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Abstract: Monopiles are commonly utilized in offshore wind farms but are prone to non-linear wave
loads and run-ups, significantly affecting their engineering design. Therefore, it is crucial to pursue a
complete understanding of the non-linear wave action on monopile foundations. Both numerical and
experimental investigations on the non-linear wave loads and run-ups on an offshore wind turbine
monopile foundation are performed in this paper. The experiment is carried out at a scale of 1/30 in
a wave flume at the State Key Laboratory of Coastal and Offshore Engineering, Dalian University
of Technology, in which the wave loads and run-ups along the monopile are measured. Based on
the second-order potential flow model and time-domain higher-order boundary element method
(HOBEM), the related numerical tests are conducted to study the non-linear effects further. It is found
that the present non-linear potential theory is sufficient for the simulation of wave force and run-ups
on the monopile in the range of wave slope kA < 0.15 before wave breaking. “W” type distribution
of wave run-up along the monopile is found, in which the peak value occurs at the frontward side
(i.e., 8 =180°) and is the maximum due to full reflection; the two symmetrical minimum amplitudes
lie in the zones of (45° < 6 < 90°) and (270° < 6 < 315°), whose positions shift downward with
the increase of wave non-linearity. Energy transfer among the fundamental wave component and
higher-order components is also found, which is most apparent on the backward side. Besides, the
transverse resonance occurs in the wave flume due to the wavelength being near the flume width,
which induces the wave run-up at the backward position larger than that at the frontward position.

Keywords: offshore wind turbine monopile; non-linear wave loads; HOBEM; run-up; physical
experiment

1. Introduction

In recent years, the global goal of achieving carbon neutrality to combat the energy
crisis and climate change has gained significant momentum. Offshore wind energy has
emerged as a fast-growing clean energy source, with 21 GW out of 94 GW of wind turbines
installed offshore [1]. Monopile foundations are by far the most widely used method to
support offshore wind turbines due to their simplicity and low cost [2]. These monopiles
are often subjected to non-linear wave loads since they are always located in shallow
seas with a maximum depth of 50 m. To achieve cost reduction and optimal design, the
industry is pursuing a complete understanding of the non-linear wave loads on monopile
foundations [3]. There are many kinds of research on monopile foundation, such as
the scour around the monopile [4-6], monopile-solid interaction [7], hybrid monopile
foundation [8,9], and hydrodynamic characteristics of monopile [10-13].

For hydrodynamic calculation, much linear potential theory forms the basis of most
commercial software. At present, the software widely used in hydrodynamic engineer-
ing calculations are FAST® [14], SESAM™ [15], AQWA™ [16], and WAMIT"" [17]. The
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hydrodynamic calculations in Fast© are based on the WAMIT . The frequency domain
calculation function of the above software programs is based on linear potential flow.
There exists a large body of research already published on hydrodynamic flows around
a cylinder using the linear potential flow theory. MacCamy and Fuchs [18] published an
analytic solution of wave diffraction from monopiles based on linear potential theory. They
considered a bottom-mounted vertical cylinder subjected to regular wave loading in the
water of unlimited and arbitrary depth. However, linear diffraction theory is insufficient
for predicting wave run-up accurately when waves are highly non-linear. By comparing
experimental results with diffraction theory solutions, Thomas [19] concluded that irregular
wave run-up on vertical monopile can be accurately predicted using long wave theory.
He conducted large-scale experiments focusing on the near-breaking and breaking waves.
Niedzwecki et al. [20] performed small-scale experiments to investigate wave run-up on
vertical cylinders and proved that the linear assumption can significantly under-predict the
crest elevation around cylinders in steep wave conditions.

In search of more accurate calculation methods, there are many studies about non-
linear forces on monopile. It is found experimentally that the contribution of non-linear
high-frequency force is up to 10-20% of the total wave-induced load [21]. According to
Tromans et al. [22], there is a strong correlation between the high-frequency forces and
wave scattering, using the regular and the irregular wave action on a vertical cylinder.
High-frequency wave force could oscillate at a magnitude as large as 20% of the linear
component of the wave load. Chen et al. [23] experimentally extracted the higher harmonics
in wave-structure interactions using focused wave groups. For strongly non-linear wave
conditions, the linear component is less than 40% of the total wave load, and the high-
order harmonics contribute more than 60% of the wave loading, signifying the importance
of studying high-order non-linear wave loading on offshore structures. Kristiansen and
Faltinsen [24] found that the predicted third harmonic loads based on potential theory are
shown to agree well with the experiments for small to medium wave steep, up to a rather
distinct limiting wave steepness, under the non-breaking wave conditions. Furthermore,
the local Keulegan—Carpenter (KC) number indicates that flow separation will occur for
the wave conditions where there are discrepancies between experimental and numerical
results. The proportion of high-order wave force is too large to be ignored. However, it can
be seen that the calculated results of potential flow could be different from the experiment
due to flow separation even under the non-breaking wave.

Some research about the non-linear run-up around the monopile was conducted as
well. Stansberg et al. [25] observed significant non-linear effects, especially in steep waves,
with the maximum elevation in front of the column increases. Swan et al. [26] highlighted
the importance of non-linear wave scattering from a slender vertical surface piercing
column and also investigated the non-linear, higher-harmonic wave loading experimentally,
and characterized high-frequency wave scattering around the cylinder. They also explained
why low-order diffraction solutions are inappropriate. Stansberg et al. [27] remarked
that non-linear tools based on potential theory have some limitations due to model wave-
breaking and viscous effects in simulating non-linear wave-body interaction flows. LD
Vos et al. [28] present a physical model study on the run-up characteristics of offshore
wind turbine foundations under the influence of regular and irregular waves, finding that
the position with the lowest run-up level is located under 135°, while the run-up at that
position amounts to approximately 40% to 50% of the maximum run-up. Kriebel [29,30]
reported that the measured run-up values and the second-order theory exceed the linear
prediction by over 50% in some cases. Furthermore, the study found that the non-linear
diffraction theory is valid for the same relative depth and wave steepness conditions
as the Stokes 2nd-order plane-wave theory. Andersen [31] et al. conducted a physical
model to investigate wave run-up on cylindrical piles under different ratios of diameter
to water depth and wave heights to water depth for regular and irregular waves. The
study revealed poor agreement between the measured run-up values and both linear
and second-order diffraction solutions, particularly in steep incident waves. They also
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noted that the poor agreement is due to the effects of wave breaking and viscosity. These
studies primarily concentrate on analyzing individual points of wave run-up rather than
considering the complete distribution of wave run-up around the monopile or the energy
transfer relationship between the fundamental and higher harmonic components.

There are many modeling techniques and calculation methods employed to under-
stand the associated problems with wave loading on monopiles, such as the Morison
equation, potential flow theory, and the computational fluid dynamics (CFD) method, etc.
The Morison equation [32] is applied to determine the linear component of wave loading.
However, in strongly non-linear waves or large-scale structure conditions, the Morison
equation method underestimates the peak forces on a fixed cylinder [12]. CFD approaches
can simulate strongly non-linear free-surface flow for accessible, detailed information
about various flow features. However, the CFD method is computationally expensive and
time-consuming for high-fidelity solutions. Hence, it is not widely used in commercial sim-
ulations. The potential theory is more commonly adopted in commercial simulations due
to its comparatively fast and accurate characteristics. Chen et al. [23] display the variation
of extracted harmonics wave force on monopile with the wave steepness, which shows that
the 3rd- and 4th-order wave forces can be less than that of the 2nd-order component with
one order of magnitude. Ning et al. [33] conducted several numerical simulations based
on diffraction theory and experiments to model focused wave run-up and the non-linear
interaction with a vertical fixed cylinder. Compared with the 1st-, 2nd-order, and fully
non-linear solutions, the 2nd-order solutions are very close to the fully non-linear solutions.
It can be concluded that the 2nd-order non-linear potential theory can get considerable
precision at a lower cost. However, the coefficient matrix must be updated, and the grid
must be rebuilt at every time step in the fully non-linear potential model, requiring signif-
icant computing resources. When it comes to strongly non-linear conditions, the grid is
prone to distortion, which may lead to non-convergence of the solution. Moreover, grid
construction relies heavily on the users’ experience to generate accurate results. Therefore,
the 2nd-order non-linear method is adopted in the present work.

The review of research on wave loads and run-ups on vertical cylinders shows that
the linear method using simple approaches based on potential-flow theory cannot provide
accurate solutions. While dealing with the subject of steeper conditions, a higher-order
potential-flow-based approach can yield a more precise fit result. However, in extreme non-
breaking wave cases, the potential theory will over-predict the higher harmonic response,
and the discrepancy generally increases monotonically with increasing wave steepness, as
discussed in [24]. It is argued that viscous flow separation or viscous effects cause these
significant discrepancies [24]. However, there is no such clear limitation indicating the range
of potential flow capability of monopile simulation under non-breaking wave conditions.

The potential theory is widely used in commercial applications to enable numerical
simulations to be conducted at affordable costs. The purpose of this paper is to study the
non-linear hydrodynamic features on the monopile foundation in the lab conditions and
distinguish the capability of non-linear potential theory to guide commercial simulation.
The structure of the paper is as follows: In Section 2, the experimental setup for the
monopile study is introduced. The model for the wave-monopile interaction is established
in Section 3. The responses of the monopile under regular wave conditions are investigated
in Section 4. Section 5 discusses the harmonic structure observed on the monopile. Finally,
in Section 6, the major findings are concluded.

2. Experiments

Figure 1 shows a photo of the experimental setup of a 1:30 scale monopile foundation
model in the 62.5 m long, 2 m wide, and 1.2 m high experimental wave flume at the State
Key Laboratory of Coastal and Offshore Engineering in Dalian University of Technology,
China. The wave maker can generate unidirectional waves with a frequency range of
0.2 Hz < f <2 Hz and amplitudes in the range of 0.03 m < A < 0.5m. The monopile model
with a diameter (D) of 0.3 m is installed at 32.5 m downstream of the wave paddles and
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the center of the flume width, as shown in Figure 2. Since B/D > 5, the influence of the
lateral flume walls is negligibly weak, as discussed by Soares [34], where B is the width of

the flume. The static water depth / is 0.8 m.

Figure 1. Photograph of the model monopile.
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Figure 2. Sketch of the experimental setup: (a) global setting and (b) detail setting around

the monopile.
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A Cartesian coordinate system “O(xyz)” is defined with its origin at the center of the
monopile on the static water surface with x in the wave propagation direction and z in
the upward direction. The top and bottom surfaces of the model are rigidly connected
with the stiff frames supporting the monopile using two load cells (labeled as L1 and L2
in Figure 2), i.e., L1 (0.0 m, 0.00 m, 0.50 m) and L2 (0.15 m, 0.00 m, —0.80 m). Two fixed
joint supports are imposed at the top and back of the monopile, respectively. However, it is
noted that there is a 1 mm gap between the cylinder base and the wave flume floor. The
load cells are used to record the wave force on the model at a sampling rate of 1000 Hz.
Eight wave gauges, i.e., G1-G8, as shown in Figure 2a, are used to record surface elevations
around the monopile at a sampling rate of 100 Hz. In Figure 2b, a polar coordinate system
(7, 8) is defined in which 7 = 0 corresponds to the monopile center and 6 = 0° is the wave
propagation direction. Wave gauges G2-G5 are positioned within 10 mm of the surface of
the monopile (0.15 m < r < 0.151 m) for accurate run-up detection [23]. The positions of
the wave gauges are listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Position of the wave gauges.

Position (m)

G1 G2 G3 G4 G5 G6 G7 G8
x 1.5 0 —0.15 0 0.15 —1.65 —4.15 —4.65
y 0 0.15 0 -0.15 0 0 0 0

Strongly non-linear regular but non-breaking waves [35] are generated in the wave
flume. To investigate the influence of wave non-linearity, five wave amplitudes A and
eight wave periods T for each amplitude, totaling 40 cases, are studied, as listed in Table 2.
Such wave characteristics are measured at 32.5 m downstream of the wave paddles in the
middle of the flume width, where the central axis of monopile sets. The other non-linear
parameter usually used in the study is the ratio of wave height to wavelength ¢ = kA/7. In
the finite amplitude wave (Stokes) theory, there is a limit &, without structure. The limit
ratio is about 0.142. When the wave steepness is greater than ¢);,,, the wave breaks. When
a structure interacts with waves, the waves will break at a ratio smaller than ¢;,,,, which
depends on the scale of the structure.

Table 2. Tested wave conditions.

T (s)

kA 1.00 1.15 1.30 1.45 1.60 1.75 1.90 2.05
A (m)
0.0250 0.101 0.077 0.062 0.052 0.044 0.039 0.035 0.031
0.0375 0.151 0.116 0.093 0.077 0.066 0.058 0.052 0.047
0.0500 0.202 0.154 0.124 0.103 0.088 0.078 0.069 0.063
0.0625 0.252 0.193 0.155 0.129 0.111 0.097 0.087 0.078
0.0750 0.303 0.232 0.186 0.155 0.133 0.117 0.104 0.094

3. Numerical Methodology

The higher-order boundary element method (HOBEM) based on potential-flow theory
is employed to investigate the hydrodynamic flow field around the monopile. A Cartesian
coordinate system “O (xyz)” is defined as similar to the experimental model shown in
Figure 2. Figure 3a shows the numerical setup of the hydrodynamic model in the monopile.
In the figure, S L is the mean free surface, Sp the solid surface of the monopile, and Sg the
surface of the flume bottom.
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Figure 3. Definition sketch of (a) coordinate systems and simulation domain and (b) the sponge layer.

It is assumed that the fluid is incompressible and inviscid. The wave field around the
monopile foundation can be described by a complex spatial potential ¢(x, y, z, t). Following
the incident and scattering potential separation technique, the spatial potential ¢ can be
divided into a known incident potential ¢; and an unknown scattering potential ¢, [36].
The scattered potential satisfies the following governing equation:

Vgos(m)(x, Y,z t)=0, (1)

where the superscript m (1 or 2) denotes the order of the perturbation expansion, the
corresponding boundary and initial conditions for all scattered potential can be described
as follows:

gt B Bz - 1/(r)’7s( )—fm' (m=1&2), on Sg @)
(1)
d (m) m m 995 =1
B g™ oo™ — il = { oot (1:;(2) s ®)
s g + g (m=2)
m (m)
ap™ 99, _
5= " (m =1& 2), on Sp and Sp 4)
™ =0&7,™=0(m =1& 2), whent =0 ®)
lim Vg — 0 (m =1&2) (6)

where % denotes the normal derivative on the solid surface, #s denotes the scattered wave
elevation, fm’ and fm" are the forcing terms on the free surface [37].

As the numerical domain is limited, a damping layer was set to avoid the reflection
of scattered waves from the outer boundary, as shown in Figure 3b, which can make the
numerical simulation perform similarly to the actual open sea. A damping coefficient v,
is included in the free surface dynamic boundary condition in the damping layer [37]. The
damping coefficient is calculated according to:

N2
o(r) = zxow(rﬁof{’) ro<r<r = ro+pBoA %
0 r<r

where A is the wavelength, and the outer and inner boundaries of the damping layer are ¢
and r, respectively, as shown in Figure 3. Green’s second identity can be applied to the
above boundary value problem with the Rankine source and its image of the seabed as the

Green function [38].
1 1 1
() =¥ ) ©
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where ps = (x1, y1,21) and g = (x, y, z) are the source point and the field point, respec-
tively, and

Ro =/ (x=1) + (r=30)* + (z=21)’ ©)
Ry =/ (x=1)? + (y=y)* + (z+2+20)" (10)
Then, the integral equation for the scattered wave can be obtained:
3G (z, ps) 39.™ g™ (g7

where the boundary surface S includes the mean free surface (Sg) [36] and the solid surface
(Sp), « is the solid angle coefficient. In the time domain, the fourth-order Adams-Bashforth
predictor-corrector method is applied to predict the free surface and potential. The detailed
procedure can be found in [37]. Wave forces F on the monopile are calculated by integrating
the pressure over the wetted surface of the monopile:

F= j fs _ pnds (12)
monopile

where n = (ny, ny, nz), F = (Fx, Fy, Fz), “Smonopile” denotes the wet surface of the monopile.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1. Comparisons between the Numerical and Experimental Results

The geometry of the numerical model setup is identical to the experiment shown in
Figure 1. The damping layer extends from ry < r < ry in Figure 4a. Based on the previously
published work [38], the outer and inner boundaries of the damping layer are r; = 2A and
rg = A, respectively. The x- and y-axis symmetry is used in the present model to reduce the
number of elements in the calculation process. Meanwhile, three sets of grids with different
sizes are selected to verify the convergence. In grid 1, the numbers of the computational
elements on the monopile surfaces and free surfaces are 84 and 867, respectively. In grid 2,
the numbers of the computational elements on the monopole surfaces and free surfaces
are 127 and 1244, respectively. In grid 3, the numbers of the computational elements on
the monopile surfaces and free surfaces are 145 and 1448, respectively. After the mesh
convergence test, grid 2 is applied in simulation with quad elements. The mean size of
elements on the monopile surfaces and free surfaces in gird 2 are 0.04 and 0.003, respectively.
The time step is specified to be T/100.

awe
oy

T e Y

i\

R S R,

NN NEE R EEEE
B

(b)

Figure 4. (a) Mesh on the free surface of the simulation domain and (b) mesh on the surface of the

monopile body.

Two typical steep waves are selected for the numerical and experimental results
comparison: Case 1 (A =0.025 m, T = 1.45s, kA = 0.052) and Case 2 (A = 0.0750 m, T
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=2.05s, kA = 0.094). Figure 5 shows the comparison of the normalized time histories
of the wave elevation at three wave probes located at the front (171g0°), shoulder (19¢°),
and back (77¢) points on the monopile, respectively, and the horizontal wave force. The
wave elevation 7 is normalized by the incident wave amplitude (A), and the time () is
normalized by the wave period (T). The wave force is normalized by pgAR?, where p and
g are the water density and gravity acceleration, respectively. The linear and 2nd-order
non-linear results both agree well with the experimental results in Case 1. In Case 2,
the non-linearity of the waves increased significantly, leading to a noticeable discrepancy
between the linear results and the experimental results. Nevertheless, the non-linear results
demonstrated good agreement with the experimental results. In summary, the present
non-linear numerical results are in close agreement with the experiments, verifying the
validity of the present model.

2 15
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Y T 00
= s
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38 39 40 a1 2 03 2
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(a)
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Figure 5. Time series of the simulated and measured run-up around the monopile and wave load
on the monopile: (a) run-up at the front point in Case 1, (b) run-up at the shoulder point in Case
1, (¢) run-up at the back point in Case 1, (d) horizontal wave load in Case 1, (e) run-up at the front

point in Case 2, (f) run-up at the shoulder point in Case 2, (g) run-up at the back point in Case 2, and
(h) horizontal wave load in Case 2.

4.2. Wave Load on the Monopile

The amplitude of wave force obtained using the linear and non-linear potential theory
models is compared with the experimental data in Figure 6. The amplitude of the wave
force Fiyy is the average amplitude of the wave force over three consecutive periods
in a stable state. At the same amplitude A, Fyy,; increases initially and then decreases
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with the increase of kA. As kA increases above 0.15, the non-linear potential theory wave
load magnitudes diverge from the experimental data. Under strongly non-linear wave
conditions, the numerical results based on potential flow theory could overpredict the actual
loads to a certain degree due to viscous effects. This phenomenon was well documented
and explained by Kristiansen and Faltinsen [24]. As wave slope kA > 0.15, the KC number
is greater than 3.5 in the present work, where fluid separation may appear and cause
significant discrepancies between experimental data and numerical results [24]. In the range
of wave steep kA <0.15, a good agreement between the 2nd-order non-linear hydrodynamic
loads and the experimental data has been achieved, as shown in Figure 6. This illustrates
that the non-linear potential theory works well in the range of kA < 0.15.

7

6.5

o

Frotal/pgAR?
o
5y

[

= = = A=0.0250 m (Non-linear) ®  A=0.0250m (EXP.) ——— A=0.0250 m (Linear)
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4 == =A4=0.0730m (Non-lincar), ® A=0.0730m (EXP.) \ A=0.0750 m (Linear)
0.02 0.05 0.08 0.11 0.14 0.17 0.2
kA

Figure 6. Wave force on monopile for different wave steepness.

4.3. Run-Up on the Monopile

Figure 7 displays the variation in run-up at the front, shoulder, and back points of the
monopile. In the range of 1.00 < T < 2.05, numerical results of maximum wave run-up
on the monopile for A = 0.025 m, A = 0.050 m, and A = 0.075 m cases are generally in
good agreement with experimental data. Nevertheless, resonance effects occur in the
flume-transverse direction at T = 1.15 s condition when the wavelength is 2.0355 m close to
the flume width of 2 m, effectuating exceptional run-up conditions (Figure 8) observed in
the experiment. The transverse resonance increases the run-up at the back of the monopile
and reduces the run-up at the front of the monopole, as shown in Figure 9, resulting in
the discrepancy between experimental data and the numerical analysis. However, in the
actual sea state, there is no effect of the flume side wall. Such resonance seriously affects
the results of the experimental data, which may be misleading. According to Figure 7,
the dimensionless run-up on the front and back of the cylinder decreases as T increases
under the same wave amplitude conditions. The dimensionless run-up at the shoulder
of the cylinder initially decreases and then increases as T increases. Additionally, the
non-dimensional run-up on the front and back of the cylinder increases as A increases.
As the wave period increases, the variations of all the run-ups decrease and tend toward
stable values. This is because the wavelength increases in long-period wave circumstances,
the transmission capacity of the wave is enhanced, the reflection decreases, and the run-
ups tend to saturation. To investigate the maximum circumferential run-up around the
monopile, Figure 10 displays the maximum run-up for selected wave periods and different
values of 6. The maximum run-up function on ¢ presents a W-shape. The run-up peak
value appears at the incident wave side (6 = 180°) for each wave condition due to full
reflection, especially for the smaller wave period. The two symmetrical minima points lie
in the zone of (45° < 6 < 90°) and (270° < 6 < 315°), whose position shifts towards the
positive direction of the x-axis with the increase of wave non-linearity.
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Figure 7. The run-up on monopile for different wave steepness: (a) run-up at the front point,
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Figure 8. Transverse wave resonance phenomenon: (a) front view; (b) back view (T = 1.15 s,
A =0.075m).
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Figure 9. The measured free surface elevation time histories (front, shoulder, and back) under wave
conditions of (T =1.15s, A = 0.075 m).
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Figure 10. Normalized maximum run-up around the monopile.
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5. Harmonic Structure on Monopile
5.1. Harmonic Wave Load Component

Figure 11 shows a kh-A plot depicting the numerical proportions of first-order and
second-order wave loads in the total wave load. The time history of second-order wave
force can be obtained by the means that the linear result is subtracted from the non-linear
result. For a constant kh the contribution of the second-order wave load increases with
the increase of A/h. For a constant A/h, the contribution of the second-order wave load
increases initially and then decreases with the increase of kh. The contribution of first-
order wave height meets the minimum value, and the contribution of second-order wave
load meets the maximum value where k# is 1.11 for every amplitude. This indicates that
there exists a certain governing wave number kh where the proportion of non-linear wave
load component reaches the maximum, regardless of what value A/h is. At a constant
proportion of first-order to second-order components (e.g., the dashed line in Figure 11), as
kh increases, the wave amplitude decreases at first, then increases before slightly decreasing.

A/h

Figure 11. Variation of harmonics with the wave steepness kh: (a) linear force component; (b) second-
harmonic forces.

5.2. Harmonics of Wave Run-Up Component

Figure 12 shows the variation of measured harmonics run-up components with the
wave steepness kA, with the fitting curve utilizing the least square method in every subplot.
Although the data in Figure 12b is not very concentrated, there is a clear trend comparatively
that the dimensionless run-ups decrease first and then decrease. The incident waves
propagate in the positive x-direction over a flatbed, passing the front, shoulder, and back
points. As the waves pass the monopile, their non-linearity increases. It can be seen that in
Figure 12a,d,g, the corresponding first-order run-up component decreases according to the
wave passing sequence. The composition of the second-order component increases when it
interacts with the monopile, at the incident wave side increasing first and then decreasing;
at the shoulder, the second harmonic component increases roughly linearly, and at the back,
it exhibits quadratic growth. The third-order wave force component presents the same
trend as the second-order harmonic component. The third-order run-up at the back side is
larger than that at the front side. This indicates that the high-order component of run-up
varies with the position on the surface of the monopile, and the non-linear component of
run-up is the largest at the lee side of the structure. Energy transfer from the fundamental
component to the higher-order components was also observed and is most apparent on the
backward side. In addition, the linear component of run-up only accounts for 60% of the
elevation, while the non-linear run-up component accounts for up to 40%. This indicates
that the linear results alone significantly underestimate run-up.
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Figure 12. Variation of measured harmonics with the wave steepness kA: (a) linear component on
front point, (b) second-harmonic component on front point, (c) third-harmonic component on front
point, (d) linear component on shoulder point, (e) second-harmonic component on shoulder point,
(f) third-harmonic component on shoulder point, (g) linear component on back point, (h) second-
harmonic component on back point, and (i) third-harmonic on back point.

6. Concluding Remarks and Future Works
6.1. Concluding Remarks

Both the physical experiment and numerical investigation are employed to inves-
tigate the non-linear characteristics of the wave loads and run-up on an offshore wind
turbine monopile foundation under regular waves. The major conclusions are summarized
as follows.

Within the range of wave slope kA < 0.15, the 2nd-order non-linear potential theory is
acceptable for the simulation of monopole response. In this region, this method can provide
a fast and low-cost simulation. The wave loads resulting from different incident wave
amplitudes Fy,,) exhibit a similar trend with the increase of kA, i.e., the wave force increases
at first and then decreases. Under the same wave period conditions, the dimensionless
wave force increases slightly as the amplitude A increases.

The maximum run-up function on the coordinate angle 6 presents a W-shape, with a
maxima point appearing on the frontward side (f = 180°) on account of the full reflection.
The positions of two symmetrical minima points vary in the regions of (45° < 6 < 90°) and
(270° < 6 < 315°), according to the wave non-linearity.

Energy transfer from the fundamental wave component to higher-order components
is observed, particularly at the backward side of the monopile. For certain wave cases, the
linear run-up component was less than 60%, which indicates that the linear results severely
underestimated the run-up.

In addition, transverse resonance occurred in the flume due to the wavelength corre-
sponding to the flume width, inducing wave run-up at the backward position, with the
run-up larger at the leeward side of the monopile than at the weather side.
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6.2. Future Works

Current research does not consider the impact of wave breaking, the higher-order
non-linear effect (more than second-order), and the viscous effects. Subsequent studies
should incorporate a more comprehensive method to study the nonconforming portion.

The calculation and analysis of the overall hydrodynamic response of a monopile do
not consider the wind conditions. In future work, additional calculation modules, including
wind, sea ice, and earthquake loads, may be added to the numerical model.

Furthermore, the experiment reveals the peculiar occurrence of flume transverse
resonance, which is not explicable due to the constraints of the calculation theory.
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