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Abstract: A complete thermal analysis is performed for the propulsion of cilia in an inclined channel.
Coating around the channel walls is provided by a Carreau fluid under a uniform magnetic field.
Uniformly grown cilia produce propulsive metachronal waves by moving in a coordinated rhythm
along the channel surface and adapt an elliptic path along the direction of flow. Using lubrication
approximations, the governing equations, formulated in the wave frame of reference, are solved by
the perturbation method. Validation of the analytic solution is provided by computing the solution
numerically with the shooting method. This study is concerned with the parametric consequences
on pertinent flow and heat transfer quantities, such as streamlines, velocity profile, temperature
profile, entropy lines and the Bejan number. The results reveal that large cilia propel the axial velocity
near the channel wall but put hindrance to the axial velocity and the temperature profile in the
central part of the channel. The entropy production in the channel reduces for large cilia and a high
Hartmann number.
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1. Introduction

In various physiological and biological fields, the study of cilia-assisted propulsive fluid flows
has grabbed tremendous attention from researchers all over the globe. Cilia are small chunk-like
structures present on the outer side or inner side of a variety of biological organisms and organs. These
tiny extremity organelles drive fluid flow and provide support to organisms in passing through the
fluid medium. There are numerous cilia on a structure and they are smaller than flagella in size. The
combined motion of cilia produces rhythmic waves that allow the body to move in the fluid. These
cilia can be found in the lungs [1], providing support in smooth breathing and keeping airways clear
by preventing the entrance of dust and mucus. Also, in the covering of the female fallopian tube [2,3],
they assist fertilization by pushing the eggs. Moreover, in male efferent ductules [4], they support the
sperm in reaching their ultimate endpoint, prevent their accumulation and clear any obstruction in their
way. Similarly, the progress of spinal fluid through the brain is also supported by cilia. Primary cilia
play an essential role in sensory neurons and are considered a sensory tool for the cell [5]. Furthermore,
there are numerous applications of cilia found in the brain, eye, ears, kidneys and retina, etc. Due to
the practical significance of cilia in human life, this area of research has received immense attention
from numerous current investigators, and they studied cilia movement under various flow and heat
transfer situations. In this regard, the propulsive movement of cells inside a Newtonian fluid was
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investigated by Brennen [6]. Qiu et al. [7] established that in non-Newtonian fluid flow under a low
Reynolds number, cilia and flagella produce reciprocal motions to keep the microorganisms moving.
In a study on egg transport in the fallopian tube and ovum, it was observed by Eytan and Elad [8] that
fluid motion in the fallopian tube occurs because of myometrial contractions. Interested readers are
referred to these recent studies on cilia [9–12] under various flow situations.

Several physiological fluids, such as plasma and blood, are considered as hydromagnetic fluids in
their composition. Therefore, hydromagnetic fluids have extensive applications in physiology and are
thus studied widely by numerous researchers in the field. In this regard, Stud et al. [13] investigated the
pumping of blood flow and heat transfer in the presence of a moving magnetic field. Another study on
hydromagnetic physiological flow was conducted by Maqbool et al. [14], dealing with Jeffrey fluid flow
induced by cilia beats. A well-known result regarding the magnetic Hartmann number was reported
by Hayat et al. [15], where they showed that increasing the Hartman number enhances the velocity
near the boundary wall but decreases it at the central part. Ramesh et al. [16] studied couple stress
fluid flow propelled by cilia pumping under an applied magnetic field. Some other researchers [17–20]
have also considered the effect of an external magnetic field on different physiological fluids under
various physical situations.

The second law of thermodynamics associated with the production of entropy has great
involvement in physiological fluid flows. For instance, metabolism is considered as an important
process in generating energy in living creatures. Human beings take in the diet and flush out the
waste materials in the form of breathing, perspiration, urination and feces. Therefore, the body’s
overall entropy tends to increase and may interrupt blood and urine flow and food digestion, etc.
Catabolism is a kind of metabolism which breaks down the compound molecules into small molecules
and generates entropy. Also, the local entropy level in the human body drops down when the human
body extracts the chemical energy from food in order to sustain life. Since the phenomenon of
entropy has substantial applications in biological fluids, it has gained the attention of many researchers.
A fundamental study depicting the entropy generation in four separate heat transfer situations was
done by Bejan [21]. In another study, Bejan [22] reported a method of minimizing the total entropy of
a heat transfer process. It was also discovered that heat transfer and fluid friction are the two main
reasons for entropy production in any heat transfer situation. The work has further been extended by
several researchers [23–29] who have investigated the phenomenon of entropy in various flow and
heat transfer configurations. However, very little attention has been given to biological fluid flows.
In this regard, entropy production was analyzed for a peristaltic pumping flow in a contracting tube by
Souidi et al. [30]. Akbar [31] extended the work by adding the effect of a magnetic field on peristaltic
flow inside a tube. Munawar et al. [32] and Saleem [33] further studied the effect of space-dependent
viscosity on entropy production.

In the light of the above-mentioned literature survey, in this article we intend to investigate
second-law analysis of a physiological fluid flow inside an inclined channel assisted with cilia.
A uniform magnetic field is applied in the perpendicular direction to resist the Carreau fluid flow.
The flow in the symmetric channel is produced due to the metachronal strokes of the cilia which
generate waves at the wall surface. The two main causes of entropy production are studied—the fluid
friction irreversibility and the heat transfer irreversibility. The governing equations are modeled using
lubrication approximations and analytic series solutions are obtained using regular perturbation. The
results are compared with a numerical shooting method and a brief graphical analysis has been made
in the discussion section.

2. Mathematical Formulation

Consider an incompressible Carreau fluid flow passing through a two-dimensional inclined
symmetric channel. The flow is pumped by the periodic beating of cilia at a constant speed c which
produces metachronal waves in the parallel direction to the flow. A uniform magnetic field of intensity
B0 is enforced across the direction of flow, ignoring the electric field effect. Therefore, assuming a low
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magnetic Reynolds number, the Lorentz force reduces J × B = −σB2
0

(
U, 0, 0

)
. The channel walls are

kept at a constant surface temperature of T1. Assuming the X́-axis is parallel to the channel wall and
the Ý-axis is perpendicular to the channel surface, the channel surface contains ciliated structures
described by the following function:

Y = η
(
X, t

)
= H́ =

[
a + aεcos

(2π
λ

(
X − ct

))]
(1)

The cilia tips are assumed to be obeying an elliptical motion pattern and are positioned uprightly at

X = φ
(
X, t

)
= X0 + aεαsin

(2π
λ

(
X − ct

))
(2)

where a is mean channel width, α is the eccentricity of elliptic path, ε is the cilia length parameter, H́ is
the half channel width, t is the time variable, λ is the wavelength and X0 is the local position of the
cilia. Assuming no slip at the ciliated boundary, the movements of the cilia tips are explained by the
following velocity components:

Ú0 =

(
∂X
∂t

)
X0

=
−

(
2π
λ

)
acεαcos

(
2π
λ

(
X − ct

))
1−

(
2π
λ

)
aεαcos

(
2π
λ

(
X − ct

)) (3)

V́0 =

(
∂Y
∂t

)
X0

=
−

(
2π
λ

)
acεαsin

(
2π
λ

(
X − ct

))
1−

(
2π
λ

)
aεαsin

(
2π
λ

(
X − ct

)) (4)

In the laboratory frame, the laws of the conservation of mass, momentum and energy under the
above assumptions take the following forms:

∂U

∂X
+
∂V

∂Y
= 0 (5)

ρ

(
∂U
∂t

+ U
∂U

∂X
+ V

∂U

∂Y

)
=
−∂P

∂X
+
∂SXX

∂X
+
∂SXY

∂Y
− σB2

0U + ρgsin(ξ) (6)

ρ

(
∂V
∂t

+ U
∂V

∂X
+ V

∂V

∂Y

)
=
−∂P

∂Y
+
∂SXY

∂X
+
∂SYY

∂Y
− ρgcos(ξ) (7)

ρCP

(
∂
∂t

+ U
∂

∂X
+ V

∂

∂Y

)
T = κ

 ∂2T

∂X
2 +

∂2T

∂Y
2

+ SXX
∂U

∂X
+ SXY

(
∂U

∂Y
+
∂V

∂X

)
+ SYY

∂V

∂Y
(8)

where ρ is the fluid density, Ṕ is the pressure, ξ is the inclination angle, Cp is the specific heat at
constant pressure, B0 is the constant magnetic field, σ is the electrical conductivity, κ is the thermal
conductivity and T́ is the fluid temperature. The extra stress tensor for the Carreau fluid can be found
in literature [34–36] and is given as:

S = −

µ0

(
1 +

(
Γ
•
γ
)2) n−1

2
•γ (9)

where
•
γ =

√√
1
2

∑
i

∑
j

•
γi j
•
γ ji =

√
1
2

Π (10)

where µ0 is the zero-shear rate viscosity, n is the dimensionless power-law index, Γ is the time constant
and Π is the second invariant strain tensor. For n = 1 or Γ = 0, Equation (9) depicts the viscous
fluid model.
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One can shift the above flow model in wave frame (x, y) by using the following transformations:

x = X − ct, y = Y, u = U − c, v = V, p(x́, ý) = P
(
X, Y, t

)
(11)

Further introducing non-dimensional quantities as

x = x
λ , y =

y
a , u = u

c , v = λv
ac , β = a

λ , h = h
a , t = ct

a , p =
a2p
µcλ ,θ = T−T0

T1−T0
, S = a

µ0c S

< =
ρac
µ0

, We2 = Γc
a , Fr = c2

ga , M =
√

σ
µ0

B0a, PrρνCP
κ , Ec = c2

CP(T1−T0)
, Br = EcPr

 (12)

Using Equations (11)–(12) into Equations (5)–(10), one gets

β

(
∂u
∂x

+
∂v
∂y

)
= 0 (13)

<β

(
u
∂u
∂x

+ v
∂u
∂y

)
=
−∂p
∂x
− β2 ∂Sxx

∂x
−
∂Sxy

∂y
−M2(u + 1) +

<

Fr
sin(ξ) (14)

<β3
(
u
∂v
∂x

+ v
∂v
∂y

)
=
−∂p
∂y
− β3 ∂Sxy

∂x
− β

∂Syy

∂y
+
β2
<

Fr
cos(ξ) (15)

<β

(
u
∂θ
∂x

+ v
∂θ
∂y

)
=

1
Pr

(
β2 ∂

2θ

∂x2 +
∂2θ

∂y2

)
+ Ec

 βSxx
∂u
∂x + Sxy

(
β∂v
∂x + ∂u

∂y

)
+Syyβ ∂v

∂y

 (16)

where

Sxx = −2
[
1 +

n− 1
2

We2 •γ
2]∂u
∂x

(17)

Sxy = −
[
1 +

n− 1
2

We2 •γ
2](∂u
∂y

+ β2 ∂v
∂x

)
(18)

Syy = −2β
[
1 +

n− 1
2

We2 •γ
2]∂v
∂y

(19)

•
γ =

2β2
(
∂u
∂x

)2

+

(
∂u
∂y

+ β2 ∂v
∂x

)
+ 2β2

(
∂v
∂y

)21/2

(20)

where p is the dimensionless fluid pressure, (u, v) are the velocity components in (x, y) directions,
< is the Reynolds number, We is the Weissenberg number, M is the Hartmann number, β is the wave
number, Fr is the Froude number, Pr is the Prandtl number, Ec is the Eckert number and Br is the
Brinkman number.

Employing lubrication approximations in Equations (14)–(20), one gets

∂p
∂x

=
∂
∂y


(
∂u
∂y

)
+

n− 1
2

We2
(
∂u
∂y

)3
−M2(u + 1) +

<

Fr
sin(ξ) (21)

∂p
∂y

= 0 (22)

∂2θ

∂y2 = −Br

(∂u
∂y

)2

+
n− 1

2
We2

(
∂u
∂y

)4 (23)

subject to the boundary conditions

∂u
∂y

= 0,
∂θ
∂y

= 0 at y = 0, (24)
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u = −1−
2παεβcos(2πx)

1− 2παεβcos(2πx)
,θ = 1 at y = h = 1 + εcos(2πx) (25)

The pressure rise per wavelength is calculated as:

∆Pλ =

∫ 1

0

(
dp
dx

)
dx (26)

The dimensionless mean flow rates in the laboratory and wave frames are respectively given by:

Q = 1 + F, F =

∫ h

0
u(y)dy (27)

3. Perturbation Solution

To get the solutions of Equations (21)–(23), along with boundary conditions (24)–(25),
the perturbation series solution is obtained. Expanding the series of flow and heat transfer quantities
by considering We2 as the perturbation parameter as

u = u0 + We2u1 + O
(
We4

)
(28)

dp
dx

=
dp0

dx
+ We2 dp1

dx
+ O

(
We4

)
(29)

θ = θ0 + We2θ1 + O
(
We4

)
(30)

F = F0 + We2F1 + O
(
We4

)
(31)

Using the above series in Equations (21)–(23), we get the following zero and first order systems of
differential equations:

3.1. Zeroth Order System

∂p0

∂x
=

∂2u0

∂y2 −M2(u0 + 1) +
<

Fr
sin(ξ) (32)

∂p0

∂y
= 0 (33)

∂2θ0

∂y2 = −Br
(
∂u0

∂y

)2

(34)

∂u0

∂y
= 0,

∂θ0

∂y
= 0aty = 0 (35)

u0 = −1−
2πεαβcos(2πx)

1− 2πεαβcos(2πx)
,θ0 = 1aty = h (36)

3.2. First Order System

∂p1

∂x
=

∂2u1

∂y2 +
n− 1

2
∂
∂y

(∂u0

∂y

)3−M2u1 (37)

∂p1

∂y
= 0 (38)
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∂2θ1

∂y2 = −Br

n− 1
2

(
∂u0

∂y

)4

+ 2
∂u0

∂y
∂u1

∂y

 (39)

∂u1

∂y
= 0,

∂θ1

∂y
= 0 at y = 0 (40)

u1 = 0,θ1 = 0 at y = h (41)

Equations (32)–(41) are solved directly using the “DSolve” command of the symbolic computational
software Mathematica. The solution expressions are suppressed here for simplicity. The pressure
rise per metachronal wavelength is found by the numerical integration of Equation (29). The current
solution by the perturbation method has been verified by solving Equations (21)–(25) by a numerical
shooting method. The results for the wall skin friction u’(h) obtained by both methods are reported in
Table 1. The table indicates an acceptable match between analytical and numerical solutions.

Table 1. Numerical values for wall skin friction obtained by analytical and numerical methods when
Q = 2, α = ε = 0.2, β = x = 0.5, We = 0.01, M = 0.8 are fixed.

n u′(h) (Analytic) u′(h) (Numerical)

0 −12.885 −12.868
0.2 −12.876 −12.866
0.4 −12.867 −12.860
0.6 −12.859 −12.848
0.8 −12.854 −12.846

4. Entropy Analysis

It is a well-established fact that the entropy in a system is produced due to two reasons—heat
transfer irreversibility and fluid frictional irreversibility. In the literature (see for instance [37,38]),
the expression of total volumetric local rate of entropy generation is stated as:

S′′′gen =
k

T2
0

(∇T)2 +
µ0

T0
[S.∇V] (42)

Using dimensionless quantities (12) and lubrication approximations, one can find the total entropy
generation number (NG) after dividing by characteristic entropy (SG0) as:

NG = τ

(
∂θ
∂y

)2

+ Br


(
∂u
∂y

)2

+ We2 n− 1
2

(
∂u
∂y

)4
 (43)

where τ = ∆T/T0 is the dimensionless temperature difference (assuming τ = 1). In Equation (43),
the first term is the source of irreversibility due to heat transfer and the second term with Brinkman
number Br appears due to the fluid friction irreversibility. Introducing the Bejan number Be as:

Be =
1

1 + Φ
(44)

where Φ = Br
{(

∂u
∂y

)2
+ We2 n−1

2

(
∂u
∂y

)4
}

/τ
(
∂θ
∂y

)2
is the irreversibility distribution ratio. The Bejan number

is considered as a helpful parameter in order to distinguish the dominancy of irreversibilities. The value
of the Bejan number Be is constrained in [0,1]. If the Bejan number is greater than half, the dominancy of
heat transfer irreversibility is reflected over fluid friction irreversibility. If Be is less than half, it depicts
the dominancy of fluid friction irreversibility.
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5. Results and Discussion

In this section, a brief graphical analysis of the results is presented for various parameters of
interest on the flow and heat transfer quantities through several figures. Figure 1 demonstrates the
effects of cilia length parameter (ε) on the velocity profile. From the figure, it is observed that the
velocity decreases in the center of the channel and at y = 0.58 (roughly), a point of infection occurs and
the velocity increases as the cilia length increases. From Figure 2, it is noted that the large value of
We generates more resistance to the axial velocity in the center of the channel, but near the edge the
axial velocity accelerates. Figure 3 indicates that the fluid velocity becomes flatter with an increase
in M in the channel center, which is due to the ability of Lorentz force to hinder the flow. However,
an entirely reversed conduct is observed near the ciliated channel wall where the velocity increases
as the Hartmann number increases. This phenomenon is very common in channel flows and occurs
to maintain a constant flow rate across the channel. A three-dimensional velocity profile is drawn in
Figure 4 against x and y coordinates. It indicates that the fluid velocity is high in the contracted part of
the channel and lower down in the expanded region, which is the expected result. Figure 5 shows
a slight increase in pressure rise per wavelength in the pumping zone as eccentricity parameter (α)
decreases but causes a slight drop in the augmented pumping zone. Figure 6 shows that an increase in
ε manifests a strong acceleration on pressure rise per metachronal wavelength in the pumping area.
However, the same values of α have entirely the opposite behavior in an augmented pumping region.
Further, it is seen in Figure 7 that an increase in Hartmann number M improves the pressure rise in the
pumping and free pumping zone, whereas, in the augmented pumping region, higher values of M
lessen the pressure rise.Coatings 2020, 10, x; doi: FOR PEER REVIEW www.mdpi.com/journal/coatings 
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From Figure 8, it is seen that the fluid temperature slightly rises by increasing the values of α. This
is because of the substantial effect of α on fluid flow which improves the convective process within
the ciliated channel. Figure 9 shows that keeping large ε cools down the fluid temperature since it
decelerates the fluid velocity, which retards the convection. Moreover, the decrease in temperature
is more considerable in the center as compared to the channel boundary. Figure 10 shows that
increasing values of M result in the cooling of the fluid temperature. Furthermore, in the channel
center this decrease is more noticeable as compared to channel wall. This is an obvious conduct of
the temperature, since the resistance produced by the Lorentz force is more substantial at the channel
center. A three-dimensional depiction of the temperature profile against the space variables x and
y is illustrated in Figure 11. It is clear from the figure that, in the contracted part of the channel,
the temperature is elevated, as compared to the wider part of channel. This is due to the intensified
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fluid friction effect in the presence of good heat convection in the contracted part, which augments the
internal heat as well.
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From Figure 12, contour plots for entropy lines indicate that entropy generation increases when a
larger value of α is considered. From Figure 13, it is clear that by increasing the value of We, the entropy
generation number reduces. It is also observed that entropy is significant near the ciliated heated
wall but invisible at the channel center. Figure 14 shows that the cilia length also reduce the entropy
production in the channel. This might be because large cilia put hinderance to the flow and reduce
the drag and thus the frictional entropy significantly. Figure 15 reveals that there is a decrease in
the entropy production as the Hartmann number increases. However, this increase in the entropy
production is due to the increase in the fluid frictional forces. This is also verified from the graph of the
Bejan number against the Hartmann number (see for instance Figure 16). The Bejan number is plotted
against the Weissenberg number and the cilia length parameter in Figures 17 and 18, respectively.
The figures indicate that cilia length supports heat transfer irreversibility; however, the Weissenberg
number helps in fluid friction irreversibility.
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Figures 19–21 demonstrate a noteworthy trend of pumping ciliary flow, well-known in the
literature and called trapping. It is developed by the internal circular motion of fluid making a bolus
locked by streamlines of propulsive waves. This enclosed bolus is shoved ahead with the support of a
metachronal wave (power and recovery strokes). Figure 19 shows that the trapped bolus reduces in
size when large values of M are taken into consideration. From Figures 20 and 21, it is concluded that
the locked bolus expands in size for higher values of ε and α.Coatings 2020, 10, x; doi: FOR PEER REVIEW www.mdpi.com/journal/coatings 
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Fr = 0.5: (a) M = 0.5 and (b) M = 1.5.
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6. Conclusions

In the present work, a thermodynamic analysis has been presented for the pumping flow of
hydromagnetic Carreau fluid in an inclined symmetric channel lined with cilia. The flow is propelled
by rhythmic (metachronal) waves produced by the beating of cilia. The governing equations are
derived in the wave frame of reference and are solved by the regular perturbation technique. The
results are verified with a numerical method. The important concluding remarks of the present study
are compiled below:

• The large values of M, ε and We correspond to low axial velocity at the channel center but augment
the velocity near the ciliated wall.

• The pressure rise per metachronal wavelength is an increasing function of ε and M in the pumping
region and a decreasing function of these parameters in the augmented pumping region.

• The pressure rise per wavelength is boosted by increasing α in the augmented pumping region
but a completely reversed situation is seen in the pumping region.
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• Fluid temperature rises when large values of α and small values of M and ε are taken
into consideration.

• The fluid friction irreversibility is supported by high Weissenberg and Hartmann numbers;
however, heat transfer irreversibility increases with cilia length.

• The overall entropy of the system increases with larger values of α and smaller values We, ε and M.
• The size of the locked bolus decreases for higher values of M and smaller values of ε and α.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, N.S. and S.M.; Methodology, N.S.; Software, N.S.; Validation, S.M;
Formal Analysis, S.M.; investigation, N.S and S.M.; Resources, N.S.; Data Curation, N.S.; Writing—Original
Draft Preparation, N.S.; Writing—Review and Editing, S.M.; Visualization, S.M.; Supervision, N.S.; Project
Administration, N.S.; Funding Acquisition, N.S. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of
the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Acknowledgments: The authors would like to acknowledge the support provided by the Deanship of Research
(DR) at the Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd University for funding this work.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Nomenclature

Latin symbols
a mean channel width
Be Bejan number
Br Brinkman number
c wave speed
Cp specific heat
Ec Eckert number
F dimensionless flow rate
Fr Froude number
H́ height of wall in fixed frame
h́ height of wall in moving frame
h dimensionless height of wall
κ thermal conductivity
M Hartmann number
NG entropy generation number
Nsavg average entropy number
n power-law index
Ṕ pressure in fixed frame
p dimensionless pressure
Pr Prandtl number
Q mean flow rate
Re Reynolds number
S′′′gen entropy generation rate
SG0 characteristic entropy generation
t Time variable
T́ temperature profile
T0 temperature of endoscope
T1 wall temperature
(Ú, V́) velocity components in fixed frame
(ú, v́) velocity components in moving frame
(u, v) dimensionless velocity components
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We Weissenberg number
(X́, Ý) coordinates in fixed frame of reference
(x́, ý) coordinates in moving frame of reference
(x, y) dimensionless coordinate system
X0 indicated location of the particle
Greek symbols
α measure of eccentricity
β wave number
ε cilia length
ρ density of fluid
λ wavelength
θ dimensionless temperature field
µ variable viscosity
µ0 zero shear rate viscosity
σ electrical conductivity
Φ irreversibility distribution ratio
∆pλ pressure rise per wavelength
∆T temperature difference
τ dimensionless temperature difference
ξ angle of inclination of channel
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