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Supplementary Table S4. Description for the mood and response type behavioral categorical variables and “Mercalli” scales.
	Mercalli scale
	Mood/Attitude
	Mercalli scale
	Response type
	Attitude towards the element presented

	1
	Distracted
	1
	Hyporeactive
	Pays attentiona and moves towards other elements around, without paying attention to the elementsc presented in the test.

	2
	Dejected/Depressedb 
	1
	Hyporeactive
	Overall, body posture shows lowered head and neck, roundness to spine and tucked tail. It does not pay attention to any elements around.

	3
	Indifferent/Nonresponsive
	1
	Hyporeactive
	Normal posture. Pays no attention to the element presented, but it is not distracted by other elements around.

	4
	Calm
	2
	Neutral
	Does not get startled. Stands still. Pays attention to other elements around at the same time that it pays attention to the element presented.

	5
	Awaiting
	2
	Neutral
	Does not get startled. Stands still. Only focuses on the element presented.

	6
	Curious
	2
	Neutral
	Does not get startled. Stands still. Only focuses on the element presented. Moves its head towards the element presented.

	7
	Cautious
	2
	Neutral
	Does not get startled. Pays attention and moves slightly towards the element (less than 1 m).

	8
	Mistrustful
	2
	Neutral
	Does not get startled. Pays attention to and moves towards the element until approaching it completely.

	9
	Surprised
	3
	Hyperreactive
	Only focused on the element being presented. 
Gets startled but moves towards the element.

	10
	Nervous
	3
	Hyperreactive
	Only focused on the element being presented. 
Gets startled and tries to move away from the element presented at first. Able to move towards the element presented if led by the operator.

	11
	Fearful
	3
	Hyperreactive
	Gets startled. Only focused on the element being presented. 
Tries to move away from the element presented. Unable to move towards the element presented if led by the operator.

	12
	Rejection
	3
	Hyperreactive
	Only focused on the element being presented. 
Gets startled and moves away from the element presented noticeably. Pulls away from the leading rope when the operator tries to move towards the element presented.

	aBy paying attention we mean that the donkey held direct visual contact with and/or directed its ear/s towards the element being presented. 
bAll the animals displaying a dejected/depressed status had been born after the last third of their gestation had taken place during the cold wave occurring in Spain in 2005. Studies in rats have reported that the pregnancies of mothers who had been exposed to extreme cold conditions presented a resulting offspring at increased risk to experience future developmental, learning and emotional disorders.
cElements presented in the test are described in Table 2.
Accessed from Navas et al. 2018.



