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Abstract: The early warning monitoring capability of a ship detection algorithm is significant for
jurisdictional territorial waters and plays a key role in safeguarding the national maritime strategic
rights and interests. In this paper, a Fast Maritime Target Identification algorithm, FMTI, is proposed
to identify maritime targets rapidly. The FMTI adopts a Single Feature Map Fusion architecture as
its encoder, thereby improving its detection performance for varying scales of ship targets, from
tiny-scale targets to large-scale targets. The FMTI algorithm has a decent detection accuracy and
computing power, according to the mean average precision (mAP) and floating-point operations
(FLOPs). The FMTI algorithm is 7% more accurate than YOLOF for the mAP measure, and FMTI’s
FLOPs is equal to 98.016 G. The FMTI can serve the demands of marine vessel identification while
also guiding the creation of supplemental judgments for maritime surveillance, offshore military
defense, and active warning.

Keywords: YOLOF; target identification; maritime identification; monitoring and early warning

1. Introduction

The maritime environment and international environment are becoming increasingly
complex and changing, resulting in a rise in the type of vessels. The diversification of
maritime targets, including warships, fishing vessels, cargo ships, etc., presents a great chal-
lenge for effective territorial water management [1]. Automatic ship detection algorithms
are essential for effective territorial water surveillance. In a variety of sea conditions, this
algorithm is capable of reliably recognizing arriving and leaving vessels. Currently, China’s
marine surveillance monitoring methods are divided into two groups based on how the in-
formation is obtained—active and passive approaches. The active methods get information
from radar, video surveillance, remote sensing, underwater sonar, etc. On the other hand,
the passive approach is usually used for the ship’s automated identifying system.

Recently, deep learning technology has made great progress in various fields. Addi-
tionally, Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN) have made outstanding contributions
in plenty of areas [2], including image classification and recognition, video recognition,
etc. The traditional approach to feature extraction required manual tasks. Because differ-
ent types of targets have different dependent features, the manual extraction approach is
ineffective. CNN [3] can extract probable features automatically, saving time on human
extracted features. Neuro networks along with improvements in big data technology have
led to a shift in maritime target identification from wasteful manual monitoring methods
to deep learning automatic identification methods.
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Artificial intelligence advances are pushing the field of computer vision forward and
providing practical answers to the problem of recognizing objects at sea. Many CNN-based
recognition models have emerged, e.g., SSD [4], Faster RCNN [5], and YOLO [6]. There are
two types of target detection algorithms—one-stage and two-stage ways. The end-to-end
concept is used in the one-step method. After feature extraction, the image directly outputs
the target class probability together with the location coordinate prediction frame, resulting
in a faster detection. SSD and YOLO are typical representatives. The two-stage recognition
procedure requires the identification of probable detection zones first and then classification
of the objects. Two-stage profound network models are represented, e.g., RCNN series [7,8]
and SPPNet [9] have higher recognition accuracy and are independent of factors such as
perspective, light, and cover.

The main contributions of the article are as follows: (1) A novel detection algorithm,
FMT], is proposed for maritime target detection. (2) A multiscale feature fusion method is
proposed to enrich the information of a single map. (3) FMTI can offer essential references
for marine-related government functions to make their decisions.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 shows the related work.
Section 3 demonstrates the methodology and the implementation details of our FMTI
algorithm. The performance metrics and the experimental results are presented in Section 4.
Finally, Section 5 concludes the work and proposes future works.

2. Related Work

Maritime rights and interests have once again become a focus of the world since
the beginning of the 21st century, and the strategic position of coastal nations has been
promoted like never before. Coastal countries constantly improve their ability to protect
their unique marine interests and rights. They also aim to protect the coastal and marine
ecosystems and further develop the marine economy.

Although technology has progressively become mature and the speed of recognition
has gradually increased, the two-step algorithm fails to achieve real-time because the
model is divided into multiple stages and calculates work redundantly. To resolve this
problem, scholars have introduced the YOLO series [10,11], SSD, and other single-stage
target detection methods; however, these approaches listed above improved the speed
while reducing the accuracy.

Marine target detection work differs from land-based recognition in that maritime
vehicles are constrained by waves, which impact vessel behavior [12], including six sorts
of activities [13], such as surging, swaying, heaving, rolling, pitching, and yawing. The
semantic data was markedly deficient. Thus, CNN-based target detection methods are
available for maritime target recognition in natural scenes. CNN was constructed by several
various layers, with the network being trained to understand the relationship between the
data, and the model describes the mapping relationship between the input and the output
data. Both traditional and deep learning target detection methods together constitute the
current dominant target detection methods.

Many scholars have conducted research to obtain the best possible precision and speed
in balance. Tello et al. [14] proposed a discrete wavelet transform-based method for ship
detection that relied on statistical behavior differences between ships and surrounding
sea regions to help in the interpretation of visual data, resulting in more reliable detection.
Chang et al. [15] introduced the You Only Look Once version 2 (YOLO V2) approach to
recognizing ships in SAR images with high accuracy to overcome the computationally
costly accuracy problem. Chen et al. [16] used a combination of a modified Generative
Adversarial Network (GAN) and a CNN-based detection method to achieve the accu-
rate detection of small vessels. Contemporary technologies and models have limitations,
such as the inability to recognize closed-range objects. Other scholars have performed
outstanding work and contributed to the implementation of neural network algorithmic
methods by migration to solve practical problems in different fields. Arcos-Garcia et al. [17]
analyze target detection algorithms (Faster R-CNN, R-FCN, SSD, and YOLO V2), combined
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with some extractors (Resnet V1 50, Inception V2, darknet-19, etc.) to improve and adapt
the traffic sign detection problem through migration learning. It is worth noting that
ResNet’s network structure has been introduced, resulting in exceptional performance in
fields including non-stationary GW signal detection [18], Magnetic Resonance Imaging
identification [19], the CT image recognition [20], and agricultural image recognition [21].
Feature Enrichment Object Detection (FEOD) framework with weak segmentation Loss
based on CNN is proposed by Zhang et al. [22], the Focal Loss function is introduced
to improve the algorithm performance of the algorithm. Li et al. [23] proposed a new
decentralized adaptive neural network control method, using RBF neural networks, to
deal with unknown nonlinear functions to construct a tracking controller. A new adaptive
neural network control method was proposed by Li et al. [24] for uncertain multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) nonlinear time-lag systems. To address the problem of Slow
Feature Discriminant Analysis (SFDA) which cannot fully use discriminatory power for
classification, Gu et al. [25] proposed a feature extraction method called Adaptive Slow
Feature Discriminant Analysis (ASFDA). A fast face detection method based on convolu-
tional neural networks to extract Discriminative Complete Features (DCFs) was proposed
by Guo et al. [26] it detaches from image pyramids for multiscale feature extraction and
improves detection efficiency. Liu et al. [27] establish a multitask model based on the
YOLO v3 model with Spatial Temporal Graph Convolutional Networks Long Short-Term
Memory to design a framework for robot-human interaction for judgment of human intent.
To resolve the real-time problem of recognition, Zheng et al. [28] introduce an attention
mechanism and propose a new attention mechanism-based real-time detection method for
traffic police, which is robust. Yu et al. [29] proposed a multiscale feature fusion method
based on bidirectional feature fusion, named Adaptive Multiscale Feature (AMF), which
improves the ability to express multiscale features in backbone networks.

Additionally, scholars have been working on meaningful improvements based on
them and making assistance for further enhancement of maritime target recognition. The
integrated classifier MLP-CNN was proposed by Zhang et al. [30] to exploit the comple-
mentary results of CNN based on deep spatial feature representation and MLP based on
spectral recognition to compensate for the limitations of object boundary delineation and
loss of details of fine spatial resolution of CNN due to the use of convolutional filters.
Sharifzadeh et al. [31] proposed a neural network with a hybrid CNN and multilayer
perceptron algorithm for image classification, which detected target pixels based on the
statistical information of adjacent pixels, trained with real SAR images from Sentinel-1
and RADARSAT-2 satellites, and obtained good performance. For the pre-processed data,
Wau et al. [32] employed a support vector machine (SVM) classifier to classify the ships
by assessing the feature vectors by calculating the average of kernel density estimates,
three structural features, and the average backward scattering coefficients. Tao et al. [33]
proposed a segmentation-based constant false alarm rate (CFAR) detection algorithm for
multi-looked intensity SAR images, which solves the problems related to the target detec-
tion accuracy of the non-uniform marine cluster environment, and the detection scheme
obtains good robustness on real Radarsat-2 MLI SAR images. Meanwhile, a robust CFAR
detector based on truncation statistics was proposed by Tao et al. [34] for single- and
multi-intensity synthetic aperture radar data to improve the target detection performance
in high-density cases. SRINIVAS et al. [35] applied a probabilistic graphical model to de-
velop a two-stage target recognition framework that combines the advantages of different
SAR image feature representations and differentially learned graphical models to improve
recognition rates by experimenting on a reference moving and stationary target capture
and recognition dataset.

In order to tackle the collision avoidance problem for USVs in complex scenarios,
Ma et al. [36] suggested a negotiation process to accomplish successful collision avoidance
for USVs in complicated conditions. Li et al. [1] suggested employing the EfficientDet
model for maritime ship detection and defined simple or complex settings with a positive
recognition rate in the above circumstances, which provides an important reference for
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maritime security defense. For USV systems with communication delays, external interfer-
ence, and other issues, Ma et al. [37] suggested an event-triggered communication strategy.
Additionally, an event-based switched USV control system is proposed, and the simulation
results show that the proposed co-design process is effective.

Traditional target detection methods include different color specificities of own color
space models and manual design to extract features. This method is susceptible to visual
angle, light, etc., and has a large volume of computation, low recognition efficiency, and
a slow speed, which cannot meet the requirements of detection efficiency, performance,
and speed. Target detection based on deep learning brings a new trend for maritime
target recognition.

The acquisition and transmission of maritime data are growing sophisticated and
becoming crucial in maritime supervision increasingly. However, at this stage of maritime
regulation, the active early warning technology is eager to improve. The early warning
of proactive detection requires quick and efficient detection of surrounding targets, but
an unavoidable problem is that it will be impacted by a reduction in detection speed, as
the algorithm accuracy rate rises. Therefore, to balance the speed and accuracy of the
algorithm detection, this paper adopts a deep learning technique to design an FMTI model
for maritime vessel detection.

3. Methodology

The successful one-stage detector adopts a Feature Pyramid Network (FPN) owing to
the divide-and-conquer scheme of the FPN for the optimizations in object detection, which
has not employed multi-scale feature fusion. In terms of optimization, Chen et al. [38]
introduced the You Only Look One-level Feature (YOLOEF), instead of complex feature
pyramids, only single-level features are applied for detection. Extensive experiments on
the COCO benchmark are to verify the effectiveness of the proposed model. Additionally,
the YOLOF model is partially updated to fit the demands of offshore operations, based on
the research presented in this paper.

3.1. Process of FMTI

The FMTI algorithm is proposed in this paper for the detection of maritime targets,
and its specific process is described subsequently. When there are one or more targets
(including multiple targets) in the image to be recognized, the network is required to make a
judgment for each prediction frame. Thus, the model divides the process into the following
three steps.

1. The classified image is gridded and there are the Bounding Boxes (Bbox) in the grid
cell. Each Bbox contains five features, (x, y, w, h, Scoreconfigence). Where (x, y) is the
offset of the Bbox center relative to the cell boundary, (w, h) denotes the ratio of width
and height in the whole image, and Scoreconfidence 1S the Confidence Score.

ScoreConfidence = PT’(ObjECt) X Glou%}; @)

Pr(object) means whether the target exists or not. The existing value is 1, and the
opposite value is 0.

. 1, Exist.
Pr(object) :{ 0. None. ()

The GIOU [39] was optimized from the IOU, (Figure 1A). The intersection of Prediction
and Ground Truth is shown by IOU. Where Area(pred) denotes the area of the detection
boxes and Area(true) denotes the area of the true value.

Area(true) N Area(pred)

Ioutrue _
pred = Area(true) U Area(pred) ®)
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of (A). IOU and (B). GIOU.

To calculate GIOU, it is necessary to find the smallest box that can fully cover the
Prediction box (Area(pred)) and the Ground Truth box (Area(true)), named Area(full).
The schematic diagram is indicated in Figure 1.

Area(full)\ Area(true) U Area(pred)
true __ true __
GIOU,,,.q = IOU, g Area( full) 4)
2. The second step is feature extraction and prediction. Target prediction is performed
in the final layer of the fully connected. If the target exists, the Cell gives the
Pr(class | object), and the probability of each class in the whole network is calculated,
then the detection Scoreconfience is calculated. The comprehensive calculation is as

Confopject; = Pr(Class|object) X Scorecon fidence
= Pr(Class|object) x Pr(object) x GIOU;‘;; ©)
= Pr(Class;) x GIOU;’:;Z

3. Setting the detection limitation of Scorecoufigence, adjusting and filtering the borders
with scores lower than the default value. The remaining borders are the correct
detection boxes and the final judgment results are outputted sequentially.

3.2. Multi-Scale Feature Fusion

Scholars strove to find better feature fusion methods for the greater robustness
of information. The initial development of the target detector was used to obtain the
whole logical information of the object by a single layer for making prediction judgments.
For example, the last layer’s output was adopted for subsequent processing in a series
of R-CNN.

A typical representative application of multiscale feature fusion is FPN [40]. The multi-
scale information obtained from feature fusion and improved the network performance for
different scale targets (including tiny targets).

YOLOF involves two key modules of a projector and residual blocks. In the projector,
1 x 1 convolution is applied to reduce the number of parameters, and then 3 x 3 convolution
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is done to extract contextual semantic information (similar to FPN). Residual blocks are
four residual modules with different rates of dilation stacked to generate output features
with multiple fields of perception, in Figure 2. For residual blocks, all convolution layers
are followed by a BatchNorm layer [41] and a ReLU layer [42], but just convolution layers
and BatchNorm layers are used in Projector. To accept varying target sizes, 4 consecutive
residual units are employed to allow the integration of numerous features with different
perceptual fields in a one-level feature.

c5
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Figure 2. Encoder of YOLOEF.

An encoder called Single Feature Map Fusion (SFMF) is presented here because it
has been developed as the key component of the detector, distinguished from a feature
pyramid based on multiple maps. It was obtained from the optimizations of YOLOF, to
design the featured fusion components upon a single feature layer [38]. By the residual
module, the YOLOF encoder obtains semantic information on multiple scales.

In Figure 3, L1-L5 is generated on the backbone paths with feature maps containing
different scale information, path-1 integrates the results of L1-L4 and L5. The results of
path-1 produce the final outcome P5. Remarkably, it ignores the preprocessing. In practice,
the use of ReLU in a backbone network may result in the loss of information about the

destination. This study tries to employ Meta-ACON [43] (refer to Section 3.3), which is
employed in the backbone network to learn to activate or inactivate automatically.
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Figure 3. SFMF Architecture.

Preliminary validation of the fusion path method is tested in the 2007-COCO dataset,
and the results are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Comparison of Fusion Paths.

Fusion Path AP
SMSF 38.5
PANet [44] 37.8

BiFPN [1,45] 37.5
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Consideration of additional channels or whether to use shortcuts results are shown in
Table 2.

Table 2. Additional case results.

Additional Channels Shortcuts
YES NO YES NO
AP 38.5 37.4 38.5 37.1

The shortcut retains the original information and overwrites all scale targets in YOLOF.
The SEMF retains the lower-scale information for subsequent fusion. The results indicate
that the SEMF can create better results with shortcuts.

3.3. Activation and Loss Function

The most ordinary nonlinear functions, including Sigmoid and ReLU, are employed
to activate the outputs in deep learning. Ma [43] proposed a novel Meta-ACON to learn
automatically to activate the output. Likewise, the same activation function uses a smoothed
maximum for approximating the extremum. Its smooth and differentiable approximation
is 6, which x represents input. It considers the standard maximum function max(xy, ... , x)
of n values.

n
Y xjeb%i
S,;(xl,xz,...,xn) = 1:711 (6)
Z ePxi
i=1
Additionally, the switch factor f is
B — 00,55 — max %
B — o0, Spg — arithmetic mean

The loss functions are categorized into classification and regression loss. The clas-
sification [46] is optimized via a focal loss (FL) algorithm at the one-stage detector. The
function of the focal loss is to calculate the cross-entropy loss of the predicted outcomes for
all non-ignored categories. The loss function serves to evaluate the comparison between the
predicted and actual values of the model, where the smaller the loss function, the better the
model performance. This work follows the original settings in YOLOF, e.g., FL and GIOU.

4. Experiments
4.1. Dataset Composition

Currently, most datasets are designed for land targets. However, maritime target
images lack open datasets because maritime targets differ greatly from land targets. In
this paper, the typical target objects as maritime ships are divided into five typical types,
including passenger ships, container ships, bulk carriers, sailboats, and other ships. It is
worth noting that the island can be accurately judged by the model, so the boxes are hidden.
The purpose of this operation is to keep the display tidy.

The images in the dataset have been augmented with data to minimize overfitting
the model in order to improve detection accuracy. How can I deal with the overfitting
issue? The most efficient method is to enhance the data set. The purpose of supplementing
the data will be to allow the model to meet more ‘exceptions’, allowing it to constantly
correct itself and provide better results. This is usually accomplished by either gathering
or enhancing more of the initial data from the source, or by copying the original data
and adding random disturbance or faulty data, which accounts for 3% of the total in this
study. To improve the model’s generalization and practical application by enriching the
dataset, a selection of real-world ship images was obtained from the open-source network to
supplement the dataset. Horizontal and vertical flipping, random rotation, random scaling,
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random cropping, and random expansion are all common augmentation procedures. It
is worth noting that a detailed annotation of the dataset is necessary, although this is a
time-consuming and complicated operation. There are 4267 images in total in the dataset,
with 20% designated for the test set, and the rest for the training set. In COCO, the batch
size is set to 48, the learning rate is set to 0.06, and the maximum number of iterations
is set to 8 k. Additionally, use the parameters in YOLOF for supplemental choices, such
as FL and GIOU. In the own self-built dataset, these parameters are recommended. The
batch size is set at 24 and the learning rate is set to 0.03. For debugging purposes, there is
personal experience data, batch size set to 8/GPU.

4.2. Establishment of Computer Platform

The experimental platform includes the following components. An Intel(R) Xeon(R)
Gold 6130 CPU @ 2.10 GHz, three NVIDIA TAITAN RTX 24 G GPUs, ResNet50 as the
basic algorithm framework, Python 3.7.0 as the programming language, Opencv4.5 as the
graphics processing tool, and Detectron2 from FACEBOOK as the training framework, as
shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Platform configuration information.

Name Version
CPU Intel(R) Xeon(R) Gold 6130 CPU @ 2.10 GHz
GPU NVIDIA TAITAN RTX 24 G
OS Ubuntu 20.04
python 3.7.0

4.3. Evaluation Indexes

In this paper, the indexes including Frames per second (FPS), mAP, and FLOPs are

used to evaluate the overall performance of detection results. The Crp indicates the number
C

all deteTcl;ions , the

Typically, the higher recall, the lower accuracy, and vice

of ships classified as true positives. Precision is denoted by precision =

— Crp
Recall rate recall = AT grownd Frafis
versa. AP combining the different accuracy and recall rates reflects the overall performance

of the model as )

AP = / P(R)dR (8)
0

Mean Average Precision (mAP) denotes the average of each AP category as

AP;

mAP ="

It
S

©)

Additionally, the floating-point operations per second (FLOPs), the number of floating-
point operations performed per second, are used to measure the computing power of
a computer.

4.4. Results Analysis

The results of target recognition by the model are shown in Figure 4. A target detector
on a ship with good performance can provide maritime authorities with an objective
reference for data visualization and reduce the ship’s collision risk due to human negligence.
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Figure 4. Recognition results of FMTT: (A) multi-objective, (B) simple or single objective.

For the first image of Figure 4A, the far ship targets were not labeled in detail at the
beginning of the experiment, which was subject to an ‘accident’ of erroneous recognition.
The recognition effect by the FMTI algorithm was so accurate that it surpassed the labeling,
i.e., the number of targets identified successfully was more than the number of the ones
labeled manually. Similarly, the hull pieces in the second image are partially overlapping
but can still be distinguished. In the third photo, the ships are separated, and this allowed
for the best recognition.

The FMTC algorithm has a good performance of recognition for not only the multitar-
get tasks but also the simple or single target(s) tasks, like in Figure 4B.

In particular, ResNet-101 [47] was introduced as a backbone network for cross-sectional
comparison of models, denoted by Res101. Table 4’s data is rounded; however, this does
not affect the overall assessment. Unavailable or useless data is indicated by /.

Table 4. Preliminary comparison results of different combinations.

Name FMTI YOLOF YOLOF + SEMF YOLOF (Res101) YOLOF (Res101) + SEFMF
FPS 39 40 38 25 29
FLOPs 91G 86 G 91G / /
Model_parameter 48 M 44 M 49M 64 M 68 M
mAP >37.7% 37.7% 37% 36% 37%

Table 4 was obtained in the 2017 COCO validation set, and Table 5 was acquired from
self-built datasets. The data is generated on an identically equipped device. Following a
comprehensive analysis of Table 4, the FMTI and YOLOF models were chosen to be applied
to the self-built dataset. The results are given in Table 5, Scorecoufigence = 0.5.
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Table 5. FMTI and YOLOF comparison results.

Name FMTI YOLOF
FPS 36.66 37.53
FLOPs 98.016 G 9352 G
mAP 0.47529 0.40382
Model_parameter 47137 M 42.488 M

As shown in Table 4, we acquired 37 percent mAP (YOLOF + SFMF) and 36 percent
mAP (YOLOF (Res101)), respectively. FMTI achieves more than 0.7 percent mAP improve-
ment (Baseline: YOLOF + SEMF or YOLOF (Res101) + SFMF) and better than YOLOF
(Res101) over 1.7 percent mAP, respectively. Furthermore, YOLOF received 37 percent mAP,
an increase of one percent above the YOLOF (Res101) mAP. In terms of mAP, FMTI exceeds
YOLOF and the other models, although it has a slightly lower FPS than YOLOEF, which
does not affect the processing performance of the FMTI model.

The results are clearly shown in Table 5. Additionally, it is worth highlighting that the
improvement of mAP is over 7%, which is significant. The computational power has been
advanced in parallel with mAP. The model is frequently improved along with memory
changes. The accompanying increase in model parameters is so normal that it is within
acceptable ranges.

More particularly, when the FMTI algorithm is applied for maritime monitoring
to provide early warning for potential danger signals in offshore areas proactively, the
occurrence probability of maritime accidents must be reduced. The FMTI model proposed
in this paper applies to maritime target detection, meanwhile, it also can broad application
prospects in the fields of maritime rescue, maritime traffic monitoring, and maritime
battlefield situational awareness and assessment.

5. Conclusions

This paper addressed an encoder, known as SFMF, which enables multi-scale feature
fusion on a map. A cross-sectional assessment of the different component compositions
was conducted prior to the experimental application of model choices, then the YOLOF
model was selected for comparison with the FMTI model. Although the FMTI model
had a slightly lower speed evaluation metric of FPS than the YOLOF model, it had more
computational power in the COCO dataset, so the two models mentioned above were
chosen for the next experimental comparison. Combining speed and processing power, the
FMTI algorithm was able to outperform the previous YOLOF in the marine ship detection
data, so it has the potential for future applications.

The FMTI algorithm could offer technical support in the areas of smart coastal transit,
naval defense, and smart maritime construction. It could be employed on the video
surveillance equipment to detect offshore ships, detecting the ships entering and departing
ports, the field of illegal fighting or military defense by recognizing and pre-warning
dangerous boats along the shoreline.

However, the image data for the majority of the training data set are captured during
good weather conditions in this paper, so further studies may still be done to ensure better
performance of the model. Future work will focus on the diversity of test samples.
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