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Abstract: This study presents the experimental, numerical analysis, and dynamic impact analysis of a
building collapse caused by a rainfall-induced landslide (vertical cut slope failure) on 15 August 2018,
in Peringavu, Kerala, India, which resulted in the death of nine people. The volume of 1500 m>
soil-applied lateral thrust force on the building’s rear side led to its demolition. The study includes
extensive geotechnical characterization. General limit equilibrium and finite element methods were
used in the numerical analysis. The infiltration analysis involved a rainfall pattern of low, moderate,
and higher intensities on the slope. The study involved a two-stage analysis. Firstly, the analysis
of the vertical cut slope with the application rainfall intensities, and second, the analysis of the
building under the dynamic impact of the landslide. As a result of the study, the failure mechanism
of the vertical cut during intense rainfall and triggering factors were evaluated. The dynamic impact
analysis was carried out to examine the effects of the impact of the landslide debris on the building
and the performance of the building under the impact load. The load-bearing walls experienced high-
intensity impact force developed by the landslide, resulting in the lateral displacement of 170 mm
and differential settlement of 92 mm, which led to the building’s demolition. The flexural failures,
excessive deflections, bending moments, foundation settlements, and displacement of structural
elements were studied.

Keywords: landslide; vertical cut slope; building failure; infiltration analysis; dynamic impact

analysis; finite element analysis

1. Introduction

The occurrence of natural hazards due to extreme climatic conditions and anthro-
pogenic actions is often increased with higher magnitudes. Rainfall-induced landslides,
vertical cut failures, debris flows, mudflows, and rockfall types increase rapidly in moun-
tainous regions in India, especially in the Western Ghats in the southern part of India [1-5].
Rainfall-induced landslides more often cause significant economic losses, infrastructural
damages, and human casualties [6]. In India, every year during the monsoons (Southwest
and Northeast monsoons), rainfall-induced landslides are often noticeable. Various re-
searchers have discussed the performance of infrastructures under the landslide impacts on
the infrastructure [3,7-11]. In recent years, the Western Ghats of India have been devastated
by catastrophic landslides due to cloud bursts and high-intensity rainfall. Kerala state
witnessed the highest rainfall in a century in 2018, resulting in catastrophic landslides.
Kozhikode, Idukki, Palakkad, Malappuram, Wayanad, and Kottayam are the most affected
districts by the major landslides. Again, there were a lot of landslides caused by rainfall in
the state of Kerala in 2019, 2020, and 2021. Various researchers have conducted numerous
investigations and studies on slope stability with rainfall effects, rainfall-induced landslides,
and their progressive failure mechanisms [12-20].
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To minimize the infrastructural damages due to natural calamities, it is necessary
to investigate the performance of built environments, such as structural failures, beam
and column deformations, and loadbearing wall failures under the landslide impacts.
Numerous researchers around the world have focused on the failure criteria of buildings
under the effects of landslides, floods, and earthquakes [21-24]. The physical vulnerability
of buildings and the structural members affected by landslide impact forces were studied
by Qin Chen in 2018 [25]. The progressive failure of walls, beams, columns, and other
structural members was reported in the study conducted by Luo et al. [9].

The damage or collapse of structural members in a landslide-prone area need to be
addressed because the buildings constructed near or at the landslide-vulnerable location
are more likely to collapse due to rainfall-induced landslide [26,27]. The destruction of
walls is primarily affected due to their low out-of-plane flexural strength followed by the
progressive failure of structural members, resulting in building collapse [10,26,28-30].

The interest in analyzing the performance of buildings, structures, and structural
elements under impact loads has increased in recent years. Natural calamities severely
affect the built environment, such as building failures caused by rainfall-induced landslides,
rockfall type landslides, and floods. It is important to analyze the performance of structures
or buildings under the impacts of landslide loads to minimize the losses by understanding
the failure mechanism of the slope as well as of the structures.

Rainfall-Induced Landslides in Kerala State

Kerala state is one of the most densely populated states in India and is situated in
peninsular India (Figure 1). The topographical map of Kerala state is depicted in Figure 1.
All districts in Kerala except Alappuzha are vulnerable to landslides [19,29,31,32]. Many
residential houses were demolished or partially damaged due to the vertical cut failures
and landslides induced by rainfall during the monsoons of 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021.
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Figure 1. Map of landslide locations.
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During a 20-year period (1975-1995), around 100 people were reported to have lost
their lives. More than 500 families were evacuated and rehabilitated in various hilly regions
of Kerala. In the Southwest monsoon of 2018, there were approximately 70 significant
rainfall-induced landslides, more than 100 smaller ones, vertical cut failures, and a lot
of damage to road networks, as recorded in government documents [5,33]. The major
rainfall-induced landslides are reported in Table 1 [5,31,34-36].

Table 1. Major rainfall-induced landslides in Kerala.

Landslide Location District Event Date Deaths
Padinjarethara(Kappikalam) Wayanad 19 June 1992 11
Pazhampallichal Idukki 21 July 1997 9
Pamba Pathanamthitta 15 January 1999 25
Amboori Thiruvanthapuram 9 November 2001 39
Nittukottamala Kozhikode 10 August 2004 10
Karinchola Kozhikode 14 June 2018 14
Nemmara Palakkad 16 August 2018
Upputhode Idukki 16 August 2018 4
Kavalappara Malappuram 8 August 2019 59
Puthumala, Wayanad 8 August 2019 17
Rajanmalai Idukki 7 August 2020 60
Koottickal Kottayam 17 October 2021 22
Kokkayar Idukki 17 October 2021 13

It was observed that many buildings were destroyed or partially damaged due to
the failure of unprotected vertical cuts. Due to improper vertical cuts, major failures
were observed in Peringavu and Kaithakunda in the Malappuram district. A detailed
investigation of the failure mechanism of the landslide in the study area was reported in an
earlier study [23].

In this paper, a building collapse resulting from a vertical cut slope failure due to
intense rains was analyzed. Building performance under the impact of landslide loads
was studied in detail by dynamic impact analysis with the finite element method using
Plaxis 3D.

2. Building Failure in Peringavu

The current study investigates the landslide (vertical cut slope) failure mechanism
and the performance of a building under the impact load of a landslide that occurred on
15 August 2018, in Peringavu (11°12'6.2” N, 75°54'5.84” E), Malappuram district, Kerala
state (Figure 1). A landslide induced by heavy rain caused the demolition of a two-story
building, burying nine people alive [29,34]

In the year 2010, the slope was excavated as a vertical cut. About 12 months later, the
house (collapsed building) was constructed. The building plan and pictorial representation
of the area prior to landslide event are shown in Figure 2. To create a space on the back
side of the building, the natural slope was excavated to a larger height, and a vertical cut
was made, which was not supported by any stabilization method (Figure 2). As depicted
in Figure 2a, structure 1 (a two-story building) in the traditional Kerala type, was built
very close to a vulnerable vertical cut (3 m). The dimensions of the vertical cut were 36 m
wide and 15.5 m high, with four tiers with short foot berms (Figure 2b). Partially damaged
houses (structures 2, 3, and 4) surrounding the collapsed building are depicted in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Landslide location plan & section view: (a) Plan of the landslide location and adjacent
structures; (b) Sectional plan (A-A') of the vertical cut and houses.
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The building (structure 1) was built with laterite building blocks as a load-bearing
designed structure. The laterite building blocks had an ultimate compressive strength of
3 MPa [29,37]. The building had 250-mm-thick interior and exterior load-bearing walls.
The roof of the ground floor was an M25-grade RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) slab
that was 127 mm thick, reinforced with Fe415-grade steel. The roof of the first floor was
built as per Kerala state’s traditional design (Figure 3).

! Building A
debris

Figure 3. Condition of the site: (a) The collapsed building; (b) Failure slip surface; (c) Collapsed
building debris; (d) Picture of soil and debris flow near the road (structure 2); (e) Partially damaged
house (structure 3); (f) Picture of soil that drifted into an adjacent building (structure 4).

On 15 August 2018, heavy rainfall caused a landslide that resulted in the failure of
the vertical cut; this caused the slide of a huge volume of saturated soil (approximately
1500 m® volume) and applied a significant intensity of lateral thrust on the back side of the
building. As a result, the building completely collapsed. The location post event and soil
from the vertical cut, failure surface, and soil deposition near the collapsed building are
shown in Figure 3. A landslide induced by heavy rain caused the demolition of a two-story
building and killed nine people [29].

Before failure initiation, there were signs of failure; a small quantity of saturated soil
spalling from the slope onto the pet cage placed at the back side of the building (structure 1)
(Figure 3a), while all family members, along with two neighbors, were trying to move the
pet cage to a safer place [34]. As rainfall intensity increased over time, a huge quantity
of soil from the vertical cut drifted into the building, resulting in the demolition of the
building. All family members, along with the two neighbors, were buried alive under the
building debris and saturated soil.

Figure 3 depicts the condition of the location after the landslide. During the rescue
process, the building was protected by adjustable floor support jacks for additional support
to the trussed roof top observed in Figure 3a. As observed in Figure 3b, the slide was of
a rotational type. Figure 3c illustrates the building (structure 1) debris after the landslide.
Figure 3d depicts the condition of structure 2 and the soil spread near the road. Figure 3e



Buildings 2022, 12, 1395

6 of 25

depicts the picture of a partially damaged house (structure 3). The rear side of a partially
damaged building with soil (structure 4) is shown in Figure 3f.

3. Rainfall

Kerala state receives rainfall mainly from monsoons. The state has 120 to 140 rainy
days per year on average. Kerala received 3518 mm of rain in 2018, 20% higher than the
normal rainfall, and 2516 mm in the south-west monsoon, which was 24% higher than
the monsoon normal rainfall. Rainfall received in the south-west monsoon period was
recorded as the highest since 1961 [38]. Figure 4 depicts the daily rainfall in August 2018
recorded at the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) rain gauge located at Karipur
Airport. The monthly rainfall data of Kerala state in 2018 are presented in Table 2. In 2018,
August recorded 821 mm of rainfall, which is 96% higher than August’s normal rainfall [39].
The IMD rain gauge stations and geomorphological atlas of the Malappuram district are
shown in Figure 5. Since the Karipur airport rain gauge is near Peringavu (Figure 5),
rainfall data recorded from this rain gauge were used for the numerical analysis. In 24 h
(from 14 August 8:30 AM to 15 August 8:30 AM), the landslide area received very heavy
rainfall of 227 mm. The importance and influence of antecedent rainfall can be observed
in Figure 4. The Peringavu area received very high daily rainfall and high antecedent
rainfall (Figure 4) [31,39]. Hence, rainfall statistics and data analysis play an important
role in evaluating the failure mechanism of the landslide in Peringavu that resulted in the
demolition of the building and buried nine people alive [29].
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Figure 4. Daily rainfall graph for August 2018.

Table 2. Kerala state monthly rainfall during the year 2018.

Month

January

February March April May June July August  September  October November December

Rainfall
(mm)

8.7

15.6

47.5 109.5 356.6 749.6 726.1 821.9 244.2 304.3 150 37.5
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Figure 5. Rain gauge stations located in the study area and the geomorphology of
Malappuram district.

4. Geomorphology of the Study Area

A geomorphology map was developed using the geospatial information of Malap-
puram district, Kerala, obtained from the Bhukosh data portal of the National Remote
Sensing Centre India [40]. Geomorphology details are depicted in Figure 5. Most of the
area in the Malappuram district is covered with charnockite rocks, which are the source
and parent rock for the thick laterite deposits in the study area. The acid intrusive granites
and migmatite gneiss, conglomerate group rocks, flood plains, coastal deposits, and coastal
sediments (Figure 5) are also covered in the district. Geomorphology (Figure 5) divides the
district into three physiographic regions: the Highlands, the Midlands, and the western
lowlands [41]. Peringavu is situated in the central midland region, which is associated
with flat-top laterite fields, escarpments, hills, narrow lateral ridge rocks, and vast alluvial
and river deltas [41]. The landslide location was covered with charnockite rocks and thick
layers of laterite soil (Figure 3a). Intensive weathering of charnockite rock has produced
laterite soil at varying depths [42].

5. Geotechnical Characterization

Detailed geotechnical experiments were performed on soil samples from the landslide
location. The soil specimens were collected from the failure surface (Figure 3b). Six soil
specimens from the landslide site were taken to the laboratory. Three test pits were made
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on the top layer, and another three test pits were made at the rear side of the collapsed
building near to the toe of the vertical cut. Among six soil samples, based on test results,
all samples were categorized into two groups, i.e., layer-1 soil and layer-2 soil. The soil at
the site had a red and brown combined color, which denotes the lateritic nature of the soil
(Figures 3a and 5). The soil in the top layer was extensively weathered and covered up to a
depth of 3 to 4 m (Figure 3b), whereas the second layer was moderately weathered and
extended up to greater depths.

All laboratory experiments were conducted as per ASTM standards. The experimental
laboratory results are reported in Table 3. The first and second layers had a specific gravity
of 2.57 and 2.54, respectively, similar to previous research [29,43]. The maximum dry
unit weight of the soil was determined by the standard proctor compaction test [44]. The
stiffness of the soil was calculated from the consolidation of the soil for the analysis. The
soil at the location was mostly fine-grained soil, as can be seen in Table 3.

Table 3. Geotechnical parameters of the soil.

Property Soil Sample-1 (Layer-1) Soil Sample-2 (Layer-2)
Specific gravity 2.57 2.54
Maximum Dry Unit Weight (kN/m?) 18.86 19.1
Liquid limit (wy) (%) 49 48
Plasticity Index (Ip)(%) 18 15
Coefficient of Permeability (m/s) 1.05 x 10~7 447 x 108
Residual friction angle (¢m) 20 22
Effective cohesion kN/m? (') 15 17
Soil type (USCS) Sandy Silt (ML) Sandy Silt (ML)
Percentage of clay 12.50% 8.50%
Percentage of silt 39.00% 43.00%
Percentage of sand 42.00% 45.00%
Percentage of gravel 6.50% 3.50%

A lower percentage of gravel in the top layer shows evidence of a high grade of
weathering, and the higher percentage of clay (12.5%) in the first (top) layer suggests that
it has undergone more weathering than the bottom layer. Rahardjo (2004) [45] reported
a similar set of observations for the residual soils in Singapore. The laboratory results
indicated that the soils were less plastic in behavior.

The unsaturated properties were derived from a dewpoint potentiometer (WP4C)
device according to ASTM standards [46]. The soil water characteristic curve (SWCC)
parameters a, n, and m are associated with the air entry value (kPa), the slope of the
curve, and the residual moisture content, respectively [47]. The unsaturated soil strength
parameters are presented in Table 4 and were used in the infiltration analysis.

Table 4. Unsaturated strength properties.

Property Soil Sample-1 (Layer-1) Soil Sample-2 (Layer-2)
Air Entry Value (AEV)/Air entry Suction (kPa) 36 39
Saturated water content (6s) (%) 51 53
Residual water content (6r) (%) 14.5 13.8
a 36 39

SWCC fitting parameters

n 1.1695 1.1609
m 0.1450 0.1380
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According to ASTM-D2487, the soil at the location is characterized as sandy silt
(ML) (ASTM 2017). The permeability coefficients of soil samples are 1.05 x 10~7 m/s
and 4.47 x 1078 m/s, respectively, which shows that the soil had low to moderately
permeable [48].

6. Ring Shear—Consolidated Drained Test

As the slope stability analysis (Slope/W) characterized the failure mechanism based
on effective stress analysis, the authors performed a ring shear test under drained condi-
tions [49] to establish the effective stress-based residual shear strength parameters.

The torsional ring shear test is the preferred method for the determination of the
residual shear strength of soil because it enables the soil specimen to be sheared at large
displacements that more realistically imitate the field state [49,50]. The experiment was
performed as per ASTM-D6467. The torsional ring shear was conducted as the Consolidated
Drained (CD) condition. With the use of a primary test technique and a consolidated
drained condition, the effective stress strength parameters were measured [29,51]. The test
was carried out by considering the different normal stresses, which indicate the overburden
pressure on the soil at the failure plane.

7. Slope Stability and Failure Mechanism: Numerical Approach

Seep /W, a finite element program, was used for the seepage analysis, and the stability
analysis was based on the limit equilibrium method (Morgenstern—Price, Slope/W). The
limit equilibrium analysis was performed after the stress calculation from Seep/W at each
stage of rainfall, and the two procedures were a coupled analysis [29,52-59]. The analysis
of the vertical cut proceeded with three distinct rainfall patterns to evaluate the failure
mechanism and the impact load on the building triggered during the landslide occurrence.
Two soil layers considered in the analysis the properties are presented in Table 3. The
dimensions of the finite element model are shown in Figure 2a.

The structure and foundation soil were modelled in three dimensions for analysis.
The model was a framed structure composed of load-bearing walls, beams, and the RCC
slab. The important parameters and characteristics of finite element models are presented
in Tables 3-5. For the building model, 10 kN /m? live loads [60,61] were applied for the
ground and first floors. The building model was considered with respect to the foundation
stiffness. The dimensions of the structural members were calculated as per Indian standard
codes [60-62]. The dimensions are presented in Table 5. The slope dimensions were
considered from the field survey and are presented in Figure 2 and Table 5. The soil
behavior was represented by the Mohr—Coulomb elasto—plastic constitutive model. The
building structural members were considered elastic models. The structure was rigidly
attached/connected to the foundation soil (Figure 2). The detailed modeling information is
described in the following sections.

Table 5. Soil and building properties considered in dynamic impact analysis.

Parameters Soil Beam Wall
(Beam Element) (Plate Element)
Material Sandy Silt (ML) Concrete Laterite brick wall

Young’s modulus (MPa) 14 25,000 25.1
Unit weight (kN/m?3) 19.1 25 19

Poisson’s ratio (1) 0.321 0.20 0.18
Residual Angle of friction (¢’) 22° - -
Effective Cohesion kN/m? (¢/) 17 - -

Thickness (mm) - - 250

Dimensions

- 230 mm x 250 mm -
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7.1. Analysis of the Cut Slope

Limit equilibrium analysis was performed on the cut slope before failure (Figure 2b)
to study the mechanism of failure due to very heavy rainfall. Figure 2a shows that the
residential structure (structure 1) was in close proximity to the toe of the cut slope. The
geometry and structural mesh of the cut slope along with the building are portrayed in
Figure 6a. The cut slope consisted of four tiers, and each tier had small berms, producing
a height of 15.5 m (Figure 2b). The height of each tier is shown in Figures 2b and 6a. The
building details are explained in the previous section (Insights into Kerala landslides and
building failure in Peringavu).
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Figure 6. Numerical analysis: (a) Geometry of the model; Critical slip surface with factor of safety
values: (b) First-stage rainfall event; (c) Second-stage rainfall event; (d) Third-stage rainfall event.

The soils and soil slopes in tropical regions (study area—Peringavu, India) generally
consist of tropical residual soils with matric suction in the region above the groundwater
table [45,53,54]. The residual slope stability is significantly influenced by climatic and hy-
drological factors, such as rainfall and infiltration. Numerous researchers [4,5,14,29,53-55]
studied the causes of landslides in tropical regions and residual soils and concluded
that heavy rainfall and infiltration are the significant triggering factors in the instability
of slopes.

7.2. Boundary Conditions

The Mohr—Coulomb constitutive model was used to simulate the soil numerically, and
both soil layers were homogeneously modeled (Figure 6). Regarding the failure mechanism,
the analysis was carried out with residual shear strength parameters. The soil properties
used in the analysis are given in Table 3. To study the effect of water flow due to infiltration
in unsaturated soil, coupled flow analysis was carried out. The boundary was fixed for
the model at both sides and the bottom for the numerical analysis. The no-flow zone was
maintained by providing a nodal-flux (Q) value as zero for the sides and bottom of the
model. The flux boundary (g) is equivalent to the rainfall intensity on the slope surface



Buildings 2022, 12, 1395

11 0f 25

and is considered for the seepage analysis. In the analysis, a mesh with triangle and
quadrilateral elements was generated (Figure 6a).

7.3. Infiltration Analysis—Unsaturated Soil Strength Parameters

For the infiltration analysis, the slope was considered an unsaturated slope, and an
unsaturated soil parameter obtained from SWCC was considered to define the hydraulic
limitations of the groundwater flow in the unsaturated soil. For the unsaturated slope,
the permeability and the infiltration rate are the parameters essential for the analysis.
According to Darcy’s law, the permeability coefficient varies with the degree of saturation
for unsaturated soils [14,29]. Van Genuchten (1980) [56] proposed a closed-form relation
between the effective saturation, matric suction potential, and relative permeability. The
governing effective saturation (Se) as per Van Genuchten (1980) is as follows:

®S_®r

Oy =0, + T o, am
[T+ (¥/a)"]

)

where ®; = saturated volumetric moisture content; ®, = volumetric moisture content;
O, =residual moisture content; ¥ = negative pore water pressure; 1, 4, and m are the van
Genuchten model curve fitting parameters. A dew-point potentiometer test was used to
obtain the unsaturated soil parameters. Table 4 presents the a, 11, and m values of soil. The
pore pressure distribution and rainfall infiltration effects were the results of the analysis.
The unsaturated soil strength parameters used in the finite element model are presented
in Table 4.

The stability analysis was carried out according to Morgenstern—Price (1965). The
normal and shear interslice forces are considered in the Morgenstern—Price method and
satisfy the force and moment equilibrium limitations.

The rainfall was incorporated into the model as a unit flux in the time step (hourly).
Three stages of seepage analysis were carried out under different rainy conditions. The
rainfall statistics were collected from the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) for
the rain gauge station at Karipur Airport (Figure 4) [29,38]. The combined rainfall for
the months of June and July was 1475.7 mm (Table 2). In the first stage of analysis,
24.1 mm/day rainfall intensity was considered. The second stage of the analysis was
carried out by considering 31.7 mm/day rainfall intensity for a period of 10 days from
1-10 August 2018 (Figure 4). The landslide occurred on 15 August 2018. Thus, the final
stage was carried out by taking the antecedent rainfall of 4 days and the event day rainfall
(i.e., 11-15 August 2018). The deviations in the factor of safety values and critical failure
surface locations during the three different rainfall events are depicted in Figure 6, and the
variation of pore pressures, degree of saturation, and factor of safety versus the rainfall
duration are shown in Figure 7.

7.4. Analysis of Rainfall Events on the Vertical Cut Slope

Rainfall infiltration reduces the effective stress, and this is due to the increase in the
pore water pressure caused by the water seepage force. In the initial stage before the
rainfall, the soil is in an unsaturated state with high matric suction and low pore water
pressure. At the end of the first stage, the matric suction of the soil decreased, and the pore
water pressure started to increase. The factor of safety obtained during the first stage of the
rainfall event was 1.852 (Figure 6b), indicating the slope was stable during low-intensity
rainfall. The low intensity of rainfall for a prolonged duration did not create an adverse
effect on the vertical cut. At the initial stage, the degree of saturation was obtained as
0.74-0.55 (Figure 7a). At the surface, the pore water pressure was —35 kPa, and it was
observed as a positive value at a depth of 16 m from the surface (Figure 7b). The factor of
safety of the vertical cut slope after the end of the first stage was observed as 1.852, whereas
at the initial stage, it was 2.5.
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Figure 7. Numerical results: (a) Change in the degree of saturation; (b) Change in pore pressure
according to depth; (c) Factor of safety corresponding to depth.
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During the second stage, the degree of saturation changed from 0.86 to 0.56 (Figure 7a)
and at shallow depths, the pore water pressure changed to a positive value. The effective
stress decreased as there was an increase in the pore water pressure. The pore water
pressure at the top was recorded as —29 kPa and it changed to a positive value at a depth
of 3 m from the top surface (Figure 7b). The factor of safety at the initiation of the second
stage was 2.0 and it subsequently decreased to 1.45 at the end, and this was due to the
increase in saturation reducing the factor of safety of the slope (Figures 6¢ and 7c).

The end of the third stage indicated that the soil was saturated at shallow depths due
to high intense rainfall, and this paved the way for the increase in pore water pressure at
shallow depths. The degree of saturation was recorded as 0.95 at the top level, and at 15 m
depth, it was recorded as 0.82 (Figure 7a). The pore water pressure was positive at a depth
of 1 m from the ground surface, and it extended to greater depths (Figure 7b). This increase
in pore water pressure led to a decrease in the shear strength of the soil. The results from the
third stage indicate the soil was saturated at shallow depths, which decreased the effective
stress and thereby reduced the factor of safety to less than one (Figures 6d and 7c), which
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depicts the failure incidence that occurred on 15 August 2018. The factor of safety value
decreased to 1 at the 32nd hour of the third rainfall event, but the slope failure occurred
during the last hour of the third-stage rainfall event. In this case, the slope was stable.

8. Impact Analysis

The objective of impact analysis is to evaluate the performance of a building under
the dynamic application of a landslide thrust laterally. It explains the landslide-building
interaction and the building failure mechanism due to landslide impact [9,11,57]. The
structural behavior of the load-bearing structure and the application of lateral trust by
landslide mass was analyzed by the finite element method using Plaxis 3D [58].

Figure 8 depicts the schematic line diagram of the building model and landslide
thrust. The building width, length, and height were 18 m, 11 m, and 7 m, respectively.
The building foundation soil was modeled as ten-node tetrahedral elements. The Mohr—
Coulomb constitutive model was used to model the foundation soil [59].

/ Wall-1

(Rear side wall)
Super structure
Il m > I

A

Vertical cut

3 7m
s

I

I'm

Landslide
I'hrust

v

» Foundation

\>\Vall -2 (Adjacent wall )

Figure 8. Schematic representation of the building model for the dynamic impact analysis.

The materials, soil for foundation, and concrete for building, were considered homoge-
neous and isotropic. Elastic and plastic material parameters such as Young’s modulus, the
friction angle, and structural properties were considered in the analysis as shown in Table 5.
Elastic material properties were adopted for the modeling of beam and plate elements.
Beams and plates were modeled using 3D beam and plate elements, respectively. The plate
elements were used to model the slab and walls (load-bearing walls) of the building. The
beam was used to model the elements with bending and axial stiffness. Plates are shell
elements used to model a two-dimensional structural component with flexural stiffness.
Beam elements were modeled with three-node line elements, which had a total of six
degrees of freedom (three translational and three rotational) per node. The elastic behavior
of beam elements was defined by the cross-sectional area, the modulus of elasticity in the
axial direction, and the moment of inertia against bending in the second and third axes [59].

Young’s modulus of concrete was determined using Ec = 5000+/(fck) as per IS 456:2000
(Reaffirm 2021) [60]; M25-grade concrete was used to model the beams and slabs of the
building. Fe415-grade steel was used as the reinforcement (the yield strength of steel is
415 MPa).

A fixed boundary condition was considered for the building foundation, which was
not directly impacted by landslide thrust. The fixed boundary was applied to the bottom
portion of the walls. According to the specifications for the design of load-bearing structures,
live and dead loads were considered for the analysis [9,61].
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Slip circle divided
in to slices

8.1. Determination of the Impact Load

The landslide thrust force was evaluated by employing the residual-thrust method,
which is extensively applied for landslides and slope stability analysis [60,63]. Figure 9
describes the typical slip surface with the slices, the free body diagram of one slice with
force representation, and the critical slip with a factor of safety value of 0.632. The landslide
mass was split into multiple slices in this process (Figure 9), and force analysis was carried
out on each slice. In this way, it is possible to determine the thrust of a landslide mass by
utilizing the actual shape and profile of the sliding /failure surface, including under complex
loads [11]. Figure 9 describes sliding forces and the free body diagram of a typical slice with
various forces at a critical slip surface. The landslide thrust () was determined by applying
the empirical Equations (2)-(4). In this method, infiltration seepage was considered under
different rain conditions analyzed using the Slope/W and Seep/W applications [52].

Critical Slip surface with slices

Critical slip circle with
Factor of safety of 0.632

Self weight of
sliding mass (W)

Resisting
force

Slip surface

\

Driving force

Normal force (N)

Free body diagram of single
slice with all acting forces

Figure 9. Pictorial representation of sliding forces and the free body diagram of a slice.

The determination of the residual thrust force for the ith slice is given below:

R.
Pi=Pi_1x(¢i-1)+Ti— = ()

s
Fi = CO0Ss 91' X Pi (3)

where F; denotes the landslide safety factor, R; denotes the resisting force (kN/m), T;
denotes the driving force (kN/m), P; denotes the residual thrust (kN/m), ¢; denotes the
transmitting coefficient, F; denotes the horizontal component of residual thrust.

Referring to Dai 2002 [63], landslide thrust (7) was determined by the following equation:

1.8F F
0= 52 =" 1o @
where z represents the thickness of soil, h represents the vertical distance from the toe, F
represents the horizontal component of the residual thrust.
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The landslide thrust (7) was applied on the rear side of the building for the different
vertical distances from the toe of the landslide. The calculated landslide thrust (g) at 5 m
height was 428 kN/m, at 4 m height was 347 kN/m, at 3 m height was 266 kN /m, at 2 m
height was 185 kN/m, at 1 m height was 103 kN/m, and at 0.5 m height was 64 kN/m.
Figure 10 shows the landslide thrust on the rear side of the building, the generated mesh,
and the geometry of the building modeled using finite element analysis.

g Y
5 -Alk‘s)

Figure 10. The geometry of the building and generated mesh.

8.2. Mesh Convergence Analysis

Mesh convergence analysis is required to determine the size of elements in finite
element modeling. It determined that the number of element nodes required for a model to
endorse the results is not affected by the size of the elements. The analysis was carried out
with five different mesh types. Table 6 shows the details of the mesh convergence study
and the results of analysis. Displacement and settlement values increased with decreasing
mesh size. The fine and very fine mesh types had minor changes in the results. The very
fine mesh type was considered for the analysis. The smaller mesh size can be defined to
ensure the analysis results have minimum tolerable error. The generated very fine mesh for
the analysis is depicted in Figure 10.

Table 6. Mesh convergence study parameters.

S. No Mesh Type l\él;g:):;tzf Nlll\ln;lc)lzg of Total D(i;f::‘a;cement Total (Sni::;:ment Run Time (s)
1 Very Coarse 849 2626 80 221 68
2 Coarse 1399 3766 95 384 92
3 Medium 2829 7479 102 56.3 115
4 Fine 6226 13965 159 86.3 226
5 Very Fine 14848 30475 174 92.1 280

8.3. Building Settlement Analysis

The settlement of the structure is the vertical displacement of the structure due to
a static load or dynamic load. The vertical and lateral displacements of the building were ob-
served from the dynamic impact analysis. According to IS:1904-1986 (Reaffirmed 2015) [62],
the differential settlement or tilt of the load-bearing structure’s permissible limit was 60 mm.
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Ground Level

Uplift 50.7 mm

In the dynamic impact analysis, after applying the impact thrust, the building tilted and
experienced a differential settlement of 92 mm, which is higher than the permissible limit.
Figure 11 shows the settlement and lateral displacement of the building. Numerical anal-
ysis results show that the 170 mm lateral displacement of the building specifies failure.
Settlement and displacement values indicated the collapse of load-bearing walls under the
landslide thrust.

41.4mm
Reduced level

Deformed mesh |u] (scaled up 10.0 times)

Maximum value = 0.1747 m (at Node 71)

Figure 11. Differential settlement of the building after the landslide impact.

8.4. Flexural Strength of Beam Elements

The allowed or limiting moment of resistance (My(iim)) is the maximum moment that
can be allowed for the structural elements of a building. The allowed bending moment
at the end span (+ve My (im)) (negative moment) at the midpoint of the span (+ve My (im))
(positive moment) was estimated according to IS 456:2000 (Reaffirmed 2021) standard [60]
and compared with the moments that developed due to dynamic impact analysis. During
rainfall and due to landslide lateral thrust, the walls and beams of the building were
demolished due to the low out-of-plane flexural strength and excessive deformation of
beams. As the building was a load-bearing structure with low stiffness, a low-intensity
force was more than enough for the collapse of the building [9]. The structural components
and the building failed due to flexure; the factor of safety with respect to flexure is to be
considered for the safe construction of a building in the case of any hazard. For residential
construction, a slope with a static safety factor of 1.5 is sufficiently safe against landslides
in terms of shear [25].

The bending moments of beams before and after the application of the impact force
were obtained from the finite element analysis and are presented in Table 7. The permissible
bending moments (allowed or limiting moment of resistance (My(im)) of the end and
midpoints were 14 kN-m and 21 kN-m, respectively (Table 7). Before the application of
the impact load, the plinth beams and first floor beams had safe bending moments against
failure. Figure 12a,b shows the negative and positive bending moments of the plinth
portion and first-floor beams. After application of the dynamic impact load on the building,
the bending moments of the plinth beams and first-floor beams increased to twice the
permissible limit (Table 7). The higher bending moments than permissible limits indicate
the failure of beams resulted in the demolition of the building.
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Table 7. The bending moments of beams.
Allowed or Limiting Moment of Allowed or Limiting Moment of
Resistance Resistance
il Negative Moment Positive Moment Probabl
N 0(]): Beam Number Muy(im) = 14 kN-m My(iim) = 21 kN-m F ; 0 astet
umber (At the End of Span) (At Mid of Span) ailure State
Before . Before .
Landslide After Landslide Landslide After Landslide
1 (Atend) 6.61 18.43 9.10 20.65
2 6.01 17.58 10.35 25.34
Plinth 3 (Middle span) 11.01 18.41 14.22 29.48 )
Beams Flexural failure
4 (Middle span) 10.53 17.94 13.65 28.40
5 7.25 18.32 12.54 22.63
6 (Atend) 5.18 18.11 7.27 20.63
1 (Atend) 5.74 4.89 10.15 33.75
2 5.98 6.12 11.52 33.98 Flexural
Ist-Floor 3 (Middle span) 9.81 6.72 1553 34.09 COII?PTGSSIOH
ailure
Beams 4 (Middle span) 9.36 6.58 15.00 34.40 Excessive
5 8.57 6.34 14.10 32.90 deflection
6 (Atend) 4.39 4.00 8.10 33.40

It is significant to study the performance of a building under the effects of landslide
debris and the collapse of vertical cuts during high-intensity rainfall. Due to the sudden
impact load developed by a huge amount of saturated landslide mass (more than 1500 cubic
meters), the lateral thrust was applied on the rear side of the building. The beams and walls
were severely affected by the impact thrust, resulting in the demolition of the building. The
flexural strength of each beam increased its design strength twice after the impact load. The
building differential settlement observed from dynamic impact analysis was higher than
the permissible limit. The building’s lateral displacement was noted as 170 mm, which
means the building was moved away from its position. This confirms the failure of the load-
bearing structure due to the rainfall-induced landslide that occurred on 15 August 2018.

8.5. Performance of Load-Bearing Walls under Impact Load

The failure criteria of the load-bearing walls of building were studied in two aspects:
tensile stress failure (out-of-plane behavior) and shear stress failure (in-plane behavior).
The loadbearing walls considered for the determination of permissible stress are shown
in Figure 8: the flexural failure criteria out-of-plane behavior studied for wall 1 (rear side
wall) and the shear failure criteria in-plane behavior studied for wall 2 (adjacent wall).

As per Indian standard code (IS 1905-2017) [24], the design of the load-bearing ma-
sonry wall must be based on the capacity of permissible tensile forces. The permissible
tensile limit is 0.07 N/mm? for bending in the vertical direction and 0.14 N/mm? for
bending in the longitudinal direction.

The bending moments of the wall (wall 1) (Figure 1) after the landslide are shown in
Figure 13a,b; the maximum bending moment in the vertical direction was 226 kN m/m
and in the longitudinal direction, 311 kN m/m. The bending stresses of the wall were
calculated by using the maximum bending moment from the finite element model analysis.
The actual and permissible limits of bending stresses are presented in Table 1.
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End span
z
I—’ x
Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 —*day)
Maximum value = 20.65 kN m (Element 271 at Node 33)
Minimum value = -18.43 kN m (Element 259 at Node 1037)
Mid span-1
Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 - day)
Maximum value = 29.48 kN m (Element 284 at Node 32)
Minimum value = -18.41 kN m (Element 274 at Node 977)
Mid span-2

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 -3 day)
Maximum value = 28.40 kN m (Element 371 at Node 31)
Minimum value = -17.94 kN m (Element 361 at Node 1002)

End span

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 -3 day)
Maximum value = 18.11 kN m (Element 384 at Node 30)
Minimum value = -20.63 kN m (Element 372 at Node 1062)

(@)

Figure 12. Cont.
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End span

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 -3 day)

Maximum value = 33.75 kN m (Element 127 at Node 55)
Minimum value = -4.897 kN m (Element 134 at Node 1285)

Mid span-1

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 -3 day)

Maximum value = 34.40 kN m (Element 140 at Node 57)
Minimum value = -6.858 kN m (Element 147 at Node 1331)

Mid span-2

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 -3 day)

Maximum value = 34.09 kN m (Element 233 at Node 59)
Minimum value = -6.723 kN m (Element 240 at Node 1422)

e

|

End span

Bending moments M, ( scaled up 0.0500 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 3 day)

Maximum value = 33.40 kN m (Element 246 at Node 61)
Minimum value = -4.009 kN m (Element 253 at Node 1376)

(b)

Figure 12. Bending moment diagrams of beams: (a) Plinth portion; (b) First floor.
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Figure 13. Bending moment of the wall after the landslide: (a) vertical direction (out-of-plane
behavior), (b) longitudinal direction (out-of-plane behavior).

The permissible shear stress of the load-bearing walls was determined by the resisting
horizontal forces in the wall and the cross-sectional area of the wall; the permissible limit
of shear stress is 0.5 N/mm?2. The shear stress of the wall (wall 2) (Figure 14) after the
landslide is shown in Figure 14; the maximum shear stress of the wall was 1068 kN/m. The
shear force after the landslide impact was calculated by using the maximum shear force
from the finite element model analysis. The actual and permissible limits of the shear stress
are presented in the Table 8.

(kN/m)
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@»

Shear forces Q,, ( scaled up 2.00*10 -3 times ) (Time 0.01157*10 ~3day)
Maximum value = 1068 kN /m (Element 2044 at Node 745)

Minimum value = -167.7 kN/m (Element 621 at Node 12818)
Figure 14. Shear forces on the side wall (wall adjacent to the rear wall) after the landslide.

Table 8. Details of wall behavior before and after the landslide impact.

Structural Member Structural Behavior Permissible Limit Actual Value
Back wall (directly impacted by Flexural failure Longitudinal direction 0.14 N/mm? 29.89 N/mm?
the landslide): Wall 1 (out-of-plane behavior) Vertical direction 0.07 N/mm? 21.70 N/mm?

Side wall (adjacent to the rear . . . 5 o
side wall): Wall 2 Shear failure (in-plane behavior) 0.5 N/mm 4.27 N/mm
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Higher bending moments and shear stress developed in the walls of the building
during the landslide. As can be observed from the table, the actual bending moments and
shear stress were much higher than the permissible limits, clearly denoting the failure of
the building.

9. Elucidation of Risk to the Built Environment

This paper highlights the performance of a building under the impact of landslides
and the failure mechanism of rainfall-induced landslides (vertical cut slope failure). The
building collapsed due to vertical cut failure and was constructed without proper remedial
measures. Various engineering measures can be applied to protect soil vertical cuts. The
construction of retaining walls, subsurface drains, gabion walls, horizontal drains, and
mechanically stabilized earth walls can reduce the loss during disasters. The well-planned
construction of buildings with high-strength structural elements and providing ample
space between building and vertical cuts may reduce the damage due to natural disasters.
Along the Western Ghats, thousands of buildings and other structures are constructed
very close to vulnerable to vertical cuts, which tend to fail during high-intensity rainfall.
Figure 15a—i shows that the many residential buildings, commercial complexes, and shops
were constructed by making vertical cuts in the hill portion without any safety measures.

Figure 15. Vulnerable locations for vertical cuts: (a) Market place near the vertical cut; (b) Failed
vertical cut; (c¢) Building constructed near a vertical cut; (d) Partial damage of a building due to
vertical cut failure; (e) Improper stabilization for a vertical cut near the roadside; (f) Building very
close to the slope and vertical cut; (g) New building construction near a vertical cut; (h) Retaining
wall construction near a vertical cut; (i) Multistorey building near a vertical cut.
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10. Results and Conclusions

The Peringavu building collapse, resulting from a landslide (vertical cut failure) due
to intense rainfall, was the most significant landslide during the southwestern monsoon
period of 2018 in Kerala state. The study presents the investigation outcomes of the incident
through geotechnical characterization, the post landslide field condition, the mechanism
of failure based on numerical analysis, and the building performance under the dynamic
impact of the landslide. The salient conclusions are described as follows:

e  The laboratory experiments and geotechnical characterization revealed that sandy silt
(ML) was present at the failure surface. This soil type has low to moderate permeability.

e  The Peringavu landslide is in the midland region and it is associated with flat-top
laterite fields and hillocks. The thick laterite soil deposits and charnockite rocks
indicate the intense weathering process at the location. The higher-grade weathering
of Charnockite rock has produced laterite soil to great depth.

e  The first-stage rainfall analysis, low rainfall intensity, was applied for 61 days. The
matric suction of the soil in the top layer was observed to be greater, and hence the
results of the analysis indicated a high factor of safety values at the end of the first
stage of rainfall analysis.

e  The second-stage rainfall analysis results were based on moderate intensity rainfall
for ten days, which highlights the importance of antecedent rainfall statistics in the
analysis and its influence on the factor of safety of the slope.

e  The final stage analysis of the rainfall event included the highly intense rainfall. The
high-intensity rainfall on the last day increased the soil degree of saturation to higher
percentages. The higher degree of saturation on the slope and the consequent reduction
in the soil matric suction and progressive development of pore pressure led to the
reduction in the factor of safety values. Thus, the landslide occurred and led to the
building collapse. The results obtained from numerical analysis are similar to the
slope failure noticed in the field.

e  The study explained the performance of the building as well as the behavior of struc-
tural members under the landslide impact. The destruction of the building due to land-
slide impact was explained by dynamic impact analysis with finite element analysis.

o  The sudden impact loads of 428 kN/m (maximum) to 64 kN/m (minimum) were ap-
plied on the rear side load-bearing wall of the building at different heights. The beams
and walls were severely affected by the impact thrust, resulting in the demolition of
the building. The flexural strength of each beam doubled its design strength after
the impact load. The building differential settlement observed from dynamic impact
analysis was higher than the permissible limit.

e  The differential settlement of the building was 92 mm, and the lateral displacement
was 170 mm, indicating the demolition of the load-bearing structure. The bending
moments of beams in the plinth portion and on the first floor were two times higher
than the permissible limit after the impact load. The failure of structural elements
(beams and walls) showed the destruction of the building.
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