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Abstract: Hydropower is at the backbone of low-carbon clean energy, while large hydroelectric
generators play a key role in hydropower systems. In this paper, the tightness detection of stator
trough wedges in the offline state of large hydroelectric generators is mainly studied. The offline
state means that the generator stops running but does not need to move the stator and rotor. The
traditional detection of generator stator wedges has problems, such as long maintenance intervals
and low work efficiency. According to the structural characteristics of the generator, a generator
maintenance robot device based on the track mechanism is designed. The device can simultaneously
visualize the internal of the generator and detect the tightness of the stator slot wedge, effectively
improving the maintenance efficiency. According to the electromagnetic magnitude of the stator rod
in the alternating magnetic field, different stator slot wedge models are built for tightening, slightly
tightening and loosening. For the conventional slot wedge loosen detection, there is a problem that
the characteristic parameter is single, and the state of the slot wedge cannot be fully fed back. In this
paper, a method for extracting the Linear Prediction Cepstrum Coefficient (LPCC) and Mel Frequency
Cepstrum Coefficient (MFCC) of percussion sound signal is proposed, and the tightness recognition
of the stator slot wedge is realized by combining the BP neural network algorithm. Experimental
results show that the proposed method can effectively identify stator slot wedges in different states.

Keywords: stator slot wedges; tightness detection; linear prediction cepstrum coefficient; mel fre-
quency cepstrum coefficient; BP neural network

1. Introduction

It is predicted that China’s hydropower generation will reach 450 million kilowatts in
2030. In the face of heavy power generation tasks, the periodic maintenance of generators
is indispensable. High-quality maintenance keeps the hydroelectric generator in a good
maintenance condition, ensuring that it can operate stably and efficiently. Among them,
the loosening detection of the stator wedge is the core component to ensure the long-term
stable operation of the generator [1]. According to an IEEE expert investigation report,
more than half of the stator windings of the 25 MVA generator in the investigation are
caused by loose windings. Vibration stress has become the culprit responsible for the
frequent failure of generators [2]. The stator wire rod inside the generator slot wedge is
affected by the alternating electromagnetic force of 100 Hz for a long time during operation,
resulting in different degrees of vibration. Under the continuous action of electromagnetic
force, the stator slot wedge appears to loosen, and even some of the slot wedges fall off.
The vibration intensifies, causing wear and corrosion of the wire rod insulation material.
It is easy for insulation wear to cause eddy currents and vibration Electrical Discharge
Machining (EDM) discharge, the main insulation layer, is broken down and shutdown
events may occur, even causing safety accidents [3]. In summary, maintenance of the stator
slot wedge is the key to ensuring the normal operation of large hydroelectric generators.

Machines 2022, 10, 655. https://doi.org/10.3390/machines10080655 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/machines

https://doi.org/10.3390/machines10080655
https://doi.org/10.3390/machines10080655
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/machines
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7110-6932
https://doi.org/10.3390/machines10080655
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/machines
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/machines10080655?type=check_update&version=1


Machines 2022, 10, 655 2 of 20

In 1998, First Hydro Corporation (UCNW) jointly introduced a wedge percussion
device. When all the slot wedges are tapped, the data can be automatically processed
on a computer to get the degree of loosening of the stator slot wedges. However, this
device is too large and difficult to use [4]. In 2008, Jia Zhidong, Gao Shengqiang, and
others of Tsinghua University developed a portable detection system based on the theory
of Digital Signal Processor (DSP) embedded system. In the test, it was found that it is more
convenient to detect loose slot wedges than traditional detection methods [5]. In 2009, Peng
Xiang, Jia Zhidong, and others used 300 MW of generator samples produced by the Beijing
Steam Turbine Generator Company to build a model of the generator stator trough wedge
structure. Then, the tightness of the slot wedge was determined by the change in amplitude
and frequency based on the signal collected by the microphone [6].

In this paper, the main research object is the large hydroelectric power generator,
China Yangtze River Electric Power Company, which belongs to the vertical structure. The
speech signal characteristics extracted based on the sound signal generated by percussion
vibration are combined with neural network algorithms to achieve nondestructive detection
of generator stator slots. The results show that the MFCC characteristics of the extracted
sound signal have a good recognition effect on the classification of stator slot wedges.
It provides a reliable theoretical research basis for the detection of stator slots in large
hydroelectric generators.

2. Generator Overhaul Robot Motion Structure Design and Database Establishment
2.1. Design of Electromagnetic Percussion Device

This study is aimed at a large vertical hydroelectric generator with a rotor diameter
of 18 m, the length of 3 m, and a stator and rotor gap of only approximately 32 mm. The
traditional detection of the stator wedge used a copper hammer to strike the surface of the
slot wedge, the state of the slot wedge is judged by the sound generated by the vibration.
This approach relies too much on the subjective experience of the operator, and there is
no completely uniform standard within the industry. Therefore, an automated percussion
device needs to be designed.

According to the requirements of space size and percussion force, the electromagnet
motion distance is 12 mm and the maximum force is 35 N. As shown in Figure 1, the
difference between the top and horizontal height of the tapping rod reaches 32 mm. Where
the electromagnet device can be regarded as a moving slider, the angle between the con-
necting rod 1 and the dotted plane is 30◦. Linkage 2 can be divided into two parts, and the
length of the two rods (2–1:2–2) is approximately 1:2. From the mechanical analysis of the
mechanism, the force at the end of the tapping rod is roughly calculated to be 8 N.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the motion structure of the percussion device. 1−connecting rod 
2−stator 3−rotor. In order to reduce the interference of manual operating factors, this paper uses an 
electromagnetic tapping device instead of a copper hammer. When the voltage magnitude is con-
stant, the force of the electromagnetic tapping device can be well maintained. At the same time, in 
order to achieve continuous operation of the percussion device, the use of an optocoupler isolation 
drive module can effectively control the number of percussions and time intervals. 

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the motion structure of the percussion device. 1—connecting rod
2—stator 3—rotor. In order to reduce the interference of manual operating factors, this paper uses an
electromagnetic tapping device instead of a copper hammer. When the voltage magnitude is constant,
the force of the electromagnetic tapping device can be well maintained. At the same time, in order
to achieve continuous operation of the percussion device, the use of an optocoupler isolation drive
module can effectively control the number of percussions and time intervals.

As shown in Figure 2, automated control facilitates the performance of stator slot
wedge tightness detection without the rotor extraction of the generator. In the design, the
low-power stm32 microcontroller is used to control the generation of signals. The signal
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acts on the optocoupler isolation module and controls the electromagnet action. The control
chip uses a timer to achieve time error control of the tapping device.
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2.2. Generator Overhaul Robot Structure Design

Maintenance robots generally use bionic negative pressure and magnetic adsorption
when driving on the wall. The generator’s stator wedge is made of a combination of
multi-layered silicon steel sheets. Therefore, it is also possible to use adsorption to move.
However, it is necessary to combine the requirements of the working environment and pro-
cessing accuracy to choose the appropriate mode of movement. Table 1 lists the advantages
and disadvantages of several common adsorption methods.

Table 1. Advantages and disadvantages of common adsorption methods.

Adsorption Method Advantage Disadvantage

Bionic adsorption Miniaturized and obstacle
avoidable

High manufacturing accuracy and
complex structure

Magnetic adsorption

Permanent magnet Structure simply, stable and
efficient Difficult separation from the wall

Electromagnetic
adsorption Vulnerable to control Design difficulty and no power

failure protection

Magnetic tracks Large contact area Small adsorption force, high
manufacturing accuracy

Negative pressure adsorption Not limited by wall material High surface flatness for moving
objects

Each adsorption method has certain differences in the surface properties and instal-
lation accuracy requirements of the generator. During the long-term operation of the
generator, the surface of the trough wedge accumulates thick dust, debris, etc. Faced with
the dual needs of visual detection and stator slot wedge tightness detection, there are also
problems such as a small robot working space and high reliability requirements. From the
analysis of Table 1, it can be seen that the movement mode of wall driving is difficult to
meet the maintenance task. The structure driving on the stator surface cannot meet the
visual inspection of the rotor surface.

The research object of this project belongs to the vertical generator, and the height
direction is limited, it can be designed from the height direction. Therefore, it is considered
to avoid direct contact with the wall as much as possible and to improve the stability
of the device. In order to meet the needs of the generator maintenance task, the motion
mechanism of the generator maintenance robot needs to be further optimized.

In this project, a generator maintenance robot based on the track mechanism is pro-
posed, and the length of the moving guide rail can be designed according to the height of
the generator. As shown in Figure 3, the sliding tapping device assembly uses bearings
with shafts to achieve stable motion in the orbit driven by the traction line (not marked in
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the figure). During movement, the unit simultaneously performs internal visual inspection
of the generator and knocks on the slot wedge. The overall thickness of the robot is main-
tained at approximately 23 mm, which can meet the needs of two inspection tasks at the
same time.
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Figure 3. Sliding tapping device assembly. 1—Bearing with shaft 2—LED strip 3—Percussion device
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tapping device 8—Stator camera module.

As shown in Figure 4a, the scenario where the prototype of the overhaul robot is
tested in a laboratory environment. The sliding tapping device can achieve free movement
under the drive of the traction device. In Figure 4b, the camera device can detect the
target object well with the help of an auxiliary light source. After the camera is adjusted
to the appropriate position, the percussion device can be monitored by the host computer.
Figure 4c shows the external structure diagram of the stator slot wedge captured by the
device inside the generator, verifying the feasibility of the camera unit. In Figure 4d, it can be
seen that the environment of the test site is harsh and the operation is difficult. Figure 4e is
the guide rail on the generator stator for placing the maintenance robot, which is composed
of four carbon fiber tubes. It is very stable, and it can place multiple maintenance robots.
The percussion device works well in field tests, verifying the feasibility of the design.
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Compared with other wedge-shaped condition monitoring equipment, our advantages
are as follows:

• Compared with permanent magnet adsorption type and crawler type robots, the
generator maintenance robot based on the track mechanism can detect not only the
stator but also the rotor, and it does not need to contact the surface of the stator and
rotor, which will not affect the detection results of knocking sound;

• Compared with the crawling detection robot, the sliding tapping device moves faster,
multiple sliding tapping devices can be installed on the guide rail at one time, and
the position of the knocking device can be adjusted according to different generator
models. The surface of multiple stator slot wedges can be inspected at one time, and
the efficiency of detecting the generator can be greatly improved.

2.3. Build a Sample Library of Percussion Sound Signals

Next, in a laboratory environment, the different tightening states of the generator
stator slot are simulated to collect the corresponding sound signals. The generator is mainly
composed of stators, rotors, and other structures, and the main maintenance work here
revolves around the generator stator. Among them, stator slot wedge tightness detection is
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an important part of generator fault diagnosis. The generator stator slot wedge is mainly
composed of stator wire rods, gaskets, corrugated plates, slot wedges, and other parts, and
the structure of the slot wedges is shown in Figure 5.
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The stator rod inside the slot wedge is subjected to alternating electromagnetic forces
at 100 Hz for a long time [7]. When the incoming current of the rod is in phase, the electro-
magnetic force on the stator rod is vertically wedged down, and the force on the corrugated
plate is not considered. Conversely, the electromagnetic force on the upper wire rod will
exert a certain pressure on the corrugated plate, which in turn increases the corrugated
plate shape variable [8]. According to the calculation formula of the electromagnetic force
of the conductor in the magnetic field, it is obtained that:

Fr =
4π

bs
(irib +

ir2

2
)× 10−7 (1)

The current of the lower stator rod is ib = Im cos(ωt− 2
3 π), and the current of the

upper rod is ir = Im cos ωt. Where Im is the peak current and bs is the width of the
slot wedge.

Substitute the current values of the upper and lower layers into Expression (1) to
obtain the electromagnetic force on the wire rod:

Fr = −
√

3π Im
2

bs
sin 2ωt× 10−7, N/cm (2)

From Expression (2), it can be seen that during normal operation of the generator,
the electromagnetic force received by the stator rod is proportional to the square of the
working current. As the installed capacity of the generator increases, so does its rated
operating current. Therefore, the electromagnetic force generated by the stator rod will also
increase sharply. In particular, when the generator is short-circuited or a major accident
occurs, the electromagnetic force of the stator wire rod will reach more than 100 times. To
improve the safety factor, this article takes the electromagnetic force Fm = 120 Fr on the
stator bar when the generator is short-circuited. Fr is denoted as F1 and Fm as F2, so when
the electromagnetic force of the corrugated plate is greater than F2, it is called a tightening
state, when the electromagnetic force is less than F2 and F1, it is called a slightly tight state,
and when it is less than F1, it corresponds to a loose state. At this point, the tightness of the
slot wedge can be divided into three different states.

As can be seen from Table 2 above, this article divides the state of the slot wedge into
three states. It corresponds to the three situations in which the generator is not destroyed
in the event of an unexpected accident, the normal operation under the rated conditions,
and the inability to work normally for a long time.
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Table 2. Stator slot wedge fault classification criteria.

Number 1 2 3

Type of state Tight state Slightly tight state Loose state
The force on the corrugated board ≥F2 F2 > F ≥ F1 <F1

After establishing the classification standard, the mechanical analysis of corrugated
plates is carried out to solve the shape variables corresponding to different states. Based
on this, the stator slot wedge models of different states corresponding to corrugated plate
shape variables are built under laboratory conditions. The slot wedge structure of a large
hydro generator is shown in Figure 6. It can be clearly observed that the slot wedge
plate is composed of three complete sections. When manually knocking the slot wedge to
judge whether it is in a loose state, it is generally believed that there are two sections (two
knocking nodes) in the third section of the slot wedge, and if it is loose, it is determined that
the slot wedge needs to be tightened. In this paper, the slot wedge model corresponding
to different states is manually adjusted under laboratory conditions. In order to avoid
deviation in the installation process, the data of intermediate node 1© is selected as the
test point.
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As shown in Figure 7, after the simulation test bench is completed, the shape variable
of the corrugated plate in stator slot wedge is adjusted by replacing the gaskets of different
thicknesses, simulating the corresponding three different states of the slot wedge. In this
paper, 100 sets of tests were carried out on the slot wedge structures in three different states,
with a total of 300 sets of experimental data.
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3. Sample Data Preprocessing
3.1. Spectral Subtraction Noise Reduction Treatment for Multi-Window Spectral Estimation

Different from the periodic graph method to solve for power spectral density, the multi-
window spectral estimation method uses multiple orthogonal data windows to obtain
a direct spectrum of sample data. Then, a spectral estimate is obtained after smoothing.
This is more accurate than the period graph method, and it reduces the variance from the
original data.

Based on the slots, gaskets, and corrugated plates of the generator stators provided
by the Gezhouba Hydropower Station, the percussion test environment is simulated in
the laboratory. In order to test the noise reduction effect of the adopted method, the
Gaussian white noise of SNR = 3 dB is added, and the SNR of the sound signal after
spectral subtraction is 10.54 dB. This method can effectively improve the signal-to-noise
ratio of the sound signal. The noise reduction effect is shown in Figure 8:
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Figure 8. Comparison of noise reduction of laboratory knock signals.

When the power plant is tested on the spot, the surrounding units are still operating
normally, and there is more ambient noise. Therefore, noise reduction is required for
the sound signals collected in the field. In order to further verify the effect of spectral
subtraction noise reduction treatment, the percussion sound signal collected at the generator
plant site is used as a test. As shown in Figure 9 above, the percussion sound signal
waveform after noise reduction treatment has been significantly improved, which further
verifies the effectiveness of the noise reduction algorithm.
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3.2. Capture of Valid Fragments of Tapping Sound Signals

In speech signal processing technology, endpoint detection is an important and ef-
fective means of segment recognition. The traditional double threshold detection method
has a rear-end point deviation and is less robust under noisy conditions. In this study,
short-term spectral entropy and short-term energy were used to intercept the effective
fragments of the sound signal after noise reduction.

Short-term energy is a common means of signal time domain analysis, which can
effectively distinguish whether it is a voice signal. Speech signals are generally continuous
non-stationary signals, and the energy will vary with this feature. In the process of signal
processing, the non-stationary signal of 10–30 ms can be regarded as a stationary signal.
Then, the original acoustic signal is framed and windowed. Hamming window can effec-
tively reduce the leakage of percussion sound signal spectrum, and the Hamming window
function is selected in this article.

For the percussion sound signal, the sample data is x(n), xi(m) is a frame after the
percussion sound signal is windowed, and the length of the signal is N. The corresponding
short-term energy is:

AMPi =
N

∑
m=1

xi
2(m) (3)

After improving the resulting energy relationship, short-term energy ELi:

ELi = log10(1 + AMPi/a) (4)

If the constant a is larger, ELi helps to be alleviated when the peak of AMPi is abruptly
changed, which helps to distinguish noise in speech signals. The energy of the signal
mainly depends on the magnitude of the amplitude, and the energy curve is shown in
Figure 10:
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Entropy is used in statistical thermodynamics to express the probability of a random
event occurring. In 2011, Nemanja et al. proposed a speech recognition algorithm based
on spectral entropy, which has better detection accuracy than short-term energy in a low
signal-to-noise ratio environment [9].

xi(m) is the percussion sound signal of the i frame after the framing and windowing,
followed by a discrete Fourier transform to calculate the energy spectrum Yi(k) of the
frequency component of each spectral line. In order to avoid singular data in the energy
spectrum, the spectral probability density function pi(k) corresponding to the frequency
component is further calculated.

pi(k) =
Yi(k)

N/2
∑

l=0
Yi(l)

k = 0, 1, · · · , N
2 (5)
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The short-term spectral entropy of each frame of the percussion sound signal is
defined as:

Hi = −
N/2

∑
k=0

pi(k) log pi(k) (6)

As shown in Figure 11, the spectral entropy of a signal is determined by the degree of
confusion of the signal, regardless of the amplitude of the signal. Spectral entropy values
and zero-crossing rates exhibit the same characteristics for changes in signals, and the
degree of disorder within the percussion signal segment is low. As with short-time energy
and zero-crossing rate endpoint detection, the energy–entropy ratio can be used to detect
the location of the valid signal. The entropy ratio expression is:

EEFi =
√

1 + |ELi/Hi| (7)
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Figure 11. Raw signal vs. spectral entropy curve. (a) Raw signal curve; (b) Spectral entropy curve.

In this study, the percussion detection of the stator slot wedge surface is mainly
performed, and the excitation is equivalent to a pulse signal. As can be seen from Fig-
ure 12 above, the energy–entropy ratio curve can well detect the position of the effective
signal fragment.
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After calculating the energy–entropy ratio curve of the original signal, the signal curve
is smoothly filtered, then the range of the effective fragment is determined according to
the changing trend. During spectral subtraction noise reduction, the leading segment
of the tapping sound signal has a noise segment with a frame length of Ntl. By solving
the maximum value of the energy curve and the mean eth of the leading segment, the



Machines 2022, 10, 655 11 of 20

difference between the two obtains the positioned threshold Det. Set the conditions for the
judgment interval:

T1 = 0.05× Det + Eth
T2 = 0.1× Det + Eth

(8)

The position of the valid segment can be obtained by observing Figure 13, but some-
times there may be multiple places that are judged to be speech segments. Therefore, it
is necessary to intercept the corresponding length of signal according to different needs
and the position of the fragment. As shown in Figure 14, in order to ensure the subsequent
classification effect and the integrity of the signal, the signal fragment of 0.5 s is intercepted.
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4. Percussion Sound Signal Feature Extraction and Screening Based on
Speech Features

Before using the neural network algorithm for classification, it is necessary to perform
feature extraction and feature screening on the data signals to obtain a better prediction
classification result of slot wedge tightness. (1) Feature extraction. Extracting feature vectors
from raw time domain signals that distinguish between different states. (2) Feature vector
screening. In the extracted feature vectors, the optimal vectors characterizing different
states can be screened out, and the dimensions of the feature vectors can be reduced.

Yunnan University proposes an algorithm based on MFCC and LPCC to identify
congenital heart disease, which can effectively initially screen and diagnose coronary heart
disease [10]. The traditional tightness test of the stator wedge is usually performed by
manually tapping the surface of the slot wedge with a copper hammer. The tightness
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of the slot wedge is judged based on the sound signal generated by the vibration of
the slot wedge. Therefore, in combination with the experimental scene test method, the
sound signal generated by percussion vibration is extracted by using the speech signal
processing method.

4.1. Based on MFCC Feature Parameter Extraction

MFCC has become the most commonly used speech recognition algorithm because
of its simple extraction method, fast speed, and good noise resistance. The MFCC feature
parameter extraction process is shown in Figure 15.
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tening, slightly tightening, and loosening are converted into corresponding three−dimen-
sional diagrams. Here, three sets of data are selected for three different states. 
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As shown in Figure 16, the sound signals that strike the surface of the stator slot are
extracted by using 12-dimensional and 24-dimensional feature parameters, respectively.
The three sets of MFCC feature parameter matrices of fastening, slightly tightening and
loosening corresponding to 12-dimensional and 24-dimensional corresponding fastening,
slightly tightening, and loosening are converted into corresponding three-dimensional
diagrams. Here, three sets of data are selected for three different states.

From the comparison of data in the same dimension, it can be concluded that the
amplitude of each frame of the sound signal in the same dimension of the MFCC character-
istic parameter matrix in three different states is not obvious. The corresponding values in
different dimensions under the conditions of the same frame are very different. From the
data in different dimensions, the 24-dimensional MFCC feature parameter matrix contains
more information than the 12-dimensional parameter matrix. Therefore, the MFCC same
frame feature coefficient can be used as a data source in subsequent feature classifications
in different dimensions.
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Figure 16. Characteristics of the MFCC of the percussion sound signal. (a) 12-dimensional (Run15)
fastening state; (b) 24-dimensional (Run15) fastening state; (c) 12-dimensional (Run115) slightly
tight state; (d) 24-dimensional (Run115) slightly tight state; (e) 12-dimensional (Run215) loose state;
(f) 24-dimensional (Run215) loose state.

4.2. Based on LPCC Feature Parameter Extraction

The Linear Prediction Cepstrum Coefficient feature is obtained on the basis of the
linear prediction coefficient eigenvalue. The model function formula for known linear
prediction coefficients is:

H(z) =
1

1−
p
∑

i=1
aiz−1

(9)

If the impulse response of H(z) is h(n), the corresponding reciprocal coefficient ĥ(n) is
calculated. Then, there are:

ln H(z) = Ĥ(z) =
+∞

∑
n=1

ĥ(n)z−n (10)
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Substitute Expression (9) into Equation (10), and at the same time derive the z on both
sides of the expression:

(1−
p

∑
i=1

aiz−i)
+∞

∑
n=1

nĥ(n)z−n+1 =

p

∑
i=1

iaiz−i+1 (11)

After merging the two sides of Expression (11) with the same kind of terms, the
coefficients of the same type corresponding to the two sides are equal, and the following
expression relationship is obtained:

ĥ(1) = a1 n = 1

ĥ(n) = an +
n−1

∑
i=1

(1− i
n )ai ĥ(n− i) 1 < n ≤ p

ĥ(n) =
p

∑
i=1

(1− i
n )ai ĥ(n− i) n > p

(12)

From the above Equation (12), we can get the corresponding reciprocal coefficient
ĥ(n), where {ai} in the expression is calculated from the linear prediction coefficient.

In order to verify the effect of failure prediction in different dimensions of LPCC
and MFCC at the same time. Therefore, LPCC feature vectors of 12 and 24 dimensions
are extracted, respectively. The three sets of eigenvectors correspond to the stator slot
wedge model of the fastened, slightly tight, and loose states, respectively. Convert it into a
corresponding three-dimensional diagram and see if differences between different states
can be discovered. As shown in Figure 17, the same three sets of data are selected for three
different states.

From the perspective of the LPCC feature parameters of the same dimension, the
amplitude of the corresponding feature parameters is small. However, it was found that
there is a sudden amplitude mutation near the frame number of 20, which can be used
as a basis for subsequent feature screening. As the number of dimensions of the feature
parameters increases, the amplitude of the feature parameters becomes extreme. This
shows that there are also large differences between different dimensions, which can be
used as a basis for subsequent classification.
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Figure 17. LPCC characteristics of percussion sound signals. (a) 12-dimensional (Run15) tight
state; (b) 24imensional (Run15) tight state; (c) 12-dimensional (Run115) slightly tight state; (d) 24-
dimensional (Run115) slightly tight state; (e) 12-dimensional (Run215) loose state; (f) 24-dimensional
(Run215) loose state.

4.3. Principal Component Analysis Method Feature Vector Dimensionality Reduction

The differences in the MFCC and LPCC feature parameters of 12-dimensional and
24-dimensional extraction are mainly reflected in two aspects. (1) In feature extraction,
the difference in amplitude corresponding to the increase in dimensionality increases,
indicating that it may contain different information. (2) In the process of LPCC feature
extraction, it is obvious that the amplitude with a frame number of around 20 can be
observed to have a peak. However, it is difficult to determine the frame number range in
the MFCC, and further feature screening is required to reduce dimensionality.

According to the different states of the stator slot wedge, it is divided into three types:
tightening, slightly tightening, and loosening, which is a typical fault classification problem.
In classification problems, the key to eigenvectors is that the difference between sets of data
under the same fault type is as small as possible, and the difference between eigenvectors
is larger under different failure types. Taking the 12-dimensional eigenvectors extracted
by LPCC as an example, the vector matrix of each set of data extraction is 45 × 12. Follow
these steps for data processing:
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The extracted feature vectors may vary greatly from row to row, so the data needs to
be uniformly standardized. Standard deviation expression:

S =
1
n

√
n

∑
i=1

(xi − x)2 (13)

Homogenization:

x̃i =
xi − xi

Si
(14)

Step 2: Matrix Covariance Calculation
Using the Matlab Toolbox, the correlation coefficient of the matrix and its covariance

matrix are obtained. Further, the eigenvalues and eigenvectors corresponding to the matrix
covariance matrix can be obtained.

Step 3: Principal Component Matrix Calculation
After obtaining the eigenvalues of the matrix, the eigenvectors are converted into a

new identity matrix P in descending order. At the same time, the P matrix is multiplied to
obtain the principal component matrix.

Y = Px̃ =


e11 e12 . . . e1n
e21 e22 . . . e2n
. . . . . . . . . . . .
en1 en2 . . . enn

·


x1
x2
. . .
xn

 =


e11x1 + e12x2 + . . . e1nxn
e21x1 + e22x2 + . . . e2nxn

. . .
en1x1 + en2x2 + . . . ennxn

 (15)

Step 4: Principal ingredient extraction
Variance can be used to evaluate the degree of dispersion of the data, where the

eigenvalue of the covariance matrix of matrix λi(i = 1, 2, . . . , n) is the variance of the
principal components. Therefore, it is possible to calculate the proportion of each principal
component to the total component:

Sk =
λk

λ1 + λ2 + · · · λn
(16)

Therefore, the cumulative variance contribution rate of the principal components of
the first k items is:

∑ Sk =
λ1 + · · ·+ λk

λ1 + λ2 + · · ·+ λn
(17)

When the cumulative contribution rate of variance exceeds a specified value (such
as 90%), this component can replace the original n-dimensional matrix. This can achieve
the effect of reducing the dimension of the data, without losing the main information
of the original matrix. The eigenvectors extracted from LPCC are processed by PCA
dimensionality reduction method. Here is an example of the LPCC feature vector extracted
by Run115:

From the observation of Table 3, the cumulative contribution rate of the first five items
exceeded 98%. Thus, the first five terms contain most of the information about the eigenvec-
tors, and it can be used as eigenvectors in subsequent classification identification. By sorting
the data of each component, the first five items are extracted as the main components.

It can be obtained by sorting the cumulative contribution scores of each principal
component in the Table 4, and the first 5 principal components retained are 11, 12, 15, 16,
and 14. These five principal components are then extracted from the original dataset to
form the sample set in the subsequent chapter classification model. Similarly, the PCA
method is used to reduce the dimensionality of the feature vectors extracted by MFCC, and
the first 5 principal components 13, 14, 15, 12, and 17 are retained. This is consistent with
the LPCC dimensionality reduction treatment method, so it will not be repeated here.
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Table 3. Characteristics of PCA principal components.

Eigenvalue Contribution Rate Cumulative Contribution
Rate

7.5506 0.6292 0.6292
1.8932 0.1578 0.7870
1.6810 0.1401 0.9271
0.4792 0.0399 0.9670
0.2136 0.0178 0.9848
0.1000 0.0083 0.9931
0.0459 0.0038 0.9970
0.0211 0.0018 0.9987
0.0077 0.0006 0.9993
0.0058 0.0005 0.9998
0.0014 0.0001 1.0000
0.0006 0.0000 1.0000

Table 4. Principal Component Contribution Scoring Table.

The First Five Main Component Scores Score Constituencies

12.1947 0.9374 −0.6286 −0.4217 0.1754 12.2572 11
12.1250 0.8197 −0.6134 −0.4254 0.1796 12.0856 12
1.3350 −0.5784 1.4761 0.7841 −0.6023 2.4146 15
1.0494 −0.6200 1.4890 0.9257 −0.4775 2.3667 16
1.4096 −0.6476 1.5769 0.5616 −0.5640 2.3366 14
0.4666 −0.8178 1.6412 0.8476 −0.0596 2.0780 17
0.2825 −0.8966 1.5337 0.9852 0.0211 1.9258 19
−1.3844 2.5543 0.4315 −0.2770 0.6013 1.9258 6
0.4116 −0.4429 1.5739 0.5366 −0.2247 1.8545 13
0.3956 −0.9185 1.4466 0.9486 −0.0326 1.8397 20

Note: Since the extracted 12-dimensional LPCC feature vector has 45 frames, the subsequent have no effect on the
retained principal components. Therefore, only the first 10 examples are intercepted here.

5. Classification Recognition of Stator Slot Wedge Tightness Based on BP
Neural Network

The BP neural network is an algorithm based on gradient descent proposed by Rumel-
hart and Hinton in 1986. By constantly adjusting the weights between the connection layers,
the difference between the final output of the algorithm and the target value is as small
as possible [11]. BP neural networks can predict and classify data regression according to
different needs, and they are widely used in mechanical fault diagnosis, image recognition,
and biomedicine.

The steps for the BP neural network to implement stator slot wedge tightness classifi-
cation are as follows:

(1) Normalization of data. Due to the extraction of LPCC and MFCC feature vectors,
there are certain differences in values between frames. To avoid the impact of individual
data spikes, normalization is performed before being used as input.

(2) Build a BP neural network model. LPCC is known to extract 12-dimensional
and 24-dimensional eigenvalues with five sets of eigenvectors. Therefore, the number of
input nodes is 60 or 120. Calculated according to Formula (18), the number of layers that
determine the hidden layer is 12.

m =
√

n + l + a (18)

where is the number of neuron nodes in the input layer, is the number of neuron nodes in
the output layer, a ∈ [1, 10].

During the training process, the weights and biases of each neuron are zero at the
beginning, and the learning rate is 0.01. The BP neural network iterates repeatedly until
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the set training accuracy requirement reaches 0.001 or the maximum number of training
iterations reaches 1000.

(3) Network training classification. A total of 300 sets of percussion sound signals are
known to have been collected. In order to better train the model, the number of training sets
is 240 groups, the remaining groups are used to test the classification effect of the model.
Using the extracted feature vectors as inputs for training iterations, the classification effect
of LPCC feature training in different dimensions is shown in Figure 18:
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Figure 18. Classification accuracy of LPCC features in different dimensions in BP neural networks.
(a) 12-dimensional LPCC feature parameter classification accuracy; (b) 24-dimensional LPCC feature
parameter classification accuracy.

When the 12-dimensional LPCC is used as input, the number of trainings reaches
1000. The mean square normalization error of the training set is 0.0127, and the multiple
correlation coefficient is 0.97094. When the 24-dimensional LPCC is used as input, the
mean square normalization error of the training set is 0.0162, and the multiple correlation
coefficient is 0.96296. The multiple correlation coefficients of both are relatively close to 1,
indicating that the training set can well identify the slot wedges in different states.

When comparing the accuracy rates in different dimensions, it is found that the
24-dimensional LPCC feature vector has a higher accuracy. In order to verify the classifica-
tion effect of 24-dimensional feature vectors, the classification accuracy of MFCC feature
parameters needs to be further verified.

When the 12-dimensional MFCC is used as input, the normalization error of the
training set is 0.0025, and the multiple correlation coefficient is 0.9944. When the 24-
dimensional MFCC is used as input, the mean square normalization error of the training
set is 0.0009994, and the multiple correlation coefficient is 0.99775. This confirms that the
training set has a good recognition effect.

As shown in Figure 19, the accuracy of the 24-dimensional MFCC feature vector is
higher when comparing the accuracy rates in different dimensions.

As can be clearly seen from Table 5, the stator slot wedges trained in the fastened and
loose states using the BP neural network can be accurately identified. When establishing a
classification model of stator wedges in different states, the difference in shape variables
between slightly tight and loose slot wedge models is small, which may be caused by oper-
ational errors. Under the same eigenvectors, the 24-dimensional eigenvectors showed good
advantages, and the classification accuracy of the 24-dimensional MFCC reached 98.33%.
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Figure 19. Classification accuracy of MFCC features in BP neural networks in different dimensions.
(a) 12-dimensional MFCC feature parameter classification accuracy; (b) 24-dimensional MFCC feature
parameter classification accuracy.

Table 5. Classification accuracy of eigenvectors BP neural networks of different dimensions.

Feature Matrix Fastening State Slightly Tight State Loose State Classification Accuracy

12-dimensional LPCC 100% 80% 100% 93.33%
24-dimensional LPCC 100% 85% 100% 95%
12-dimensional MFCC 100% 75% 100% 91.67%
24-dimensional MFCC 100% 95% 100% 98.33%

6. Conclusions

This study proposes a generator overhaul robot based on the orbital mechanism,
which can simultaneously complete internal visualization and stator slot wedge tightness
detection. Its advantages are as follows:

• The sliding tapping device is installed on the guide rail and moves faster. The sliding
tapping device does not contact the surface of the stator and rotor, and it will not affect
the detection results of the knocking sound. It can detect not only the stator under an
offline state but also the rotor under an offline state, with wider applicability;

• Multiple sliding tapping devices can be installed on the guide rail at one time to detect
the stator slot wedge faster;

• Compared with manual knocking on the stator slot wedge, the knocking force of our
automatic knocking device is very stable, which ensures the stability of the inspection
slot wedge state;

• Compared with the detection results of traditional manual identification and the
detection robot slot wedge, this paper combines BP neural network to classify and to
identify the tightness of the generator slot wedge, which identifies the tightness of the
slot wedge faster.

Those effectively improve the overhaul efficiency of the generator. By analogy with
the method of manual percussion slot wedge listening to sound judgment, the phonological
characteristics of percussion sound signal are extracted. Then, combined with the BP neural
network algorithm, the tightness of the stator slot wedge is classified. Experimental results
show that the recognition accuracy of the eigenvector of the 24-dimensional MFCC reaches
98.33%. In this paper, the tightness of the stator slot wedge is introduced into the direction
of mechanical fault diagnosis, combined with a variety of digital signal data processing
methods. It provides a theoretical research basis for the detection of stator trough wedges
of large hydroelectric generators.
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