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Abstract: This study presents a collaborative sensing approach that integrates the pre-embedded
sensor method and the impact-echo technique to enhance the accuracy of grout filling quality
assessment for precast concrete sleeve connections. The pre-embedded sensor method, which
relies on vibration energy attenuation, enables continuous monitoring of the grout filling process;
however, its accuracy is limited at low filling degrees, as vibration energy values remain constant
at approximately 255 when the filling degree is below 70%. In contrast, the impact-echo technique,
based on the principle of impact elastic wave propagation, demonstrates high accuracy in evaluating
grout filling degrees across various levels, with reflected waveform amplitude increasing accordingly.
This collaborative approach establishes a functional relationship between vibration energy values
from the pre-embedded sensor method and grout filling degree, allowing for a comprehensive
assessment of grout filling quality. In field demonstrations, the calculated grout filling degree values
deviated by less than 5% from the set values. Practical guidelines for implementing the collaborative
sensing approach are also provided. The method developed in this study offers a reliable solution for
assessing grout filling quality in precast concrete sleeve connections, addressing the limitations of
individual testing methods.

Keywords: precast concrete; sleeve connections; grout filling quality; collaborative sensing; pre-
embedded sensor; impact-echo technique

1. Introduction

Precast concrete structures have emerged as a highly industrialized form of construc-
tion, offering a range of advantages, including environmental friendliness, low-carbon
footprint, rapid installation, stability, and comparable mechanical performance to tradi-
tional cast-in-place concrete structures [1-3]. The key to the success of precast concrete
structures lies in the seamless integration of the precast members into a monolithic system,
which is primarily achieved through the connections between various structural elements,
such as the beam-column and slab-column joints [4].

In the realm of precast concrete structures, the connections between different com-
ponents play a crucial role in determining the overall structural performance [5,6]. These
connection points are typically the locations where the highest stresses and deformations
are concentrated, and their quality and integrity directly impact the safety, stability, and
serviceability of the entire building [7]. Depending on the construction method, precast
concrete connections can be broadly classified into two categories: wet connections and
dry connections.
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Wet connections, such as the grouted sleeve connection, have become the predominant
choice in the majority of precast concrete structures due to their ability to create a continuous
load transfer path and achieve a monolithic behavior [4,8]. In a grouted sleeve connection,
the precast members are connected by inserting the reinforcing bars into a sleeve, which is
then filled with a cementitious grout material [9,10]. The quality and completeness of the
grout filling within the sleeve directly influence the structural integrity and load-bearing
capacity of the connection [7,11-13].

Ensuring the quality of grouted sleeve connections is of paramount importance for
the overall safety and stability of precast concrete structures. Deficiencies in the grout
filling can lead to a reduction in the load-bearing capacity, compromising the structural
integrity and potentially jeopardizing the entire building [14]. To address this critical aspect,
a comprehensive quality control regime is essential, involving a range of testing methods
and equipment to assess the quality of the grouted connections.

The quality inspection methods for grouted sleeve connections can be broadly cat-
egorized into two groups: destructive testing and non-destructive testing. Destructive
testing, such as core sampling and pull-out tests, provides direct information about the
grout properties and the integrity of the connection. However, these methods are invasive
and can potentially compromise the structural integrity of the precast members. On the
other hand, non-destructive testing techniques offer a more viable solution, as they can
assess the grout quality without causing any physical damage to the structure [15-17].

Among the various non-destructive testing methods, the embedded sensor method
and the impact-echo technique have gained widespread recognition in the assessment of
grouted sleeve connections [18]. The embedded sensor method involves the installation of
sensors within the grouting sleeve during the construction phase. After the grouting process
is complete, the sensors collect data on the vibration energy, which can be used to evaluate
the degree of grout filling and the quality of the connection [19]. The impact-echo technique,
on the other hand, utilizes the principle of stress wave propagation to detect defects and
density variations within the grouted sleeve [20,21]. By analyzing the reflected stress waves,
the technique can provide insights into the integrity and compactness of the grout filling.
Each of these non-destructive testing methods has its own strengths and limitations [22].
The embedded sensor method is particularly well-suited for in-situ applications, where
the sleeves are already embedded within the precast concrete elements [19,23]. In such
scenarios, the lack of access to the exposed steel reinforcement ends prevents the direct
application of the impact-echo technique. Conversely, the impact-echo method can provide
more detailed information about the internal condition of the grouted sleeve, including the
presence of voids or defects, but it requires access to the exposed steel reinforcement ends
for the excitation of the stress waves [24].

To overcome the limitations of the individual testing methods and leverage their
respective advantages, a collaborative sensing approach can be developed by exploring
the correlation between the vibration energy values obtained from the embedded sensor
method and the density information derived from the impact-echo technique [25,26]. By
establishing a relationship between these two parameters, it becomes possible to enhance
the accuracy and reliability of the grouting quality assessment for sleeve connections,
particularly in situations where the impact-echo technique cannot be directly applied.

This study aimed to investigate the relationship between the vibration energy values
measured by the embedded sensor method and the density information obtained from the
impact-echo technique, and to establish a method for the collaborative sensing of grouting
filling degree in sleeve connections. The research workflow is presented in Figure 1. The
performance of the embedded sensor method in assessing the grout filling degree of sleeve
connections under varying levels of grout filling was analyzed. The effectiveness of the
impact-echo technique in determining the grout filling degree of sleeve connections was
evaluated, and a correlation between the detected density and the actual grout filling
degree was established. A collaborative sensing approach was developed by exploring the
relationship between the vibration energy values from the embedded sensor method and
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the density information from the impact-echo technique to enhance the accuracy of grouting
quality assessment for sleeve connections. Finally, the proposed collaborative sensing
approach was validated through field demonstration and provided practical guidelines for
its implementation in real-world precast concrete construction projects.

Grouting Condition
Pre embedded
sensor method technique
Vibration energy Set - Actual grouting
el Bl Compactness/y) il

Field demonstration

Figure 1. Research flowchart of this study.

The structure of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents the materials
and methods used in the study, including the detailed procedures for the embedded sensor
method and the impact-echo technique, as well as the design of the experimental models.
Section 3 discusses the results obtained from the laboratory experiments and the field
demonstration, and analyzes the correlation between the vibration energy values and
the grout filling degree. Finally, Section 4 summarizes the key findings of the study and
provides recommendations for future research and practical applications.

The research presented in this paper contributes to the body of knowledge on the
quality assessment of grouted sleeve connections in precast concrete structures. By de-
veloping a collaborative sensing approach that combines the strengths of the embedded
sensor method and the impact-echo technique, the study offers a more comprehensive and
reliable solution for evaluating the grout filling degree, which is critical for ensuring the
structural integrity and safety of precast concrete buildings. The findings of this research
can be valuable for practitioners, researchers, and policymakers in the precast concrete
industry, helping to improve the quality control and construction practices for precast
concrete structures.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Embedded Sensor Method

The embedded sensor method utilizes damped sensors to measure the vibration
energy values. In this study, the ZBL-G1000 detector and SDA1003 damping vibration
sensor from the Beijing ZBL Science and technology Co., Ltd. (Beijing, China) were used to
detect the fullness of grouting. The principle is based on the damped vibration amplitude
attenuation, wherein the sensor vibrates under the applied signal and experiences the
effects of friction and medium resistance, causing the amplitude to decay over time. By
analyzing the different vibration amplitude decay patterns, the surrounding medium
environment of the sensor can be inferred, and the grout filling degree within the sleeve
can be assessed.

According to the Chinese technical specification for inspection of sleeve grouting
quality of precast concrete structures (T/CECS 683-2020) [27], the grout filling degree can
be evaluated based on the following criteria: when the vibration energy value is more than



Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8932

40f17

100, the grout filling is considered complete; when the vibration energy value is between
100 and 150, the grout filling is essentially complete; and when the vibration energy value
is >150, the grout filling is incomplete.

The testing procedure for the embedded sensor method is illustrated in Figure 2.
Figure 2a includes (1) weighing grouting material, (2) mixing grouting material, (3) sealing
the lower end of the sleeve, (4) grouting, (5) testing, and (6) data acquisition. First, the
damped sensor is inserted through the grout outlet, ensuring that the sensor reaches
the bottom of the sleeve and is tightly sealed with a rubber plug. After the grouting is
completed, the signal cable is connected to the instrument’s sensor interface at one end,
and the two clips are attached to the signal lines of the pre-embedded sensor within the
tested sleeve. By clicking the sampling button or the sampling key on the main interface,
the system automatically starts continuous sampling, and the waveform area displays the
collected dynamic waveform. Upon completion of the sampling, the data are stored, and
the next sleeve can be tested. This process is repeated until all the sleeves have been tested,
and then the stop button is clicked.
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Figure 2. Process and schematic diagram of embedded sensor method testing: (a) testing flow,
(b) schematic diagram.

2.2. Impact-Echo Technique

The impact-echo technique utilizes the principle of impact elastic wave propagation
for testing. The test setup used in this study is shown in Figure 3. The detection instrument
is the SRB-MATS-B multi-function rock anchor tester manufactured by Sichuan Sheng-
Tuo (Chengdu, China), which is based on the impact elastic wave principle. The testing
procedure involves using an impact hammer to strike the exposed reinforcement end at
the center of the sleeve, generating an elastic wave. The sensor then records the elastic
wave data, and through the analysis of the properties of the excitation and received signals
(wave velocity, amplitude, and dominant frequency), the grout filling density within the
sleeve can be qualitatively evaluated.

The testing procedure for the impact-echo technique is illustrated in Figure 4. The
test requires the collaboration of two personnel. First, the sleeve is positioned on the
fixture of the test bench to prevent the test component from shaking under external force
during the test. A coupling agent is applied to the exposed reinforcement end of the
sleeve, ensuring that the entire surface is not covered, leaving a portion exposed for manual
excitation. The detection instrument is the SRB-MATS-B multi-function rock anchor tester
manufactured by Sichuan Sheng-Tuo, which is based on the impact elastic wave principle.
The detection instrument is composed of a signal receiver and a main instrument. The
signal receiver (with a magnetic base) is then attached to the coupling agent surface, and the
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receiver is connected to the main instrument. One of the personnel then gently strikes the
reinforcement end with the impact hammer, while the other personnel monitors the data
displayed on the instrument and adjusts the excitation force to obtain the optimal wave-
form. In this experiment, the optimal waveform is obtained with a specific quantification of
the impact force measured at 12.15 N, corresponding to the impact force of a 50 g steel ball
falling from a height of 30 cm. The distance between the excitation position and the sensor
should be maintained at 0.02~0.03 m, and the instrument’s sampling frequency should be
set to 250 kHz. To ensure proper adhesion between the sensor and the contact element, the
surface of the contact element should be polished prior to testing. The signal receiver is
equipped with a magnetic base to prevent experimental errors caused by poor connection
with the contact element.
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Figure 3. Impact-echo technique.
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Figure 4. Schematic diagram of impact echo technique testing.

2.3. Experimental Model

The experimental model used in this study is shown in Figure 5, and it is composed
of reinforcing steel, connection sleeves, cementitious grout, sealant, and a base. The red
marker is the Grout stopper for Grout outlet. For the experiments, sleeves with different
grout filling degrees were set up and used for testing. The grout filling degree is defined as
the ratio of the actual grout volume within the sleeve to the maximum grout volume that
can fill the sleeve completely, expressed as a percentage.
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Figure 5. Experimental model for grouting quality of sleeve connection nodes.

Based on engineering experience, the grout filling degree of the sleeve is not only
determined by the grout volume, but also influenced by the grout viscosity, grouting speed,
sleeve diameter, and sleeve wall thickness. In this study, by referring to existing research
and combining it with engineering practice, sleeve connection specimens with grout filling
degrees of 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, and 100% were fabricated in the
laboratory to simulate the various grout filling scenarios [26,28].

2.4. Field Demonstration

The field demonstration of the proposed testing methods was conducted on a precast
shear wall structure. The schematic diagram of the field demonstration is shown in Figure 6.
The precast shear wall contains multiple sets of sleeve connections, with known sleeve
configurations and volumes. The steps of the field demonstration are as follows:

(1) The sleeves were first flushed with high-pressure water to remove any residual debris;

(2) The grout and bedding mortar were prepared, and the bedding mortar was used to
seal the bottom of the sleeves;

(3) The damped vibration sensors were installed at the grout outlets, and the grout filling
degree testing instrument was used to ensure the proper functioning of the sensors;

(4) The grout was then pumped into each set of sleeves using a high-pressure grouting
machine;

(5) After the grouting was completed, the grout filling degree testing instrument was
used to measure the waveform and vibration energy values of the grouted sleeves.
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Figure 6. Schematic diagram of field demonstration.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Pre-Embedded Sensor Method

The experimental results obtained using the pre-embedded sensor method for different
grout filling degrees are shown in Figure 7. The analysis of the results reveals the following:

From the measured vibration energy values and waveform plots, it can be observed
that as the set grout filling degree increases, the vibration energy values initially remain
unchanged and then decrease. Similarly, the number of waveforms gradually decreases
and the waveform amplitude becomes smaller. When the set grout filling degree is 100%,
the vibration energy waveform trends towards a straight line, which is consistent with
the current specification for evaluating the grout filling degree based on the vibration
energy values.

When the set grout filling degree is less than 70%, the vibration energy values remain
unchanged, essentially maintaining a value of 255, and do not accurately reflect the changes
in the grout filling degree. This is due to the fact that in the pre-embedded sensor method,
the core testing component, the damped vibration sensor, is exposed to the air and not
completely covered by the grout. This indicates a limitation in using the vibration energy
values from the pre-embedded sensor method to assess the grout filling degree.

When the set grout filling degree is between 70% and 100%, the vibration energy
values decrease as the grout filling degree increases. This is because, in this range, the
grout covers the damped vibration sensor first, and then a portion of the grout recedes,
causing the measured vibration energy values to change accordingly. This suggests a
correlation between the vibration energy values and the grout filling degree in this range. It
is worth noting thar there is no linear relationship between grouting fullness and vibration
energy value. When the set grout filling degree is between 70% and 100%, the relationship
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between grouting fullness and vibration energy values in this study can be represented by
Equation (1).
y = 0.0725x% — 14.175x + 810.75 1)

where y represents the vibration energy values and x represents the grouting fullness.
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Figure 7. Test results of pre-embedded sensors under different grouting fullness: (a) 10%, (b) 20%,
(c) 30%, (d) 40%, (e) 50%, (f) 60%, (g) 70%, (h) 80%, (i) 90%, (j) 100%.
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3.2. Test Results of Impact-Echo Technique

The test results of the impact-echo technique for different grout filling degrees are
shown in Figure 8. To ensure the accuracy of the experimental data, each set of grout filling
degree was tested five times.
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Figure 8. Test results of impact-echo technique under different grouting fullness: (a) 10%, (b) 20%,
(c) 30%, (d) 40%, (e) 50%, (f) 60%, (g) 70%, (h) 80%, (i) 90%, (j) 100%.
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The analysis of the results indicates that the reflected waveforms differ for different
grout filling degrees. As the grout filling degree increases, the reflected waveforms received
by the impact-echo detection instrument become stronger.

The experimental data obtained using the impact-echo technique are summarized
in Table 1. The analysis of the data shows that the standard deviations of the measured
filling degree results are relatively small (<2.5), indicating the stability of the test data
and the absence of significant errors. Additionally, the percentage deviations of the test
data are within 5%, which is an acceptable range, demonstrating that the measured data
can accurately reflect the actual grout filling quality. This suggests that the impact-echo
technique can reliably evaluate the grout filling degree in sleeve connections.

Table 1. Test results of impact-echo technique.

Fullness Setting Value/%  Fullness Detection Value/% Average Value/% Standard Deviation Deviation/%

10
9
10 9 9.6 0.80 4.00
9
11

19
20
20 22 19.6 1.36 2.00
18
19

28
29
30 32 294 1.50 2.00
30
28

39
39
40 38 394 1.02 1.50
40
41

50
49
50 51 494 1.02 1.20
49
48

55
56
60 61 57.4 2.06 4.33
57
58

69
70
70 73 69.6 1.85 0.57
68
68

78
75
80 76 77.8 2.14 2.75
81
79
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Table 1. Cont.

Fullness Setting Value/%

Fullness Detection Value/% Average Value/% Standard Deviation Deviation/%

90

87
90
89 89 1.41 1.11
88
91

100

95
97
96 96.4 1.02 3.60
98
96

Note: Deviation = ((Detection value — Setting value)/Setting value) x 100%.

The impact-echo technique uses a multi-function rock anchor tester that is based on the
principle of impact elastic wave propagation. When the stress wave encounters an interface
with different acoustic impedance, it will be reflected, and the resonance phenomenon will
cause changes in the surface displacement of the concrete. By placing receivers around
the excitation point, the displacement signals can be collected and analyzed using the fast
Fourier transform (FFT) to evaluate the internal defects and density of the structure [29-31].

The impact-echo technique has the advantages of high energy, strong penetration,
convenient operation, and fast testing speed, making it particularly suitable for precast
structures with single-sided access [32]. It also demonstrates a high accuracy in detecting
the grout filling degree of both large and small diameter corrugated sleeves. In the field
cases, under specific conditions, the impact-echo technique’s results for the grout filling
degree of large diameter corrugated sleeves were found to be consistent with the core
sampling results.

3.3. Correlation Analysis

The analysis of the results from Sections 3.1 and 3.2 reveals that the vibration energy
values obtained from the pre-embedded sensor method can reflect the grout filling quality
within a certain range, while the density values measured by the impact-echo technique
are highly correlated with the set grout filling degree.

Under field construction conditions, since the sleeves are pre-embedded in the concrete
members, it is not possible to directly use the impact-echo technique for grout filling degree
detection, as the excitation point can only be placed on the surface of the concrete member,
and not on the exposed reinforcement ends. Therefore, this section explores the correlation
between the grout filling degree and the vibration energy values obtained from the pre-
embedded sensor method, which can help directly obtain the grout filling degree in the
field construction environment using the pre-embedded sensor method.

To investigate the correlation between the vibration energy values obtained from the
pre-embedded sensor method and the set grout filling degree, and to better reflect the
relationship between the two, this study added three additional sets of grout filling degree
experiments based on the pre-embedded sensor method test data, and the compiled test
data are summarized in Table 2.

The fitting analysis of the data in Table 2 shows that the vibration energy values
obtained from the pre-embedded sensors and the fullness values obtained from the impact-
echo technique follow an exponential relationship, and the function relationship can be
expressed as:

y' =5978.5 x exp(—x/22.4) + 67.8 2)

where x is the vibration energy value ranging from 70% to 100%, and when x < 70%, y’ = 255.
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As shown in Figure 9, the fitting curve has an R? value of 0.995, indicating a high
degree of fit, which can be used to express the relationship between the vibration energy
value and the set grout filling degree.

Table 2. Test results of pre-embedded sensors and impact-echo technique.

Pre-Embedded Sensors Impact-Echo Technique
Vibration Energy Value (x) Fullness Detection Value (y')/%
255 <70
174 70
152 75
140 80
131 85
125 90
120 95
118 100
100 = = Test valuej
Fit curve

x 95

2 90} y=5987.5xexp(-x/22.4)+67.8

= R’=0.995

2 g5t

en

g

= 80r

o

2

O 75+

70+

120 130 140 150 160 170 180

Vibration energy value

Figure 9. Fitting analysis of vibration energy value and grouting fullness.

Furthermore, since the density values measured by the impact-echo technique are
essentially the same as the grout filling degree within the sleeve, i.e., y’ =y, the function
relationship derived in this section between the vibration energy values from the pre-
embedded sensor method and the fullness values from the impact-echo technique can be
used to represent the relationship between the vibration energy values and the grout filling
degree within the sleeve.

3.4. Test Results of the Field Demonstration

To verify the accuracy of the function relationship between the vibration energy
values and the grout filling degree, as fitted in Figure 9, for field experiments, this section
conducted field tests using the pre-embedded sensor method to measure the grout filling
degree after grouting. The precast shear wall used in the experiment contained multiple
sets of sleeve connections. According to the design information of the shear wall, the
internal structure and volume of the sleeves were known. The field experiment set the
grout filling degrees at 60%, 65%, 70%, 75%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95%, and 100%, a total of nine
test conditions.

To avoid deviations in the grout filling degree test results for each set of sleeve connec-
tions due to factors such as internal structure and residual debris, the grout filling degree
detection instrument was used to test each set three times, and the average value was taken.

After the experiment, the grout filling degree was calculated based on the test results
and the function relationship in Equation (1), using the vibration energy values. The
set grout filling degree and the experimentally calculated values are shown in Figure 10.
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The analysis of Figure 10 shows that in the field experiment, the grout filling degree
calculated from the vibration energy values measured using the pre-embedded sensor
method, through the fitted function in Equation (1), has a small deviation from the set
grout filling degree and a high reliability. This also indicates that Equation (1) can be used
to represent the relationship between the vibration energy values and the grout filling
degree within the sleeve, i.e., the grout filling degree can be directly evaluated through the
pre-embedded sensor method.

100 - ™ calculated value

\O
[}
T

Calculated value / %
[eze]
S

~J
[}
T

70 80 90 100
Set value / %

Figure 10. Deviation between set value and calculated value.

3.5. Comparison of Testing Methods

The pre-embedded sensor method and the impact-echo technique have their respective
advantages and limitations in evaluating the grout filling degree of sleeve connections, as
summarized in Table 3.

Table 3. Comparison of pre-embedded sensor method and impact-echo technique.

Characteristics Pre-Embedded Sensor Method Impact-Echo Technique
Principle Vibration energy attenuation Impact elastic wave propagation
Evaluation target Vibration energy value Density /Impedance
Applicability Embedded sleeve Exposed reinforcement end
Accessibility Convenient, no special access required Requires access to reinforcement end
Test duration Short, continuous monitoring Relatively longer, point-by-point testing
Accuracy Limited at low filling degrees High accuracy across filling degrees
Limitations Air exposure of sensor, limited range Requires access to reinforcement end

The pre-embedded sensor method has the advantage of convenient and continuous
monitoring, as the sensors are pre-embedded in the sleeve and do not require special access
for testing [33,34]. However, the method has limited accuracy in evaluating the grout filling
degree, particularly when the filling degree is low, due to the air exposure of the sensor.

The impact-echo technique, on the other hand, demonstrates high accuracy in assess-
ing the grout filling degree across different filling levels, as it is based on the principle of
impact elastic wave propagation and can effectively detect the internal density /impedance
changes [35-37]. However, the technique requires access to the exposed reinforcement ends
for excitation, which may not be feasible in some field conditions.

To leverage the strengths of both testing methods and improve the overall accuracy of
grout filling quality assessment, a collaborative sensing approach has been developed, as
discussed in the following section.
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3.6. Practical Guidelines for Implementation

Based on the findings from the laboratory experiments and the field demonstration,
the following practical guidelines are provided for the implementation of the collaborative
sensing approach in precast concrete construction projects:

(1) Pre-installation of embedded sensors:

During the prefabrication stage, install the damped vibration sensors at the grout out-
lets of the sleeve connections, ensuring that the sensors are properly sealed and integrated
into the sleeve assembly.

Ensure the proper functioning of the pre-embedded sensors and the compatibility
with the grout filling degree testing instrument. The grouting fullness detector is required
to meet an amplitude linearity specification of within £1.0 dB for every 10.0 dB, with a
frequency bandwidth between 10 kHz and 100 kHz. A damping vibration sensor should
be utilized, ensuring that the diameter of the core component at the end does not exceed
10.0 mm, and the diameter of the steel wire connected to the core component is maintained
between 2.0 mm and 3.0 mm. Additionally, the sensor and rubber plug should be designed
as an integrated unit, with the diameter of the hole through which the steel wire passes
matching the diameter of the steel wire, and the diameter of the exhaust hole being no less
than 3.0 mm;

(2) Grout filling and testing procedure:

Flush the sleeves with high-pressure water to remove any residual debris before
grouting.

Prepare the grout and bedding mortar, and use the bedding mortar to seal the bottom
of the sleeves.

Connect the pre-embedded sensor signal cables to the grout filling degree testing
instrument, and initiate the continuous monitoring of the vibration energy values during
the grouting process.

After the grouting is completed, record the final vibration energy values for each
sleeve connection;

(3) Collaborative data analysis:

Use the function relationship in Equation (1) to convert the vibration energy values
from the pre-embedded sensor method into the corresponding grout filling degree values.

If access to the exposed reinforcement ends is available, conduct the impact-echo
technique testing to obtain the density information and cross-validate the grout filling
degree results.

Integrate the vibration energy-based grout filling degree and the impact-echo-based
density information to establish the collaborative assessment of the grout filling quality;

(4) Quality assurance and decision-making:

Compare the collaborative assessment results with the specified grout filling degree
requirements, as per the relevant technical specifications.

Identify any sleeve connections with inadequate grout filling and prioritize them for
remedial actions, such as additional grouting or replacement.

Implement the collaborative sensing approach as a standard quality control procedure
for precast concrete sleeve connections, ensuring consistent and reliable grout filling quality.

By following these practical guidelines, construction teams can effectively implement
the collaborative sensing approach to enhance the assessment of grout filling quality in
precast concrete sleeve connections, leading to improved structural integrity and long-term
performance of the precast concrete structures.

4. Conclusions

This study developed a collaborative sensing approach that combines the pre-embedded
sensor method and the impact-echo technique to enhance the accuracy of grout filling qual-
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ity assessment for precast concrete sleeve connections. The key findings and conclusions
drawn from the research are as follows:

(1) The pre-embedded sensor method, based on the principle of vibration energy attenu-
ation, can provide continuous monitoring of the grout filling process. However, its
accuracy is limited at low filling degrees due to the exposure of the sensor to air;

(2) The impact-echo technique, utilizing the principle of impact elastic wave propagation,
demonstrates a high degree of accuracy in evaluating the grout filling degree across
different filling levels. It can reliably detect the internal density and impedance
changes within the sleeve connections;

(3) The collaborative sensing approach establishes a functional relationship between
the vibration energy values obtained from the pre-embedded sensor method and
the grout filling degree, thereby leveraging the strengths of both testing methods.
This approach can provide a comprehensive and accurate assessment of the grout
filling quality, even in field conditions where direct access to the reinforcement ends
is not feasible;

(4) The field demonstration has validated the effectiveness of the collaborative sensing
approach, with the calculated grout filling degree values closely matching the set
values. This indicates the practical applicability of the proposed method in real-world
precast concrete construction projects;

(5) Practical guidelines have been provided for the implementation of the collaborative
sensing approach, including the pre-installation of embedded sensors, the grout filling
and testing procedure, the collaborative data analysis, and the quality assurance
and decision-making process. These guidelines can assist construction teams in the
effective implementation of this approach in their projects.

The collaborative sensing approach developed in this study offers a reliable and
comprehensive solution for assessing the grout filling quality in precast concrete sleeve
connections, contributing to the overall structural integrity and performance of precast con-
crete structures. By integrating the strengths of both the pre-embedded sensor method and
the impact-echo technique, this approach can overcome the limitations of each individual
method and provide a robust and accurate evaluation of the grout filling quality.

Future research directions may include the investigation of advanced data analy-
sis techniques, the exploration of wireless sensor integration, and the development of
automated monitoring and decision-making frameworks to further streamline the imple-
mentation of the collaborative sensing approach in the construction industry.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Y.Y. and B.J.; methodology, S.W.; software, Q.X.; validation,
Y.Y. and B.J.; formal analysis, S.W.; investigation, B.]. and S.W.; resources, Q.X.; data curation,
Q.X.; writing—original draft preparation, B.].; writing—review and editing, B.]. and Y.Y.; project
administration, S.W.; funding acquisition, Q.X. All authors have read and agreed to the published
version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Science and Technology Research Project of Chongging
Education Commission (Grant numbers: KJQN202205802, KJQN202305802).

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.
Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement: The raw data supporting the conclusions of this paper will be made
available by the authors by request.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

1.  Yee, A.A.; Eng, PH.D. Social and environmental benefits of precast concrete technology. PCI J. 2001, 46, 14-19. [CrossRef]

2. Yee, A.A; Eng, P. Structural and economic benefits of precast/prestressed concrete construction. PCI J. 2001, 46, 34-43. [CrossRef]

3.  Kurama, Y.C;; Sritharan, S.; Fleischman, R.B.; Restrepo, ].I.; Henry, R.S.; Cleland, N.M.; Ghosh, S.K.; Bonelli, P. Seismic-Resistant
Precast Concrete Structures: State of the Art. J. Struct. Eng. 2018, 144, 03118001. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.15554/pcij.05012001.14.19
https://doi.org/10.15554/pcij.07012001.34.42
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)ST.1943-541X.0001972

Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8932 16 of 17

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Sun, Y.L.; Sun, Z.Y,; Yao, L.Z.; Wei, Y.; Wu, G. Bond performance between SFCBs and grouted sleeves for precast concrete
structures. Adv. Struct. Eng. 2021, 24, 2857-2869. [CrossRef]

Kataoka, M.N.; Ferreira, M.A.; El Debs, A. Study on the behavior of beam-column connection in precast concrete structure.
Comput. Concr. 2015, 16, 163-178. [CrossRef]

Yu, Q.; Sun, J.; Xu, Z; Li, L.; Zhang, Z.; Yu, S. Mechanical analysis of grouted sleeve lapping connector. Appl. Sci. 2019, 9, 4867.
[CrossRef]

Li, X.M.; Xiao, S.; Gao, R.D.; Harries, K.A.; Wang, Z.L.; Xu, Q.F. Effects of grout sleeve defects and their repair on the seismic
performance of precast concrete frame structures. Eng. Struct. 2021, 242, 112619. [CrossRef]

Belleri, A.; Riva, P. Seismic performance and retrofit of precast concrete grouted sleeve connections. PCI J. 2012, 57, 97-109.
[CrossRef]

Alshaikh, I.LM.; Abadel, A.A.; Alrubaidi, M. Precast RC structures’ progressive collapse resistance: Current knowledge and future
requirements. Structures 2022, 37, 338-352. [CrossRef]

Tullini, N.; Minghini, F. Grouted sleeve connections used in precast reinforced concrete construction-Experimental investigation
of a column-to-column joint. Eng. Struct. 2016, 127, 784-803. [CrossRef]

Tengfei, X.; Quanwen, L.; Renda, Z.; Ding, J.; Zhan, Y. On the early-age bond-slip behavior of an eccentric bar embedded in a
grouted sleeve. Eng. Struct. 2019, 190, 160-170.

Zheng, G.; Kuang, Z.; Xiao, J.; Pan, Z. Mechanical performance for defective and repaired grouted sleeve connections under
uniaxial and cyclic loadings. Constr. Build. Mater. 2020, 233, 117233. [CrossRef]

Xu, F; Wang, K.; Wang, S.; Li, W.; Liu, W.; Du, D. Experimental bond behavior of deformed rebars in half-grouted sleeve
connections with insufficient grouting defect. Constr. Build. Mater. 2018, 185, 264-274. [CrossRef]

Sayadi, A.A.; Rahman, A.B.A.; Sayadi, A.; Bahmani, M.; Shahryari, L. Effective of elastic and inelastic zone on behavior of glass
fiber reinforced polymer splice sleeve. Constr. Build. Mater. 2015, 80, 38-47. [CrossRef]

Li, Z.; Zheng, L.; Chen, C.; Long, Z.; Wang, Y. Ultrasonic detection method for grouted defects in grouted splice sleeve connector
based on wavelet pack energy. Sensors 2019, 19, 1642. [CrossRef]

Li, D.; Liu, H. Detection of sleeve grouting connection defects in fabricated structural joints based on ultrasonic guided waves.
Smart Mater. Struct. 2019, 28, 085033. [CrossRef]

Wu, C; Yang, C.; Ma, S.; Xu, X. Feasibility study on grouting compactness detection in sleeves using piezoelectric transducers.
Appl. Sci. 2019, 10, 149. [CrossRef]

Henin, E.; Morcous, G. Non-proprietary bar splice sleeve for precast concrete construction. Eng. Struct. 2015, 83, 154-162.
[CrossRef]

Zhou, Z.; Wu, H.; Tan, C.; Xing, Y.; Gao, R. Comparison and a case study of test methods for sleeve grouting fullness in precast
bridge piers. In Life-Cycle Civil Engineering: Innovation, Theory and Practice; CRC Press: Boca Raton, FL, USA, 2021; pp. 971-976.
Xu, B.; Fan, X.; Wang, H.; Zhou, S.; Wang, C.; Chen, H.; Ge, H. Experimental study on grout defects detection for grouted splice
sleeve connectors using stress wave measurement. Constr. Build. Mater. 2021, 274, 121755. [CrossRef]

Liu, Y.-L.; Shi, J.-].; Huang, ].-Q.; Wei, G.-S.; Wu, Z.-X. Grouting Defect Detection of Lapped Bar Connections Based on Impact-Echo
Method. Shock Vib. 2019, 2019, 1934240. [CrossRef]

Liu, J.; Li, D.; Cui, X. Research status and future directions of defect detection in grouted splice sleeves: A review. Constr. Build.
Mater. 2023, 402, 133010. [CrossRef]

Yao, F; Ji, Y.; Tong, W.; Li, HX,; Liu, G. Sensing technology based quality control and warning systems for sleeve grouting of
prefabricated buildings. Autom. Constr. 2021, 123, 103537. [CrossRef]

Yao, F.; Abulikemu, A. Effect of impact source on detection quality in impact echo testing of sleeve grouting. Mater. Test. 2020, 62,
927-936. [CrossRef]

Yehia, S.; Abudayyeh, O.; Nabulsi, S.; Abdelqader, K. Detection of common defects in concrete bridge decks using nondestructive
evaluation techniques. J. Bridge Eng. 2007, 12, 215-225. [CrossRef]

Du, Y.X,; Sun, X.L,; Yang, J.; Wu, Z.Q.; Bian, D.C. Research on the Sleeve Grouting Fullness Testing of Prefabricated Structures
Based on Piezoelectric Method. KSCE J. Civ. Eng. 2024, 28, 1928-1946. [CrossRef]

T/CECS 683-2020; Technical Specification for Inspection of Sleeve Grouting Quality of Precast Concrete Structure. China
Architecture & Building Press: Shanghai, China, 2020.

He, A.; Zheng, D.C.; Cai, J.; Chen, Q.].; Tang, X.L.; Ye, ].B. Experimental investigation on the horizontal impact response of precast
RC bridge piers with grouted sleeve connections considering defects. Eng. Struct. 2024, 316, 118617. [CrossRef]

Li, B,; Cao, J.; Xiao, J.Z.; Zhang, X.C.; Wang, H.F. Robotic Impact-echo Non-Destructive Evaluation based on FFT and SVM.
In Proceedings of the 11th World Congress on Intelligent Control and Automation, Shenyang, China, 29 June—4 July 2014;
pp. 2854-2859.

Yao, F; Chen, G.Y.; Abula, A. Research on signal processing of segment-grout defect in tunnel based on impact-echo method.
Constr. Build. Mater. 2018, 187, 280-289. [CrossRef]

Yeh, PL.; Liu, PL. Application of the wavelet transform and the enhanced Fourier spectrum in the impact echo test. NDT E Int.
2008, 41, 382-394. [CrossRef]

Tajari, M.; Shekarchi, M.; Sadri, A. Use of Impact-echo Technique for Detection of Distributed Damage in Concrete due to
Alkali-silica Reactivity. Mater. Eval. 2011, 69, 881-890.


https://doi.org/10.1177/13694332211001505
https://doi.org/10.12989/cac.2015.16.1.163
https://doi.org/10.3390/app9224867
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2021.112619
https://doi.org/10.15554/pcij.01012012.97.109
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.istruc.2021.12.086
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2016.09.021
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2019.117233
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2018.07.050
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2015.01.064
https://doi.org/10.3390/s19071642
https://doi.org/10.1088/1361-665X/ab29b0
https://doi.org/10.3390/app10010149
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2014.10.045
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2020.121755
https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/1934240
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2023.133010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2020.103537
https://doi.org/10.3139/120.111566
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)1084-0702(2007)12:2(215)
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12205-024-1410-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2024.118617
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2018.07.192
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ndteint.2008.01.002

Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8932 17 of 17

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Yuan, L.B.; Jin, W.; Zhou, L.M.; Lau, K.T. The temperature characteristic of fiber-optic pre-embedded concrete bar sensor. Serns.
Actuators A-Phys. 2001, 93, 206-213. [CrossRef]

Zhang, H.; Li, ].].; Kang, F; Zhang, J.A. Monitoring depth and width of cracks in underwater concrete structures using embedded
smart aggregates. Measurement 2022, 204, 112078. [CrossRef]

Chaudhary, M.T.A. Effectiveness of Impact Echo testing in detecting flaws in prestressed concrete slabs. Constr. Build. Mater. 2013,
47,753-759. [CrossRef]

Ohtsu, M.; Watanabe, T. Stack imaging of spectral amplitudes based on impact-echo for flaw detection. NDT E Int. 2002, 35,
189-196. [CrossRef]

Salazar, A.; Vergara, L.; Igual, J.; Gosalbez, ]. Blind source separation for classification and detection of flaws in impact-echo
testing. Mech. Syst. Signal Process. 2005, 19, 1312-1325. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.1016/S0924-4247(01)00657-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.measurement.2022.112078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2013.05.021
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0963-8695(01)00045-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ymssp.2005.08.014

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Embedded Sensor Method 
	Impact-Echo Technique 
	Experimental Model 
	Field Demonstration 

	Results and Discussion 
	Pre-Embedded Sensor Method 
	Test Results of Impact-Echo Technique 
	Correlation Analysis 
	Test Results of the Field Demonstration 
	Comparison of Testing Methods 
	Practical Guidelines for Implementation 

	Conclusions 
	References

