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Abstract: The characteristics of laminae are critical to lacustrine shale strata. They are the keys to
the quality of source rocks and reservoirs, as well as engineering operations in shale plays. This
study uses organic geochemistry, thin section identification, X-ray diffraction, field emission scanning
electron microscopy, and other analytical methods, to reveal the detailed lamination texture and
vertical distribution of laminae in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in Cangdong
Sag. The principal results are as follows: (1) A classification of laminae is proposed to characterize
reservoir and geochemical properties. The five types of laminae are as follows: feldspar-quartz
laminae (FQL), clay laminae (CLL), carbonate laminae (CAL), organic matter laminae (OML), and
bioclastic laminae (BCL). There are also four significant lamina combinations (with the increasing
TOC values): FQL-CLL combination, FQL-CLL-BCL combination, FQL-CLL-OML combination, and
FQL-CAL-CLL-OML combination; (2) differences between laminae occur because of the variability
in pore types and structures. There appears to be a greater abundance of intercrystalline pores of
clay minerals in the FQL, CAL, BCL, and OML, and well-developed organic pores in the CAL and
CLL, and the counterparts of intragranular pores of bioclastic material in the BCL. This detailed
characterization provides the following comparative quantification of the thin section porosity of
laminae in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation can be differentiated: CAL > FQL > OML
> BCL > CLL; (3) differentiation between vertical distributions of laminae is carried out in a single
well. The FQL and CLL are widely distributed in all the samples, while the BCL is concentrated in
the upper part of the second Member of the Kongdian Formation, and CAL is concentrated in the
lower part. This detailed classification method, using geochemical analysis and vertical distribution
descriptions, offers a detailed understanding of lamination texture and its effects on reservoir and
geochemical properties, which will provide a scientific guidance and technical support to better
estimate reservoir quality and to identify new sweet spots in the second Member of the Kongdian
Formation in the Cangdong Sag.

Keywords: unconventional geology; lacustrine shale oil; sweet spot; fine-grained sedimentary;
nano-pores

1. Introduction

Lacustrine shale oil is a generic term for liquid hydrocarbons and various types of
organic matter that occur in lacustrine organic matter shale strata with burial depths
greater than 300 m and Ro values greater than 0.5% [1–4]. Lacustrine shale oil occurs
widely developed in the Ordos Basin, Junggar Basin, Songliao Basin, and Bohai Bay Basin
in China. China Petrochemical Corporation estimated a total of 145 × 108 tons of oil
technically recoverable in shale play [4–6], making shale oil an important successor for oil
and gas development in the future [7,8].
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As a key characteristic sedimentary texture, the laminae are the most basic unit of
the sedimentary layers in lacustrine shale strata. They can be observed with the naked
eye [9]. In recent years, some studies have been carried out on shale laminae [10–12],
focusing mainly on their scale, type, and genesis. Laminae are generally divided into a
number of categories based on scale. The primary definition of laminae is original sedi-
mentary layers which are smaller than 10 mm, and they are subdivided into thick laminae
(3–10 mm) and thin laminae (≤3 mm) [13]. Others have different methods. One of the
classifications is ‘sheet’ (<1 mm), ‘laminae’ (1 mm–1 cm), ‘thin laminae’ (1 cm–10 cm),
and ‘bed’ (10 cm–50 cm) [14]. Additionally, Liu et al. [15] placed the demarcation point
between ‘laminae’ and ‘bed’ at 1 mm (laminae < 1 mm, bed ≥ 1 mm). Mineral composition
is generally the most popular method for classifying laminae for unconventional studies.
The Chang 73 sub-member in the Ordos Basin was identified as having four major types of
laminae: tuff-rich laminae, organic-rich laminae, silt-sized feldspar-quartz laminae, and
clay laminae [16]. Another method divided shales in the Yanchang Formation into ‘dark’
laminae (mostly clay minerals) and ‘bright’ laminae (clastic minerals such as quartz and
feldspar) [9], and distinguished organic matter laminae, organic-rich laminae, and clay
laminae in the Longmaxi Formation in the Sichuan Basin from the sedimentary conditions
and mineral content variations of different laminae [17]. Furthermore, other studies have
focused on the morphology and grain size differences between laminae. Campbell et al. [10]
divided the laminae into ‘planar’, ‘wavy’, and ‘curved’ types according to the continuity,
shape, and geometry of the black fine-grained sedimentary units. Yawar et al. [18] demar-
cated the black shale into mud beds and silt beds according to the differences in grain size.
In terms of genetic mechanisms, some studies suggested that the formation of mud laminae
and silt laminae may be related to the flourishing of silicon-rich organisms. Mud laminae is
formed during the intermittent periods, and silt laminae is formed during the blooming pe-
riods [19]. A different view from the perspective of basin evolution suggested that climate
change and terrigenous clastic supply intensity have influenced the vertical combinations
of mixed sedimentary styles in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the
Cangdong Sag [20]. Additionally, the Milankovitch cycle of global evolution determines
the origin of the organic matter laminae in the upper Es4 Member in the Dongying Sag.
Organic-rich lamina argillaceous limestone lithofacies are the most favorable target for
shale oil exploration [21].

A number of studies have shown that the lamination texture not only affects the
organic matter abundance, lithology, and mineralogy of the shales [17,22,23], but also has
a direct effect on the volumetric fracture propagation law and the fracturing effect of the
horizontal wells directly [24–26]. Some scholars proposed that there is a crucial disparity
in organic matter content between the mud laminae and the silt laminae [16]. Changes in
TOC values were detected in mud laminae with mineral compositions and in silt laminae
with different thicknesses [23,27]. On the whole, however, little attention has been paid to
the influence of lamination texture on shale reservoir properties. Previous research on the
second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag has tended to focus on
the favorable lithofacies and intervals from the perspective of lithology and lithofacies of
the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag. For example, based
on XRD data and sedimentary structural characteristics, seven types of shale—laminated
felsic shale, massive felsic shale, lump felsic shale, laminated limy dolomite, massive
limy dolomite, laminated hybrid shale, and massive hybrid shale—were identified in the
second Member of the Kongdian Formation [28]. Subsequently, others proposed a four-fold
model—thinly-bedded dolomitic shale, lamellar mixed shale, lamellar felsic shale, and
bedded dolomitic shale—according to the dominant rock types, rhythmic structures, and
logging curve characteristics [29]. To clarify this situation, it is vital to carry out a correlated
study of the influence of lamination texture on reservoir quality characterization.

In this study, organic geochemical analysis, X-ray diffraction analysis, thin section
identification, and field emission scanning electron microscopy identification are used to
examine the lamina types and combination characteristics of the fine-grained hybrid shale
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in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag and to study the
pore structures corresponding to different lamina types. The study focuses on the influence
of the lamination texture on the reservoir properties of the shale strata, and the vertical
distribution characteristics of lamina combinations. The conclusions will not only provide
valuable guidance for shale oil exploration and development in the study area but will also
supplement the geological theory and support the technological development of lacustrine
shale oil reservoir evaluation and sweet spots optimization.

2. Geological Settings

The Cangdong Sag is located in the Bohai Bay Basin of eastern China. It is a Cenozoic
inland depression basin [27,30,31]. The Kongdian Formation in the sag is divided into
three members. The second Member of the Kongdian Formation, with a thickness of
400–600 m, was deposited during the period of greatest flooding, when abundant organic-
rich shale and a small amount of siltstone, medium sandstone, and argillaceous dolomite
were deposited [32–34]. The sedimentary environment changed regularly, from semi-arid
to warm and humid, and then to arid and hot, in a freshwater-brackish, partially reductive
inland closed basin [27,35]. The sedimentary facies transformed from delta plains and delta
front facies in the basin margin—a conventional sandstone area dominated by medium-
fine sandstone—to semi-deep and deep lacustrine facies in the central part of the basin,
a major hydrocarbon-source rock area dominated by shale, and a transitional zone of
coastal-shallow lacustrine facies dominated by argillaceous siltstone and silty mudstone
(Figure 1).

Figure 1. Areal distribution of sedimentary facies and stratigraphy development of the study
area (modified after [27]). (a) The location of the Cangdong Sag in the Bohai Bay Basin; (b) areal
distribution map of sedimentary facies of the second Member of Kongdian Formation; (c) stratigraphy
development of the second Member of Kongdian Formation.
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Shale strata in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag
have a high abundance of organic matter, with total organic carbon content (TOC) of more
than 1% and a maximum of 11.5%. Kerogen is mainly Types I and II1 with a moderate
degree of thermal maturity, Ro ranging from 0.6% to 1.2%, average S1 of 2.5 mg/g, and
average OSI of 105.2 mg/g. S2 is greater than 3 mg/g overall, with an average 20.1 mg/g
(Figure 2a,b). The strata show frequently vertical variations and complicated mineral
compositions [36], with varying contents of quartz, feldspar, calcite, dolomite, analcite,
pyrite, and a variety of clay minerals, which shows the pattern of ‘high carbonate content,
low clay mineral content’ (Figure 2c). The carbonate is mainly dolomite with an average
content of over 30%. Clay mineral content mainly varies from 10% to 30%, with an average
of 21.1%. The reservoir is dense, with porosity generally less than 6% and an average
of 3.72%. The average permeability is 1.66 mD, and the proportion of samples with
permeability less than 0.1 mD is 43.6% (Figure 2d).

Figure 2. (a) Pyrolysis S2 (the pyrolyzate amount released from kerogen) versus total organic
carbon (TOC) plot diagram (modified after [37]); (b) frequency histogram of OSI; (c) ternary plots
of mineral contents of the second Member of Kongdian Formation in Cangdong Sag. (d) Porosity
and permeability.

3. Samples and Methods

The core samples used in the study were taken from three wells drilled in the deep
lacustrine facies of the Cangdong Sag—Well Guan 108-8, Well Guandong 12, and Well
Guandong 14—with a total of 60 sections. First, rock thin sections identification, TOC,
rock pyrolysis, and X-ray diffraction (XRD) mineral composition were performed on the
samples. Microscopic rock characterization was then carried out using a polarized light
microscope to identify lamina types. At the same time, representative samples were
chosen for field emission scanning electron microscopy (SEM) studies to examine the
pore structures of different laminae. Finally, combining the research results, differences in
mineral composition, organic geochemical characteristics, and pore structures in different
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laminae were summarized, as well as their vertical distribution characteristics. The key
experimental methods are as follows.

3.1. TOC and Rock Pyrolysis Analysis

TOC content and rock pyrolysis analysis were carried out in the Key Laboratory of
Petroleum Geochemistry of China National Petroleum Corporation (Beijing, China), using
a CS-i Carbon and Sulfur Analysis instrument to test the TOC of the 200-mesh powder
samples under normal temperature and pressure conditions. Rock thermal pyrolysis was
performed using a Rock Eval 6 instrument, also on 200-mesh powder samples.

3.2. Polarization Microscope, X-ray Diffraction, and Field Emission Scanning Electron
Microscope Analysis

Optical microscope, X-ray diffraction mineral analysis, and field emission scanning
electron microscope analysis were conducted in the National Energy Tight Oil and Gas Re-
search and Development Center using a polarized light microscope from LEICA (DM4500P,
Wetzlar, Germany). Thin sections, made by polishing or grinding the rock samples, were
viewed under single-polarization and orthogonal polarization with the magnifications
between 20x and 400x.

X-ray diffraction analysis of rock minerals was performed using a Rigaku Smart Lab
diffractometer with a working voltage of 45 kV and working current of 150 mA. A TTR
instrument was used for XRD clay mineral analysis, with a working voltage of 48 kV and
working current of 100 mA.

Argon ion polishing of samples was done in a Leica REC. After being sprayed with
carbon, the samples were observed in an FEI Apreo high-resolution field emission scanning
electron microscope. The imaging working voltage, working current, and working distance
were 5 kV, 0.4 nA, and 4.0 mm, respectively. EDS energy spectrum analysis was performed
on a Bruker (Czechoslovakia) energy spectrometer with a working voltage, working current,
and working distance of 10 kV, 0.8 nA, and 10.0 mm, respectively.

To further study differentiation in the pore structures of different laminae, the Apreo
field emission scanning electron microscope made by FEI was used to carry out a large field
of view stitching study, using SEM large area mosaic imaging technology (MAPS), with
a working voltage, working current, and working distance of 5 kV, 0.4 nA, and 4.0 mm,
respectively. The pixel resolution of the resulting images was 10 nm, and 300–500 images
were obtained for each sample. Using the watershed method, AVIZO image processing
software was used to identify pores and the equivalent circle model was applied to calculate
parameters such as pore diameter and thin section porosity.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1. Laminae Types and Their Combinations

Under the optical microscope, five types of laminae were identified in the second
Member of the Kongdian Formation, each displaying different optical characteristics, thick-
nesses, and combination propensities: clay laminae, feldspar-quartz laminae, carbonate
laminae, organic matter laminae, and bioclastic laminae.

Feldspar-quartz laminae are colorless under plane-polarized light, and a small amount
of dispersed organic matter can be seen. Parts of the laminae show insufficient purity for the
development of plentiful interstitial clay minerals (Figure 3a,b). The thickness of a single
lamina mainly varies within the range of 200–1000 µm, with horizontal and microwave-like
shapes which showed small fluctuations. The boundaries between feldspar-quartz laminae
are not obvious, and they are generally interbedded with the clay laminae.
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Figure 3. Optical microscope images of different laminae of the second Member of Kongdian
Formation in the Cangdong Sag. (a,b) Combination of FQL and CLL, the CLL interbedded with
the FQL, plane-polarized light; (c) combination of FQL, CLL, and BCL, the CLL interbedded with
the FQL and the BCL, plane-polarized light; (d) BCL, straight or arc shape, cross-polarized light;
(e,f) combination of FQL, CLL, and OML, plane-polarized-light; (g,h) combination of FQL, CAL,
CLL, and OML, the CLL interbedded with the FQL, CAL, and OML, plane-polarized light. FQL:
feldspar-quartz laminae; CLL: clay laminae; CAL: carbonate laminae; OML: organic matter laminae;
BCL: bioclastic laminae.

The most widespread type of laminae in the second Member of the Kongdian are
clay laminae. These are brown and dark under plane-polarized light, with the thicknesses
ranging from tens to several thousand µm. They generally occur alongside feldspar-quartz
laminae, showing a ‘rhythmic bedding’ texture with varying grain sizes. Various forms of
organic matter can be observed in clay laminae (Figure 3a,b).

Bioclastic laminae are composed of calcite, quartz, feldspar, and clay minerals, display-
ing a combination of multi-layer three-dimensional distribution and single-layer-oriented
arrangements. The thickness of the bioclasts with the straight or arc shapes ranges from 10
to 20 µm while the length is about 100~500 µm (Figure 3c,d). In general, development of
bioclastic laminae alongside feldspar-quartz laminae and clay laminae is uncommon.

Organic matter laminae are dark or black under plane-polarized light. They generally
have a dispersed distribution when the TOC is relatively low, but are mostly horizontally
bedded, with continuous or intermittent distribution when the TOC is high (Figure 3e,f).
Organic matter presents as enriched laminae, alternated with the carbonate laminae or
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clay laminae, and can also occur in other laminae in the shape of short lines with clear
boundaries. Organic matter laminae are rather thin and generally vary from 20 µm to 40 µm.

Calcite and dolomite laminae are collectively referred to as carbonate laminae. They
display a high-grade white interference color under the cross-polarized light, and generally
have a thickness of less than 100 µm (Figure 3g,h). Morphologically, they display intermit-
tent, microwave-like features, with obvious transverse undulations and great variations in
thickness and are interbedded with clay laminae.

The five types of laminae can occur in four combinations: FQL-CLL combination
(Figure 3a), FQL-CLL-BCL combination (Figure 3c), FQL-CLL-OML combination (Figure 3e),
and FQL-CAL-CLL-OML combination (Figure 3g).

4.2. Lamination Texture Characterization
4.2.1. Differences in Mineral Compositions of Lamination Texture

Previous studies have revealed that the mineral compositions of different laminae
vary considerably. This study therefore focuses on differences in the mineral compositions
of lamina combinations. Mineral analysis of X-ray diffraction indicates that the content of
carbonate minerals in different lamina combinations is fairly consistent, but that of felsic
minerals and clay minerals varies considerably. In the FQL-CLL combination, the content
of felsic minerals content is up to 36%—and the content of the clay mineral and carbonate
minerals are 25% and 27%, respectively, whereas the pyrite is fairly low (Figure 4a). Felsic
minerals, clay minerals, and carbonate minerals account for 39%, 27%, and 18% in the
FQL-CLL-BCL combination, respectively (Figure 4b), indicating a high content of felsic
minerals, low content of clay minerals, and prominent plagioclase in this combination type.
In the FQL-CLL-OML combination, the proportions of felsic minerals, clay minerals, and
carbonate minerals are 26%, 25%, and 25%, respectively, with a high analcite content (about
22%) (Figure 4c); in the FQL-CAL-CLL-OML combination, the content of minerals tends to
be high clay and low analcite, with felsic minerals, clay minerals, and carbonate minerals
accounting for 29%, 42%, and 24%, respectively (Figure 4d).

Figure 4. Mineralogy of the second Member of Kongdian Formation in Cangdong Sag. (a) Com-
bination of FQL and CLL; (b) combination of FQL, CLL, and BCL; (c) combination of FQL, CLL,
and OML; (d) combination of FQL, CAL, CLL, and OML. FQL: feldspar-quartz laminae; CLL: clay
laminae; CAL: carbonate laminae; OML: organic matter laminae; BCL: bioclastic laminae.
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4.2.2. Organic Geochemical Characteristics of Lamination Texture

Once the laminae were identified, the TOC and rock pyrolysis analysis data of the
samples were conducted, with the results showing good agreement between the TOC
and specific laminae combinations (Figure 5). TOC of the FQL-CLL combination ranges
from 2.1% to 4.4%, with an average value of 3.0%; TOC of the FQL-CLL-BCL combination
ranges from 1.9% to 5.7%, with an average of 3.4%; TOC of the FQL-CLL-OML combination
ranges from 2.0% to 9.3%, with an average of 5.1%; and TOC of the FQL-CAL-CLL-OML
combination ranges from 3.2% to 8.6% with an average of 6.3%. Overall, variations in TOC
between the combinations are consistent and can be quantitively expressed as follows:
FQL-CAL-CLL-OML > FQL-CLL-OML > FQL-CLL-BCL > FQL-CLL.

Figure 5. Box plots of TOC in different laminae combinations, occurrence of an outlier in the FQL-
CLL-BCL combination. FQL: feldspar-quartz laminae; CLL: clay laminae; CAL: carbonate laminae;
OML: organic matter laminae; BCL: bioclastic laminae.

4.2.3. Pore Structures of Lamination Texture

Previous studies have shown that the differences in pore texture have an important im-
pact on shale oil storage capacity and microscopic seepage capacity [38–42]. In the present
study, apparent differences in pore types and pore structures between different laminae
can be distinguished under field emission scanning electron microscopy. A comparison
reveals the following.

Feldspar-Quartz Laminae

Feldspar-quartz laminae are principally composed of feldspar, quartz, pyrite, and
a small amount of scattered organic matter, with relatively coarse grain size and strong
diagenetic cementation (Figure 6a). Interstitial clay minerals are formed between feldspar
and quartz particles. The pores are predominantly intercrystalline pores of clay minerals,
mostly chlorite (Figure 6a). Internal pores and dissolved pores of feldspar and other
minerals are less developed. Chlorite intercrystalline pores are widely dispersed in strips,
with great variations in pore diameters. Feldspar-quartz laminae, which have no developed
microfractures or organic pores, are mostly nano-pores that rarely exceed 10 µm in diameter
(Figure 6c).
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Figure 6. SEM images of FQL and BCL from Well G108-8 at 2936.73 m. (a) Magnification of FQL;
(b) magnification of BCL; (c) intercrystalline pores of clay minerals in FQL; (d) intercrystalline pores
of bioclastic in BCL; (e) edge gap of bioclastic in BCL; (f) intercrystalline pores of clay minerals in
BCL. FQL: feldspar-quartz laminae; CLL: clay laminae; BCL: bioclastic laminae.

Bioclastic Laminae

Quartz, feldspar, calcite, and clay minerals, combined with organic matter, are easily
identified in bioclastic laminae (Figure 6b). The bioclasts form bands, and the interstitial
clay minerals fill between the feldspar and quartz particles. Intercrystalline pores of clay
minerals (mostly chlorite), internal pores of bioclastic grains, and the microcracks at the
edges of the bioclasts are well developed. There are comparatively few dissolution pores
and organic matter pores (Figure 6d–f). Chlorite intercrystalline pores, with great variations
in pore diameters, are densely distributed and generally elongated, with a small number of
pores extending over 5 µm (Figure 6f). Internal pores in bioclastic particles are round and
elliptical, and densely arranged (Figure 6d). Microcracks, (also called shell edge cracks),
flat or slightly curved in shape, occur at the contact interface between bioclastic and other
minerals, with length-to-width ratios greater than ten, and the extension lengths of more
than 30 µm (Figure 6e).

Carbonate Laminae

Carbonate laminae are mostly dolomite (or calcite) with small amounts of scattered
pyrite, and are relatively coarse grained. Clay minerals and organic matter occur between
the dolomite particles (Figure 7a). The pores are mostly intercrystalline nano-pores of clay
minerals, supplemented by organic pores. Intragranular pores or dissolution pores such as
feldspar are less developed, with very few microcracks (Figure 7b). Intercrystalline pores in
the clay minerals develop in chlorite aggregates and are elongated, triangular, or irregular
in shape (Figure 7c). Organic matter pores are spherical and ellipsoidal, and dispersed in
interstitial organic matter (Figure 7c).
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Figure 7. SEM images of CAL from Well G108-8 at 3209.43 m. (a) Magnification of CAL; (b) in-
tercrystalline pores of clay minerals in CAL; (c) organic pores in CAL. CLL: clay laminae; CAL:
carbonate laminae.

Clay Laminae

Clay laminae generally consist of clay minerals, feldspar, quartz, and large amounts of
organic matter, with strong diagenetic cementation (Figure 8a,c). Organic matter develops
in the form of lumps, bands, and interstitials with few intragranular pores (feldspar, etc.)
and corrosion pores. Organic pores have dispersed distribution and occur in elliptical,
triangular, or irregular shapes. They are generally of nano-scale, with diameters of less
than 1 µm (Figure 8b). The degree of microcracking is low.

Figure 8. SEM images of CLL from Well G108-8 at 3212.64 m. (a,c) Magnification of CLL; (b) organic
pores in CLL. CLL: clay laminae; CAL: carbonate laminae; OML: organic matter laminae.
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Organic Matter Laminae

Organic matter laminae are gray-black in appearance under a field emission scanning
electron microscope, with relatively coarse grains. Quartz and feldspar develop between
organic matter stripes, along with a low content of clay minerals, with strong diagenetic
cementation (Figure 9). Pores in the organic matter laminae are predominantly intercrys-
talline pores of clay minerals and shrinkage pores of organic matters. There are relatively
few intragranular pores of feldspar and other minerals, or dissolution pores (Figure 9a).
Shrinkage pores of organic matter develop at the contact interface between organic matter
and feldspar minerals, around the boundaries between minerals. Their length-to-width
ratio is greater than ten, with farther extension (Figure 9b). Intercrystalline pores of clay
minerals occur in long strips, and are generally less than 3 µm in length (Figure 9c). Overall,
pores in organic matter laminae are nano-scale.

Figure 9. SEM images of OML from Well G108-8 at 2956 m. (a) Magnification of OML; (b) organic
matter pores; (c) intercrystalline pores of clay minerals in OML. FQL: feldspar-quartz laminae; OML:
organic matter laminae.

The five types of laminae were scanned using SEM large area mosaic imaging tech-
nology (MAPS) to calculate the equivalent pore diameters and thin section porosity in
field view (Figure 10). Statistically, the equivalent diameters of pores show that the second
Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag is dominated by mesopores,
with an equivalent diameter mainly less than 50 mm. The equivalent diameters of pores in
feldspar-quartz laminae and clay laminae are relatively large, while 87% of the equivalent
diameters of pores in carbonate laminae are less than 10 mm (Figure 10).
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Figure 10. MAPS images and equivalent diameter of pores in different laminae. (a1,a2) MAPS images
and equivalent diameter of pores in feldspar-quartz laminae; (b1,b2) MAPS images and equivalent
diameter of pores in carbonate laminae; (c1,c2) MAPS images and equivalent diameter of pores in
clay laminae; (d1,d2) MAPS images and equivalent diameter of pores in organic matter laminae;
(e1,e2) MAPS images and equivalent diameter of pores in bioclastic laminae.

Thin section porosity data show an obvious correlation to laminae, with comparation
of thin section porosity as follows: carbonate laminae > feldspar-quartz laminae > organic
matter laminae > bioclastic laminae > clay laminae. The mean values obtained are 0.90%,
0.16%, 0.15%, 0.10%, and 0.01%, respectively (Figure 11).
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Figure 11. Box plot of thin section porosity in different laminae.

Thin section porosity in carbonate laminae is by far the highest, but the equivalent
pore diameter is smaller than in feldspar-quartz laminae and clay laminae. This may be
explained by differences in the distributions of pores. Pores in carbonate laminae are small
in size but relatively densely distributed, and the quantity of pores is much higher than
in other laminae. Compared with feldspar-quartz laminae and clay mineral laminae with
‘large and few’ pores, the ‘small and many‘ pores of the carbonate laminae contribute more
to thin section porosity.

4.3. Vertical Distribution Characteristics of Laminae

In the present study, the mineral compositions and the distribution characteristics of
the laminae in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag were
analyzed to determine the vertical variations in the mineral compositions and distribution
of the laminae (Figure 12). Mineral composition analysis shows an apparent decrease in
clay minerals and increase in felsic minerals, as well as slight fluctuations in carbonate
minerals between the lower part of the second Member of the Kongdian Formation and
the upper part.

Figure 12. Laminae distribution of Well G108-8 in the second Member of the Kongdian Formation in
Cangdong Sag.
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Three types of laminae combination of FQL-CLL, FQL-CLL-BCL, and FQL-CLL-OML
occur in the upper second Member of the Kongdian Formation, while lamina combinations
of the lower second Member of the Kongdian Formation are predominantly FQL-CLL,
FQL-CLL-OML, and FQL-CAL-CLL-OML. On the whole, feldspar-quartz laminae and
clay laminae are developed throughout the second Member of the Kongdian Formation.
Bioclastic laminae are typically found in the upper part, and carbonate laminae occur
mainly in the lower part.

5. Conclusions

In this study, the laminae types and combinations found in the second Member of
the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag, Bohai Bay Basin are analyzed and their
effects on reservoir properties determined by an integrated approach, including petrology,
mineralogy, organic geochemistry, and reservoir evaluation techniques. The principal
findings are as follows:

(1) The second Member of the Kongdian Formation in the Cangdong Sag has five
types of laminae: feldspar-quartz laminae (FQL), clay laminae (CLL), carbonate
laminae (CAL), organic matter laminae (OML), and bioclastic laminae (BCL). The
laminae occur in four combinations: FQL-CLL, FQL-CLL-BCL, FQL-CLL-OML, and
FQL+CAL+CLL+OML.

(2) The differences in mineral composition between the laminae combinations are generally
variations in the contents of felsic and clay minerals, while carbonate mineral content
varies only slightly. TOC has an obvious correlation with lamination texture that pro-
vides a crucial basis for hydrocarbon source potential analysis, with the consistent trend
being: FQL-CAL-CLL-OML > FQL-CLL-OML > FQL-CLL-BCL > FQL-CLL.

(3) There are marked disparities in pore types and distribution between different laminae.
The pores in FQL, CAL, BCL, and OML are mostly intercrystalline pores of clay
minerals. Organic pores are well developed in CAL and CLL, and intragranular
pores of bioclastic minerals in BCL. The pores are predominantly mesopores. The
equivalent diameter of pores in feldspar-quartz laminae and clay laminae is ascendant,
precisely opposite to the equivalent diameter of pores in carbonate laminae. The
comparative thin section porosities of laminae can be characterized as: carbonate
laminae > feldspar-quartz laminae > organic matter laminae > bioclastic laminae >
clay laminae. Carbonate laminae with ‘small but many’ pore characteristics contribute
the highest proportion to thin section porosity.

(4) Differentiation between vertical distributions of laminae is accomplished in a single
well. FQL and CLL are widely distributed across all the samples, while BCL is
concentrated in the upper part of the second Member of the Kongdian Formation,
and CAL in the lower part.
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