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Abstract: Precipitation nowcasting is one of the main tasks of weather forecasting that aims to predict
rainfall events accurately, even in low-rainfall regions. It has been observed that few studies have
been devoted to predicting future radar echo images in a reasonable time using the deep learning
approach. In this paper, we propose a novel approach, RainPredRNN, which is the combination of the
UNet segmentation model and the PredRNN_v2 deep learning model for precipitation nowcasting
with weather radar echo images. By leveraging the abilities of the contracting-expansive path of the
UNet model, the number of calculated operations of the RainPredRNN model is significantly reduced.
This result consequently offers the benefit of reducing the processing time of the overall model while
maintaining reasonable errors in the predicted images. In order to validate the proposed model, we
performed experiments on real reflectivity fields collected from the Phadin weather radar station,
located at Dien Bien province in Vietnam. Some credible quality metrics, such as the mean absolute
error (MAE), the structural similarity index measure (SSIM), and the critical success index (CSI), were
used for analyzing the performance of the model. It has been certified that the proposed model has
produced improved performance, about 0.43, 0.95, and 0.94 of MAE, SSIM, and CSI, respectively,
with only 30% of training time compared to the other methods.

Keywords: radar image prediction; rain radar; deep learning; precipitation nowcasting; UNet;
PredRNN_v2

MSC: 62M45

1. Introduction

Precipitation nowcasting from high-resolution radar data is essential in many branches
such as water management, agriculture, aviation, emergency planning, and so on. It aims
to make detailed and plausible predictions of future radar images based on past radar
images with information about the amount, timing, and location of rainfall. This problem is
significant to nowcasting the rainfall events in the next few hours with tropical depression
in a given direction, entering from one area to another [1]. In such a case with heavy
rainfall in the past few days, which is expected to continue to increase in the coming days,
the prediction would help localities to ensure the safety of dams and essential dikes, to
avoid unexpected flood discharges, causing flooding and inundation for the downstream
area. According to the report on the assessment of disaster events in the 21st century
implemented by the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters [2], floods cause
more negative impacts on people than any other natural catastrophe. Additionally, rain has
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a detrimental impact on travel demand and travel time, as well as on road traffic accidents,
in metropolitan areas worldwide [3–5].

In recent years, deep learning has been applied to many areas [6–8]. Various variants
of convolutional neural network (CNN) and recurrent neural network (RNN) architectures
have been modified and applied in a variety of domains to produce suitable versions
and solve specific problems [9–12]. Several studies on applications of deep learning for
time-series data problems are briefly reviewed as follows.

Khiali et al. [13] presented a new approach that is a combination of graph-based
techniques in order to design a new clustering framework for satellite time-series im-
ages. Spatiotemporal features are firstly extracted, which are then represented in their
movements in the graph. Based on their similar characteristics, spatiotemporal clusters
are produced. Since transmission lines often undergo various faults and errors, which
caused terrible economic damage, Fahim et al. [14] proposed a robust self-attention CNN
(SAT-CNN) that uses time-series image extracted features for detection and classification
of faults. By adding the discrete wavelet transform (DWT) preprocessing method, the
proposed model shows the superiority of the performance compared to others. Since in
the traditional approaches of exploiting time-series, there may be human intervention in
extracting features, Li et al. [15] introduced a novel approach that uses various computer
vision algorithms in order to automatically extract features from time-series imagery after
the images are transformed into recurrence plots. The method showed significant perfor-
mance in two datasets: the largest forecasting competition dataset (M4) and the tourism
forecasting competition dataset.

Precipitation nowcasting has attracted many researchers’ attention [16–18]. In recent
years, computer vision with deep learning has shown dramatic promise. Agrawal et al. [19]
applied one of the most popular models, UNet, in order to forecast precipitation and
produced favorably comparable results. In 2021, Fernández and Mehrkanoon [20] used
deep learning for weather nowcasting by presenting a novel UNet-based architecture
model, Broad-UNet. To learn more complex abstract features of input images, this model
alters convolution layers and pooling layers by asymmetric parallel convolutions and
atrous spatial pyramid pooling (ASPP), respectively. Thus, the Broad-UNet model exhibits
great performance compared to others. In order to support meteorologists nowcasting
short-term weather with a large volume of satellite and radar images, Ionescu et al. [21]
introduced the family of the CNN architecture, DeePS. By using five satellite products to
collect satellite image data, the model was analyzed and compared with other CNN-based
models and was found to reach a 3.84% MAE score for an entire dataset.

By applying deep learning methods in supporting meteorologists to predict future
disastrous weather, Zhang et al. [22] proposed a high-performance model for predicting
changes in weather radar echo shape, which is based on the combination of the conventional
CNN and the long short-term memory (LSTM) network. In practice, their model produces
significant results in various evaluation methods, such as the critical success index (CSI)
and the Heidke skill score, compared to ConvLSTM and TrajGRU models. Trebing et al. [23]
noticed that numerical weather prediction methods lack the ability for short-term forecasts
using the latest available information. They introduced the application of deep learning
in a novel comparable performance neural network, small attention UNet (SmaAt-UNet),
which uses only 25% of the trainable network parameters. Additionally, Le et al. [24]
firstly applied the LSTM neural network to perform flood forecasting on Da River in
Vietnam. The suggested model was evaluated by the Nash–Sutcliffe efficiency (NSE) score
in different prediction cases and produced considerably high performances (around 90%
NSE). In 2021, Le et al. [25] also compared different deep learning models for forecasting
river streamflow. Various state-of-the-art models were reviewed and evaluated, such as
StackedLSTM and BiLSTM.

Although the above-mentioned articles have contributed considerably to the fields of
forecasting and nowcasting by applying various state-of-the-art deep learning algorithms,
few can manage and apply spatiotemporal and temporal features in both long- and short-
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term time-series imagery. However, in precipitation nowcasting, not enough studies are
available that have applied time-series imagery to predict future scenes [26,27]. Recently,
Wang et al. [28] released a deep learning model that has proven powerful in processing
time-series image datasets. Despite the original model, PredRNN_v2 working well in
most cases, we noticed that this model took a tremendous amount of time for training
and testing (in terms of radar dataset), in particular if we want to retrain the model with
a larger dataset later down the road. This describes the motivation for this paper, that is, to
design a new deep learning method to improve the overall process and work well with
multistep prediction.

Therefore, in this paper, we aim to introduce a novel deep learning approach in precip-
itation nowcasting with valuable collected radar datasets to overcome the above limitations.
The proposed model is a combination of the power of UNet [29] and PredRNN_v2 [28]
with the purpose of reducing training and testing time while preserving the complex spatial
features of radar data. Our model benefits from the robustness of PredRNN_v2 in manag-
ing both spatiotemporal and temporal information of time-series images. Additionally, the
contracting and expanding paths of UNet have a vital role in reducing the size of inputs,
while it still captures the high-level features of original images.

In the implementation, we set up our case study to allow our model to have the ability
to predict images following one hour (6 timesteps with a 10 min gap) so that the model still
produces comparable performances. By such a design, the computation time of the training
and testing phases of the proposed model is reduced remarkably, approximately 30%
smaller than that of the original PredRNN_v2. In addition, our model produces impressive
performances compared to others by evaluating it with various quality assessments.

The organization of the rest of the paper is as follows. The data preparation and the
background underlying the proposed model are described in Section 2. In Section 3, by
leveraging the advantages of the encoder–decoder architecture, we introduce the most
suitable model for solving the above-mentioned problems. In Section 4, we present the
environment setup and the implementation served for the evaluation and the comparison
of the suggested model with others, as well as discuss the comparison results. Finally,
conclusions and future development directions are described in Section 5.

2. Data and Background
2.1. Background
2.1.1. Convolutional LSTM (ConvLSTM)

Since traditional standard LSTMs, which are special RNN architectures [30], have
a significant drawback in simultaneously modeling the spatiotemporal information of
inputs, the hidden states, and the output memory cells, the ConvLSTM [31] with various
improvements can tackle the problem of the former version (FC-LSTM). First, in order
to encode the spatial structure information, all the inputs X1, . . . , Xt, the output cells
C1, . . . , Ct, and the hidden statesH1, . . . , Ht are 3D tensors (RP×M×N), in which M and N
are rows and columns representing, respectively, the spatial dimensions. Second, since ‘∗’
and ‘�’ denote the convolution operator and the Hadamard product, all the gates it, ft, ot
are also 3D tensors, which are responsible for transferring the information in different
conditions. The equations of ConvLSTM are described as follows:

gt = tanh
(
Wxg ∗ Xt +Whg ∗ Ht−1 + bg

)
it = σ(Wxi ∗ Xt +Whi ∗ Ht−1 +Wci � Ct−1 + bi)

ft = σ
(
Wx f ∗ Xt +Wh f ∗ Ht−1 +Wc f � Ct−1 + b f

)
Ct = ft � Ct−1 + it � gt
ot = σ(Wxo ∗ Xt +Who ∗ Ht−1 +Wco � Ct + bo)
Ht = ot � tanh(Ct)

(1)

Since the last two dimensions of the standard FC-LSTM are equal to 1, FC-LSTMs can
be considered as the particular case of ConvLSTM. Although the ConvLSTM has a crucial
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role in paving the way for processing time-series image datasets for many real-life problems,
some points can be further improved in this architecture. First, the memory states Ct are
merely dependent on the hierarchical representation of the features of other layers due to
the states being updated horizontally of the corresponding layers. This means the operator
in the first layer of the current timestamp t will not know what features are memorized
in the previous top layer of the timestamp t− 1. Second, since the hidden states Ht are
the output of the operation on the two gates ot and Ct, which meansHt will contain both
long-term and short-term information, the performance of the model will be considerably
limited by these spatiotemporal variations.

2.1.2. Spatiotemporal LSTM with Spatiotemporal Memory Flow (ST-LSTM)

By combining the novel spatiotemporal long short-term memory (ST-LSTM) as the
basic building block with the architecture of the spatiotemporal memory flow design, Wang
et al. [32] introduced the predictive recurrent neural network (PredRNN), which overcomes
the limitations of the former version ConvLSTM. The equations of ST-LSTM are presented
as follows:

gt = tanh
(
Wxg ∗ Xt +Whg ∗ Hl

t−1 + bg

)
it = σ

(
Wxi ∗ Xt +Whi ∗ Hl

t−1 + bi

)
ft = σ

(
Wx f ∗ Xt +Wh f ∗ Hl

t−1 + b f

)
C l

t = ft � C l
t−1 + it � gt

g′t = tanh
(
W ′xg ∗ Xt +Wmg ∗Ml−1

t + b′g
)

i′t = σ
(
W ′xi ∗ Xt +Wmi ∗Ml−1

t + b′i
)

f ′t = σ
(
W ′x f ∗ Xt +Wm f ∗Ml−1

t + b′f
)

Ml
t = f ′t �Ml−1

t + i′t � g′t
ot = σ

(
Wxo ∗ Xt +Who ∗ Hl

t−1 +Wco � C l
t +Wmo ∗Ml

t + bo

)
Hl

t = ot � tanh
(
W1×1 ∗

[
C l

t ,Ml
t

])

(2)

Two significant improvements are introduced by the PredRNN model: the spatiotem-
poral memory cell Ml

t and how the novel cells are updated in the zigzag direction.
Two memory cells contain the temporal and spatiotemporal information: the conven-
tional cell C l

t is propagated horizontally from the previous corresponding layer at t− 1
timestamp to the current time step, and the novel cellMl

t is delivered vertically from the
lower layer l − 1 in the meantime. In the first improvement, by presenting gate structures
for Ml

t, the final hidden output Hl
t benefits from containing information of both gates

C l
t and Ml

t. Secondly, the spatiotemporal memory cell is delivered in the zigzag style
(i.e., information is conveyed upward first and then forward overtime between layers),
which means that from the first layer where l = 1,M0

t =ML
t−1 (L stack ST-LSTM layers).

The mechanism makes the long-term and short-term dynamics resulting in the hidden
output by twisting the pairs of memory states (horizontally and vertically).

2.1.3. Spatiotemporal LSTM with Memory Decoupling

In practice, by using t-SNE [33] for visualizing memory data at every timestamp,
the authors in [32] noticed that the memory states are not distinguished between each
other automatically and decoupled spontaneously. Based on the PredRNN, the authors
established a new loss function, which is the combination of the standard mean square
error loss and the new decoupling loss:

L = LMSE + Ldecouple (3)
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in which LMSE is the conventional loss function for the former version PredRNN, and
Ldecouple is the novel memory decoupling regularization loss function, which is described
as follows:

∆C l
t = Wdecouple ∗ (it � gt)

∆Ml
t = Wdecouple ∗ (i′t � g′t)

Ldecouple = ∑
t
∑

l
∑

c

|∆C l
t , ∆Ml

t c|
||∆C l

t ||c · ||∆Ml
t ||c

(4)

where Wdecouple is the parameter of a convolution layer added after the memory cells C l
t and

Ml
t at each timestep. By this means, two memory states are separated to train on different

aspects of spatiotemporal and temporal information. Further, the new convolution layer
is removed in the predicting phase, making the size of the entire model unchanged. That
makes a novel version of the PredRNN, PredRNN_v2 [28].

2.2. Study Area

In this study, we utilized a radar echo dataset, which was retrieved from the Phadin
weather radar station, located in Dien Bien province, Vietnam. The Phadin station, lo-
cated at 21.58◦ N and 103.52◦ S, is under the direct management of the Northwest Aero-
Meteorological Observatory and has the primary task of providing short-term forecast
information on meteorology and climate for the provinces in this region. Officially launched
and operating since March 2019, this is a doppler weather radar station and operates in
dual-polarization mode. This means that it is capable of transmitting and receiving pulses
of radio waves in both vertical and horizontal directions (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Geographical area of the region of study.

As a result, it can provide super-high-resolution weather observations and cover
a large area with an effective scanning radius of up to 300 km. For the issue of precipitation
nowcasting based on weather radar, the collected data here is understood as the composite
reflectivity images of radio pulses, in which, these images are grayscale images, and
each image represents a transmission and reception of a weather radar signal. With an
area coverage of 300 km × 300 km (equivalent to the effective range of radar), these
reflectivity images have a spatial resolution of 150 × 150 pixels and a corresponding
temporal resolution of 10 min. A total of 2429 weather radar composite reflectivity images
were collected during rainfall events that took place between June and July 2020 (in the
rainy season of Vietnam). Several weather radar images are illustrated in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Samples of radar reflectivity images were recorded in the period between 6:10 a.m. and
7:20 a.m. on 23 June 2020. The pixels with high value (white) denote raining areas. In contrast, the
low-value pixels are not raining areas.

2.3. Data Preparation

In neural networks, the dataset split ratio depends mainly on the data characteristics,
the total number of collected samples, and the actual model being trained. The single
hold-out method [34] is one of the simplest data resampling strategies that will be applied
to our training strategies. In order to train our model effectively and to produce excellent
model performance, we randomly divide our gathered dataset into separated three parts:
training, validation, and testing set with a ratio of 80:10:10, respectively. This means that in
2429 images of the dataset, the training, validation, and testing set will contain precisely
1947, 242, and 242 images, respectively, to the above ratio. In particular:

• Training set: The weights and biases of the model will be trained and updated on the
samples of the set until reaching convergence.

• Validation set: An unbiased evaluation will be calculated to see how fit the model is
on the training set. This set helps to improve the model performance by fine-tuning
the model,

• Testing set: This set informs us about the final accuracy of the model after completing
the training phase.

The details of how the dataset was divided are presented in Table 1, as follows:

Table 1. Quantity and size of each dataset.

Dataset Quantity Size

Training Set 1947 150 × 150
Validation Set 242 150 × 150

Testing Set 242 150 × 150

In order to make the images as inputs for our model, we stack all images into one
array and take the continuous sliding window of the stack sequentially until the index
reaches the end. For each consecutive part, we define a number of frames of the head as
input and the remainder as output in which a number of timesteps exist in the past. For
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example, we slide the consecutive image in the array with 10 frames wider per window:
5 for the input and 5 for the output.

2.4. Evaluation Criteria

In the context of computer vision, the mean absolute error (MAE) [35], which is
referred to as L1 loss function in some particular problems, is interpreted as a measure of
the difference between every pixel of the predicted image and the ground truth (true value)
of that image. Mathematically, the MAE score takes total absolute errors in the entire testing
dataset that will be divided by the number of observations. The MAE measure is described
in Formula (5) below, where ŷi and yi are the ith predicted images and the ith ground truth
in the testing set, respectively, and the subtraction operation is an element-wise operation:

MAE =
1
n

n

∑
i=1
|ŷi − yi| (5)

Another measure that also has a significant impact on assessing the performance of
the model is the structural similarity index measure (SSIM) [36]. The SSIM index calculates
the image quality degradation after some processing phase, especially propagating through
the deep learning model. Formula (6) below explains the SSIM measure mathematically:

SSIM(y, ŷ) =

(
2µyµŷ + c1

)(
2σyŷ + c2

)(
µ2

y + µ2
ŷ + c1

)(
σ2

y + σ2
ŷ + c2

) (6)

In Formula (6), µ and σ are respectively the average and variance of the label y and
the prediction ŷ, and σyŷ is the covariance of two images (y and ŷ). Furthermore, c1 and c2
are two variables responsible for stabilizing the division and are presented as follows:

c1 = (k1L)2

c2 = (k2L)2 (7)

where k1 = 0.01 and k2 = 0.03 are set by default, and L = 2#bits per pixel − 1 is the dynamic
range of the pixel value of the image.

Third, we also use the critical success index (CSI) [37], which is considered as the threat
score to evaluate how well our model performs compared to former models. Suppose that
we use the four quantities of the confusion matrix [38], which is described in Table 2.

Table 2. Confusion matrix.

Ground Truth

Rain No Rain

Predicted
Rain TP FP

No Rain FN TN

In Table 2, true positive (TP) is the number of ground-truth-positive pixels (Rain) that
were correctly predicted. False positive (FP) corresponds to the number of ground-truth-
negative pixels (No Rain) that were predicted incorrectly. False negative (FN) is the number
of ground-truth-positive pixels that were not predicted. True negative (TN) corresponds to
the number of ground-truth-negative pixels that were correctly predicted as negative. The
CSI score is shown as follows in Equation (8):

CSI =
TP

TP + FP + FN
(8)
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In the current paper, since our modification focuses on reducing the processing time
of the deep learning models, the training and testing time is also evaluated as a crucial
factor for assessing the performance of models. The last criterion that we include in the
evaluation phase is the multiply-accumulate operations (MACs), i.e., a MAC has one
multiply operation and one add operation. We clearly detail the model implementation
and evaluation results in Section 4.

3. Proposed RainPredRNN

In this article, by utilizing the strength of the PredRNN_v2 model, we propose the
new modified model, RainPredRNN, which can be fitted into the problems of processing
time-series radar images for predicting images in the following time step. Our model uses
the contracting-expansive path of the UNet model as the encoder and decoder paths before
and after forwarding input to the ST-LSTM layers, which will reduce the huge number of
operations required to be calculated.

3.1. Benefit of the Encoder–Decoder Path

Since the robustness of the UNet model has been verified in various domains over
the years from its first publication [29], we borrow the UNet-based architecture in order to
make our modifications. Thus, the proposed model will benefit from the abilities of the
contracting-expansive path and concatenation technique.

Encoder path: Two 3 × 3 convolution layers are repeatedly included to capture the
context of original images, and each layer is followed by a rectified linear unit (ReLU) for
making the model nonlinear and batch normalization (regularization). In order to reduce
the spatial dimensions, a pooling layer, which is a max-pooling layer, is applied right
after these convolution layers. After each of the above operations, the original inputs are
cut in half the spatial dimensions and double the number of feature channels to produce
high-level feature maps.

Decoder path: First, the model must upsample the feature map produced by the
encoder path to return to its original shape gradually. Secondly, after each upsampling
operator, the number of feature channels will be cut in half by a 2× 2 transpose convolution
layer. In addition, a concatenation technique will be used from the corresponding feature
map in the encoder path in order to avoid vanishing the gradients when training. Third,
two 3 × 3 convolution layers with ReLU and batch normalization operations are applied.
At the final layer, a 1× 1 convolution layer is used to map every pixel to the desired number
of classes.

3.2. Unified RainPredRNN

In order to take advantage of the UNet model, we will borrow the key characteristics
of its architecture: contracting-expansive path and concatenation technique. Firstly, every
original image is propagated through the encoder path with one max-pooling layer coming
between four 3 × 3 convolution layers. By doing this, the high-level valuable contexts
of the inputs will be captured and stored in the feature maps before processing by the
spatiotemporal LSTM layers (ST-LSTM). Since various image resizing algorithms cause the
loss of image information considerably and transform images improperly, the encoder path
keeps as much context as possible and still reduces the spatial dimension of original images.

Since ST-LSTM is designed with many gates and a huge number of floating-point
operations, the larger the inputs come in, the more calculations are operated. After the
encoding path, the original inputs are halved by the width and height and have more spatial
information. Thus, the computation time of ST-LSTM will be reduced significantly in both
the forward and backward propagation strategies. The visualization of our modification is
shown in Figure 3 as follows:
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Figure 3. Unified RainPredRNN model. The boxes with the text “ST-LSTM” denote the conventional
spatiotemporal LSTM, the gray boxes represent images in different processing levels of the model,
and the brown boxes are the copy of cropped feature maps. While the encoding path has a role in
reducing the spatial dimension of inputs for lightweight computation of the stacked ST-LSTM, the
decoding path processes the output of the stacked ST-LSTM to recover back to the original size of
the output.

The expansive path was added right after ST-LSTM layers, the outputs of the layers
were taken as the inputs. At this time, the skip-connection technique was applied to take the
cropped of the corresponding feature map in the encoding path to obtain more information
and avoid the gradient vanishing problem. By using one upsampling layer, we obtained
the original spatial dimension of the original images. We noticed that our modification
remarkably reduced training and testing time, while the model still produced the same
evaluated scores as the former version. We detail our experimental results in Section 4.

3.3. Implementation

In this subsection, to be able to predict six next frames (1 h in advance), all models are
set up in a proper manner. In practice, after conducting various experiments, we empirically
chose the best-fit hyperparameters for our model and resources.

To clarify our implementation in detail, we describe our hyperparameters, which
were practically most suitable with our dataset. Our modification model RainPredRNN
comprises the critical characteristics of the UNet architecture presented in Section 3.1, in
which the kernel size of convolution layers is set to 3× 3, and both stride and padding were
equal to 1. With this choice, our model captures the objects (rain) of our dataset because the
pixels move slowly.

In the main body of the model, we put two consecutive ST-LSTM layers together,
which were set up with 64 hidden states each and a 3 × 3 filter of the inside convolution
layers. Because the size of our input image is quite small, the number of stacked ST-LSTM
layers with the hidden states was kept at a moderate size. In addition, the total input length
was fixed to 12 frames, with the first six consecutive images for input and the last six ones
for ground truth. Thus, to compare the performance of all models, we trained each one
in 100 epochs, in which the batch size was set equal to 4, and the learning rate was set
equal to 0.001 during the training phase. All the models were evaluated with the above-
mentioned criteria. The results are shown in the following section, where, in particular, the
three baseline models (PredRNN, PredRNN_v2, and RainPredRNN) are implemented and
compared. Finally, all hyperparameters were chosen based on the knowledge about the
dataset and by different scenarios practically.

For implementing conveniently, we used the state-of-the-art machine learning PyTorch
library written in the Python programming language. These software libraries are free
open-source software for communities who want to develop and build machine learning
models in research and production. In addition, to visualize the model’s results, we also
imported and implemented the Matplotlib library. All algorithms and models used in the
paper are listed in the Appendix A.
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4. Results and Discussion

To conveniently implement and debug our source code properly, we prepared a single
powerful workstation running on the Windows 10 64-bit operating system. The machine
was equipped with one 12 Gb GPU card, GeForce RTX 2080 Ti. In order to run the proposed
deep learning model RainPredRNN on the GPU, we also installed the compatible version
10.1 of the CUDA driver, which can be integrated with the NVIDIA card.

In Figure 4, we observed that the models all converged to the same point as training
and validation progressed, approximately 2.5e− 4 and 4e− 4 of the loss value, respectively.
The detail of evaluation scores is listed in Table 3, in which MAE, CSI, and SSIM are
estimated in the test set. From the table, it can be seen that the SSIM measure of all models
is not significantly different (around 0.94), which means that the quality of the images is
not degraded after propagating.

Figure 4. Training and validation loss of models.

Table 3. Evaluation scores of our modification model with others.

Model MAE CSI SSIM Training Time (hour) MACs(G)

PredRNN 0.4535 0.9455 0.9397 15.1 101.469
PredRNN_v2 0.4157 0.9420 0.9430 15.53 103.885
RainPredRNN 0.4301 0.9590 0.9412 4.46 54.705

It is considered that the model RainPredRNN takes only below 30% of the training
time of PredRNN and PredRNN_V2. We can benefit from this point. It will have significant
meaning in the future if new training data arrive, and we want to produce a new version.
The MAC value of RainPredRNN is one second compared to the others, at about 54 billion,
so we can conclude that our modification remarkably reduced the number of operations
that need to be processed when training and testing. In addition, our model still has great
performance compared to former models. From the result, the models certainly produce
the predicted image with high quality and resolution.

Figure 5 shows the input and the ground truth that we used to test our model with
the former versions. A prediction example of three models is depicted in Figures 6 and 7.
The quality of our model tends to have a higher resolution and be more precise than that of
the models PredRNN and PredRNN_v2.

From these results, we can infer that the family of the PredRNN model is suitable for
the problem of precipitation nowcasting, and our proposed model can help reduce training
and testing significantly and also produces high-quality future images in a short time.
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Figure 5. Consecutive image input and ground truth for comparison: (a) input; (b) ground truth.

Figure 6. Predicted image of compared models: (a) six next predicted frames of model PredRNN;
(b) next six predicted frames of PredRNN_v2.

Figure 7. Six consecutive frames output of RainPredRNN model.
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5. Conclusions

In this paper, we proposed a new deep learning model, RainPredRNN, for precipita-
tion nowcasting with weather radar echo images. This model is a combination of UNet and
PredRNN_v2 with the purpose of reducing training and testing time while preserving the
complex spatial features of radar data. RainPredRNN manages both spatiotemporal and
temporal information of time-series images. Additionally, the contracting and expanding
paths of UNet have a vital role in reducing the size of inputs, while it still captures the
high-level features of original images. The experiments on real data from the Phadin
weather radar station, located in Dien Bien province, Vietnam, have clearly affirmed that
RainPredRNN reduces training and testing significantly and also produces high-quality
future images in a short time. The proposed approach has produced comparable results in
which the training time is equal to less than 30% training time and 50% MAC value of the
former versions.

However, some limitations of the proposed model remain, such as the validation
measures are not outstanding compared to the former measures. We retained the core
ST-LSTM layer as a building block, so the layer needs to be modified down the road. In the
future, we hope that we will also make further improvements to the accuracy of the model
for precipitation nowcasting.
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Appendix A

List of all algorithms and models used in the paper:

1. Adam is the learning algorithm that is used in the training phase to seek the con-
vergence point of the model. The parameters of the model are modified until the
model converges.

2. Convolutional LSTM is the general version of LSTM that is designed to tackle the
problem of processing image inputs. By replacing the multiply operator with the
convolution operator of spatial structure information, the model successfully encodes
the spatial structure information of input.

3. PredRNN combines the spatiotemporal LSTM (ST-LSTM) as the building block with
the memory flow technique. The ST-LSTM introduces improvements to the memory
cells, which contain the information of the flow (the memory flow technique) in both
horizontal and vertical directions.

4. PredRNN_v2 introduces the new component of the final loss function. This improve-
ment trains the model more effectively and successfully, but the overall size of the
model remains.

5. RainPredRNN is the proposed model, which is a combination of the strength of the
PredRNN_v2 model and the UNet model. The model borrows the contracting and
expansive path of the UNet model for processing input to reduce the computational
operators of the overall model. From that, the proposed model produces satisfactory
results in a short time.
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21. Ionescu, V.-S.; Czibula, G.; Mihuleţ, E. DeePS at: A deep learning model for prediction of satellite images for nowcasting purposes.

Procedia Comput. Sci. 2021, 192, 622–631. [CrossRef]
22. Zhang, L.; Huang, Z.; Liu, W.; Guo, Z.; Zhang, Z. Weather radar echo prediction method based on convolution neural network

and Long Short-Term memory networks for sustainable e-agriculture. J. Clean. Prod. 2021, 298, 126776. [CrossRef]
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