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Abstract: Because of the requirements of marine resources exploration and underwater cooperative
operation, the underwater operation of common detection and communication equipment is difficult
and unreliable. Therefore, it is urgent to establish an accurate underwater target detection and multi-
node communication integrated system. An integrated method of underwater electric field detection
and communication based on P4 code-modulated OFDM signal is proposed in response to the above
requirements. The working principle, system structure, and signal processing of underwater electric
field detection and electric field communication are similar. This article uses detection signal P4 code
to modulate the phase of OFDM communication signal, thus realizing the integration of Underwater
Detection and Communication System (IUDCS). The simulation results show that IUDCS can meet
the detection range and velocity characteristics of underwater dynamic targets. The simulation results
also meet the requirements for communication error rate and symbol error rate, thereby verifying
the performance of underwater electric field IUDCS. This method is necessary for the realization of
IUDCS in terms of reducing platform size, reducing power consumption, and enhancing concealment.
Moreover, it shows good application prospects in underwater robot cluster operations.

Keywords: orthogonal frequency division multiplexing; P4 code; phase modulation; detection and
communication integration

1. Introduction

With the increasing shortage of land resources, the development of marine resources
is urgent. It has become a new field of global economic and defense strength competition.
The ocean occupies 71% of the earth’s surface and contains rich oil and gas resources,
biological resources, and mineral resources. However, the harsh natural conditions hinder
the exploration of the ocean. So far, human research on the oceans has mainly relied on
space-based observation, underwater ocean observation, sea-based observation, and other
means. Research and development of exploration tools have become a new direction for
researchers. The complex underwater environment makes it difficult for ordinary detection
equipment to conduct underwater detection. Moreover, the widely used communication
methods on land also severely attenuate underwater. Therefore, it is very important to
achieve precise detection of targets in complex underwater working environments and
ensure smooth information exchange between underwater swarm robots. The content of
this article is inspired by the electric field detection and communication mechanism of
weakly electric fish in a complex underwater environment.

In underwater electric field detection, many teams have carried out relevant research
and made some achievements in the field positioning in recent years. The random walk
and minimum particle expected variance algorithm, proposed by Solberg et al. [1], and the
Kalman filter algorithm, proposed by Lebastard et al. [2], have achieved a good positioning
effect. Morel et al. also improved the underwater target location algorithm based on the
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neural networks according to the optimization theory [3], improving the target location
accuracy. Lanneau et al. [4] proposed an underwater target location method based on a
multi-signal classification algorithm. Lim et al. [5] proposed a generalized MUSIC algorithm
for underwater target location, which involves multiple inverses of the covariance matrix,
resulting in relatively high computational complexity. Peng Jiegang and others from the
University of Electronic Science and Technology proposed a simulation method for an
active electric field positioning system based on a quasi-static electric field and the Cole–
Cole resistivity model. It obtained the response laws of various materials of the target to
underwater electric fields under different wave excitation signals [6]. At the same time, the
developed underwater target positioning system requires less accuracy of the forward model.
It approaches the target and locates the target through continuous iterative calculation and
feedback motion [7]. At present, the commonly used target location algorithm is the moving
location method based on the optimization theory, which has the disadvantages of slow
search speed, large amount of computation, and poor location accuracy.

The field of underwater electric field communication has seen relatively little research
due to the short communication distance of underwater electric fields. It was not until the
early 21st century that electric field communication was re-studied as the exploration of
the ocean deepened. Tucker et al. first proposed the concept of conducting electric field
signals to realize the transmission and detection process of electric field communication
signals [8]. Momma et al. [9], through the principle of recent communication, found that the
effective distance of electric field communication is a function of current and verified the
feasibility of electric field communication through experiments. Joe et al. [10] established
the experimental transmission circuit of a quasi-static current field digital signal. They
proposed a method to focus the current in the required direction to improve the underwater
communication distance. The team also established a distance–frequency dependent path
loss model, and the results of channel characteristics have important reference values for
the design of digital communication [11]. Xie Guangming of Peking University has built a
current communication system for a small bionic underwater vehicle, and analyzed the
factors that influence the communication performance of key parameters such as electrode
spacing and emitter current [12]. A team also designed the operation mechanism of the
protocol and the detection method of channel status for the electric field communication of
multiple robotic fish based on CSMA/CA [13]. Research teams at home and abroad have
mainly carried out research on the factors affecting the communication performance of
underwater electric fields, and the possibility of communication is only available at close
range. To resist environmental interference in the actual use process, it is necessary to
study a new modulation and demodulation technology and realize the multi-node cluster
communication of underwater vehicles in engineering.

The advantages of underwater electric field communication in close-range communi-
cation include the following: (1) Due to changes in seawater temperature or density, as well
as reflections and refractions caused by obstacles, there are problems with multipath effects
and blind spots in underwater acoustic communication. In areas with obvious layered
seawater media, communication is often difficult. There are no such problems with electric
field communication, and the transmission signal is stable, i.e., not suddenly interrupted
due to seawater stratification. (2) The absorption, emission, and refraction of electromag-
netic waves by seawater are relatively large, and the higher the frequency, the greater the
attenuation. Communication is often difficult in high-density areas. (3) Compared to un-
derwater acoustic communication, underwater electric field communication is a low-noise
system. In principle, increasing current without increasing power can expand the effective
communication range. (4) The electric field communication method not only achieves
wireless communication but also eliminates the need to install large antennas, making it
simple and highly flexible [14–16]. The comparison of underwater electromagnetic waves,
acoustic waves, and electric field communication is shown in Table 1.
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Table 1. Comparison of electromagnetic waves, acoustic waves, and electric fields.

Characteristic Electromagnetic Wave Acoustic Wave Electric Field

Media dependency No need to rely on media Must rely on
medium vibration

Low medium
dependency

Typical operating
frequency Megahertz Tens of kilohertz Tens of kilohertz

Absorption
attenuation in water 3 dB/m@ 10 kHz 1.1 dB/km@ 10 kHz Almost no

attenuation

Media uniformity Basically propagating in a
straight line

Highly affected by
temperature and
propagated in a
curved manner

Can achieve
omnidirectional

dissemination now

Propagation delay Low latency Large latency Almost no latency

Communication
distance A few meters Dozens of

kilometers Tens of meters

Affected by
environmental factors

Electromagnetic
noise impact

Emission,
multipath impact

Electromagnetic
noise impact

The discovery of weakly electric fish brings a new idea for integrating underwater
target detection and cluster communication [17,18]. The weakly electric fish can emit
a weak electric field through the discharge organs at the tail. When there are objects
around, the electric field will be distorted. The weakly electric fish can sense the distorted
electric field through the tissues on the body surface to achieve the goal of exploring
the surrounding environment and the purpose of information interaction between the
same species [19–21]. By actively transmitting and sensing electric field information,
weakly electric fish can navigate, prey, communicate, and survive in the deep sea, which is
completely dark and has no light, with bad and turbid water quality and a complex water
environment. The advantages of using an active electric field for underwater detection
and communication grant it unique performance advantages in adapting to complex water
conditions with low visibility and turbidity. Weakly electric fish can actively generate
the electric field and perceive the distortion of electric field so as to realize the target
perception of the surrounding environment and the same kind of information interaction.
Active electric field detection and electric field communication are related in the working
principle, system structure, signal processing and other aspects. Therefore, research on
integrating underwater electric field detection and communication system based on the
OFDM mechanism of P4 code modulation is carried out [22,23].

In this article, the integration method of underwater electric field detection and commu-
nication based on P4 code-modulated OFDM signal is adopted to solve the difficulties of the
integration of underwater electric field detection and communication. OFDM is a special
multi-carrier transmission technology, which converts high-speed serial data into low-speed
parallel sub-data streams and then modulates the data to multiple orthogonal sub-carriers
for transmission. OFDM can effectively improve the frequency spectrum utilization, and
by inserting guard intervals between OFDM symbols, the inter-channel interference and
inter-symbol interference can be eliminated to a greater extent. P4 code has the fuzzy distance
function, which has the characteristics of a narrower main lobe, lower side lobe, and better
performance. The characteristic of the P4 code makes the modulated OFDM signal fuzzy
function ideal, and it can easily realize the integration of the detection and communication
systems. Therefore, this article adopts an underwater electric field detection and commu-
nication system integration based on P4 code-modulated OFDM mechanism. This article
completes the simulation and validation of underwater IUDCS and prospects the potential
application of the proposed method in underwater robot cluster operation.

The rest of this article is organized as follows: in Section 2, the P4 code modulate-
OFDM detection and communication integration process is described; we complete the
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simulation parameter setting and corresponding simulation result analysis of the integrated
system of underwater electric field detection and communication in Section 3; Section 4
gives the simulation conclusion.

2. P4 Code-Modulated OFDM Detection and Communication Integration Process
2.1. OFDM Process

In order to overcome the influence of frequency selectivity of the broadband channels
on single-carrier transmission, a multi-carrier can be used to achieve high data rate trans-
mission. At the transmitter, pluralities of narrow-band filters decompose the broadband
signal into several narrow-band signals. At the receiver, multiple narrow-band filters are
used to synthesize these narrow-band signals [24].

The general form of the OFDM signal can be expressed as follows:

s(t) = ∑N
n=1 ωnexp(j2π∆ f t)un(t/Tb), (1)

where N represents the number of subcarriers, ωn is the weighting coefficient of the n
subcarrier, the OFDM symbol period is Tb, un(t/T) is the rectangular envelope of the nth
subcarrier data, ∆ f is the frequency interval of the subcarrier, and T∆ f = 1. It can be seen
that s(t) is a linear superposition of N single-frequency signals.

In an OFDM symbol period, Tb, each subcarrier contains an integer period—that is,
the single period length of the nth subcarrier is Tb/n—and each adjacent subcarrier has a
period difference, then:

1
Tb

∫ Tb

0
exp(j2π fnt)exp(−j2π fmt)dt =

{
1 m = n
0 m 6= n

. (2)

Each subcarrier sequence is sending its own signal, overlapping each other in the
medium and finally seeing the signal at the receiver is f (t). After receiving the hybrid
signal f (t), the receiver performs the operation of multiplication and integration on each
subcarrier, respectively; then, the signals carried by each subcarrier can be taken out,
respectively. The OFDM system in the time domain is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Schemes follow the same formatting.

From the analysis in the frequency domain, the multiplication of the time domain in
s(t) corresponds to the convolution in the frequency domain. The spectrum amplitude of
the known rectangular pulse is the sinc( f Tb) function, which has the maximum value at
f = 0 and is zero at the frequency points at integer multiples of 1/Tb. The spectrum of
OFDM subcarriers is shown in Figure 2, and the frequency interval of adjacent orthogonal
sub-carriers is ∆ f . Since the subcarrier interval is at the maximum value of a subcarrier, the
maximum value of the spectrum of each subcarrier is calculated during demodulation. At
this time, only the subcarrier has a signal. As long as the maximum point is aligned, the
symbol of each subchannel can be extracted from the overlapping sub-channels without
interference from other subchannels [25].
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2.2. P4 Code-Modulated OFDM Signal

Phase-coded signals have high similarity with OFDM signals, and the angle analysis
of communication shows that the phase coded signal is similar to MPSK modulation. For
the detection system, the sum of multiple phase-coded detection signals with different
frequencies is the OFDM phase-coded signal, so the spectrum of the signal will be relatively
wide [26]. The polyphase coding characteristics of P4 code modulation are analyzed below.

P4 code is a common multiphase code used in detection. Its generation principle is
Nyquist sampling based on the real and imaginary parts of the baseband LFM signal. P4
code takes the center frequency of the LFM signal as the local frequency, so the region with
the most phase growth of P4 code is at both ends of the encoding, so it has a good bandwidth
limit tolerance, which is conducive to reducing out-of-band noise superposition [27]. The
phase increment of the P4 code is:

φm =
π(m− 1)2

Np
− π

(
Np − 1

)
, (3)

where m = 1, 2, 3, . . . , Np, Np representing P4 code bits, and φm is the phase jump coefficient.
P4 code essentially comes from the sampling of the linear frequency modulation signal, so
it still retains excellent Doppler tolerance in terms of detection performance. It is suitable
for application in the scenario where the detection target has relative speed.

The characteristics of the P4 code make the fuzzy function of the OFDM signal ideal,
and OFDM signal has the features of multi-carrier transmission. Therefore, an integrated
signal of detection and communication based on cyclic shift P4 code is designed. For
integrated detection and communication systems, the echo of the integrated transmission
signal received by the receiver of the system is processed through the accumulation of
pulses. When the cumulative number of pulses increases, the cyclically shifted P4 code can
still maintain good ambiguity function characteristics and anti-Doppler ability, and it has
good autocorrelation characteristics [28].

The autocorrelation function of the 32-bit P4 code is simulated and analyzed. As
shown in Figure 3, the autocorrelation performance of 32-bit P4 code is relatively good,
which can effectively reduce the adverse impact of communication information modulation
on the ambiguity function of the integrated waveform. It is beneficial to the detection and
communication integration of echo signal identification [29,30].
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The 32-bit P4 code ambiguity function is shown in Figure 4. The results show that
the ambiguity function is in the shape of a diagonal blade. Its important feature is that
the fuzzy volume is concentrated on the “ridge” that coincides with the axis. The narrow
pulse is oriented along the frequency axis and has good range resolution. The wide pulse is
oriented along the time delay axis and has good velocity resolution.
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The chip of OFDM corresponds to the communication symbol. cm is the sequence
number after bit mapping and the corresponding phase state, which can be regarded
as a decimal number. Therefore, the phase on each OFDM subcarrier is determined
by the number of cm and P4 codes. cm can represent the shift of P4 codes, so different
communication information can be represented by different shift orders. Figure 5 shows
the carrying process of 32-bit cyclic shift P4 code communication information.
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2.3. Integration Process of Detection and Communication System Based on OFDM Mechanism of
P4 Code Modulation

The signal of the integration process of detection and communication system based on
the OFDM mechanism of P4 code modulation is expressed as:

s(t) = ∑N−1
n=0 ∑M−1

m=0 hm,ne(j2πn∆ f (t−mTb))rect
(

t−mTb
Tb

)
, (4)

where M is the number of OFDM symbols, N is the number of subcarriers, Tb is the
width of an OFDM subcarrier symbol, ∆ f = 1/Tb is the subcarrier frequency interval,
hm,n represents the communication data information loaded on the mth symbol of the
nth subcarrier of OFDM, and it is an N ×M matrix. In the matrix, each column vector
represents an OFDM symbol, each row vector represents an OFDM subcarrier, and each
element represents the complex data made from binary data by a cyclic shift of P4 code.
The time-frequency structure of P4 code-modulated OFDM detection and communication
integration signal is shown in Figure 6:
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As shown in Figure 6, when the number of subcarriers is N, and the number of OFDM
symbols is M, a maximum of N ×M modulation data can be transmitted within a pulse.
Bandwidth B of OFDM shared signal is determined by the number of subcarriers N and
the frequency interval ∆ f . It is expressed as:

B = N∆ f . (5)

The signal duration is determined by the number of OFDM symbols M and the
duration of an OFDM symbol Tb:

Ts = MTb. (6)

According to the orthogonal characteristics of the integrated signals, it can be known
that the time–bandwidth product P of OFDM detection signals in the shared system is:

P = BTs = NM. (7)

It can be seen that the integrated signal brings the characteristics of the large time-
bandwidth product, and the detection has a high resolution.

After a series of processing at the receiver, the signal entering the detection processing
module is expressed as:

y(t) = ∑N−1
n=0 ∑M−1

m=0 hm,nej2π fc
2R
c e(j2πn∆ f (t−mTb−τ(t)))ej2π fdtrect

(
t−mTb − τ(t)

Tb

)
+ np(t), (8)
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where R represents the distance between the detection and communication integration
platform and the target to be measured, ν represents the target moving speed, fc represents
the carrier frequency, c represents the transmission speed of the underwater electric field,
τ(t) = (2R− 2νt)/c represents the delay of the echo signal, fd = 2ν fc/c represents the
Doppler frequency shift, and np(t) represents the noise.

According to Equation (8), FFT demodulation of the target echo signal can be obtained:

g( f ) =
1
2

Tb ∑N−1
n=0 ∑M−1

m=0 hm,ne−jπn∆ f Tb e−j2π f (mTb−Tb/2)sinc(π( f − n∆ f )Tb). (9)

The communication terminal uses a constant envelope OFDM signal to reduce PAPR,
and the bit error rate of the constant envelope OFDM system is analyzed [31–33]. The
receiving signals at the receiver are:

r(t) = s(t)exp{jϕ0}+ wt, (10)

where ϕ0 is the additional frequency shift of the channel, and wt is the noise signal, assum-
ing that the noise received is the Gaussian white noise signal.

Therefore, the expression of the signal after phase demodulation is:

φ′(t) = φ(t) + ϕ0 + θ + ξ(t), (11)

where θ is the additional phase shift of the phase demodulation, and ξ(t) is the nonlinear
output of Gaussian white noise, meeting the following requirements:

ξ(t) = arctan
[

Aw(t) sin[φw(t)− φ(t)− θ − φ0]

A + Aw(t) sin[φw(t)− φ(t)− θ − φ0]

]
(12)

where Aw(t) and φw(t) are the amplitude and phase information of the noise.
The integrated signal of OFDM underwater electric field detection and communication

based on P4 code modulation can be used to analyze the speed and distance of the target
by the pulse compression algorithm, as well as the information sent by FFT demodulation.
The integrated block diagram of integration of the detection and communication system
based on the OFDM mechanism of P4 code modulation is shown in Figure 7 [34,35].
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mechanism of P4 code modulation.

The system first generates binary data at the transmitter, encoding and modulating
the communication information data into P4 code sequence. The modulated data are
converted into multi-channel low-speed data through series-to-parallel and then IFFT in
the digital domain and converted into the serial data stream after parallel-to-serial conver-
sion. Then, after adding the cyclic prefix and D/A conversion, it is transmitted through
the transmitting electrode through the channel. At the receiver, after A/D conversion
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and removing the cyclic prefix, the signal is sent to the communication signal processing
module and the detection signal processing module, respectively. After the communication
information passes the series to parallel conversion, FFT, and parallel-to-serial conversion,
the phase information of the P4 code is obtained after the demodulation and decoding
mode is completed, and the communication data are restored, while the detection and
processing module carries on the multi-target signal processing so as to extract the target
information and complete the speed and ranging measurement function. P4 codes can
form complementary sets through cyclic shifts, representing different communication infor-
mation through different shift orders, thus achieving information encoding and decoding.
The whole system is based on the principle of underwater electric field detection and
communication, which can realize the sharing of the integrated platform of detection and
communication system.

3. Integrated Simulation of Detection and Communication
3.1. Simulation Parameter Setting

The signal transmission model used in this article is a quasi-static electric field channel
model. When the changing current flows through the emission electrode, the alternating
electromagnetic field will be generated nearby, and the transmission medium, water, is
a good conductor, so the conduction current and displacement current effect must be
considered at the same time. The goal of simplification is to analyze the physical model
of electric field communication by analyzing multiple electrostatic field sequences with
varying field strengths over time; that is, the alternating electric field satisfies quasi-static
field conditions if we set the simulation parameters as below.

For the simulation environment in seawater, σ is the conductivity, µ is the permeability,
and f is electrode transmission frequency. When σ = 4, µ = 1.257× 10−6 Hm−1, f = 12 kHz,
the propagation wavelength of the electric field in seawater can be expressed as:

λ =
2π√
π f µδ

= 14.431 m, (13)

Underwater electric field transmission wave speed is v, the unit of frequency—can be
configured by the user through the “frequency” property.

v = λ f = 1.732× 105 m/s (14)

We set the bandwidth B = 100 kHz, IFFT, and FFT point N f to 1024, and carrier
number N = 1024.

The carrier interval is:
∆ f = B/N = 97.656 Hz. (15)

The maximum majority Doppler shift is:

f dmax = ∆ f /10 = 9.7656 Hz. (16)

OFDM period Tb is:
Tb = 1/∆ f = 0.0102 s. (17)

Distance resolution is:

Rmax = c ∗ Tb/2 = 886.784 m. (18)

The velocity resolution is:

Vmax = c ∗ f dmax/ f /2 = 70.4753 m/s. (19)
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Table 2 shows the parameter setting for underwater electric field IUDCS simulation.
Under these parameters, the detection performance and communication performance of
the integrated detection and communication system are simulated and analyzed.

Table 2. Settings of the system simulation parameter.

Symbol Parameter Value

σ Conductivity 4 Sm−1

µ Permeability 1.257× 10−6 Hm−1

f Transmission frequency 12 kHz
λ Wavelength 14.431 m
v Wave velocity 1.732× 105 m/s
B Bandwidth 100 kHz

N f IFFT and FFT points 1024
N Number of subcarriers 1024
∆f Carrier interval 97.656 Hz
M Number of OFDM 256
Tb OFDM period 0.0102 s
Q Number of data in an element period 1

fdmax Maximum Doppler shift 9.7656 Hz
Rmax Range resolution 5 m
Vmax Velocity resolution 5 m/s

3.2. Simulation Results of Transmitter

The binary data are generated at the transmitter, and the communication information
data are encoded and modulated into the P4 code sequence. After modulation, data are
converted into multi-channel low-speed data through series-to-parallel and then IFFT in the
digital domain and converted into the serial data stream after parallel-to-serial conversion
so as to obtain the carrier signal of IUDCS after OFDM multi-carrier modulation. The
in-phase and orthogonal components are shown in Figure 8.
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After OFDM multi-carrier modulation, the serial signal of IUDCS is obtained, and
the autocorrelation analysis of the signal is carried out to obtain the simulation results,
as shown in Figure 9. The results show that when the length of the intercepted data is
consistent with that of the originally transmitted signal, the modulated signal has good
autocorrelation. Therefore, while suitable for communication operations, it will reduce the
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impact of communication information on detection, which is conducive to the separation
of signal and noise, improve the signal-to-noise ratio, and improve the security of system
information transmission.
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A filter with a normalized cut-off frequency of 1/10 and filter order of 13 is selected to
filter the integrated signal of detection and communication after modulation. The output
digital signal processed by the digital filter must undergo digital–analog conversion and
smoothing processing. The frequency response characteristics of the D/A filter are shown
in Figure 10.
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The signal data of IUDCS are filtered and smoothed by a D/A filter, and the filtered in-
tegrated detection and communication signal transmitted is of the in-phase and orthogonal
components, as shown in Figure 11.



J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2023, 11, 920 12 of 19

J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2023, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 12 of 19 
 

 

 
Figure 10. Frequency response characteristics of D/A filter. 

The signal data of IUDCS are filtered and smoothed by a D/A filter, and the filtered 
integrated detection and communication signal transmitted is of the in-phase and 
orthogonal components, as shown in Figure 11. 

 
Figure 11. In-phase and orthogonal components of the signal after filtering. 

The filtered in-phase and orthogonal components of the integrated signal of detection 
and communication are moved to the frequency spectrum to achieve stable underwater 
operation of the integrated signal and reduce interference. It is easier to obtain high-gain 
and frequency response characteristics under stable conditions. The in-phase and 
orthogonal components of the signal of IUDCS are moved to the intermediate frequency, 
as shown in Figure 12. 

Figure 11. In-phase and orthogonal components of the signal after filtering.

The filtered in-phase and orthogonal components of the integrated signal of detection
and communication are moved to the frequency spectrum to achieve stable underwater
operation of the integrated signal and reduce interference. It is easier to obtain high-
gain and frequency response characteristics under stable conditions. The in-phase and
orthogonal components of the signal of IUDCS are moved to the intermediate frequency, as
shown in Figure 12.
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Thus, the transmission signal of IUDCS combined with intermediate frequency output
by the underwater transmitting electrode is obtained, and the waveform of the final
transmitting terminal is shown in Figure 13.
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3.3. Simulation Results of Receiver

Three target information and Gaussian white noise interferences were added to the
simulation. The integrated echo signal of detection and communication with the target was
obtained at the receiver, as shown in Figure 14.
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Then, the detection and communication integrated echo signal added to the target is
processed by removing the intermediate frequency. The in-phase and orthogonal compo-
nents of the detection and communication integrated signal after removing the intermediate
frequency are obtained, as shown in Figure 15.
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Figure 15. Integrated signals of detection and communication after removing intermediate frequency.

Based on the analysis of the integrated sequence of P4 code-modulated OFDM detec-
tion and communication, assuming that the integrated system of target distance detection
and communication is 10 m, 30 m, and 50 m, and the velocity is 10 m/s, 30 m/s, and
50 m/s, and the channel is a Gaussian white noise channel, the detection processing mod-
ule completes the identification of target position and speed. Figure 16 simulates the range
velocity joint display of the IUDCS echo waveform. It can be seen from the figure that
using the pulse compression cascade FFT method can effectively obtain the distance and
velocity information of the detected target. The simulation results in Figure 16 show that
the dynamic identification of three targets can be achieved. They verify the detection ability
of underwater IUDCS signals for targets.
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Further processes to obtain the detection range and speed output are shown in
Figures 17 and 18, respectively.
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Figure 18. Detection signal range output.

Figure 16 shows the integration of the underwater electric field detection and commu-
nication systems based on the OFDM mechanism of the P4 code modulation’s joint display
of three target velocities and ranges. As can be seen from Figure 17, the simulation results
show that three peaks appear at 10 m, 30 m, and 50 m, respectively, which indicates that the
velocity of the three targets has bee, correctly identified. Similarly, the simulation results
show that three peaks appear at 10 m/s 30 m/s, and 50 m/s, respectively (see Figure 18),
which indicates that the range of the three targets has been correctly identified. To sum up,
simulation results show that the three dynamic targets have been correctly detected.

The decoding and demodulation process is carried out at the communication end,
and the symbol error rate and bit error rate of the integration waveform of the underwater
electric field detection and communication system based on the OFDM mechanism of the
P4 code modulation are simulated and analyzed. The bit Np of P4 code is 32, and the result
of the signal received at the receiver of the system is obtained, as shown in Figure 19.
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Figure 19. Comparison of symbol error rate and bit error rate between communication theory
and simulation.

As shown in Figure 17, when the symbol SNR is 0 dB, the symbol error rate of theory
and simulation is 0.2921, and the bit error rates are 0.1587 and 0.2125, respectively, in the
white Gaussian noise channel. When the symbol SNR is 14 dB, the symbol error rates of
theory and simulation are 5.39 × 10−7 and 4 × 10−6, and the bit error rates are 2.70 × 10−7

and 0.5 × 10−6, respectively.
The signal bandwidth is B, and the pulse duration meets Tb = N/B, where N repre-

sents the number of subcarriers. Since Np = 32 bit P4 code modulation is adopted, the
communication transmission rate can be obtained as follows:

q =
log2 Np

Tb
=

B · log2 Np

N
= 488.28 b/s. (20)

The simulation results show that the theory of the symbol error rate and bit error rate
of the integrated signal of OFDM detection and communication, modulated by 32-bit P4
code, is consistent with the simulation analysis. Moreover, with the gradual increase of
SNR, the symbol error rate decreases by six orders of magnitude, while the bit error rate
decreases by five orders of magnitude. The deviation between simulation and theory is
due to the threshold effect of phase modulation, so the phase output will be distorted at
low SNR. When the symbol SNR is greater than 10 dB, the bit error rate and symbol error
rate are both below 10 × 10−3, which can meet the requirements of underwater electric
field communication.

Based on the integrated simulation results of underwater electric field detection and
communication, the communication transmission rate is approximately 0.5 kbit/s, which
can meet the needs of most underwater electric field close-range communication. When
the bandwidth is fixed, increasing the length of the P4 code will reduce the communication
rate. Thus, when the symbol signal-to-noise ratio is constant, both the symbol error rate
and the bit error rate increase, resulting in a decrease in the effective underwater electric
field communication distance. As the transmission frequency of the system signal decreases,
the attenuation of the signal in the underwater channel decreases, thereby increasing the
transmission range of the channel. However, the lower the transmission frequency, the easier
it is for the signal to be submerged by environmental noise, which is not conducive to signal
extraction and affects the accuracy of target detection and the communication signal-to-
noise ratio. Therefore, in response to the environmental requirements of underwater electric
fields, selecting appropriate system parameters such as transmission frequency and P4 code
length can achieve the integration of detection and communication systems. The simulation
results indicate that the integrated detection and communication system may be applied to
unmanned underwater platforms, practicing target detection tasks between clusters.
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The current research on the integration of underwater detection and communication
mainly focuses on the integration of underwater acoustic systems. The integrated system
for electric field detection and communication adopted in this article is still the first to be
applied underwater, mainly solving the problems of blind spots in near-field detection and
the low connectivity of underwater sound. Advanced technologies such as underwater
target recognition based on active low-frequency electric fields and communication between
underwater vehicle clusters are adopted. To solve the problems of target detection and
mobile communication equipment cluster under complex sea conditions, we realize the
multi-resource sharing of underwater cluster equipment, and improve the survivability
and adaptability of the system. In the future, the development of an integrated prototype
for electric field detection and communication will be completed to verify the system’s
ability to search for dynamic targets quickly and to communicate signals between clusters
without interference and with recognizability.

4. Conclusions

This article proposes an integrated method of underwater electric field detection and
communication based on the P4 code-modulated OFDM signal. This method combines
detection and communication signals and is applied to underwater electric fields at home
and abroad for the first time. The signal form and the waveform representation in the
time–frequency domain of the integration of underwater electric field detection and com-
munication systems based on the OFDM mechanism of the P4 code modulation was first
given. Then, the target echo model is established. Finally, the integrated signal of OFDM
modulated by the P4 code is simulated. The analysis results show that the detection and
communication integration system can meet the speed and resolution requirements of the
three underwater dynamic targets. Moreover, when the symbol SNR is greater than 10 dB,
the bit error rate and symbol error rate are both below 10 × 10−3, which can meet the
requirements of underwater electric field communication. The simulation results verify the
detection and communication performance of the underwater electric field IUDCS. This
will lay a foundation for the engineering application of IUDCS in subsequent underwater
vehicle cluster operation. In the future, we will establish multiple unmanned platforms that
integrate detection and communication. By receiving control instructions from the upper
computer through a touch platform, integrated signals are transmitted underwater, and
other platforms receive signals to complete communication between clusters; they receive
cluster operations through multiple platforms to complete tasks such as target encirclement
and expulsion. The integrated detection and communication platform has a small size, low
energy consumption, and strong maneuverability, making it suitable for covert operations
in marine environments. Moreover, electric field communication is less affected by the
environment, making it ideal for operations in complex environments such as narrow and
dim areas.
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