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Featured Application: The methodology proposed in this manuscript makes it possible to im-
prove the estimation of flood zones and their flow depth values in situations where there are
no available bathymetric data of the channel (or they are scarce and do not allow for its shape
reconstruction). It could improve flood risk assessment too.

Abstract: The accurate estimation of flood risk depends on, among other factors, a correct delineation
of the floodable area and its associated hydrodynamic parameters. This characterization becomes
fundamental in the flood hazard analyses that are carried out in urban areas. To achieve this
objective, it is necessary to have a correct characterization of the topography, both inside the riverbed
(bathymetry) and outside it. Outside the riverbed, the LiDAR data led to an important improvement,
but not so inside the riverbed. To overcome these deficiencies, different models with simplified
bathymetry or modified inflow hydrographs were used. Here, we present a model that is based upon
the calibration of the Manning’s n value inside the riverbed. The use of abnormally low Manning’s n
values made it possible to reproduce both the extent of the flooded area and the flow depth value
within it (outside the riverbed) in an acceptable manner. The reduction in the average error in the
flow depth value from 50-75 cm (models without bathymetry and “natural” Manning’s n values) to
only about 10 cm (models without bathymetry and “calibrated” Manning’s n values), was propagated
towards a reduction in the estimation of direct flood damage, which fell from 25-30% to about 5%.

Keywords: flood risk; cultural heritage sites; bathymetric data; manning’s roughness coefficient;
hydrodynamic modelling

1. Introduction

Floods are probably the most frequently recurring natural phenomena affecting society
(humans and goods) in terms of space and time, regardless of their geographical location or
socioeconomic development, as shown by the data collected by the International Disasters
Database for the period 1900-2018 (CRED, 2020). This is the main reason why flood risk
management has become an essential tool from both a social and economic perspective,
with the objective of reducing losses associated with both factors. Furthermore, urban
historical centers are characterized by the presence of multiple types of cultural heritage
sites, which give it a priceless value upon the consideration of the impossibility of the
restoration or recovery of the possible damage caused by natural hazards, in this specific
case, by river flooding. This abovementioned duality, but also mainly the irreversibility, of
flood damage on cultural heritage (which cannot be reproduced once it has been destroyed)
makes the prediction and assessment of the flood risks that may affect these sites a critical
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task for their preservation. Given this situation, the first natural disaster management
strategies that included cultural heritage among its objectives began to be developed in the
1990s. Among these initiatives, one could highlight the “Carta del Rischio” [1], which has
been developed by the Italian Central Institute for Restoration since 1992, or the “Noah’s
Ark” project of the European Union [2], launched in 2002. At specific sites, only a few works
provide applications to case studies at different scales (from regional to local scales) [3-7].

After assessing direct tangible damage (i.e., the direct damage resulting from the
physical contact of floodwater with property and its contents), it was found that the
economic flood losses have been increasing throughout the past half-century. In the last
decade (2008-2018), the economic losses associated with floods exceeded 35 billion USD [8]
and, within this period, the flood losses exceeded 19 billion USD in 2012 alone [9-11].

The design, sizing, implementation and effectiveness of flood damage mitigation
measures require rigorous risk analyses [12]. Within the aspects that a flood risk analysis in-
cludes, the greatest technical efforts are usually concentrated on flood hazard assessments.
Flood vulnerability analysis is the other determining factor regarding the correct estima-
tion of risk, mainly from the use of magnitude-damage models (e.g., [13—19]). Since the
most common methods of flood hazard analysis are based on hydrological and hydraulic
models [20], the greatest uncertainties and sources of error may come from the input data
to these models. In the case of hydraulic or hydrodynamic models, the geometry of the
channel (topography and bathymetry) [21-24], the boundary conditions (roughness, flow
regime, etc. [25]) and the Manning’s roughness coefficient (e.g., [26-28]) are determinants
of the goodness of the model and results. In short, the effectiveness of risk mitigation may
depend on the correct estimation of parameters such as the roughness of the terrain surface
and the detailed bathymetric characterization of the riverbed.

In addition to the key points mentioned above, the urban character of cities” historical
centers must be taken into account. This latter characteristic determines the preferred flow
direction of floods inside the urban areas, turning the streets into improvised river channels.
To achieve all these objectives, it is essential to have topographic data that are capable of
reproducing the geometry and variability of the terrain [22,24,29,30], with the information
coming from LiDAR (light detection and ranging) sensors being the most widely used
today to derive DEMs (digital elevation models). However, most LiDAR data are not
capable of reproducing the river channel morphology due to its inability to penetrate water
bodies. Airborne LiDAR sensors (one of the possible sources of LIDAR data) are usually
not capable of penetrating water bodies (turbid, turbulent or deep streams and rivers), but
they constitute the most common LiDAR data due to their cost-effectiveness for wide areas
relative to other LiDAR sources. In fact, as is discussed by Kinzel et al. [31], the available
bathymetric LIDAR techniques are usually not designed for shallow waters and are not
optimized for providing the spatial resolution necessary for mapping small-to-medium-
sized rivers.

However, an accurate representation of river bathymetry (bed topography) plays a
critical role in multiple hydrologic and hydraulic applications, including but not limited
to flood modelling [23]. To solve these limitations, the acquisition of topographic data
through ground surveys and subsequent combination with subaerial LIDAR data may be
an efficient solution [32-34]. However, this approach has only been used for short river
reaches. When the river reach length increases, so do the logistical and cost considerations.
Therefore, under the scenario of long river reach study areas, it is common to use alternative
methods or models for estimating bathymetry for use in hydraulic or hydrologic analyses.
These alternative models assumed a general simplification of river bathymetric geometry,
both from the use of simple geometric shapes (triangular, trapezoidal or parabola for a
river cross-section) or from other geomorphological and hydraulic methods. The former
approach is more frequent [23,35-38]. From a hydraulic perspective, the horizontally
divided channel method (HDCM) was previously used [39,40] to solve the absence of
bathymetric data. The HDCM separately considered the flow above and below the bank
top and is a better option [39] for dividing the flow than the vertically divided channel
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method (VDCM) when the floodplain roughness is significantly greater than the channel
roughness. When the flow is horizontally divided, the lower part of the flow fits with the
bankfull flow (taken from the dominant discharge concept), which has a return period of
1-2 years according to the field observations of Wolman and Miller [41]. However, this
bankfull flow return period is dependent on local meteorological characteristics, thus it
ranges from about 2 years in the north of Spain to 5 or more years in the southern and
southeastern parts of the country. Once the bankfull flow is defined, it is detracted from the
inflow hydrograph. In the same way, Chone et al. [40] used LiDAR topography to subtract
the flow rate at the LIDAR date from the inflow hydrograph as a solution for the absence
of river bathymetric data.

Whatever the proposed methodology, model calibration (when possible) is one of the
main tasks that will ensure the quality of the results obtained. To carry out this calibration
process, the availability of field data related to the event to be reproduced is essential.
When this information is available, model calibration by varying the value of the Manning
coefficient is one of the most frequent approaches, which is described by Ardiclioglu and
Kuriqui [42]. However, valid information is not always available for the calibration of
hydraulic models. This situation is more frequent when we do not try to model a specific
event, but rather intend to model a design flow event that has a low frequency of occurrence
(high return period). In these cases, and in many others, the lack of available information
to calibrate the hydraulic models is compensated by the consideration of a benchmark
model against which the results obtained in the rest of the models will be compared [43].
In general, this control model is defined by the availability of more or better data for it.

Several studies have already shown that incorporating bathymetry provides more
accurate hydraulic simulations and flooding area estimations, which improve flood hazard
analysis at the same time as flood risk assessments. Therefore, the goal of this study was
not to reinforce these past findings but to try to open up another approach to improve
flood hazard assessment in floodplains, that is, improving flood hazard mapping and main
flow variables (flow depth) outside the main river channel (that is, into the flood plains)
through the use of calibrated but not “natural” values of Manning’s roughness coefficient.
In other words, we looked for a Manning value or range of values that compensated for
the effect that the absence of bathymetric data would have on the hydraulic modelling
results. This new approach was supported by the assumption that most flood-exposed
elements (people and goods) are located out of the river channel and not inside it; therefore,
the flow parameters (depth and velocity) in the river channel are not really key points for
flood hazard assessment in most cases. Under these assumptions, the use of two LiDAR
DEMs (with and without bathymetric data) for the Douro River reach in Zamora city
(Spain) allowed us to calibrate a Manning’s roughness coefficient for the main river channel
(which is consistent with the value obtained previously from three cross-sections of the
river) so that the flooded area and the flow depth in the floodplain converged with the
results obtained in the control (or benchmark) model. The hydrodynamic model using the
calibrated value show very similar flooded areas, as well as flow parameters (both for the
500-year and 100-year return period peak flows); thus, it can be used for flood hazard and
risk assessment. Furthermore, the results of this new approach were compared with results
from previous methodological approaches, such as the modified inflow hydrographs.
Moreover, the approach proposed here can be replicated for any kind of river and it is
cost-saving, as it does not require large ground surveys.

2. Study Area and Data Description

This study focused on comparing the flood area extension over different hydrody-
namic models, where Manning’s roughness coefficient was changed in a calibration process.
The study area comprises the Douro River reach in Zamora city (Spain), where most of
the historical urban center is located on the right side of Douro River, but the urban center
located on the left side is developed over lower-lying and flood-prone areas. The Douro
River reach in Zamora (Figure 1A) is 7 km long with a mean width of 225 m, and is char-
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acterized by a relatively deep, sand-clayey channel with some fully vegetated sandy bars
and with several meanders and a flat floodplain.
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Figure 1. The study area and cultural heritage sites location map (A). The digital elevation model (DEM) from LiDAR data
(B) not showing bathymetry, which was included from echo sounders with a D-GPS (C). Example of a cross-section flow

depth calibration (D).

Topographic LiDAR data [44] are publicly available in the form of point cloud files,
which are filtered and classified following the American Society for Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing (ASPRS) standard classification. The vertical accuracy of the LiDAR data
used in this study is reported to be lower than 20 cm [44]. The terrain and building types
of the LiDAR classification were used to derive the different DEMs. Due to the absence of
LiDAR data in the main river channel (since water has low reflectance), it was modelled
using a second-order polynomial interpolation of multiple LiDAR cross-sections. Each of
these sections presented a height equal to the minimum LiDAR point value and had a length
that was restricted to channel boundaries. Although a spline and a third-order polynomial
interpolation were tried, the second-order one was chosen because it provided a smooth
and downstream-constant slope surface. Bathymetry data were obtained in the form of
cross-section measurements that were obtained from boat-mounted echo sounders with
D-GPS (differential global positioning system) data acquisition. Both sets of topographic
data were combined into a 1 m spatial resolution to create a final DEM (Figure 1C), which
was considered to be the “real scenario” (or benchmark scenario). On the other hand, a
LiDAR point cloud was also interpolated in the absence of bathymetric data into a 1 m
spatial resolution DEM (Figure 1B), which was considered to be the “LiDAR scenario”.

The peak flow values that were used for the hydrodynamic models were obtained
from a streamflow gauge at the upstream location of the Douro River reach. A generalized
extreme values (GEV) distribution was fitted to the annual maximum flow time series, and
the 500-year return period peak flow value (2274 m3 s~ 1) was selected for our analysis upon
the assumption that this value can be considered as a low-frequency or “extraordinary”
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flood event. To test the efficiency and validity of the proposal, a second peak flow value
was selected: in this case, the peak flow value associated with a return period of 100 years
(1872 m3 s~1). The reason for not selecting a lower peak flow value, therefore one that was
more contrasted with the 500-year return period, was the need for the hydraulic model to
include the overflow of the main channel in the flood plain. This need was based on the
premise that the usefulness of our proposal is only fulfilled in the floodplain, and therefore,
in both cases (different peak flows), the floodplain should be affected.

Finally, PNOA ortho-photographs from 2017 (0.25 m of spatial resolution) were used
in combination with a field survey to define the value of Manning’s roughness coefficient
(Manning’s n); this map was created for the whole study area at a scale of 1:4.000. It
contains ten different roughness units, each of which was assigned a unique Manning’s
n according to previously proposed tables [45,46]. For the “real scenario”, a Manning’s
roughness coefficient value of 0.027 was assigned for the Douro River’s main channel. All
other Manning’s roughness coefficient values related to each terrain surface unit were
calculated and were kept constant throughout the calibration process.

3. Methodology

Figure 2 shows the full methodological approach that was used to define the best
calibrated Manning’s # value in the river channel, which allowed us to map the flooded
area and hydraulic conditions in the absence of bathymetric data.
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Figure 2. Flow chart of the full methodological approach that was used in the Manning’s # value calibration process, from
data sources until the calibrated vs. control scenarios comparison.

The entire methodology and analysis that was carried out to obtain the calibrated
Manning’s n value that best reproduced (in the absence of bathymetric data) the hy-
draulic conditions and the flooded area in the floodplain associated with a flood event
relative to the benchmark model (availability of bathymetric data) was based on a simple
premise: the flow through the channel can be expressed in a simplified form from the

following equation:
Q=A=xY, (1)
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where Q is the total flow (m> s~1), A is the cross-sectional area (m?) and V is the mean flow
velocity (m s 1).

Starting from this equation, if the absence of bathymetric data meant a decrease in
the cross-sectional area of the channel, an increase in the flow velocity of the water in the
channel could compensate for the reduction in area and thus allow the flow rate that was
circulating through the channel to remain constant. This approach is shown graphically in
Figure 3.

Figure 3. Basic conceptual diagram for the calibration of the parameter n, assuming that the flow rate
(Q) is a function of the cross-sectional area of the channel (A; and A;) and the mean flow velocity (V
and Vj, which, in turn, is dependent on the Manning’s # values (n; and ny)). The size of the symbols
identifying the variables is directly related to the magnitude of the variables.

3.1. Comparison of Bathymetric Representation

Comparisons of MDE differences and flow depth differences as input and output
parameters of the hydrodynamic modelling were carried out. The first of the comparison
processes allowed us to quantify the spatially distributed cross-sectional area reduction
due to the non-availability of LIDAR data on submerged areas of the main channel. The
second one allowed us to spatially assess the distributed differences in flow depth value,
as well as to select the optimal model (“LiDAR scenario” plus “best Manning’s 1 value”) to
simulate the flood hazard levels relative to the results of the original, or control, model.

The errors in the bathymetric representation for the “LiDAR scenario” and “real
scenario” were compared both using an arithmetic subtraction between the two models
(Figure 4A) to obtain a difference value for each pixel of the model and by calculating the
mean absolute error (MAE), as shown in Equation (2):

_ Yin,[He — Hy

MAE = . @)

where Hj is the elevation of the ith cell for the “LiDAR scenario” DEM, H; is the elevation
of the ith cell for the “real scenario” DEM and n. is the number of cells used for the analysis.
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Figure 4. Topographic differences between the “real scenario” and the “LiDAR scenario” (A), where
green colors show lower differences and red colors show higher topographic differences. A grouping
analysis (B) of the errors without spatial constraints showed a non-uniform pattern.

3.2. Hydraulic Modelling and Calibration Process

The hydrodynamic modelling for all configurations was performed using 2D Iber
software [47], which is a two-dimensional mathematical unsteady flow model that is used
to simulate the free surface flow in rivers and estuaries and employs a high-resolution finite
volume as a numerical method to solve the depth-averaged 2D shallow water equations,
also known as Saint Venant equations. Iber software requires a geometric description of
the channel in the form of a 3D mesh for performing hydraulic computations. Only the
hydraulic modelling of peak flows was carried out, as these peak flows were related to
maximum flooded area extension.

The calibration process was carried out in a similar way to a sensitivity analysis of
the hydrodynamic model to changes in the Manning’s n parameter. The extreme values of
the Manning’s n for the Duero riverbed were, on the one hand, a minimum value of 0.001,
and on the other hand, a maximum value of 0.027 (similar to the value used in the “real
scenario”). No higher values of the Manning’s n were considered on the basis that, with
the same value of surface roughness parameter and a decrease in the cross-sectional area
of the channel (due to the absence of bathymetric data in the “LiDAR scenario”), both the
flooded area and the flow depth values should be clearly higher than the one obtained in
the “real scenario”, which here was considered the benchmark model. To complement and
complete the analysis, two other scenarios were considered for comparison with the control
model. On the one hand, a model with a variable and spatially distributed Manning’s n
value was considered (which was obtained from the previous models using the Manning’s
n value that showed the best fit for each of the pixels within the river channel, as is shown
in Figure 5). Second, the HDCM model, as applied by Chone et al. [40], was considered by
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subtracting the flow value at the date of acquisition of the LiDAR topography from the
peak flow value of the 500- and 100-year return period.

Best Manning’s n value
e 0001 ® 0.012 © 0.015 @ 0.020

® 0.010 » 0.013 = 0.016 ® 0.027
® 0.011 0.014 » 0.018

Figure 5. Map showing the spatial distribution of the Manning’s n value best fit option along the
Douro River channel in Zamora city, Spain. The Manning’s #n value best fit was found from the
relationship between the channel bathymetry differences (“real scenario”-“LiDAR scenario”) and
the flow depth differences.

As the present approach is only useful for floodplain areas and not for river channels,
the data collected for the calibration process were located in the Douro river floodplain.
The results of different Manning’s n values inside the river channel were also compared to
the benchmark model to achieve a spatially distributed Manning model where Manning’s
n value inside the river channel varied for each model cell. Manning’s 1 value is dependent
on which model (with a constant value of Manning within the channel) performed best in
the comparison against the control (or benchmark) model.

3.3. Comparison of Hydrodynamic Model Outputs

To evaluate the suitability of the different hydrodynamic models that were generated
in the calibration process, the flow depth parameter was selected since it was the most
commonly used parameter for flood risk analysis through magnitude-damage models
as a flood vulnerability approach. The hydraulic outputs (flow depth) generated by
the Iber software were exported into geo-referenced ASCII raster files (*.asc files) for
each of the “LiDAR scenario + Manning’s n value” models, and further outputs were
compared to the benchmark model generated using the “real scenario” topography in the
GIS software ESRI® ArcGIS 10.6.1. Spatially distributed flow depth differences between
calibrated models and the control model, as well as random sample creation and geo-
statistical analysis input parameter calculations, were also generated inside the ESRI®
ArcGIS environment.

The analysis of different results started with descriptive statistics of the flow depth
value differences between the “LiDAR scenario” models (with different Manning’s n
values) and the “real scenario” in the set of random samples (nearly 7000 random points
for the 500-year return period peak flow and around 3600 random points for the 100-year
return period). The mean, median, mode, standard deviation, variance and Nash-Sutcliffe
efficiency index were calculated and compared for analysis purposes. Box plots were used
to explore the spatial distribution behavior of different levels of depth errors. First, error
location points were classified depending on the distance to the river bank with classes of
100 m width. Then, a boxplot was graphed for each spatial class. Distance bands to the
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river were computed using the Near ArcMap tool [48]. The Matplotlib library [49] from
Phyton software was used to perform a descriptive and graphical statistical analysis.
The Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency (NSE) index was used as given in Equation (3):

n 2
_ i=1(Dm — Do)
NSE =1 - =& —
ie1(Do — Do)

®)

where Dy, is the flow depth value of the modelled “LiDAR scenario”, D, is the flow depth
value in the “real scenario” and D, is the mean flow depth value for the “real scenario”.
Furthermore, the flood inundation extent that resulted from each calibrated Manning’s
n model was also compared with the “real scenario” model using the F-statistic, as given
in Equation (4):
ALy
AL+ Ay — ALy

where A; is the observed inundation area (inundation area of the reference model in
this case, “real scenario”), A, is the modelled inundation area (“LiDAR scenario”) and
Aj, is the area that is common to both the “real scenario” and the “LiDAR scenario”
inundation maps.

The F-statistic index, which was previously used in [23,29,50-52], allowed us to
compare floods throughout the inundation extent resulting from each hydrodynamic
model, where the hydrodynamic models differed was in the bathymetry data (as previously
used) or in the Manning’s n value at the main river reach (as was used here). A value of
100 meant a perfect match between the observed and predicted areas of inundation, and a
lower F indicated a discrepancy between the two.

F statistic = x 100 4)

4. Results and Discussion
4.1. “Real Scenario” vs. “LiDAR Scenario” Bathymetric Differences

The use of the MAE index on a random sample of 3000 points (located in the river
channel, independent of the samples obtained in the floodplain) made it possible to estimate
the error in the bathymetry data between the “real scenario” and the “LiDAR scenario”.
The MAE index adopted a value of 1.57 m. This was not surprising if we consider the type
of riverbed that the Douro River had in the study area under analysis. However, when
transferring the MAE index value to the average width of the river’s cross-section, we
obtained a reduction in the cross-sectional area of 353.25 m2. This reduction in the cross-
section could cause a reduction in the flow capacity of the channel of 353.25-529.87 m? s !
at times when the flow was medium-low and its average speed could be considered to be
between 1-1.5 m s~ 1. At times of flooding, when the average speed of the water could rise
to values of 3 m s~! or more, the reduction in the flow capacity in the channel could rise to
values of 1059 m® s~! or even more.

The absolute error in bathymetric data between the “real scenario” and the “LiDAR
scenario” ranged from 0-4.115 m at the Douro River reach, and it showed a clear trend from
the river banks to its centerline (Figure 4A). At the same time, a more irregular pattern was
observed in the downstream direction, where the application of a grouping analysis over
the spatial distribution of errors in bathymetry did not show clear trends when no spatial
constraints were used (compare with spatial constraints, such as K-nearest neighbors or
Delaunay triangulation techniques, which show artificial grouping due to the requirements
of spatial constraints between points in the same group). When no spatial constraints were
used, the grouping of the random sample points could be related to the “riffle and pools”
longitudinal profile shape (Figure 4B) of natural rivers.

All previous data pointed out the importance of bathymetric data for the correct
hydrodynamic modelling of the flow event flooding area, as well as the uncertainty of
flood parameter results when using LiDAR data without a bathymetric data improvement.
In this sense, Cook and Merwade [29] previously pointed out this problem when they
showed a reduction of between 5 and 20% in flooded areas when bathymetric data were
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combined with LiDAR data, with this reduction range being based on the channel type
and hydrodynamic model (1D or 2D). In the same way, Saleh et al. [53] highlight that, in
the context of determining water levels at a specific location, the difference in bathymetry
could be very important. Furthermore, they also noted how this difference may be more
evident when we use DEMs or remote sensing techniques to identify river geometry at
the regional scale since it is difficult to obtain an accurate bathymetric river representation.
Other assessments [23] pointed towards the same conclusion, but there is no quantification
of the dependence between bathymetric errors and flooded area differences.

4.2. Manning’s n Value Calibration

The Manning’s n value calibration process was carried out first for the 500-year
return period peak flow, and it was done in two steps. First, focusing on a cost-saving
approach that would allow its application in places with very different socio-economic
development, the calibration was carried out based on the results obtained in a series of
cross-sections of the Douro River. At the location of each cross-section, a hydrodynamic
model was generated and a best fit Manning’s n value model was defined (Figure 1D). A
non-homogeneous Manning’s n value for each cross-section was found, which pointed
towards the assumed hydrodynamic simplification when we use a homogeneous surface
roughness coefficient for the whole river reach. This point is discussed later.

From the different best fit Manning’s #n values of each cross-section, a mean value of
n = 0.015 was obtained. However, given the non-homogeneous results obtained in the
previous step, a second calibration phase was carried out.

In this second phase, the hydrodynamic model was extended throughout the study
area. The latter aspect favored the achievement of multiple objectives, such as the rapid
comparison of results in the location of the river cross-sections that were used in the first
calibration phase. However, it also allowed for statistical and geostatistical analyses of the
results to be carried out to achieve a better understanding of them in such a way that one
could finally obtain a selection, based on scientific criteria, of the hydrodynamic model
based on the “LiDAR scenario” topography and the best value (or range of values) of
Manning’s n coefficient.

As a complement to the above, the results obtained from two other models were
analyzed. On the one hand, use was made of a model that presented a variable spatial
distribution in the value of the roughness coefficient in the channel (obtained from the
roughness values that offered a better adjustment relative to the control model, i.e., the
“real scenario”, for each point in the channel). On the other hand, a model with a roughness
coefficient value of 0.027 was considered (similar to the control model), albeit with a
reduced peak flow value (from 2274 to 2114 m3 s~!) depending on the measured flow rate
at the date of acquisition of the LiDAR data.

The calibration, optimization and validation of the parameters in the models require
having observational elements of calibration, such as the existence of a gauging station
with its available stage—discharge curve in the case of the hydraulic models [54,55]; the
existence of stage water plaques of historical floods with a known peak flow value; or
other types of high-water marks, such as paleo-hydrological evidence (slackwater deposits
or dendro-geomorphological floods [56]). In addition, it is not sufficient to have a single
element for calibration because different combinations of parameters can give convergent
results at one point; rather, multiple points are needed to adjust them, and these are not
always available [28]. In fact, as pointed out by Hawker et al. [43], the availability of
observational elements of calibration is not possible in many cases.

However, the readjustment of compensation between parameters, which is the strategy
followed in this work, made it possible to compensate for the deficiencies in bathymetry
by readjusting the roughness in a relatively simple way that was applicable to any section
or situation, whether or not there were calibration elements.

In short, the methodological approach adopted, although it can be complemented with
other approaches, is an innovative strategy that can substantially improve hydrodynamic
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models, hazard analyses, risk assessments and, finally, the effectiveness of flood risk
mitigation measures. Evidently, this was all done in places where there was no bathymetric
information and where such information could not be obtained, and only for the floodplain,
not for the river channel.

4.3. Flow Depth Models Analysis and Optimal Model Selection

The hydrodynamic output parameter of flow depth, which was derived from each
Manning’s n value calibration model that was constructed upon the topography of the
“LiDAR scenario” model, was compared to the control model, i.e., the so-called “real
scenario”. First, the global results were analyzed both as flow depth differences and as
flood area extensions by using descriptive statistics parameters, such as mean, median,
variance or standard deviation, and with the use of the Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency index and
the F-statistic index. All these statistical indexes are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Statistical data about Manning’s # value calibration process, considering both hydrodynamic outputs, namely, flow

depth and flooding area.
Mean Median Mode Sizr;:;fi Variance F-Statistic NSE Index
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.001 0.231 0.417 0.100 —0.110 0.174 81.76 0.9976
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.010 0.024 0.326 0.026 0.050 0.106 91.94 0.9998
LiDAR Scenario + 1 = 0.011 0.000 0.311 0.010 0.050 0.096 92.30 0.9976
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.012 —0.029 0.298 —0.007 0.050 0.089 92.68 0.9860
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.013 —0.061 0.287 —0.027 0.050 0.082 93.19 0.9944
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.014 —0.094 0.280 —0.045 0.050 0.079 93.46 0.9727
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.015 —0.130 —0.073 0.030 0.269 0.073 93.92 0.9994
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.016 —0.169 —0.106 0.040 0.263 0.069 93.34 0.9985
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.018 —0.251 0.257 —0.191 —0.182 0.066 91.11 0.9953
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.020 —0.332 0.254 —0.314 —0.312 0.065 89.10 0.9920
LiDAR Scenario + n = 0.027 —0.641 0.260 —0.660 —0.750 0.068 84.19 0.9236
LiDAR Scenario + ndistrib 0.010 0.005 0.050 0.316 0.100 93.05 0.9981
real Scenario + Q reduced + n = 0.027 —0.393 —0.407 —0.416 0.258 0.067 87.65 0.9894

From the analysis of the simulation points as a function of the flow depth values,
it was found that the differences between the “real scenario” and the “LiDAR scenario
(Manning’s n value = 0.011)” had the lowest mean deviation, with a perfect average fit
(0.000); the lowest median deviation results were found for the “LiDAR scenario (spatially
distributed Manning’s n value)”, which slightly underestimated the flow depth (0.005); the
lowest mode value was related to the scenario with Manning’s n value equal to 0.012; the
variance of the deviation had a random behavior.

The Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency index was calculated as one minus the ratio of the error
variance of the modelled hydrodynamic output divided by the variance of the observed
hydrodynamic output. In our assessment, the output was the flow depth parameter.

The NSE index showed very similar values for almost all of the hydrodynamic models.
The best value was associated with the hydrodynamic model with a Manning’s n value
of 0.010, but the differences relative to other models (like models with n = 0.015, 0.016 or
a spatially distributed n value) were not significant. All models showed high values of
the NSE; therefore, the error variance of the modelled hydrodynamic outputs was much
lower than the actual variance of the “real scenario” hydrodynamic model flow depth
parameter. From the results of the NSE index, it was difficult to make the selection of the
best Manning’s calibrated hydrodynamic model.

Just as the results of the flow depth parameter given by the NSE index were not fully
significant to select the best calibrated hydrodynamic model option, the results from the
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F-statistic index (Table 1) produced the same result. The F-statistic index showed many
close values for the hydrodynamic models, with Manning’s n value ranging from 0.010 to
0.018 (always above a value of 90), with the best value of the F-statistic index linked to the
Manning’s # value of 0.015. The F-statistic improvement from Manning’s n value of 0.010
to 0.015 was only about 1.5%.

As a conclusion, we could say that the analysis of the flow depth results from all cali-
brated models not giving us a strong criterion for the better option selection means that all
models using Manning’s n values ranging from 0.010 to 0.016 may be suitable to reproduce
the conditions shown by the control model, i.e., the “real scenario” hydrodynamic model.
The results shown by these models were similar in quality to those obtained by the use of
the variable and spatially distributed Manning n value model, and they were better than
the result shown by the HDCM approach. Based on the results obtained up to this point, a
second phase of flow depth values analysis was necessary and a geo-statistical approach
was carried out, where the distance to the main river channel was taken into account for
the flow depth analysis.

When the results were analyzed as a function of the distance to the riverbanks
(Figure 6), less deviation was also observed for the LiDAR scenario models with Man-
ning’s n values ranging from 0.011 to 0.015 (the model with an n value of 0.016 began
to show a slight deviation towards flow depth overestimation). From the best-calibrated
models, those linked to a Manning’s n value equal to 0.013 or 0.014 probably showed the
lowest dispersion against the zero error line.

LiDAR Scenario + n=0.001 LiDAR Scenario + n=0.01 LiDAR Scenaric + n=0.011
LiDAR Scenario + n=0.012 LiDAR Scenario + n=0.013 LiDAR Scenario + n=0.014
LiDAR Scenario + n=0.015 LiDAR Scenario + n=0.016 LiDAR Scenario + n=0.020
LiDAR Scenario + n=0.027 LiDAR Scenario + n=variable n LiDAR Scenario (Q-reduced)

200

400 600 800 1000 0 200 400 600 800 1000 O 200 400 600 800 1000
Distance to channel river bank (m)

Figure 6. Scatter plot graphical representation of the relationship between the variable flow depth and distance to the
riverbank for different Manning’s # value calibrated models. The red line shows an error equal to zero and the black line

shows a logarithmic fitting to the point values.

If the analysis of flow depth values was carried out in intervals of distance from the
riverbanks (Figure 7), the scenarios that best adjusted the intervals of maximum-minimum
deviation were also those ranging from Manning’s n value equal to 0.010 to 0.014. The
“LiDAR scenario (Manning’s n value = 0.010)” showed the best results for shorter distances
from the riverbank, with a very good fit for distances from 0 to 150 m. The “LiDAR scenario
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Figure 7. Box plot graphics showing the relationship between the flow depth errors and the distance to the riverbank
(within 50 m intervals). Positive errors were related to the underestimation of the flow depth value by the calibrated model,
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(Manning’s n value = 0.012)” gave the best results for distances from 150-300 m off the
riverbank. Moreover, the “LiDAR scenario (Manning’s n value = 0.013)” showed a good
fit for all distances up to 300 m. However, for distances over 300 m, the “LiDAR scenario
(Manning’s n value = 0.014)” probably showed the best fit from the range of different
Manning’s n values calibrated. For this model, most of the error in the flow depth value
lay within an interval of & 10-12 cm, although this error increased to 15-20 cm when we
got close to the riverbank. All these models substantially improved the results obtained in
the model in which the natural value of Manning’s parameter n was maintained.
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and vice versa.

When we analyzed the results that were associated with the spatially distributed Man-
ning’s parameter n model and those associated with the HDCM model, we observed that
in both cases, the results were better than those associated with the model that preserved
the natural value of Manning’s n parameter. However, in neither case did the results
approach the best of the models with a constant and calibrated Manning’s n value. Thus,
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the HDCM model was one of the worst performers in this study. The bad performance
of the HDCM model may have been due to the large difference between flow rates on
the date of the LiDAR data and the 500-year return period peak flow, as well as the likely
significant differences in flow velocity in each case, where the higher flow velocities would
require less of a channel cross-sectional area (Figure 3). On the other hand, the model
with a spatially distributed Manning’s n value provided a very good fit with the control
model (“real scenario”) of up to about 500 m distance from the channel; however, at fur-
ther distances, it underestimated the flow depth more than the models with a constant
Manning’s n parameter and values between 0.013 and 0.015. Therefore, if the risk is to be
assessed at a short distance because this is where the exposed and vulnerable elements are
located (farms, transport infrastructure, etc.), the scenario “LiDAR scenario (Manning's
n value = 0.011)” or the spatial distributed Manning’s n value model are of interest, while
if risk analysis is to be carried out for elements distant from the riverbed (homes and towns
far from the river but within a flood zone), the scenario “LiDAR scenario (Manning’s n
value = 0.012 to 0.015)” can be used. This gives rise to an interesting discussion on the need
to use different roughness indices depending on the flow rate and its return period, as
some authors have already pointed out (but in the opposite direction to these results [55]).
This variation in the parameters and indices to be used in hydrological and hydraulic
models depending on the magnitude of the event has already been described extensively
in the scientific-technical literature for other parameters, such as initial abstractions (curve
number) as a function of precipitation intensity.

The coefficient of water bottom friction was investigated extensively and is known
to depend on the particle sizes of materials on the river bed. There have been many
studies on friction parameter estimation, especially on a relationship between estimated
Manning’s coefficients and river bed conditions. These range from the classical tables
and lists [57,58], to present-day estimations using fractals and connectivity [59,60] from
remote sensing information [61], as well as including visual guides [45] and technical
determination procedures [62,63]; all of these methods can be grouped in two kinds of
approaches: (i) grain size-roughness relationships for different river bottom patches or
polygons and (ii) micro-topographical analyses of bathymetrical data.

The first group is used in technical reports and studies of large river reaches for
hydrodynamic modelling and civil engineering; the second group is usual in scientific
detailed studies of small river channels for geomorphological and ecological analysis.
Both approaches are necessary and complementary because they depend on the scale and
objectives of roughness estimation. However, it is very important to quantify predictive un-
certainty in the hydrodynamic modelling of shallow water flow in response to uncertainty
in friction parameterization [64].

However, in any case, a fully spatially distributed Manning’s coefficient based upon
the physical characteristics of terrain (mainly the riverbed characteristics) was not achieved
due to the complex distribution and the high degree of spatial variability in the physical
characteristics of the terrain (grain-size and micro-topography distributions) and vegetation.
This objective is already feasible for floodplains [61] by using UAVs, but not for the
submerged areas of river channels.

Based on the whole scope of the results of our analysis, the use of a spatially distributed
Manning’s 1 value became necessary. Manning’s n value is usually calibrated within a river
reach using a uniform value for all reaches, although the use of non-uniform values was
pointed out by previous studies [65] that used a different Manning’s # value for each river
reach at the Lower Tapi River (India) to get the best-fit calibrated HEC-RAS model. In this
sense, Attari and Hosseini [66] showed a methodological framework for the automatic river
segmentation into different river reaches that were fitted with a non-uniform Manning’s
n value. Both approaches were utilized prior to the use of a non-uniform value for the
roughness coefficient along a sequential river reach segmentation, but they did not use a
real spatially distributed Manning’s n value. Although a more complete study of spatially
distributed values of Manning’s n parameter would be necessary and convenient, the
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approximation to its use that was carried out in the present study did not show significantly
better results than those of the other models considered.

In our methodological approach, we used the 500-year return period peak flow to
develop the methodological framework, while the 100-year return period peak flow was
used as the test model. The statistical results of the test model (Table S1 in Supplementary
Materials) showed a slight difference from the 500-year return period peak flow model.
A similar dependence on the statistic used was observed relative to the hydraulic model,
which offered better results compared to the control model. The geostatistical analysis
of results for the test model, considering the distance from the riverbank, showed very
similar trends (Figures S1 and S2) to those related to the 500-year return period. Therefore,
the scatter plot of Figure S1 shows that the best fit with the control (or benchmark) model
was linked to Manning’s n value in the range of 0.014-0.016. The results of the box plot
(Figure S2), which were the same as for 500-year return period models, showed differences
in the best fit that was linked to the distance to the riverbank. As discussed above, the best
fit for shorter distances was obtained with a lower Manning’s n value (about 0.011), while
for distances equal to or greater than 500 m, the model that offered the best results was
possibly the one with a Manning’s n value of 0.016. As for the 500-year return period, the
test model linked to the HDCM approach showed an overestimation of the flow depth
values for all distances to the riverbank. For all hydraulic models related to the 100-year
return period, an increase in uncertainty could be observed at further distances from the
riverbank, which was due to the smaller flooding area at the floodplain (and the consequent
lower number of sample points at further distances) than the one related to the 500-year
return period models.

In general, we observed that the best-fitting Manning’s n value increased slightly
from the methodological developed model (500-year return period peak flow) to the
methodological test model (100-year return period peak flow). However, taking this into
account, the optimal range of Manning’s #n value from 0.014 to 0.016 could be defined.
Within this range of Manning’s n value, the flow depth errors in the river floodplain were
drastically reduced from the model without bathymetry data and a “normal” (0.027 in the
study site) Manning’s n value.

The results from the two peak flows considered in the present assessment point
towards the validation of our methodological approach, and the usefulness of using a
calibrated and reduced values of Manning’s n coefficient where the topography of the
riverbed is not available and its acquisition lies outside the economic budget of flood
risk managers.

4.4. Local Results at Cultural Heritage Sites in Zamora (Spain)

Beyond the results of the overall study area (with or without riverbank distance
dependence), some control points (Figure 8) that are linked to different housing types in
Zamora city were used for the result quality analysis of the Manning’s-n-value-calibrated
models. Four control points were selected, representing different types of buildings in
the vicinity of the city of Zamora. Checkpoints 1 and 3 represented buildings in an urban
environment with a high building density, checkpoint 2 corresponded to a cultural heritage
site (chapel) and, finally, checkpoint 4 corresponded to a house that was isolated among
agricultural fields.

In all cases, the absence of bathymetric data in the peak flow hydraulic modelling
implied a flow depth overestimation ranging from 50 to 75 cm, where no process of artificial
modification of the Manning’s n value (calibrated model with n = 0.027) was carried out.
These flow depth errors could be drastically reduced through the Manning’s n value
calibration process, as shown in Figure 8. However, as was also observed previously, the
results obtained at the four control points did not show complete homogeneity. Again, the
range of values between 0.010 and 0.014 seemed to show the best results overall. However,
depending on the spatial location of the control point, it was observed that values lower
than 0.010 could also give optimal results, but values higher than 0.014 did not. The
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selection of only four locations may not be representative for the whole study area, and
the previously exposed results (where the best fit was obtained for the Manning’s # value
ranging between 0.014 to 0.016) had greater confidence, but they were illustrative of the
overestimation of flow depth in the absence of bathymetric data without some kind of
calibration process.
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Figure 8. Local Manning’s n value calibration results at control points in Zamora city. The upper and lower graphs show
flow depth values for each calibrated model, where the red line shows the flow depth value for the control model, i.e., the

“real scenario”.

By transferring these differences in flow depth to the analysis of direct economic
damage caused by floods, they can lead to significant differences in damage estimates.
Thus, based on a widely used magnitude—damage model [15], we found that a difference
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in the flow depth of 50-75 cm could lead to a variation in the direct damage estimates of
25-30%. From the same model, we could estimate that, if we associated an average error of
10 cm with the calibrated model with n = 0.014, the error in the damage estimate would
be around 6%. These percentages of economic direct damage can vary depending on the
non-linearity of the distribution of flood damage associated with the flow depth value,
as well as the damage model used. Wagenaar et al. [67] pointed out that the resulting
uncertainties in estimated damage (due to different models) are in the order of magnitude
of a factor of 2 to 5.

Furthermore, from the results obtained, it can be seen that the use of a reduced or
lower (relative to that which is naturally associated with the characteristics of the riverbed)
Manning’s #n value between 0.011 and 0.016 could lead to an error in the estimation of the
flow depth that was no more than 25 cm, which, transferred to the estimation of direct
damage, meant an approximate damage value error of 12%. Therefore, the use of an
artificially lower Manning’s n value could reduce the error in estimating flood damage
by half. Therefore, this can be an interesting starting point for the improvement of flood
damage estimates in areas without bathymetric data availability (even taking into account
the fact that obtaining bathymetric data will always be the best option to achieve the best
results). Furthermore, it could serve to carry out hazard analyses and, therefore, more
personalized risk analyses depending on the elements at risk to be analyzed and their
distances from the riverbanks.

However, from a practical point of view, this would introduce complexity into the
systematic production of hazard and risk mapping, such as those of FEMA [68] in the USA,
SNCZI [69] in Spain, or the Flood Factor [70], also in the USA. At the same time, it would
give dynamism and ease of updating to large-scale local studies, which are optimal for
urban areas or vulnerable infrastructures (large dams, nuclear power stations, industrial
complexes, etc.).

5. Conclusions

The present manuscript shows a new approach for improving flood hazard maps
where bathymetric data are not available (or they are scarce, such as a few cross-sections
for the whole river reach). The proposed solution to this unavailability of bathymetric data
is valid for river floodplains but not inside the river main channel. Unlike the approaches
based on the generation of simplified bathymetric shapes, or the hydraulic corrections
(HDCM model), the proposal of this manuscript was based on the calibration of the
Manning’s n value (roughness surface index). This calibration point toward the use of
abnormally low values for a natural channel sought to compensate for the reduction in the
channel cross-section area using an increase of the flow velocity in the channel itself. The
main conclusions that can be derived from this study are as follows:

- The results obtained show a clear improvement when compared to the direct use of
LiDAR topographic information combined with a Manning’s #n value according to
the characteristics of the river channel studied. The results from the methodological
developed model (500-year return period peak flow) and the methodological testing
model (100-year return period peak flow) converged toward a range of Manning’s
n values from 0.014 to 0.016, which is far from the 0.027 that is selected based on
the Douro River reach characteristics. A slight uncertainty in the best range of the
Manning’s n value was seen depending on the magnitude of the peak flow rate used.
The magnitude of the peak flow rate and the optimal Manning’s value show an inverse
relationship.

- For the case of the Douro River in Zamora, the results of the hydrodynamic modelling
under the “LiDAR scenario” and the “natural” Manning’s 7 value conditions (n = 0.027)
caused average errors of 50-75 cm in the flow depth estimation. By calibrating the
Manning’s n value, these average errors could be reduced to a value close to 10 cm.

- By transferring the errors in flow depth to the estimation of direct damage due to
floods (based on the widely used USACE damage magnitude model), we achieved a
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reduction in the error in the percentage of damage from values of 25-30% to errors
close to 5%.

- The results of the calibration of the Manning’s n value for the 500-year return period
peak flow showed that the best fit varied according to the distance from the riverbank
such that we could select different values of n (within a range between 0.011 and
0.014) depending on whether the area of greatest interest (in the hazard assessment)
was close to the channel (lower value of n) or far from it (higher value of n). In any
case, this implied the use of values of approximately half those used in real conditions.
In the case of the 100-year return period peak flow, the best option of Manning’s value
for areas far from the riverbank went up to 0.016.

- A uniform Manning’s n value (for the river channel) was used both for the control
“real scenario” and for each Manning’s n value calibrated model. However, a spatially
distributed Manning’s n value was used too, and the results, although good, did not
significantly improve on those obtained in the constant value models. In fact, it was
observed that this model offered better results for distances up to 550 m from the
riverbed, but at greater distances, the results worsen.

- A hydraulic approach, namely, the HDCM, was also used, but the results were far
from satisfactory. In fact, the results associated with this model were among the worst
of those obtained in the present study. This situation calls into question the usefulness
of this approach as a solution to the absence of bathymetric data in cases where the
flow rates (on the date of acquisition of the topographic data, and those associated
with the study) are very different.

- The present work is the first contribution to a methodological framework that should
be improved by applying it in other areas where the river characteristics (river slope,
channel typology, sinuosity, percentage of reduction of the channel cross-section, etc.)
are different from those shown in the present work. In this way, the objective of
having a range of Manning’s n values depending on the specific characteristics of the
study area could be achieved. This approach could represent an interesting scientific-
technical innovation in the analysis of flood risks. Furthermore, in the present state,
the use of “not natural lower Manning’s n value” was shown to be an optimal option
for the improvement of flood damage estimates in urban areas where there is no
availability of bathymetric data.
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Abbreviations

DEM Digital elevation model

FEMA  Federal Emergency Management Agency

HDCM  Horizontally divided channel method

LiDAR Light detection and ranging

MAE Mean absolute error

NSE Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency index

PNOA  Plan Nacional Orto-fotografia Aérea (Aerial Ortho-photography National Plan)

SNCZI  Sistema Nacional de Cartografia de Zonas Inundables (Flood Prone Areas Mapping National Plan)
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