Supplementary Table S1. Electronic search strategy

Database Search term (last search 17.3.2023) Number
PubMed #1: synbiotics OR prebiotic OR probiotics OR probiotic OR prebiotics OR synbiotic #1: 50244
(All fields) #2: operation OR surgery #2: 6171562

#3: gastrointestinal OR abdominal OR colorectal OR pancreatic OR laparotomy #3: 1519369

#4: #1 AND #2 AND #3 #4: 1506

Embase #1: synbiotics OR prebiotic OR probiotics OR probiotic OR prebiotics OR synbiotic #1: 70802
(All fields) #2: operation OR surgery #2: 8095628
#3: gastrointestinal OR abdominal OR colorectal OR pancreatic OR laparotomy #3: 2167303

#4: #1 AND #2 AND #3 #4: 3102

Cochrane Library Trials #1: synbiotics OR prebiotic OR probiotics OR probiotic OR prebiotics OR synbiotic #1: 10692
(All fields) #2: operation OR surgery #2: 337993
#3: gastrointestinal OR abdominal OR colorectal OR pancreatic OR laparotomy #3: 131604

#4: #1 AND #2 AND #3 #4: 448

Scopus #1: synbiotics OR prebiotic OR probiotics OR probiotic OR prebiotics OR synbiotic #1: 86976
(All fields) #2: operation OR surgery #2: 5073148
#3: gastrointestinal OR abdominal OR colorectal OR pancreatic OR laparotomy #3: 1812915

#4: #1 AND #2 AND #3 #4: 1064




