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Abstract: Abt I-Hasan al-Shushtari’s (d. 668/1269) heretofore unedited and unstudied treatise, “On
the Limits [of Theology and Sufism]” (R. al-Qusariyya) is a succinct account of the celebrated
Andalusi Sufi poet’s understanding of the relationship between discursive knowledge ( ‘ilm) of the
rational Ash‘arite theologians, direct and unitive recognition (ma rifa) of the Sufis, and verified
knowledge (tahqig) of the monist Realizers. Following a broad discussion of the major trends in
Sufism that form the background out of which Shushtari emerges, this article analyzes the Qusariyya
and presents a full English translation and Arabic edition of this text. The Qusariyya is a treatise on
epistemology that was written in order to provide guidance to a disciple on how to respond to
accusations of doctrinal heresy and deviation from the revealed Law. As such, it offers a window
into Shushtari’s thought as well as his understanding of his own place within the 7th/13th century
Islamic intellectual tradition. The hierarchy of knowledge that he outlines represents an early
response to the growing epistemological debates between what may be called “monotheist
Ash‘arites,” “monist-inclined Sufis,” and fully fledged “monist Realizers.” The differences between
these three perspectives lie in how each understands God’s bestowal of existence (7jad) and,
consequently, the ontological status of the created realm. The Ash‘arites are “monotheists” because
they inhabit an atomistic creation that actually exists by virtue of God’s existentiating command.
For them, God transcends creation, and creation proves the existence of a transcendent Creator. The
Sufis, for their part, incline toward the monists for whom God is the sole Reality, and for whom all
else is nonexistent ( ‘adam). However, they begin by affirming the logic of the Ash'arite monotheist
paradigm, and as they acquire direct recognition of God through spiritual purification, they assert
that the Creator proves the existence of creation, because the latter is an “empty tent” sustained by
the divine command. Finally, the “monist” Realizer maintains that nothing other than God exists.
Having realized the truths that the theologians speculate about and that the Sufis begin to
experience, the Realizers can engage, affirm, and refute both groups at their respective levels
without committing to the cosmological doctrines of Ash'arism, the ontological categories of
Avicennan philosophy, or even the Sufi conception of the spiritual path to God.
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1. Introduction

Sufism began to consolidate as a self-conscious school of Islamic mysticism by the beginning of
the second half of the 3rd/9th century.! Practitioners of Sufism achieved recognition as proponents
and transmitters of an independent science (ilm al-tasawwuf) by the middle of the 5th/11th century
with the emergence of Arabic Sufi hagiographies (tabagat), as well as compilations of Sufi lore in the
central and eastern lands of Islam, especially around Baghdad, Basra and the region of Khorasan. The
great theorists of the renunciant way of life penned the classical manuals of Sufism, including “The
Book of Gleams” (K. al-Luma " fi I-tasawwuf) of Abti Nasr al-Sarraj (d. 378/988), “The Nourishment of
the Hearts,” (Qiit al-Quliib) of Abi Talib al-Makki (d. 386/996), and the “Epistle of al-Qushayr1” (R.
al-Qushayriyya) of Abt 1-Qasim al-Qushayrt (d. 465/1074). In chronicling the transformations of the
soul on its journey back to God, these authors conceived of the spiritual path primarily, though not
exclusively, in psychological terms. They described a progressive ascension of the soul through
various states and stations (maqamat, ahwal) of ethical perfection in tandem with a gradual unveiling
of the heart as it acquires direct recognition of God (ma rifa). (Casewit 2017, pp. 1-90; Bowering 1979,
pp- 18-35).

The idea that the ethical transformation of the wayfarer through ritual practice goes hand in
hand with the acquisition of heightened powers of perception and direct knowledge of God (ma ‘rifa)
through divine grace seems to have been shared by many Sufis from the earliest period. The
employment of the term ma 7ifa to mean direct, unmediated, non-discursive, experiential, and unitive
recognition of God through spiritual purification can be dated back to texts of the 2nd, 3rd/8th, 9th
centuries. Ma rifa appears to take on a distinct technical significance in statements attributed to
figures like Ja‘far al-Sadiq (d. 148/765) as well as the surviving writings of Dhii 1-Ntin al-Misr1 (d. ca.
245/859) (Ogunnaike forthcoming). For these authors, ma rifa is usually contrasted with ‘lm, or
knowledge of the religious sciences that is based on the transmitted tradition (nagl) and acquired
through formal training. These transmitted religious sciences, moreover, were often seen as being
complementary to various intellectual sciences (al- ‘uliim al-‘aqliyya) that are conditioned by the
delimited rational intellect ( ‘aql), including logic, theology, and philosophy (falsafa, hikma).

While the contrast between conceptual ‘ilm and experiential ma rifa was largely adopted in Sufi
discourse, its epistemological implications were yet to be fully worked out. Sufis expressed a variety
of attitudes toward discursive theology and the role of the rational intellect ( ‘agl) in knowing God.
Some were strongly opposed to actively involving the intellect in acquiring knowledge of God and
dismissed theological speculation as a veil, or, at best, as an adequate rational attempt at knowing
God (Ebstein forthcoming). Early Sufis like Nur1 (d. 295/907-8) famously proclaimed that “the
intellect is impotent and only provides proof for that which is impotent” (al- ‘aql ‘Gjiz la yadullu illa ‘ald
‘ajiz mithili) (Sarraj 1914, p. 40). Such figures tended to discourage their followers from delving into
the speculative rational teachings of the theologians and favored the use of the intellect for the
purpose of contemplating the signs and traces of God’s attributes in creation. Following the Qur’anic
injunctions to contemplate God'’s signs, they regarded contemplation to be a means of cultivating
certainty and aligning the believer’s will with God’s command.

Some Sufis, such as Hakim al-Tirmidhi (d. 255/869), held a mildly favorable view toward
theology and were even trained in it. Such figures presented the findings of Sufism as complementary
to theology. Like early Mu tazilite and Ash‘arite theologians, they insisted that the intellect can
increase the believer’s certitude in God’s existence and the afterlife when employed in order to
contemplate God’s signs. Well-known figures such as al-Harith al-Muhasibi (d. 243/857), Abii Bakr
al-Kalabadhi (d. 380/990), Abt 1-Qasim al-Qushayr1 (d. 465/1074), and Abt Hamid al-Ghazali (d.
505/1111) were professionally trained in the discursive methods of theology (kalam) and incorporated
Ash‘arite doctrines and creeds within their own works (Ebstein forthcoming). Although these Sufi-
theologians expressed a certain skepticism toward the science of theology vis-a-vis direct experience
and mystical unveiling, they affirmed the utility and validity of the Ash‘arite Sunni creed. Their

1 T am grateful to Saad Ansari, Izzet Coban, Frank Griffel, Mehmet Emin Gulecyuz, Oludamini Ogunnaike,
Samantha Pellegrino, Ian Grant-Funck, and the two anonymous reviewers of this article for their comments.
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perspectives stood in contrast to the non-Sufi theologians such as Abii Bakr al-Bagillani (d. 403/1013)
and Abui I-Ma‘ali al-Juwayni (d. 478/1085) who did not accommodate Sufi claims to accessing esoteric
knowledge through unveiling (kashf), and instead articulated a theological epistemology that seeks
to know God and defend the tenets of the faith exclusively through rational evidence.

Setting aside these diverse Sufi attitudes toward rational theology, it is important to note that
early Sufis did not develop a full-fledged cosmological and ontological discourse of their own. As
such, pre-5th/11th century Sufis generally did not pose a formidable intellectual challenge to the
emerging Ash‘arite and Maturidite theological consensus. This allowed for Sufism and theology to
develop as more or less distinct disciplines with little interdisciplinarity. Moreover, the pithy insights,
ecstatic utterances (shathiyyat), and the theological “errors” (ghalat) of early controversial Sufis such
as Abti Yazid al-Bistami (d. 261/874) and Ibn Mansur al-Hallaj (d. 309/922) tended to be cautiously
filtered out or interpreted along theologically acceptable lines by the abovementioned Sufis, thus
ensuring the development of Sufism and theology side by side with little cross-disciplinary
interaction (Shihadeh 2012, pp. 1-14).

The epistemological rifts that divide theologians and Sufi theoreticians gradually widened in the
6th, 7th/12th, 13th centuries as the latter developed an increasingly monist cosmology and ontology
in both conversation with and opposition to late Ash‘arite theology and Avicennan philosophy. In
the early 6th/12th century Muslim East, theologically and philosophically inclined mystics such as
‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani (d. 525/1131) articulated a “higher” theology of their own to explain their
mystical unveilings, and this discourse posed a direct challenge to the theologians. Abti Hamid al-
Ghazali (d. 505/1111) was among the first influential Sufi-theologian-philosophers who both
mastered and transformed theology and tried to theorize a method of “demonstrative unveiling”
(inkishaf burhani) that combined the ineluctable certainty of the philosophers with the mystical
experience of the Sufis (Ghazali 1971, pp. 54, 55). As many medieval and contemporary scholars have
noted, he oscillated in his writings between monotheism and monism, and often presented the latter
in the language of a higher mystical metaphysics. In “The Niche of Lights” (Mishkat al-anwadr), he
expresses monist views and conceives of the intellect more in light of Ikhwanian Neoplatonism and
Avicennan philosophy as a cosmic principle that mediates between the divine and the corporeal
realm, without denying the utility of theology in removing rational doubts and correcting creedal
erTors.

The efflorescence of a syncretic and Neoplatonized Sufi cosmology is detectable in al-Andalus
already in the writings of figures like Ibn Masarra (d. 319/931). His controversial teachings and monist
leanings (Casewit 2017, pp. 33-38) were forced underground periodically between the
4th,5th/10th,11th centuries, then reemerged as a fully developed mystical philosophy with Ibn
Barrajan (d. 536/1141) and his peers in the formative early 6th/12th century.2 Andalusi mystics of the
6th/12th century were loosely committed to Ash‘arism, explicitly opposed to Mu tazilism and
Avicennan philosophy, and were actively articulating their own Sufi metaphysics at the same time.
They merged Qur’anic teachings and Sunni Hadith with the Neoplatonizing treatises of the Brethren
of Purity (Ikhwan al-safd), the writings of Ibn Masarra and, through indirect contact, Fatimi Isma ‘1lt
cosmological doctrines circulating in the intellectual milieu of al-Andalus (Ebstein 2014). As such,
exponents of this mystical discourse seemed to be more interested in cosmology, the science of letters,
cyclical notions of time, and the principle of associative correspondence between heaven and earth
than in the discursive methods of the Ash‘arites, or even Sufi wayfaring, ethics, and the psychology
of the soul. These mystics emphasized the centrality of contemplative “crossing over” from the visible
signs of God to the unseen celestial realities (i tibar, or al- ‘ibra min al-shahid ila al-gha ib), adding, as
per early Eastern Sufis, a mystical dimension to the theological tenet of “inferring from the visible
that which is hidden” (istidlal bi'l-shahid ‘ala al-gha’ib). (Ebstein forthcoming; Casewit 2017, pp. 266—
78).

These i ‘tibar-centered teachings were further developed in the 7th/13th century in the elaborate
writings of Ibn al-‘Arabi (d. 638/1240), “Afif al-Din al-Tilimsani (d. 690/1290), ‘Ali al-Harralt (d.

2 For Ibn Masarra on the divine names, see also Abii I-‘Abbas b. al-Uqlishi’s discussion of his teachings in (Ibn
al-Uqlishi 2017, vol. 1, pp. 240-43).
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638/1240), ‘Abd al-Haqq b. Sab‘in (d. 669/1270), as well as Abtu I-Hasan al-Shushtari. These authors
were indebted not only to the i tibar tradition but also to Avicennan teachings and late Ash‘arite
philosophical theology. However, the ontological discourse of these 7th/13th century mystics
distinguished itself from the epistemological foundations of Ash'arism and Avicennan philosophy
and moved away from the formative Andalusi mystical discourse. As such, they no longer held i tibar
so centrally to their worldview. (Casewit 2017, pp. 1-13, 57-90). Instead of using the term i tibar to
mean a crossing over into the unseen, they generally employed this term to denote a shift in
metaphysical perspective and described the highest religious experience in terms of fahgig.

Indeed, the term tahgig, or Sufi “realization,” “
over Islamic mystical discourse from the 7th/13th century onward, and seems to replace the earlier

authentication,” or “verification,” looms large

Andalusi mystics” emphasis on “contemplative crossing over” into the unseen. Like i tibar, the term
tahgiq has a long history. It was employed by Arabic lexicographers such as Sibawayh (d. 177-80/793-
6), and is arguably prefigured in al-Kind1’s (d. 260/873) discussion of the philosopher’s quest for the
truth (al-haqq) in his treatise On First Philosophy (Adamson and Pormann 2012). Moreover, the early
4th,5th/10th,11th century theologians used the term tahqiq to mean the rational demonstration of the
tenets of the Islamic faith. They typically employed it in contrast to taglid, or the uncritical acceptance
of transmitted teachings and delegation of authority to one’s teachers (Frank 1989; El-Rouayheb 2015,
p. 59). The Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-safd), Avicenna (d. 428/1037), and Ibn Tufayl (d. 581/1185)
used tahqiq to mean the independent logical demonstration of the veracity of philosophical teachings.
As such, a verifier (muhaqqiq) critically engages and assesses received teachings, whereas a conformist
(mugqallid) simply delegates authority to experts and transmits and explains the teachings of a school
to his pupils (Gutas 1988, pp. 187-93).

While the theologians and philosophers use the term tahgig to mean the critical engagement with
the views that are passed down in one’s intellectual school through the independent application of
the tools of logic and dialectic, for Ibn ‘Arabi and his followers, the term has an entirely mystical
connotation. Qtinaw1 (d. 673/1274) calls his path “the School (lit. drinking place) of Realization”
(mashrab al-tahqiq) (Geoffroy 2013), while Shushtari and Ibn Sab‘in reserve the term for the most
elevated Friends of God (awliyi’) who experience complete, direct and unmediated immersion in and
authentication of God’s all-embracing reality. According to Shushtari and his likeminded peers, this
verified reality is what the common believers assent to through uncritical acceptance (taglid), the
theologians attempt to demonstrate through logical reasoning ( ‘agl), and the Sufis begin taste through
direct knowledge and experience (ma rifa). Although the teachings of the “Realizers” (muhaqqiqiin)
became controversial for their bold monist conclusions, this 7th/13th century mystical discourse also
offered nuanced and sophisticated solutions to age-old philosophical-theological problems, such as
the relationship between the Essence and the attributes. By articulating a distinct ontology in
conversation with the late Ash‘arite and Avicennan philosophical traditions, they effected a long-
term epistemic shift in Islamic thought and became the subject of heated debates over the centuries.

Abt 1-Hasan al-Shushtart (b. ca. 610/1213; d. 668/1269) was a product of this 7th/13th century
Andalusi-Maghribi mystico-philosophical tradition. Due partly to the instability of the Muslim West
in the late Almohad period, he and other members of the school of Realization settled in the East, and
their teachings left an indelible mark on Islamic thought. His heretofore unstudied treatise, “On the
Limits [of Theology and Sufism],” (R. al-Qusariyya), which is analyzed, translated, and edited below,
is a succinct account of the author’s understanding of the relationship between theology, Sufism, and
the “school of realization.”

2. Life and Educational Formation

The life of Abii I-Hasan ‘Alib. ‘Abd Allah al-Numayri al-Shushtari al-Wadi Ashi al-Lashi al-Fast
al-Ribati, * has received scholarly attention in medieval biographers and modern Arabic and

3 The tribal designation (nisba) of al-Numayri traces back to Numayr b. ‘Amir b. Sa‘sa‘a, one of the clans
(butiin) of the Arab tribe (gabila) of Hawazin. “Al-Shushtari,” from “Shushtar” is a village near Wadi Ash
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European languages.* While a full study of his life can be dispensed with here, as the relevant details
have been presented elsewhere, it is worth highlighting a few biographical details that are mentioned
in modern Arabic secondary literature that have been overlooked in many secondary studies in
European languages. Shushtarl himself is silent concerning his family background, though he
appears to have been born into a prosperous family of emirs associated with the ruling Almohad
authorities in al-Andalus (Shushtari 2004, p. 41). The late Moroccan Sufi exegete, Ahmad b. ‘Ajiba (d.
1809), claims that “he was a vizier and a scholar, and his father was an emir.” (Ibn ‘Ajiba 1985, p. 28).
He was born the year of the crushing defeat of al-Nasir the Almohad to the Christians in the battle of
al-‘Uqab (July 609/1212), or Las Navas de Tolosa, northeast of Cordoba, which ushered a long period
of decline that continued for almost three centuries and resulted in the eventual fragmentation of
Islam in al-Andalus and the fall of Granada in 1492. Despite these circumstances, he seems to have
received a refined Andalusi education and was trained in a broad range of religious sciences,
although little is known about his teachers.>

Shushtari was a merchant by profession, and like many Andalusi mystics of his day, he lived an
itinerant life of voluntary poverty and in service of the poor. We are told that he traveled widely
across the politically fragmented regions of al-Andalus, visiting the cities of Granada and Malaga,
and crossing the straits to Morocco where he visited Fes and stayed in Meknes for some time. By the
time he reached North Africa, he may have already been initiated into the Sufi tradition as
transmitted by the Granadan judge Muhy1 1-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Suraqa al-
Shatibi (d. 662/1263) at the fortified outpost (ribat) of al-‘Uqab. The latter, not to be confused for his
father who was also known as Muhy1 I-Din, traveled to the East where he studied with or became the
disciple of ‘Umar al-Suhrawardi (d. 632/1234), the author of the widely acclaimed Sufi classic, “The
Benefits of the Gnostic Sciences” ( ‘Awarif al-ma ‘arif). This Ibn Suraqa later settled in Cairo, and it is
also possible that Shushtari was initiated by him there (Ibn al-Khatib 1977, vol. 4, p. 206; Massignon
1949, p. 33).

Shushtari was noted for his intense renunciation and withdrawal from the world (tajrid) and for
wearing the Sufi patched cloak (muragqa‘a) (Pérez 2000). It is in Meknes that he probably wrote his
famous poem “A little Shaykh from the land of Meknes” (shuwaykh min ard meknes). He then headed
to the Mashriq, stopping en route in Bougie (Bijaya, Béjaia) in the Eastern region of modern-day

(Guadix), east of Granada. It was named “Shushtar” because settlers from Tustar, or Shushtar (Yodar), a city
in the northern region of the Ahwaz province in Iran, settled there. “Al-Liishi,” an ascription to the town of
Loja, in the western province of Granada. Our author is also referred to as al-Fasi—tracing his lineage back
to the Moroccan city of Fez where he probably stayed. He is also called al-Ribati, which refers either to his
stay in the city of Rabat (ribat al-fath), or that he spent time in fortified outposts (ribit). He was also known as
al-Madyani (follower of Abii Madyan), and al-Sab ‘Ini (follower of Ibn Sab‘in). For more, see (Ben Arfa 2015,
pp- 135-38).

4 For medieval biographers see (Ibn al-Tawwah 2008, pp. 120-33, no. 6; Ibn al-Tawwah 1995, pp. 103-15;
Ghubrini 1979, pp. 239-42, no. 67; Ibn al-Khatib 1977, vol. 4, pp. 205-216; Baba 2000, pp. 321-23, no. 409;
Magqqart 1968, vol. 2, pp. 185-87, no. 114. 345; Makhluf 2003, vol. 1, p. 281, no. 696). For modern secondary
literature see (Massignon 1949; Shushtar1 1960, pp. 3-20; Corriente 1988; ‘Adluni 2005, pp. 135-46; Shushtari
2004, pp. 5-27; Shushtari 2008, pp. 9-48; Ben Arfa 2015; Omaima 1987; Fierro 1998; Maria Alvarez 2005, pp. 3—
34; Ben-Nas 2012; Casewit 2019 pp. 182-238; Casewit 2020).

5 As far as his education is concerned, Maqqari only tells us that “he met Shaykhs” (lagiya al-mashayikh).
(Maqqart 1968, vol. 2, p. 185). Shushtari was skilled in grammar, legal theory (usiil), hadith, Qur’an variants
(qira‘at), and was a gifted Qur’an reciter. He taught Ghazali’s al-Mustasfa, as well as al-Mufassal fi ‘ilm al-
‘arabiyya of Zamakhshari (d. 539/1143) in grammar; and the Magamat, presumably of Muhammad al-Harirl
(d. 516/1122), not Hamadani (d. 395/1007) whose text was less widespread in the Islamic West. Ben Arfa
speculates that in his young age, he would have likely studied in Guadix with Yahya b. Muhammad b.
Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. Arqan al-Numayri (d. 648/1250), a great littérateur of al-Andalus and a scholar of
language; ‘Isab. Shihab, known as Ibn al-Asbagh (d. ca. 640/1242), a scholar of hadith; and ‘Ali b. Muhammad
b. Baqi al-Ghassani (d. after 627/1230). At a mature age, he would have probably studied with famous
Andalusi scholars such as the judge Muhy1 1-Din b. Suraqa al-Shatibi (d. Cairo 662/1264), a follower of the
school of Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi (d. 632/1234) author of ‘Awadrif al-Ma ‘arif and teacher of Hadith in
Aleppo and Egypt. (Ben Arfa 2015, pp. 135-38).
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Algeria. This port city connected East-West Muslim Mediterranean trade and was a meeting place
for Sufis and scholars at the time, as well as an important stopping point for Hajj pilgrims. The famous
Sufi renunciant Shu‘ayb Abti Madyan al-Ghawth (d. 594/1198), who is known for founding one of
the earliest Sufi orders (sing. tariga) in the Maghrib, was a longtime resident of Bougie (Mahmud 1973;
Urvoy 1976; Cornell 1996). Shushtari joined the circle of his surviving disciples there. It is also in Bougie
that Shushtari, now in his mid-thirties, met Ibn Sab ‘In around 645/1247. Ibn Sab ‘In is reported to have
told Shushtari: “If you seek Paradise, go and find Abti Madyan. If you seek the Lord of Paradise,
come to me” (Maqqari 1968, vol. 2, p. 185). Commenting on this, he added: “Abti Madyan is a servant
of good works (‘abdu ‘amal), and we are servants of the divine presence ( ‘abid hadra).” (Munawi 1999,
vol. 2, p. 441)

2.1. The Qalandariyya Incident in Tripoli

Shushtar1’s attachment to Ibn Sab‘In marks an important transitional moment in his life, and it
is likely through the latter that he received much of his training in the intellectual sciences, including
theology (kalam) philosophy (hikma), Hermetic, and perhaps “Hindu” teachings (Akasoy 2006;
Cornell 1997, 2007). Following his stay in Bougie, Shushtari visited the Tunisian city of Gabes (Qabis)
and settled in the Libyan city of Tripoli (Tarabulus) to teach. The Tunisian biographer Ibn al-Tawwah
(d. after 1318) tells us that he taught various sciences there, including grammar (nahw), Arabic
prosimetric literature (magamat), and legal theory (usiil al-figh). He was also nominated for the official
post of judgeship but was turned down by the Hafsid emir al-Mustansir who accused him of insanity
(Ibn al-Tawwah 2008, p. 121). Burmiini describes the incident in colorful terms:

“Some Sufis say that he [Shushtari] contrived to free himself from the judgeship that the
people of Tripoli wanted him to assume by shaving his beard and his eyebrows, dying his
limbs with henna, and putting on dyed (mu ‘asfar) and showy (muzawwaq) clothes. They
gave him a mule that he rode, and he went to the sultan and conversed with him in that
state. When he [the sultan] saw him like that, he said: ‘Get him out of my sight, I have no
need for a madman like this,” so he immediately left town” (Burmiini 2009, p. 456).

Describing in verse what appears to be this incident, Shushtari writes:

The prisoner of love (mutayyam) is content in his lunacy

leave him to exhaust his days in his own ways.

Do not reproach him, for your reproach has no efficacy,

For in his faith, love will never leave his gaze (Ibn al-Tawwah 2008, p. 121).

Shushtar’s decision to repel public attention through socially transgressive behavior bears the
mark of the Qalandariyya, a strand of socially-deviant mysticism that flourished in 6th/12th century
Syria and Egypt under the organized leadership of the Persian mystic Jamal al-Din Savi (d. after
620/1224). The Qalandariyya built lodges in Damascus, Damietta, Cairo, and Jerusalem, then spread
into Anatolia, Iran, and India from the 7th/13th century onward. The Qalandari ascetics (nussik) were
known for the practice of shaving the head and all facial hair, coloring their hands with henna,
wearing outlandish clothing, and carrying distinguishing tokens like banners (‘alan) and battle-axes
(tabarzin). Although they are often portrayed as living the ideal of spiritual perfection and enjoyed
the admiration of poor rural communities, they tended to unsettle the established Sufi orders and
were sometimes accused of deviating from the Shari‘a and smoking hashish. They received scathing
rebukes by the sharp-tongued Hanbalite theologian Taqi al-Din b. Taymiyya (d. 728/1328)
(Karamustafa 2015, pp. 101-125; Karamustafa 2006, p. 33).6 Various types of Sufis were known to
have associated with the Qalandariyya at different phases in their lives. Shushtarl’s antinomian
statement signals the fact that he may have already had an association with the Qalandaris whom he

¢ For a compilation of medieval refutations and responses to the Qalandariyya, see (Qunaw1 2002). Their moral
code, according to the testimony given by Khatib al-Fasi, consisted of five pillars: Modesty (gana ‘at), subtlety
(latafat), repentance (nadamat), religiosity (idiyanat) and asceticism (riyadat). (Farst 1983; Kadkani 2007; Estos
2019).
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visited a few years later in Damascus. He was drawn to this group, which, like him, also practiced
full withdrawal from the world (tajrid). Like him and his master Ibn Sab ‘In, the Qalandaris were also
admired but held with suspicion by the established Sufi orders. Shushtari entered the Ribat al-
Qalandariyya in 650/1252 in Damascus where he met Ibn al-*Arabi’s direct disciple al-Najm b. Isra’il
al-Dimashdi (d. 667/1268) and probably the disciples of the Qalandari leader Jamal al-Din Savi.

2.2. His Tomb in Cairo

After roughly seven years of being under Ibn Sab‘In’s tutelage, Shusthari assumed leadership of
the “Sufi Order of Ibn Sab‘In” (al-tariga al-Sab ‘iniyya) around 652/1254 and took the title “The Leader
of the Withdrawn Sufis” (Imam al-mutajarridin). Around this period, Shushtari’s followers began self-
identifying as “Shushtariyya” rather than “Sab‘Iniyya” (Massignon 1949, p. 42). Shushtar1 had over
four-hundred disciples who followed him on his travels, and he moved with a group to Cairo where
he withdrew in al-Azhar mosque for a prolonged retreat (i tikif). In Cairo, he continued to attract
disciples and appears to have been active around Bab Zuwayla, the southern district gate of the old
Fatimid city. He undertook several visits to Medina and performed Hajj multiple times. In Mecca, he
rejoined with his Shaykh Ibn Sab ‘in. During his journeys, Shushtari visited monasteries in the deserts
of the Levant and the Sinai and described the monks and their practices in his poems.

Toward the end of his life, Shushtari and his followers made contact with the newly established
Shadhili order in Cairo and were formally initiated into the order. Whether or not this move was
triggered by controversies over Ibn Sab‘In’s teachings and his difficult character cannot be fully
substantiated by the primary sources. It is unlikely, in my opinion, that his association with the
Shadhiliyya represents a breaking with Ibn Sab‘in. Massignon postulates that he may have met the
aging founder of the Shadhiliyya order, Abtu l-Hasan al-Shadhili (d. 656/1258), along with his two
foremost disciples, Abii I-‘Abbas al-Mursi (d. 684/1285) and Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah al-Iskandari (d. 709/1309)
whom he cites in his writings (Shushtart 2004, p. 38). Shushtarl himself expresses his attachment to
the Shadhiliyya order in rhyme:

My masters, they are Shadhili,
in loving them, my heart finds its pleasure (Shushtari 2008, p. 30)

One biographical corrective that is important to note is that Shushtart is buried in Cairo, not the
graveyard of Damietta (Dimyat). This has been convincingly established by the contemporary
Moroccan scholar ‘Abd al-Ilah Ben “Arfa (Ben Arfa 2015, pp. 139—-44). The biographer Ghubrini relates
from one of Shushtar’s followers that on the year of his death (668/1269), he departed the Levant and
headed back to Egypt across the Sinai desert. He fell ill in the plain of al-Tina near Port Said (Bur
Sa‘id) on the Egyptian Mediterranean:

“I was told by some pupils (talaba) among our companions (ashab), that he arrived at it, and
on its coast (sahil) he said: “What is the name of this area (balda)?” and they said: ‘It is al-Tina
(lit. the clay).” He said: ‘[My] clay (tina) is drawn to this Clay/Tina (hannat al-tina ila I-tina)”
(Ghubrini 1979, pp. 239, 240).

This is Shushtar’s final statement on record. He died in Tina on 17th Safar 668 (16 October 1269) and
was subsequently carried to the graveyard of Damietta, where he was buried. The port city of
Damietta, located in the delta of the Nile River, was repeatedly captured by Christian Crusader ships
coming from Cyprus (qubrus) in the 7th/13th century. According to the Ayyubid historian Abu I-
Fida"s (d. 732/1331) “Concise History of Humanity” (al-Mukhtasar fi tarikh al-bashar), the Mamlik
sultan leveled the city to the ground in 648/1251, transferring its inhabitants to the village of
Menshiya. Shushtarl had once fought the Crusaders in the fortified outpost (ribat) of Damietta, and
he and his followers seem to have been drawn to its ruins. Since Shushtari was already a popular
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figure, his followers feared that the Crusaders would desecrate his tomb. His remains were, therefore,
disinterred shortly after his death and carried to his final resting place in Cairo.”

Pre-modern scholars were aware of Shushtar’s grave in Cairo. One pre-16th century poet
describes him as the “Possessor of Two Graves” (bii gabrayn) (Burmiini 2009, p. 459). Similarly, ‘Abd
al-Ghani al-Nabulusi (d. 1050/1730) records visiting his tomb in the Christian neighborhood of Cairo
in his travel memoir (Nabulusi 1986, p. 244). Another 18th century scholar, Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir
al-Qadirt al-Hasani (d. 1133/1721) mentions that he paid his respects at Shushtari’s grave, which was
then a gathering place for many visitors.® His tomb in Cairo is located near the Avenue of Abi I-Hasan
(shari® Abi I-Hasan) in the Christian neighborhood of al-Miski. The annual commemoration of
Shushtart’s death (mawlid) occurs at his tomb in Safar, the month of his death.

3. Shushtari’s Writings

3.1. Poetry

Shushtar1’s extraordinarily popular poetic corpus earned him the title the “literary voice of the
withdrawn Sufis,” (adib al-mutajarridin)” (Ghubrini 1979, p. 239). He has also been aptly called the
“Rumi of Western Islam” (Maria Alvarez 2005, p. 6) though it may be more accurate to compare him
to Ibn al-Farid (d. 632/1235) of the Arab East. While it is rare to find a mystic who has not composed
poetry, and most of the prominent Sufis of the 7th/13th century also conveyed their teachings and
expressed their spiritual states through poetry, Shushtarl’s compositions are almost universally
appreciated. Generally speaking, the more abstract and technical prose works of the monist Sufis
tended to have limited circulation and were confined to smaller circles of highly trained followers. In
contrast, their collection of poems (diwan) tended to be more widely disseminated and were
appreciated by both scholars and non-specialists. However, the contrast between the popularity of
Shushtari’s Sufi poetry and the relatively limited circulation of his technical prose works is
particularly striking in his case. His Qusariyya seems to have only survived in one unique and faulty
manuscript, in contrast to the hundreds (perhaps thousands) of copies of his Diwain, which remain
scattered in manuscript libraries and private Sufi lodges (sing. zawiya).

Shushtar1’s poetry covers a wide variety of topics.” However, one reason why his poetic legacy
was preserved and spread widely —his poems continue to be chanted in Sufi orders in the modern

7 Brockelman and Massignon say that he died on the 7th (instead of the 17th) of Safar, which is probably a
scribal error. (Massignon 1950, p. 256). Massignon reports several visits to Damietta between 1934-36 and
claims to have located Shushati’s grave with the help of Shadhilt Shaykhs. According to the latter, Shushtar1
was buried east of the mosque of ‘Amr Abii I-Maat1. Massignon adds that one Shaykh mentioned that “there
is another grave of Abii I-Hasan al-Shushtari in Cairo, in the neighborhood of al-Muski...which I visited on
27 February 1936, and again on 18 January 1937, and thanks to Mr. Pauty I obtained a copy of the plaque that
is engraved in the prayer niche (mihrab) in seven lines” (Massignon 1950, p. 275). The plaque reads that the
mosque was built by the Mamlik Emir Tuqtuba't Tuqmbaz al-Zahiri al-Salahdar in 748/1347. Massignon
speculates that the zdwiya was built for Hasan al-Tustar1 (d. 797/1396), the Cairene Sufi, fifty year prior to his
death. Sami1 ‘Al al-Nashshar, editor of Diwain al-Shushtari, claims that the grave was not identified by
Massignon (Shushtari 1960, pp. 12, 13). (Massignon 1949, p. 35). Cf. (Ben Arfa 2015, pp. 140-44).

8  This verse is found in Rihlat nasamat al-as fi hajjat sayyidina Abi I-‘Abbas. Cf. (Ben Arfa 2015, pp. 142, 43).

® Some of these are characteristic of the wider tradition of Arabic Sufi poetry, while others seem to be more
unique to Shushtari. Some poems, especially the formal gasidas, include doctrinal discussions of ontology,
metaphysics, eschatology, or polemics against the Naturalists (ashab al-tabia’i') who argue for the causative
power of natures (elements), and scenes from Christian monasteries. He also writes about classical Sufi
themes such as the necessity of being trained by a Sufi master, code of conduct toward the Shaykh, struggling
against the lower soul, Sufi wandering, wearing the patched cloak (khirqa, shashiyya), invocation (dhikr),
spiritual audition (sama ), states and stations of the soul, symbolism of wine, ecstatic spirituality, and direct
witnessing or visionary experiences (mushihada). Shushtari also takes on the role of social critic and
comments on tensions between Sufis and jurists, the hypocrisy of the learned scholars (‘ulama’) who serve
political rulers, and nostalgia for al-Andalus.
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period'?—is likely due to his gift for communicating the most sublime Sufi teachings in accessible
poetry. He transposed profane themes and symbols employed in the colloquial rhythmic poems of
the preeminent Andalusi zajal composer, Abti Bakr b. Quzman (d. 554/1159), onto a spiritual plane,
through religious zajals, strophic muwashshaha, love poetry (ghazal), and formal monorhyme gasidas
(Nashshar 1953; Shushtari 2006; Maria Alvarez 2009; Shakir 2012; Farhan 2013; ‘Adluni 2014; Hammada
2015). Thus, his poetry was likely adopted by Sufi orders because he popularized the complex
teachings of the 7th/13th century monist tradition through easily accessible poetry. On a more
practical level, his poetry was popularized by the Shadhili Sufi order, which he joined at the end of
his life in Egypt. This order, which is originally North African, spread into the Muslim East, Syria,
Egypt, and then back into al-Andalus and North Africa, and was most responsible for incorporating
his poetry into communal Shadhili and broader Sulfi rituals.

3.2. Prose

It is safe to assume that Shushtari authored approximately ten short to medium-length treatises
(rasa’il)." The medieval biographers list several of these treatises, but their number, exact titles, and
chronological order has yet to be definitively established by modern scholarship.’? One noteworthy
feature of Shushtari’s prose treatises is his emphasis on taxonomy. He devotes much attention to
defining technical Sufi terminology and displays close familiarity with the vocabulary of both his
master Ibn Sab‘In as well as Ibn al-‘Arab1.'* Many of his prose writings feature glossaries of technical
Sufi philosophical terms that are found in his poetry. In this sense, his prose works serve as keys to
understanding his poetry. Aside from these glossaries of technical terms, Shushtari also wrote on
cosmology (R. al-Mi ‘rajiyya), the classification of the sciences (R. al- llmiyya), identifying proper belief
(R. al-Qudsiyya fi tawhid al- ‘amma wa l-khassa), and a defense of the contested Sufi practice of wearing
the patched cloak (R. al-Baghdadiyya). Some treatises, including his Magalid and the Qusariyya, were
written for a disciple for the purpose of defending Sufi monists from accusations of doctrinal heresy
and transgression of the Shari‘a.

4. “On the Limits [of Theology and Sufism]” (al-Risala al-Qusariyya)

4.1. Title, History, Description of the Manuscript, and Editorial Principles

The Qusariyya appears to be one of Shushtari’s shortest and most succinct treatises, and there is
little reason to question its authorship. To my knowledge, the title of the treatise is only mentioned
by the Tunisian biographer Ibn al-Tawwah (d. after 717/1318) in Sabk al-maqgal (Ibn al-Tawwah 2008,
p- 121), although the edition does not provide the vocalization. The surviving manuscript identifies

10 Scholars who praise his poetry include Ibn al-Khatib (d. 776/1374); Ibn ‘Abbad al-Rundi (d. 792/1390), ‘Abd
al-Ghani al-Nabulusi (d. 1143/1731); and North African Sufis like Ibn ‘Ajiba (d. 1224/1809) and Muhammad
al-Harraq (d. 1261/1845).

11 The following is a list of the title of prose works attributed to Shushtart:

- al-"Urwa al-wuthqa fi bayan al-sunan wa-ihsa’ al- ‘uliim

- Mayajib ‘ald al-muslim an ya lamahu wa-ya ‘taqidahu ild wafatihi (which is shortened as al-Risala al- ilmiyya; see
al-Thata, vol. 4, p. 207)

- R al-Qudsiyya fi tawhid al- ‘Gmma wa l-khassa

- Al-Maratib al-imaniyya wa l-islamiyya wa l-ihsaniyya

- R. al-Baghdadiyya (Shushtari 1977; Ben-Nas 2016)

- R. al-Magalid al-wujidiyya fi I-da’ira al-wahmiyya

Ibn Luyun (d. 750/1349) mentions in his tahdhib that Shushtari has other works (Tahdhib al-risala al- ilmiyya, pp.
42, 43). In ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Badaw1’s introduction to Rasa’il [bn Sab‘in (Ibn Sab‘in 1965), he mentions a
treatise ascribed to Shusthari entitled al-Risala al-qadima li’'I-Shaykh ash-Shushtari in a list of works included in
a manuscript codex containing Sharh li- ‘ahd Ibn Sab’in li-talamidhihi.

12 For a brief discussion of the plausible chronology of Shushtari’s works, see (Massignon 1949, p. 57).

13 For instance, Shushtarl quotes a poem by Ibn al-‘Arabi in R. al-Mi rajiyya (Casewit 2020), and cites the
“Ringstones of Wisdom” (Fusiis al-hikam, fass Sulayman) in the Magqalid, p. 100.
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the author as “al-Shushtar1.” It vocalizes the title on f. 55v as al-Risala al-Qassariyya which is probably
a scribal mistake, for there appears to be no correlation between the treatise and the 3rd/9th century
Malamati Shaykh of Nishapir Hamdain b. Ahmad b. ‘Umara al-Qassar. Rather, like his other prose
treatises such as the Mi rdjiyya (Casewit 2020), the title of the Qusariyya is likely a later copyist’s
addition that was gleaned from a word in the text. The word that was chosen for the title, “qusarahum”
(paragraph #4) denotes that the “furthest limit” of common believers and exoteric scholars is to defer
authority to the theologians. In my edition and translation, the title is therefore vocalized as al-
Qusariyya.

To my knowledge, the Qusariyya is only extant in MS Istanbul, Siileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi, Hz.
Nasuhi Dergahi 275, ff. 55v-64r. It was part of the collection of the Seyyid Muhammad Nasuhi (1057-
1130/1647-1718) Sufi lodge in Uskiidar. The codex spans 149 folios, with 15 lines per page, and is in
good condition with little physical damage. The Qusariyya is bound in a codex along with several
other prose treatises by the author, including R. al-Mi rajiyya and R. al-Baghdadiyya, as well as works
of Ibn Sab‘in and Sha‘rani. This is a “miscellany codex” (majmii ‘a), which is to say that the volume
consists of different works that were copied by the same scribe during the same period.* I have not
been able to identify any biographical reference to the copyist, Muhammad b. al-Darwish. The
manuscript is dated mid-Dhii 1-Qi‘da 956 (late March to early December 1549) based on the dates
appearing in the three dated colophons.’> The manuscript, moreover, includes poems (ff. 87, 123v)
by Muhammad Wafa’ (d. 765/1363) and the poem on 87v is appended to Shushtari’s poems. This
suggests that the works making up the manuscript (at least the first half up to f. 89v) was likely
transmitted during the 8th,9th/14th,15th centuries through the Wafa’iyya Sufi order, a branch of the
Shadhiliyya in Cairo (McGregor 2004). As such, the codex seems to signal an influence of Ibn Sab‘In
and Shushtarl on the Wafa’iyya. Moreover, the fact that a short work by “‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani
(d. 973/1565) dated 952H (f. 125v) is included in the codex indicates that it was copied during his
lifetime, shortly after Sha‘rani wrote this short work. Although it is not possible to ascertain if the
manuscript was copied in Cairo, the inclusion of a treatise by Sha ‘rani shortly after he wrote it, in
addition, the poems by Muhammad Wafa’, suggest that the manuscript was compiled in a milieu
that is closely connected with Cairo and the circle of Sha‘rani. One may also speculate about a
possible line of transmission from the Sab‘Iniyya to the Shushtariyya to the Shadhiliyya to the early
Mamluk Wafa'iyya Sufi order to the circle of Sha‘rani.1s

The bookhand of the manuscript appears to be put together rather unprofessionally, though it
is not the product of a complete amateur. It does not seem to have been assembled for personal
purposes since it would likely be more carelessly crafted. Therefore, it is possible that the codex was
reproduced in and for a Sufi lodge where it was held. There are no seal or ownership or reading
statements. The copyist, Muhammad b. al-Darwish, is quite inelegant and unprofessional, but he is
easy to decipher. He writes in a readable naskh hand with a thick calamus. The manuscript features
fully dotted ductus, and the copyist uses two inks: Black for the main text, and red for the titles and
for some remarks. The manuscript includes almost no marginal notes or glosses. It is fully vocalized
and contains frequent shaddas. I have standardized the use of hamzas and the final ya’s in defective
forms. The Qur’an verses, which are fully integrated into the manuscript, appear without red ink and
are fully vocalized in the present edition. Although there are a few signs of revision, the copyist is
not very accurate and appears to introduce (or reproduce) syntactical and grammatical errors into
the text. Given the scribal errors, my editorial intervention was sometimes required to make sense of
certain parts of the treatise. I add angle brackets <...> to indicate my editorial interventions, and the

14 In contrast to a miscellany codex, a composite codex compiles different treatises written by different hands
at different dates at a later period.

15 See marginal note on ff. 29r, 38r, 149v.

16 Tam grateful to one of my anonymous reviewers for these hints.
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vocalization that I provide in the edition is not always consistent with the manuscript due to the
grammatical errors that are introduced by the scribe.!”

4.2. Analysis of the Qusariyya

Shushtari begins by proclaiming the unfathomability of God’s innermost secret (sirr), which
neither discursive knowledge of the Asharite theologians nor the direct mystical knowledge of the
Sufis can attain. Rather, the seeker accesses higher realms of knowledge when he delves into divine
oneness experientially and becomes aware of his incapacity (‘gjz) to know God.’® The knowers of
God thus fall into four sorts: Common believers who know God by imitation and who delegate
authority to the Ash‘arite theologians, the Ash'arites who know God through rational
argumentation, the Sufis who are directly aware of the divine presence and for whom rational proofs
are secondary to direct experience, and finally monist Realizers who transcend the binary between
the knower and known, subject and object, and are the locus for God’s self-seeing.

Given the content of the Qusariyya, it seems to be a mature treatise that Shushtari composed after
meeting Ibn Sab‘in in 645/1247. The dating of the manuscript cannot be definitely established,
however, and further research comparing Shushtari and Ibn Sab‘in’s thought is required. What is
notable is that despite Shushtari’s reference to the Sufi notion of an uncreated intellect in the
Qusariyya and the Mi rdjiyya, he does not adopt Ibn Sab‘in’s full Neoplatonic conception of the
intellect as a cosmic principle that is found in Plotinus, Alexander of Aphrodisais, Proclus, and
Iamblichus. Instead he adheres to a religious-Qur’anic worldview. At the same time, the hierarchy
he outlines in the Qusariyya bears some similarities to Ibn Sab‘In’s more complex and detailed
discussion of the definition of knowledge (hadd al-‘ilm) in his Budd al- ‘drif (“The Escape of the
Gnostic”). In Budd al-‘arif, Ion Sab‘In presents and critiques the methods of the jurists, Ash‘arites,
philosophers, Aristotelian logicians, and the Sufis.!” Shushtart’s distinction between the way of Sufis
and the way of tahgiq bears the mark of Ibn Sab‘in’s Budd al- ‘arif, and it features prominently in the
writings of Ibn ‘Arabi and his disciples as well. Shushtari’s hierarchy of knowledge also finds echo
in the introduction to Ibn al-'Arif’s well-known epistemological discussion in chapter 1 of Mahdsin
al-majalis (“The Splendors of the Mystical Gatherings”), a short treatise on Sufi ethics that was
frequently studied and quoted by 7th/13th century Andalust Sufis.?® Finally, Ibn Sina’s “The Stations
of the Knowers” (magamat al- ‘arifin) in his Isharat, may have also been accessible to Shushtari, though
there seems to be little overlap between the two texts.?!

Although Shushtari’s epistemological trichotomy is clean-cut, it is important to remember that
when theologians, Sufis, and monist proclaimers of absolute oneness put these conceptual

17 Thave not discovered a second witness of the R. Qusdriyya, though the scribe Muhammad b. al-Darwish also
copied the Mi rajiyya. I had the opportunity to edit the latter against a more reliable text and am accustomed
to his editorial peculiarities and grammatical errors (Casewit 2019).

18 Shushtari describes this state as the first “breaking of his concealed secret” (kasr al-talsum), an expression that
he uses in his poetry as well (Shushtari 2008, p. 112).

19 See his discussion of the “categories of Sufis and their sciences” (Agsam al-siifiyya wa- ‘uliimuhum) which offers
a much more detailed discussion of the various sciences, modes of knowledge, and practices of Sufis, in Budd
al-‘arif, pp. 95-113, 121-35.

20 This dense and allusive treatise is influenced, by the author’s own admission in the introduction, by a variety
of sources. These include ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari al-Haraw's (d. 481/1089) Manazil al-sa irin and ‘llal al-maqamat
(Halff 1971), as well as Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Niffar1's (d. 354/965) Mawagif. Compare the first
sentence of the Mahdsin al-majalis on ‘ilm versus ma rifa with Mawgqif al-tadhkira of Nicholson’s edition, p. 28.
According to the Moroccan scholar ‘Adlini, Shushtari was influenced by Ibn al-Arif (d. 536/1141). It is worth
noting that Chapter 1 of the Mahasin al-majalis, as well the commentary of Abti Ishaq b. Dihaq, also known
as Ibn al-Mar’a (d. 1214), who influenced Ibn Sab‘in presumably through his student Ibn Ahla (d. 645/1247),
cover similar themes and are worded in somewhat similar fashion as Shushtari’s R. al-Qusariyya.

2l Tt came to be treated as an excellent systematic summary of the Sufi path and provides an outline of the
categories of seekers (talibin): The renunciant and the knower of God ( ‘arif). See al-Namat al-tasi‘ of al-Isharat
wa lI-tanbihat, (Ibn Sina 2002, pp. 353-67).
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epistemological schemas together, they are in reality practicing Sufis who think in terms of Ash‘ar1
theology or they are Sufi-philosophers such as Ibn Sab‘in who are trained by Sufis, philosophers,
theologians. The Islamic tradition is replete with examples of theologians such as Ghazali who mix
multiple systems of thought, or Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. ca. 604/1210) who turns to Sufism at the end
of his life. Some were committed Ash ‘arite-Sufis like Ibn al-Mar’a (d. 611/1214), who define mystical
unveiling along Avicennan terms.?? Others still were philosophers such as Avicenna (d. 427/1037)
with mystical inclinations. Shushtari’s own life and works blur the lines between “mainstream” and
“extreme” Sufism, “theological” and “philosophical” doctrines, “praxis-oriented” versus
“theoretical” mysticism. This picture is further complicated by the fact that Shushtari evolved
throughout his life as he moved from master to master. As is common with many 5th—7th/11th—13th
century figures, he seems to have been comfortable engaging a plurality of perspectives and
affiliating himself with a range of spiritual teachers. Owing to his school of realization and its
perspectival engagement with multiple viewpoints, he tended to see them as complementary and
hierarchical, rather than oppositional differences, and thus had ecumenical mystical interests and
affiliations. Shushtari evinces this syncretism in his approach through his direct association with the
whole spectrum of Islamic mysticism of his day, including Abti Madyan, Ibn Sab‘in, Ibn ‘Arabi’s
student al-Najm b. Isra’il, the socially-deviant Qalandari mystics, Suhrawardi (author of ‘Awarif al-
ma ‘arif) and the founders of the Shadhili tradition.

4.3. The Way of the Theologian

In his discussion of Ash‘arism (paragraphs #3-22), Shushtar1 quotes the theologian as saying: “I
see nothing except that I see God after it.” In other words, the theologian knows God “by theological
proofs, and seeks proofs of the Creator from things.” The created realm serves as an intermediary for
the theologian to arrive at the truth through the study of the cosmos. In explaining the way of the
theologian, Shushtari offers a clear summary of the basic Ash‘arite cosmological and teleological
arguments for God’s existence, describing the created realm as one that is composed bodies, or
combinations of indivisible atoms (sing. jawhar lid yangasim) that take on accidents (sing. ‘arad). A body
“must necessarily have a combiner,” for “when one sees a built wall, one knows by self-evidence that
it has a builder.” Shushtari outlines the Ash‘arite arguments for the cosmos’ origination in time and
explains that since the cosmos is composed of temporally originated atoms and accidents —which are
noneternal since they change and must inhere in a locus (mahall) —it must be created. Its Creator must
be eternal and noncorporeal, given the impossibility of infinite regress. In arguing for God’s existence,
the theologian resorts to the proof of reciprocal hindrance (burhan al-tamanu ), and the impossibility
of infinite regress (al-dawr wa l-tasalsul).

This argument, which is explained in the Qur’anic language of God as Artisan (sani‘) and His
creation as artisanry (masnii ), traces back to Aristotle’s First Mover argument. Simply put, things are
in motion, and they require something to put them and keep them in motion based on the laws of
physics. Therefore, there has to be an Unmoved Mover, otherwise one must believe in an infinite
regress of movers. Following this argument, Shushtari guides the reader through the standard proofs
for God’s oneness, as well as essential attributes of life, knowledge, power, will, speech, hearing, and
seeing. He refutes the doctrine of unificationism (ittihad) and the Mu‘tazilite denial of divine
attributes (ta 1il). He views these teachings as deviations from the consensual “Sunni doctrinal
position,” a position that he describes as the “safest and best approach” since it is aligned with
scripture and strikes a balance between extreme doctrines pertaining to the relationship between the
Essence and the attributes.

Shushtari is also critical of the philosopher’s denial of the existence of attributes that are
additional to the divine Essence. According to the only surviving manuscript, Shushtari claims that
Ghazali collapses the attributes [life, power, will, seeing, hearing, speaking] into the attribute of
knowledge (see #21). This reading flatly contradicts Ghazali’s own position in his work “Moderation

2 See my forthcoming study, edition, and translation of Ibn al-Mar’a’s commentary on Ibn al-‘Arif’'s Mahdsin
al-majalis.
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in Belief” (al-Igtisad fi I-i ‘tigad), and it is hard to believe that Shushtari had such little knowledge of
Ghazali’s theology. Given the latter’s enormous influence in al-Andalus and given that Shushtari was
licensed to teach his Mustasfa on legal theory, it seems likely that the unprofessional copyist corrupted
the text. The original archetype manuscript may have the word i tizali which was eventually
corrupted by scribes and read as ghazali. This passage, then, would be a continuation of the discussion
on the Mu ‘tazilite denial of the attributes rather than a discussion of Ghazali.?

If we take the extant manuscript to be accurate and assume that Shushtari misread Ghazali, then
one possible explanation for this error would be that our author assumes that Ghazali’s true position
is more aligned with that of the philosophers as expressed in “The Aims of the Philosophers” (Magasid
al-faldsifa)?* or the pseudo-epigraphic work, “That Which is Withheld from the Unqualified” (al-
Madniin bihi ‘ala ghayr ahlihi). Shushtar’s misreading may then indicate his awareness of early
polemics against Ghazali, who was accused by his adversaries of being tainted by philosophy.
Whatever the case, Shushtari opposes the position of the philosophers and those who maintain that
all the attributes (apart from will and speech) are reducible to the Essence. He seems to prefer earlier
classical Ash‘arism’s understanding of the attributes as being neither other than nor identical with
the Essence. Presumably, he agrees with Bagillani and Juwayni, whose works were also in wide
circulation in al-Andalus.?

While Shushtari passes over Maturidism and the Hanbalite legal-theological tradition in silence,
as well as the Zahirite literalist school of Ibn Hazm (d. 456/1064) of Cordoba, it is important to note
that his attitude toward theology as a whole is not dismissive. In the Qusariyya and other treatises,
Shushtari takes Ash'arism as the soundest and most adequate expression of the truth at the rational
level. He clearly states in the Magalid that the great saints are those who can engage each discipline
atits own level. The saints who master the discursive knowledge of the theologians ( ilm) are superior
toilliterate saints who are not schooled in the Islamic sciences. In this sense, the discursive knowledge
(‘ilm) of the theologians, which he describes as “a veil over God,” is nonetheless a prerequisite for
full acquisition of Sufi direct recognition (ma rifa) (Shushtari 2008, pp. 88, 89) even though it is a mere
medication that must be taken with caution and only when necessary (idem, pp. 90, 91, 96, 126).

In addition to his affirmation of Ash‘arism, Shushtari insists that with regard to belief in God
and correct religiosity, the common believers must delegate authority (taglid) to the Ash‘arites in
matters of religious belief even without evidence. His concern with proper creed bears the mark of
Almohadism and is the subject of other treatises.?6 He also holds that non-Sufi scholars, including
Qur’an variant experts (mugqri’), Hadith experts (muhaddith), and jurists (furii 7), must subscribe to the
empirical judgments and rational argumentations of the Ash‘arites. They must assent, even
uncritically if necessary, since understanding theological arguments is not a condition for sound
belief. He compares the belief of these uncritical “conformists” (mugallidiin) who affirm the correct
articles of faith without evidence to that of the slave-girl who, after proclaiming God’s oneness by
pointing to the heavens, was considered to be a believer by the Prophet. Shushtari, therefore, not only
presents the Ash'arite worldview but relegates the realm of rational argumentation to the authority
of the theologians, and distances himself from Almohad scholars who questioned the validity and
soundness of a conformist’s uncritical belief (mugallid).

4.4. The Way of the Sufi

2 T am grateful for my anonymous review for pointing out this possibility.

2 For Ghazalt's discussion of divine knowledge in the Magasid, (Ghazali 2000, pp. 113-21). Ibn Sab ‘In’s criticism
of Ghazali in Budd al-‘Arif does not engage his views on the divine attributes (Ibn Sab‘in 1978, pp. 144, 45). 1
am grateful to Frank Griffel for his help on this point, and to Hussein Abdulsater for his advice on the
translation of this passage.

% For Ghazalr's discussion of the divine attributes in Moderation in Belief, see (Ghazali 2017, pp. 129-55).

2% According to Ibn Luytn, Shushtari wrote “The Holy Treatise Concerning the Assertion of Divine Unity by
the Commoner and the Elite” (Al-Risala al-qudsiyya fi tawhid al-‘amma wa’l-khassa), as well as “What is
Incumbent upon a Muslim to Know and Believe until his Death” (Ma yajibu ‘ala I-Muslim an ya lamahu wa-
ya ‘taqidahu ila wafatihi) (Shushtari 2004, pp. 42, 43).
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While the Asharite “sees God after” studying creation, the Sufi “sees nothing except that he sees
God before it” or “with it” (paragraphs #23-26). For Shushtari, this perspectival shift is the fruit of a
rational system of belief ( ‘agida) that is firmly grounded in the soil of Ash'arism. The theologian thus
cultivates a discursive form of knowledge that the Sufi needs in order to acquire direct, unmediated,
fruitional experience of God (ma rifa). Although the Ash‘arite’s rational proofs do not in themselves
inspire direct knowledge of God, they serve as a means to it. Having grasped the basic Ash‘arite
notion of and arguments for God’s existence through formal learning, the Sufi devotes himself to
spiritual practice and the acquisition of existential knowledge through unveiling. Gradually, he
overcomes his fixation on created things and begins to move in the opposite direction, seeking
“proofs for [created] things through their Creator.” The Sufi “delves more deeply into divine oneness
[than the Ash‘arite] and professes that things provide no proof for their Maker whatsoever. Rather,
the proof of things comes only from God” (paragraph #23).

As it turns out, the supposedly self-evident judgments of the theologian (e.g., orderly creation
proves the existence of the Creator) based on rational judgment and scriptural support prove to be
less reliable than previously assumed. The Sufi, however, does not reject these Ash‘arite proofs out
of doubt. He rejects them due to an increase in his certainty about God. As his fruitional experience
of the divine reality intensifies, he loses certainty in the rational proofs for God’s existence, for God
is His own proof. The Sufi confirms that the reality of things issues from the “realm of the divine
command” (‘alam al-amr) into “the created realm” (‘alam al-khalg). Like the Qur’an itself, which
repeatedly states that God is the Witness over all things (e.g., Q 41:53), the Sufi locates certainty self-
referentially in God’s own undeniability.?”

But despite this perspectival reversal, the experiential knowledge that is gained by the Sufi is
largely in harmony with the doctrines of theology. For Shushtari, Sufism both reverses some tenets
of theology and adopts others. Like the Ash‘arite theologian, the mainline Sufi strikes a balance
between theological extremes and avoids the heresies of those who claim “unificationism” (ittihad)
with God. This doctrine entails the interpenetration of human essence and the divine Essence, and
Shushtar1 attributes it to the Christian doctrine of incarnation. Moreover, the Sufi accepts the
theological doctrine of the constant renewal of all things at each individual moment. He also accepts
that there is no causal connection between events, that God is in charge at every moment, and that
His predetermination prevails. Finally, the genuine Sufi never forsakes proscription of the divine law
on the grounds that all things are predestined and controlled by God.

Thus, the Sufi experientially tastes the doctrines that the Ash‘arite arrives at discursively.
Through ethical transformation and spiritual practice, the Sufi accesses a higher reach of the intellect.
As Shushtari states in the Mi rdjiyya, this intellect does not pertain to the created realm ( ‘alam al-khalq)
but to the uncreated realm of the divine command ( ‘alam al-amr). It is moved by the Spirit (rith) and
recognizes that the rational proofs are ontologically and epistemologically preceded by the all-
embracing reality of God. The Sufi thus relinquishes the faculties that the theologian clings to so
dearly in order to access a higher realm of inspired knowledge. In Shushtari’s words, he realizes that
“the proof of things comes only from God, and it is He who alerts us to them, for they have no
existence except insofar as He pours [existence] upon them.” After all, divine existence cannot be
inferred by the created intellect through rational proof, because He transcends the Ash‘arite’s rational
construct of God. The Sufi thus critiques the theologian for constraining the reality of God’s existence
in accordance with the conceptual constructs of his delimited rational faculty. The theologian, for his
part, insists that divine existence must fit in his conceptual constructs, which is absurd because the
latter’s conceptual constructs are none other than a modality of God’s being. Through a type of
internally irrefutable empiricism of the self which removes all rational doubts, the Sufi recognizes

2 The most striking verse in this regard is the Qur’anic verse: We shall show them Our signs upon the horizons and
within themselves till it become clear to them that it is the truth. Does it not suffice that thy Lord is Witness over all
things? (Q Fussilat 54:53; see also cf. 4:33; 5:117; 22:17; 33:55; 34:47; 58:6; 85:9). God is His own greatest “proof”
since He is His own witness through the forms of creation which act as loci or His self-seeing. For a lucid
exposition of Avicenna’s philosophical discussion of Burhan al-siddigin, or “the demonstration of those who
sincerely affirm the truth” see (Kalin 2014, p. 76).
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that the divine reality cannot be contained or constrained by conceptual construction. God is the proof
of things, not the reverse. Rational proofs and conceptions are grossly insufficient in providing
certainty.

4.5. The Way of the Realizer

Shushtari presents realization (tahqiq, paragraphs #27-32) as the culminating and transformative
experience that the Sufi seeks to attain. The Sufi considers material things not as proofs for God, but
as “mere apparitions.” They are “essentially dead,” or “raised up apparitions, tents of the divine
command that are pitched by it.” From the perspective of the Realizer, a Sufi is one who begins to
proclaim that God is the sole Reality but has not fully realized that assertion. He still perceives created
existence as the empty space of a tent and is aware of the difference between God and the cosmos,
the latter being the locus of God’s manifestation. While the Sufi sees the created realm as a dim
shadow, or a silhouette, the Realizer experiences a complete absorption in direct and unitive
knowledge of God and the separative realm of other-than-God is extinguished. The Realizer is not a
monist in the sense of believing that God and creation form an ontological, unitary whole with one
underlying ultimate substance. Rather, the Realizer verifies the bold assertion that creation does not
exist at all. It is not a separate entity from God. The Realizer affirms a non-dualist truth and denies
the very existence of the Sufi’s empty “tents” of material creation. God is not veiled by anything, and
the category of other-than-God is illusory and non-existent. The Realizer (muhaqqig), therefore,
neither discovers God through creation like the Ash‘arite, nor creation through God like the Sufi, but
rather knows “God through God, and sees none alongside God but God, and considers things [other
than God] to be nonexistent.”

For Shushtari, the station of the Sufi is located midway, as it were, between the theologian and
the Realizer. Sufism stands in relation to Ash‘arism just as the school of Realization stands in relation
to Sufism. Because while the Sufi recognizes the inadequacy of the rational constructs of Ash‘arism
in proving God’s existence, the Realizer rejects the Sufi conception of a “journey to God” altogether.
For the Realizer, conceiving of the journey to God in terms of arrival at, separation from, union with,
proximity to, or distance from God is as inadequate as the theologian’s cosmological and teleological
arguments for God’s existence. The Realizer is both the perceived and the perceiver, the subject and
object of awareness. He is unaware of his awareness and is no longer aware of himself since his
awareness is none other than God’s. The Realizer attains actual realization after losing awareness of
his awareness of God, in contrast to the Sufi, who is aware of his awareness.

The Realizer loses his “traces” (sing. rasm), or the illusion of separative existence that he once
ascribed to himself and to creation. He returns to where he began, thereby discovering his pre-eternal
station in God, and completing the full circle of the journey “to” God. Upon completing the journey,
the Realizer proclaims that there is no journey to God in the first place since He is beginningless and
endless and cannot be “arrived at.” The Realizer professes sheer divine oneness (sahib al-wahda al-
mahda) and is directly aware of divine unity (sha ir bihd) through God. In Shushtart’s treatise entitled
“The Keys of Existence: Calling Attention to the Circle of lllusion” (al-Magqalid al-wujidiyya fi I-tanbih
‘ald al-da’ira al-wahmiyya), he describes a visionary experience that he had in Egypt which illustrates
this circle of realization. He explains that the rationalist ( ‘4gil) theologian completes one-third of the
circle, the Sufi knower of God (‘arif) completes two thirds, and the Realizer completes the full circle,
thereby returning where he started, and immersing himself back in society once more (Shushtari
2008, pp. 110, 11). The Realizer, therefore, meets the rationalist, the Sufi knower of God, and the
monotheist (muwahhid) at their own levels, assenting to the knowledge and experience of each one
while critiquing them at the same time.

Shushtari’s lengthiest and most important discussion of realization (tahqig) is found in the
aforementioned Magalid (Shushtari 2008, pp. 104-14). In this treatise, as in the Qusariyya, he clearly
self-identifies as a Realizer, not a Sufi. In the Magalid, he explicitly proclaims himself to be a monist
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follower of Ibn Sab‘n.?8 He insists that Realization is inexpressible by definition and that all attempts
at defining it or “giving a report about it” (ikhbar) are qualifications of the Realizer’s state, not actual
realization. Playing on the language used in discussions about taglid, i.e., the uncritical acceptance of
transmitted reports (khabar), Shushtari describes the Realizer (muhaqqiq) as one who is unaffected by
the “corporealized fantasies” of creation. For in relation to the Real (hagq), creation is falsehood (batil).
It is just a transmitted report. However, since there is no absolute falsehood, or else it would be
absolute nonexistence ( ‘adam mutlag), the realm of other-than-the-Real, or the transmitted report, is
neither completely real nor completely unreal. As such, it is composed of names that signify essences,
levels, forms, rulings, and numbers. These are all suppositional, or posited (mafriidit) names. They
are names that you have named —you and your father —for which God has sent down no authority (Q A'raf
7:71).2 The Realizer verifies the truth that these names are fantasies (wahmi) with no essence (dhat).
They are means of arriving at one’s essence, or one’s entity in God (‘ayn) yet when that arrival takes
place, there is no longer any need for them.

For the Realizer, existence is one, yet it is qualified by the names that the children of Adam assign
to its parts. All things, both good and evil, come from God but are qualified by the act of naming.
God casts veils over His creatures by assigning names to things that have no agency. These illusory
separative entities of creation are a fulfillment of God’s wisdom, and the Realizer observes courtesy
with these veils through which God acts, but he is not affected or distracted by them. Shushtari’s
most explicit description of realization in the Magalid is worth quoting in full, notwithstanding the
obscurity of his language and the poor quality of the available critical edition:

“Know that what is necessary is your entity ( ‘ayn) and what is impossible is your report
(khabar). So it is impossible to report about other than yourself. If you report—whatever you
may report—you are reporting about yourself, even by turning away from reporting. So it
[the report] is itself an imagined fantasy (wahm) in view of its reporter, real in respect of
existence. So it reports about you, and it is from none other than you. [Just as] your head is
yours, and even if it is constantly in search for the resplendent archetype (al-mithal al-jali)
itis but a head that can be cut off. So whatever sort of life you live, you will not find a “not”
nor will you understand “where” [with your delimited intellect].

The Real is real, and all other than Him is a report (khabar), and there is none other than
Him. Moreover, the report (khabar) consists of names, and names are composed of letters
whose composition breaks down into dots supposed by the imagination. There is no report
(khabar) in the Real, [because the Real is just the Real, no “other” can be “in” Him] and none
can report of Him (mukhbir), for He is other than the report (khubr) and the reporter
(mukhbir). Rather, He is He. Rather: He. Rather, through Him any verbal expression is
supposed. The name “existence” is applied only to the Essence of the One, the Real, the
Existent, and the imagined report (wahm al-khabar) suggests that nonexistence has an
essence in existence. However, in fact, nonexistence (‘adam) is not found. It possesses
nothing in existence other than the supposed ‘' / D / M of ‘adam...Thus, imagined fantasy
(wahm) and existence pervade the suppositions (mafriidat), imagined fantasies (awham) and
the one who reports of them (mukhbiriha). Thus, there is nothing with God except God in
each thing, nor is any part His.

28 The Magalid is an important treatise that needs a full critical edition. It was penned after Shushtari’s move to
Cairo, and after the year 652/1254 when he assumed leadership in, or of, Ibn Sab‘In’s order. He still refers to
Ibn Sab‘in as “our master” and had yet to join the Shadhiliyya (Shushtari 2008, pp. 108, 111).

2 Translations of Qur’anic verses are from (Nasr et al. 2015) with some modifications.

% T have doubts about how to translate this sentence. The term al-mithal al-jali seems to be a technical term.
Assuming there is no editorial or scribal error in the 2008 edition of the text, it may correspond to al-mithal
al-wujidi that Shushtari refers to later in the treatise. It is, therefore, the Alif from which all the letters of the
names of the Real issue. In relation to other images, it is like the archetypal number one, which contains all
numbers. It thus contains all forms and corresponds to the Tablet, the Pen, and the First Intellect (p. 108).
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Imagination (wahm) and nonexistence ( ‘adam) are synonymous in a certain sense. Names
possess a secret. Whoever understands it understands the letters, and whoever understands
the letters finds that they have no reality. And whoever finds no reality therein is not
deceived by the fantasy of duality (shaf’), and whoever is not deceived by the fantasy of
duality is odd (witr, [a divine name]) ...Whoever is odd is real. And whoever understands
the secret of the names is and there is no thing with him. Thus, you are you if you do not
report, and you are other than you in a certain respect if you report. And you report only
about you, and you find none other than you, and the line of your report extends infinitely
from you. Therefore, you are the real and your report is imagination. You are the
encompassing and your report is encompassed. You are the odd by which there is the pair.
You are the fixed proposition and it is disappearing. You are the spirit and it is the body.
You are the lord and it is the servant. From it you must withdraw (takhalli), and in order not
to report, you must adorn yourself (tahalli). Your existence for it is the disclosure
(tajalli)...God alone (Allah fagat). Scattering (tashattut) occurs in existence only on account of
supposing essences, levels, forms, laws, numbers, and things of that sort that are too many
to number. And all of that is through the existence of names. They are none other than names
that you have named (Q A‘raf 7:71). The one who taught [those names] is called the
vicegerent, Adam...and [the names] are everything other-than-God, and everything is
perishing except His Face (Q Qasas 28:88)...they have no essence apart from [their letters] ...
The names, therefore, move from the Essence, the Essence of the Real, the One. Their ascent
to the Real is through imagination, for they are other than the Real even though they realize
the Real and give clarity to the levels. They are, therefore, the instrument that enable you to
attain your essence, but when you attain it, you have no need for them.” (Shushtart 2008,
pp- 104-106).

Shushtarl explains that the names are not disjoined breaks (infikdk) in the chain of existence.
Rather they are images of the Real that enable you to arrive at a particular essence. He compares the
essence (dhat) that the Realizer arrives at to a king, and the content of the report (khabar) to the
doorkeeper (hajib) who allows the seeker to enter into the king’s court. Upon entering, there is no
more need for the doorkeeper who no longer alludes to, but veils from, the king. Similarly, the seeker
comes to know God through His names, which are veils in themselves. However, the seeker’s essence
(dhat) is the king and the doorkeeper (hdjib). By positing a division, he generates his own veil, thus
becoming the veiled doorkeeper (hajib).

Shushtar1’s understanding of the “school of realization” (madhhab al-tahqiq) or “school of non-
dualism” (madhhab al-laysiyya)® in the Magalid (and presumably the Qusariyya) is deeply influenced
by Ibn Sab‘in’s uncompromising monism who states axiomatically: “God alone” (Alldh fagat). Ibn
Sab‘In is, moreover, considered to be the first Muslim thinker to speak of the “oneness of being”
(wahdat al-wujiid) as a major concept. The Cairo-based Shafi‘1 traditionist Qutb al-Din al-Qastallani
(d. 686/1287), as well as heresiographers of the Muslim West including Ibn al-Zubayr (d. 708/1308),
Ibn al-Khatib (d. 776/1375), and Ibn Khaldin (d. 808/1406), blacklisted Shushtari along with other
mystics of the Muslim West, including Shiidhi, Ibn al-Mar’a, and Ibn Sab ‘In as “extremist proponents
of absolute oneness” (ahl wahda mutlaga min al-mutawaghghilin).??> Ibn Khaldtin, moreover, offers a

31 Shushtari begins one of his treatises with the statement: “God alone, and none other” (Allah faqat wa laysa ill,
see [hata, vol. 4, p. 212). Ghubrini describes Shushtari’s as “the path of realization” (tarigat al-tahqiq, see al-
Diraya, p. 239).

32 Ibn al-Khatib 1970, vol. 2, p. 604. On al-Qastallani, see (Ohlander 2008, p. 319). For an examination of Ibn al-
Khatib and Ibn Khaldiin's reception of Ibn al-‘Arabi, see Knysh, Ibn ‘Arabi in the Later Islamic Tradition, pp.
167-201. Following Ibn al-Khatib, Ibn Khaldtn, in Shifa’ al-si’il, cites Shushtar1 and Ibn Sab‘in as being
among those who believe in Oneness (wahda); in contrast to those who believe in disclosures (tajalliyat),
including Ibn al-Farid, Ibn Barrajan, Ibn Qasi, Buni, and others. Ibn al-Khatib (d. 1374), who had an
established friendship with Ibn Khaldan and shared the same teacher, al-Maqqari and Aba Mahd1 Isab. al-
Zayyat in mysticism, a commentator on Haraw1’s Manazil al-sa ‘irin.
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thoughtful summary of this perspective, which may be informed by a reading of Shushtari’s prose
treatises (especially the Magalid) given the terminological and doctrinal overlap.3®* He offers a similar
assessment of the school of tahqig as promulgators of “absolute oneness” (wahda mutlaga).’* He
accuses them of meddling with the Law, highlights the importance of the term fahgig in their works,
importance of the letters and their properties and powers and numerical symbolism. Shiidhi, known
as al-Halwi, died in Tilimsan in the early 7th/13th century, is considered the “founder” of this
“school” which maintains that “God is the sum total of what manifests and what does not manifest,
that there is nothing other than that.”3>

In the Qusariyya and in the Magalid, Shushtari responds to allegations of violating the revealed
Law as a theological problem that is raised by Realization. That is, debates over human ethical
accountability in light of divine omnipotence, not ontological debates over the oneness of being
(wahdat al-wujiid), were at the forefront of these early debates. He responds to the accusation that
monism invalidates prophetic laws and frees the Realizer from all religious and moral accountability.
This accusation is leveled against Shushtari by Ibn al-Khatib (Knysh 1999, p 183). While later scholars
such as Suyuti tended to criticize monists for introducing Avicennan philosophical terminology into
Sufism and rejected the doctrine of “absolute unity” (al-wahda al-mutlaga), Shushtari is concerned with
human accountability: How can we be judged for actions that are ascribed to us and are actually from
God? To this, he does not resort to the Ash‘arite doctrine of acquisition (kasb). He adopts the strongly
predestinarian “Hadith of the two Handfuls.”% This predestinarian position aligns more with
Shushtarl’s monist metaphysics and describes the felicitous as those who uphold the truth at every
level. The Realizer affirms that all things come from God. He does not ascribe an act to any agent
other than God, because that would be a form of associating partners with Him (shirk). The Realizer
observes courtesy with all of God’s disclosures, and one aspect of observing courtesy with God is not
disclosing truths to those who are unqualified.

In conclusion, Shushtari’s thought is an appropriate topic for a comparative Special Issue on
mysticism and spirituality in medieval Spain for several reasons. Its author not only influenced
figures like the Catalan mystic Ramon Llull (d. 1316) but also spent time visiting Christian
monasteries in the Muslim East. His interest in comparative mysticism, moreover, is evidenced by
the fact that he positions his Andalusian school of realization and the spiritual lineage of his master
Ibn Sab‘In (sanad al-tariga al-sab ‘iniyya) as part of a larger trans-historical and trans-regional spiritual
lineage that includes a motley handful of Greek forerunners (Hermes, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Alexander the Great), Muslim Andalusian and non-Andalusian philosophers (Ibn Sina, Ibn Masarra,
Ibn Tufayl, Ibn Rushd, Suhrawardi), Sufi monists (Hallaj, Shtidhi, Ibn Qasi, Ibn Masarra, Ibn ‘Arabi,

3 Ibn Khaldtin, Shifa’ al-sa’il, p. 111; Yumna Ozer, Remedy for the Questioner, Eng. trans. pp. 62-69. “The Creator
(al-Barz) (may He be exalted and glorified) is the totality of what is visible and invisible: there is nothing
besides this. The multiplicity of this Absolute Reality and the All-encompassing Existence (al-aniyya al-
jami ‘a)—which is the source of every existence—and of the Essence (huwiyya) —which is the source of every
essence—is only the consequence of illusions (awham), such as time, space, difference, occultation and
manifestation, pain and pleasure, being and nothingness. This opinion affirms that all things, if delved into,
are but illusions that refer back to the elements of information in the conscience and they do not exist outside
it. If there were no such illusions, the whole world and all it contains would be the One, and that the One is
the Truth.”

3 See Yumna Ozer’s introduction to Remedy for the Questioner, (Ibn Khaldiin 2017, pp. XIX-XII).

% For a summary of the doctrine of “absolute oneness” (wahda mutlaqa) according to Ibn al-Khatib, 1970, vol. 2,
p. 605.

% In this hadith, which experts generally consider to be authentic (sihth), God takes the two handfuls, the
felicitous and the damned, casting one into paradise and the other into hell, saying, “this group to the Garden,
and I do not care! And this group to the Fire, and I do not care!” It can be found in several versions in various
collections (e.g., Malik, Muwatta’, Aba Dawid, Sunan, Nasa'1, Sunan, al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak). It is often cited
by Qur’an commentators in the context of the verse: And when thy Lord took from the Children of Adam, from
their loins, their progeny and made them bear witness concerning themselves, “Am I not your Lord?” they said, “Yea,
we bear witness” —lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection, “Truly of this we were heedless.” (Q A‘raf 7:172).
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Ibn al-Farid, Niffar1) and early Muslim ascetics.?” In a sense, the hierarchy of knowledge that
Shushtari outlines in the Qusariyya and his discussion of “realization” (tahqig) is a specifically Islamic
counterpart to the universal spiritual tradition of his master Ibn Sab‘in that he describes in the
Niniyya.

5. Translation and Edition: On the Limits [of Theology and Sufism]

5.1. Al-Risala al-Qusariyya

[1] Praise belongs to God who veiled creation by Him and from Him, and who rendered praise
of Him by Him. Greetings upon the master of the successors and the predecessors, who affirmed the
word of [the pre-Islamic poet Labid] who said: “Indeed, everything apart from God is unreal.”

[2] To proceed: Lessons do not contain God’s mystery, nor do souls limit it, nor does paper
announce it. That is God’s bounty, He gives it to whom He wills (Q 5:54). Discursive knowledge is a veil
over Him, and direct recognition cannot reach Him. Rather, the furthest limit of these two is to make
the knower aware of his own incapacity, and that is the first break in the seal of [the knower’s]
treasure, and the undoing of his riddle.?® Therefore, the one who recognizes God by following the
authority [of Ash‘arites] is a common believer. The one who recognizes Him by theological proofs,
and seeks proofs of the Creator from things, is an Ash‘arite. Moreover, the one who seeks proofs for
things by their Creator is a Sufi. And the one who recognizes God through God, and sees none
alongside God but God, and considers things to be nonexistent, is a Realizer (muhaqqig).

[3] Thus, the one who seeks proofs for the Artisan by the artisanry says: “I see nothing except
that I see God after it,” and this is the way of the theologians. The one who considers things through
God says, “I see nothing except that I see God before it,” and that is the way of the Sufis. So also the
one who says: “I see nothing except that I see God with it” or “[I see] it from Him,” or “in Him"” or
“by Him” or “for Him” and things of that sort. As for the one who says “I see nothing,” he is among
those who have become realized in one sense. The sciences of people are thus classified in accordance
with these levels.

5.1.1. [The Way of the Theologian]

[4] As for how they seek to exposit their proofs: The common believer, the Qur’an expert, the
Hadith expert, and the legal expert limit themselves to following the authority of the theologian. The
measure of their faith is like the faith of the slave-girl whom the Messenger of God —may God'’s
blessings and peace be upon him —asked about God and she pointed to the sky. So he said: “Free her,
for she is a believer.” (Muslim 1955; K. al-Salat, #537) Despite her pointing to a direction, he was
satisfied by her affirmation of [God’s] existence because she affirmed the existence of the Artisan and
His exaltedness, and this too is a sort of existence and a declaration of incomparability.

[5] The theologian’s approach, in turn, yields the following doctrine: All things other than God
are bodies, and bodies are combinations of atoms and accidents. The term “substance” (jawhar) comes
from Persian, and it was appropriated by the theologians to mean “indivisible part,” although the
term also has many other meanings depending on the discipline. According to the theologians, a
body is defined as two or more atoms (sing. jawhar). Therefore, anything that is divisible is a body.
Moreover, an atom must have accidents such as motion, rest, color, or being. All qualities are
accidents, and an accident cannot subsist by itself, nor is it able to do without an atomic locus wherein
it manifests. Thus, it is in need of [atoms], and anything that is needful is originated in time. Since
accidents are originated in time, the atom is also originated in time, because it is qualified by

% See Shushtar1’s famous Niiniyya, a poem in bahr al-tawil meter which has received many commentaries. In
the Niiniyya, he also expounds upon the goal of the philosopher as well as the limits of the intellect (‘agl)
(Shushtari 1960, pp. 72-76; Ibn al-Tawwah 1995, pp. 106-11; Ibn al-Tawwah 2008, pp. 123-29; Ibn al-Khatib
1977, vol. 4, pp. 208-211; Faure 1998; Festugiere 1950, pp. 390, 400).

% The expression “kasr al-talsam” appears in Shushtari’s poetry (Magalid, p. 112) and the expression “fakk mi ‘mar
ramzihi” in Magqalid, p. 84.
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something that is originated in time. Moreover, an atom is never devoid of accidents nor does it
precede accidents. And that which does not precede the temporally originated is just like it. And
something originated in time that has no beginning is absurd by the very statement “originated in
time,” since the theologians consider temporal origination (hudiith) to be the negation of eternity
(qidam).

[6] Moreover, their discipline is centered around five axes: (1) Affirming that accidents exist, and
(2) that they are temporally originated, (3) whatever does not precede the temporally originated thing
is a temporally originated thing, (4) temporally originated things that have no beginning are
impossible by the very fact that they are temporally originated, and (5) that no atom is devoid of
accidents.

[7] The evidence for affirming accidents is that a body either moves by itself, or by something
added onto it, or by neither this nor that—which is impossible, for if a body were to move by itself,
then it would continue to move as long it exists [which never happens], and therefore, the only option
left is that it [moves] by something added onto it, which is the accident.

[8] Furthermore, an accident occurs after it had not been. It is replaced by what is similar,
opposite, other than, or contrary to it, and this is an attribute of the temporally originated. The whole
cosmos is a combination of atoms and accidents, therefore, the cosmos is temporally originated.
Similarly, to affirm the existence of the Artisan, you say that a body must necessarily have a combiner
who joins one atom to another. When one sees a built wall, one knows by self-evidence that it has a
builder, or that a cut door has a carpenter. Doubtless, whoever supposes that a wall stands on its
own, or that a door makes itself, is a wretched madman. Therefore, let us not address the obvious
and self-evident.

[9] When the existence of the Artisan and the eternity of the Essence become clear through this
approach, [the theologian] turns to the attributes. He affirms their existence while maintaining God’s
incommensurability. The attributes are seven, and they are mentioned in the Qur’an: Hearing, seeing,
speech, desire, power, knowledge, and life.

[10] Incomparability is oneness and eternality. Negating the attributes of temporal origination is
the way of [affirming] eternality. Moreover, we have already established “existence” and mentioned
its logical demonstration. It follows that the existence of the cosmos is as possible as its nonexistence.
Neither possibility is more likely to occur than the other. Whether [the cosmos] pertains to existence
rather than nonexistence, requires a specifier, which is the Existenciator of “existence.” Put
differently: The cosmos consists of bodies, and bodies are combinations. Since every combination
must have a combiner, the cosmos must have a combiner.

[11] Now that the temporal origination of the cosmos and its need for an Originator to give it
existence is apparent, we say concerning the eternity of the Artisan: If He were temporally originated,
then He would have a need for an originator. This case either leads to an infinite regression, or we
arrive at an Originator, not an originated thing. Since infinite regression is impossible, nothing
remains but the existence of an eternal [Originator] who has no beginning.

[12] Oneness: The approach [of the theologians] is to suppose that if there were two gods, then
we might also suppose the possibility of them disagreeing, which is not impossible. This being the
case, let us imagine that there is a body, and one god wants it to move, while the other wants it to be
still. If their wishes are fulfilled, we obtain from that body something which is both moving and still,
or both living and dead, and this is impossible. Alternatively, if the will of one god is fulfilled and
the other’s is impotent, then the impotent is not a god, and if both are impotent then the god is neither
of them, and if one seeks help from another then both are impotent, and God is far above that. If we
suppose that [the two gods] agree, then oneness would be unnecessary, duality would not be
discernible, and both gods would be impotent.

[13] Furthermore, this discussion is premised on the possibility of disagreement, which,
according to them, is a proof of mutual hindering. God mentions this in His book: Were there gods
other than God in them [i.e., in the night and day], they would surely have been corrupted (Q 21:22), He also
says: And some [gods] would overcome others (Q 23:91). Thus, those who hold polytheistic beliefs, such
as two [gods], are contradicted by a third, a tenth, or even a hundredth [god] —a corrupt contradiction



Religions 2020, 11, 226 21 of 30

to a corrupt [doctrine]. They cannot affirm their claim without another claim [contradicting theirs],
and thus they fall back on the One [God] who is agreed upon.

[14] Life: [This essential attribute] accounts for the fact that the cosmos has a single, eternal
Artisan, and that divine artisanry is not produced by someone who is dead or by an inanimate object.
Therefore, He is Living and Self-Sustaining. Moreover, life is an attribute of perfection, and it is,
therefore, His attribute.

[15] Knowledge: We observe that existent things are arranged according to a hierarchy, a
harmonious arrangement, and a habitual course of nature that is wisely interconnected and
meticulously perfected. We thus know that it necessarily issues from the knowledge of a Wise
Knower. Does He who created not know? (Q 67:14). Knowledge is also an attribute of perfection, for
were we to suppose that He is devoid of knowledge, then He would be qualified by its opposite, and
He is exalted above that.

[16] Power: We observe that existent things come forth from nonexistence and that they are
created from naught. Likewise, living creatures are created from water, and plants from nutrients,
[we observe] blood, to seminal fluid, to sperm-drop, to a blood clot, to the known developmental
stages [of the fetus]. Thus, we know necessarily that all of that comes from a power that exerts
influence and brings things forth from naught or another thing, and God is powerful over all things (Q
2:284). Were God not qualified by power, then He would be qualified by its opposite. Therefore,
power is an attribute of perfection.

[17] Will: We observe that existent things pertain specifically to existence over nonexistence.
Since it would have been [logically] possible for existent things to remain in nonexistence, we know
that [their existence] is through will of a willing God who chose their existence over their
nonexistence, He acts fully on what He wills (11:107). Therefore, Will is an attribute of perfection.

[18] Speech: This is an attribute of perfection which, were He not qualified by, would render
Him thoughtless; exalted is He above that. God says: And God spoke to Moses directly (Q 4:164). Now,
when Will is specified and Power is perfected, the [attribute of] Speech calls upon an existent thing
to manifest and come to be, so it comes to be. God says: His command when He wills for a thing is only
to say to it “Be!” and it is (Q 36:82) —thereafter, He gives it commands and prohibitions.

[19] Hearing: This is an attribute of perfection which, were He not qualified by, would render
Him deaf, and He is the hearing, the seeing (Q 42:11). After existent things become manifest, they speak,
and He hears what they hide in secret and what they declare openly: He knows what is secret and what
is more hidden still (Q 20:7).

[20] Seeing: This is an attribute of perfection, and it presupposes that which is necessary in the
others. Who sees thee when thou standest [to pray] (Q 26:218). That thou mightiest be formed under My eye
(Q 20:43). Having originated existent things, God sees them, just as He hears, knows, wills, and
overpowers them in being hallowed beyond the attributes of creation in the realm of noneternity.

[21] Among these [characteristics of creation that are wrongly ascribed to the attributes] is
otherness and unificationism that is ascribed to the exalted attributes. As for the philosophers, they
deny the attributes, which is against the doctrine of the Sunnis. The Mu‘tazilites, for their part,
interpret them figuratively as referring to God’s knowledge, in contrast to the Ash‘arites. In so doing,
[the philosophers and Mu ‘tazilites] flee from multiplicity [in the Essence]. However, we have no need
for the sects such as Mu'tazilites, the Karramites, and their fleeing! As for those who make the
attributes noneternal, that is [heretical] unbelief. Some claim that the attributes [are completely
distinct from the Essence], and this doctrine leads to multiplicity [in the Essence]. Others claim that
they hark back to the meaning of the Essence and that there is no multiplicity, and thus they are
neither He nor other than He, and that is the safest and best approach, for the demonstration shows
that multiplicity must be negated, and scripture informs us of the attributes. Thus their [the
Ash‘arites’] approach is to reconcile the two approaches.

[22] Likewise, one must not say that the God of the cosmos is “inside” the cosmos nor that He is
“outside” of it. For that is an attribution of bodies, and He is exalted above that. For if He were
“inside” the cosmos, then the cosmos would encompass and surround Him, and He is exalted above

% The manuscript has Ghazali, which I assume to be a misreading of I ‘tizali (see discussion above).
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the attributes of bodies. Therefore, what remains, as we have said, is an approach between two
[extreme] approaches, for it is impossible for Him to dwell in something or for something to dwell in
Him —He is far exalted above that.

5.1.2. [The Way of the Sufi]

[23] The Sufis, for their part, profess the doctrine of the theologians at the beginning [of their
path]. Then they delve more deeply into divine oneness and profess that things provide no proof for
their Maker whatsoever. Rather, the proof of things comes only from God, and it is He who alerts us
to them, for they have no existence except insofar as He pours [existence] upon them. The proof comes
from God, not from things:

Thou Thyself reveal, then dost Thou conceal,
Thou provest Thyself, the proof, and L

[24] Existent things are essentially dead. They are raised up apparitions, tents of the divine
command, pitched by it. Good and evil are spiritual forms that descend upon them from the world
of the divine command and by the command. This is [what the Sufis call] the high command and the
holy spirit. The cosmos conforms to the eternal will and the overpowering destiny. God says: And
you threw not when you threw, but God threw (Q 8:17), and He says: Fight them and God will punish them
by your hands (Q 9:14).

[25] Furthermore, they consider bodies to be [of] the world of creation whose accidents renew at
every instant and with each individual moment. The divine command moves them as it wishes.
Moreover, a group among those who have not gained master in the sciences may slip by committing
acts of disobedience that were destined for them, and they claim that theirs is God’s speech, or that
God speaks through us. Some even proclaim [the doctrine of] unificationism, which is absurd. For
interpenetration occurs between two essences, and that is an attribute of bodies. The proof [of the
absurdity of the doctrine of unificationism] is that there are either two existent things, or two non-
existent things, or one is existent and the other nonexistent, and there is no unification in either of
these possibilities. This doctrine is a horrendous heresy, a doctrine taken from Christian sects.

[26] Know also that the intellect (‘agl), according to the Sufis comes from the world of the
command, whereas the lower soul (nafs) is the blameworthy creature. Nafs is also the word that the
Arabs use to denote the very totality of a thing. The spirit (rith) for them is the divine command that
enters upon the realm of being so that it comes to be, and so that it moves or rests. The spirit is the
pure meaning of the Kaf and the Nun [“Be!”], and it is God’s exalted word which they call the
Universal Spirit. For it is any essence that is stripped from spirit, soul, or intellect. It possesses no act,
unlike the body, except what reaches them from the secret of the Holy Spirit, which is the Pen of
Differentiation, inscribes existent things without interruption eternally and without end.

5.1.3. [The Way of the Realizer]

[27] As for the Realizers, they say that engendered things are veils over their essences, and the
Real is not veiled by a veil. Rather, nothing exists within Him. Existence for them is one, and the
[divine] names separate, divide into parts, and veil. God proves His own Essence and is Himself
proven by Himself. The servant, for his part, is passing in his essence and exists by accident and
illusion. For the Realizers, there is no arrival [at God], since arrival implies an in-betweenness prior
to arrival, yet God is closer than arrival, separation, union, difference, proximity, farness, mental or
spatial distance, all of which are attributes of bodies.

[28] Furthermore, angels and devils, like humans, have no agency. Rather, God seeks to fulfill
His wisdom by casting veils over His creatures, and by assigning names to things that have no power.
He then teaches us to observe courtesy and to address [Him]. Hence, one way of observing courtesy
is not to ascribe evil to Him. He appoints the quiddity of Satan as the locus of evil and ugliness. He
has no power except for whatever descends upon him from the high command and the overpowering
spirit. This [etiquette with God] is similar to the way rulers are to be addressed in this world. That is,
when addressing kings and notables who commit evil deeds, the speaker ascribes them to himself
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and admits his lack of power and weakness. Do you not see what Abraham, God’s intimate friend,
said of God in his whispered prayers: [The Lord of the worlds] who created me, and thus He guides me, and
who gives me food and drink, and when I am sick, He cures me (26:78-80). He ascribes sickness, given its
hardship, to himself. As for the rest, namely creation, guidance, food, and drink, he ascribes to God.
Such is the proper etiquette of the law while believing that there is no actor but God.

[29] Among the things that the Realizers, may God be pleased with them, say is: “Whatever the
beautiful deed, it is enacted by God, and whatever the ugly deed, it comes from me and by me.” The
angels of death, [the terrifying angels of the grave] Munkar and Nakir, Satan, the ocean, snakes,
scorpions, lions, sultans, poison, and every frightening form are all appearances created by their
Creator from naught. They are given authority over whomever He wills among His servants by His
command that is concealed within their bodily frames. For the human being only recognizes a bodily
frame that is like him: A corporealized body. However, God is the absolute Agent who acts through
those veils. Therefore, whoever realizes that all things are mere corporeal bodies, and understands
the divine command within those bodies, and fears only God rather than corporealized fantasies,
then these forms of the command have no authority over him.

[30] If you say “since we have no agency, we should not be rebuked for what occurs through us,
for it all comes from God” just as others have said before you, then know that God'’s act is all good as
we have already said. He made the good to be a sign for the People of the Right and Paradise, and
evil a sign for the People of the Left and Hell, may God shelter us from it. Good and evil are signs of
the two Handfuls, and what we take into account is the final moment of death. Whoever believes that
there is no god but God, and that Muhammad is the messenger of God, and that there is absolutely
no agent but God, and if God preserves him in matters addressed by the Law which are also God’s
command, and he achieves conviction that all things come from Him —including the sword and the
whip—and that the Fire is a decree that cannot be repelled and a command that prevails, and he
persists upon the standard path of uprightness which God describes as upright on the tongues of His
creatures —even though He is the actor through those corporeal tongues that He originates—then he
is among the felicitous. Indeed, God expresses that world, and displays generosity toward the
upright, and disdain toward the depraved in this abode, for axiomatically, nothing other than God’s
command exercises control.

[31] Furthermore, whoever is informed of a secret and pronounces it publicly will not be
informed of secrets so long as he lives, [and] is to be executed [for breach of] courtesy, even if the Real
were to call him a liar. May God make us among those who obey Him and His messenger by His
favor and grace, there is no Lord but Him, and no object of worship but Him.

[32] Moreover, know that to affirm an act to anyone other than God is to ascribe partners to Him.
To those who claim this idea, recite to them: That is because when God alone is called upon, you disbelieved,
and when partners are ascribed to Him, you believe (Q 40:12). Tell them when they call upon you to
abandon your proclamation of God’s oneness: Oh my people, how it is that I call you unto salvation while
you call me unto the Fire? You call upon me to disbelieve in God and to ascribe as a partner to Him that whereof
I have no knowledge, whereas I call you unto the Mighty, the Forgiving. There is no doubt that that unto which
you call me has no call in this world or the Hereafter (Q 40:41-43). May God protect us from ascribing
partners to Him, from hidden doubt, falsehood, and stupidity. He is the All-Bestower, the Exalted,
the Forbearing, the Generous.

God bless our master Muhammad, his family, and his companions, and may He greet them with
abundant greetings of peace until the Day of Requital.
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