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Abstract: To investigate the seismic behaviors of novel steel-reinforced concrete composite frames
prestressed with bonding tendons (PSRCFs), 15 groups of PSRCF specimens were designed with the
following main parameters: the cubic compressive strength of high-strength concrete (f,), the axial
compression ratio of frame columns (1), the slenderness ratio of frame columns (f), the steel ratio of
angle steel (), the span—height ratio of frame beams (L/}},), and the prestressing degree (A). Based
on the modified concrete constitutive model proposed by Mander and the prestressing effect applied
by the cooling method, the finite element models of PSRCFs were established by using ABAQUS
software, the static analysis on the frame structures under the combined actions of axial forces
and horizontal loads was carried out, and the monotonic load—displacement curves were explored.
By comparing with the skeleton curves obtained by the experimental hysteretic curves, the rationality
of the modeling method was verified. The PSRCFs had good mechanisms of strong columns and
weak beams. Based on this, the influences of different parameters on the seismic behaviors such as
hysteretic curves, skeleton curves, stiffness degradations, energy dissipation capacities, and ductility
of the specimens were investigated. The results show that the hysteretic curves of the PSRCFs are
full and have no pinch phenomenon. The ultimate load and the stiffness degradation of specimens
can be improved significantly by increasing «, and on the contrary, the ultimate load and stiffness
degradation decreased by increasing B. The ductility of the specimens decreased gradually with the
increasing § and n. The energy dissipation capacity of the specimens decreased with the increasing .
The trilinear model of the skeleton curves and the restoring force model of PSRCFg were established
by statistical regression, which agree well with the numerically simulated results. These can provide
theoretical support for the elastoplastic analysis on this kind of PSRCF structure.

Keywords: steel-reinforced concrete composite frames; finite element; seismic behavior; restoring
force model

1. Introduction

With the advancement of building engineering to super high-rise, massive loads, and
wide spans [1], building structures not only pursue higher stories but also require a larger
span, so conventional reinforced concrete (RC) structures and steel-reinforced concrete
(SRC) structures have faced great challenges, because they cannot meet functional needs
well. It is well-known that the application of prestressing technology to the frame system
can make the structure realize a larger span [2], but it will also lead to many problems in
the conventional frame system. If solid-web SRC composite columns [3] or concrete-filled
steel tube (CFST) columns [4,5] are used in the frame structures, the prestressing tendons
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organized in the frame beams definitely pass through the steel or steel tubes in the columns,
which greatly weakens the stiffness of the joints for the frames. It is challenging to achieve
tensioning and anchoring of the prestressing tendons at the ends of the columns without
altering the stiffness of the steel for the joint zone. In order to handle the problem of
tensioning and anchoring for prestressing tendons reasonably, a kind of novel frame system
consisting of hollow-web angle steel high-strength concrete columns and H-shaped steel
high-strength concrete composite beams prestressed with bonding tendons is proposed, as
shown in Figure 1 [6]. The angle steels are set as far as possible in the four corners of the
columns, replacing the traditional longitudinal steel bars, and the angle steels are welded
with steel plate hoops together, forming a spatial steel skeleton and confined concrete to
bear the external load of the component. The H-shaped steel sections and prestressing
tendons in the frame beams can pass through the gap of the angle steels for frame columns,
which can solve the problem of tensioning and anchoring the prestressing tendons well.
On the top and lower flanges of the H-shaped steel section in the joint area, a specific
length of I-shaped steel is welded. Thus, a strong anti-slip joint can be formed, as shown in
Figure 1. This kind of frame system is suitable for the new construction and story-adding
reconstruction of existing buildings [7].
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Figure 1. The schematic diagrams of the PSRCFE.

Much research on prestressed RC frames, CFST frames, and SRC frames has been
carried out by domestic and overseas researchers. In 2013, under horizontal low cyclic
loads, Wang et al. [8] tested the seismic behaviors of two frame structures made of SRC
beams and steel-tube-encased concrete columns, and obtained the hysteretic curves, failure
modes, and mechanisms of plastic hinges. In 2017, based on the aforementioned test results,
Wang et al. [9] performed numerical simulations on this type of composite frame under
lateral cyclic stress and examined the effects of various factors on the hysteretic behaviors
of the composite frames, and, at last, the restoring force models of composite frames
were proposed. In 2018, the experiments and simulations on the effects of earthquakes
on the composite frames with seven circular CFST columns and RC beams under lateral
cyclic loading were conducted by Ding et al. [10], while the effects of various factors on
the load—deformation responses, stiffness degradation, ductility, and energy dissipation
capacity were compared and studied. It was discovered that these composite frames had
a good seismic performance. In 2019, the experiments on the seismic behaviors of SR
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ultra-high-strength concrete frames at a one-fourth scale under simulated earthquake stress
conditions were carried out by Zhang et al. [11]. The hinge failure mechanisms of frames
were obtained, and the results showed that the hinge failure mechanisms of frames were
reasonable and conformed to design demand. The theoretical analysis on the seismic
performances of two RC frame structures with concentric (CBF) or eccentric (EBF) bracing
systems was conducted by Kheyroddin et al. [12], and the bearing capacity and ductility
of RC frames with CBF and EBF braces were discovered. By comparison, it could be seen
that the ductility of the RC frames with EBF braces was better than that of frames with CBE.
In 2020, the experiments and numerical simulation analysis on the seismic performances of
post-fire SRC frames under repeated loading were carried out by Wang et al. [13], and the
failure modes and hysteresis performances of SRC frames were discovered. The outcomes
of a finite element analysis (FEA) show that the deformations, failure modes, and hysteretic
curves agree well with the test results. The numerical analyses on pushover behaviors
and ductility of RC frames in the case of corrosion were conducted by Behrouz et al. [14],
and the investigation considered the influence of corrosion on the ductility and base shear
capacity by taking into account the degradation of mechanical properties in both the rebars
and concrete. A corrosion damage model was developed, and the results demonstrate the
improved seismic performances of the RC frames with the decreasing water-to-cement ratio
and increasing cover thickness. In 2021, Li et al. [15] conducted numerical simulations on
the seismic behaviors of circular TSRC (tubed steel-reinforced concrete) column and steel
beam composite frames, and the values on the maximum applicable height and maximum
story drift ratio limits of the structural systems were obtained. The findings indicate that
when the steel sectional area increases, the seismic performances of TSRC frames in high-
intensity areas improve. In 2022, Li et al. [16] conducted experimental investigations and
computer simulations on the seismic behaviors of innovative precast prestressed concrete
frames, and the failure process, stiffness degradation, lateral load-displacement responses,
energy dissipation ability, and ductility of the precast prestressed concrete frames were
analyzed and discussed. Finally, the suggestions for the seismic design optimization of the
precast prestressed concrete frames were proposed. The tests on the progressive collapse
behaviors of four one-third-scale steel-fiber-reinforced rubberized concrete frames were
carried out by Alshaikh et al. [17], and the results show that structural ductility can be
enhanced by incorporating crumb rubbers (CRs) and steel fibers (SFs) in normal concrete.
At present, although both domestic and international researchers have published many
studies on prestressed RC frames, CFST frames, and SRC frames, there are few studies on
the seismic behaviors of this particular class of unique PSRCFs, and the mechanical features
of PSRCFs still need to be examined.

In order to obtain the seismic behaviors of the novel PSRCFs, the ABAQUS program
was used to create the finite element models (FEMs) of PSRCFs, and the hysteretic curves
of the frames were obtained. By comparing with the skeleton curves obtained by the
experimental hysteretic curves, the logic of the modeling technique may be confirmed.
By carrying out the static analysis and quasi-static numerical simulations on the PSRCFs
specimens under axial and horizontal loadings, the impacts of various characteristics on
seismic behaviors were examined, and the distribution law of plastic hinge was proposed.
Based on the investigations on various parameters, the load-displacement (P-A) skeleton
curves of this kind of novel frame were extracted, and the statistical regression was used to
develop the trilinear model of the skeletal curves and the restoring force model of PSRCFs,
which can provide theoretical support for the elastoplastic analysis on such innovative
composite frames.

2. Specimen Design

To explore the seismic behaviors of unique PSRCFs, 15 groups of PSRCF specimens
were designed with the primary characteristics of the cubic compressive strength of high-
strength concrete (f.,), the axial compression ratio for frame columns (1), the slenderness
ratio of frame column (B), the steel ratio of angle steel («), the span-height ratio of frame
beams (L/hy,), and the prestressing degree (A). All specimens had an calculated span
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(L) of 4800 mm. The sectional sizes of the beams (b, x h;,) were 200 mm x 300 mm,
200 mm x 270 mm, and 200 mm x 240 mm, corresponding to the span—height ratios of 16,
18, and 20, respectively. The sectional sizes of the columns (b, x h.) were 400 mm x 400 mm,
and the heights (H) of the frames were 2800 mm, 3600 mm, and 4200 mm, corresponding
to the slenderness ratios of 6, 9, and 12, respectively. The strength grades of H-shaped
steel and angle steel were Q235 and Q345, respectively. The strength grades of 12 mm dia.
longitudinal steel bars and the 10 mm dia. stirrups were HRB335 and HPB300, respectively.
Prestressing tendons were symmetrically placed on both sides of the H-shaped steel, and
the prestressing degrees (A1) were 0.75, 0.7, and 0.65. Tensioning stress (0con) was 0.75
times the ultimate tensile strength (f,u). The prestressing tendons consisted of five steel
wires with a diameter of 5 mm, and its strength grade was 1670 MPa. In order to achieve
strong joints at the intersection of beams and columns, I-shaped steels with the sizes of
160 mm x 88 mm x 6 mm were arranged vertically above and below the H-shaped steel,
and the studs were arranged on the top flange. Figure 1 depicts the schematic diagrams of
the PSRCFs, and Table 1 lists the particular characteristics for individual frames.

Table 1. The specific parameters of 15 PSRCF specimens.

. L H b, X h be X he cu t E. o
Specimens () (mm) (mmxmm)  (mm x mm) (1{/[Pa) (N{Pa) (MPa) %) p mo Lhy A
PSRCE-1 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10° 284 9 03 20 075
PSRCF-2 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10 201 9 03 20 075
PSRCF-3 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 % 400 70 214 37x10 375 9 03 20 075
PSRCF-4 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 60 204  36x10* 375 9 03 20 075
PSRCE-5 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 80 222 38x10* 375 9 03 20 075
PSRCF-6 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 9 01 20 075
PSRCE7 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 9 02 20 075
PSRCF-8 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 9 04 20 075
PSRCF-9 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10 375 9 05 20 075
PSRCF-10 4800 3600 200 x 270 400 x 400 70 214 37x10 375 9 03 18 075
PSRCE-11 4800 3600 200 x 300 400 x 400 70 214 37x10 375 9 03 16 075
PSRCF-12 4800 2800 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 6 03 20 075
PSRCF-13 4800 4200 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214  37x10* 375 12 03 20 075
PSRCF-14 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 9 03 20 070
PSRCF-15 4800 3600 200 x 240 400 x 400 70 214 37x10* 375 9 03 20 065

3. Finite Element Model
3.1. Constitutive Model for Materials
3.1.1. Steel and Prestressing Tendons

Based on the von Mises yield criterion [18], the ideal double-line elastic—plastic
model [19,20] was adopted as the constitutive models of shape steels, angle steels, stirrups,
and longitudinal steel bars. The trilinear model was chosen as the constitutive model for
prestressing tendons, as shown in Figure 2. The constitutive relation of the prestressing
tendons can be described by Equation (1). Table 2 gives the mechanical properties of steel.

Epiep €p < €p1
0p =14 fp1+ Ep2(ep— spl) ep1 < &p < Ep2 (1)
fo2 + Epa(ep —€p2)  ep2 < &p < €p3

where Ep is the elastic rigidity of the proportional stage, E; is the elastic rigidity of the
unproportional stage, and Ep; is the post-yield stiffness; f;,; and € are the stress and strain
of the limit point of prestressing tendons corresponding to the proportional stage; f 2 and
ep2 are the stress and strain at the yield point of prestressing tendons; and f 3 and ¢p3 are
the stress and strain at the limit point of prestressing tendons.
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Figure 2. Constitutive model of prestressing tendons.

Table 2. The mechanical properties of steel.

Material Type Strength Grade Yield Strength  Tensile Strength  Elastic Modulus

fy/MPa fu/MPa E/MPa

H-shaped steel Q235 235 370 2.1 x 10°
Gusset plate Q235 235 370 2.1 x 10°
Angle steel Q345 345 470 2.0 x 10°
Longitudinal steel bars HRB335 335 455 2.0 x 10°
Stirrup HPB235 235 370 2.1 x 10°
Prestressing tendon 1670 - 1670 1.95 x 10°

3.1.2. Concrete

The constitutive model (CM) of confined concrete was successfully presented by
Pagoulatou et al. [21], Teng et al. [22], Mander et al. [23], and Han et al. [24], and the CM
of unconfined concrete has been presented in the code for design of concrete structures
(GB50010-2010) in China [25]. A comparison between them is shown in Figure 3. Consid-
ering the constraint effect of stirrups in frame beams on concrete, the CM proposed by
Mander et al. [23] is adopted for the stress—strain relationship of concrete in the stirrup
confined zone under axial compression. Since steel plate constraint is slightly different from
stirrup constraint, the calculation of effective constraint stress in Mander model is modified,
as shown in Equations (2)—(9), and the effective confined zone of the concrete column with
steel plates is shown in Figure 4. The two-parameter model given in the code for design
of concrete structures (GB50010-2010) [25] is adopted for the stress—strain relationship of
core-constrained concrete under axial tension and CM of ordinary concrete, as shown in
Equations (10) and (11). The plastic damage model of concrete [26-28] was implemented
to simulate modeling of cracks and the specific concrete plastic damage definition can be
found in Table 3.
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Figure 3. Constitutive model of concrete [21-25].
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Figure 4. Effective confined zone of concrete.

Table 3. The parameters of the concrete plastic damage model.

Dilation Angle/° Eccentric Ratio foolfeo K Viscosity Parameter
36 0.1 1.16 0.667 0.0005

Note: fbo/fco is the bi-axial to uni-axial strength ratio, and K is the second stress invariant ratio.

Equation (2) illustrates the stress—strain relationship for constrained concrete under

axial compression.
fecxr

U:r—1+xr @)

where x = :ch’ r = EL;ZC, Ec= 50004/ fco, Esec = foc/€cc, 0, and €. are the current stress and
strain of concrete; €. is the peak strain of unconfined concrete; E. is elasticity modulus of
concrete; Egec is the secant modulus of the peak strain point of confined concrete; and f, is

the compressive strength of unconfined concrete.

(1) Compressive strength of confined concrete (f )

7.94f, !
fee = feo(—1.254 +2.254 [ 1+ fr _ 2fi) 3)
f co f co
where fr’ is the effective constraint stress of the external constraint on core concrete;
(2) Effective confined stress of confined concrete (f;’)
f r/ - f r ke (4)

where f; is the restraint stress of the transverse steel plate, and k. the is effective con-
straint coefficient;



Buildings 2023, 13, 2124 7 of 27
(3) Effective constraint coefficient (ke)
A
ke = ==
T A ©)
Acc = Ac(l - Pcc) (6)

4 "2 / /
_ v (@) _ S _ 5
Ae = (bcdc 1; 3 ) (1 2bc> (1 5 dc) ?)
2 ’ ’
(1 - %bl;c ) (1 - 2STC) (1 - ;Tc)

Ke (1= pec) ®
where, according to the literature [29], A is the effective constraint area of the steel plate
to the core concrete, A is the area of the core concrete surrounded by the center of the
section steel plate and is deducted from the area of the longitudinal angle steel, A, is the
core concrete area surrounded by the section steel plate centroid, p is the ratio of the area
of the longitudinal steel plate to the area of the core concrete surrounded by the center of
the section steel plate, wj is the clear distance between two adjacent longitudinal angle steel
sections, and b. and d. are the distances between the centroids of two steel plates in the
outer ring along the X direction and the Y direction, respectively;

(4) Peak strain of the confined concrete ()

scc:sco[HS(sz— )] ©)

where ¢ is the peak strain of confined concrete, and ¢, is the peak strain of uncon-
strained concrete.
The stress—strain relationship of concrete under axial tension can be seen in Equation (10) as

pt(12 = 02x°)Ece x <1

o= (10)
#E € X 1
a(x—1)1 +x ¢ =
where py = E{ té:,r’ X = .=, a¢ is a parameter in the descending stage on the stress—strain

curve under axial tension for concrete, fi; is the axial tensile strength of concrete, and ¢ is
the peak strain corresponding to fi .
The stress—strain relationship of concrete under axial compression can be seen in
Equation (11) as
rmEe  x<1
Ty Fe x>1
ae(x—1)"+x

(11)

_ Ecgc,r _
wheren = Ecter—for’ Pc =

o e . .
Feorr X = i Xcisa parameter in the descending stage on the
stress—strain curve under axial compression of concrete, f.  is axial compressive strength of
concrete, and ¢, is the peak strain corresponding to f .

3.2. Establishment of Finite Element Model

Figure 5 illustrates how the FE models of PSRCFs were created using ABAQUS6.14
software. Concrete was established by adopting element C3D20R, H-shaped steels, and
angle steels were established by element S4R, and the stirrups and prestressing tendons
were established by element T3D2. During the process of FE modeling, the angle steel
skeleton, H-shaped steels, and prestressing tendons were embedded in the entire model.
The three reference points (RP-1, RP-2, and RP-3) were established from one side of the
beam ends and two tops of the columns. The bottoms of the columns were completely fixed,
and the displacements in the X, Y, and Z directions (U; = U, = U3 = 0) and the rotations
about three directions (UR; = UR; = UR3 = 0) were restricted. The elastic compression of
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UR,=UR,=UR,;=0rad/s)

(U=U=U=0

UR,=UR,=UR,=0

concrete, the stress relaxation of prestressing tendons, the deformation and slip of anchor
fixtures for tension, and the friction between the prestressing tendons and surrounding
contact would lead to the loss of prestress. Hence, for static analysis, prestressing effect
was applied through the cooling method first, and then the vertical load and horizontal
load were applied according to the loading rules. During the quasi-static analysis, the first
two analysis steps were the same as the static analysis, but in the third step, horizontal
cyclic load was applied according to cyclic loading rules, and the loading system is shown
in Figure 6.

<

Steel skeleton in composite frame

Figure 5. The finite element model of PSRCFs.

Axial load

Cyclic

P Displacement

Figure 6. Loading scheme.

3.3. Verification of Finite Element Model

The quasi-static test on a steel-reinforced concrete frame (SRCF) and a PSRCF was
carried out by our research group [30]. The precise specifications of the two test specimens
are shown in Table 4. By using the above-mentioned modeling technique, introducing
the modified Mander constitutive model and prestressing effects and considering the
double nonlinearities simultaneously, the finite element analysis on PSRCFs was carried
out. The monotonic load—-displacement curves of PSRCF specimens for various mesh size
divisions were obtained, as shown in Figure 7. By comparing with the skeleton curves
obtained by the experimental hysteretic curves, it can be seen that the mesh size of 100 mm
is reasonable. According to Figure 8, the finite element analysis on the two specimens
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is performed with a constant mesh size. The load-displacement curves produced by
numerical simulations are in good agreement with the test findings, as can be seen in
Figure 8. Figures 9 and 10 show that there are good agreements between simulation results
and experimental results for the overall trends of the skeleton curves and hysteretic curves,
indicating that the finite element modeling method proposed in this paper is reasonable.

Table 4. The specific parameters of two specimens.

. H by, X hy be X hc feu Ng Nt INs—Ni| o
Specimens 1) (mm) (mm xmm) (mmxmm) (MPa) " A &kN) (kN) NP
SRCF 4000 3800 200 x 270 300 x 300 40 0.1 / 20546  207.09 079

PSRCF 4000 3800 200 x 230 300 x 300 40 0.1 075 19511  192.89 1.15

—o— Test(Wang 2010)
240, ~° “FEM(MS=150mm) - - e - FEM(MS=100mm)
—-o—- FEM(MS=75mm) --+o--- FEM(MS=60mm)

200 I SNl P
el ol L TR TETEY L N
160 | .?”r ’
2
120} 4 SRR
o b e

gor /
40 i
O 1
0 40 160
A(mm)
Figure 7. Comparison of the N-¢ curves between the numerical simulations and experimental
tests [30].
250 250
200 + 0/,.9'-0-- <05 v e, 200 - ,0/'/:/_6%%%-‘—0—'-0—0
./ o/. /
_ 150 L /,/ 30(1kN40kN A0k 30(ikN _ 150 L /'/ 9 30(1kN40kN 40kN30(ikN
Z : M z ¢/ _
= : Horizontal = /’/ 4 Horizontal
100t § load & 00k i c/ load %
' 711330414404 1330 7‘/ 7133041440133
50 ¥ v 4000 ‘ 50 _!-/o L 4000" ]
_' ‘Test(Wang 2010) Loading system of FEM 2 Test(Wang 2010)  Loading system of FEM
0 F—— Test(Wang 2010) ---°--- FEM 0 —o— Test(Wang 2010) —-*---FEM|
0 45 90 135 180 0 45 90 135 180
A(mm) A(mm)
(a) (b)

Figure 8. Comparison of the load—displacement curves: (a) SRCF; (b) PSRCF [30].
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Figure 9. Comparison of the skeleton curves: (a) SRCF; (b) PSRCF [30].
250 250
150 + 150 -
50 —~ S0
)
~50} S 50t
-150+ -150+
- 1 — 50 Il Il 1 1 1
-150 —-100 -50 150 -150 —-100 -50 0 50 100 150
A(mm)
(b)

Figure 10. Comparison of the hysteretic curves: (a) SRCF; (b) PSRCF.

The deformations of the steel skeleton after applying the horizontal loading is shown
in Figure 11. It can be seen that the bottom of the frame column and the tensile position of
the beam enter the yield state, and a plastic hinge forms at the beam end before the bottom
of the column, showing that this type of structure has a strong column and weak beam
mechanism [31]. This phenomenon is consistent with the test result, which verifies the
rationalities of the modeling method and the modeling process.
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P(kN)

Figure 11. Deformation and order of the plastic hinges of the steel skeleton.

4. Analysis on the Seismic Behaviors
4.1. Hysteretic Curves

Figure 12 illustrates the hysteretic curves of PSRCFs. From Figure 12, the hysteretic
curves of 15 PSRCFs display rather full shuttle shapes, indicating that the PSRCFs have
superior seismic performances. In the process of applying cyclic loading, the process from
the elastic stage to yield and finally to bearing capacity decline can be clearly obtained.
It can be seen that both n and B have significant impacts on the hysteretic curves of
PSRCFs by looking at the hysteretic curves in Figure 9. With the increasing #, the bearing
capacity of the frame degrades obviously. With the increasing f3, the peak load of the
hysteretic curve decreases as the peak load’s equivalent displacement grows, and the
ductility becomes better. This is because when the resistance of the beam or column section
remains unchanged, the height of the frame column increases with the increasing 8, which
makes the lateral stiffness of the frame decrease.

500 500
(40.283,331.512) (39.850,275.257)
300 300 F
100 100 -
3
=2
-100 & o0k
=300+ (n=0.3;0=2.84%;L/h,=20) =300 (39,087 253.699) (n=0.3;0=2.01%;L/h,=20)
(-40.146,-303.685) —— PSRCF-1 R —— PSRCF-2
_500 1 1 1 1 1 — 00 1 1 1 1 1
-120 -80 —40 0 40 80 120 -120 -80 40 0 40 80 120
A(mm) 4(mm)
(a) (b)
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Figure 12. Load—displacement hysteretic curves of 15 PSRCFs specimens: (a) PSRCF-1; (b) PSRCF-
2; (c) PSRCF-3; (d) PSRCF-4; (e) PSRCEF-5; (f) PSRCF-6; (g) PSRCF-7; (h) PSRCEF-8; (i) PSRCF-9;
(j) PSRCF-10; (k) PSRCF-11; (1) PSRCF-12; (m) PSRCF-13; (n) PSRCF-14; (0) PSRCF-15.

4.2. Skeleton Curves

Figure 13 illustrates the load—displacement (P-A) skeleton curves of 15 groups of
PSRCF specimens, all of which conform to the rule of three broken lines. The ultimate
bearing capacity shows a tendency to increase and then decrease as n increases. After
the skeleton curve reaches the peak load, the descending section becomes more and more
obvious. From Figure 13b, the P-A effect is significantly enhanced when 7 reaches 0.4,
indicating that the ductility is reduced, as shown in Figure 13b. From Figure 13c, the initial
stiffness of the specimen gradually increases as & increases, and the peak load increases
significantly, while the falling section of the skeleton curve tends to be flattened, which
is showing excellent load-holding capacity. It can be seen from Figure 13d that with the
increasing f, the initial stiffness of the specimen gradually decreases, the peak load greatly
decreases, and the skeleton curve declines slowly. Figure 13a,e,f show that the influences of
feu, L/, and A on the peak loads of the skeletal curves for PSRCFs are not obvious.
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Figure 13. Skeleton curves of the PSRCFs with different parameters: (a) fy; (b) #; (c) a; (d) B; (€) L/ hy,; (£) A.

4.3. Degradation of Stiffness

During repeated loading of structures, the degradation of stiffness can be expressed
by secant stiffness (Kj) [32], which could be expressed by

|+FE| + |—E|

| el 12
L . iy ¥ (12)

where F; stands for the peak horizontal load that is seen during the first cycle while being
controlled by the i-th displacement and A; indicates the corresponding displacement.

The comparisons on the secant stiffnesses of 15 PSRCFs with different parameters are
shown in Figure 14. K; decreases with the increasing horizontal displacement (A), and
its decreasing range gradually slows down with the increasing A. It can be seen from
Figure 14 that with the increasing f., and n, the initial stiffness and the declining degree
of the secant stiffness increase gradually. When # reaches 0.4, the deformation resistance
decreases seriously, which indicates that n should not exceed 0.4. The parameters of « and
B have significant effects on the secant stiffness of specimens. The parameters « and
show more pronounced effects on the secant stiffness of specimens. The initial stiffness
and deformation resistance of the specimen gradually increase with &, and the stiffness
degradation phenomenon slows down. With the increasing B, the initial stiffness is signifi-
cantly reduced, and the stiffness degradation phenomenon slows down. The initial stiffness
decreases with the increasing L/hy,, while the effects of A on the stiffness degradations of the
specimens are not obvious.
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Figure 14. The relationships between K;j and A for PSRCF specimens with different parameters:
(@) feu; (b) 1; (c) a; (d) B; (€) L/ hp; (£) A

4.4. Energy Dissipation Capacity

The hysteretic loop area of the P-A curve progressively increases as the repeated
displacement increases, showing a gradual increase in the energy consumed by the struc-
ture [33]. By comparing the hysteresis loop area of each stage with different parameters, the
influence of the hysteresis loop area on the energy dissipation performance of the structure
can be investigated. The energy dissipation capacities of 15 PSRCFs with different parame-
ters are compared in Figure 15. From Figure 15, both f, and A have positive correlations
with the energy dissipation capacity of specimens. However, the dissipation capacities of
specimens show a tendency to increase and then decrease with the increasing n. When n
exceeds 0.4, the dissipation capacity of the specimen gradually increases with the increasing
«, but decreases substantially when 8 and L/hj, also increase. Considering the actual frame
column section size, it is suggested that f should be within the range of 9~12.
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Figure 15. Comparisons of the energy dissipation capacities for the PSRCF specimens with different
parameters: (a) fou; (b) 1 () & (d) B; (e) L/l (£) A
4.5. Ductility

Researchers often quantify the deformation properties of specimens by using the
ductility coefficient () [34]. The calculation formula is shown as follows
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_ (A [+ 1Ad]) 13
: (Jay* |+ |ay~]) 1

where Ay * and Ay* refer to the positive limit displacement and yield displacement, respectively,
and Ay~ and Ay~ denote the negative limit displacement and yield displacement, respectively.
As shown in Figure 16, this study determines the yield load (Py) of the frame by using

the energy method [29]. According to the P-A curve, when 0 < xg < A, a point can be found

Pux
Yo .

the yield displacement, and the displacement when the bearing capacity is reduced by 85% is

the ultimate displacement. The relationships of y with fcy, 1, «, B, L/hy, and A of the PSRCF
specimens are depicted in Figure 17. It can be seen that i of the PSRCFg decreases gradually
with the increasing f.,. When f, changes from 60 MPa to, 70 MPa and 80 MPa, y decreases
from 3.45 to 3.30 and 3.05, respectively. With the increasing n, u of the PSRCFs decreases
gradually. When n changes from 0.1 to 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, and 0.5, # decreases from 4.31 to 3.75,
3.30, 3.06, and 2.87, respectively. When « changes from 2.01% to 2.84% and 3.75% in turn, y
increases from 3.08 to 3.20 and 3.30, respectively. With the increasing L/hy,, p of the PSRCFs
decreases gradually. When L/, changes from 16 to 18 and 20, i decreases from 3.33 to 3.31
and 3.30, respectively. With the increasing A, y of the PSRCFs decreases gradually. When A
changes from 0.65 to 0.70 and 0.75 in turn, u decreases from 3.40 to 3.37 and 3.30, respectively.
The ductility coefficients of 15 specimens are shown in Table 5. It can be seen from Table 5
that the u values of PSRCFs vary from 2.98 to 7.21, while the existing research [35-37] shows
that the y values of RC frames, prestressed RC frames, SRC frames, and CFST frames vary
from 2.96 to 4.09, 2.77 to 3.66, 3.76 to 4.09, and 5.50 to 6.10, respectively. It is demonstrated that
the p values of PSRCFs is better than RC frames, prestressed RC frames, and SRC frames, but,
on the whole, is slightly smaller than CFST frames, which indicates that the novel composite
frames have good deformation performances.

by the program where Soao = Sopc, the abscissa of the corresponding point B ( , Po) is

P
B(Rlxo ,PHJ Peak point
P, Yo C Ultimate point
P
Py o= 2
]
|
' | Equivalent
: point
:
1
]
0 4, 4., 4, 4

Figure 16. The yield displacement obtained by the energy method.
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Table 5. The ductility coefficients of 15 PSRCFs specimens.
. feu Py P, Ay Ay
Specimens (MPa) o B n L/hy A (MPa) (MPa) (mm) (mm) 7
PSRCF-1 70 2.84% 9 0.3 20 0.75 296.77 331.51 20.31 67.69 3.20
PSRCEF-2 70 2.01% 9 0.3 20 0.75 260.52 275.25 16.37 57.35 3.08
PSRCEF-3 70 3.75% 9 0.3 20 0.75 349.66 392.59 23.56 92.43 3.30
PSRCF-4 60 3.75% 9 0.3 20 0.75 330.43 381.42 24.75 89.51 3.45
PSRCF-5 80 3.75% 9 0.3 20 0.75 349.59 396.15 23.32 78.51 3.05
PSRCF-6 70 3.75% 9 0.1 20 0.75 326.28 359.40 23.79 104.70 4.31
PSRCEF-7 70 3.75% 9 0.2 20 0.75 346.31 382.40 23.51 97.63 3.75
PSRCEF-8 70 3.75% 9 0.4 20 0.75 337.80 391.85 2417 75.14 3.06
PSRCEF-9 70 3.75% 9 0.5 20 0.75 340.59 388.5 23.77 71.55 3.01
PSRCF-10 70 3.75% 9 0.3 18 0.75 357.31 396.945 23.83 78.88 3.31
PSRCEF-11 70 3.75% 9 0.3 16 0.75 359.39 398.26 23.54 83.76 3.33
PSRCEF-12 70 3.75% 6 0.3 20 0.75 589.13 610.02 11.90 91.10 7.21
PSRCF-13 70 3.75% 12 0.3 20 0.75 244.95 274.22 35.74 106.51 2.98
PSRCF-14 70 3.75% 9 0.3 20 0.70 352.23 389.76 24.92 87.68 3.37
PSRCF-15 70 3.75% 9 0.3 20 0.65 351.67 388.26 23.79 88.23 3.40
Note: Py represents the yield load, Ay denotes the yield displacement corresponding to Py, Py, is the ultimate load,
and Ay refers to the ultimate displacement corresponding to 0.85Py,.
5. Plastic Hinge Mechanism
In the post-processing step, the stress contours of the steel skeleton are extracted in
Figure 18 at different loading points on the load-displacement curves of the plastic hinge,
with PSRCF-3 as an example. When the displacement reaches 21.76 mm, one end of the
H-shaped steel in the beam yields, and it is determined that the first plastic hinge of the
structure occurs at this position. When the displacement reaches 31.69 mm, the tensile
side of the other end of the H-shaped steel in the beam yields, and it is determined that
the structure has a second plastic hinge at this position. When the displacement reaches
50.27 mm, the tensile sides of the angle steel sections at the bottoms of the two columns
almost reach the yield strength at the same time, and it is determined that the third and
fourth plastic hinges appear at the bottoms of the two columns. In the process of subsequent
displacement loading, the stress of angle steel at the top of column is small and has not
yet yielded, and only the above four plastic hinges are generated. In addition, we can also
know that when the horizontal bearing capacity of the structure reaches the maximum,
that is when the plastic hinge is generated at the bottom of the column, under the control
of the selected parameters, the plastic hinge sequences of all PSRCF models are consistent.
The first and second plastic hinges appear at both ends of the beam, and the remaining two
plastic hinges are generated at the bottom of the two columns. At this time, the horizontal
bearing capacity of the structure reaches its peak. It is determined that this kind of frame
has a good mechanism of strong columns and weak beams.
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Figure 18. Cont.
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Figure 18. Stress contours on the load—displacement curve of the plastic hinge for specimen PSRCF-3:
(a) stress contour for the first plastic hinge; (b) stress contour for the second plastic hinge; (c) stress
contour for the third and four plastic hinges; (d) stress contour for the final loading time.

6. Restoring Force Model
6.1. Trilinear Skeleton Curve Model
The trilinear skeleton curve model for PSRCFs is produced by statistical regression in

accordance with the skeleton curve characteristics, as illustrated in Figure 19. The descrip-
tive formula for the trilinear skeleton curve model is shown in Equation (14).

KA 0<A<A
Pm—P,
P={ P+t (A=8y) Ay<A<hn (14)

P — Kq(A — Am) A> Am
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where Py represents the horizontal yielding load, P, represents the horizontal peak load,
Ay represents the displacement corresponding to the yielding load, Ay represents the
displacement corresponding to the peak load, and K; and K4 represent the stiffnesses of
the elastic stage and degenerative stage, respectively.

0 A A A

y m
Figure 19. Trilinear skeleton curve model.

(1) Stiffnesses of the elastic stage for the forward and backward directions (Kj, K})

According to the load distribution law, the axial compression ratio, the beam—column
sectional stiffness, and the stiffnesses of the elastic stage (K3, K}) for the trilinear skeleton
curve model are obtained by using regression as shown in Equation (15) as:

{Kl = (3.987 +0.115Inn — 2.2331)K, (15)

K, = (3.959 + 0.062In 1 — 2.244A)K,

where 1 represents the design value of the axial compression ratio, A represents the pre-
stressing degree, and K, represents the initial stiffness.
According to the literature [30], the calculation expression of Ke is shown in Equation (16) as:

_ 3EIL. 12+ 26k

= Belilieciid 1
¢ H3 12+49% 16)
with L 3EL,/05L -
- TEL/H

where El}, and EI. stand for the sectional stiffnesses of the column and beam, respectively,
H represents the calculated height of the frames, and L represents the calculated span of
the frames;

(2) Peak loads for the forward and backward directions (Pp,, P.,)

According to the axial compression ratio, steel ratio and prestressing degree, the peak
loads (P, P},,) are obtained using linear regression as shown in Equation (18) as:

{Pm = (1.103 + 0.002/7 + 0.239m — 0.075)) P, a8)

P! = (1.26 +0.006 /1 — 2.284m — 0.1581) P

where m represents the steel ratio of the frame columns, and P, is calculated according to
the literature [29];

(3) The displacements corresponding to the peak loads for the forward and backward
directions (Am, A'm)

According to the axial compression ratio, steel ratio and prestressing degree, the
displacements corresponding to the peak loads (Am, A'm) are obtained by using linear
regression as shown in Equation (19) below:

{ Am = (1.176 + 0.007 /1 — 13.57m + 0.066A) Pe / Ke 19)

AN = (1.695 4 0.016 /1 — 19.724m + 0.276 ) Pe / Ke
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(4) The stiffness of the degenerative stage (Kq)

The stiffness of the degenerative stage (K) is obtained by using linear regression based
on the axial compression ratio, steel ratio and slenderness ratio. The expression is as follows:

K4 = f(n)-f(m)-f(Ao) K

with

f(n) = —0.037 + 0.092n — 1.322n2
f'(n) = 0.416 — 3.291n + 17.226n>

f/

f(m) = —0.035 — 22.19m + 509.856m?
(m) = —0.00159 + 0.211m — 3.829m?

f'(Ao) = 265.98 — 83.182A¢ + 6.771A?

{ f(Ag) = —0.798 + 0.0429A¢ + 0.055312

(5) Verification of the trilinear skeleton curve model

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

The comparisons of the simulated and calculated skeleton curves are shown in
Figure 20. It can be found that the two sets of curves have excellent agreements, indi-
cating that the numerical simulations can obtain a more accurate prediction model with
certain engineering significance.
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Figure 20. Comparisons between the simulated and calculated skeleton curves of the PSRCS speci-
mens: (a) PSRCF-1; (b) PSRCF-3; (c) PSRCF-4; (d) PSRCF-5; (e) PSRCF-8; (f) PSRCF-9; (g) PSRCF-11;
(h) PSRCF-14; (i) PSRCF-15.

6.2.

Hysteretic Rule of the Restoring Force Model
Figure 21 illustrates the resilience modeling (RFM) for PSRCFs through statistical

regression, where the numbers 0, 1, 2, . . ., represent the loading and unloading path of the

model [38].
P
2,7
P |o_p 2T 813
P, F-— 14,19
R | S ey A Y S
12 /6 L

Figure 21. Restoring force model for PSRCFs.

@

@)

The following is an expression of the hysteretic rules:

The loading and unloading guidelines for the elastic stage Prior to the restitution force
attaining Py, the loading process starts along the skeleton curve. During the unloading
phase, the initial stiffness is considered, disregarding any stiffness degradation and
residual deformation;

The loading and unloading guidelines for elastoplastic stage When the restitution
force surpasses the horizontal yielding load Py in either the forward or backward
direction, and yet remains below the peak load Py, loading takes place along the
skeleton curve, while unloading adheres to Equation (24), and the unloading stiffness
(Kun) is derived through regression analysis as

A —0.28
Kun = 1.56 (;“) Ke (24)
y

where Ay represents the yielding displacement, Ayn denotes the displacement at the
unloading point, and K, signifies the initial stiffness;
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(3) The loading—unloading rules during the descending segment stage When the resti-
tution force surpasses P, in either the forward or backward direction, the loading
stiffness K4 in the descending segment stage of the skeleton curve is employed, while
the unloading stiffness is still computed according to Equation (24);

(4) Rules for backward loading and forward reloading The trajectory is directed from the
point at P = 0.65P,, directly to the yielding point in the backward direction when the
backward loading occurs subsequent to the forward unloading, and the maximum
displacement in the reverse direction cannot be greater than the yield displacement.
Indeed, when the maximum displacement in the backward direction surpasses the
yielding displacement, the trajectory proceeds from the point at P = 0.65P,, to the
maximum displacement point in the backward direction. Absolutely, for forward
reloading after backward unloading, the trajectory leads from the point at P = 0.65P,,
to the maximum point in the forward direction.

Figure 22 compares two sets of the hysteretic curves derived by the finite element
simulation (FES) and RFM, and it is clear that both of them are in excellent concordance.
As a result, the restoring force model for the type of composite frame in this study is
reasonable.

P(kN)
=)

—400,
—100

500

300

100
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—300

— 3500,
—100

A(mm)
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Figure 22. Comparisons between the hysteretic curves obtained by the FES and RFM. (a) PSRCF-1.
(b) PSRCE-3. (c) PSRCF-4. (d) PSRCF-5. (e) PSRCF-8. (f) PSRCF-9. (g) PSRCF-11. (h) PSRCF-14. (i) PSRCF-15.
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7. Conclusions

In order to investigate the seismic behaviors of novel PSRCFs under the combined
actions of axial and horizontal loadings, 15 groups of PSRCF specimens were designed with
varying parameters, including the cubic compressive strength of high-strength concrete
(fcu), the axial compression ratio of the frame column (1), the slenderness ratio of the frame
column (B), the steel ratio of the angle steel («), the span-height ratio of the frame beam
(L/hy), and the prestressing degree (A). Then, using ABAQUS software, 15 PSRCEF finite
element models were created. The following conclusions could be made based on the
obtained results on these various parameters in this study:

(1) Using ABAQUS software, 15 finite element models of PSRCFs were created. These mod-
els were based on the modified concrete constitutive model presented by Mander,
the prestressing effect applied using the temperature reduction approach, and the
reasonable FEM method;

(2) The 15 specimens had relatively full pike-shaped hysteresis curves with no pinched
corners, indicating that the structure had good seismic behaviors. The skeleton
curves of 15 specimens all conform to the rule of three broken lines in the elastic
stage, elastic—plastic stage, and descending stage, and all specimens demonstrate
exceptional loading capacities and ductilities. The peak loads observed in the skeleton
curves show increasing trends with the increasing fy, &, #, and A, and decrease with
the increasing 8 and L/hy,, while « and  have greater impacts on the peak load of this
kind of novel PSRCFs;

(38) The stiffness degradations of PSRCFs are closely related to the coefficients « and .
The stiffness degradations of specimens can be improved significantly by increasing
«; on the contrary, the stiffness degradations decrease by increasing . The energy
dissipation capacity of the specimens increases with the increasing «, while as f3
increases, the energy dissipation capacity gradually decreases. § and n have great
influences on the ductility, and the ductility of the specimen decreases gradually with
the increasing 8 and n. When n reaches 0.4, the deformation resistance decreases
largely, which indicates that n should not exceed 0.4. Considering the actual frame
column section size, it is suggested that § should be within the range of 9~12;

(4) Based on the stress contours of the steel skeleton with the changes of loading obtained
by the post-processing, the hinge law of this kind of frame is consistent, and the plastic
hinges develop from the beam ends on both sides to the column bottom on both sides.
There is no plastic hinge on the top of the column, indicating that the PSRCFs have
good mechanisms of strong columns and weak beams;

(5) On the basis of the hysteresis curves acquired through the quasi-static analysis, the
restoring force model and the trilinear skeleton curve model were developed, and
the hysteresis rules were proposed, correspondingly. The findings of the numerical
simulation results are in good agreement with the skeleton curves and hysteretic
curves obtained by equation, indicating that the restoring force model is reasonable
and feasible.
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