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Abstract: Enabling technologies that drive Industry 4.0 and smart factories are pushing in new equip-
ment and system development also to prevent human workers from repetitive and non-ergonomic
tasks inside manufacturing plants. One of these tasks is the order-picking which consists in collecting
parts from the warehouse and distributing them among the workstations and vice-versa. That task
can be completely performed by a Mobile Manipulator that is composed by an industrial manipulator
assembled on a Mobile Robot. Although the Mobile Manipulators implementation brings advantages
to industrial applications, they are still not widely used due to the lack of dedicated standards on
control and safety. Furthermore, there are few integrated solutions and no specific or reference point
allowing the safe integration of mobile robots and cobots (already owned by company). This work
faces the integration of a generic mobile robot and collaborative robot selected from an identified set
of both systems. The paper presents a safe and flexible mechatronic interface developed by using
MBSE principles, multi-domain modeling, and adopting preliminary assumptions on the hardware
and software synchronization level of both involved systems. The interface enables the re-using
of owned robot systems differently from their native tasks. Furthermore, it provides an additional
and redundant safety level by enabling power and force limiting both during cobot positioning and
control system faulting.

Keywords: mobile cobot; mobile robot; mobile manipulator; mechatronic system; mbse; human safety

1. Introduction

History teaches us that production efficiency and working conditions were the main
agents that have pushed the industrial-technological progress to overcome the manufac-
turing limits of different ages [1]. Nowadays, a new technological progress is currently
happening with the advent of Industry 4.0 in which one of the main goals is the Human-
Robot Collaboration (HRC) [2]. Collaborative robots (cobots) are entering the market and
they will work safely side-by-side with humans without any physical fences as safety sepa-
ration. The main purpose of HRC is indeed combining the high levels of accuracy, speed,
and repeatability of robots with the flexibility and cognitive skills of human workers [3].
Moreover, human workers could be free themselves of non-ergonomic and repetitive
tasks [4]. One of these manufacturing repetitive tasks is the carrying components from the
warehouse to the working stations and vice-versa. Mobile robots, as Automated Guided
Vehicles (AGVs) and their evolution in Autonomous Mobile Robots (AMRs), are designed
to avoid human workers to perform carrying tasks allowing them to focus on knowledge-
based and high value-added jobs [5]. In particular, AMRs have got several features not
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only for moving products or stuff inside the factory, but also for interacting with other ma-
chines and human workers by re-planning their trajectory as required [6]. Several research
laboratories and companies have devoted time to integrating manipulators/cobots and
mobile robots generating a new system named mobile manipulator/cobot. Due to this new
industrial equipment, repetitive tasks, as the pick and place, have been transferred from
human to robot, leading the first to focus on other tasks such as inspection of parts [7].

Currently, the market offers few integrated solutions for mobile manipulators but
no specific indications or devices are allowing the safe integration of mobile robots and
cobots, already owned by the company. The slow spreading of mobile manipulators in the
industry is mainly due to the lack of reference safety standards. It follows that much more
implementations are instead present in research laboratories where experts are currently
figuring out how to deal with the decision-making process involving both systems. One
of the main challenges is to establish coordinated movements between the base and the
arm in an unstructured environment depending on the application [8]. The control logic
is important not only for programming operational tasks but also for training the mobile
robot and the manipulator to face the unexpected hazards of the operating environment.

In such a context, it is obvious the advantage that could be obtained by combining
together generic collaborative and mobile robots. The system’s connection can be performed
using an interface system allowing: (i) hardware connection by using a mechanical coupling
of mobile robot and manipulator; (ii) software connection for the concurrent control of both
systems as an additional safety measure.

The present paper deals with the preliminary design of a mechatronic interface by
using RFLP (Requirements-Functional-Logical-Physical) and Model-Based System Engi-
neering (MBSE) approaches. Those methodologies enable us to start from identified needs
and to transform them into a first interface concept with the aid of modeling and simulation.
Flexibility and safety are the main requirements that also represent the research activity
objective. The flexibility is assumed as the ability to overcome the limitations of the built-in
market solutions. Safety is assumed as the capability to safely integrate systems for which
dedicated safety standards are non yet implemented. The interface allows one to join a
generic mobile robot to a generic collaborative robot selected from an identified set of
both systems. The interface will allow the rotation and the positioning of the cobot with
respect to the mobile robot. This motion will be controlled to avoid harmful collisions with
human operators. Indeed, the motion of the entire cobot around the vertical axis is the
most hazardous because the maximum inertia is involved.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 briefly presents a state of art about
the two main systems to be integrated (collaborative robots and mobile robots) and the
main problems connected to the integration. Section 3 provides the basics of MBSE and
the RFLP approach for mechatronic system design. Sections 4-6 present the application
of the previously cited approach to the preliminary design of the mechatronic interface.
In Section 7, an evaluation of the obtained results is discussed and a critical review is given
in Section 8.

2. State of Art

This section presents a critical analysis of the state of art about mobile manipulators.
The analysis was driven by one of the two main goals of the present paper: to develop an in-
terface that can easily combine different types of cobots and mobile robots. The exploration
of the principal available cobots and mobile robots led to the identification of a representa-
tive group for both of them. The definition of a mobile robot and the differences among
AGVs, AMRs, and Autonomous Mobile Manipulators (AMMs) are presented. Furthermore,
the term “Autonomous Mobile Cobot” (AMC) is introduced to meet the need of a scenario
constantly evolving. Afterward, a background on the specific technology involving mobile
manipulators will be presented. Finally, it focuses on safety and control issues.
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2.1. Collaborative Robots

Collaborative robots are robots able to work side by side with human operators [9].
According to the ISO 10218-2 [10] a cobot is a “robot designed for direct interaction with
a human within a defined collaborative workspace”. Cobot applications have proved
that is important to define the boundary of the collaborative workspace [11] which is the
appointed space for Human-Robot Interaction (HRI).

About safety, industrial robots and cobots are quite different. Cobots use several and
concurrent solutions to ensure a safe interaction with operators and the surroundings. They
are built with lightweight materials and designed with rounded shapes. The cobots are
equipped with a set of sensors to detect the surrounding space and the human presence.
Finally, to reduce the potential damage to humans, they have torque and force sensors to
detect unwanted contacts. Therefore, the collaborative robots are largely used where the
collaboration with humans can increase the performance of the production or overcome
the technical limitations without physical fences [12].

To classify the available commercial cobots and to identify the differences among them,
three cobot market maps was developed by sampling a representative group of cobots
based on the following criteria of interest for the systems integration: (i) the payload, (ii)
the reach, (iii) the footprint and (iv) the weight. The weight and the footprint are selected
as the main binding criteria. Indeed, the cobot should be mounted on a mobile robot
that must be strong and large enough to support it. The footprint defines the minimum
dimension that the mobile robot, and consequently the interface, should have. In the second
stage, the payload and the reach have to be considered to evaluate the possible working
conditions where the cobot should be adopted. The maximum payload combined with the
weight of the cobot provides the minimum necessary capacity of both the mobile robot and
interface. Moreover, the maximum reach of the cobot involves two important aspects: (i)
safety and (ii) feasibility. Indeed, the reach determines which part of the human body can
be achieved by the cobot and the effect on the stability of the mobile manipulator.

All the examined cobots are organized by three maps where the weight is compared
respectively versus the payload (Figure 1), the reach (Figure 2) and the footprint (Figure 3).
Each selected brand is represented using a defined color according to the figures’ legend.
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Figure 1. Collaborative Robots Market: weight vs. payload.
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Figure 2. Collaborative Robots Market: weight vs. reach.
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Figure 3. Collaborative Robots Market: weight vs. footprint.

The results highlight that cobots are characterized by: (i) a weight between 11 and
61 kg; (ii) a diameter of footprint between 120 and 310 mm; (iii) a reach between 500 and
1800 mm; (iv) a payload between 2 and 18 kg. The worst case, characterized by the sum of
the weight and the maximum payload, is 71 kg. Furthermore, the robot with the maximum
footprint has a diameter of 310 mm, a reasonable value that falls into the range of most
mobile robots. Indeed, that is an important limitation for the dimension of the mobile robot
and the interface, and it needs to be considered. Figures 1-3 show that 80% of cobots have
a weight lower than 40 kg, and only 25% of cobots have a footprint higher than 230 mm.
Therefore, a representative group of the most common cobots can be characterized by the
following features:

1.  weight up to 40 kg,

2.  payload between 2 and 18 kg,
3. reach from 500 to 1800 mm and
4. footprint up to 230 mm.
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2.2. Mobile Robots

In manufacturing plants, mobile robots are widely adopted for logistic purposes.
However, there is still confusion over the “mobile robot” term definition. It is mainly due
to the existence of different kinds of mobile robots.

The most common type of such mobile robot is the AGV, introduced in 1953 by Barret
Electronics, an American company from Northbrook, Illinois [13]. An AGV is a simple
and slow transporting system constrained to follow a wire on the floor instead of a rail.
The following evolution of the technology, in particular the microprocessors, allowed to
equip the AGVs with on-board computers able to store the programmed paths and initiate
motion using directional systems to make the vehicle follow the desired path. Nevertheless,
modern solutions of AGVs are laser-based capable of determining their position and
direction from the reflection of the laser on specific reflective tapes on walls, poles, or fixed
machines [14]. Laser emission allows detecting fixed or mobile obstacles to define different
paths to reach the destination. In modern context, many factories usually adopt AGVs in
the warehouses to carry materials over great distances autonomously providing efficient
and flexible performances.

On another hand, more recently, the AMRs [15] have been integrated into industrial
applications. The main innovation compared to the AGVs is the capability to navigate
autonomously from place to place and to execute specific tasks [6]. An AMR navigates
using maps that can be loaded directly onto the robot, or that it builds autonomously
on-site. If forklifts, pallets, people, or other obstacles are in its path, the AMR goes around
safely, using the best alternative route.

Similarly, as cobots, a mobile robots market map has been developed (see Figure 4) by
sampling a representative group of mobile robots based on the following criteria of interest
for the systems integration:

1.  payload: the mobile robot has to bear the load of the cobots and the workpiece;
2. battery life: for the autonomy of the mobile robot.
3. height: for the reachability of the human body part;
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Figure 4. Mobile Robots Market: classification according to the payload, the height, and the battery
charge (in hours) represented by the diameter size.

The payload is the most important feature because the mobile robot has to carry not
only the cobot but also the workpiece. Battery life could be a critical issue for the autonomy
of the system and its operating performance. Height is the key feature for safety. Indeed,
the human body parts reachable by the system are defined by the total height of the system
obtained by combining the mobile robot and cobot heights [16]. The result of the market
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analysis is presented in Figure 4. The color of the circle represents the brand while the
diameter size represents the battery charge. Figure 4 shows four classes of mobile robots
according to the payload: up to 300 kg, 500-600 kg, 1000 kg, and 1500 kg. Furthermore,
the mobile robots within 300 and 400 mm height are characterized by the higher battery
charge (bigger diameters). In conclusion, the 81% of the examined mobile robots can be
characterized by the following features:

1.  Height up to 400 mm,
2. Payload between 90 and 1000 kg,
3.  Battery charge between 8 and 15 h.

2.3. Mobile Manipulators

Autonomous Mobile Manipulators (AMMSs) are composed of the integration of a
robotic arm and a mobile robot. The main goal of AMMs is to autonomously move
around the manufacturing plant while letting the manipulator execute specific tasks. Some
companies have proposed to add mobility to manipulators to extend their functionality
and usefulness. Concurrently, several researchers have focused on the same objective.
For instance, Helmes et al. [17] developed a mobile manipulator as a robot assistant
to support the human worker. Bostelman et al. [15] presented the possibility to adopt
AGVs or AMRs equipped with an anthropomorphic manipulator. On another hand,
Hyvilshej et al. [7] provided a review about Autonomous Industrial Mobile Manipulators
(AIMMs), identifying 12 possible application areas: sustainability, configuration, adaptation,
autonomy, positioning, manipulation and grasping, robot-robot interaction, human-robot
interaction, process quality, dependability, and physical properties. They found out that the
biggest obstacles in this field are: dependability (safety), physical properties (economy), and
configuration (usability). Bostelman et al. [18] present a review of the main AMMSs and a set
of evaluation criteria to assess their performances while Unger et al. [19] present a critical
investigation of generic use cases where the AMMSs can be applied. D’Souza et al. [20]
present a hardware and software integration of cobot and AGV without taking into account
safety aspects.

Safety and Control of Mobile Manipulators

In this context, the main challenge is the integration of cobots and mobile robots,
already owned by a generic company, by controlling both the entities without considering
them as two separate parts. The challenge refers not only to the scheduling of task processes
but especially to the decision-making process which is responsible for both cobot and
mobile robot reaction when an unexpected event occurs. Moreover, even though standards
provide detailed safety requirements for both industrial manipulators and mobile robots,
there is a lack of safety regulation for mobile manipulators. The ISO 10218-1 [21] and ISO
10218-2 [10] provide prescriptions on how to deal with hazards presented by industrial
robots and industrial robot systems and their integration into workplaces, whereas the
ISO/TS 15066 [16] specializes in collaborative operations. On the other hand, the ISO
3691-4 [22] specifies safety requirements for driver-less industrial trucks and their systems
(i.e., AGVs and AMRs). Mobile manipulators are currently not regulated by standards nor
guidelines which can assess the new risks related to the integration of the two systems.

In this context, many authors have dealt with the identification and analysis of the
possible scenarios with the AMM, by providing recommendations and guidelines. Markis
et al. [23] identified two possible configurations for a mobile manipulator starting from
the possible states of the robotic arm. If the robotic arm always rests during the mobile
robot motion, it might be considered as a load and the risk assessment for the total hazard
is led by mobile robots standards. Otherwise, when the robotic arm is moving, all three
aforementioned standards come to the rescue. Therefore, these scenarios report common
situations already considered by the manufacturers of cobots and mobile robots. However,
the combination of them presents relevant changes of their working context that needs an
additional safety measure provided by a third system that put in communication them.
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Indeed, it is not clearly nor readily identifiable which safety standard takes precedence
when both systems are moving. For this reason, it might be mandatory to take into
account special hazardous situations that can occur in industrial robotic applications with
mobile manipulators from the beginning [24]. In this way, engineers can not trust only
the inherently safe design of a collaborative robot or a mobile robot but have to adopt
complementary measures according to the specific scenario in which the system operates.
The survey of Bonci et al. [25] analyzes the most useful sensors and methods to perceive
and react to the presence of human operators in industrial applications involving mobile
manipulators. Therefore the lack of safety regulations is compensated by the use of RGB-D,
stereo vision, and Time-of-Flight cameras, laser scanner and sensors, and by the wider
multi-sensor integration.

Recently, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and Robotic Industries
Association (RIA) have released a new safety standard (ANSI/RIA R15.08-1) [26]. The stan-
dard tries to fill the existing gap in the behavior of the combined system, focusing on how
safety signals could be exchanged between two controllers. It also includes requirements
for suppliers who want to combine a cobot from one manufacturer with a mobile robot
from another manufacturer. Before reaching this first result, a series of experimental tests
for evaluating the functional safety of mobile manipulators were initiated by the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) [27,28] whose researchers provided a list
of risk scenarios involving mobile manipulators. For each scenario, not only they con-
sidered various combinations of movement of a robot and a mobile robot but also made
a distinction between single and dual control. This analysis led to identifying potential
hazard situations in which neither the mobile robot standards nor industrial manipulator
standards provide directions of application. The real flexibility challenge lies in handling
the dual-mode, because the industrial manipulator and the mobile robot have independent
controllers but with collaborative safe decisions to make. According to another study of
the NIST [29], there are three ways to provide decision-making control and three possible
levels of motion synchronization for a dual-controller mobile manipulator system. Figure 5
outlines these concepts and highlights that the three methods for decision-making control
require different minimum synchronization levels for integration.

Few other works in the literature deal with the control and safety aspects of a mobile
manipulator in a general way. This is due to the coordination of the two subsystems that
strictly depend on the task to be solved. This aspect led researchers to solve the specific
problems with their own approaches.

A pick-and-place coordination problem has been addressed by Iriondo et al. [8] with a
deep reinforcement learning approach (DRL). The controller of the robot mobile base is
learned using the arm planner feedback which guides the mobile robot to the place where
the arm can plan a trajectory. It seems that a very specific implicit coordination method is
used to perform operation tasks but nothing about the safety aspect has been dealt with.

A solution for adding a collaborative robot to an industrial AGV is suggested by
D’Souza [20] who propose a Graphical User Interface (GUI) to command and manage the
whole system performance. The designed GUI communicates through a wi-fi connection
with an Arduino board which dispatches specific commands towards the AGV and manip-
ulator using an interface based on I/0O digital signals. When the AGV is moving, the cobot
is always in a safe position, therefore the Arduino board does not send moving commands
to it. In the same way, only when the AGV is stopped, the cobot is allowed to move. In this
scenario, an explicit coordination in the form of an Arduino board is used as a general
solution that is independents of the particular type of robot or base used.
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Figure 5. Methods for decision-making control and levels of synchronization for components of
mobile manipulators. Adapted from [29].

2.4. Contribution of the Present Paper

The state of art highlights that mobile manipulators are currently being examined
by research laboratories trying to face control aspects and connected safety issues. Al-
though some built-in solutions of mobile manipulators already exist on the market, indus-
trial applications remain uncommon due to the lack of reference standards and experience-
based knowledge. Finally, there are few integrated solutions and no specific or reference
point allowing the safe integration of mobile robot and cobot (already owned by company).
In this regard, the goal of greater flexibility should be pursued.

The paper aims to address the lack of flexibility by proposing a preliminary design
of a mechatronic interface that could allow the integration of different cobots and mobile
robots. The flexibility lies in the possibility of coupling cobots and mobile robots taken
from a representative group only by changing the size of some constituent elements of
the interface. The interface presupposes a base synchronization level and an independent
decision-making control of both coupled systems. In this way there is no need to deeply
access the built-in control of both involved systems if a company wishes to couple two
of its own. At the same time the degree of rotation allows to (i) preliminary pose the
cobot before its planned task and (ii) assure a safe response to an accidental contact both
when the mobile robot is moving and when not, as an additional safety measure. MBSE
principles and the RFLP approach (see Section 3) guided the preliminary design of the
mechatronic interface.

3. Materials and Methods
3.1. Systems Engineering and Model-Based Systems Engineering

According to the INCONSE (International Council On Systems Engineering) [30],
Systems Engineering enables the successful realization, use, and retirement of engineered
systems, using systems principles and concepts, and scientific, technological, and manage-
ment methods. Indeed, it can guide the engineering process in order to meet the needs
of all the actors involved in the project (stakeholders, project management and expert
engineers) [31]. MBSE derives from SE, in the sense that it can be considered a paradigm
shift from document-based systems engineering into a model-based one. MBSE is about
elevating models in the engineering process to a central and governing role in the speci-
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fication, design, integration, validation, and operation of a system [32]. MBSE is widely
adopted in mechatronic engineering because it well manages complexity, maintain consis-
tency, and ensures requirement traceability during a complex and multidisciplinary system
development [33].

3.2. V-Model and RFLP Approach

Systems Engineering consists of a technical process that follows two main stages,
(i) decomposition and (ii) integration. The designing process starts with a not well-specified
set of objectives and a few concepts, often very complex. Such a system is broken down
into smaller parts even further, until they are simple enough to be engineered. On the
second stage, when all the components are designed and built, they are integrated until
obtaining a system that satisfies the original purpose.

A methodology based on the above-mentioned principles, suitable for the design
of mechatronic systems, is known as V-model [34] due to its graphical representation
(Figure 6).

E ASSURANCE OF PROPERTIES

DOMAIN SPECIFIC DESIGN

(mechanical, electrical, software)

Figure 6. V-model and RFLP approach.

The descending branch of the V-model consists of a top-down process for system
design. The input are customer’s needs translated into system requirements while the
output is a cross-domain solution concept of the system. Requirements lead the system
specification through a decomposition process into subsystems. The horizontal part con-
tains three specific-domain design processes: (i) mechanical, (ii) electrical, and (iii) software.
The ascending branch presents a bottom-up approach where the subsystems are developed
and integrated into the whole system. Finally, the verification is guaranteed by the compar-
ison of the ascendant path on the right (integration) and the corresponding elements on the
left (requirements).

Pointing the attention to the descending branch of the V-model, it can be divided
into four main steps named Requirement, Functional, Logical and Physical. The RFLP
approach summarizes the purpose of the SE. The requirements definition puts together the
needs of the stakeholders, project managers, and engineering team. The functional step
defines the functional architecture of the system accordingly with system requirements. The
logical architecture of the system is presented in the logical step where all the connections
among the domains and the parts are made explicit. Finally, in the physical step the
components are selected to ensure the correct functionality of the system. Modeling and
model analysis come to the aid of all the steps of the presented approaches. In the current
paper Matlab environment is used to model and simulate the system. In particular, “Matlab-
Simulink” and its related add-ons for the MBSE (like “Simulink Requirements” and “System
Composer”) are used as a modeling tool. A particular mention could be given to “Simscape”
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which is a Simulink extension that offers the possibility to model multi-domain systems,
such as mechatronic systems [35].

3.3. Black Box and White Box Analysis

In this paper, an SysML-based approach developed at Supméca of Paris [36] is adopted.
The method is strictly related to the RFLP approach. Indeed, it leads the designer along with
the identification of the requirements and the allocation of them to physical components.
At the first stage, named “Black Box Analysis” (BBA), the system is seen as a black box and
it is analysed following a top-down approach to develop a comprehensive and consistent
set of requirements. Nothing about the internal architecture is known, but only the purpose,
named “global mission”, and the interactions with the external environment. At the second
stage, named “White Box Analysis” (WBA), the internal architecture is progressively
developed and the requirements are allocated to the components of the system. In this
way, the V-model results coherent with the RFLP approach since the BBA corresponds
to the Requirements phase, while the WBA corresponds to the Functional, Logical, and
Physical phases (see Figure 7).

Black Box Analysis

GlObal MlSS|On _ (external point of view

on the system)

White Box Analysis E
_—_—

ReqUIrementS _ (internal point of view

on the system)

Figure 7. BBA and WBA linked to the RFLP approach.

4. System-Level Design

The present paper proposes the preliminary design of a mechatronic interface that
allows a flexible and safe integration between different cobots and mobile robots. Thus,
flexibility and safety can be intended as two main stakeholders’ needs leading the design
process. The interface should allow the integration of the identified sample of cobot
and mobile robots. Furthermore, by virtue to the safety aspect and the lack of reference
standards, the desired integration cannot be achieved through an interface that ensures
only the mechanical coupling between cobots and mobile robots.

4.1. Requirement Definition

According to the MBSE and RFLP approach, the design of the interface started from the
requirements definition. Building a complete and consistent set of requirements is a crucial
step in system designing. In fact, a bad specification of them, can lead to significant costs,
schedule overruns, and insufficient quality of the system. Therefore, the requirements defi-
nition for the proposed mechatronic solution was performed using the Black-Box analysis.

The system was considered a black box, leaving out its internal structure. It was
analysed from an external point of view, adopting a top-down approach and leveraging
SysML diagrams to define progressively a consistent set of requirements [36].

The “global mission” fixes the main purpose of the system and must be defined as one
or more requirements. Usually, it is expressed as a textual definition. According to the final
goal of the present paper, the main requirement has been issued as follow:

“The system must allow the integration between cobots and mobile robots belonging to
the identified systems set, by improving safety and minimizing cost, height and energy
consumption”.
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Several sub-requirements were derived from the main requirement and hierarchically

organized. A SysML requirements diagram (Figure 8) was reported to highlight the

relationship between the main requirement and its sub-requirements.
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Fixed to mobile robot
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Text = "The system shall have a part

Text = "The system shall have a part
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ID = "REQ002.REQQOO5"

Text = "The system shall be actuated"
ID = "REQO002.REQO06E"
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%
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Relative motion
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ID = "REQ001.REQQO07"

ID = "REQ002"

Text = "The system shall allow the relative motion of
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improving safety and minimizing cost, height and energy consumption"
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minimum height"
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Text = "The system shall be safe for human
operator"
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"9

q} B
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<<requirement>>
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Text = "The system shall

Text = "The system shall
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Figure 8. Initial requirements related to the “Global mission” of the interface.

The definition of the life cycle led to the identification of aspects related to all the life

phases of the system: designing, prototyping, manufacturing, assembly, maintenance, and
dismissing. A set of corresponding requirements was captured.

Modeling the system context and the external entities, which interact with the system,

was a fundamental step. The following external actors were identified:

Power source: it gives power to the system;

Environment: dust and dirt always present in every environment;

Cobot: it is physically connected to the system and it exerts its weight on it;

Mobile Robot: the system is mounted on it and it provides for the handling of the
system;

External device: it is the device used to allow communication with the system. It
exchanges data about cobot and mobile robot required motion with the system.
Human operator: he operates in the same workspace of the system or its sub-systems.

Figure 9 shows the system context and represents the external actors and how they

interact with the mechatronic interface.

Then, the system was analyzed focusing on its outward behavior. The system usage

during the operating phase was detailed and described using the State Machine Diagram
in Figure 10.

The modeling of the external behavior of the system was deepened by identifying the

actors the system interacts with for each service.

The services provided by the system were identified focusing on each user operating

mode. The following services were identified:

Data acquisition and elaboration: the external device sends data while the cobot
receives data.

Motion: the power source powers the system to allow the motion of the cobot;
Safety stop: if collision occurs, the system stops and an alert is sent to a human operator.
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Figure 9. System context and external entities.

Power on

Sending data

Collision
detected

Data acquisition and Safety stop

elaboration

Command signal

Motion

Power off

@/\< Power off

Figure 10. State machine diagram representing user operating modes.

Requirements were derived from the information coming from each step. The list of
the identified requirements and sub-requirements has been used as baseline for the next
phases (i.e., Functional, Logical, and Physical phases). The complete set of requirements is
listed in Table 1:
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Table 1. System level requirements.

ID

Requirement

1

The system shall allow the integration between cobots and mobile robots belonging to tar-
get groups, by improving safety and minimizing cost, height, and energy consumption.

1.1

The system shall allow the relative motion of cobot with respect to mobile robot around
a vertical axis.

1.1.1

The system shall have a part rigidly fixed to mobile robot

1.1.2

The system shall have a part rigidly fixed to cobot

1.1.3

The system shall be actuated

1.2

The system shall adapt to cobot and mobile robot.

121

The system shall have dimensions compatible with cobot and mobile robot.

1.2.2

The system shall hold the weight of cobot.

1.3

The system shall be safe for human operators.

131

The system shall recognize possible collision with a human operator.

1.3.1.1

The system shall alert the human operator in case of a possible collision.

1.3.1.2

The system shall slow down or stop in case of possible collision

1.3.2

The system shall determine limited impact force with human operator

The system shall have a minimum cost.

The system shall have a minimum height.

=l e e
|G|

The system shall work with energy-saving.

The system shall be maintainable.

The system shall be easily assembled and disassembled fulfilling ergonomic constraints.

The system shall be protected from dust and dirt.

he system shall ensure a high accuracy in the cobot motion.

The system shall have a minimum weight.

The system shall operate autonomously.

The system shall be powered by a mobile robot battery.

The system shall receive data about the requested task and send data about its status.

OO @[N] W]|N
—_

The system shall receive information when the mobile robot reached its position.

The system shall receive information about the required cobot rotation.

o |0
W (N

The system shall send data to cobot when the rotation is completed.

4.2. Functional and Logical Architecture Definition

The system was analyzed from an internal point of view to define progressively its
architecture. The main functions of the system were established starting from the set of
the functional requirements previously defined. Each function must meet one or more
requirements. The identified functions are

1. Data acquisition and elaboration: the system acquires and elaborates data coming
from the external interfaces to give the command signal to move or stop.

2. Measurement: in this phase, data about motion, such as position and speed, are
collected and sent as feedback. Data are also relative to the power consumption of the
electric motor.

W

Motion: it is a rotation around its own axis that starts when a signal commands motion.

4.  Safety stop: this activity takes place when an impact occurs. In this case, an alert is
sent to the human operator.
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Based on the identified functions, the system is defined in terms of logical components.
Each function is entrusted to a logical component belonging to a general technological class
(e.g., motors, controllers, sensors) but not yet fully defined. This process is called “Logical
breakdown and allocation”; the results arising from it are summarized in Table 2.

Table 2. Logical breakdown and allocation.

Activity Logical Components

Description

Data acquisition and .
cquisttio Microcontroller board

A microcontroller is needed to receive and
send data. The microcontroller board should

elaboration . .
allow a wireless connection.
A collision can be detected by measuring the
Current sensor :
current absorbed by the electric motor.
Measurement . Position and speed measurements are
Position and speed : . .
required to ensure accuracy in the interface
sensor e
positioning.
Base It is the part fixed to AGV.
. It is the part that rotates with respect to the
Rotat latf g .
otating patiorm base. The cobot is fixed on it.
Motion . It is the actuation system used to allow
Electric motor . N
motion. A motor driver is also needed.
Gearbox Itis needeq to adapt torque or angular speed
to the required ones.
When a collision occurs, a visual or sound
Safety stop Alert device alert must be sent to the human operator by

an appropriate device

Then, logical components interaction resulting in the logical architecture of the system

was defined (Figure 11).

Microcontroller Board

External Devicelp—(p Data Alert Signal P>
Power Sourcep

P Position and Speed Signal Command Signal >

P Current Signal Cobot Signal > @ Cobot

Position and Speed Sensor

< Position and Speed Signal Position and Speed <

Current Sensor

< Current Signal Current 4

Alert Sensor

Electric Motor

B> Alert Signal Alert B }—dHuman Operator
Gearbox
b Electric Energy ME B > ME Regulated ME B>

P Command Slgnal Current P>

Rotating platform

Regulated ME <
< Position and Speed
Mech Constraint <

Base

Mech Constraint p

Figure 11. Logical architecture modeled using System Composer.

At this point, the most suitable physical components have to be allocated to define the
physical architecture of the whole system. Consistency must be guaranteed by associating
the physical components with the related logical ones. However, physical components of
the interface have been designed and selected after the simulation of the system.
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5. Detailed System Design
5.1. Preliminary Remarks on Safety Aspects

As claimed in Section 4.1, the requirement 1.1 states that the system should allow
the relative motion of cobot with respect to the mobile robot around a vertical axis. This
relative motion was mainly designed to give an additional safety measure to the integrated
system, as also stated by the global mission.

Since the interface can be considered as a second base-joint for the cobot, standards
related to the cobot motion could be applied to regulate the rotational speed of that
interface as well. Standards establish thresholds for the speed of all the joints of the cobot
to ensure a harmless contact with the human body [16]. However, operating scenarios
of the mechatronic interface must be also clarified to define its motion law. Specifically,
the configuration assumed by the cobot during these scenarios has to be decided. Finally,
the role of the interface in the decision-making process is another key point of its design
and it strictly depends on the synchronization level and the way the whole system makes
safety decisions.

It is important to highlight that this work does not attempt to illustrate how to access
to the separate controllers of mobile robot and cobot to implement a time or a spatial
synchronization of their motion. Therefore, it is assumed that a base level of motion
synchronization (see Figure 5 in Section 2) is implemented. It implies that no simultaneous
motion of cobot and mobile robot is allowed. The interface acts to pose the cobot in the
correct position before it carries out the scheduled tasks once the mobile robot achieved the
desired position. This condition assures the discontinuity between the cobot and mobile
robot. The cobot’s reference framework results are located on the interface, to make it
independent from the mobile robot. On another hand, the independence of the system
is still assured, in accordance with the level of synchronization of the systems adopted.
Furthermore, if necessary, the interface might act in case of the unexpected reaction of the
inherent safety circuits of both system elements to improve the safety of the whole system.

5.2. Speed and Torque Features Setting

According to the technical specification ISO TS 15066 [16], collaborative robots are
designed to adequately reduce risks to an operator depending on the type of collaborative
operations in which both are involved. In the current paper, the Power and Force Limiting
(PFL) is stated as the collaborative operation type for autonomous mobile cobots. This
means that physical contact between the cobot and an operator can occur either intentionally
or unintentionally. Technical specification annexes establish thresholds for the cobot joints
speed to ensure that contact with the human body cannot be harmful. The same references
are adopted in the current paper to assign a safety speed value to the interface.

Speed thresholds laid down by ISO TS 15066 are based on a simple two-body model.
In the model, the effective mass of the robot is moving to come in fully inelastic contact
with the effective mass of the human body region at a relative velocity, v,,;. The effective
mass of the robot, m1,, can be estimated as a function of the total mass of the moving parts
of the robot, M, and the effective payload, m;, calculated as in (1). The effective mass of
twenty-nine body regions, my, is set out in Table A.3 of the ISO TS 15066 [16].

M
my = > + m;. @)

The maximum speed of the interface is assumed as the maximum admissible value of
relative speed, v 0y, between human and robot; it is computed as follow:

Fax (2)
mredk

Orel,max =
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It depends on the maximum contact force, Fy.x, and the stiffness, k, for specific body
region, both provided in [16], and on the reduced mass of the human body and the robot,

M,.4, calculated as in (3):
Mypq = ! + 1y (©)]
red — m, | my :

To reduce the possibility of contact during the mobile manipulator operation, it is
recommended to set at the stowed position of the cobot the configuration with minimum
bounding-box, i.e., the configuration characterized by the minimum height and the mini-
mum outreach (Figure 12).

Figure 12. Stowed position for the collaborative robot UR10.

Due to this stowed configuration, the system is more stable during motion and the
most hazardous contact, which involves skull or face, is avoided in case of human standing
upright. In fact, considering the highest mobile robot of the representative group and
assuming a first approximate height of 100 mm for the interface, the total height of the
system is lower than the level of human head whatever the selected cobots [37]. The
possible regions of contact between the system and the human body have been found by
considering the human average height (1 = 1712 mm) and the typical ratios of human
body [37].

The maximum allowed speed for the interface has been calculated for each of the
possible human body’s regions of contact (Table 3).

Table 3. Maximum admissible velocities according to the ISO/TS 15066:2016.

Maximum Stiffness Effective Reduced Maximum
Body Region Force Mass Mass Speed

FEnax, [N] k, IN/mm] my, [kg] Myed, [kg] Umax, [m/s]
Skull and forehead 130 150 44 3.91 0.17
Face 65 75 44 3.91 0.12
Lower legs 260 60 75 24.10 0.216
Thighs and knees 440 50 75 24.10 0.401
Chest 280 25 40 18.81 0.408
Abdomen 220 10 40 18.81 0.408
Pelvis 360 25 40 18.81 0.507
Upper arms 300 30 3 2.77 1.041
Lower arms 320 40 2 1.89 1.163

Hands 280 75 0.6 0.59 1.331
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Even if the total height of the system is lower than the level of human head, there is
no chance to guarantee and control the posture of human at the contact time; therefore,
skull and face value are also considered because human could kneel or bend his head
down. Consequently, as worst case for the contact assessment, the cobot with the maximum
effective mass m, of 35.5 kg is selected (see Section 2). Selected values for the maximum
allowed force refers to the transient contact, also referred to as “dynamic impact” [16].

To stay safe, the adopted speed limit value is the one related to the contact with
face that is the minimum maximum speed that comes from the contact force assessment
(Table 3).

Finally, as speed profile, a trapezoidal law, divided into three equal distributed, is
chosen to reduce the maximum power required for the actuation [38].

Once motion requirements are fixed, it can be computed the maximum driving torque
using Equation (4).

2
- (mh FIM+ ml). @

All cobot have been approximated by an equivalent cylindrical body characterized
by the own mass and a radius equal to the maximum radial distance of the cobot from the
axis, (R) (Figure 13).

T

Figure 13. Equivalent inertia for the cobot stowed position.

The payload is assumed as a point mass at a distance (R) from the axis. This is a conser-
vative approximation due to an overestimation of the inertia as well as the required torque.

The target position 8 depends on the target angle that the interface has to reach. It is
assumed as maximum displacement 6 = 180°. Furthermore, power losses due to bearing
friction need to be taken into account for the torque computation. The bearing frictional
torque can be computed as follows [39]:

Ty = 0.5uFd ®)

where y is the friction coefficient related to the bearing; d is the bearing bore diameter; F is
equivalent to dynamic load, given by the combination of the cobot weight and payload,
multiplied by the gravity acceleration. By adding the friction torque (5) to the maximum
driving torque (4), the total torque required to move each of the selected cobot is computed.
As an example, eight possible combinations of DC motors and suitable gearboxes from
Maxon [40] have been chosen (Figure 14) to cover the whole range of computed torque
values covering more than forty selected cobot (Figure 15).
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Combination Motor Nominal torque | Power = Max speed | Gearbox | Reduction ratio | Efficiency = Output torque
[mNm] [W] [rpm] [N*mm]
A Dc-max 22 10.4 5 9000 GPX 26 111 75% 870
B Dc-max 22 11.8 8 9000 GPX 26 103 75% 910
C Dc-max 22 11.8 8 9000 GPX 26 111 75% 980
D Dcx-22 13.6 55 7160 GPX 26 103 75% 1050
E Dcx-22 13.6 55 7160 GPX 26 111 75% 1130
F Dc-max 22 104 5 9000 GPX 26 150 75% 1170
G Dcx-22 153 14 18000 GPX 26 111 75% 1270
H Dc-max 22 11.8 8 9000 GPX 26 150 75% 1330
Figure 14. Combinations of motor and gearbox.
Company Cobotname Payload Reach Weight Idealtorque Friction torque Total Torque Combination
Universal Robot UR3 3kg | 500 mm [11.00kg| 798.55 N*mm | 61.80 N*mm | 860.35 N*mm
Ufactory xArm 5 Lite | 3kg | 700mm |11.20 kg| 799.50N*mm | 62.69 N*mm | 862.19 N*mm A
Jaka Zu3 3kg 626 mm |12.00 kg| 803.33N*mm | 66.22 N*mm | 869.55 N*mm
Hanwh. HCR-3 3kg | 630 mm [13.00kg| 808.11N*mm | 70.63N*mm | 878.74 N*mm
Elite robot EC63 3kg | 624 mm [13.00kg| 808.11N*mm | 70.63N*mm | 878.74 N*mm
Ufactory XArm 7. 3.5kg | 700mm |13.70 kg| 816.24 N*mm | 75.93 N*mm | 892.17 N*mm
Rozum Pulse 90 4kg | 900 mm |13.60 kg| 820.54 N*mm | 77.70 N*mm | 898.24 N*mm B
Ufactory XArm 6 Skg | 700 mm |12.20kg| 823.41N*mm | 75.93N*mm | 899.34 N*mm
Aubo i3 3kg | 625mm |15.50 kg| 820.06 N*mm | 81.67 N*mm | 901.73 N*mm
Elephant robotics P3 3kg | 550 mm |17.00kg| 827.24 N*mm | 88.29 N*mm | 915.53 N*mm
Rozum Pulse 75 6kg | 750 mm [12.60 kg| 834.89 N*mm | 82.11N*mm | 917.00 N*mm
Elephant robotics Cc3 3kg | 600 mm [18.00 kg| 832.02 N*mm | 92.70N*mm | 924.72 N*mm
Rethink robotics Sawyer 4kg |1260 mm|19.00 kg| 846.36 N*mm | 101.53 N*mm | 947.90 N*mm c
Universal Robot URS Skg | 850 mm |18.40 kg| 853.06 N*mm | 103.30 N*mm | 956.36 N*mm
Elite robot EC66 6kg | 914 mm [17.50 kg| 858.32 N*mm | 103.74 N*mm | 962.06 N*mm
Hanwha HCR-5 Skg 915 mm | 21.00 865.49 N*mm | 114.78 N*mm | 980.27 N*mm
Omron TMS5-900 4kg | 900 mm |22.60kg| 863.58 N*mm | 117.43 N*mm | 981.00 N*mm
Productive robotics | 087 Skg |1000 mm|22.00 kg| 870.27 N*mm | 119.19 N*mm | 989.46 N*mm
Elephant robotics ES Skg | 810 mm |23.00 kg| 875.05 N*mm | 123.61 N*mm | 998.66 N*mm
Omron TM5-700 6kg | 700 mm |22.10 kg| 880.31 N*mm | 124.05 N*mm | 1004.36 N*mm
Aubo i5 Skg | 924 mm [24.00kg| 879.84 N*mm | 128.02 N*mm | 1007.86 N*mm D
Elephant robotics P5 Skg | 850 mm |24.50 kg| 882.23 N*mm | 130.23 N*mm | 1012.45 N*mm
Kassow robots KR 1205 Skg |1200 mm|25.00 kg| 884.62 N*mm | 132.44 N*mm | 1017.05 N*mm
Jaka 2u? 7kg | 819 mm |22.00 kg| 889.40 N*mm | 128.02 N*mm [1017.42 N*mm
Doosan M0609 6kg | 900 mm [27.00 kg| 903.74 N*mm | 145.68 N*mm | 1049.42 N*mm
Kassow robots KR 810 10kg | 850 mm [24.00 kg| 927.65 N*mm | 150.09 N*mm | 1077.75 N*mm
Yuanda Yuanda robot| 7kg |1000 mm|29.00 kg| 922.87 N*mm | 158.92 N*mm | 1081.79 N*mm
Aubo i7 7kg |1150 mm|32.00 kg| 937.22 N*mm | 172.17 N*mm | 1109.38 N*mm E
Doosan M0617 6kg |1700 mm|34.00 kg| 937.22 N*mm | 176.58 N*mm | 1113.80 N*mm
Universal Robot UR10 10 kg (1300 mm|28.90 kg| 951.08 N*mm | 171.72 N*mm | 1122.81 N*mm
Kassow robots KR 1805 Skg |1800 mm|38.00 kg| 946.78 N*mm | 189.82 N*mm | 1136.60 N*mm E
Doosan M1013 10 kg 1300 mm|33.00 kg| 970.69 N*mm | 189.82 N*mm | 1160.51 N*mm
Elite robot EC612 12 kg [1304 mm|31.00 kg| 980.25 N*mm | 189.82 N*mm | 1170.08 N*mm
Kassow robots KR 1410 10 kg 1400 mm|35.00 kg| 980.25 N*mm | 198.65 N*mm | 1178.90 N*mm
Omron TM12 12 kg 1300 mm|33.30 kg| 991.25 N*mm | 199.98 N*mm | 1191.23 N*mm
Aubo i10 10 kg {1350 mm[37.00 kg| 989.81 N*mm | 207.48 N*mm | 1187.30 N*mm G
Omron T™M14 14 kg (1100 mm|32.60 kg| 1007.03 N*mm| 205.72 N*mm | 1212.74 N*mm
Fanuc CRX-10iA 10kg 1249 mm|39.00 kg| 999.38 N*mm | 216.31 N*mm | 1215.69 N*mm
Doosan M1509 15 kg | 900 mm |32.00 kg| 1013.72 N*mm| 207.48 N*mm | 1221.21 N*mm
Universal Robot UR16 16 kg | 900 mm |33.10 kg| 1028.55 N*mm | 216.75 N*mm | 1245.30 N*mm
Jaka u18 18 kg | 1073 mm|35.00 kg| 1056.76 N*mm| 233.97 N*mm | 1290.73 N*mm H

Figure 15. Total torque includes the bearing frictional torque.

Eight possible combination (DC

motor-gearbox) have been identified to meet the required torque for over 40 cobot models.

6. System Modelling and Simulation
The system is composed of four sub-systems:

*  “Microcontroller board”—it is the part that allows the control of the system;
*  “Electrical motor”—it is the part that provides motion to the system;
*  “Gearbox”—it is the part that adapts the torque to the needed one;

*  “Mechanical system”—it is the part that represents the mechanical interface.
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Figure 16 shows the system model which has to be customized according to the mobile
robot and cobot combined.

Microcontroller board Electric motor

Target

Angular position  theta

Angular velocity

Mechanical system Gearhox

Angular velocity Mechanical power out Mechanical power out  Mechanical power in

¢

Figure 16. Simscape model of the mechatronic interface.

The main task of “microcontroller board” subsystem is to receive data about the
required motion of the interface and to send a command signal to the electric motor to start
the motion (Figure 17). A PID controller has been chosen as it is one of the most spread
controllers in the industrial world. The speed trapezoidal law represents the target input
to the PID block while the current angular speed comes from the mechanical subsystem.
Moreover, the subsystem detects collision through current measurement. If the detected
current is greater than the nominal one, the output of the switch block is set to true and a
safety stop is ensured as a command signal instead of the required speed.

Collision detection
Current
>10
Memory
Constant Switch
E'H;E\ Command signal
Target Sum > C
C—p [ PIDGS) - S
PID Controller Angular velocity

@
Figure 17. Simscape modeling: Microcontroller board.

7

Two built-in blocks are used to model the “electric motor” (Figure 18a) and “gearbox”
subsystems (Figure 18b). A controlled voltage source is used to regulate the DC motor
whose signal comes from the PID controller. A current sensor allows the measurement of
current which is sent to the microcontroller board. The mechanical power coming from the
DC motor is the input of the planetary gearbox coupled to the motor. Parameters values of
both systems depend on the combination of motor and gearbox chosen derived in turn to
the selected mobile robot and cobot.
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Figure 18. Simscape modelling: (a) Electric motor. (b) Gearbox.

The mechanical system is represented not only by the interface, but also a mobile robot
and a cobot, added for a better understanding of the simulation (Figure 19).

Interface
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Figure 19. Simscape modeling: mechanical system with interface.

The interface receives the mechanical power from the gearbox while a sensor measures
the current angular speed to be sent to the microcontroller board. Inside the three physical
components, Simscape Multibody blocks allow importing CAD part files.

7. Results

The main result of the present paper is the concept designing of the mechatronic
interface driven by the RFLP approach. Figure 20 depicts the achieved results for each step
of the followed approach.

The Black Box Analysis was used at the first step (R) for defining the list of require-
ments of the mechatronic interface. Functional requirements guided the functional archi-
tecture definition of the system (step F) which in turn has allowed the logical components
identification and the logical architecture development (step L). A multi-domain model
(step P) was developed to analyze the dynamic behavior of the system. Model analysis
was performed by model simulation, result analysis, and requirement meeting assessment.
As stated by MBSE principles, verification and validation activities were continuously
performed during system integration process to assess the system requirement satisfaction.
It must be assured that the concept solution properties match with those wanted. Require-
ments traceability, as a way of allowing requirements validation, has been guaranteed
during the whole design process. Indeed, each model element is linked to a functional
requirement thus allowing its implementation (blue bars for requirement implementation
in Figure 20).
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Figure 20. RFLP approach and main results.

For the preliminary design of the interface, the flexibility and the safety are the two
main requirements. The flexibility is verified by the possibility to use the same interface
for different cobots and mobile robots, only choosing the more suitable combination of
DC Motor and gearbox (Figure 15). Safety requirements, such as 1.3, 1.3.1, 1.3.1.1, 1.3.1.2
and 1.3.2 (see Table 1) refers to the power and force limiting goal mentioned before. The
model simulation was performed to verify these first-level safety requirements (green bars
for requirement verification in Figure 20). In particular, the simulation of an unwanted
collision between human and cobot is reported and linked to the related requirement.
The positive outcome of the simulation allows the requirement verification. The simulation
was performed under the following assumption: (i) mobile robots and cobots are inherently
safe systems, (ii) base level implementation i.e., mobile robot and cobot don’t move simul-
taneously. Figure 21a) shows a collision example between human and cobot that generates
a contact force detected by the Collision detection sub-system. The simulation shows that the
safety stop starts when the undesired contact occurs, then the system turns back.

The contact force was measured by setting a stiffness of 75 N/mm in the block Spatial
contact force (see Figure 19) according to the value associated with the face. The contact force
does not exceed the value of 65 N, set as the threshold for the collision (see Figure 21b).

Contact Force
65N

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Time (seconds)

(a) (b)

Figure 21. Simscape simulation: (a) Simulation of the collision. (b) Contact force between cobot and
human body.
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Figure 22 shows the exploded view of the preliminary interface developed using the
MBSE approach. The interface has been developed by using a modular design according
to Figure 15. Characterized by 290 mm diameter, 83 mm height, and 7 kg total weight,
the interface can join manipulators with a footprint up to 230 mm and a total weight up
to 53 kg. Its collision detection feature allows one to keep the contact force below 65 N,
regardless of the mobile robot and cobot connected.
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Figure 22. Exploded view of the mechatronic interface: (1) Mounting plate; (2) Screws UNI 5931-
M3x5-8.8; (3) Motor bracket; (4) DC Motor-gearbox-encoder; (5) Screws DIN EN ISO 7045-M3x6-4.8;
(6) Bearing SKF 618/6; (7) Seeger circlip DIN 471 ¢8; (8) KHK LM 1.5-20 bevel gear ¢8; (9) Shaft;
(10) Bearing SKF 618/8; (11) Key UNI 6604-A 2x2x6; (12) Motor driver L298N; (13) Arduino MKR
1000; (textbf14) Buzzer KPEG-350; (15) KHK LM 1.5-20 bevel gear ¢6; ( 16) Base; (17) Bearing SKF
81136M; (18) Rotating platform; (19) Washer; (20) Nut M5 UNI 5588-65.

8. Conclusions

The combination of manipulators and mobile robots gives rise to new advantageous
systems for human-robot collaboration, which are the mobile manipulators. Unfortunately,
missing dedicated standards are one of the major obstacles for a broad spread of mobile
manipulators systems. Furthermore, there are no guidelines for suppliers who want to
combine a cobot from one manufacturer with a mobile robot from another manufacturer.
The present paper provides a broad overview of existing challenges about integration and
safety issues for mobile manipulators. American standards are currently trying to fill this
existing gap in the behavior of the combined system, focusing on how safety signals could
be exchanged between two controllers. Moreover, different solutions are provided in the
literature to deal with possible hazard situations involving mobile manipulators. However,
it is not certain that, at present, a mobile manipulator can actually guarantee that all safety
aspects are identified and addressed, precisely for the lack of dedicated standards. One
of the key points in collaborative robotic applications is that forces and pressures have to
keep below the admissible limits during human-robot contact. The present paper faces
the preliminary design of a mechatronic interface as the system enabling the Autonomous
Mobile Cobots obtained by the flexible and safe combination of an Autonomous Mobile
Robot with a Cobot. Flexible is intended as the possibility to combine a generic cobot with
a generic mobile robot without using dedicated branded solutions. Safe is considered
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the capacity to provide an additional safety measure beyond those provided for the two
coupled systems. The interface objective is to provide an additional and redundant safety
level by enabling power and force limiting both during cobot positioning and control
system faulting. The interface is provided with a rotational degree of freedom which aims
to guarantee the intended additional safety. Furthermore, it can be used for the coarse
positioning of the cobot before it begins the planned tasks. The degree of freedom could
not lead to missing the intended flexibility. For this reason, a wide set of commercial cobots
and mobile robots was analyzed to identify the representative features, for each system
pair, needed for the designing of the mechatronic interface. A brand-free integration is one
of the main contributions of the paper as it provides an alternative to the available AMMs
developed as embedded solutions.

The design of the mechatronic interface was performed by using SE and MBSE ap-
proaches following the descending branch of the V-model, according to the RFLP approach
as depicted in Figure 20. The requirement set was pulled out through the behavior and
structure modeling of the system, using SysML diagrams. The identified requirements
are about the motion capability, the adaptation to the combined systems, the safety per-
formances and finally, the total height, minimum weight, battery life, the capability to
communicate with both cobot and mobile robot. Starting from the system requirements
definition, functional and logical architectures, implemented by using Matlab System Com-
poser, allowed the system decomposition. The multi-domain model of the mechatronic
interface was developed within the Simscape environment by using multi-body objects.
Simulation results were used to assess the maximum human-robot impact force (according
to the maximum tolerable damage defined by ISO/TS 15066) and, therefore, the maximum
angular speed of the interface was defined. Safety results were used as a criterion for
refining the interface features.

The possibility of re-using owned robots differently from their native tasks may lead
companies to obtain economic benefits and to achieve sustainability goals. In contrast,
the absence of specific safety standards for AMCs may discourage the usage of an interface
as a third element to be programmed, leading companies to prefer tested solutions.

The proposed solution concept, as output of an MBSE process, could be a starting
point for anyone who wants to pursue this product idea. Furthermore, the MBSE approach
aims also to deal with complex systems. This doesn’t mean that the interface fits into this
set, but a detailed system design must continue considering the whole integrated system
and all the unexpected behavior of cobots and AMRs when combined together.

Future Works

Although the system design goals of flexibility and safety were accomplished, they
represent the result of a concept design anyway. There are still opportunities to improve
the presented solution.

In terms of flexibility, a deeply market survey will lead to selecting a greater number
of collaborative robots and mobile robots. This could lead to considering all the cobots and
mobile robots solutions that companies may possess.

The mechanical design received greater attention because of the need to propose a
flexible interface, with a rotational degree of freedom enabling a safety function. Instead,
control aspects have been purposefully analyzed at a macro level, using the assumption
of a base synchronization level for the two coupled systems. Future work must address
the domain-specific design of the interface and all the aspects concerning the software
and hardware integration must be analyzed. Indeed, there is the will to analyze higher
levels of control, also considering the possibility of simultaneous motion of cobots and
AMRs. The safe contact between human and robot is currently guaranteed by detecting
the impact force when contact occurs. Safety operation could be also increased by using
non-contact sensors for evaluating impact risk to detect collisions before they occur. These
types of sensors, such as visual systems, could lead to a higher level of safety and flexibility,
ensuring a proper collaboration despite higher system costs.
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