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After an exhaustive reading of the article “Monkeypox and Its Possible Sexual Trans-
mission: Where Are We Now with Its Evidence?” by Ranjit Sah et al. [1], we infer that
monkeypox (MPX) is an incident sexually transmitted infection and considered today a
public health emergency. MPX is a zoonosis with transmission from person to person. The
pathogenesis and exact transmission mechanisms of MPX are still under investigation, but
it has been reported that most infections occur in men who have sex with men (MSM) [2].

In Peru, as of 16 October 2022, around 2913 cases have been confirmed nationwide,
with the department of Lima being the one that reported the highest number of cases. In
this scenario, the National Institute of Health (INS) has confirmed community transmission
of MPX in Peru. It has been noted that the reported cases are associated with casual sexual
contact in clubs and saunas, where sexual intercourse with multiple partners is observed,
especially among bisexual and homosexual men [3].

Another point to consider is the concomitant infection of monkeypox with the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). The Peruvian Minister of Health (MINSA) estimates that
until 3 October, 5036 new cases of HIV were reported for 2022, with males being the one
with the highest rate (80.2%). According to the previous epidemiological update, as of
August 20, amongst all patients diagnosed with monkeypox, 62.8% (671 out of 1068) have
HIV and 21.7% (232) did not take their ART medications, making Peru the country with
the largest number of patients who have this co-infection.

Regarding the transmission of MPX, the article reports 54 cases of monkeypox pre-
sented in a health center in Great Britain, where it was observed that 100% of the cases
were homosexual patients. This raises the fact about the sexual transmission of this disease.

Therefore, monkeypox is transmitted by sexual contact, making this an important
route for spreading the infection. This is being supported by laboratory studies from
various scientific centers around the world and, it should be noted that Peru has the same
behavior, where researchers from the INS and MINSA reported that 95% or even more of
the cases occur in men who have sex with men (MSM) and bisexuals [4].

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Pathogens 2022, 11, 1417. https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens11121417 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/pathogens

https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens11121417
https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens11121417
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/pathogens
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5630-5714
https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens11121417
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/pathogens
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/pathogens11121417?type=check_update&version=1


Pathogens 2022, 11, 1417 2 of 2

References
1. Sah, R.; Abdelaal, A.; Reda, A.; Katamesh, B.E.; Manirambona, E.; Abdelmonem, H.; Mehta, R.; Rabaan, A.A.; Alhumaid, S.;

Alfouzan, W.A.; et al. Monkeypox and Its Possible Sexual Transmission: Where Are We Now with Its Evidence? Pathogens 2022,
11, 924. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Quinancela Jara, D.R.; Manteca Oñate, M.D.L.Á.; Guerrón Chamorro, S.A.; Martínez Martínez, C.M. Clinical characteristics and
management of monkeypox. RECIAMUC 2022, 6, 175–280. [CrossRef]

3. Pampa-Espinoza, L.; Meza, K.; Vargas-Huapaya, M.; Borgoño, N.; Martínez-Paredes, C.; Padilla-Rojas, C.; Lope-Pari, P.; Cabezudo-
Pillpe, N.; Donaires-Toscano, L.; Bravo-Puccio, F.; et al. Characteristics of the first cases reported as suspected Monkeypox in Peru.
An. La Fac. Med. 2022, 83, 228–234. Available online: https://revistasinvestigacion.unmsm.edu.pe/index.php/anales/article/
view/23220 (accessed on 12 October 2022). [CrossRef]

4. Javier Navarrete-Mejía, P.; Carlos Velasco-Guerrero, J.; Sullcahuaman-Valdiglesias, E. Knowledge about monkeypox in health
professionals, Lima-Peru. Rev. Cuerpo Med. HNAAA 2022, 15, 252–2555. Available online: http://cmhnaaa.org.pe/ojs/index.
php/rcmhnaaa/article/view/1547 (accessed on 12 October 2022).

http://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens11080924
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36015044
http://doi.org/10.26820/reciamuc/6.(3).julio.2022.175-280
https://revistasinvestigacion.unmsm.edu.pe/index.php/anales/article/view/23220
https://revistasinvestigacion.unmsm.edu.pe/index.php/anales/article/view/23220
http://doi.org/10.15381/anales.v83i3.23220
http://cmhnaaa.org.pe/ojs/index.php/rcmhnaaa/article/view/1547
http://cmhnaaa.org.pe/ojs/index.php/rcmhnaaa/article/view/1547

	References

