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Figure S1 illustrates how some still-transiting pellets inside Tetrahymena cells co-

cultivated with M. luteus had a thicker membrane layer surrounding bacterial cells than 

expelled M. luteus pellets. This difference could be due to pellets being partly degraded 

once they are expelled from ciliate cells. 

 

 

Figure S1. The material surrounding M. luteus pellets in formation is thick and of undefined 
nature. A T. thermophila vacuole containing a M. luteus pellet still in formation. An arrowhead 
points the thick outer layer. Picture taken at 5000X magnification. 

 


