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Featured Application: The prediction method proposed in this paper can be used to determine
aging time of composite insulators from Factory A, which can be widely adopted in future research.

Abstract: In this paper, composite insulators of the same batch from Factory A, aged for 1-12
years in a high altitude area experimental station of Hunan province, were sampled. In order to
investigate the changing law of lifespan prediction parameters with aging time, widely accepted
testing methods, such as the static contact angle (CA) and hardness, were employed for composite
insulators in accordance with previous research. Based on test results, lifespan prediction parameters
were concluded and some parameters significantly correlated with aging time were filtered by means
of correlation calculation. On this basis, a prediction method which can be used to determine the
aging time of composite insulators was proposed based on a back propagation (BP) neural network.
Test results indicate that parameters, including the static contact angle (6,,), the relative content of Si
(Xsi) and O (Xp) elements, and salt-fog flashover voltage (Uy), have significant correlation with aging
time, and that these parameters can be used to evaluate the aging degree of composite insulators. In
addition, due to the high accuracy in experimental verification, the method proposed in this paper
can be used to predict the aging time of composite insulators from Factory A in high altitude areas in
future research.
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1. Introduction

Composite insulators, with favorable electrical properties, have been widely used in AC and
DC transmission systems [1-4]. By the mid-1980s, the number of composite insulators applied in the
power grid in America had reached 2 million [5].

Although composite insulators were initially considered to be maintenance-free, the performance
of silicone rubber material on the surface of composite insulators deteriorated during the aging process
in poor operating environments. With the increase of aging time, composite insulators lost their
hydrophobicity and allowed cracks to appear in the surficial material, resulting in an increase of the
probability of pollution and icing flashover accidents [6-9].

A significant amount of research of aging composite insulators has been carried out by scholars,
proposing a series of methods to evaluate the aging effects of composite insulators. In Reference [10],
scholars measured the hydrophobicity of silicone rubber to evaluate the aging effects of composite
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insulators aged for different numbers of years. In Reference [11,12], researchers studied the surface
roughness of silicone rubber to investigate the aging degree of composite insulators.

On this basis, some scholars proposed to use one or several parameters summarized from
test results to characterize the aging effects of composite insulators qualitatively or quantitatively.
In Reference [13,14], the static contact angle in the surface material was proposed to characterize aging
effects of composite insulators. In Reference [15,16], a new method was proposed to characterize
the aging degree of composite insulators by analyzing the test results of Fourier transform infrared
spectroscopy (FTIR), along with hardness and images captured by scanning electron microscope
(SEM). In addition, some scholars [17] established lifespan prediction methods based on 371 composite
insulators from the lines in high temperature and humidity regions. In these studies, most composite
insulators sampled were running in the same transmission line where operating environments have
some differences over the large length of the line. Unfortunately, due to the great influence of operating
environments on aging performance of composite insulators, there are some deviations among the
results calculated by the prediction methods and actual results.

In this study, composite insulators of the same batch of Factory A exposed for 1-12 years in a high
altitude area experimental station of Hunan province (as shown in Figure 1) were sampled. The changing
law of lifespan prediction parameters was investigated by means of widely accepted methods, including
the hydrophobicity classes test method (HC test), the static contact angle (CA) method, the hardness
method, scanning electron microscopy (SEM), Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), and the salt-fog flashover test. Test results are presented in Section 2.
In Section 3, by means of correlation calculation, parameters significantly correlated with aging time
are obtained. On this basis, a prediction method based on a back propagation (BP) neural network is
proposed for determining the aging time of composite insulators.

TR

Figure 1. Aging environments of composite insulators in a high altitude area experimental station.

2. Corresponding Parameters of Composite Insulators under Different Aging Years for
Lifespan Prediction

In this research, composite insulators (recorded as A1, Ay, Az, A4, As, Ag) exposed for 1-12 years
in a high altitude area experimental station of Hunan province were sampled. In order to investigate
the changing law of lifespan prediction parameters under different years, several widely accepted
methods, including the HC method, the CA method, the hardness test, SEM, FTIR, XPS and the salt-fog

flashover test, are employed for composite insulators aged for different years in this section [18].
2.1. Physical Properties

2.1.1. Hydrophobicity

Hydrophobicity is an important indicator in evaluating the aging effects of composite insulators
under different aging times. The most commonly accepted methods for measuring hydrophobicity of
silicone rubber are the HC and CA tests. In this paper, both were employed on samples Aj—Ag. Three
samples of the same aging time were applied in the HC and CA tests, and test methods were as follows.

In this research, the HC test criterion was in accordance with IEC/TS 62073—2003 [19], where
HC test results are classified to 7 levels. If the HC test result is 1-4, insulators are regarded as being
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in good operating condition; if the HC result is above 5, insulators are regarded as being in poor
operating condition.

In this research, a Drop Meter A-100P was used to evaluate the hydrophobicity of silicone rubber.
The CA test criterion was in accordance to IEC/TS 62073—2003 [19], where CA test results are divided
into two parts. In this standard, if the CA test result is more than 90°, insulators are regarded as
hydrophobic, otherwise, insulators are regarded as hydrophilic. Three samples were selected under the
same conditions for six repeated tests, and the average CA, denoted 6,,, was obtained for comparing
the hydrophobicity between samples aged for different years.

The results of HC and CA tests are listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Hydrophobicity test results on samples.

Samples  Aging Time/Year Test Results
0a0/° HC
Aq 1 130.2 1
Aj 3.5 122.5 1
Aj 6 111.8 2
Ay 8 100.6 3
As 10 94.3 4
Ag 12 84.1 4

Table 1 shows that when aging time increases, it leads to an increase of HC along with a decrease
of O4y. For example, the HC and 0,, of sample A aged for 1 year are level 1 and 130.2°, respectively.
When aging time reaches 10 years, 0;, of sample A5 declines to 94.3°, and HC increased to 4. Moreover,
according to DL/T 864-2004 [20], when 0, of sample A5 is above 90° and HC is below 5, the conclusion
that composite insulators of Factory A maintain good hydrophobicity for a period of up to ten years
can be obtained.

2.1.2. Hardness

The hardness test is one of the most commonly adopted methods for evaluating the aging degree
of composite insulators under different aging times. In this paper, a Shore A durometer was used to
analyze the hardness of three samples with the same aging time. The test methods for hardness are
as follow.

The hardness test criterion is in accordance to GB/T 531.1-2008 [21]. Six points, denoted a—f, from
the rod to the edge of the shed of each composite insulator sample, were tested, and the hardness of
each point was the average value of the hardness of the same three samples at this point. The average
hardness of six points, denoted A, was obtained for comparing the hardness between samples aged for
different years.

The hardness test results are listed in Table 2.

Table 2. Hardness test results of samples from Factory A.

Hardness (Shore A)

Samples
a b c d e f A
Ay 70.3 72.5 73.1 73.4 74 74.1 729
Ay 72.6 73.2 73.5 74.8 75.3 75.6 74.2
Aj 74 742 74.3 74.5 74.8 75.2 74.5
Ay 73.9 74.3 74.8 75 75.1 75.8 74.8
As 74.2 74.9 75 75.3 75.5 76.1 75.2
Ag 73.3 743 74.8 75.4 75.9 76.6 75.0

Table 2 shows the following:
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(1) When aging time increases, it leads to an increase of A of composite insulators. For example,
the average hardness of sample A; aged for 1 year is 72.9. When aging time reaches 8 years, the average
hardness of sample A4 increases to 74.8.

(2) In one single sample, the hardness tends to decrease from the edge of the shed to the rod of the
composite insulator. For example, the hardness measurements of six points of sample A, aged for 3.5
years from the rod to the edge of the shed are 72.6,73.2, 73.5, 74.8, 75.3 and 75.6, respectively.

2.1.3. Scanning Electron Microscopy Test

Using scanning electron microscopy (SEM) to analyze the surface condition of silicone rubber has
been widely adopted in evaluating the aging degree of composite insulators aged for different aging
times [11]. In this paper, the surface topography of samples after each aging process was assessed with
SEM. The test methods of SEM are as follow.

The surfaces of the samples were inspected using a FEI Quanta 200 SEM from Philips. To enhance
the electrical conductivity of silicone rubber, samples were sprayed with gold for 60 s before testing.

The differences in the micro-structures of samples tested by SEM at a magnification of 5000x are
shown in Figure 2.

) ”

Figure 2. Morphology of samples using scanning electron microscopy (SEM), 5000x: (a) A1; (b) Ay;
() Asz; (d) Ayg; () As; (£) Ae.

In Figure 2a, there are few cracks and voids detected on the surface of sample A; aged for 1 year.
When aging time increases, the number of cracks and voids appearing on samples increases compared
with A1, as shown in Figure 2b,c. However, in this case, the surface material of silicone rubber remained
flat and the silicone rubber was still in good condition. When the aging time reaches 8 years, it can
be found that some rough bumps along with cracks and voids appear (sample A4). With an increase
of aging time, there are more rough bumps, exposed fillers and organic residues, as shown on the
surface of sample Ag aged for 12 years, leading to more loose space in the surface material of sample
Ag. Based on images captured by SEM, it can be inferred that samples manufactured by Factory A
still have a good anti-aging ability under an environment of strong UV radiation and high humidity
for a period of up to 6 years. When the aging time exceeds 8 years, the anti-aging ability of samples
gradually weakens and their aging rate gradually accelerates.

In Reference [22], it was found that the hydrophobicity of the surface material was related to the
micro-structure of the surface material, and roughness and porosity were the main factors affecting the
micro-structure of silicone rubber. This paper adopts the Wenzel model to explain the contact between
a water drop and the surface material of silicone rubber. In the Wenzel model, the relationship between
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the static contact angle 0 and Young’s contact angle 01 (contact angle of new composite insulators) is
as follows:
cos 6 = rcos 61 (1)

where, r is the rate of roughness in the Wenzel model, which can be obtained by the ratio of the real
contact area of a water drop on the surface of silicone rubber to the contact area of a water drop on the
surface of silicone rubber.

In Figure 2a—c, the roughness of the surface material of silicone rubber gradually increases with
time, which leads to a slow increase of r. As shown in Figure 3a—c, with an increase of 7, the contact
area of a water drop on the surface material expands, but with no sign of collapsing. This means the
hydrophobicity of silicone rubber is good at this stage. When aging time exceeds 8 years, the rate of
surface roughness increases faster, which leads to a faster increase of r. As is shown in Figure 3d-f,
the water drop on silicone rubber collapses gradually, leading to a decrease of hydrophobicity in the
surface material of silicone rubber.

(b) ()

(d)

Figure 3. Static contact angle of samples under different years: (a) Ay; (b) Ay; (c) Az; (d) Ag; (e) As;
() As.

In this paper, a method where aging levels (denoted S;;) of composite insulators are classified by
the roughness of silicone rubber was proposed, and aging levels S, of composite insulators sampled
in this paper based on standards are listed in Table 3.

Table 3. Aging level of composite insulators of Factory A.

Samples Aging Time/Year Standards of Division Sem
Ay 1 Some cracks and voids 1
Ay 35 Some cracks and voids 1
Az 6 Some cracks and voids 1
Ay 8 Penetrating cracks and voids 2
As 10 Penetrating cracks and voids, some rough bumps 3
Ag 12 Penetrating cracks and voids, some rough bumps 3

2.2. Chemical Properties

2.2.1. Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy Test

Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) has been widely adopted in material analysis
to obtain an infrared spectrum of absorption of samples. In this paper, the existence or absence of
certain functional groups, as well as their abundance, was indicated by FTIR. Key absorption peaks
corresponding to functional groups in silicone rubber material are listed in Table 4.
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Table 4. Key absorption peaks of silicone rubber in Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy

(FTIR) analysis.
Functional Groups Wave number/cm~1
O-H 3700-3200
CH;(C-H) 2960
C-H 1440-1410
Si-CH;,(C-H) 1270-1255
Si-0-5i(Si-O) 1100-1000
0-Si(CH3),-O(Si-O) 840-790
Si(CHs)s 800-700

The results of wave numbers of the functional groups of the composite insulators sampled are
plotted in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. FTIR analysis results of samples under different years: (a) wave number between 500 and
2000 cm™!; (b) wave number between 2000 and 4000 cm™?.

Figure 4 shows the following:

(1) The main functional groups of samples in FTIR are mainly consistent, and no new key functional
groups appear in the surficial in aging process.

(2) With the increase of aging time, the Si-O-5i absorption peak altitude at wave number 1100-1000
em™! gradually decreases, which indicates that the content of the main Si-O-Si bond decreases. In the
aging process, UV radiation could interrupt the main Si-O-S5i bond in the surface material of silicone
rubber, which would result in an organosilicon molecule in silicone rubber transferring to pollution
layers, along with the decrease of the Si—-O-Si absorption peak altitude.

(3) The Si—(CH3), absorption peak altitude at wave number 840-790 cm™! decreases gradually
with the increase of aging time, resulting in the silicone rubber tending to be polar and gradually
hydrophobic in the aging process.

(4) For aging composite insulators, the -OH absorption peak altitude at wavenumber 3700-2800
cm™~! of surface materials rises gradually with the increase of aging time, and there are two main
reactions occurring in -OH during this process. One is that water, the catalyst in the hydrolysis reaction,
promotes mutual combination of diversified free radicals under high temperature conditions in the
aging process, which results in the rise of the -OH absorption peak altitude. The other is that a large
amount of free O-H groups in the surface material of silicone rubber volatilizes after contact with
air, leading to a decrease of the -OH absorption peak altitude. In Figure 4, the -OH absorption peak
altitude increases with the increase of aging time, showing that the first factor has greater influence
than the second factor, leading to an increase of the content of the -OH bond.

Previous research [23] indicates that the decrease of Si-O-5i and C-H absorption peak altitudes,
which results in the materials being polar, has greater influence than the rise of -OH absorption peak
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altitude, which adds some hydrophilic groups resulting from the hydrolysis reaction. In this paper, the
ratio (denoted H) of the Si—-(CHj3); absorption peak altitude to the Si-O-5i absorption peak altitude is
used to characterize the aging degree of composite insulators.

The results for H of the composite insulators are listed in Table 5.

Table 5. The results for H of composite insulators.

Samples Si-(CHj3), Si-O-Si H
Aq 0.2228 0.2361 0.9437
Ay 0.2198 0.2337 0.9405
Aj 0.2176 0.2324 0.9363
Ay 0.2139 0.2293 0.9328
Asg 0.203 0.2188 0.9278
Ag 0.1649 0.1832 0.9202

2.2.2. Element Content Analysis

In order to further study the changes of chemical aging effects of silicone rubber with aging time,
element content analysis was performed, with the help of X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS)
conducted by an ESCALAB 250Xi from Thermo Fisher Scientific Company. Test results are listed in
Table 6.

Table 6. Main element contents (%) of composite insulators of Factory A.

Samples Si C (0] Al Fe Pt
Ay 22.51 41.85 30.77 4.54 0.06 0.27
Aj 21.75 40.19 33.72 415 0.06 0.13
Aj 20.88 38.62 35.36 4.83 0.05 0.26
Ay 19.64 36.44 38.48 5.06 0.13 0.25
As 18.62 36.23 40.22 4.62 0.07 0.24
Ag 17.51 35.36 42.12 4.71 0.09 0.21

Table 6 shows the following;:

(1) With the increase of aging time, the relative content of Si and C elements gradually decreases,
which leads to a decrease of Si-O-5i absorption peak altitude and Si—(CHj3), absorption peak altitude.

(2) Combined with the analysis in Section 2.2.1, the hydrolysis reaction in the surface material of
silicone rubber will lead to an increase of the relative content of the O element as aging time increases.

(3) With the increase of aging time, there are few changes in the relative contents among the A,
Fe and Pt elements in the samples. Some fluctuations result from the differences among the fillers of
composite insulators with different voltage levels.

(4) Based on the test results of XPS, the relative contents of Si, C and O elements (denoted Xg;, X¢
and X, respectively) are taken as parameters to characterize the aging degree of composite insulators.

2.3. Electrical Properties

Salt-Fog Flashover Test

In this research, a salt-fog flashover test was performed in a testing hall of Chongqing University.
The test power supply was provided by a YDJ 5 kVA/50 kV AC transformer, which could meet the
power requirements of the salt-fog flashover test. Three samples of the same aging time were cut from
silicone rubber, with a size of 6 cm X 4 cm, as shown in Figure 5. The sample was placed between
high-voltage and ground electrodes, as also shown in Figure 5, and flashover was produced between
the two electrodes. The wiring diagram of the test principle is shown in Figure 6.
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Figure 5. Schematic diagram of samples and the electrodes in the electrical test.
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Figure 6. Test circuit.

In Figure 6, T and B are AC test transformers, Ry is a current limiting resistor, L represents the
artificial air fog chamber, P is the salt-fog generator, and DAS (Data Acquisition System) is a voltage
measuring system where flashover voltage can be displayed directly.

To prepare the test, the samples were washed with anhydrous ethanol, rinsed with water and
dried in the shade for 24 h.

The salt-fog flashover test is in accordance with IEC 60060-1989 [24]. According to this standard,
the concentration of salt-fog in this study was 1000 uS/cm. In order to ensure the accuracy and
rationality of the test, three samples were selected under the same conditions for six repeated tests.
The average flashover voltage was obtained for comparing the electrical properties between samples
aged for different years, and the standard error between average flashover voltage and each flashover
voltage should be less than 10%. The equations for calculating the average flashover voltage Uy and
deviation error 0% are expressed in Equations (2) and (3):

@)

®)

0% is the standard error of the flashover voltage.
Test results of the salt-fog flashover test are listed in Table 7.

Table 7. The results of salt-fog flashover voltage of samples of Factory A.

Samples Aging Time/Year 1000 pS/em

Uy (kV) %
Ay 1 13.87 3.27
Aj 3.5 13.30 4.89
Aj 6 12.76 227
Ay 8 11.21 2.13
As 10 9.99 4.76
Ag 12 8.11 3.28

Table 7 shows the following;:
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(1) With the increase of aging time, the salt-fog flashover voltage of samples gradually decreases.
For example, Uy of sample A; aged for 1 year is 13.87 kV. When the aging time reaches 10 years, Uy of
sample A5 declines to 9.99 kV.

(2) The increasing rate of salt-fog flashover voltage accelerates gradually with an increase of aging
time from 1 to 12 years. The decreasing rate of salt-fog flashover voltage is slower in the aging process
from 1 to 6 years. After rough bumps appear in the surface material of silicone rubber, the salt-fog
flashover voltage decreases faster than before.

3. Lifespan Prediction Method

This section covers the details for the process of proposing a prediction method for determining
the aging time of composite insulators, including analysis of relative parameters for lifespan prediction
and a prediction method for the aging time of composite insulators.

3.1. Analysis of Relative Parameters for Lifespan Prediction

In Section 2, corresponding parameters of composite insulators under different aging years for
predicting lifespan were studied, as listed in Table 8.

Table 8. Lifespan prediction parameters of samples.

No. Parameters Test Methods
1 O CA of the surface of samples
2 A Average hardness of the surface of samples
3 Sem Aging level based on SEM test
4 H The ratio of Si-(CHjs), absorption peak altitude to Si-O-Si
absorption peak altitude
5 Xsi Relative content of Si element of samples
6 Xc Relative content of C element of samples
7 Xo Relative content of O element of samples
8 Uy Salt spray flashover voltage of samples

In this paper, Pearson correlation analysis, a statistical method, was employed and the correlation
coefficient » was utilized to preliminarily analyze the correlation between each lifespan prediction
parameter and the operating year [25]:

r= —_ (4)

\/i (xl-—@z\/i (t:-1)’
i=1 =1

where, x; is the lifespan prediction parameters of the ith sample; t; is the aging year of the ith sample; X
is the mean value of lifespan prediction parameters of samples aged for different years; t is the mean

value of aging time of samples aged for different years.
The t-test was used to detect the significance of correlation coefficients between lifespan prediction
parameters and aging time. The calculation is expressed in Equation (5).

T="Y""2 -2 ®)

V1-12
In Equation (5), if the significance value « is less than 0.05, it indicates that there is a certain
correlation between two variables; if « is less than 0.01, it indicates that there is a significant correlation
between two variables. Test results are listed in Table 9.
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Table 9. Correlation between lifespan prediction parameters and aging time.

Parameters Correlation Coefficient Significance Correlation
Ouv -0.997 a =0.0006 Significant negative correlation
A 0.915 a =0.0106 Positive correlation
Sem 0.906 a =0.0136 Positive correlation
H -0.861 a =0.0286 Negative correlation
Xsi -0.992 a =0.0006 Significant negative correlation
Xc -0.904 a =0.0136 Positive correlation
Xo 0.996 a =0.0006 Significant positive correlation
Uy -0.963 a =0.0026 Significant negative correlation

Table 9 shows the following:

(1) According to the results of correlation analysis (Table 9), with the increase of aging time, the
static contact angle 0ay, the relative content of Si element Xs; and salt-fog flashover voltage Uy decrease
significantly, and the relative content of O element X increases significantly. These four parameters
are significantly correlated with aging time (&« < 0.01). These parameters can be used in evaluating the
aging degree of aged composite insulators and proposing a prediction method to determine the aging
time of composite insulators.

(2) With the increase of aging time, the hardness A and the aging level S, increase, and the
ratio of Si—-(CH3), absorption peak altitude to Si-O-5i absorption peak altitude (H) and the relative
content of C element X¢ decrease. These four parameters were correlated with aging time (a < 0.05).
On this basis, these parameters can be used as auxiliary indexes in evaluating the aging effects of
composite insulators.

3.2. Prediction Method for Aging Time of Composite Insulators

A BP neural network is a kind of multi-layer feed-forward neural network. Because of its simple
structure, many adjustable parameters, training algorithms and good maneuverability, BP neural
networks have been extensively applied [26]. In this case, a BP neural network was employed to
propose a prediction method for determining the aging time of composite insulators by means of the
four parameters which are significantly correlated with aging time. The structure of the BP neural
network used in this paper is shown in Figure 7.

Input layer(» neurons)

Figure 7. Structure of back propagation (BP) neural network.

In Figure 7, there are n neurons in the input layer of the BP neural network, m neurons in the
hidden layer and [ neurons in the output layer. Based on Reference [27], the optimal number of neurons
in the hidden layer are given by Equations (6)—(8).

m<n-—1 (6)

m< Vn+1l+a (7)
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m = log, n 8)

where 7 is the number of neurons in the input layer; / is the number of neurons in the output layer; m is
the number of neurons in the hidden layer; a is a constant between 0 and 10.

This paper employs four parameters, namely, the static contact angle 0,y, the relative content of
Si element Xg;, the relative content of O element X and the salt-fog flashover voltage Uy, which are
significantly correlated with aging time, as the input neurons, and the aging time as the output neuron.
Thus, the number of neurons in the hidden layer is 2. Moreover, the goal of the error is set as 1075.

In BP neural network testing, parameters of composite insulators aged for 1-10 years were
employed as training samples, and parameters of composite insulators aged for 12 years were
employed as test samples. The error changes during training are shown in Figure 8.
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-
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Figure 8. Reduction of deviation by training.

In the process of BP neural network training for aging time prediction, the mean squared error of
the predicted aging time of composite insulators scarcely changed at first. During the process from
30 to 35 iterations, the mean squared error of predicted aging time decreased rapidly and achieved
convergence in 35 iterations. In this case, the mean squared error of predicted aging time is 1078, which
indicates that the equivalent relationship between significantly correlated parameters and aging time
can be established accurately based on the BP neural network, and that the aging time of composite
insulators can be predicted accurately based on the method proposed in this paper.

In this paper, o1 is defined as the relative error between the predicted aging time (denoted a)
and actual aging time (denoted a). Results for a1, 2 and o1 of samples aged for 12 years are shown in
Table 10.

01 = @ X 100% 9)

Table 10. Predicted and actual aging time of composite insulators.

Samples ai/Year afYear o1 (%)
Ag 12.60 12 5.0

Table 10 shows that the relative error o1 between the predicted and actual values is less than 5%,
which is within the range of high accuracy in engineering practice. In this case, the method based on a
BP neural network can be used in predicting the aging time of composite insulators from Factory A in

future research.

4. Conclusions

In this paper, the changing law of lifespan parameters corresponding with the aging time of
composite insulators was investigated by widely accepted methods. Based on test results, lifespan
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prediction parameters significantly correlated with aging time were obtained. On this basis, a prediction
method based on a BP neural network was proposed for determining the aging time of composite
insulators. The main conclusions are as follows:

(1) With the increase of aging time, the number of cracks and voids appearing in the surface
material of samples increases gradually, the hardness of samples rises, and organosilicon molecules
in silicone rubber begin to transfer to pollution layers. At this stage, composite insulators can still
maintain a good condition. After rough bumps appear in the surface material of samples, these
parameters that correspond with the aging time of composite insulators decline significantly.

(2) By means of calculation of the correlation between lifespan prediction parameters and aging
time, it was found that the static contact angle 9,,, the relative content of Si and O elements (Xs; and Xo,
respectively), and salt-fog flashover voltage Uy have significant correlation with aging time, and that
these parameters can be used to evaluate the aging degree and in a prediction method for determining
the aging time of composite insulators. In addition, hardness A, the ratio of Si—(CHj3), absorption peak
altitude to Si—-O-Si absorption peak altitude H, the aging level S,;, and the relative content X all have
certain correlation with aging time. These parameters can be used as auxiliary parameters to evaluate
the aging degree of composite insulators under different aging times.

(3) In this paper, a prediction method for determining the aging time of composite insulators
based on a BP neural network was proposed. Due to the high accuracy in experimental verification,
this method can be used to predict the aging time of composite insulators from Factory A in a high
altitude area in future research.
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