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Abstract: The sands of the Ofanto River (Southern Italy) include a volcaniclastic component repre-
sented by clinopyroxene, melanite garnet, amphibole and subordinate volcanic lithics. In order to
infer the provenance of this component, we have conducted a microanalytical and isotopic study on
the volcanic minerals of the sands collected in three different sites along the Ofanto River: (1) upstream
sector, where only sedimentary rocks are drained; (2) middle course, along a tributary draining only
the Monte Vulture volcanic rocks, (3) the mouth of the Ofanto. Moreover, minerals of the beach sands
of the Tyrrhenian Cilento coast were analyzed for comparison. The microanalytical study and the
Sr-Nd isotopic composition reveal the existence of two populations of pyroxenes characterized by
distinct isotopic signatures and indicating a provenance from two different volcanic sources. One is
confidently identifiable with Monte Vulture, and is evident in the minerals of the middle course and
mouth sands. The pyroxenes of the upstream sector, isotopically similar to those of the Cilento coast,
have a Campanian signature. The simultaneous occurrence of amphibole and garnet point to the
explosive eruptions of Mount Vesuvius as the most probable sources of these minerals. The absence
of Campanian pyroxenes at the mouth of the Ofanto River could be related to the occurrence of dams
limiting the transport of solids along the river.

Keywords: Sr-Nd isotopic fingerprint; Southern Italy volcanoes; volcanic minerals; volcanic input in
fluvial basin; fluvial transport; Ofanto Basin; Cilento Beach

1. Introduction

The Cenozoic magmatic rocks of Italy show extremely variable radiogenic and stable
isotopic signatures (e.g., [1] and references therein). In particular, a decrease in 87Sr/86Sr,
δ18O, δ13C and 3He/4He ratios and an increase in 143Nd/144Nd and 206Pb/204Pb from
northwest to southeast is observed (e.g., [2,3] and references therein). However, despite
this wide heterogeneity at the scale of the whole peninsula, each Italian magmatic province
exhibits rather restricted and distinct isotopic signatures [1,3]. This allows the use of
isotopic compositions as a tool to infer the provenance of volcanic material (glass, whole
rock or minerals) in the Italian Peninsula and Mediterranean area, in tephrostratigraphic
(e.g., [4–6]) and archaeometric studies of pottery made from volcanic rocks as raw material
(e.g., [7]).
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In this work, we have used the isotopic ratios as the main tool to identify the sources
of the volcanic minerals occurring in the sands of the Ofanto River (Southern Italy). In the
central part of its course, the river and its tributaries drain through the volcanic rocks of
Monte Vulture. However, the geographic position of the Ofanto Basin makes it an ideal
collector of volcaniclastic sediment deriving from explosive eruptions of other Southern
Italy volcanoes located outside the basin itself. Recent studies showed that a volcaniclastic
fraction, mainly made up of clinopyroxene, and subordinately of amphibole, garnet and
volcanic rock fragments, also occurs in the sands of the upstream portion of the Ofanto
River, where no volcanic rocks outcrop [8]. In order to distinguish the different potential
volcanic sources of the present river’s sediments, we analyzed three sand samples, from the
upstream portion, central sector and mouth of the Ofanto River, respectively; for each of
the sampling points, the area occupied by different lithologies was calculated. Furthermore,
a microanalysis of mineral phases coupled with the determination of 143Nd/144Nd and
87Sr/86Sr ratios was carried out to ascribe the volcaniclastic fraction to one or more of the
several volcanic provinces of Central–Southern Italy. Finally, in order to have a comparison
term, we carried out the same analyses on the same mineral species occurring in the
sands of Cilento Beach (Campania, Southern Italy), where the geographic position strongly
indicated their origin being from the Campanian volcanoes.

In areas with a high density of volcanoes, such as Southern Italy, the identification of
the contribution from different volcanoes, not necessarily directly drained by the river, is of
paramount importance in palaeo-geographic reconstructions, as well as in environmental
studies. However, a traditional component analysis does not always distinguish between
volcanic sources. The main aim of this work is to demonstrate how, combining petrog-
raphy and microanalyses with isotopic analyses can help to identify the volcaniclastic
contributions from different volcanic provinces to the sedimentation in river basins.

Detecting the variation of a volcanic contribution along the river’s course can also
provide useful information on the fluvial transport processes, particularly on the influence
of anthropic water regulation structures such as dams on the sediment transport to the sea.

Finally, distinguishing the volcanic contribution of different eruptive sources in the
river and beach sands can also contribute to reconstructing the dispersion of primary
explosive volcanic products, not always well preserved in the continental areas.

2. Geological Background
2.1. The Ofanto Basin

The Ofanto River drainage basin covers an area of 2780 km2 in the Southern Apennines’
northwestern sector (Figure 1a). The river springs are near the town of Nusco, in Campania.
It flows in a W–E direction for the first 30 km, then it borders the western flank of the Monte
Vulture volcano, following a S–N direction for about 30 km, and finally flows SW–NE until
reaching its mouth near the town of Margherita di Savoia, along the Adriatic coast.

In the upstream zone, the river mainly drains the Apennine units (Figure 1b). They in-
clude the Sicilide complex, represented here by a chaotic complex made up of olistostromes,
slides and huge olistoliths with different compositions and provenances set in a varicol-
ored clayey matrix [9], as well as yellowish quartz arenites of the Numidian Flysch [10].
The Ofanto River also drains the mudstones, marls, microbreccias and quartz arenites
of Lagonegro-Sannio-Molise units, minor limestones and dolomites of the Campania-
Lucania units, and predominantly, Pliocene deposits formed by conglomerates interbedded
with thin-laminated sandstones, siltstones and clay that represent the thrust-sheet-top
basins [10,11].

The other thrust-sheet-top basins (Castelvetere and San Bartolomeo formations) are
poorly represented in the drainage basins, with sandstones, claystones and conglomerates
cropping out only locally. In particular, the Castelvetere Formation is characterized by
siliciclastic deposits, mostly disorganized, coarse-grained quartz-feldspathic sandstones
and polygenic conglomerates consisting of igneous rocks and subordinate sedimentary
and low-medium grade metamorphic rocks [13,14].
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Figure 1. (a) Location of the Ofanto Basin and sampling points. The position of the main volcanoes of
the area is also shown; (b) Geological map of the Ofanto Basin (modified after [10]). The position of
the sampling points and the Conza dam is also shown; (c) Geological map of the area of Castellabate
(modified after [12]).

Monte Vulture occupies most of the central sector of the Ofanto Basin. This composite
volcano was active between 687 ± 8 ka and 141 ± 11 ka B.P. [15] and made up of a 700 m
thick pyroclastic succession with some interbedded lava flows [16]. The Monte Vulture lavas
and pyroclastics range from SiO2-undersaturated to strongly undersaturated [17–19] and
contain abundant Ca-rich, diopside to hedenbergite clinopyroxene, olivine, and amphibole,
together with plagioclase, alkali feldspars, feldspathoids (mainly haüyne and leucite),
melanitic garnet and rare melilite [18,20,21].

Along the final segment of its course, the Ofanto River and its tributaries mainly drain
Plio-Pleistocene deposits (yellow sand, conglomerates and bluish claystones) from the
Bradanic foredeep and the Mesozoic limestones and calcarenites of Apulia Foreland [10].

The oldest deposits related to the river Ofanto are the Lioni Synthem (Middle-Upper
Pleistocene), represented by fluvio-lacustrine sediments. Deposits of the Conza della
Campania (Middle Pleistocene-Olocene) and Fosso dello Stroppito (Middle-Upper Pleis-
tocene) Synthems form different orders of fluvial terraces related to the Ofanto River and
its tributary, Fiumara Atella, respectively [22].
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Aside from Monte Vulture, several other volcanoes generated widely dispersed ash
in the Ofanto Basin, at least during the last 100 ka. In the maar lake sediments of Lago
Grande di Monticchio, tephra layers from Somma-Vesuvius, Campi Flegrei, Ischia Island,
Aeolian Islands, Alban Hills and Mount Etna were identified [23]. Two tephra layers
were also recognized in the young fluvial terraces of the Ofanto Basin. The older, dated
to 40.7 ± 8.4 ka, was correlated with the Campi Flegrei Campanian Ignimbrite [16,24,25];
the younger (25 ± 5 ka, [16,24] was generically attributed to an eruption from either
Somma-Vesuvius or Campi Flegrei.

2.2. The Cilento Area

On the Tyrrhenian coast of Southern Italy, the Cilento area is mainly made up of the so-
called “Internidi” Oligo-Miocene terrigenous units, superimposed on the Lower Cretaceous-
Lower Miocene carbonatic rocks ([12,26] and cited references). The Internidi units consist of
turbiditic limestone/silicate-claystone or clayey arenites in which three tectonic units can be
distinguished: the North Calabrian units (Crete Nere and Saraceno Formations, [12,26–28],
the “Sicilide-like” units and the Sicilide units s.s. Above the uppermost tectonic units, a
Miocene syn-tectonic turbiditic unit, named the Cilento group, crops out [12,26]. In the
area of Castellabate, the Cilento group is mainly represented by the San Mauro Formation,
a turbiditic succession of clayey arenites and sand-grade limestone/silicate-claystone
with conglomerate layers (Figure 1c). A volcaniclastic fraction occurs in the sandstone
layers in the lowermost portion of the San Mauro formation, and is mainly represented
by rhyolitic rock fragments and loose crystals of plagioclase and quartz [29,30]. The San
Mauro Formation is drained, in the area of Castellabate, by the Testene stream.

The volcanoes of the Campanian province (Vesuvius, Campi Flegrei, Ischia, Procida)
are all at a distance < 100 km from the area of Castellabate. A significant volcaniclastic frac-
tion occurs in the sands of the beaches of Naples Bay; in particular, a component attributed
to the activity of Vesuvius was found in the sector between Naples and Sorrento [31].

3. Sampling

The sediments along the Ofanto River were sampled in three different localities,
from the upstream sector to the mouth (Figure 1a,b), chosen on the basis of the different
lithologies drained by the river and the accumulation of dark-colored minerals in the
sandy fraction. The bulk sediment from active sandy bars (Sample OFA-3b), from the
riverbed (Sample OFA-13bis), or from the beach sand at the river mouth (OFA-22 and
22b) was picked up and sieved with a mesh of 11.2 mm, in order to eliminate the coarse
fraction. For each locality, the sub-basin feeding the sampling point was outlined, and
the area covered by each lithology, obtained by the lithological map (1:500,000 scale) of
the National Geoportal of the Environment Ministry (http://www.pcn.minambiente.it/
mattm/servizio-di-scaricamento-wfs/ (accessed on 15 December 2021)), was calculated.
The used procedure and software are described in [8]. A further sample was collected from
the beach sand of Castellabate, on the Tyrrhenian Cilento coast (Figure 1c).

3.1. Sample OFA-3b

The sampling site, OFA-3, is located in the upstream part of the Ofanto Basin. Sample
OFA-3b was collected from an active sandy bar on the right bank of the river; locally dark
minerals accumulate in the sand (Figure 2a). The coarse fraction in the river sediment
mainly comprises carbonate and other sedimentary rocks. The main lithologies outcropping
in the drainage sub-basin feeding this point are represented by claystones and marls of the
Sicilide units, followed by the weathered limestone and marls of the Molise-Sannio unit.
Calcareous-dolomitic deposits of the Campania-Lucania unit and sandstone, as well as
conglomerates of undifferentiated Pliocene deposits are also drained. Moreover, a source of
sediments is also represented by recent alluvial deposits in the Lioni basin, also containing
a volcaniclastic fraction from Monte Vulture (Figure 2a).

http://www.pcn.minambiente.it/mattm/servizio-di-scaricamento-wfs/
http://www.pcn.minambiente.it/mattm/servizio-di-scaricamento-wfs/
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Figure 2. (a) Left: coordinates and picture of sampling site OFA-3. The yellow arrows indicate accu-

mulation of dark minerals; right: percentages of the lithologies drained by the Ofanto River in the Figure 2. (a) Left: coordinates and picture of sampling site OFA-3. The yellow arrows indicate
accumulation of dark minerals; right: percentages of the lithologies drained by the Ofanto River
in the sub-basin feeding this sampling site (modified after [8]); (b) left: coordinates and picture of
sampling site OFA-13bis. The yellow star indicates the site along the small tributary where the sample
was picked up; right: percentages of the lithologies drained by the tributary in the sub-basin feeding
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this sampling site (modified after [8]); (c) left: coordinates and picture of the Ofanto mouth and the
beach of Margherita di Savoia (sampling site OFA-22). Accumulations of dark minerals (sample 22b)
are clearly visible on the beach. Right: percentages of the lithologies drained by the Ofanto River in
the whole basin (modified after [8]); (d) coordinates and picture of sampling site CA on the beach of
Castellabate (Cilento Tyrrhenian coast).

3.2. Sample OFA-13bis

Site OFA-13 is located in the intermediate portion of the Ofanto drainage basin, along
Fiumara Arcidiaconata, a right tributary of the Ofanto River flowing on the eastern slope
of the Monte Vulture volcano. The sediment is rather sandy, and dark minerals accumulate
on the ripples’ crest in the riverbed. The sample OFA-13bis was picked up from a small
creek bed, a few meters upstream of its confluence with Fiumara Arcidiaconata (star in
Figure 2b). The sub-basin feeding this point almost exclusively drains the volcanic rocks of
Monte Vulture.

3.3. Sample OFA-22 and 22b

Sample OFA-22 represents a beach sand from the Ofanto mouth, on the Adriatic
coast and near the town of Margherita di Savoia (Apulia). This area shows evidence of
high erosion rates and retreatment of the mouth, as witnessed by the shape of the mouth,
a simple channel without ramification, and the occurrence of well-developed soil very close
to the beach. The beach is sandy and shows diffuse accumulations of dark-colored minerals
(Figure 2c). A small trench dug on the beach revealed an alternation of light and dark
levels. Two samples were collected here: OFA-22 is the bulk sediment, and was used for
the component analyses; OFA-22b is an accumulation of dark minerals from which crystals
were separated for microanalyses and isotopic analyses. The whole Ofanto drainage basin
feeds this sampling point; the percentages of drained lithologies are shown in Figure 2c.

3.4. Sample CA

Aside from the samples from the Ofanto River, we also collected a sample (CA) from
the Tyrrhenian coast of Cilento, near the town of Castellabate. The beach is sandy and
mainly composed of carbonate grains. However, locally, it shows accumulations of dark
minerals very similar to those of Margherita di Savoia (Figure 2d).

4. Analytical Methods
4.1. Sample Preparation and Modal Analysis

All the samples were washed with H2O2 to remove organic matter, dried and sieved
from 8 to 0.062 mm. Sieves with 1 Φ intervals were used for samples from the riverbed
(OFA-3b and OFA-13bis), while 1

2 Φ sieving intervals were used for the finer beach sands
(OFA-22 and CA). The same procedure was followed for sample OFA-22b (concentration
of dark minerals in the sands of Ofanto mouth). The different granulometric fractions
were preliminary observed under the stereomicroscope in order to detect those containing
the highest amount of volcanic minerals. Polished, uncovered, and thin sections for the
petrographic and microanalytical study were prepared with a 0.25–0.50 mm (0.25–0.355 for
beach samples) size fraction of the samples. For the OFA-22 site, we used the bulk sample
(OFA-22) for petrographic and modal analysis, the heavy mineral accumulation (OFA-22b)
for microanalysis, and crystal separation for isotopic analysis.

A petrographic examination and modal analysis by the point-counting method was
carried out on the four bulk samples under the optical polarizing microscope. At least
three hundred points for each thin section were counted following the Gazzi–Dickinson
method [32,33].

4.2. Microanalysis

Selected heavy volcanic minerals (pyroxene, amphibole and melanite garnet) were
analyzed by Electron Probe Micro-Analyzer (EPMA) on polished, graphite-coated thin
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sections. We used the JEOL JXA-8230 instrument of the SILA-CM2 lab at the University of
Calabria, equipped with 5 WDS spectrometers, with LiF, PETJ, TIAP and LiFL crystals and
one EDS spectrometer. This instrument is also equipped with secondary electrons (SE), and
back-scattered electrons (BSE) detectors as well as an optical microscope. WDS analyses
were carried out with an accelerating voltage of 15 keV and probe current of 10 nA. Count
times were 15 s for Na and 30 s for other elements. The chrome diopside standard of SPI
supplies (SPI#02757-AB, serial 4AK) was used as a reference material and was analyzed
twice before each analysis session with the same analytical conditions. Accuracy, calculated
as the relative difference with respect to reference values, was always better than 1% for
SiO2, CaO and MgO and 5% for the rest of major elements. An analysis of the standard
and its certified values are presented in the Supplementary Material Table S1.

4.3. Strontium and Neodymium Isotopic Composition Analysis

From the same grain size fraction used for petrographic and microanalysis, pyroxene
crystals were picked by hand for isotopic analyses. When occurring, different families
of pyroxene, with either light or dark colors, were selected (Figure 3). Only for sample
OFA-13bis was it possible to separate an amount of amphibole crystals sufficient for isotopic
analyses. For each category, at least 0.2 g of material was separated and successively washed
in an ultrasonic bath using deionized water.

Sample pre-treatment and dissolution, as well as Sr-Nd separation from the matrix,
were carried out within a Plexiglas laminar flow hood equipped with two HEPA filters,
located in an ISO 6 class clean room at Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, dell’Ambiente
e delle Risorse (DiSTAR, Naples, Italy). Before dissolution, an aliquot of separated and
purified crystals sufficient for reaching the weight of 50 mg (necessary weight to ensure that
Sr and Nd are enough for statistically representative isotopic analyses), were leached with
6 N Suprapur® grade HCl for 10′ on a hot plate at ca. 80 ◦C, and then rinsed with Milli-Q®

water (18.2 MΩ resistivity) for 5′ on a hot plate; the procedure was repeated three times in
order to get rid of possible secondary carbonates. Leached fractions were then dissolved
with Suprapur® grade HF-HNO3-HCl acid mixtures, the whole procedure lasting four days
overall. Sr and Nd were separated from the matrix through conventional cation-exchange
chromatographic techniques on quartz columns filled with either AG® 50W-X8 (for Sr
and Rare Earth Elements) or Ln Spec® (for Nd) resins, using diluted Suprapur® grade
HCl as eluent. The blank for Sr was ~100 pg during the period of chemistry processing,
negligible considering the average Sr content of the studied pyroxenes, estimated to be
~75 ppm based on literature data [34]. In such a clean laboratory, no determination for
Nd blank was believed to be necessary. The isotopic composition of Sr and Nd was
determined at DiSTAR (Naples, Italy) through thermal ionization mass spectrometry
(TIMS) techniques using a Thermo Scientific Triton Plus® mass spectrometer (Thermo
Fisher Scientific, Bremen, Germany). The instrument was equipped with one fixed and
eight adjustable Faraday cups for simultaneous acquisition of several ion beams in static
mode. The standard error with N = 150, i.e., 2σ mean, was better than ±0.000009 for both
Sr and Nd measurements (Table 1). In-run isotopic fractionation was corrected through the
normalization of measured 87Sr/86Sr and 143Nd/144Nd ratios to 88Sr/86Sr = 8.37521 and
146Nd/144Nd = 0.7219, respectively. During the period of analysis, replicate measurements
of NIST–SRM 987 (SrCO3) and JNdi–1 international reference standards were carried
out to check for external reproducibility, 2σ (σ is the standard deviation of the standard
results, [35]), obtaining the following mean values: 87Sr/86Sr = 0.710234± 0.000013 (N = 48)
for NIST–SRM 987; 143Nd/144Nd = 0.512095 ± 0.000006 (N = 31) for JNdi–1. The measured
Sr and Nd isotope ratios were normalized to the recommended values of NIST–SRM 987
(87Sr/86Sr = 0.710248 ± 0.000012 (σ), [36]) and JNdi–1 (143Nd/144Nd = 0.512107 ± 0.000012
(σ) [36]) standards, respectively.
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Figure 3. Separated clinopyroxene crystals selected for the isotopic analyses. (a,b): dark- and light-
green crystals separated from the granulometric fraction between 0.25 and 0.50 mm of sample OFA-3b;
(c,d): dark- and light-green crystals separated from the granulometric fraction between 0.25 and
0.50 mm of sample OFA-13bis; (e,f): dark- and light-green crystals separated from the granulometric
fraction between 0.25 and 0.355 mm of sample OFA-3b; (g,h): dark- and light-green crystals separated
from the granulometric fraction between 0.25 and 0.355 mm of sample CA.
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Table 1. Sr- and Nd-isotope date.

Sample Mineral 87Sr/86Sr 2s 143Nd/144Nd 2s

(1) (2)

OFA-3b
green pyroxene 0.708192 ±0.000006 0.512463 ±0.000005
dark pyroxene 0.707208 ±0.000007 0.512515 ±0.000004

OFA-13bis
green pyroxene 0.705979 ±0.000007 0.512687 ±0.000005
dark pyroxene 0.705774 ±0.000007 0.512704 ±0.000005

amphibole 0.706053 ±0.000008 0.512692 ±0.000006

OFA-22b
green pyroxene 0.706170 ±0.000006 0.512685 ±0.000005
dark pyroxene 0.705837 ±0.000006 0.512693 ±0.000005

CA
green pyroxene 0.707122 ±0.000006 * 0.512493 ±0.000008
dark pyroxene 0.707483 ±0.000006 0.512492 ±0.000004

(1) Data normalized against NIST SRM 987 (recommended 87Sr/86Sr = 0.710248; [36]); (2) data normalized against
JNdi-1 (recommended 143Nd/144Nd = 0.512107; [36]); * weighted mean of two measurements.

5. Results
5.1. Petrography and Modal Composition of the Sands

In Figure 4, some photomicrographs on thin sections show the petrographic features
of the analyzed sand samples. In Table 2 and Figure 5, the modal compositions of the
analyzed samples are shown. Heavy-phases loose crystals are an important component of
all the analyzed samples. They are represented by light-colored-to-green clinopyroxene
and less abundant amphibole and garnet. The latter always has a light-to-dark-brown color,
which allows us to identify it as melanite, a common accessory mineral in the alkaline
volcanic rocks of Monte Vulture and Vesuvius [18,37]. Quartz commonly occurs in all
the samples in coarse-grained sedimentary or metamorphic rock fragments or as a single
grain. Additionally, in the latter case, however, it has been considered non-volcanic in
origin, because it is not present as a mineral phase in the rocks of Southern Italy volcanoes.
Feldspars are represented by orthoclase and minor microcline, while plagioclase is rare.
Micas are always subordinate. Siliciclastic, carbonate, metamorphic and volcanic rock
fragments with different textures occur in variable amounts in the four samples. In the
sand fraction of the sample picked up in the upstream sector (OFA-3b), all the grains have
rather sharp edges (Figure 4a). The most abundant components are represented by quartz
and clinopyroxene single crystals, followed by feldspar (mainly represented by orthoclase
and microcline and subordinately by plagioclase) (Figure 5a). Clinopyroxene ranges from
colorless to green, sometimes with obvious zoning (Figure 4b). Minor amounts of light-
brown melanite garnet, amphibole and micas as single crystals also occur. Rock fragments
also occur and include clasts of volcanic origin, mainly with microlithic or lathwork texture,
carbonate clasts, siliciclastic sedimentary fragments and metamorphic rocks.

Sample OFA-13bis shows higher contents of heavy minerals of volcanic origin: clinopy-
roxene reaches 46%, while amphibole and yellow-to-dark-brown melanite garnet represent
5 and 2%, respectively (Figure 5b). Clinopyroxene often contains opaque minerals and
occurs as light and more abundant dark-green crystals. It is not rare to find zoned crystals
with a green core and lighter-colored rim or vice versa. They are sometimes surrounded
by a rim of volcanic glass (Figure 4c). All the volcanic minerals have rather sharp edges,
with only a few slightly rounded melanite crystals (Figure 4d). Volcanic rock fragments
also contain a significant proportion of sand (12%). They are generally sub-rounded and
have microlithic and lathwork textures, with groundmass and microphenocrysts usually
made of acicular plagioclase. The other components (quartz, microcline and orthoclase
single crystals, rounded carbonate grains, siliciclastic and metamorphic rock fragments)
are subordinate.



Minerals 2022, 12, 232 10 of 22

Minerals 2022, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 26 
 

 

sediments [8]. Single, mainly rounded quartz crystals are also abundant (Figure 4e). The 

volcaniclastic fraction is represented exclusively by loose clinopyroxene crystals (26%) 

and minor amphibole and melanite (Figure 4f), while volcanic rock fragments are absent 

(Figure 5c). 

Finally, in the beach sand of Castellabate, well-rounded carbonate rock fragments 

prevail on the other sedimentary and metamorphic rock components (Figures 4g and 5d). 

A significant volcaniclastic fraction occurs, exclusively represented by loose crystals of 

colorless-to-green pyroxenes, amphibole and yellow-to-brown melanite garnet (Figure 

4h). Volcanic rock fragments are very rare and display a microlithic texture. 

 

Figure 4. Microphotos of diagnostic grains in the studied samples. All the images are in plane-
polarized light. (a): sample OFA-3b, general view of the sand. Garnet (dark brown), light and
dark-green pyroxene, quartz, feldspar and volcaniclastic rock fragments are visible. (b): sample OFA-3b,
zoned, dark-green clinopyroxene (cpx), surrounded by quartz (qz) and feldspar (feld) crystals. A light-
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dark volcanic glass and light green pyroxene. An opaque (opq) is also visible on the right; (d): sample
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Table 2. Modal composition of the sands.

Sample OFA-3b OFA-13
bis OFA-22 CA

Lm 5.3 1.7 3.7 11.8
Lss 4.7 5.0 4.3 0.0
Lsc 7.3 3.7 24.7 18.0
Lv 9.0 12.3 0.0 0.0
Q 27.0 7.7 25.7 15.6
F 13.3 8.3 11.7 9.6

Opq 0.0 0.0 0.7 2.4
Px 27.3 45.3 25.7 23.6

Amph 0.3 5.3 1.7 7.8
Mlt 0.7 2.0 1.0 5.4
M 0.7 1.7 0.3 0.0

ind./alt. 4.3 5.7 0.7 6.0
Px+Amph+Mlt+Lv 37.3 65.0 28.3 36.7

Abbreviations as in Figure 5.
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course of the Ofanto River, modified after [8]; (d): sample CA collected from the Cilento Beach.

In the beach sample picked up at the mouth of the Ofanto River (OFA-22) a high
percentage of carbonate rock fragments occur, due to the erosion of the Bradanic foredeep
sediments [8]. Single, mainly rounded quartz crystals are also abundant (Figure 4e). The vol-
caniclastic fraction is represented exclusively by loose clinopyroxene crystals (26%) and minor
amphibole and melanite (Figure 4f), while volcanic rock fragments are absent (Figure 5c).

Finally, in the beach sand of Castellabate, well-rounded carbonate rock fragments
prevail on the other sedimentary and metamorphic rock components (Figures 4g and 5d).
A significant volcaniclastic fraction occurs, exclusively represented by loose crystals of
colorless-to-green pyroxenes, amphibole and yellow-to-brown melanite garnet (Figure 4h).
Volcanic rock fragments are very rare and display a microlithic texture.

5.2. Heavy Volcanic Minerals Composition

EMPA-WDS average analyses of clinopyroxene, garnet and amphibole are listed in Table 3.
The whole set of data is provided in the (Supplementary Material Tables S2–S4, respectively).
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Table 3. Average composition of the volcanic heavy minerals obtained by EPMA.

Clinopyroxene Melanite Amphibole

Sample OFA 3b
(30)

OFA-13bis
(35)

OFA-22b
(7)

CA
(23) Sample OFA-3b

(11)
OFA-13bis

(9)
OFA-22b

(7)
CA
(11) Sample OFA-3b

(5)
OFA-13bis

(2)
OFA-22b

(3)
CA
(3)

SiO2 45.07 46.49 46.64 43.90 SiO2 34.65 34.30 34.00 35.66 SiO2 36.29 39.21 37.61 37.92
TiO2 1.29 1.37 1.20 1.62 TiO2 3.46 5.53 3.84 3.16 TiO2 2.19 2.20 1.89 1.92

Al2O3 8.21 7.90 6.64 8.75 Al2O3 8.09 5.52 6.31 8.64 Al2O3 15.27 16.31 13.93 13.58
Cr2O3 0.07 0.01 0.03 0.01 Cr2O3 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.03 Cr2O3 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01
Fe2O3 6.46 3.31 3.94 3.05 Fe2O3 15.22 16.60 16.69 13.79 Fe2O3 4.36 6.72 4.51 1.97
FeO 5.95 7.09 5.45 9.82 FeO 5.33 4.96 3.83 4.56 FeO 16.52 5.73 11.80 15.75

MnO 0.00 0.28 0.26 0.31 MnO 1.02 0.62 0.91 1.14 MnO 0.00 0.15 0.38 0.96
NiO 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.03 MgO 0.28 0.65 0.43 0.37 MgO 6.79 12.51 9.33 7.42
MgO 9.50 10.31 11.45 8.46 CaO 31.53 30.90 32.14 31.34 CaO 11.14 11.58 11.20 10.72
CaO 23.09 21.97 22.53 22.10 Na2O 1.77 1.73 1.45 1.74

Na2O 0.55 0.56 0.38 0.00 K2O 2.74 1.83 2.30 2.71
K2O 0.01 0.08 0.02 0.13
sum 100.22 99.38 98.55 98.18 sum 99.59 99.11 98.16 98.69 sum 97.10 97.99 94.43 94.70

Si 1.71 1.76 1.77 1.71 Si 2.86 2.85 2.86 2.93 Si 5.67 5.74 5.89 6.01
Al 0.29 0.24 0.23 0.29 Al IV 0.14 0.15 0.14 0.07 AlIV 2.33 2.26 2.11 1.99
Al 0.07 0.11 0.07 0.11 Al VI 0.67 0.42 0.51 0.80 AlVI 0.48 0.56 0.47 0.56
Ti 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.05 Ti 0.22 0.35 0.24 0.20 Fe3+ 0.51 0.74 0.53 0.24

Fe3+ 0.19 0.10 0.11 0.09 Fe3+ 0.95 1.04 1.06 0.85 Ti 0.26 0.24 0.22 0.23
Mg 0.53 0.58 0.65 0.49 Fe2+ 0.37 0.35 0.27 0.31 Fe2+ 2.16 0.70 1.58 2.10
Fe2+ 0.19 0.23 0.17 0.32 Mn 0.07 0.04 0.06 0.08 Mn 0.00 0.02 0.05 0.13
Mn 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 Mg 0.03 0.08 0.05 0.05 Mg 1.58 2.73 2.15 1.74
Ca 0.94 0.89 0.92 0.92 Ca 2.79 2.76 2.89 2.76 Ca 1.86 1.82 1.88 1.82
Na 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.00 Na 0.54 0.49 0.44 0.53
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 Total 8.09 8.03 8.09 8.06 K 0.55 0.34 0.46 0.55

Total 15.95 15.65 15.78 15.91
Z 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 Alm 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

X Y 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 Ti-Adr 57.48 66.02 64.60 53.23
Grs 38.62 28.67 30.86 42.03

En 28.62 32.14 34.67 26.75 Prp 1.27 3.41 2.05 1.69
Fe 20.57 18.35 15.98 22.93 Sps 2.61 1.83 2.44 2.96
Wo 50.81 49.51 49.35 50.32 Uv 0.03 0.07 0.05 0.09

Numbers in brackets refer to the number of analyzed points.
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The color difference observed under the optical microscope for the clinopyroxene of the
four samples is a consequence of compositional differences, ranging from diopside (En48Fe5,
Mg# = 0.9) to Fe-rich, hedenbergite terms (En15Fe35, Mg# = 0.3). All of the analyzed minerals
are Ca-rich, with many crystals lying above the CaMg-CaFe2+ node (Wo44–53) (Figure 6a).
Despite the high intra-sample compositional variability, no significant difference can be
observed in terms of the major elements between the four analyzed samples.
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Figure 6. Composition of volcanic heavy minerals in the Ofanto River and Cilento sands. (a): Pyroxene
composition. Compositional fields of clinopyroxene from Vulture (data from [18–20,39–41]), Vesu-
vius (data selected from [37,42]), Ischia (data from [43]) and Campi Flegrei (data from [44–53]) are
shown for comparison; (b) amphibole (after [38]). Data of amphiboles from Vulture (from [18,20,40])
and Vesuvius (from [42]) are also shown for comparison. Smaller symbols indicate crystals with
AlVI < Fe3+ (Mg-hastingsite and hastingsite), bigger symbols indicate crystals with AlVI < Fe3+ (parg-
asite and Fe-pargasite); (c) garnet. Compositional fields of garnet from Vulture (data from [18,20,54])
and Vesuvius (data from [42,55,56]) are also shown for comparison.

The few analyzed amphibole crystals have Ca ≥ 1.5, (Na + K) ≥ 0.50 and Ti < 0.50.
According to the classification of [38], crystals from the Ofanto upstream sector and Castella-
bate beach sand generally have Mg/(Mg + Fe2+) lower than 0.5 and mostly fall in the
hastingsite (AlVI < Fe3+) or Fe-pargasite (AlVI > Fe3+) fields, while those from the Ofanto
central sector and mouth are mainly Mg-hastingsite (Mg/(Mg + Fe2+) > 0.5 and AlVI < Fe3+)
(Figure 6b).

Garnet crystals have CaO contents higher than 30 wt% and total iron >17 wt%. Ti con-
tent is highly variable, ranging from 2.4 to 10.5 wt%. Due to their peculiar composition,
they can be classified as Ti-andradite or melanite garnets (Figure 6c), thus confirming the
volcanic origin of this phase. Though a significant overlapping between the composition of
garnets of the different samples exists, as an average, a difference between the crystals from
different sectors of the Ofanto Basin can be appreciated, with garnets from the upstream
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sector showing compositions more shifted toward the grossular end-member with respect
to those of the central sector and mouth. Garnets from Castellabate sand overlap with those
of sample OFA-3b.

5.3. Sr-Nd Isotopic Composition of Pyroxenes

The Sr and Nd isotopic ratios of the analyzed samples are listed in Table 1. A strong
heterogeneity can be observed between the pyroxenes of the sands sampled along the
Ofanto River’s course. Pyroxenes from the upstream sands display relatively high Sr
(ca. 0.707–0.708) and low Nd (0.5124–0.5125) isotopic ratios. A slight difference can be
observed in terms of isotopic ratios between the light- and dark-green pyroxene in this
sample, with the latter showing higher Nd and lower Sr ratios.

Pyroxenes from the central part of the river and the mouth have a less radiogenic
composition (87Sr/86Sr ca. 0.706; 143Nd/144Nd ca. 0.5127). However, the two samples
are isotopically very similar. The differences between light- and dark-green pyroxenes
are negligible; amphiboles of sample OFA-13b have the same isotopic composition of the
pyroxenes of the same sample.

Finally, the Cilento Beach sand sample shows a relatively radiogenic isotopic composi-
tion of pyroxenes (87Sr/86Sr ca. 0.707; 143Nd/144Nd ca. 0.5125), comparable with the dark
green crystals of sample OFA-3b.

6. Discussion
6.1. Multi-Source Origin of the Volcaniclastic Fraction

The sands of the Ofanto River always contain a component of volcanic origin, rep-
resented by volcanic rock fragments, clinopyroxene, amphibole and melanitic garnet
crystals [8]. Pyroxene crystals occur in the sandstones of the Sicilide Complex. However,
their composition is subalkaline (Ca + Na < 1) and falls in the diopside and augite fields [57].
Therefore, the origin of the Ofanto sands’ pyroxene from the erosion of this complex’s
sandstones can be ruled out. On the other hand, the occurrence of volcanic rock fragments
and minerals in the sands of the central and final sectors of the river can be reasonably
explained by the erosion of Monte Vulture volcanics. In particular, sampling site OFA-13
(Figure 1) is fed almost exclusively from Monte Vulture volcanics (Figure 2b). Similarly,
in the upstream area (sampling site OFA-3), the volcanic grains could be derived from
the erosion of terraced volcaniclastic sediments formed during the building of the Monte
Vulture volcano in the Pleistocene [8]. Alternatively, it could also be related to the direct
decrease in highly fragmented pyroclastic material during the most violent explosive erup-
tions of Monte Vulture. However, the proximity of many other volcanoes in the Southern
Mediterranean area, aside from Monte Vulture, makes the Ofanto Basin an area of the
potential accumulation and drainage of volcanic material from different sources (Figure 1).
In particular, the volcanoes of the Campanian province, including Vesuvius, Campi Flegrei,
Ischia and Procida, are all situated at a distance lower than 100 km from sampling site OFA
3b and, except for Procida, these are places of highly explosive eruptions, whose products
are dispersed in the entire Mediterranean area (e.g., [5] and references therein).

Compositional and isotopic data clearly show that some differences occur between the
volcanic minerals of the upstream sands, chemically and isotopically similar to those of the
Cilento coast, and those of the central sector and mouth of the river. To clarify the origin of
the volcaniclastic fraction in the Ofanto sand, in the diagrams of Figure 6, we compared the
composition of heavy minerals with that of the same phases in the products of the Monte
Vulture and Campanian volcanoes. Clinopyroxene is a ubiquitous phase in the products of
all these volcanic centers, and its composition in terms of major elements hardly allows
for identifying the volcanic source (Figure 6a). On the contrary, amphibole and garnet
only occur in the products of some Monte Vulture and Vesuvius eruptions. The amphibole
composition is rather variable, but that from Monte Vulture can be mainly classified as Mg-
hastingsite, while Fe-pargasite is more common in the products from Vesuvius (Figure 6b).
The composition of garnet is melanite in both cases, but the composition of that from
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Vesuvius is, on average, more shifted towards the grossular end-member with respect
to Monte Vulture melanites, richer in the Ti-andradite terms (Figure 6c). For amphibole
and garnet a significant compositional similarity can be appreciated between the crystals
of the central sector and mouth of the Ofanto River, as well as Monte Vulture volcanics,
while crystals of the upstream sector and those from the Cilento Beach overlap with the
Vesuvius compositions.

Sr and Nd isotopic compositions offer a more robust tool to discriminate between
Monte Vulture and Campanian volcanoes. In Figure 7, the isotopic compositions of Ofanto
and Castellabate clinopyroxenes are compared with the Monte Vulture, Vesuvius, Campi
Flegrei, Ischia and Procida whole-rock compositions. When available, pyroxene composi-
tions from the same centers were also plotted. Vesuvius and Campi Flegrei have 87Sr/86Sr
higher than 0.7065 and 143Nd/144Nd generally lower than 0.5126, matching the values
obtained for the pyroxenes of the upstream sector of the Ofanto River. As expected, the
minerals of the Cilento Beach, fed by the volcaniclastic deposits of Campanian volcanoes,
also show comparable values (Figure 7a,b). Ischia whole-rock and pyroxene isotopic com-
positions are slightly less radiogenic, with 87Sr/86Sr ranging between 0.705 and 0.708 and
143Nd/144Nd between 0.5125 and 0.5127. These compositions only partially match those
of the Ofanto sands and Cilento Beach (Figure 7c). Analogously, the few available data
for Procida whole-rock compositions do not support an origin of the Ofanto and Cilento
minerals by this volcanic center; after all, the low explosivity of the Procida eruptions
precludes a dispersion of its products far away from the volcanic centers. Monte Vulture
rocks have the least radiogenic compositions among the volcanoes here taken into account,
with 143Nd/144Nd higher than 0.51255 and 87Sr/86Sr lower than 0.707 (Figure 7d). Their
composition perfectly matches that of the pyroxenes of the central sector and the mouth of
the Ofanto River.
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Figure 7. Nd-Sr isotopic composition of the pyroxenes of the studied samples compared to: (a) Vesuvius
whole-rock and pyroxene (data from [58–64]); (b) Campi Flegrei whole-rock and pyroxene (data
from [46,53,65–73]); (c) Ischia whole-rock and pyroxene (data from [51,61,65,67,74–78]); (d) Monte
Vulture whole-rock (data from [75,79–82]).

On the whole, therefore, the compositional and isotopic data support an origin from
Vesuvius and/or Campi Flegrei for the volcanic component in the upstream sector of the
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Ofanto River and an origin from Monte Vulture for the heavy minerals of the central sector
and mouth of the river. The two components are well-recognizable and no mixing between
them seems to occur in the analyzed samples.

6.2. Identification of the Possible Eruption(s) Contributing to the Volcanic Component

The mineral chemistry and the isotopic composition of pyroxene do not allow the
specific eruptive event of either the Monte Vulture or Campanian volcanoes, which may
have fed the river sands under study, to be identified. Moreover, it cannot be excluded
that different eruptions, maybe also from different volcanoes, repeatedly dispersed their
fall products in the Ofanto Basin and all contributed to the observed volcanic fraction
in the river sands. However, some considerations can be made to try to identify the
eruption(s) responsible for the high concentration of volcanic minerals in the upstream
area on the basis of: (1) occurrence of garnet and amphibole, together with pyroxene, in the
sands; (2) direction of dispersion of the volcanic plumes; (3) occurrence of volcaniclastic
layers in the tephrostratigraphy of the Lago Grande di Monticchio or in the terraces of the
Ofanto Basin.

Considering the Campanian volcanoes, melanite garnet occurs in the products of
some Vesuvius eruptions only, while it does not occur in the products of Campi Flegrei or
Ischia. In particular, its occurrence is limited to the eruptions of groups 2 (aged between
8 and 2.7 ka) and 3 (younger than 2.7 ka) (e.g., [37,83]), although ref [64] reports garnet in
the Pomici di Base products (22 ka). Amphibole occurs in a few eruptions as well. In most
cases, the products of Vesuvius were dispersed toward the E, ESE or ENE directions [62,84].
One of the few exceptions is represented by the eruption of Pompeii (79 AD), whose
products were dispersed towards SSE [62]. Considering the simultaneous occurrence of
garnet and amphibole and the dispersion of the eruptive columns, the three eruptions that
most likely fed the volcanic components in the Ofanto Basin are:

- Pomici di Base eruption (22 ka), whose plinian phase produced 4.4 km3 of fall deposits,
mainly dispersed toward ENE [62]. The petrography is dominated by sanidine,
plagioclase, clinopyroxene and biotite and minor amounts of amphibole, magnetite
and garnet [64].

- Pomici di Mercato eruption (ca. 8 ka), consisting of three plinian eruptions dispersed
towards ENE [62]. The most abundant minerals are K-feldspar, clinopyroxene, plagio-
clase, garnet, amphibole and biotite, while apatite and Fe-Ti oxides are accessories [60].

- Avellino eruption (4.365 ± 40 years, [62]), dispersed in the ENE direction. Sanidine is
the most abundant phase, followed by clinopyroxene, amphibole, garnet, scapolite,
nepheline and mica [62,84].

The younger eruptions of Pollena (472 AD and 1631 AD), though forming eruptive
columns dispersed toward NE and E, respectively, contained garnet but not amphibole in
the mineralogy of erupted products and can be discarded.

Tephra layers from all the eruptions mentioned above were detected, together with
others from Campi Flegrei, the Aeolian Islands, Alban Hills and Etna, in cores in the
Lago Grande di Monticchio sedimentary sequence, in the central sector of the Ofanto
Basin [23,85], and are thus likely contributors to the volcaniclastic fraction in the upstream
sector of the Ofanto Basin. However, it cannot be excluded that part of the pyroxenes
found in the Ofanto sands also derive from other explosive eruptions of Vesuvius, Campi
Flegrei or Ischia. A contribution from the Campi Flegrei eruptions to the volcaniclastic
sedimentation in the Ofanto Basin is also witnessed by the occurrence of two volcanic
layers identified in the younger fluvial terraces of the Ofanto Basin. The first, which
gave an 40Ar/39Ar age of 40.7 ± 8.4 ka, was correlated with the Campanian Ignimbrite
eruption. The second, dated to 25 ± 5 ka, is likely related to an eruption of either Somma
Vesuvius or Campi Flegrei [16,24,25], and could correspond to the Masseria del Monte Tuff
(29.3 ± 0.7 ka, [86]). This suggests that Campi Flegrei eruptions are likely responsible for
the occurrence of part of the volcanic fraction in the upstream sector.
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6.3. Clues on the Fluvial Transport Process

The results of the isotope data show that the sample picked up at the mouth of the
Ofanto River has an isotopic composition perfectly overlapping with that of Monte Vulture.
In contrast, the Campanian component was not detected. This could be explained by a
“dilution” in the Campanian pyroxenes in the more abundant Monte Vulture crystals. The
erosion of the volcanic edifice of Monte Vulture produces a large amount of volcaniclastic
components in the sand of the Ofanto River. Moreover, lose or poorly cemented deposits
related to erosion of Monte Vulture occur and are drained by the Ofanto River in the
areas of Melfi and Atella in the Venosa basin to the northeast of the volcano and in the
Middle-Pleistocene terraces to the north of the volcano [15,16,22,25,87–94]. Therefore,
the accumulated Monte Vulture products can represent a source of volcanic minerals,
even where the primary volcanic deposits are not drained. Though spatially limited, the
lacustrine and fluvio-lacustrine deposits associated with Monte Vulture have a high rate
of sand production and generate a great amount of volcanic minerals in the sand [8],
contributing to increasing the volcanic fraction with a Monte Vulture signature in the
deposits of the mouth. Therefore, it is possible, that, in the analyzed sample, the Campanian
pyroxenes represent such a low percentage that their effect on the isotopic composition of
the bulk sample is negligible.

An alternative explanation, however, could be that the sediment of the upstream sector
does not reach the mouth of the river because it is trapped by artificial water regulation
structures such as dams. A dam, especially of large capacity, can alter the flow regimes and
trap entire sediment loads transported from upstream basins. For example, the sediment
load in the Nile River in Egypt was reduced from approximately 100 Mt/yr to nearly zero
because of the construction of the Aswan High Dam [95]. Likewise, the Three Gorges dam
closure in 2003 led to a 95% reduction in the sediment load of the Yangtze River in China,
which decreased from 164 Mt/yr to 9 Mt/yr [96].

Since the 1950s, twenty dams have been built along the course of the Ofanto River [97].
As a consequence of these interventions, the Ofanto River has reduced its solid contribution
from about 2× 106 ton/year during the period 1935–1961 to about 0.6× 106 ton/year in the
period 1967–1976 and to about 0.2 × 106 in the following 20 years [98–100]. In particular,
the Conza dam, a 46 m high zoned earth dam located in the upstream portion of the
Ofanto River valley (see the position in Figure 1b) represents one of the largest reservoirs
in the southern Apennine chain [101]. Therefore, the sediment of the upstream sector,
including the Campania volcanic fraction, could be almost totally trapped by this structure.
The dam could cause the absence of this volcanic component at the mouth of the Ofanto
River. However, this hypothesis cannot be confirmed or disproved with the presented
data. Future research in this direction could include a more detailed study of the isotopic
composition of minerals picked up immediately downstream of the dam, in the active
sediments of the riverbed and the terraces formed before the dam construction. This could
give information on the capacity of the dam to confine the Campanian volcanic component
in the upstream sector.

It is beyond the scope of this work to reconstruct the phases of fluvial transport, i.e.,
to understand the length and complexity of the history of erosion, sedimentation and
the reworking of the volcanic minerals in the present sands of the Ofanto River. They
could represent the erosion of primary pyroclastics or lavas from Monte Vulture, or of
fall deposits from Campanian volcanoes. Alternatively, they could be multi-cyclic grains,
deriving from the erosion of older terraces, such as those formed during the Pleistocene,
when Monte Vulture was still active, or of other reworked deposits. The relatively sharp
edges shown by most of the heavy mineral grains of the upstream and central sectors of the
basin (Figure 4a–d) suggest a relatively short transport, and would point to an origin from
the erosion of primary rocks. However, a detailed micro-morphoscopic study to determine
the roundness and detect possible abrasion shapes of the grains will be necessary to obtain
more detailed information on the fluvial transport process.
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7. Conclusions

The results of combined mineral chemistry and Sr-Nd isotopic characterization point
to the identification of a double volcanic source that contributed to the heavy mineral
fraction of the sands of the Ofanto River (Southern Italy). The mineral phases that proved
to be the most diagnostic are clinopyroxene, amphibole and garnet. The Sr-Nd isotopic
composition of clinopyroxene allowed for the precise identification of a provenance from
Monte Vulture for sands of the central and final sectors of the river, and from the Campanian
volcanoes for sands of the upstream area. For this river sector, located at less than 100 km
from the Campanian volcanoes, the occurrence along with the clinopyroxene of amphibole
and garnet suggested that Vesuvius was the most likely volcanic source. Pomici di Base
(ca 22 ka), Pomici di Mercato (ca 8 ka) and Avellino (ca 4.4 ka) are the Vesuvius eruptions
that most likely fed the volcaniclastic fractions of the upstream sector of the Ofanto River.
Ischia and Procida can be ruled out based on both Sr-Nd isotopic features and the absence
of amphibole and garnet phenocrysts. On the other hand, Campi Flegrei eruptions, such as
Campanian Ignimbrite (ca 40 ka) and Masseria del Monte (ca 29 ka) may have contributed
to part of the clinopyroxenes. Interestingly, mixed sands from the two main volcanic
sources were detected in none of the three sampling sites.

The sands at the mouth of the Ofanto River perfectly match the isotopic composition
of Monte Vulture products. The absence of a Campanian component might be explained
by either a “dilution” effect by the more abundant Monte Vulture crystals, or the overall
reduced sedimentary load of the river at the mouth due to trapping by dams built along
the river.
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