Table S1. Gene specific primers for assessing the expression of eight chicken genes.
	Gene symbol
	Gene name (synonym)
	Function1
	GenBank Accession No.
	Primer sequence (5’-3’)2
	PCR product size (bp)
	Reference

	AvBD10
	avian β-defensin 10 (gallinacin-10)
	antimicrobial peptide
	CR388516
	F: GCTCTTCGCTGTTCTCCTCT
R: CCCAGAGATGGTGAAGGTG
	67
	[1]

	IL6
	interleukin 6 (cytokine)
	chemokine, response to inflammation and infection
	AJ309540
	F: AGGACGAGATGTGCAAGAAGTTC
R: TTGGGCAGGTTGAGGTTGTT
	78
	[2]

	IL8L1
	interleukin 8-like 1 (CXCLi2, or CXC chemokine K60)
	chemokine, inflammatory activity
	Y14971
	F: AGACTCATTCCAAGTTCATCCA
R: TTTGTTCTTTGCTTTAGGATGC
	216
	[2]

	SLC5A1
	solute carrier family 5 member 1 (sodium/glucose cotransporter member 1, SGLT1)
	glucose and Na+ transmembrane transport, intestinal hexose absorption
	XM_415247
	F: AGCATTTCAGCATGGTGTGTCTTC
R: GATGCTCCTATCTCAGGGCAGTTC
	113
	[3]

	CA2
	carbonic anhydrase 2
	carbonate dehydratase activity, HCO3− and CO2 transport, eggshell calcification
	NM_205317
	F: ATCGTCAACAACGGGCACTCCTTC
R: TGCACCAACCTGTAGACTCCATCC
	156
	[4]

	CALB1
	calbindin 1
	calcium ion binding, calcium transport
	NM_205513
	F: CAGGGTGTCAAAATGTGTGC
R: GCCAGTTCTGCTCGGTAAAG
	102
	[4]

	RARRES1
	retinoic acid receptor responder 1 (ovocalyxin-32, OCX32)
	negative regulation of endopeptidase activity; protein that makes up the eggshell matrix
	AB547158
	F: AGAAGAGGACCACAGATTTTACGAA
R: GATGGTCATGGGCAATATTTCC
	119
	[5]

	BPIFB3
	BPI fold containing family B member 3 (ovocalyxin-36, OCX36)
	lipid binding, innate immune response; protein that makes up the eggshell matrix
	XM_025142226
	F: TTGGAATGGTCGTCTTCTGTGG
R: CGGTCTGAATGATGGCATCG
	126
	[6]


1 Information derived from NCBI databases. 2 Forward (F) and reverse (R) primers were designed, given their annealing temperature around 59 °C.
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