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Abstract: Multi-band antennas have received significant interest because they can support multiple
wireless communication services with a single antenna. However, an array antenna consisting of
these element antennas can suffer from non-periodic arrangement due to the irregular sizes of the
elements. In this paper, various shapes of patch antennas with fractal antennas are used to ensure
the periodic arrangement of the array antenna, and antenna array incorporated with a feed network
is proposed. Four different antenna arrays operating at 2.45/3.7/4.3/5.0 GHz are aggregated in an
antenna with interleaved disposition of the different element antennas. It is observed that mutual
couplings between two elements are sufficiently low, at less than —23 dB. Peak antenna gain ranging
from 11.1 dBi to 14.4 dBi at the four different bands is obtained.

Keywords: multi-band antenna; Sierpinski fractal antenna; patch antenna; array antenna; quad-band
array antenna; Wi-Fi; 5G communication systems; sensors

1. Introduction

There has been growing demand for multi-band antennas due to the increasing pop-
ularity of high data connectivity. Stubborn and fast connectivity has been implemented
using multiple wireless communication systems. For instance, it has been used to support
both Wi-Fi and 5G communication systems for high data connectivity [1]. The design of a
multi-band antenna needs to meet the requirements of modern wireless communication
services. An array antenna comprises element antennas whose dimensions are proportional
to the wavelength of each frequency band. It is difficult to create uniformly spaced array
antennas for each frequency band due to the differently sized element antennas [2-7]. The
optimum displacement for multi-band elements has been investigated based on a variety
of algorithms such as genetic algorithms, neural networks, and ant colony algorithms [8,9].
There have been several empirical efforts to improve arrangement of the array antenna. For
periodic element placement, radial placement with different radiuses and multi-layered
antenna design have been strategically utilized [10-12]. However, in spite of these en-
hanced arrangements, the antennas have had drawbacks such as low aperture efficiency
and complex feeding networks. Quad-band antenna elements have been used to create
multiple-input and multiple-output(MIMO) arrays for portable terminal devices [13-16];
however, these studies have been focused on optimized designs of multi-band element
antennas. The effect of the shape and size of element antennas has rarely been considered
important in array antennas. An optimized array antenna can be realized using similarly
sized element antennas, which also provide the desired multi-band characteristics. For
the optimized element design, miniaturization techniques can be used; studies of these
techniques have compared operating frequencies of different shapes of patch antennas such
as basic square and bow tie [17]. Fractal multi-band antennas have been used to provide
considerable miniaturization, taking advantage of self-similar structures [18-23]. Several
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miniaturization techniques can be simultaneously applied to reduce the size of the elements
operating at lower frequency bands in order to obtain similarly sized element antennas.

In this paper, a quad-band uniformly spaced array antenna is proposed based on simi-
larly sized element antennas using square and bow tie patch antennas and corresponding
fractal antenna designs. A fractal antenna design based on a fat-bow-tie-shaped patch
antenna is proposed. The set of element antennas is designed to cover some of the center fre-
quencies of Wi-Fi and 5G communications, including 2.4 GHz/3.7 GHz/4.3 GHz/5 GHz.
Four different array antennas are divided into two upper arrays (2.4 GHz/4.3 GHz) and
two lower arrays (3.7 GHz/5 GHz), inter-element spacings between the two elements being
set as 0.5\ at 2.4 GHz and 0.9A at 4.3 GHz for the upper arrays and 0.64A at 3.7 GHz and
0.87A at 5 GHz for the lower arrays. A common ground plane is placed in the middle
layer between the radiating elements in the top layer and the feeding network in the
bottom layer.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Quad-Band Uniformly Spaced Array Antenna

Figure 1 shows a schematic description of the quad-band array antenna. The proposed
array antenna is made up of three layers: the top layer for radiating elements, the bottom
layer for a feed network, and the middle layer for the ground plane of both the radiating
elements and the feed network. The substrates used are two 0.8 mm thick Duroid-5880
laminates with a relative dielectric constant ¢, of 2.2. The radiating elements on the top
layer and the feed network on the bottom layer are depicted in Figure 2. The size of the
substrate (w x [) is 177 mm x 252.9 mm. Each array antenna has an arrangement mixing
multi-band antennas by alternating between them. The use of similarly sized radiating
elements plays a role in implementing the uniformly spaced multiband array operating
at different frequency bands. Four different array antennas are divided into two upper
arrays operating at 2.4 GHz and 4.3 GHz and two lower arrays operating at 3.7 GHz and
5 GHz. The array arrangement can be changed to vertical extension for typical base-station
applications [24]. A multi-band array antenna disposition in which the two distances
between the centers of two elements are 0.6A~0.8A and 0.8A~1.0A has been reported in [2].
Similarly, in this study, two different inter-spacings are used, namely d; = 62.8 mm and
dp = 52 mm for the upper and lower array, respectively. The inter-element spacings in the
two antenna arrays are equivalent to 0.5A at 2.4 GHz, 0.9A at 4.3 GHz, 0.64A at 3.7 GHz, and
0.87A at 5 GHz. Four microstrip line feeds are located at the bottom layer to provide signals
for four element antennas with equivalent magnitude and phase. The microstrip feed lines
are connected to each antenna element through via structures having a radius of 0.5 mm.
The common ground plane presented in [25] is located between the antenna elements and
the feed network.

2.2. Patch and Fractal Element Antennas

The quad-band array antenna embodies four types of microstrip patch element anten-
nas, which resonate at different frequency bands. Figure 3 depicts a set of different kinds of
patch antennas for the element antennas.

The approach to designing the element antennas is to use shape variants of patch
antennas and Sierpinski fractal antenna designs. The dimensions of the element antennas
are ws = 9.8 mm, [5 = 20.2 mm, wy; = 18 mm, wy,, = 20.5 mm, wp =9 mm, ls1 = 5.1 mm,
lsp =25 mm, ;3 = 1.3 mm, [y = 4.8 mm, ;5 = 2.4 mm, and wy; = 12 mm. It has been
reported that a large variance of resonant frequencies can be obtained by altering the
shapes of microstrip patch element antennas [17]. The length [ of the square patch antenna
with width w can be defined as [26]

(e +0.3)(w/t +0.264)
(e, —0.258) (w/t + 0.8)

I —2(0.4121)

C
~ 1
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where ¢ is the speed of light in a vacuum, f is the thickness of the substrate, and ¢, ff is
the effective dielectric constant, which is 1.75. The side length s of the Sierpinski gasket
antenna is determined from resonant frequencies [23] at

1 —1\" t _
o {@0.3063;r 0.68p1-x7]1]%0(§t )" — = forn=0 o
%fo(g_) -7 forn >0
h ¥=0fork=1_ 45— 7023075, where It is the height of the ant ki
where x — 1 fOI' k > 1 an p = . , where 1S e elg () € antenna, 1S

the iteration number, the band number # is zero, and { is the scale factor of the classical
Sierpinski gasket, which is typically 0.5. The results of this study are obtained using the
full-wave simulation tool HFSS. The graphs of the reflection coefficients are provided in
Figure 4. The reflection coefficients obtained using High Frequency Structure Simulator
(HFSS) are provided in Figure 4. The center frequencies of the bow tie, the fat bow tie and
the square patch antennas are simulated as 2.8 GHz, 4.4 GHz, and 5.1 GHz, respectively.
The ratio of different resonant frequencies between bow tie and square patch antennas can
be derived as f1/f, = 0.549. The resonant frequency of the fat bow tie antenna is located
between these, and can be tuned by changing a parameter of wg,. It is worth noting that
a larger width of ws, compared to the one for wy, is used for bow tie antennas to tune the
resonant frequencies. The ratio of resonant frequencies between bow tie fractal and square
patch antennas increases to f1/f5 = 0.486. Table 1 summarizes the types of element antennas,
resonant frequencies, and relevant wireless communication services. Broader options for
element antennas are presented, including patch elements with Sierpinski-gasket fractal
antennas. The requirement for multiple frequency bands is met using bow tie and fat bow
tie antennas with Sierpinski gaskets. Two different iterations of 2 and 3 are used for bow
tie fractal antennas, which provide resonant frequencies at 2.6 GHz and 2.47 GHz. To the
best knowledge of the authors, a fat bow tie Sierpinski fractal antenna is presented here for
the first time, and further miniaturization of around 15% is achieved with the proposed
antenna, compared to the typical fat bow tie antenna. The four designs that resonate at the
center frequencies in accordance with the wireless communication services are selected,
namely square, fat bow tie, fat bow tie fractal, and bow tie fractal patch antennas.

o
ﬁ Quad-band S . S
Li‘ array antennas y ~ e
o, T,
%, Te T
— / . .
LJ—» Feed network <// I Microstrip
N Substrate
ﬁ! ! Ground plane
(a) (b)

Figure 1. Schematic description of quad-band array antenna: (a) top view of radiating elements
including feed network on bottom layer; (b) exploded view of the antenna.
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Figure 2. (a) Quad-band uniformly spaced array displacement with four elements for each band on
top layer; (b) four-port feed network to evenly distribute signals in terms of magnitude and phase.
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Figure 3. Different kinds of element antennas: (a) basic square patch; (b) fat bow tie patch; (c) bow
tie patch; (d) bow tie Sierpinski fractal antenna; (e) fat bow tie Sierpinski fractal patch.

(d)

Table 1. Types of antenna elements, their resonant frequencies, and corresponding wireless commu-

nication services.

Antenna Type Center Frequency Wireless Comm. Services
Square 5.08 GHz Wi-Fi
Fat bow tie 4.40 GHz Wi-Fi
Fat bow tie fractal 3.72 GHz 5G
Bow tie 2.80 GHz None
Bow tie fractal (Iteration 2) 2.60 GHz None

Bow tie fractal (Iteration 3) 2.47 GHz Wi-Fi
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Figure 4. Reflection coefficients of bow tie, fat bow tie and square patch antennas with center
frequencies of 2.8 GHz, 4.4 GHz, and 5.1 GHz, respectively.

2.3. Feed Network Integrated with the Array Antenna

Figure 5 depicts the topology of a four-port feed network. The dimensions of the
four microstrip feed lines are provided in Table 2. The microstrip feed line of each port is
designed to carry signals to four antenna elements. The microstrip line is matched to 50 Q).
The lengths of the feed lines from an antenna port to each element antenna are identical.
The feed network is implemented using a T-shape power divider, and the 50 2 microstrip
line is matched to the 100 () line with a quarter-wave impedance transformer. The widths
of the microstrip line for each port are set to be identical.

! t 1
t
b s Wgu W
W B A
Wni

Figure 5. Topology of the feed network on the bottom layer.

Table 2. Dimensions of the four-port feed network (mm).

la Ip I Iy Ies Iis Iy I Ity Ir1o
Portl 16.7 5.5 22.2 7.3 5.5 16.7 22.2 5.6 62.1 28.1
Port2 13.9 13.9 12.7 12 7.55 20.2 12.7 19.4 62.1 21.7
Port3 19.2 8.5 14.7 79 7.6 20.5 14.7 2.8 51.3 35.3
Port4 12.1 12.1 109 8.4 6.7 17.5 109 15.5 51.7 32.8
ZUﬂ wf2 ZUf3 ZUf4 ZUf5 wf6 Wﬂ ng
3 24 14 0.7 24 14 0.7 24
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3. Results

Graphs of the reflection coefficients of the proposed element antennas are shown
in Figure 6. The bow tie fractal (iteration 3), fat bow tie fractal (iteration 2), fat bow tie,
and bow tie patch antenna have center frequencies of 2.47 GHz, 3.71 GHz, 4.4 GHz, and
5.08 GHz, respectively. The shift of the center frequencies due to integrating with the feed
network is considered in the early stage of the element design. The reflection coefficientsat
the center frequencies are —10.6 dB, —11.4 dB, —18.6 dB, and —18.5 dB for the bow tie
fractal, fat bow tie fractal, fat bow tie, and square patch antenna, respectively. The radiation
pattern of each element antenna is shown in Figure 7. It is shown that most radiation
occurs on the boresight z-axis, peak gain being simulated as 5.4 dBi, 7.2 dBi, 6.6 dBi, and
8.18 dBi for the bow tie fractal, fat bow tie fractal, fat bow tie, and square patch antenna,
respectively. The peak gain of the bow tie fractal decreases as its iteration number increases,
which inherently reduces aperture area compared to the typical bow tie antenna.

0 /I

UQ&[ p

Bow-tie fractal
——«— Fat bow-tie fractal
—=—s— Fat bow-tie
-+—+ Square

24 245 253.65 3737543 44 4550 51 52
Frequency(GHz)

1
[,

—
=

Reflection Coefficient(dB)
n

i
~d
=

Figure 6. Reflection coefficients of different element antennas: bow tie fractal patch antenna, fat bow
tie fractal antenna, fat bow tie antenna, and square patch antenna.
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Figure 7. Radiation patterns of the element antennas. Upper left: bow tie fractal patch; upper right:
fat bow tie fractal patch; lower left: bow tie patch; lower right: square patch.

The arrangement of the array antenna takes the form of interleaving different types of
element antennas. The distances between elements depend on the operating frequencies
of each array antenna. In order to evaluate the effect of the array disposition, mutual
coupling between two elements [27] is investigated. Figure 8a,b describes the scenarios
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of mutual coupling between two identical elements or between two adjacent elements.
For the purpose of evaluation, the feed network is removed and each individual element
is fed by a separate microstrip line. The mutual coupling level between two antennas is
simulated, and the results are shown in Figure 8c. The graphs show maximum values of
—25 dB for case 1 at 2.44 GHz, —47.8 dB for case 2 at 2.43 GHz, —26.7 dB for case 3 at
4.35 GHz, —23.2 dB for case 4 at 3.69 GHz, —35 dB for case 5 at 3.7 GHz —28.5 dB for case
6 at 5.05 GHz. Case 1, case 3, case 4, and case 6 are related to mutual coupling between two
identical elements. It is shown that all coupling levels are low with the array disposition.
Among these, case 1 and case 4 with d = 0.5A at 2.44 GHz and d = 0.64A at 3.7 GHz show
slightly higher levels of —25 dB and —23.2 dB, which is caused by the relatively short
distance between the two antennas. Case 2 and case 5 each have two different elements,
which generates a very low coupling level of below —30 dB.

Case 3
(@)
0 .
~#-Case 1
—_~ : 3 : : —v—Case 2
I e E— S — Case 3 |
:‘) ‘ ; i : -Case 4
= Case 5|
'—;‘ --'--ICase 6
= H
=
b=
=
[0 1 | ESUUUEUN-4 SO SUNRUURUNE SUU O JNUUNE SN ST SN JUN ST TN
e
=
—
-~
-55

3 35 4
Frequency(GHz)
(c)

Figure 8. Mutual coupling level between element antennas: (a) configuration of mutual coupling in
the upper array antenna, (b) configuration of mutual coupling in the lower array antenna, (¢) mutual
coupling level between element antennas.

The impedance-matching and radiation pattern of the quad-band array antenna is
evaluated. Figure 9 presents a graph of the reflection coefficients for the antenna ports
1/2/3/4 presented in Figure 2b. The reflection coefficients are obtained as —10.3 dB at
2.44 GHz for port 1, —14.7 dB at 4.37 GHz for port 2, —12.3 dB at 3.7 GHz for port 3,
and —27.5 dB at 5.05 GHz for port 4, which shows appropriate matching properties. The
radiation patterns of the proposed array antenna are provided in Figure 10. The antenna
boresight is on the z-axis. The peak gain is 11.1 dBi at 2.44 GHz for port 1, 13.8 dBi at
4.37 GHz for port 2, 13.5 dBi at 3.7 GHz for port 3, and 14.4 dBi at 5.05 GHz for port 4. The
peak gain for port 1 is degraded as a result of the relatively low gain of the element antenna,
as mentioned previously. For port 2 and port 4, the sidelobe levels are high compared to
the other two ports. This is because the higher frequency increases the electrical length of
interspacing, causing an unwanted grating lobe. The overall peak gain is satisfactory forthe
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use of a sub-array for sensor and communication applications. The M x N normalized array
pattern can be defined as in [21]:

AFy o — [sin(Ml[)x/Z)} y [sin(szy/Z)] .

Msin(y/2) N'sin (¢, /2)

Py = Bd cosfcos P+ a
where {l/Jy = Bd cosfsing +
and & = 0 (maximum: boresight direction). The two cases with the smallest and largest
interspacings (d = 0.5A, 0.97) are evaluated comparing the simulated results and the calcu-
lated results using Equation (3) incorporated with the simulated element patterns. Figure 11
shows a comparison between full-wave simulation and array analysis, demonstrating good
agreement in terms of the beamwidth of the main lobe and the null positions.

0, ’,zi/ 1d
.5
-10

and M = N =2, d is the interspacing between two elements,

Sll
Sy
-15 Ss;

———a S‘4

Reflection Coefficient(dB)

-20
24 245 253.653.75 3.85 42 43 4449 5.0 5.1

Frequency(GHz)

Figure 9. Reflection coefficients of the proposed four-port quad-band array antenna.
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Figure 10. Radiation patterns of the quad-band array antenna. Upper left: port 1; upper right: port 2;
lower left: port 3; lower right: port 4.
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Figure 11. Comparison of normalized radiation patterns using full-wave simulation and array
analysis at port 1 and port 2 (¢ = 0").

4. Discussion

In this paper, a quad-band uniformly spaced array antenna is proposed. For multi-
band functionality, diverse element antennas such as bow tie fractal patch antennas, fat bow
tie fractal antennas, fat bow tie antennas, and square patch antennas are used to operate
at2.45/3.7/4.3/5.0 GHz. The modified Sierpinski fractal antenna is firstly proposed, and
three other element antennas were suggested by previous studies. The ratio of the resonant
frequencies is 0.486 with similarly sized element antennas. Table 3 shows the performance
of other multi-band shared-aperture antennas. With previous shared-aperture antenna
technology, it is difficult to increase the number of frequency bands and improve array
disposition. In this study, four frequency bands are achieved, compared to two or three
frequency bands in other studies. In addition, each disposition of four array antenna
is uniform 2 x 2 in contrast to the other studies, which had irregular arrangements for
different frequency bands. The proposed antenna also presents performance enhancements
in terms of port isolation and antenna gain. It is observed that mutual coupling between
two elements is sufficiently low, at below —23 dB. The proposed array antenna exhibits
good characteristics for impedance matching and obtains peak antenna gain from 11.1 dBi
to 14.4 dBi. The concept of this proposed antenna can be applied to multi-band base-station
antenna systems and sensor applications for military applications.

Table 3. Frequencies, array disposition, port isolation, and gain of shared aperture array antennas.

Reference # Frequencies Array Port Isolation Gain
(GHz) Disposition (dB) (dBi)
[3] 2.94-2.96/9.8-9.98 4x8/1x2 >25.3 18.3/9.5
[4] 5.0-6.2/7.2-8.9 2x2/4x4 >15/20 14.5/17.5
[5] 1.07-1.24/8.3-10.3 1x1/8x8 >17/20 7.0/23.0
[6] 3.12-3.42/9.2-9.36 1/12 elements >25 8.5/11
[7] 5.84-5.94/27.75-28.47 2x2/1x2 >38/55 10/11.85
. 2.44-2.45/3.69-3.72/ 2x2/2x2/ 11.1/13.5/
This study 4.35-4.41/5.02-5.09 2%2/2%2 w2 13.8/14.4
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