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Supplementary Material

Table S1-1, S2-1, S3-1, and S4-1 offer 4 examples of the three-element stimuli used in

the study, showing three elements (setup, first punch line, and second punch line) correspond

to four humor processes (expectation, incongruity, resolution, and elaboration). The exam-

ples are given in the original Mandarin Chinese, showing the matches for length and punctu-

ation across the joke and nonjoke conditions. Table S1-2, S2-2, S3-2, and S4-2 provide Eng-

lish translations.

Table S1-1. Sample 1 stimuli in Mandarin Chinese.
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Table S1-2 English translations of the sample stimuli 1.

Humor element (Humor processing)

psychiatric hospital:
“Tomorrow the

president will come,

rushed out, reached out
and slapped the

president in the face.

Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
Joke The director of the | Suddenly, a patient | “You don't want to eat meat

buns?” The patient said

fiercely.




Nonjoke | you all have to clap
your hands, and if
you do well, you will
get a meat bun.” The

next day, the patients

did clap wildly.

At the end of the day,
the director prepared the
meat buns according to
the quantity promised,
and everyone got a big

meat bun.

They all enjoyed the food
and agreed that it was a

good job.

Table S2-1. Sample 2 stimuli in Mandarin Chinese.

Humor element
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(Humor processing)
Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
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Table S2-2 English translations of the sample stimuli 2.

Humor element (Humor processing)

Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
Joke Peter fought with | The next day after class, | Peter said, “Jack said he

Jack at school and
came home with a
black eye.

Mom: “Tomorrow,

bring a cake to Jack

Nonjoke |and make up with

2

him.

mother found that Peter
had come back from
school with even bigger
dark circles under his

eyes.

still wants to eat cake.”

The next day after class,
Peter returned home

with a happy smile on

Peter: “Thanks to the cake,

I've made up with Peter!”
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his face and safe and

sound.

Table S3-1. Sample 3 stimuli in Mandarin Chinese.
Humor element
(Humor processing)
Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
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Table S3-2 English translations of the sample stimuli 3.

Humor element (Humor processing)

Setup
(Expectation)

First punch line

(Incongruity)

Second punch line

(Resolution, Elaboration)




Joke Jack always farted | After saying that, Jack | Jack  explained, “I've
loudly in the office, | sitting there shaking | adjusted it to vibrate!”
and it was noisy and | around,  his  body
smelly. shaking up and down.
Nonjoke | A colleague couldn't | Jack was embarrassed | Jack said to himself, “This
help but politely say, | that he couldn't control | way, I won't disturb our
"Can you keep your | his voice after a few | colleagues.”
voice down? attempts, so he simply
walked out of the office.
Table S4-1. Sample 4 stimuli in Mandarin Chinese.
Humor element
(Humor processing)
Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
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Table S4-2 English translations of the sample stimuli 4.

Humor element (Humor processing)

Woman: My daugh-
ter has  always
thought that she is a
hen for the past 6

months.

some drugs for your
daughter, have her take
them on time, and then

come back next week,

Setup First punch line Second punch line
(Expectation) (Incongruity) (Resolution, Elaboration)
Joke A woman takes her | Doctor: It’s been 6 | Woman: Because my fam-
daughter to visit the | months, why have you | ily is waiting to eat eggs!
psychiatric  depart- | come to see me now?
Nonjoke | ment. Doctor: I will prescribe | Woman (said with grati-

tude): Thank you doctor!




