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Abstract: A polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) film incorporating size-controlled, uniformly dispersed,
directly patterned Bi2O3 nanoparticles was developed to achieve a high-k polymer nanocomposite
capacitor. The photochemical metal-organic deposition (PMOD) method was employed to form
uniformly dispersed and directly patterned nanoparticles on the substrate. Bi nanoparticles were
produced by spin coating a Bismuth 2-ethylhexanoate solution on a Pt substrate with UV irradiation
for 1, 4, 7, and 10 min. The average diameter of nanoparticles and the number of nanoparticles per
unit area (µm2) were about 30, 70, and 120 nm and 30, 30, and 31 particles/µm2 for UV irradiation
times of 4, 7, and 10 min, respectively. In addition, the capacitance of PVDF nanocomposite film
could be controlled by the Bi2O3 nanoparticle size. The PVDF nanocomposite film containing Bi2O3

nanoparticles with 1, 4, 7, and 10 min UV irradiation were able to improve capacitance by about 1.4, 2.0,
2.7, and 3.4 times compared with an as-prepared PVDF film. By using a mask aligner, directly pattered
Bi nanoparticles on the substrate, which had a 5 µm line width pattern, were successfully defined
and demonstrated.

Keywords: patternable nanoparticle; bismuth oxide; polymer nanocomposite capacitor; high-K;
photochemical metal-organic deposition

1. Introduction

Recently, miniaturization of electronic devices is the trend to manufacture ever smaller mechanical,
electronic and optical products and devices. Simultaneously, high density packaging, high performance
and multifunction technologies have been developed as well [1,2]. And electronic devices that are
reliable, smaller, and more faster than ever would need much improved electro energy storage devices.
So, several electronic devices and micro electro mechanical system (MEMS) require capacitors that
show high performance. In order to apply electron energy storage device to these miniaturized
devices, patterning technology must be possible and excellent dielectric properties of materials must
be achieved [3,4]. By applying pattern to high dielectric materials, the device can be fabricated with
more detail and density, making it suitable for miniaturization and high performance.

Dielectric materials play important roles in electric systems. Since they are essential, demand for
them is high, but material improvement is important for low cost and high performance. Recently,
polymer-based materials have attracted attention for flexible electronic devices. Their flexibility,
low cost, fast discharge rate, low dielectric loss, and simple manufacturing process make it possible
to apply them to capacitors [5–10]. Among them, polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) shows a relatively
high permittivity (k = 5–10), superhydrophobicity with low surface energy, remarkable mechanical
strength, and chemical resistance. However, the permittivity is still not enough for high-performance
electronic devices compared with inorganic compound materials such as ZrO2 (k = 30), TiO2 (k = 90),
Bi2O3 (k = 60), and SrTiO3 (k = 370) [11–14]. Recent studies have shown that permittivity could be
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improved several times by using single-walled carbon nanotubes or incorporating and dispersing
high-k ceramic particles in PVDF [15–19]. For the high-k nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF film,
uniformly dispersed, size-controlled high-k nanoparticles and synthesizing method are required,
and are also the most important techniques [20]. So, the photochemical metal-organic deposition
(PMOD) method was employed to obtain mass production potential, cost competitiveness and ease of
processing, and to overcome difficulties in particle manufacturing and dispersion.

PMOD has usually been used for direct patterned thin films [21–23]. In this study,
PMOD was applied to direct patterned nanoparticles. The PMOD method can form size-controlled,
uniformly dispersed, and directly patterned nanoparticles on the substrate [24,25]. PMOD is a process
that is relatively stable to humidity and temperature, since a photochemical metal-organic precursor
is used as a starting material, and the chemical reaction is initiated and progressed with only UV
irradiation. It is possible to obtain a nanometer-scale pattern with the PMOD process without using
photoresist and an etching process. Therefore, the PMOD method has advantages such as high
productivity and low cost for electronic device fabrication. Furthermore, we expect to control the
nanoparticle size and density on the substrate using UV irradiation time [26,27].

BiL3
hv
→ Bi3+ + 3L (1)

Bix + O2 → BixOy (2)

The above equations describe the photochemical reaction by UV irradiation (L: ligand). The UV
irradiation of the spin-coated photochemical precursor film on the substrate induces initiation and
growth reactions, as shown in Figure 1a. The initiation reaction refers to a process in which Bi(III)
2-ethylhexanoate decomposes into Bi3+, 2-ethylhexanoic acid, CO2, and C7H15 radical. During the
continuous UV irradiation, as shown in Figure 1b, C7H15 radicals involve the decomposition reaction
of Bi(III) 2-ethylhexanoate into Bi3+, CO2, C7H14, and C7H16, after which the byproduct (CO2, C7H14,
C7H16) diffuses out into the air. As a result, the decomposed Bi3+ cation forms BixOy nanoparticles by
bonding with atmospheric oxygen on the UV-exposed area. The photochemical reaction stops at the
same time as the UV irradiation ends, and the remaining photochemical precursor is removed with
solvent for the patterned nanoparticles.Coatings 2020, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 10 

 

 
Figure 1. Schematic diagram of (a) initiation and (b) propagation reaction of Bi(III) 2-ethylhexanoate, 
and (c) FR-IR spectra of spin-coated metal-organic precursor films before and after UV irradiation. 

2. Materials and Methods  

The bottom electrode Pt (75 nm)/Ti (5 nm) was deposited on a chemically clean SiO2 (300 nm)/p-
Si substrate using an E-beam evaporator. In addition, photochemical precursor Bismuth(III) 2-
ethylhexanoate (Alfa Aesar, Ward Hill, MA, U.S.) was spin-coated on the prepared Pt substrate at 
500 rpm for 20 s. The spin-coated photochemical precursor film was exposed by 350 W UV light using 
the proximity mode of the mask aligner for 0, 1, 4, 7, and 10 min, respectively. After UV irradiation, 
the remaining photochemical precursor and organic residue were washed out with acetone and n-
hexane. FT-IR (PerkinElmer, Frontier, Waltham, MA, U.S.) was used to observe the photochemical 
reactions of Bismuth(III) 2-ethylhexanoate, and the size and density of the synthesized nanoparticles 
on a substrate were observed with an ultra-high-resolution scanning electron microscope (UHR-
SEM) (Hitachi, S-4800, Hitachi, Tokyo, Japan). To form alpha phase Bi2O3, we annealed the BixOy 
nanoparticles in a tube furnace at 300 °C for 5 h. Then we performed XRD (PANalytical, X’Pert PRO 
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of (a) initiation and (b) propagation reaction of Bi(III) 2-ethylhexanoate,
and (c) FR-IR spectra of spin-coated metal-organic precursor films before and after UV irradiation.

2. Materials and Methods

The bottom electrode Pt (75 nm)/Ti (5 nm) was deposited on a chemically clean SiO2

(300 nm)/p-Si substrate using an E-beam evaporator. In addition, photochemical precursor Bismuth(III)
2-ethylhexanoate (Alfa Aesar, Ward Hill, MA, USA) was spin-coated on the prepared Pt substrate
at 500 rpm for 20 s. The spin-coated photochemical precursor film was exposed by 350 W UV light
using the proximity mode of the mask aligner for 0, 1, 4, 7, and 10 min, respectively. After UV
irradiation, the remaining photochemical precursor and organic residue were washed out with
acetone and n-hexane. FT-IR (PerkinElmer, Frontier, Waltham, MA, USA) was used to observe the
photochemical reactions of Bismuth(III) 2-ethylhexanoate, and the size and density of the synthesized
nanoparticles on a substrate were observed with an ultra-high-resolution scanning electron microscope
(UHR-SEM) (Hitachi, S-4800, Hitachi, Tokyo, Japan). To form alpha phase Bi2O3, we annealed the BixOy

nanoparticles in a tube furnace at 300 ◦C for 5 h. Then we performed XRD (PANalytical, X’Pert PRO
MPD, Almelo, the Netheralands) measurement of the samples before and after heat treatment to
investigate the phase formation of Bi2O3 and crystal structure. PVDF (Sigma Aldrich, St. Louis,
MO, USA) was dissolved in N-Methyl-2-pyrrolidone (Daejung, Siheung, Korea) with 12 wt.% and
mixed in a stirrer for 12 h. The PVDF solution was spin-coated on Bi2O3 nanoparticles at 3500 rpm for
20 s and heat treated at 90 ◦C for 15 min on a hot plate (solvent evaporation), which formed 350 nm
thick PVDF film. An atomic force microscope (Park systems, XE-100, Suwon, Korea) was used to
observe the Bi2O3 nanoparticle- incorporated PVDF film. The 100 nm thick, 200 µm diameter Pt top
electrode was deposited using a shadow mask and an E-beam evaporator. The dielectric constant of
the completed device was measured at 105 Hz using a Wayne Kerr LCR Meter 4100.

3. Results and Discussions

Figure 1c shows the FT-IR spectrum before and after UV irradiation of the spin-coated Bi(III)
2-ethylhexanoate precursor film on a SiO2 (200 nm)/p-Si substrate. In the case of unexposed film, an alkyl
group (-CH3) and alkene group (-CH2) were observed at 2958, 2932 and 2860 cm−1. Absorption peaks
associated with C-O symmetric stretching, C-O-H bending vibration, and stretching vibrations CH2 of
ethyl hexanoate ligand occurred between 1100 and 1700 cm−1 [28–30]. The nucleation and growth
progressed only during UV irradiation, and after UV irradiation, the remaining photochemical
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precursor and organic residue were completely removed by acetone and n-hexane, as shown in
Figure 1c. BixOy nanoparticles only remained in the UV-exposed areas of the substrate.

This study used UV irradiation time as the control factor to tune the nanoparticle size, and Figure 2
shows SEM images of bismuth nanoparticles according to UV irradiation time. Figure 2a–d correspond
to UV irradiation times of 1, 4, 7, and 10 min, respectively. As shown in Figure 2e, nanoparticles size
increased linearly with the increase in UV irradiation time, and the number of nanoparticles per unit
area did not increase. In the case of the 1 min (exposure time) sample, we could not perform meaningful
measurements for nanoparticle size and the number of nanoparticles, as shown in Figure 2a, since 1 min
(UV irradiation time) was not enough time to form nanoparticles on the substrate. The average
diameter of the nanoparticles and the number of nanoparticles per unit area (µm2) were about 30, 70,
and 120 nm and 30, 30, and 31 particles/µm2 for UV irradiation times of 4, 7, and 10 min, respectively.
These results show that we can directly synthesize patterned nanoparticles on a substrate using the
PMOD method and easily control nanoparticle size and density using UV irradiation time.
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Figure 3 shows the x-ray diffraction patterns of an as-prepared sample and 300 ◦C annealed
sample. Interestingly, the as-prepared sample shows a diffraction pattern of bismuth metal. In the
PMOD process for directly patterned thin film, the product material right after UV irradiation is usually
an amorphous metal oxide [31–35].
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However, in this study, the bismuth nanoparticles were synthesized as a form of crystallized metal,
as shown in Figure 3. (The polyhedron shapes of nanoparticles were observed in the SEM image of
Figure 2). We suppose that the short UV irradiation time and the thick precursor film might minimize
exposure of the bismuth nuclei to atmospheric oxygen during nucleation and growth, which prevents
the oxidation of bismuth metal nuclei and facilitates crystallization and growth. Therefore, the present
study annealed the as-prepared sample at 300 ◦C under atmosphere to form high-k dielectric material
Bi2O3. As shown in Figure 3, this study obtained an alpha Bi2O3 phase (JCPDS 76-7130) from the
annealing process. After the annealing process, the oxidized Bi2O3 nanoparticles showed a volume
expansion of about 60% compared with bismuth metal nanoparticles.

Figure 4 shows the AFM images of Bi2O3 nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF films according to UV
irradiation time. As shown in Figure 4, the nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF films were formed well on
the uniformly dispersed Bi2O3 nanoparticles. The root mean square (RMS) values of surface morphology
were 6.05, 8.43, 24.45, and 29.49 nm for 1, 4, 7, and 10 min samples, respectively. The increasing RMS
value reflects the increase in Bi2O3 nanoparticle size. The RMS values, average nanoparticle size,
and density in the AFM images agree well with the SEM image in Figure 2.

Figure 5 shows a schematic diagram of the Bi2O3 nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF capacitor
device and measured dielectric constant data for 0, 1, 4, 7, and 10 min samples. The measured dielectric
constants of PVDF reference film (without Bi2O3 nanoparticles) at 1, 4, 7, and 10 min were 5.43, 7.69,
10.29, 14.90, and 18.27, respectively. The dielectric constant of the nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF
films also increased linearly with the increase in nanoparticle size and density. Based on the measured
dielectric constant, it is believed that Bi2O3 nanoparticles were also formed in the UV irradiation time
1 min sample.
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Finally, we could obtain size-controlled, uniformly dispersed, directly patternable
nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF films that have improved permittivity. Figure 6 shows a microscope
image of directly patterned Bi2O3 nanoparticles on an SiO2 substrate that has 5 µm line width.
The direct patterning process was performed by removing the area that was not exposed to UV light by
rinsing it with solvent after the exposure of the films through a photomask. In the optical microscope
image, the blueish area indicates the Bi2O3 nanoparticle region. As shown in the line patterned region,
micron-size direct patterning was well defined by lithographic patterning using PMOD.
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4. Conclusions

This study successfully demonstrated a PVDF nanocomposite capacitor incorporating
size-controlled, uniformly dispersed, directly patterned Bi2O3 nanoparticles using the PMOD method.
The nanoparticle size could be easily controlled since a photochemical reaction was initiated and
progressed with only UV irradiation. The average diameter and density of synthesized nanoparticles
increased linearly with an increase in UV irradiation time. From the PMOD nanoparticle synthesis,
we could obtain a uniformly dispersed Bi2O3 nanoparticle-incorporated PVDF dielectric film, and the
permittivity of the films also increased linearly with the increase in nanoparticle size and density.
Furthermore, directly patterned alpha phase Bi2O3 nanoparticles could be formed on the substrate
using a mask aligner. These results indicate that the PMOD nanoparticle synthesis method can be
applied to nanoelectronic devices from various photosensitive metal-organic precursors, and with
PMOD, it was confirmed that metal nanoparticles can be produced, not only metal oxide nanoparticles.
It is expected to be able to apply to metal nanoparticle synthesis and device manufacturing processes.
In addition, the difficulty and cost of this process were relatively low, so it could be easily produced in
a short time.
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