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Abstract: Wet joints are widely used in precast steel–concrete composite bridges to accelerate the
construction of bridges, though a conventional wet joint usually has a poor ultimate shear capacity. To
improve the shear capacity of the wet joint, a concave square frustum-shaped wet joint was proposed,
and the failure modes and ultimate shear capacity were studied experimentally and numerically.
Specimens with concave square frustum-shaped and conventional wet joints (labeled as S-SWJ and
S-CWJ) were fabricated, and experiments were performed on them. The results showed that the
ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ was substantially enhanced compared to that of S-CWJ. To further
explore the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ, the failure modes and the influences of concrete strength
and shear key angle on the ultimate shear capacity were studied using a validated finite element
(FE) model. Based on the FE analysis, the guidelines for obtaining a wet joint with desirable shear
capacity are presented, which is useful for the design of wet joints with high ultimate shear capacity.

Keywords: precast steel–concrete composite bridges; wet joint; failure modes; ultimate shear capacity

1. Introduction

In recent years, many bridges have been constructed for the convenience of travel and
the alleviation of traffic jams, but the construction of bridges with conventional methods is
time-consuming and costly [1]. There is, therefore, an urgent need for accelerated bridge
construction techniques to reduce the cost and shorten the construction time. Precast bridge
panels are often adopted to accelerate the construction of a bridge, and joints are required
to connect the adjacent precast bridge panels. Therefore, the joints play a crucial role in
ensuring the integrity of the connected bridge panels, and they should have adequate
strength. However, in the process of operation, the bridge deck system faces the problem of
poor durability of the bridge panels, pavement, and steel deck [2]. Especially, the joints of
the bridge deck are prone to shear and durability damage due to the influence of vehicles;
thus, more attention should be paid to them.

In order to improve the ultimate shear capacity and durability of wet joints, three
approaches are mainly adopted: (1) grout the wet joints with suitable high performance
materials, (2) change the overlapping form of reinforcement at the wet joint, and (3) set
shear keys at wet joints. As a grouting material, ultra-high-performance concrete (UHPC)
has discontinuous void structure, which can reduce the entry of water molecules. It
has stronger durability than traditional concrete and is suitable for the wet joints of a
steel–concrete composite bridge [3]. Due to its outstanding mechanical performance, ultra-
high-performance fiber reinforced concrete (UHPFRC) is also used in wet joints to improve
the integrity of adjacent bridge panels [4–6]. Changing the overlapping form of steel bars
by using a headed bar can not only avoid welding but also improve the shear capacity and
durability of the wet joint [7–9]. For example, the mechanical performance of wet joints
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can be improved by using U-loop bars [10,11]. In general, the joints for connecting precast
bridge panels are categorized as wet joints and dry joints [12]. Dry joints such as shear keys
are widely used in concrete segmental bridges and precast concrete box girder bridges,
and they can improve the shear capacity [13–20]. Wet joints with shear pockets are also
adopted to connect the concrete panels and girders to increase the shear capacity of the
full-depth precast concrete bridge panels [21]. Since the wet joints of orthotropic bridge
deck are prone to concrete cracking, Pan et al. [22] designed five types of new wet joints
to improve the crack resistance of a precast composite deck system. Zhao et al. [23] and
Qi et al. [10] also employed dovetail-shaped wet joints to improve the shear capacity and
crack resistance of a steel–concrete composite bridge. Based on the comparative model
test, Deng et al. [24] proved that the crack resistance of a T-shaped joint is better than
that of an I-shaped joint in a steel–concrete composite bridge. The seismic performance of
steel–concrete composite bridges should be considered in bridge operation, especially for
multi-span precast steel–concrete composite bridges, which are very sensitive to earthquake
loading [25]. Thus, it is very important to improve the seismic performance of bridges. This
can be achieved by using a friction pendulum device (FPD) as an isolation system placed
between the deck and the top of the pier, which is proven as an effective and economical
seismic retrofit strategy [26–28].

Although UHPC can improve the mechanical properties of concrete at wet joints, the
curing conditions of UHPC are too harsh. Changing the overlapping form of reinforcement
at the wet joint will increase not only the steel consumption but also the construction
time. Moreover, existing shear keys in wet joints are simple in configuration and cannot
avoid stress concentration. Note that by properly choosing the shape of shear key in dry
joints, high shear capacity can be achieved [12,29], and stress concentration can also be
reduced [30]. Therefore, a shear key was also introduced in the wet joint in this study, and
a concave square frustum-shaped wet joint was proposed to improve the shear capacity of
wet joint, as well as reduce the stress concentration. The failure modes and ultimate shear
capacity of specimens with the concave square frustum-shaped wet joint were explored
through experiments and simulations. The remainder of this paper is organized as follows.
In Section 2, details of the fabrication and tests of the specimens with the concave square
frustum-shaped and conventional wet joints (labeled as S-SWJ and S-CWJ) are presented,
and the test results are compared and analyzed. Section 3 presents the finite element
modeling method and its validation. In Section 4, the failure modes and the influences of
concrete strength and shear key angle on the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ are explored.
The main conclusions are summarized in Section 5.

2. Experimental Program
2.1. Specimen Details

As illustrated in Figure 1, the specimen investigated in this study was part of the
precast panel of the steel–concrete composite bridge at the wet joint (Figure 1a). The
investigated specimen was composed of two precast bridge panels and one wet joint, as
shown in Figure 1b. For the specimen with the conventional wet joint (labeled as S-CWJ),
the conventional wet joint had a rectangular shape (Figure 1c), and the interface between
the precast bridge panel and wet joint was a flat surface. The specimen with the concave
square frustum-shaped wet joint (labeled as S-SWJ) was proposed to enhance the shear
capacity of the joint interface. It can be seen from Figure 1b that the proposed wet joint had
a concave square frustum shape, and the corresponding precast bridge panel had a convex
square frustum-shaped shear key.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagrams of (a) bridge panel with convex-shaped shear keys, (b) specimen with
the concave square frustum-shaped wet joint (S-SWJ) and (c) specimen with the conventional wet
joint (S-CWJ).

A comparative study was conducted between S-SWJ and S-CWJ to validate the supe-
riority of the concave square frustum-shaped wet joint. For comparison, S-SWJ and S-CWJ
were fabricated, and their fabrication process is shown in Figure 2. During fabrication,
the two precast bridge panels for each specimen were fabricated firstly, and then the con-
crete of the wet joint was poured. As shown in Figure 3a,b, all specimens had the same
overall dimension. Both S-SWJ and S-CWJ were designed as cuboids with dimensions of
250 × 250 × 1350 mm, the dimensions of each bridge panel were 250 × 250 × 600 mm,
and those of the wet joint were 250 × 250 × 150 mm. The detailed dimensions of the shear
key in S-SWJ are illustrated in Figure 3b. All specimens were reinforced by steel bars with
a diameter of 16 mm and length of 715 mm. A welding method was adopted to connect
the two adjacent steel bars within the region of wet joint, and the welding length (i.e., the
overlap length of two adjacent steel bars within the region of wet joint) was 80 mm.

Figure 2. Fabrication process of specimens: (a) formwork for shear key, (b) precast bridge panels for
S-SWJ, (c) axially aligned bridge panels for S-SWJ and S-CWJ, and (d) final specimens.
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Figure 3. Detailed dimensions (unit: mm) of (a) S-CWJ and (b) S-SWJ.

In addition, 12 concrete cubes were fabricated to obtain the basic mechanical properties
of concrete. Among them, six concrete cubes were fabricated along with the fabrication of
precast bridge panels, while the other six concrete cubes were fabricated along with the
fabrication of wet joints. In this study, the two kinds of concrete cubes are called precast
and cast-in-situ concrete cubes. The concrete consisted of ordinary Portland cement, gravel,
and river sand, and the mix proportion is tabulated in Table 1. Note that the same mix
proportion of concrete was adopted for the bridge panels, wet joints, and concrete cubes.

Table 1. Mix proportion of concrete.

Ordinary Portland Cement Gravel River Sand Water

450 kg/m3 1092 kg/m3 735 kg/m3 118 kg/m3

2.2. Compression and Splitting Tests of Concrete Cubes

The compression and splitting tests were conducted on concrete cubes according to
the standard GB/T 50081-2019 [31] to obtain the mechanical properties of concrete. For
both precast and cast-in-situ concrete cubes, three out of six concrete cubes were used to
perform compression tests, and the other three were used for splitting tests. All tests were
conducted on a universal testing machine, the force was recorded by the load cell of the
machine, and the average value of the test data was employed as the result. According to
the test data, the properties of precast and cast-in-situ concrete cubes are listed in Tables 2
and 3, respectively.

Table 2. Properties of precast concrete cubes.

Density ρc
Young’s

Modulus Ec
Poisson’s Ratio vc Tensile Strength σct Compressive Strength σcc

2500 kg/m3 25.8 GPa 0.2 1.64 MPa 19.21 MPa

Table 3. Properties of cast-in-situ concrete cubes.

Densityρc
Young’s

ModulusEc
Poisson’s Ratio vc Tensile Strength σct Compressive Strength σcc

2500 kg/m3 25.8 GPa 0.2 1.73 MPa 22.52 MPa

2.3. Tests of S-SWJ and S-CWJ

The tests on S-SWJ and S-CWJ were performed on a 1000 kN capacity servo-hydraulic
universal testing machine. As illustrated in Figure 4, to divide the concentrated load into
uniform loads, two steel bars with the dimensions of 10 × 10 × 250 mm were placed on the
top of the wet joint. Each steel bar was 25 mm away from the adjacent joint interface. Two
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steel blocks were placed to support the specimen. The dimensions of each support were
130 × 200 × 250 mm, and the distance between the support and the joint interface was
20 mm. The loading rate was 500 N/s, and all specimens were loaded until failure. During
testing, the force was recorded by the load cell of the testing machine. A displacement
sensor was placed at the middle position of the bottom surface of the wet joint to record
the displacement.

Figure 4. Schematic diagram of the test setup (unit: mm).

Figure 5a,b present the final failure modes of S-CWJ and S-SWJ, respectively. Cracks
and concrete spalling were observed for both S-SWJ and S-CWJ. It can be seen that the
cracks mainly occurred on the surface and near surface of the wet joint. Similarly, the
concrete spalling was concentrated at the concrete–concrete interfaces between the wet
joint and bridge panels for both S-SWJ and S-CWJ, and a large area of concrete spalling can
be clearly seen in the wet joint of S-CWJ. Moreover, the interface slip was also observed for
both S-SWJ and S-CWJ.

Figure 5. Failure modes of (a) S-CWJ and (b) S-SWJ.

Figure 6 shows the load–displacement curves of S-SWJ and S-CWJ. It can be seen
that the curve of S-SWJ rose linearly before the load reached 350 kN, then followed by a
nonlinear rise. When the load reached 520 kN, the curve began to decline nonlinearly, and
the maximum load value at this turning point was defined as the ultimate shear capacity.
The corresponding displacement was 0.22 mm. For S-CWJ, the curve initially displayed a
linear rise before the load reached 220 kN, at which point the displacement was 0.04 mm.
After that, the curve changed nonlinearly, and it rose and fell when the displacement was
in the range of 0.04 to 0.2 mm. When the displacement exceeded 0.2 mm, the curve rose
nonlinearly until the specimen failed, and the corresponding displacement was 0.25 mm.
The ultimate shear capacity of S-CWJ was 300.2 kN, which was 73.2% lower than that of
S-SWJ. This demonstrated that the ultimate shear capacity can be enhanced by using the
concave square frustum-shaped wet joint.
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Figure 6. Load–displacement curves of S-SWJ and S-CWJ.

3. Nonlinear FE Analysis
3.1. General Description

From Section 2.3, it can be seen that the concave square frustum-shaped wet joint has
superior shear capacity compared with the conventional wet joint. The finite element (FE)
software ABAQUS/Standard was employed to conduct the numerical simulation of S-SWJ
to further explore the shear capacity of the concave square frustum-shaped wet joint. A 3D
nonlinear FE model was adopted to accurately simulate the behavior of S-SWJ, and the
established FE method was verified by the experimental data.

As shown in Figure 7, a 3D FE model of S-SWJ was established, and the geometric
parameters of the FE model were kept the same as those in the test. The wet joint was sand-
wiched between two bridge panels, and the interaction between the wet joint and bridge
panels is described in detail in the following subsection. The steel bars as reinforcement
in specimen were embedded within the concrete using the embedded element technique
available in ABAQUS. The bottom surface of the supports was coupled to a reference point,
and the two supports were fixed by constraining all degrees of freedom of the reference
point. To make the two steel bars on the top of S-SWJ move downward, the upper surface
of the two steel bars was coupled with a reference point, and the load was applied on
the reference point. The supports were connected to the bridge panels by a tie constraint,
which was also defined between the two steel bars and the wet joint. Solid elements of
type C3D8R were employed to model the concrete, and truss elements of type T3D2 were
used to model the steel bars embedded in concrete. A mesh size of 25 mm was used for the
concrete and the reinforced steel bars to achieve accurate results and high computational
efficiency. The constitutive models for concrete and steel bars, and the concrete–concrete
interface (Figure 7) behavior are also important to obtain accurate results, and the details
are presented as follows.

Figure 7. Finite element (FE) model of S-SWJ.
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3.2. Constitutive Model of Concrete

In this study, the mechanical behavior of concrete was modeled using the concrete
damaged plasticity (CDP) constitutive model. This model is a continuum, plasticity-based,
damage model for concrete, and it is commonly used and adopted in ABAQUS. The CDP
model defines that the main two failure mechanisms of the concrete are tensile cracking
and compressive crushing [32]. Five parameters must be defined to simulate the plastic
behavior of concrete using the CDP model in ABAQUS: the dilation angle ψ, eccentricity ε,
the ratio of initial equibiaxial compressive yield stress to initial uniaxial compressive yield
stress fb0/ fc0, the ratio of the second stress invariant on the tensile meridian to that on the
compressive meridian K, and viscosity parameter µ. The values of these parameters are
listed in Table 4.

Table 4. Parameters for the concrete damaged plasticity (CDP) model in ABAQUS.

Parameter ψ ε fb0/fc0 K µ

Value 38◦ 0.1 1.16 0.67 0.001

The stress–strain relationships of concrete under uniaxial tension and compression are
required to simulate the tensile and compressive behavior of concrete in the CDP model.
In this study, the uniaxial tensile and compressive stress–strain relationships of concrete
were employed according to the standard GB50010-2010 [33], and the details are presented
in the following subsections.

3.2.1. Uniaxial Compressive Stress–Strain Curve

According to the standard GB50010-2010 [33], the stress–strain relationship of concrete
under uniaxial compression can be expressed as follows:

σ = (1 − dc)Ecε (1)

where σ and ε are the stress and strain of concrete, respectively; Ec is the Young’s modulus of
concrete; and dc is the damage evolution parameter of concrete under uniaxial compression,
and it can be calculated by:

dc =

{
1 − ρcn

n−1+xn , x ≤ 1
1 − ρc

αc(x−1)2+x
, x > 1 (2)

where the parameters, ρc, n, x and αc can be calculated as follows:

ρc =
fc,r

Ecεc,r
(3)

n =
Ecεc,r

Ecεc,r − fc,r
(4)

x =
ε

εc,r
(5)

εc,r =
(

700 + 172
√

fc

)
× 10−6 (6)

αc = 0.157 f 0.785
c − 0.905 (7)

where fc,r is the standard value of concrete uniaxial compressive strength, εc,r is the peak
compressive strain corresponding to fc,r, and fc is the design value of concrete uniaxial
compressive strength.
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3.2.2. Uniaxial Tensile Stress–Strain Curve

The uniaxial tensile stress–strain relationship of concrete can be expressed as [33]:

σ = (1 − dt)Ecε (8)

where dt is the damage evolution parameter of concrete under uniaxial tension, and it can
be calculated by:

dt =

{
1 − ρt

(
1.2 − 0.2x5), x ≤ 1

1 − ρt

αt(x−1)1.7+x
, x > 1 (9)

where the parameters ρt, x and αt can be calculated as follows:

ρt =
ft,r

Ecεt,r
(10)

x =
ε

εt,r
(11)

εt,r = 65 f 0.54
t,r × 10−6 (12)

αt = 0.312 f 2
t,r (13)

where ft,r is the standard value of concrete uniaxial tensile strength, and εt,r is the peak
tensile strain corresponding to ft,r.

3.3. Constitutive Model of Steel Bars

An elastic–perfectly plastic constitutive model was employed for the steel bars. The
mechanical properties of steel bars are listed in Table 5.

Table 5. Properties of steel bars.

Density ρs Young’s Modulus Es Poisson’s Ratio vs Yield Strength σys

7900 kg/m3 206 GPa 0.3 400 MPa

3.4. Concrete–Concrete Interface Behavior

During fabrication, the concrete of the wet joint was poured after the precast bridge
panel was placed. Therefore, the concrete of bridge panels and wet joint was not a whole,
and the interface interaction between them should be considered in the FE model. In
ABAQUS, there are two available ways to define the interface behavior. One method is
to use cohesive elements, and the other is to use surface-based cohesive behavior. The
interface thickness effect can be incorporated by using cohesive elements, while the surface-
based cohesive behavior is mainly for the situation where the interface thickness is zero or
negligibly small [32]. In this study, the thickness of the interface between the precast bridge
panel and the wet joint is zero; thus, the surface-based cohesive behavior was employed to
model the concrete–concrete interface behavior.

3.5. Validation of FE Model

In order to verify the developed FE model, the ultimate shear capacity obtained
from simulations was compared with the experimental data in Section 2.3. As shown in
Figure 8, the numerical and experimental ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ was 519.3 and
520 kN, respectively, and the difference between them was less than 1%. In addition, a
simulation of S-CWJ was also conducted by using the same FE modeling method. The
numerical result shows that the ultimate shear capacity of S-CWJ was 270.7 kN, and the
corresponding experimental result was 300.2 kN; thus, the difference is 9.8%. It can be
seen that the ultimate shear capacity obtained from the simulations has a good agreement
with experimental results. Therefore, the present FE modeling method was validated as
accurate and effective, and the same modeling method was used in the rest of this study.
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Figure 8. Comparison between numerical and experimental results for both S-CWJ and S-SWJ.

4. Results and Discussion

According to the experimental results, the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ is sig-
nificantly enhanced compared to that of S-CWJ. The failure modes were examined to
further explore the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ, and the influences of concrete strength
and shear key angle on the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ were investigated using the
numerical method.

4.1. Failure Modes

In ABAQUS, the damage variable DAMAGET represents the degradation of the elastic
tensile stiffness [32]. Its value can be changed from zero to one. The material is undamaged
when the value of the damage variable equals zero, while the material undergoes a total
loss of strength when the value equals one. Therefore, the damage variable DAMAGET is
a quantity associated with the failure of the material, and the contour plot of this damage
variable can be used to characterize the failure of S-SWJ.

Figure 9a,b, respectively, show the distribution of damage for S-SWJ and S-CWJ when
the concrete–concrete interface debonds. It can be seen that only a little damage could
be observed at this moment, and the damage was mainly concentrated near the concrete–
concrete interface. This phenomenon is in accordance with the observation in tests. As the
compression continued, more damage occurred and finally led to the failure of specimens,
as shown in Figure 10. At this point, the load reached the maximum (corresponding to
a shear failure in the connection area [34]), and the damage of S-SWJ (Figure 10a) was
more serious than that of S-CWJ (Figure 10c). The more serious damage of S-SWJ is mainly
due to the maximum load of S-SWJ being much larger than that of S-CWJ, as presented in
Section 3.5. By examining the contour plots of the bridge panel end at the concrete–concrete
interface, it can be seen that the bridge panel end of S-CWJ has a more concentrated damage
distribution compared to the bridge panel end of S-SWJ, as shown in Figure 10b,d. This
indicates that the stress concentration at the bridge panel end can be reduced by using
concave square frustum-shaped wet joint.

Figure 9. Contour plots of damage for (a) S-SWJ and (b) S-CWJ when the concrete–concrete interface
of the specimen debonds.
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Figure 10. Contour plots of damage for (a) S-SWJ and (b) its bridge panel end and (c) S-CWJ and (d)
its bridge panel end when the specimen reaches the maximum load.

4.2. Influence of Concrete Strength

Numerical simulations of S-SWJ with different concrete strengths were performed to
explore the influence of concrete strength on its shear capacity. In the simulations, the
concrete strength ranged from 25 to 55 MPa, with an interval of 5 MPa. The other material
properties and geometric parameters of S-SWJ were kept the same as those used in Section 3.

Figure 11 shows the load–displacement curves of S-SWJ with different concrete
strengths. It can be seen that the curves show a linear rise, followed by a nonlinear
rise, and the nonlinear rise tends to be faster and higher with the increase of concrete
strength. Thus, for S-SWJ with higher concrete strength, the load in the nonlinear rise
region is larger, leading to a higher ultimate shear capacity. Finally, the curves decline after
reaching the peak load. The red circle in Figure 11 indicates the load corresponding to the
concrete–concrete interface debonding of S-SWJ. According to the position of the circles in
Figure 11, it can be seen that the debonding strength of S-SWJ increases with increasing
concrete strength.

Figure 11. Load–displacement curves of S-SWJ with different concrete strength.

From Figure 11, it can be seen that the ultimate shear capacity can be enhanced by
increasing the concrete strength. The ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ with different
concrete strengths is summarized in Figure 12 for a more specific comparison. It can be
seen that the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ increases almost linearly with increasing
concrete strength. Specifically, the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ with concrete strength
of 55 MPa is 65.3% higher than that of S-SWJ with concrete strength of 25 MPa. Figure 12
also shows the displacement corresponding to the ultimate shear capacity. As shown in
Figure 12, for S-SWJ with concrete strength ranging from 30 to 55 MPa, the displacement
fluctuates slightly, and the value is about 0.3 mm. However, S-SWJ with concrete strength
of 25 MPa has a relatively larger displacement, the value of which is 0.47 mm.
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Figure 12. Ultimate shear strength and the corresponding displacement of S-SWJ with different
concrete strength.

4.3. Influence of Shear Key Angle

In order to study the influence of shear key angle on the shear capacity of S-SWJ, the
shear key angle was changed from 40◦ to 60◦ with an interval of 5◦, and the geometric
parameters of bridge panels with different shear key angles are illustrated in Figure 13.
The other geometric parameters and material properties of S-SWJ in simulations were kept
the same as those used in Section 3.

Figure 13. Bridge panels with different shear key angles (unit: mm).

Figure 14 shows the load–displacement curves of S-SWJ with different shear key angles.
It can be seen that the curves show a linear rise, followed by a nonlinear rise, and finally the
curves decline after reaching the peak load. The curves exhibit a similar change tendency
to those of S-SWJ with different concrete strengths. The ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ
extracted from the curves is summarized in Figure 15. It can be seen from Figure 15 that the
ultimate shear capacity first increases quickly and then decreases slowly with the increase
of shear key angle. For example, increasing the shear key angle from 40◦ to 50◦ increases
the ultimate shear capacity by 19.6%, while increasing the shear key angle from 50◦ to 60◦

decreases the ultimate shear capacity only by 4.1%. In the present study, S-SWJ with a shear
key angle of 50◦ has the highest ultimate shear capacity. The larger the shear key angle,
the more difficult to vibrate the concrete in the bottom of shear key. Therefore, to achieve
a high ultimate shear capacity for S-SWJ, a shear key angle within the range of 45◦ to 55◦

is recommended.
From Figures 12 and 15, it can be seen that the improvement of ultimate shear capacity

by changing shear key angle is smaller than that by changing concrete strength. In addition,
the displacement corresponding to the ultimate shear capacity for S-SWJ with different
shear key angles is also presented in Figure 15. It can be seen that the displacement
fluctuates up and down with the increase of shear key angle. It can also be seen that the
displacement in Figure 15 is relatively larger than that (Figure 12) of S-SWJ with different
concrete strengths.
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Figure 14. Load–displacement curves of S-SWJ with different shear key angles.

Figure 15. Ultimate shear strength and the corresponding displacement of S-SWJ with different shear
key angles.

5. Conclusions

In this study, the failure modes and ultimate shear capacity of a concave square
frustum-shaped wet joint were studied using experimental and numerical methods. Firstly,
inspired by the fact that high shear resistance can be achieved by properly choosing the
shape of shear keys in dry joints, a concave square frustum-shaped wet joint was proposed
to improve the shear capacity. Then, specimens with the concave square frustum-shaped
and conventional wet joints (labeled as S-SWJ and S-CWJ) were fabricated and tested for
comparison. Finally, a 3D FE model was established to further explore the ultimate shear
capacity of S-SWJ. The main conclusions are summarized as follows:

(1) It was found that the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ was 73.2% higher than that of S-
CWJ, which was caused by changing the wet joint into a concave square frustum shape.
This indicates that the shear resistance of wet joints can be significantly influenced by
their shape.

(2) The ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ increases almost linearly with increasing concrete
strength, while it first increases quickly and then decreases slowly with increasing
shear key angle. The recommended shear key angle range is 45◦ to 55◦ because higher
ultimate shear capacity can be achieved within this range.

(3) In terms of improving the ultimate shear capacity of S-SWJ, increasing the concrete
strength is more effective compared with changing the shear key angle, as the increase
of concrete strength is associated with a significantly greater improvement in ultimate
shear capacity.

In sum, this study provides a new possibility to design wet joints with enhanced
ultimate shear capacity, and guidelines for obtaining a concave square frustum-shaped wet
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joint with desirable ultimate shear capacity are presented. This study demonstrates that the
shape has a significant influence on the ultimate shear capacity of a wet joint, which means
higher ultimate shear capacity can be achieved by properly choosing the shape of the wet
joint. It should be mentioned that the obtained results may have certain limitations due to
the specimen geometry and loading conditions that were adopted in this study. Therefore,
in future study, we will perform investigations on wet joints with various geometric shapes.
The performance of wet joints under different loading conditions (e.g., earthquake loading,
fatigue loading) is also very important and needs to be further explored.
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