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Abstract: Orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearings are broadly employed in ultra-precision
machine tools, aerospace industries, and so forth. The orifice length–diameter ratio (OLDR) is one
of the significant geometrical parameters of the orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearing, which
directly affects the performance of the bearing. To accurately guide the design of the hydrostatic
thrust bearing, the effect of the OLDR on the performance of the hydrostatic thrust bearing needs
to be thoroughly and scientifically investigated, especially for ultra-precision machine tools. In this
paper, the influences of various OLDRs are comprehensively studied using the computational fluid
dynamics (CFD) approach on the pressure pattern, velocity, turbulent intensity, and vortices, as well
as the load capacity, stiffness, volume flow rate, and orifice flow resistance of the hydrostatic thrust
bearing under identical operating conditions. The obtained results show that there are differences
in performance behaviors of the hydrostatic thrust bearing caused by different OLDRs. Some new
findings are obtained, particularly in the second-order small vortices which appear in the annular
recesses with all OLDRs except that of 2, and the flow resistance does not always increase with
increasing OLDRs. Finally, the proposed CFD approach is experimentally validated.

Keywords: hydrostatic thrust bearing; orifice restrictor; length–diameter ratio; CFD simulations

1. Introduction

Hydrostatic thrust bearings have excellent advantages of high film stiffness, large load
capacity, low friction, good vibration damping behaviors, and precision relative motion
even at low speeds, and are broadly employed in ultra-precision machine tools, aerospace
industries, and so forth [1–3].

The design of hydrostatic thrust bearings requires accurate selection of a series of
parameters such as bearing structure, pocket, restrictor, supply pressure, bearing clearance,
and so on. Therein, the restrictor is an essential feature of the hydrostatic bearing which
can significantly affect the performance characteristics of the hydrostatic bearing. In order
to meet the prescribed requirements with respect to specific characteristics of load capacity,
stiffness, precision, and so forth in a wide range of industrial products, the investigation
on restrictors of hydrostatic bearings has been constantly updated over the last several
decades. Jain et al. comparatively studied the effects of various types of restrictors, such
as orifice, capillary, membrane restrictors, and constant flow valve, on the performance
of a multirecess flexible journal bearing [4]. Gohara et al. studied the static characteristics
of a water-lubricated hydrostatic thrust bearing using a membrane restrictor to achieve
higher stiffness and lower power consumption at high speeds [5]. Sawano et al. studied a
hydrostatic bearing using a variable inherent restrictor with a thin metal plate and found
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that the bearing stiffness and response behaviors were improved and the oil flow was
reduced by applying the inherent restrictor with a thin metal plate [6]. Sharma et al. studied
the combined effects of the geometric shape of the recess (such as circular, rectangular,
elliptical, and annular recesses) and the compensating device (such as capillary, orifice,
and constant flow valve restrictors) on the performance of the hydrostatic thrust pad
bearing [7]. Moreover, thermal effects of the hydrostatic bearing with orifice restrictors
or porous domain were studied by the computational fluid dynamics (CFD) simulation
method [8–10].

Orifice restrictors, which are very compact devices, are most commonly restrictors
for hydrostatic bearings because of simple manufacturing [11–14]. Sharma et al. ana-
lyzed the influence of wear on the performance of a four-pocket hybrid conical journal
bearing compensated with an orifice restrictor of which the length–diameter ratio was
more than 2.5 [15]. Nicodemus et al. investigated the performance of a four-pocket
orifice-compensated hydrostatic journal bearing system with various recess shapes (square,
circular, elliptical, and triangular) operating with micropolar lubricant [16]. Chen et al.
found that the orifice-compensated hybrid bearings were better from the point of stability
than capillary-compensated hybrid bearings for a rigid rotor subject to a specific load [17].
Du et al. investigated the static performance behaviors of the orifice-compensated hy-
drostatic bearing with four lubrication-fluid cases by numerically solving the turbulent
Reynolds equation [18]. Sinhasan et al. conducted a theoretical study on the static and
dynamic performance characteristics of the hydrostatic multirecess journal bearings with
orifice restrictors using non-Newtonian lubricants [19]. Sharma and Yadav investigated
the effects of microdimples on the frictional power loss of the hybrid orifice-compensated
circular thrust pad bearing system and found that partial texture thrust bearing could
significantly decrease the frictional power loss [20,21]. The orifice length–diameter ratio
(OLDR) is one of the significant geometrical parameters of the orifice restrictor which
directly affects the performance of the bearing. Although many papers had been pub-
lished on the orifice-compensated hydrostatic bearing, the design of the OLDR is mainly
dependent on engineering experience, and little literature was reported on the effects of
the OLDR for the orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearing. To accurately guide the
design of the hydrostatic thrust bearing, the effect of the OLDR on the performance of the
hydrostatic thrust bearing needs to be thoroughly and scientifically investigated, especially
for ultra-precision machine tools.

Therefore, in this paper, the fundamental model for an orifice-restricted hydrostatic
thrust bearing system is established and used to find the relationship between the OL-
DRs and the characteristics of the orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearing. The CFD
simulation method is employed to numerically analyze the influences of various OLDRs
on the pressure pattern, flow velocity, turbulent intensity, and vortices, as well as the
load capacity, oil film stiffness, volume flow rate, and orifice flow resistance of the hy-
drostatic thrust bearing. The experiments are conducted to validate the employed CFD
simulation approach.

2. Orifice-Compensated Hydrostatic Thrust Bearings

The schematic illustration of hydrostatic thrust bearings is shown in Figure 1, in which
1 depicts the orifice restrictor, 2 is the annular recess, 3 and 4 are the sealing lands. The
inner diameter of the sealing land (D1) is 101 mm, the inner diameter of the annular recess
(D2) is 109 mm, the outer diameter of the annular recess (D3) is 123 mm, the outer diameter
of the sealing land (D4) is 133 mm. There are four orifice restrictors evenly located in the
circumferential direction, and the distribution circle diameter of the orifices (D5) is 116 mm.
The oil inlet diameter (D) is 4 mm, the oil inlet length (L) is 4 mm, the oil film thickness (h)
is 0.02 mm, the annular recess depth (t) is 0.6 mm, the orifice diameter (d) is 0.8 mm. To
investigate the effects of the length–diameter ratio (l/d) of the orifice restrictor, only the
orifice length (l) is varied and the other geometrical parameters of the hydrostatic thrust
bearing are constant. The length–diameter ratios are varied as 0.25, 0.5, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.
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a1–a2 is the bottom line of the oil film, and b1–b2 is the middle line of the oil film. c1–c2 is
the middle line of the orifice restrictor on which m is the upper middle node and n is the
bottom middle node of the orifice. In this paper, node n is fixed for various OLDRs and
node m is varied along with different OLDRs. Each mi (i = 1, 2 . . . 7) is associated with one
OLDR from 0.25 to 5. Node O located on the line of c1–c2 is the starting point at which the
fluid enters the oil film.
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Figure 1. Schematic configuration of the orifice-compensated hydrostatic thrust bearing. (a) The hydrostatic thrust bear-
ing; (b) local enlarged view of Ⅰ. 
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(b) The oil viscosity is mainly affected by the temperature and the oil flows out of the 
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Then, the oil viscosity is assumed to be constant. 

(c) The geometric tolerances of the hydrostatic thrust bearing are not considered in this 
paper. 

(d) The fluctuation of the supply oil pressure of the bearing is ignored. 
In this study, the 3D Navier–Stokes equations are solved for numerical simulations. 

According to the dimensional parameters and the operating conditions of the hydrostatic 
thrust bearing, the realizable k-ε turbulence model is employed in the CFD model. The 
realizable k-ε turbulence model has shown substantial improvements where the flow 
features include strong streamline curvature, vortices, and rotation, which is suitable to 
investigate the streamline and vortices in this paper [26,27]. The governing equations are 
solved in steady state, which take no account of rotational velocity and gravity force [28]. 
The maximum y+ of the working wall of the oil film (S, shown in Figure 1) is about 3.33. 
The enhanced wall treatment is employed as a near-wall modeling method in this paper, 

Figure 1. Schematic configuration of the orifice-compensated hydrostatic thrust bearing. (a) The hydrostatic thrust bearing;
(b) local enlarged view of I.

3. CFD Modeling

It had been verified that the CFD simulation method was an effective means to
accurately analyze the fluid characteristics of hydrostatic bearings [13,22–25]. Hence, the
CFD simulation method is employed to investigate the effects of varied OLDRs on the
performance of the hydrostatic thrust bearing.

The CFD simulation model of the hydrostatic thrust bearing is constructed under
conditions of the following assumptions:

(a) Isothermal flow occurs in the fluid field of the hydrostatic thrust bearing. Circulating
water cooling is applied to the bearing, which keeps the temperature field of the
hydrostatic thrust bearing constant.

(b) The oil viscosity is mainly affected by the temperature and the oil flows out of the
sealing lands in a very short time, so the oil temperature can be considered constant.
Then, the oil viscosity is assumed to be constant.

(c) The geometric tolerances of the hydrostatic thrust bearing are not considered in
this paper.

(d) The fluctuation of the supply oil pressure of the bearing is ignored.

In this study, the 3D Navier–Stokes equations are solved for numerical simulations.
According to the dimensional parameters and the operating conditions of the hydrostatic
thrust bearing, the realizable k-ε turbulence model is employed in the CFD model. The
realizable k-ε turbulence model has shown substantial improvements where the flow
features include strong streamline curvature, vortices, and rotation, which is suitable to
investigate the streamline and vortices in this paper [26,27]. The governing equations are
solved in steady state, which take no account of rotational velocity and gravity force [28].
The maximum y+ of the working wall of the oil film (S, shown in Figure 1) is about 3.33.
The enhanced wall treatment is employed as a near-wall modeling method in this paper,
which can be used with coarse meshes and possesses the accuracy of the standard two-layer
approach for fine near-wall meshes [26].

The ambient pressure (po) is 101,325 Pa, which is set as the operating pressure. The
boundary conditions for the inlets and outlets are pressure inlet and pressure outlet,
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respectively. The inlet gauge total pressure (pin) is set to 25 times that of the po and the
outlet gauge pressure (pout) is set to 0 Pa. The working wall of the oil film (S, shown in
Figure 1) is modeled as a “stationary wall”. The No. 2 spindle oil is specified for the
hydrostatic thrust bearing, of which the oil density is 799.47 kg/m3 and the dynamic
viscosity is 0.00223Pa·s.

The pressure-based solver is chosen for the numerical analysis in this study, and
the Semi-Implicit Method for Pressure Linked Equations (SIMPLE) algorithm is used to
obtain a converged solution and the others are default. The residual convergence criteria
is assumed to be achieved [29] when: (i) the net flow rate of fluid entering and leaving
the model is less than 7.5 × 10−6 L/min; (ii) the averaged force of the wall S reaches a
stable level.

To ensure the accuracy of the numerical solution, a comparative check on grid inde-
pendence is conducted for the CFD model. The OLDR of 2 is selected as a case study. Two
different meshing schemes are conducted for the CFD model. Specifically, scheme 1 has
1,822,043 cells and 2,021,829 nodes, and scheme 2 has 4,227,466 cells and 4,596,011 nodes.
The effect of the mesh density on the pressure pattern along the line of a1–a2 is illustrated
in Figure 2. Furthermore, comparisons of load capacity, volume flow rate, and oil film
stiffness of the hydrostatic thrust bearing with two different meshing schemes are depicted
in Table 1. It can be found from Figure 2 and Table 1 that the differences of node pressure
and other performance specifications are very small as the mesh density increases, but the
time needed for convergence increases largely. It is to say that the mesh density of scheme
1 is enough, and consequently, the same meshing scheme of case 1 is used for all the CFD
models in the current study.
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Figure 2. Pressure comparison of two meshing schemes along the line of a1–a2.

Table 1. Comparisons of performance specifications of the hydrostatic thrust bearing with two
different meshing schemes.

Meshing Scheme Load Capacity
(N)

Volume Flow Rate
(L/min)

Oil Film Stiffness
(N/µm)

Scheme 1 6811 4.22 520
Scheme 2 6885 4.23 513∣∣∣ Scheme1−Scheme2
Scheme1

∣∣∣×
100%

1.09% 0.24% 1.35%

The meshing scheme of case 1 is depicted in detail as follows:
Because the oil film thickness is far less than other geometrical parameters of the

hydrostatic thrust bearing, six elements are meshed along the oil film thickness direction.
The meshing size is set to 0.1 mm in the orifice zone. The annular recess depth is divided
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into six elements. Hexahedral and tetrahedron elements are employed to mesh the whole
geometry, which would result in a remarkable increase in the total number of elements. To
decrease the computing time, the maximum aspect ratio of all meshes is controlled to less
than 80 for an acceptable accuracy. The computational meshes are shown in Figure 3.
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4. Simulation Results and Discussions

In this paper, the Fluent software (ANSYS, Inc, Canonsburg, PA, USA) is employed to
carry out the CFD calculation and the Tecplot code is used to do the post-processing. The
operating conditions of the hydrostatic thrust bearing are identical for varied OLDRs. The
CFD simulation results on the effects of various OLDRs for performance of the hydrostatic
thrust bearing are calculated and discussed. The intrinsic characteristics of flow field and
the macroscopic characteristics of the bearing are all analyzed in detail. Specifically, the
pressure distributions, velocity profiles, and turbulent intensity along different lines are
obtained with various OLDRs. The vortices, turbulent intensity, and pressure contours of
corresponding sections and surfaces are presented. Furthermore, the load capacity, oil film
stiffness, volume flow rate, and orifice flow resistance of the hydrostatic thrust bearing are
compared with different OLDRs.

The node pressure patterns along the line of c1–c2 for different OLDRs are depicted in
Figure 4. It can be found from Figure 4 that the oil pressure is equal to the inlet pressure at
the beginning and then it decreases rapidly along the flow direction with almost the same
declining rate for various OLDRs. The oil pressures of nodes from m1 to m7 are almost
identical, indicating that there are few effects of OLDRs on the oil pressure of the orifice
inlet. However, oil pressure presents different profiles in the orifice zone along the line
of m–n with respect to different OLDRs. Specifically, the oil pressure reaches a minimum
value and then increases slightly, and then decreases slightly, and then increases again
along the flow direction for the OLDRs of 4 and 5, looking like a basin, and named a basin
pressure profile in this paper. The oil pressure only increases slightly in the basin bottom
for the OLDRs of 2 and 3. The oil pressure decreases to a minimum level and then increases
rapidly along the flow direction for the OLDR of 1, presenting a pressure profile with no
basin bottom. Only the pressure drop occurs in the orifice zone along the flow direction
for the OLDRs of 0.25 and 0.5. It has almost the same pressure profile along the line of
n–c2 with various OLDRs. Based on the aforementioned analysis, it can be found that
the basin pressure effect is more obvious with increasing OLDRs in the orifice zone. That
is to say, there is a pressure hold effect in the orifice zone and it will be more significant
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with increasing OLDRs. In addition, the minimum oil pressure (p’) in the orifice zone with
respect to various OLDRs has the following relation:

p′ l/d=0.25 > p′ l/d=0.5 > p′ l/d=5 > p′ l/d=1 > p′ l/d=4 > p′ l/d=3 > p′ l/d=2 (1)
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Figure 4. Pressure patterns of various orifice length–diameter ratio (OLDRs) along the line of c1–c2. (a) Node pressures of
various OLDRs along the line of c1–c2; (b) local enlarged view of I.

The velocity magnitude patterns along the line of c1–c2 for different OLDRs are
depicted in Figure 5. It can be found from Figure 5 that the fluid velocity magnitude
is almost identical at the oil inlet and then it increases rapidly along the flow direction
with almost the same growth rate for various OLDRs. The fluid velocity magnitudes of
nodes from m1 to m7 are almost identical, indicating that there are few effects of OLDRs
on the fluid velocity magnitude of the orifice inlet. However, fluid velocity magnitude
presents different profiles in the orifice zone along the line of m–n with respect to different
OLDRs. Specifically, the fluid velocity magnitude reaches a maximum value and then
decreases slightly, and when the fluid reaches the orifice outlet, the fluid velocity magnitude
decreases rapidly along the flow direction for the OLDRs of 2, 3, 4, and 5, looking like
an inverted basin, and named an inverted basin velocity magnitude profile in this paper.
The velocity magnitude increases to a maximum level and then decreases rapidly along
the flow direction for the OLDR of 1, presenting a parabola profile with no basin bottom.
The velocity magnitudes only increase in the orifice zone along the flow direction for the
OLDRs of 0.25 and 0.5. It has almost the same profile of the velocity magnitude along the
line of n–c2 for various OLDRs. It can be concluded that the inverted basin effect of the
fluid velocity magnitude is more obvious with increasing OLDRs in the orifice zone. In
other words, there is a velocity magnitude hold effect in the orifice zone and it will be more
remarkable with increasing OLDRs. In addition, the maximum oil velocity magnitude (v’)
in the orifice zone with respect to various OLDRs has the following relation:

v′ l/d=0.25 < v′ l/d=0.5 < v′ l/d=5 < v′ l/d=1 < v′ l/d=4 < v′ l/d=3 < v′ l/d=2 (2)

Turbulent intensity (I) is an important parameter to characterize turbulence of the
flow field, which is defined as follows:

I =
u′

uavg
(3)

where u’ depicts the root-mean-square of the velocity fluctuations, uavg represents the mean
flow velocity.
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The turbulent intensity patterns along the line of c1–c2 for different OLDRs are depicted
in Figure 6. It can be found from Figure 6 that the turbulent intensity is almost identical,
about 0.07%, at the oil inlet and then it increases along the flow direction with almost the
same growth rate for various OLDRs.
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Figure 5. Velocity magnitude patterns of various OLDRs along the line of c1–c2. (a) Velocity magnitudes of various OLDRs
along the line of c1–c2; (b) local enlarged view of I.
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Figure 6. Turbulent intensity patterns of various OLDRs along the line of c1–c2. (a) Turbulent intensities of various OLDRs
along the line of c1–c2; (b) local enlarged view of I.

The turbulent intensities of the fluid reach almost the same local peaks at different
orifice inlets (mi, i = 1, 2 . . . 7) with various OLDRs. However, the turbulent intensity
presents different profiles in the orifice zone along the line of m–n with respect to different
OLDRs. Specifically, the turbulent intensity reaches a peak point at node m and then
decreases slightly, and then increases slightly along the flow direction for the OLDRs of 3,
4, and 5, looking like a basin, and named a basin turbulent intensity profile in this paper.
The turbulent intensities only decrease in the orifice zone along the flow direction for the
OLDRs of 0.25, 0.5, 1, and 2. Furthermore, the turbulent intensity decreases to the valley
point when the flow reaches the orifice outlet (node n) for the OLDR of 2. It has almost
the same profile of the turbulent intensity along the line of n–c2 for various OLDRs. The
turbulent intensity reaches its maximum (about 9.73%) at node O for various OLDRs. Based
on the aforementioned analyses, it can be concluded that the turbulent intensity is very low
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at the oil inlet, indicating that the fluid field is the laminar flow at the oil inlet. The basin
effect of the fluid turbulent intensity is more obvious with increasing OLDRs in the orifice
zone, presenting that there is a turbulent intensity hold effect in the orifice zone and it will
be more remarkable with increasing OLDRs. The turbulent flow reaches its most intense at
the transition point (node O) at which the fluid enters the oil film from the annular recess
for various OLDRs.

The node pressure patterns along the line of b1–b2 for different OLDRs are depicted
in Figure 7. It can be found from Figure 7 that the oil pressure is nearly symmetric with
respect to the node position of 58 mm. The maximum node pressure is located at the node
position of 58 mm, and then a pressure drop and a limited pressure recovery occur further
downstream. The node pressure has a linear decrease in the sealing land regions. The
maximum node pressure for different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of
0.25, 0.5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. However, the node pressure for different OLDRs decreases as in the
sequence of OLDRs of 2, 3, 1, 4, 5, 0.5, 0.25 in the zone of II. It can be concluded that a too
large or too small OLDR is not conducive to pressure maintenance.
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Figure 7. Pressure patterns of various OLDRs along the line of b1–b2. (a) Node pressures of various OLDRs along the line of
b1–b2; (b) local enlarged view of I; (c) local enlarged view of II.

The velocity magnitude patterns along the line of b1–b2 for different OLDRs are
depicted in Figure 8. It can be found from Figure 8 that the distribution of fluid velocity
magnitude is M-shaped and is almost symmetric with respect to the node position of
58 mm. There are four stages of the fluid velocity variation along the flow direction:
acceleration–deceleration–acceleration–nearly uniform speed. The velocity magnitudes
are very low at the node position of 58 mm for different OLDRs, which decrease as in the
sequence of OLDRs of 2, 4, 5, 0.25, 0.5, 1, 3. The velocity magnitude is rapidly accelerated
to the maximum value within a radius of 0.6 mm, which is increased by about 6 times.
The maximum velocity magnitudes for various OLDRs decrease as in the sequence of
OLDRs of 0.25, 0.5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. It can be concluded that the smaller the OLDR is, the larger
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the maximum velocity magnitude is. Furthermore, the maximum velocity magnitudes of
OLDRs of 0.25 and 0.5 are almost equal, presenting that further reduction of the OLDR has
few effects on the maximum velocity magnitude. When the velocity magnitude reaches
its maximum value, it begins to decrease. As the fluid flows out of the annular recess,
the small clearance of the sealing lands that follows offers an increased resistance to flow,
causing a considerable acceleration of the flow. Finally, the fluid flows out of the sealing
lands at a nearly uniform velocity.
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Figure 8. Velocity magnitude patterns of various OLDRs along the line of b1–b2. (a) Velocity magnitudes of various OLDRs
along the line of b1–b2; (b) local enlarged view of I; (c) local enlarged view of II.

The turbulent intensity patterns along the line of b1–b2 for different OLDRs are de-
picted in Figure 9. It can be found from Figure 9 that the pattern of turbulent intensity of
each OLDR is almost symmetric with respect to the node position of 58 mm. The maximum
turbulent intensity occurs near the center of the orifice inlet and it continually decreases
along the flow direction until the fluid reaches near the boundary between the annular
recess and the sealing lands. Then, a limited turbulent intensity recovery occurs further
downstream. Finally, the fluid flows out of the sealing lands at a nearly uniform low-level
turbulent intensity. The maximum turbulent intensity for different OLDRs decreases as in
the sequence of OLDRs of 0.5, 0.25, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Furthermore, the turbulent intensities of
OLDRs of 0.25 and 0.5 are almost equal, presenting that further reduction of the OLDR has
little effect on the turbulent intensity.
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Figure 9. Turbulent intensity patterns of various OLDRs along the line of b1–b2. (a) Turbulent intensities of various OLDRs
along the line of b1–b2; (b) local enlarged view of I.

The line of a1–a2 is one part of the operating wall S which is the boundary wall of
the oil film. The node pressure patterns along the line of a1–a2 for different OLDRs are
depicted in Figure 10. It can be found from Figure 10 that the node pressure profile along
the line of a1–a2 is similar to that of the line of b1–b2. Furthermore, the maximum difference
between the pressure values along the line of a1–a2 and the line of b1–b2 is only 0.9%, which
is too small to ignore. That is because the distance between the line of a1–a2 and the line of
b1–b2 is only 10µm. It can be considered that the flow characteristics are constant along the
oil film thickness direction. So, the velocity magnitude and the turbulent intensity along
the line of a1–a2 are not mentioned again in this section.
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Figure 10. Pressure patterns of various OLDRs along the line of a1–a2. (a) Node pressures of various OLDRs along the line
of a1–a2; (b) local enlarged view of I; (c) local enlarged view of II.
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To investigate the influence of various OLDRs on pressure distributions of the wall S,
the static pressure of the wall S for various OLDRs are calculated, as shown in Figure 11.
It can be found that the maximum pressures are all located at the orifice zones (red circle
zones in Figure 11). The ring-shaped high pressure located in the annular recess zone
makes the oil film pressure more even, reflecting the pressure uniform effect of the annular
recess. By comparing the annular pressures of various OLDRs, the annular pressure for
different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of 2, 3, 1, 4, 5, 0.5, 0.25.

The influences of varying OLDRs on streamlines, the turbulent intensity, and the veloc-
ity magnitude of the fluid field along the orifice longitudinal sections (shown in Figure 11b)
are simultaneously illustrated in Figure 12. As can be seen from these figures, the turbulent
intensities at the oil inlet are all very low (about 0.07%, blue zones in Figure 12) for various
OLDRs. In addition, the streamlines in the oil inlet zones are parallel and smooth for all
OLDRs, presenting that the fluid field in the oil inlet zone is the laminar flow. After the
high-pressure fluid passes through the orifice, two large vortices are formed in the annular
recess. The two vortex centers are located near 56 mm and 60 mm along the Y direction,
respectively. The left vortex rotates clockwise, and the right vortex rotates counterclockwise.
The two vortices differ in the shape and the corresponding turbulent intensity.

So, the zone of high turbulent intensity is not symmetrical with respect to the node
position of 58 mm, as shown in Figure 12h. The maximum turbulent intensity is not located
at the orifice center line, and decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of 0.5, 0.25, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
It is noted that the difference of the maximum turbulent intensity between OLDRs of 0.25
and 0.5 is 0.12%, presenting that the turbulent intensities for OLDRs of 0.25 and 0.5 can be
regarded as the same.

Furthermore, the second-order small vortices can be found in the annular recesses
with all OLDRs except the OLDR of 2, and are located at the lower right corners of the
annular recesses for the OLDRs of 0.25, 0.5, 1, 3 and at the lower left corners of the annular
recesses for the OLDRs of 4 and 5. It had been reported that the small vibration of the
hydrostatic bearing was mainly caused by the vortex and the vibration energy of the
hydrostatic bearing increases with the strength of vortices [30–32]. Comparing the vortices
of annular recesses with respect to various OLDRs, the OLDR of 2 has the minimum
quantity of vortices and has the best ability to decrease the vibration and improve the
stability of the bearing.

It can be found from the aforementioned analyses that the fluid characteristics of the
orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearing are not absolutely symmetric with respect to
the node position of 58 mm. That is because the orifice-restricted hydrostatic thrust bearing
is axisymmetric with respect to the central axis, and the fluid field of the orifice longitudinal
section is not absolutely symmetric with respect to the node position of 58 mm. Besides,
the orifices are located at the radius center line of the thrust bearing, and so the fluid field
behaviors of the orifice section are nearly symmetric about the orifice central node.

The influences of varying the OLDR on the load capacity, oil film stiffness, volume
flow rate of the bearing, and the flow resistance of the orifice are shown in Figure 13. It
is clear from Figure 13a that the load capacity with an OLDR of 2 is larger than those of
other OLDRs, and the load capacity for different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of
OLDRs of 2, 3, 1, 4, 5, 0.5, 0.25, which is consistent with the order of annular pressure. So, it
confirms that annular pressures play a dominant role in the bearing capacity.

In this paper, the oil film stiffness is calculated by the difference method (load variation
divided by displacement variation). As can be found from Figure 13b, the OLDR of 0.25
corresponds to the maximum stiffness and the minimum stiffness is located at the OLDR
of 1. The stiffness for different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of 0.25, 5, 2,
4, 3, 0.5, 1.
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Figure 11. Pressure distributions of wall S for various OLDRs. (a) l/d = 0.25; (b) l/d = 0.5; (c) l/d = 1; (d) l/d = 2; (e) l/d = 3;
(f) l/d = 4; (g) l/d = 5.
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Figure 12. Streamlines and turbulent intensities contours of orifice longitudinal sections for various OLDRs. (a) l/d = 0.25;
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Figure 13. Performance characteristics of the bearing for various OLDRs. (a) Load capacity; (b) oil film stiffness; (c) volume
flow rate; (d) flow resistance of the orifice.

The effects of varying the OLDR on the volume flow rate of the hydrostatic thrust
bearing are shown in Figure 13c. It can be seen that the volume flow rate has the same
variation pattern as the load capacity with various OLDRs. The volume flow rate of the
hydrostatic thrust bearing with an OLDR of 2 is larger than those of other OLDRs, and the
volume flow rate for different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of 2, 3, 1, 4, 5,
0.5, 0.25.

The orifice restrictor of the hydrostatic thrust bearing has an impedance effect on the
fluid. The relationship among the flow rate, the pressure drop, and the flow resistance
is similar to Ohm’s law in electricity [33]. Then, the flow resistance of the orifice can be
induced as follows:

Rori f ice =
pm − pn

q
(4)

where Rorifice is the flow resistance of an orifice, pm and pn are pressures of nodes m and n,
respectively, q is the flow rate of an orifice.

Flow resistances of the orifice with different OLDRs are shown in Figure 13d. It can
be found that the flow resistance increases with increasing OLDRs from 0.25 to 1, then
it decreases slightly with increasing OLDRs from 1 to 3, and then it increases again with
increasing OLDRs from 3 to 5, and thus does not always increase with the increasing
OLDRs. The flow resistances of the orifice for different OLDRs decrease as in the sequence
of OLDRs of 5, 1, 4, 2, 3, 0.5, 0.25.

It can be seen from Figure 13 that, although the load capacity, stiffness, volume flow
rate, and flow resistance of the thrust bearing with different OLDRs are finitely varied,
the simulation results provide theoretical direction for the accurate design of the OLDR
especially for the hydrostatic thrust bearing applied in ultra-precision machines.
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Based on the aforementioned comparative analyses, effects of various OLDRs on
bearing characteristics are compared from different dimensions, and engineers can make
selective references according to their own needs.

5. Experimental Validation

It is difficult to test the pressure distribution, velocity magnitude, turbulent intensity,
streamlines, and vortices of the hydrostatic thrust bearing with various OLDRs. To decrease
the experimental difficulty and cost, the proposed hydrostatic thrust bearing with the
OLDR of 2 is manufactured and assembled based on Figure 1 to validate the employed
CFD simulation method of this paper.

The load capacity and stiffness of the hydrostatic thrust bearing under the aforemen-
tioned operating conditions are tested based on the constructed experimental rig, as shown
in Figure 14. If the experimental results are in good agreement with the simulation data, the
proposed CFD simulation method of this paper will be verified and then other simulation
results of this paper will be indirectly validated.
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Figure 14. Experimental bench of the hydrostatic thrust bearing with OLDR of 2. (a) Schematic diagram of the test rig; (b)
experimental setup.

The dial indicator is employed to measure the displacements of the thrust part, and the
weights combined with the gravity of the thrust part are used to balance the load capacity
of the thrust bearing. Oil is not supplied to the thrust bearing at the beginning and there is
no gap between the thrust bearing and the thrust part. When the thrust bearing is supplied
oil with gauge total pressure of 2.5 MPa, the weights are adjusted so that the displacement
of the thrust part is 20 µm and 19 µm, respectively. Then the load capacities of the thrust
bearing are obtained with oil film thicknesses of 20 µm and 19 µm, respectively.

The stiffness is calculated by the difference method with the tested load variation and
the displacement variation. The tested load capacities and stiffness are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Comparisons of performance specifications of the hydrostatic thrust bearing with OLDR of 2 between CFD
simulation results and experimental data.

Performance
Parameters Displacement Computational Fluid Dynamics

(CFD) Simulation Results Experimental Data Error

Load capacity (N)
20 µm 6811 6800 0.16%

19 µm 7331 7315 0.22%

Oil film stiffness
(N/µm) 520 515 0.96%
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It can be found from Table 2 that the errors between the CFD simulation results and
the experimental data are very small, validating that the CFD simulation results of this
paper are acceptable.

6. Conclusions

This paper has presented the CFD-based investigation on effects of various orifice
length–diameter ratios on performance characteristics of the hydrostatic thrust bearing
under identical operating conditions. The simulation results are experimentally validated.
Based on the calculated results, the following conclusions can be drawn up, particularly to
accurately guide the design of high-precision hydrostatic thrust bearings:

The node pressure, velocity magnitude, and turbulent intensity present different pro-
files in the orifice zone along the line of m–n with respect to different OLDRs, and the conse-
quent basin effects of the fluid become more and more significant with increasing OLDRs.

For the line of b1–b2, a larger or smaller OLDR is not conducive to pressure mainte-
nance, the distribution of fluid velocity magnitude is almost symmetric and M-shaped,
and the maximum turbulent intensity for different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of
OLDRs of 0.5, 0.25, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

Two large vortices are formed in the annular recess with various OLDRs, which differ
in the shape and the corresponding turbulent intensity. The second-order small vortices
appear in the annular recesses with all OLDRs except OLDR of 2.

The load capacity and volume flow rate for different OLDRs decrease as in the se-
quence of OLDRs of 2, 3, 1, 4, 5, 0.5, 0.25. The stiffness for different OLDRs decreases as
in the sequence of OLDRs of 0.25, 5, 2, 4, 3, 0.5, 1. The flow resistance of the orifice for
different OLDRs decreases as in the sequence of OLDRs of 5, 1, 4, 2, 3, 0.5, 0.25, and does
not always increase with the increasing OLDRs.
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