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Abstract: Mesozoic (125–135 Ma) cratonic low-Ti lamproites from the northern part of the Aldan
Shield do not conform to typical classification schemes of ultrapotassic anorogenic rocks. Here we
investigate their origins by analyzing olivine and olivine-hosted inclusions from the Ryabinoviy
pipe, a well preserved lamproite intrusion within the Aldan Shield. Four types of olivine are
identified: (1) zoned phenocrysts, (2) high-Mg, high-Ni homogeneous macrocrysts, (3) high-Ca and
low-Ni olivine and (4) mantle xenocrysts. Olivine compositions are comparable to those from the
Mediterranean Belt lamproites (Olivine-1 and -2), kamafugites (Olivine-3) and leucitites. Homogenized
melt inclusions (MIs) within olivine-1 phenocrysts have lamproitic compositions and are similar to the
host rocks, whereas kamafugite-like compositions are obtained for melt inclusions within olivine-3.
Estimates of redox conditions indicate that “lamproitic” olivine crystallized from anomalously
oxidized magma (∆NNO +3 to +4 log units.). Crystallization of “kamafugitic” olivine occurred under
even more oxidized conditions, supported by low V/Sc ratios. We consider high-Ca olivine (3) to be a
fingerprint of kamafugite-like magmatism, which also occurred during the Mesozoic and slightly
preceded lamproitic magmatism. Our preliminary genetic model suggests that low-temperature,
extension-triggered melting of mica- and carbonate-rich veined subcontitental lithospheric mantle
(SCLM) generated the kamafugite-like melts. This process exhausted carbonate and affected the
silicate assemblage of the veins. Subsequent and more extensive melting of the modified SCLM
produced volumetrically larger lamproitic magmas. This newly recognized kamafugitic “fingerprint”
further highlights similarities between the Aldan Shield potassic province and the Mediterranean
Belt, and provides evidence of an overlap between “orogenic” and “anorogenic” varieties of low-Ti
potassic magmatism. Moreover, our study also demonstrates that recycled subduction components
are not an essential factor in the petrogenesis of low-Ti lamproites, kamafugites and leucitites.
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1. Introduction

Lamproites, part of the ultrapotassic subgroup of alkaline igneous rocks, are characterized by
high K2O (>3 wt.%) and MgO, extremely high K2O/Na2O ratios (>3), and typically low SiO2, Al2O3

and CaO. These chemical features reflect their unusual mineral assemblages, which often comprise
titanian, Al-poor phlogopite, clinopyroxene, sanidine, leucite, olivine and potassic amphiboles,
and lack orthopyroxene, plagioclase, nepheline and melilite [1,2]. Similar to other ultrapotassic
rocks, lamproites occur within cratons and have elevated Ti contents [1–3]. However, there exists a
subgroup of lamproites that are defined by anomalously low Ti and high field strength element (HFSE)
concentrations. The largest and best-studied region of such low-Ti lamproite magmatism occurs within
the Cenozoic Alpine-Himalayan belt (mainly in the Mediterranean) [3,4]. The Mediterranean belt
is also renowned for occurrences of kamafugites and kamafugite-like rocks, which rarely associate
with lamproites anywhere else in the world [5,6]. These Mediterranean-type ultrapotassic rocks are
thought to have originated during post-collisional extension and melting of depleted mantle, modified
by crustal contamination [3,4,7].

Numerous occurrences of low-Ti lamproites have also been found within the Central Aldan
high-potassic province, part of the Siberian Craton, Russia. This province formed during the Mesozoic
at the Northern-Central part of the Aldan Shield, which during that time was distant from active fold
belts (Pacific and Mongol-Okhot). Despite some reconstructions suggesting a crucial role for stagnant
slab subduction during the Mesozoic along the Asia-Pacific convergence zone [8], the geodynamic
setting of the province is typically considered to be within-plate, thus complicating the origin of the
low-Ti lamproites. Most studied lamproite occurrences within the province are part of the Murun and
Bilibino complexes, Yukhta, Yakokut and Ryabinoviy massifs [9–16]. Lamproite outcrops in this region
are scarce and, in most cases, show evidence of substantial weathering of primary mafic minerals.
However, the Ryabinoviy pipe is well exposed and preserved, thus providing an excellent opportunity
for a mineralogical study.

Olivine is the first mineral crystallizing from a mafic melt and is thus a powerful petrological
tool [17–20]. As such, olivine-hosted melt inclusions are good proxies for parental melts [21–24].
Although olivine-based methods have been widely applied to a number of lamproite occurrences [18,20,
22,25], there is a lack of such studies on the Aldan lamproites. Previous works on these rocks [14,15,26]
provide insufficient data on olivine-hosted inclusions and exclude precise olivine chemistry. Here we
present a detailed study of olivine compositions and their multiphase silicate inclusions from the
Ryabinoviy pipe lamproites, with implications for petrogenesis and physicochemical conditions of
formation. In addition, we compare and contrast our data with occurrences of low-Ti ultrapotassic
magmatism elsewhere (e.g., the Mediterranean belt).

2. Geological Background

The Ryabinoviy pipe belongs to the Central Aldan Mesozoic potassic province. This province is
located mainly within the Nimnyr terrain of the Central Aldan super-terrain of the Aldan-Stanovoy
shield [12,27,28] (Figure 1). The latter forms part of the Baikal-Aldan-Stanovoy megablock, which is
characterized by a gravity minimum as a result of lithosphere decompression [29]. The Central Aldan
area hosts a smaller NS-striking gravity gradient zone within thin low-density crust (up to 36–38 km).
This zone, occurring between the Amga and Tyrkanda mélange zones, separates the Uchur and West
Aldan blocks [29]. It overlaps with the Proterozoic Nimnyrskaya metallogenic (apatite-carbonatite)
zone [30] and, in its Northern part, partially overlaps with the Central Aldan Mesozoic potassic
province (Figure 1B).
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Figure 1. (A) Simplified geological map of the Aldan-Stanovoy shield and adjacent fold belts (after 
[12]); (B) Geological scheme of the Central Aldan super terrane (after [27,28]). A rectangle on (B) 
outlines the area, represented on the inset (C). (C) Simplified geological map of the Mesozoic Central 
Aldan potassic province (after [31]). Main intrusive massifs: I—Inagli, T—Tommot, Ya—Yakokut, 
Yu—Yukhtinsly; D—Dzhenkondinsky, Y—Yllymakhskiy; R—Ryabinoviy. 

According to geochronological studies and terrain analysis, the formation of the Aldan-
Stanovoy shield began at 3.5 Ga and culminated at ca. 3.0 Ga. Significant tectonic events took place 
at ~2.7 and 2.0 Ga [32]. Some authors attribute the 2.0–1.9 Ga event to the collision of Archean proto-
cratons and Paleoproterozoic micro-continents, which finalized the formation of the Aldan-Stanovoy 
shield [33,34]. 

Potassic magmatism occurred during the late Mesozoic (J2–K1) in the Northern part of the Aldan 
shield. Within the Central Aldan super terrane, this event formed the radially-concentric Central 
Aldan potassic province [31,35] (Figure 1C). Although it formed during several subsequent pulses, 
the general tectonic structure of the province and geochemical features of the rocks are uniform. 
[8,31]. The massifs consist of a complex variety of potassic rocks: leucitites, trachytes, alkali syenites, 

Figure 1. (A) Simplified geological map of the Aldan-Stanovoy shield and adjacent fold belts (after [12]);
(B) Geological scheme of the Central Aldan super terrane (after [27,28]). A rectangle on (B) outlines the
area, represented on the inset (C). (C) Simplified geological map of the Mesozoic Central Aldan potassic
province (after [31]). Main intrusive massifs: I—Inagli, T—Tommot, Ya—Yakokut, Yu—Yukhtinsly;
D—Dzhenkondinsky, Y—Yllymakhskiy; R—Ryabinoviy.

According to geochronological studies and terrain analysis, the formation of the Aldan-Stanovoy
shield began at 3.5 Ga and culminated at ca. 3.0 Ga. Significant tectonic events took place at ~2.7 and
2.0 Ga [32]. Some authors attribute the 2.0–1.9 Ga event to the collision of Archean proto-cratons and
Paleoproterozoic micro-continents, which finalized the formation of the Aldan-Stanovoy shield [33,34].

Potassic magmatism occurred during the late Mesozoic (J2–K1) in the Northern part of the Aldan
shield. Within the Central Aldan super terrane, this event formed the radially-concentric Central Aldan
potassic province [31,35] (Figure 1C). Although it formed during several subsequent pulses, the general
tectonic structure of the province and geochemical features of the rocks are uniform. [8,31]. The massifs
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consist of a complex variety of potassic rocks: leucitites, trachytes, alkali syenites, shonkinites,
lamproites, lamprophyres, pyroxenites and dunites [9–11,35]. The largest massifs are located at main
fault intersections, whereas smaller intrusions and dike swarms occur throughout the area (Figure 2).Minerals 2020, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 5 of 30 

 

 
Figure 2. Relationships of the Ryabinoviy pipe with the host rocks and transmitted-light 
photomicrographs of the studied lamproites. (A) The pipe (outlined) within host coarse-grained 
syenites. (B) Quenched zone in the contact between the pipe and host syenites. (C) Lamproite from 
the inner part of the pipe with olivine, replaced by carbonate, serpentine and phlogopite. (D) Olivine 
phenocrysts in diopside-phlogopite-K-feldspar groundmass (olivine lamproite from the quenched 
zone of the pipe). (E) Olivine phenocryst with chromian spinel and polyphase silicate inclusions. (F) 
Kink-band structures in the olivine-4 grain (polarizers crossed). Abbreviations of the mineral names: 
Di—diopside, Phl—phlogopite, Ol—olivine, Ol*—replaced olivine, Cr-Sp—chromian spinel 
(chromite and magnesian chromite). 

For the study of the inclusions, we prepared olivine separates from the crushed samples, 
applying gravitational concentration in water, magnetic separation and handpicking of grains. To 
homogenize melt inclusions, the olivine separates were heated in a Nabertherm RHTV 120-300/17 
vertical tube furnace (Vernadsky Institute in Moscow, Russia) [40] for 10 min at temperatures of 1350 
°C and 1250 °C, which correspond to temperature ranges predicted by previous studies [15] and to 

Figure 2. Relationships of the Ryabinoviy pipe with the host rocks and transmitted-light photomicrographs
of the studied lamproites. (A) The pipe (outlined) within host coarse-grained syenites. (B) Quenched
zone in the contact between the pipe and host syenites. (C) Lamproite from the inner part of the pipe
with olivine, replaced by carbonate, serpentine and phlogopite. (D) Olivine phenocrysts in diopside-
phlogopite-K-feldspar groundmass (olivine lamproite from the quenched zone of the pipe). (E) Olivine
phenocryst with chromian spinel and polyphase silicate inclusions. (F) Kink-band structures in the
olivine-4 grain (polarizers crossed). Abbreviations of the mineral names: Di—diopside, Phl—phlogopite,
Ol—olivine, Ol*—replaced olivine, Cr-Sp—chromian spinel (chromite and magnesian chromite).
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Lamproites and lamproite-like rocks are widespread in the province and adjacent areas
(Figure 1A) [12,26,35]. Lamproite magmatism occurred in two pulses, in the Late Jurassic and
Early Cretaceous [11]. Despite this temporal diversity, the majority of Aldan lamproites are considered
to be products of a similar magmatic process, with minor chemical differences between occurrences
(e.g., variations of MgO, CaO and Al2O3 contents) [12,16,26,34,36].

The Ryabinoviy massif, located in the central part of Central Aldan province, represents a
polyphase magmatic structure comprised of a variety of lithologies ranging from alkaline pyroxenites
and shonkinites to trachytes and alkaline syenites. Alkaline metasomatic rocks containing economic
gold mineralization also broadly occur within the massif. Lamproites of the Ryabinoviy massif are
locally emplaced into coarse-grained syenites and form several dikes as well as a diatreme-like body
(Figure 2A). The latter has a complicated shape with several apophyses, complicating its geometrical
type. The diatreme is composed of breccia with lamproitic groundmass and possesses numerous
characteristics of eruptive volcanic and sub-volcanic structures (e.g., eruptive pipes). In this study
we refer to this body as the “Ryabinoviy pipe”. The pipe is surrounded and crosscut by a swarm of
minette and microsyenite dykes, which are suggested to be co-magmatic with the lamproites [37].
A discontinuous and thin zone of rapidly-quenched lamproitic magma is observed along the contact of
the pipe and host syenites (Figure 2B).

3. Samples and Methods

Seven samples representative of unaltered or slightly altered lamproite from the quenched zone
(Figure 2B) of the Ryabinoviy pipe were collected. Whole rock compositions were obtained using
XRF-analysis (ARL-9900) at the V.S. Sobolev institute of Geology and Mineralogy SB RAS (IGM SB
RAS) (Novosibirsk, Russia) Olivine was analyzed both in polished thin sections and in epoxy or
indium mounts with mineral separates. To obtain an extensive chemical dataset, we employed both
high-precision electron microprobe methods [17,38] and laser ablation inductive-coupled plasma mass
spectrometry (ICP-MS). High-precision electron probe microanalysis (EPMA) was performed on a JEOL
JXA-8230 at IGM SB RAS) and ISTerre (Grenoble, France) at accelerating voltage 20 kV, probe current
900 nA and beam diameter 2 µm. The MongOl sh11-2 reference olivine [39] was used as the primary
standard for Fe, Mg and Si and analyzed as an unknown sample every 30–40 analysis to check accuracy
and precision for all analyzed elements [38]. Element mapping of the olivine grains was performed
on JEOL JXA-8230 at ISTerre and IGM SB RAS at current 900 nA, voltage 20 kV, beam diameter 1 µm
and dwell time 100 ms. Composition of Cr-spinel crystals, enclosed within the studied olivine grains,
was determined at IGM SB RAS and ISTerre, using a routine scheme on electron microprobe JEOL
JXA-8230 with beam diameter of 1 µm and current 20 nA.

Laser ablation ICP-MS spot analyses were performed at the Institute of Geology and Geochemistry
UB RAS (Yekaterinburg, Russia) using the NexION 300S (Perkin Elmer) quadrupole inductively
coupled plasma mass spectrometer (ICP-MS) equipped with an NWR 213 (ESI) laser ablation system.
The laser ablation was performed with a spot size of 25 µm, a pulse repetition rate of 10 Hz and an
energy density of 10–11 J/cm2. The results were then processed and reduced using the GLITTER V4.4
program. A NIST SRM 610 glass was used as an external standard, while NIST SRM 612 was measured
as an unknown after every ten spots. The SiO2 content obtained by EPMA was used as an internal
standard. The measurement error of the standard NIST 610 glass varied from 3% to 15% (1σ) for the
measured 161 elements, while for NIST 612 the error was from 3% to 20% (1σ).

For the study of the inclusions, we prepared olivine separates from the crushed samples, applying
gravitational concentration in water, magnetic separation and handpicking of grains. To homogenize
melt inclusions, the olivine separates were heated in a Nabertherm RHTV 120-300/17 vertical tube
furnace (Vernadsky Institute in Moscow, Russia) [40] for 10 min at temperatures of 1350 ◦C and
1250 ◦C, which correspond to temperature ranges predicted by previous studies [15] and to our
calculations (see Discussion). We performed the experiment at 1 bar Ar–CO2–H2 atmosphere at oxygen
fugacity corresponding to quartz-magnetite-fayalite (QFM) buffer in loosely closed Pt ampoules.
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To replace all atmospheric air by the controlled gas and thus prevent oxidation of Fe in olivine and
Cr-spinel, 5 min pre-heating to 800 ◦C was applied. The technique of electrical burning of the wire,
which held the ampoules, enabled extremely rapid quenching of the separates and thus sufficient
homogeneity of the glasses. After the experiment, we mounted the olivine grains into epoxy mounts,
which were then abraded in order to bring inclusions to the surface. Grains, containing exposed melt
inclusions, were picked from epoxy mounts and re-mounted into an indium mount. Major element
concentrations of homogenized melt inclusions were determined at the V.S. Sobolev Institute of Geology
and Mineralogy via electron microprobe analysis using both JEOL JXA-8230 and JEOL JXA-8100
instruments. The measurements were performed at voltage 20 kV beam current 20 nA and beam
diameter 1 µm with acquisition time ~1 min for each element. Because the applied current was quite
high compared to that recommended for an alkaline glass analyses [41] and could cause substantial
migration and loss of Na and other mobile elements, the acquisition time and beam diameter were
carefully calibrated on alkali-bearing standards. During this calibration and analysis of the inclusions,
real-time monitoring of signal intensities was applied to obtain stable signal for the analyzed elements
during the acquisition. For all microprobe analyses, samples were coated with a 25-nm carbon film.

We determined trace elements F and H2O concentrations in homogenized melt inclusions as
well as trace element concentrations in crystalline phases of non-heated inclusions by secondary ion
mass spectrometry (SIMS) at the Institute of Microelectronics (Yaroslavl’, Russia) using a CAMECA
IMS4-F spectrometer. The samples were coated with 30-nm-gold film and bombarded by O2− ions.
Before data acquisition, the area of analysis was sputtered for 3 min by 70 µm beam to remove surface
contamination. Volatile element analysis of the glasses was performed prior to lithophile trace element
analysis in order to prevent the loss of volatiles. Volatile concentrations were determined using a 5 µm
beam diameter and three cycles of measurements with dynamical correction of counting time (5–120 s
depending on current counting statistics). Trace element concentrations were obtained with a beam
diameter of 25 µm and five cycles of measurements with the same dynamical correction of counting
time. Secondary ion intensities were normalized to 30Si+ and converted to weight concentrations
using calibration curves based on a set of well-characterized natural and artificial glasses [23,42–45].
Corrections of isobaric interferences were applied for Eu, Gd and Er [46]. We used glasses KL-2 G and
ML 3 B as monitors for trace element analysis in glasses and NIST 610 for the analysis of crystalline
phases (mica and clinopyroxene) of the inclusions.

The main problem of data interpretation was overheating of the inclusions that causes excess
molten olivine. However, the effect of overheating on the composition of quenched inclusions appears
to be negligible as part of initially molten olivine recrystallizes on the walls during quenching, and
thus, any changes in element concentration are considered to be inconsequential [23]. Another problem
concerns loss of volatiles from the inclusions which is thought to occur due to diffusion during rock
cooling or at the heating experiment. This effect commonly causes water loss, but may also decrease
concentrations of other volatile elements [47–50]. The issue becomes especially important minding that
the studied inclusions are fully crystallized (see Results and Discussion for the details) and probably
experienced slow cooling. For this reason we avoid considering data on H2O contents within the
inclusions and exclude those from the dataset. Although in the study we present Cl, F and S contents
in the inclusions, one should be aware of their possible loss.

4. Results

4.1. Lamproite Petrography and Geochemistry

Lamproites from the Ryabinoviy pipe have a porphyritic texture with various amounts of
phenocrysts (0.05–1 mm sized euhedral grains), macrocrysts (0.2–3 mm sized anhedral grains),
host rock xenoliths and groundmass minerals. Within the inner part of the pipe, zoned diopside,
phlogopite and olivine (partially replaced by phlogopite, serpentine and carbonate) occur as pheno- and
macrocrysts, whereas sanidine, subordinate apatite and calcite comprise the groundmass (Figure 2C).
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In the quenched zone of the pipe, only olivine occurs as pheno- and macrocrysts, while microcrysts of
diopside and apatite, poikilitic phlogopite and sanidine make up the groundmass (Figure 2D). Minor
and opaque minerals are leucite, replaced by analcite, chromian spinel and magnetite.

Whole-rock compositions are listed in the Table S1 and Table 1. Recalculated on a 100% volatile-free
basis, the lamproites have basic to intermediate compositions of ultrapotassic to high-K affinities
(K2O/Na2O = 2.7–7.5 with minor analyses having higher Na content) (Figure 3A,B). Concentration
of MgO ranges from 11–15 wt.%, falling into the field of the other Aldan Shield lamproites
(Figure 3C) [11,12,16]. The CaO content varies between 7.2–9.2 wt.%, whereas Na2O content is
relatively low, varying from below detection limit of X-ray fluorescence analysis (XRF) to 3 wt.%
(Figure 3B–D). According to the chemical classification of [3], the examined rocks correspond to
lamproites (Figure 3C,D). Trace element systematics show enrichment of incompatible elements in the
lamproites. Their contents, normalized to primitive mantle (PM) concentrations [51], decrease from
Rb to Lu with negative Ta, Nb, Ti and U anomalies and positive Ba, K and Sr anomalies (Figure 4A).
Chondrite-normalized [52] rare earth element (REE) plots show a smooth LREE -enriched pattern with
La and Lu up to 100 and seven–eight times the chondritic values, respectively (Figure 4B).

Table 1. Whole-rock composition of the Ryabinoviy pipe lamproites.

No. 1 2 3 4 5

Sample ID 51-12 I52-12 I58-12 I55-5-12 50-12

SiO2 47.35 47.50 49.07 48.77 52.12
TiO2 0.74 0.71 0.74 0.73 0.72

Al2O3 9.35 8.51 10.48 9.51 12.71
Fe2O3 (total) 9.61 9.57 9.06 9.19 8.55

MnO 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.14 0.13
MgO 13.01 14.90 10.90 12.46 6.79
CaO 8.82 8.43 8.46 8.33 6.93

Na2O 1.33 1.26 2.10 0.83 3.62
K2O 5.75 5.79 5.56 6.42 5.13
P2O5 0.77 0.80 0.70 0.72 0.54
BaO 0.28 0.29 0.37 0.31 0.21
SO3 0.18 0.21 0.32 0.42 0.21

V2O5 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03
Cr2O3 0.15 0.16 0.11 0.13 0.04
NiO 0.03 0.04 b.d.l 1. b.d.l. 0.01

LOI 2 1.80 1.44 1.91 1.52 1.57

Total (With
LOI) 99.34 99.79 99.95 99.50 99.30

1 b.d.l.—below detection limit; 2 LOI—loss on ignition.

4.2. Olivine Morphology and Chemistry

In the lamproites, olivine forms transparent, fractured grains of various sizes (0.05–5 mm) and
morphologies (Figure 2C–F). Many grains are extensively replaced by phlogopite, serpentine and
carbonate (Figure 2C,D). The complete chemical dataset of olivine is given in Table S2, while the most
distinctive features are provided below (Table 2). We distinguished four types of olivine, based on
their occurrence and chemistry.
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Figure 3. Major element variation diagrams for the studied rocks and homogenized melt inclusions. Fields
for comparison: grey—Aldan Shield lamproites, blue—Mediterranean lamproites, red—Mediterranean
kamafugites and high-Ca leucitites. Compositions used for the fields are from GeoRoc database
(http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/, accessed on 25 September 2019). Fields for lamproites
(L), kamafugites (K) and leucitites (Le) are outlined as in [3]. Fields on total alkalis—silica (TAS)
plot [53] on inset (A) are labeled with the following abbreviations: F—foidite, Ph—phonolite,
Tph—tephriphonolite, Pht—phonotephrite, T/B—tephrite/basanite, Pb—picrobasalt, Tb—trachybasalt,
B–Ta—basaltic trachyandesite, Ta—trachyandesite, T—trachyte/trachydacite, D—dacite, A—andesite,
Ba—basaltic andesite, B—basalt. (B) K2O–Na2O plot; (C) CaO–MgO plot with outlined classification
fields [3]; (D) CaO–SiO2 plot with outlined classification fields [3].
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Table 2. Types and main characteristics of olivine from the studied rocks.

Attribute Olivine-1 Olivine-2 Olivine-3 Olivine-4

Occurrence

Crystal-shaped or
rounded grains,

forming majority of
olivine in the rocks

Large resorbed
grains with a rim of
olivine-1; cores in

olivine-1.

Large (up to 1 mm)
transparent grains
in crushed samples

Large resorbed
grains with a rim of
olivine-1; cores in

olivine-1.

Amount of analyses
(EPMA/LA-ICP-MS) 259/18 174/20 116/31 292/20

Mg# 91.56 (2.25) 1 94.6 (0.5) 94.5 (0.2) 92.3 (0.36)

NiO, wt.% 0.41 (0.07) 0.50 (0.07) 0.27 (0.02) 0.40 (0.03)

CaO, wt.% 0.16 (0.04) 0.09 (0.01) 0.35 (0.04) 0.006 (0.008)

Al, ppm 65 (19) 101 (20) 57 (29) 3 (5)

Na, ppm 40 (21) 36 (9) 188 (96) 6 (6)

Li, ppm 4.9 (2.1) 2.5 (0.73) 2.8 (1) 2.3 (0.9)

V/Sc 1.7 (2.1) 1.1 (0.4) 0.1 (0.06) 0.5 (0.3)

Zoning/inhomogeneity Distinct step-like
zoning

Absent except for
highly-incompatible

elements

Absent except
occasional linear
anomalies of Ca
and Na contents

Absent

Inclusions (Cr-spinel) Yes Yes No No

Inclusions (Melt) Common, but too
small for analysis No Rare, but sufficient

for examination No

Origin 2

Relatively rapid
crystallization in

shallow-level
chambers.

Slow crystallization
from lamproitic
melt in a deep

chamber.

Trapped as
xenocrysts from

cumulates of
kamafugite-like

magma

Xenocrysts of
sub-continental

lithospheric mantle

1 Mean values and standard deviation (in parentheses); 2 See Discussion.

Olivine-1 forms euhedral, fractured grains ranging from 0.05 to 1 mm in size and are transparent
and dusty in appearance. This type of olivine contains abundant Cr-spinel microcrysts, secondary and
primary multiphase inclusions (Figure 2E). It is also characterized by wide compositional ranges and
zoning with decreasing Mg#, NiO and Al2O3 and increasing CaO, ZnO and Na2O from cores to rims
(Figures 5–8). The Mg# varies from 85 to 93 mole % with the main mode at ~92.5 with some values
<85 in altered rims (Figures 7 and 8A). Concentrations of NiO range from 0.15 to 0.5 wt.%, while CaO
generally does not exceed 0.2 wt.% (Figure 7A,B and Figure 8A–C). Both NiO and Al2O3 are positively
correlated with Mg#, whereas CaO, MnO, Zn and Ti concentrations show the reverse trend (Figure 7).

Olivine-2 forms large grains (up to 5 mm) and is strongly fractured with few Cr-spinel inclusions
and dusty swarms of µm-sized secondary inclusions. In crossed polarized light, kink-band intragrain
structures are occasionally observed. These grains are mostly resorbed and mantled by a rim of
olivine-1 (Figure 5A). This olivine may also form smaller cores in olivine-1 (Figures 5B and 6A–D).
Olivine-2 is characterized by high Mg# values (generally 94.5–95) and high NiO content (0.45–0.6 wt.%)
(Figure 5A,B, Figure 7A, Figure 8D,E). Trace element concentrations in olivine-2 are equal or lower
compared with olivine-1, aside from Al, which may reach 150 ppm, higher than in olivine-1 (40–120
ppm) (Figure 5A,B, Figure 7, Figure 8).

Found only in crushed samples, olivine-3 occurs as transparent grains and which are generally only
distinguished by chemistry. These grains occasionally host multiphase silicate inclusions, needle-like
Cr-spinel lamellae (too thin for EPMA) and display healed fractures, revealed only by EPMA mapping
(Figure 6K). Olivine-3 is characterized by a narrow range of extremely high Mg# values (94–95 mole %)
and elevated CaO contents, ranging from 0.24–0.46 wt.%. Concentrations of NiO are relatively low
(0.26–0.28 wt.%) and deviates from the Ni-Mg correlation trend typical for igneous olivine (Figure 7A,B



Minerals 2020, 10, 337 10 of 30

and Figure 8G–I). Spatial elemental distribution is relatively homogeneous with minor variations in
some incompatible elements (within EPMA error), with the exception of CaO, which shows significant
depletion along healed fractures (Figure 6I–L).
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Figure 5. SEM BSE images and EPMA element profiles of olivine grains. (A) Olivine-2 with a rim of
olivine-1. (B) Olivine-1 with an olivine-2 core. (C) Olivine-4 with a rim of olivine-1. (D) Olivine-1
with an olivine-4 core. White arrows on the SEM BSE images show compositional profile directions.
Abbreviations: DL—detection limit, Ol—olivine.
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Similar to olivine-2, olivine-4 forms large resorbed fractured grains, overgrown by a rim of
olivine-1, or small resorbed cores within olivine-1 (Figure 5C–E and Figure 6E–H). Aside from
clusters of µm-scale secondary inclusions, it lacks Cr-spinel and/or multiphase inclusions. In crossed
polarized light, kink-band intragrain structures are observed within some olivine-4 grains (Figure 2F).
The composition of this type of olivine differs significantly from the aforementioned types. It is
characterized by Mg# values of 92–93 and exceptionally low trace element concentrations, with the
exception of NiO (0.2–0.46 wt.%) (Figures 7 and 8).Minerals 2020, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 30 
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with core of olivine-2 (see Figure 5B); (E–H)—olivine-1 with core of olivine-4 (see Figure 5D); (I–L)—
olivine-3 grain. Elements, which distribution was mapped are specified on each inset.  

Figure 6. Representative electron microprobe (CPS) maps of the olivine grains. (A–D) olivine-1
grain with core of olivine-2 (see Figure 5B); (E–H)—olivine-1 with core of olivine-4 (see Figure 5D);
(I–L)—olivine-3 grain. Elements, which distribution was mapped are specified on each inset.
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plot. Oxide concentrations are plotted in weight %, element concentrations—in parts per million 
(ppm). Fields for comparison: blue—low-Ti lamproites worldwide, pink—high-Ti lamproites 
worldwide, black outline—kamafugites, red outline—mantle olivine compositions. Fields are 
outlined using data from GeoRoc database (http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/, accessed 25 
September 2019), [54] and [55].  

Figure 7. Binary elemental plots showing variation in olivine types. (A) NiO—Mg# binary plot;
(B) CaO—Mg# binary plot; (C) MnO—Mg# binary plot; (D) Al—Mg# binary plot; (E) Cr2O3—Mg#
binary plot; (F) Zn—Mg# binary plot; (G) Na—Mg# binary plot; (H) Ti—Mg# binary plot; (I) P—Mg#
binary plot. Oxide concentrations are plotted in weight %, element concentrations—in parts per
million (ppm). Fields for comparison: blue—low-Ti lamproites worldwide, pink—high-Ti lamproites
worldwide, black outline—kamafugites, red outline—mantle olivine compositions. Fields are outlined
using data from GeoRoc database (http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/, accessed 25 September
2019), [54] and [55].

http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/
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varying in size from 5 to 20 µm. Inclusions hosted by olivine-1 consist primarily of phlogopite, 
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Figure 8. Probability density plots of the Mg#, NiO and CaO contents in olivine. Reference bars
below the plots are based on data from GeoRoc database (http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/,
accessed 25 September 2019), [56] and [57]. Specified on insets (A–L) are parameters, which are plotted
on a certain chart, and total number of the analyses.

4.3. Olivine-Hosted Silicate Inclusions

Silicate-dominated inclusions are found in olivine-1 and olivine-3. Olivine-1 hosts abundant
inclusions, most of which are rather small (<5 µm) and form clusters along healed fractures, thus
being considered as secondary. Bona fide primary inclusions are quite rare in both types of olivine,
varying in size from 5 to 20 µm. Inclusions hosted by olivine-1 consist primarily of phlogopite,
clinopyroxene with minor calcite, apatite and sulfides (Figure 9A). Inclusions within olivine-3 contain
sodium-rich phlogopite and monticellite (Figure 9B). Partly homogenized melt inclusions both olivine-1
and olivine-3 appear as light brown glasses with a gas bubble (Figure 9C,D) and sometimes with
Cr-spinel micro-grains (<1 µm). The size of analyzed inclusions ranges from 5–20 µm (generally 7–12

http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/georoc/
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µm). Representative chemical compositions of the heated inclusions are listed in Table 3, while whole
dataset is provided in Table S3.

Table 3. Representative chemical compositions of the experimentally re-homogenized melt
inclusions glasses.

MI Label Ol1-12 Ol1-15 Ol2-1 Ol2-2 Ol2-3 Ol2-7 Ol12-12 Ol2-13 Ol2-14 Ol2-22 Ol-25

Ol Type 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

SiO2 46.22 40.44 44.26 40.3 43.44 39.93 42.86 40.11 39.32 39.69 41.10
TiO2 0.93 0.93 0.3 0.27 0.3 0.34 0.23 0.18 0.19 0.33 0.35

Al2O3 8.05 9.2 8.29 8.67 7.82 10.09 13.79 12.21 12.57 11.36 12.29
FeO (total) 6.42 12.55 5.21 12.67 13.36 9.68 12.03 11.69 11.42 10.69 11.16

MnO 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.11 0.1 0.08 0.17 0.14 0.15 0.14 0.14
MgO 9.95 8.85 12.82 7.22 8.45 10.14 7.53 8.02 8.28 8.71 9.21
CaO 13.28 13.33 16.95 18.67 20.23 15.95 9.28 14.2 15.2 12.57 9.57

Na2O 1.76 1.58 1.36 1.73 2.47 2.81 6.31 4.37 3.78 3 5.5
K2O 7.43 7.79 4.54 3.99 1.41 4.81 4.43 4.24 3.98 4.89 5.9
P2O5 1.23 1.4 1.74 0.99 0.26 2.67 1.02 1.18 1.19 1.39 1.5
SO3 0.28 0.29 0.05 0.17 0.04 0.05 0.1 0.09 0.09 0.25 0.1
Cl 0.46 0.2 0.06 0.29 0.09 0.22 0.19 0.22 0.28 0.19 0.26
F 0.4 0.09 0.11

Total 97.5 97.64 98.75 98.08 100.97 99.77 100.94 99.65 99.45 96.32 100.08

Li 10 3 4
Rb 360 183 231
Ba 4592 2901 5726
Th 7 8 6
U 2 2 2
Ta 1 1 2
Nb 5 8 6
La 38 34 51
Ce 95 62 122
Nd 46 27 41
Sr 2210 1187 2944
Sm 12 7 11
Zr 123 189 266
Hf 5 5 6
Gd 7 8 9
Dy 5 4 5
Y 19 14 16
Er 2 2 2
Yb 2.5 0.5 0.6
Lu 0.4 0.2 0.3

Only two analyses of heated inclusions hosted by olivine-1 could be accurately determined
due to their small size, ubiquitous depressurizing, and leaking during the experiment. Both have
basic-to-ultrabasic peralkaline compositions with a distinct ultrapotassic affinity, MgO concentrations
of 9–10 wt.% and elevated CaO (ca. 13 wt.%). Plotted on the classification diagrams [3], these data do
not distinctly occur within any group of ultrapotassic rocks, rather they are “transitional” and plot
between typical kamafugites and typical lamproites (Figure 3).

Analyses of glasses of the heated olivine-3 hosted inclusions were more numerous and successful
than for olivine-1. Additionally, having ultrabasic to basic and peralkaline to alkaline affinities, they are
characterized by a broad range of strongly elevated CaO (9–24 wt.%) and significant variation in alkali
contents with K2O varying from 1.5 to 6 wt.% and Na2O from 1.5 to 6 wt.%. These compositions fall
into the kamafugites and leucitites fields based on the classification outlined by [3] (Figure 3).

Incompatible element concentrations in the glasses of the heated inclusions show moderate
variance (Table 3, Table S3). Inclusions hosted by both olivine-1 and olivine-3 have almost identical
trace element systematics, aside from Ti, which is higher in olivine-1, and Zr, which is higher in olivine-3
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(Figure 4A). Plotted on a spider diagram, PM-normalized [51] values of incompatible elements show
uniform enriched patterns with distinct negative anomalies for Ta, Nb and Ti, and positive anomalies
for K, Sr, U and Gd (Figure 4A). Chondrite-normalized [52] REE plots show smooth enriched patterns
for the inclusions in both types of olivine, being very similar to whole-rock compositional trends of the
lamproites (Figure 4B).
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Figure 9. Representative microphotographs of the olivine-hosted inclusions. (A,B) Unheated inclusions
within the olivine-1 and the olivine-3, respectively (SEM BSE photo). (C,D) Heated and quenched
inclusions within the olivine-1 and the olivine-3, respectively (transmitted light). Abbreviations:
Ol—olivine, Cpx—clinopyroxene, Phl—phlogopite, Ap—apatite, Po—pyrrhotite.

4.4. Olivine-Hosted Cr-Spinel Inclusions

Inclusions of Cr-spinel are abundant in olivine-1 and are less common in olivine-2. Having
tetrahedral or octahedral morphologies, they form either single crystals within enclosing olivine or
intergrowths of two to five crystals (Figure 2E). The majority of inclusions vary in size from 2 to
7 µm, yet individual grains are larger (up to 15 µm). Data on Cr-spinel compositions are listed in
Table S4. Chemical composition of Cr-spinel enclosed within olivine-1 and olivine-2 is characterized
by Mg# ranging from 20 to 75 and corresponds to chromite and magnesio-chromite (Cr# = 83–96).
Importantly, olivine-1 hosted Cr-spinel inclusions show a broad range of Mg# values, whereas Mg# is
>55 for olivine-2 hosted Cr-spinel inclusions. The analyzed Cr-spinel inclusions have quite low TiO2

content, which does not exceed 1 wt.%, and is lower than in Cr-spinel from the other known lamproite
occurrences (even lower than in Cr-spinel from low-Ti lamproites).
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5. Discussion

Based on the above petrographic observations and chemical data, interpretations can be made
regarding the petrogenetic evolution of the Ryabinoviy pipe of the Central Aldan Mesozoic potassic
province. In this section, we discuss the chemistry of the multiple olivine generations, and their
respective Cr-spinel and melt inclusions, with implications for petrogenesis as well as physicochemical
conditions of the parental magma.

5.1. Olivine Chemistry

Although multiple olivine generations are quite typical in lamproite and kimberlite occurrences
[20,58,59], it is unusual to observe four olivine types within a single hand specimen. Varying in
appearance and chemistry, each of the studied olivine types invokes potentially different origins.
High-forsterite olivine is typical for a range of rocks (ultrabasic volcanic rocks, cumulates of ultrabasic
magmas (dunites, pyroxenites and troctolites), mantle rocks and skarns) [60,61], and thus, some of
the studied olivine may have xenocrystic origins from surrounding lithologies. However, we rule
out a skarn source based on local skarn occurrences (within aureoles of the Ryabinoviy massif) being
forsterite-free [62]. In addition, the underlying lithologies are dominated by felsic basement rocks of
the Aldan shield which contains very little to no carbonate.

5.1.1. Olivine-1: “Ordinary” Phenocrysts

Olivine-1, forming the majority of the total olivine content in the studied lamproites and displaying
major and trace element core-to-rim zonation, is, thus, considered to be a liquidus phase that crystallized
during the early stages of magma evolution. The composition and evolutionary trends of olivine-1
are similar to those of olivine from other low-Ti lamproites (the Mediterranean belt and Northern
Vietnam) and are distinct from those of high-Ti lamproites (Gaussberg, Smoky Butte, Aillik, Indian
and Australian) (Figure 7A–C,E). Concentrations of P are elevated compared to olivine from high-Ti
lamproites of West Kimberley, Australia and low-Ti lamproites from Northern Vietnam, but are quite
similar to those of olivine from lamproites and other potassic rocks of the Mediterranean belt [63,64].
In contrast, Li and Zn contents in olivine-1 are significantly lower than those in olivine from lamproites
and other high-potassic rocks from the Mediterranean belt [18,62]. Although Li can reach elevated
values in rims of olivine-1 (>3 ppm), this feature is more likely due to later magma differentiation
rather than representing primary melt compositions (Figure 10A).

5.1.2. Olivine-2: “Cumulate-Derived” Macrocrysts

Although differentiated from other generations, olivine-2 possesses several similarities with
olivine-1. Plotted on binary diagrams, compositions of olivine-2 follow olivine-1 chemical trends,
but have markedly higher Mg# than olivine-1 (Figure 7). This fact implies that olivine-2 likely
crystallized from compositionally similar magma to the studied lamproites, but under different
circumstances. Typical features of olivine-2 are a lack of zonation and a narrow range of compatible
elements concentrations (Figure 5A,B, Figure 6A–D, Figures 7 and 8). Similar characteristics have
been reported for olivine from dunites and are interpreted to be a result of extensive diffusion and
re-equilibration during slow cooling of the cumulate layer [65,66]. Some individual olivine-2 grains
display kink-band structures, which imply they experienced ductile deformation in a solid or near-solid
medium. Therefore, olivine-2 is interpreted to have crystallized from a lamproite magma, similar to the
parental of olivine-1, which subsequently dwelled as a cumulate within the magma chamber, prior to
transport via a secondary magmatic pulse.
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5.1.3. Olivine-3: A Fingerprint of a High-Ca Potassic Magma

Found only within the crushed samples, olivine-3 forms segregations or small xenoliths irregularly
distributed throughout the studied lamproite, making observation in thin sections difficult. Another
complication is that this type of olivine, characterized by extremely-high Mg# values, elevated Ca and
relatively low Ni, falls outside typical magmatic correlation trends. Some previous studies affiliate
such high-Mg# and high-Ca olivine in potassic rocks to calcareous skarns [68]. Regardless, due to the
geological setting of the Ryabinoviy pipe, such an origin is unlikely in this case. Mantle xenocrysts,
derived from extremely depleted lithospheric mantle, can possess Mg# up to 95.5 mole % [56], but do
not contain such anomalously high concentrations of CaO (Figures 7 and 8). Therefore, features of
olivine-3 are best attributed to a magmatic process.

Many geochemical properties of olivine-3 are similar to those reported for olivine from the
Mediterranean belt kamafugites and leucitites. High Ca and low Ni concentrations for olivine-3 are
characteristic of high-Ca potassic rocks of the Roman Comagmatic Province (Italy) [22,66]. Plotted
on Ni/Mg–Mn/Fe and Ni/Mg–Ca/Fe diagrams, olivine-3 compositions fall into the ranges of the
olivine from the Roman Comagmatic Province leucitites (Figure 10C,D). In addition, P concentrations
of olivine-3 (40–70 ppm) are comparable to olivine from the San Venanzo kamafugites (Italy) [63].
However, high Mg# values of olivine-3 are greater than those typical for high-Ca rocks from the
Mediterranean belt and other kamafugites worldwide (Figures 7 and 8G). Elevated Mg# is believed to
result from crystallization or equilibration in highly oxidized conditions. It has been shown that under
high oxygen fugacity, magmatic olivine becomes almost pure forsterite due to trivalent Fe preventing
substitution of Mg2+ within the olivine crystal lattice [56,69]. Highly oxidized conditions of olivine-3
crystallization are consistent with low V/Sc ratios (Figure 10B). As such, we suggest that olivine-3
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originated from high-Ca alkaline magma, similar to kamafugites or Roman Comagmatic Province
leucitites, but in anomalously oxidized conditions.

Similarities in Co, Zn, P, Ti and Li concentrations between olivine-1, -2 and -3 (Figures 7 and
10A,C) may be indicative of a common genetic link.

5.1.4. Olivine-4: Mantle Xenocrysts

Based on its high Mg#, moderate Ni and strong depletion in many trace elements, olivine-4 appears
to be genetically unrelated to other olivine in the studied lamproites. Rather, the presence of kink-band
intragrain structures, observed in coarse olivine-4 grains (Figure 2F), result from ductile deformation
and are typical for olivine from deformed coarse-grained mantle peridotites and metamorphosed
ultramafic complexes [70]. This along with an absence of inclusions (solid or melt), draws into question
its magmatic origin. Olivine-4 is compositionally similar to olivine from the mantle of the central
Siberian Craton and elsewhere, which have low Ca, Al and Ti contents [18,58,59,71–73].

Within the SCLM of the Siberian Platform, Mg# in olivine is strongly controlled by pressure
and depth [74]. Based on this, olivine-4 chemistry (Mg# 92–93) corresponds to formation in the
upper-middle part of the SCLM (depth ~110–160 km and pressure ~30–50 kbar). Fertility of the
mantle is often based on Mg# values and certain trace elements (e.g., Ti and Al) in olivine. In general,
Mg# values tend to increase, whereas Al and especially Ti decrease with progressive depletion of
the mantle [75,76]. Olivine-4 chemistry follows such trends and is affiliated with cratonic mantle
peridotites (Figure 8J) of a depleted mantle source. Additionally, Ti concentrations within olivine-4 are
close to the lowest recorded in peridotite olivine [76] and, along with the presence of minor spinel or
garnet in the source, correspond to ultra-depleted peridotites.

Numerous studies indicate that Fe, Mn, Zn, V, Sc and Zr are sensitive to the presence of spinel
and garnet in mantle assemblages. According to [77], the studied olivine-4 (FeO 7–8 wt.%) fits in the
garnet peridotite range (Figure 11A). However, trace element discrimination diagrams are ambiguous:
on the Sc–Zr plot, the compositions are transitional between the “spinel” and “garnet” fields, while
on the Al–Mn plot, they correspond primarily to the “spinel” field (Figure 11B,C). However, data
obtained by [77], show that Mn is not very sensitive to the presence of spinel or garnet. Low Y (below
detection limits) and broad variations in Zn content in olivine-4 is more akin to garnet peridotites,
rather than from spinel [76]. In addition, the presence of Cr-pyrope xenocrysts in the lamproite and
lamprophyre dikes provide further evidence of garnet prevalence in the SCLM parental magma for the
Aldan lamproites [78].

Although pressure could not be estimated here, we calculated the temperatures for a range
of pressures (30–50 kbar) using an equation calibrated on olivine from garnet peridotites [71,76].
The obtained temperatures are very low, varying from 650 to 980 ◦C, depending on pressure (Figure 11D).
If spinel controlled olivine-4 composition rather than garnet in this case, a rough estimation based on
temperature-dependent Ca and Ti regressions [77] also yields temperatures below 1000 ◦C. Hence,
regardless of the garnet or spinel prevalence in the SCLM, the estimated temperature ranges correspond
to cratonic or “low continental” heat flows (30–40 mW/m2) [79] (Figure 11D).



Minerals 2020, 10, 337 19 of 30

Minerals 2020, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 19 of 30 

 

 
Figure 11. Element variations in olivine-4 (A–C) and PT-diagram with temperatures calculated 
assuming garnet is in equilibrium with olivine-4. On (A) intervals for garnet and spinel peridotites 
are as in [77]. On (B) and (C) fields for garnet, spinel and spinel-garnet peridotites are as in [76]. 
Pressures and temperatures on (D) are estimated using data in [71], and the equation from [76], 
respectively; heat flow curves are from [79]. 

5.2. Olivine-Hosted Melt Inclusions—Evidence of Lamproite-Kamafugite Magmatism 

Primary inclusions and crystalline phases observed within both olivine-1 and -3 require further 
discussion. As no glass was identified within unheated inclusions, we cannot be confident that they 
truly represent entrapped melt. Nevertheless, estimations based on the trace element budget (see 
Appendix I) support the suggestions that they represent fully crystallized melt and can be addressed 
as “melt inclusions” or “MIs”. 

Containing major diopside, phlogopite and minor apatite, olivine-1-hosted inclusions are 
mineralogically similar to the lamproites, particularly those containing only minor sanidine. 
Although we were unable to obtain ample data from these inclusions, the two compositions are 
generally similar to the bulk compositions of the studied lamproites. A significant difference in Ca 
and Si content might be tentatively attributed to silicate-carbonate immiscibility which, according to 
previous studies [14], occurred around ~1100 °C during the evolution of the Ryabinoviy pipe 
lamproites. Olivine-1 may have thus trapped melt prior to immiscibility, potentially altering the Ca 
and Si budget and producing the observed differences. 
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and temperatures on (D) are estimated using data in [71], and the equation from [76], respectively;
heat flow curves are from [79].

5.2. Olivine-Hosted Melt Inclusions—Evidence of Lamproite-Kamafugite Magmatism

Primary inclusions and crystalline phases observed within both olivine-1 and -3 require further
discussion. As no glass was identified within unheated inclusions, we cannot be confident that they
truly represent entrapped melt. Nevertheless, estimations based on the trace element budget (see
Appendix A) support the suggestions that they represent fully crystallized melt and can be addressed
as “melt inclusions” or “MIs”.

Containing major diopside, phlogopite and minor apatite, olivine-1-hosted inclusions are
mineralogically similar to the lamproites, particularly those containing only minor sanidine. Although
we were unable to obtain ample data from these inclusions, the two compositions are generally similar
to the bulk compositions of the studied lamproites. A significant difference in Ca and Si content might
be tentatively attributed to silicate-carbonate immiscibility which, according to previous studies [14],
occurred around ~1100 ◦C during the evolution of the Ryabinoviy pipe lamproites. Olivine-1 may
have thus trapped melt prior to immiscibility, potentially altering the Ca and Si budget and producing
the observed differences.

Unheated inclusions, hosted by olivine-3, are different from those within olivine-1. Comprising
monticellite, phlogopite and Na-phlogopite, their compositions do not correspond to lamproites; rather,
they are closer to kimberlites or carbonatites [2,80]. Bulk compositions of the homogenized inclusions
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also differ from lamproites and, based on the chemical classification scheme of [3], form part of the
kamafugite group. However, the K2O/Na2O ratio for many of these inclusions is lower than that
required for ultrapotassic rocks. Thus, their compositions are not sensu stricto kamafugitic and should
be classified as “alkaline kamafugite-like.”

Very peculiar features of the inclusions hosted by olivine-3 are the broad ranges of CaO and
Na2O contents, which do not follow typical “magmatic” trends (Figure 3B,C). However, EPMA maps
may provide insight on the possible origin of such compositions (Figure 6K). In the mapped grain,
two generations of olivine are observed: one is primary and the other, with lower CaO content and
comprising healed fractures, is secondary (Figure 6K). As the melt inclusion is located along the healed
fracture, we suggest that it is secondary or pseudo-primary and was entrapped during fracture healing.
Since this is revealed only by the EPMA map but is not evident from optical observation and even
EPMA spot analysis, we cannot exclude that some other inclusions within olivine-3 are associated
with healed fractures as well. As those fractures are healed and recrystallized into Ca-poor olivine,
we suggest that inclusions located along such fractures also contain less Ca than the parental melt.
Therefore, we assume that bona fide primary MIs, hosted by olivine-3, are characterized by the highest
obtained CaO values, thus distinctly corresponding to kamafugite-like magmas (Figure 3C,D).

In a simplified genetic model, we propose that olivine-1 and -2 crystallized from lamproitic melt
(LAM), whereas high-Ca olivine from a kamafugite-like melt (KAM). An important question is whether
these melts are genetically linked. Crucially, trace element systematics among olivine generations
reveal many similarities between olivine-1, -2 and -3, whereas contents of the incompatible lithophile
elements in LAM and KAM are almost equal (Figure 4). This implies that these melts originated from
the same or at least a similar mantle source. In addition, [11] reported presence of high-Ca olivine,
similar to the one studied here, in the majority of the Aldan lamproites. This provides further support
for the link between lamproitic and kamafugite-like types of magmatism.

Hence, we propose that kamafugite-like magmatism occurred within the Central Aldan area
in the Mesozoic and was temporally and spatially linked with lamproitic magmatism. We can also
tentatively assert that kamafugite-like magmatism was generated slightly before lamproitic, based on
considerably higher CaO and lower Al2O3 in olivine from the Late Jurassic lamproites of the Central
Aldan [11]. This age-dependent chemical trend may also reflect a continuous transition from high-Ca
potassic (i.e., kamafugite-like) rocks to low-Ca lamproites.

5.3. Olivine-Hosted Cr-Spinel Inclusions: Temperature and Redox-State

Using the “Al-in-olivine” geothermometer [81], we determined crystallization temperature ranges
for olivine-1 and -2 based on olivine-chromite pairs (in equilibration) (Figure 13A). The obtained
estimates range from 1150 ◦C (Mg# 88) to 1370 ◦C (Mg# 95). However, these temperatures are lower
than those obtained for high-Mg olivine from typical within-plate mafic-ultramafic rocks (Figure 12A),
implying a lower temperature for the parental melt, and thus, likely a low-temperature mechanism for
source melting.

The redox state of the primary melt can be calculated using mineral oxybarometers [82–84],
and may also be roughly estimated from the V/Sc ratio in olivine [18,85]. The “classic” olivine-spinel
oxybarometer [82], is known to be applicable only for rocks saturated in orthopyroxene and yields
maximum fO2 in alkaline rocks [84]. However, it can be applied for alkaline rocks by introducing
silica activity correction [84,86]. In our study we roughly estimated silica activity based on Ca
content in olivine, enclosing Cr-spinel inclusions [87]. In Table S5, the listed fugacities are calculated
using both the original oxybarometer [82] and with silica activity correction. The range of log(f O2),
estimated for olivine-1 and olivine-2 using these assumptions, lies 3–4 log units above the NNO
buffer with a slight temperature-dependent decrease. This range corresponds to relatively oxidized
conditions and is higher than most of the known lamproites occurrences worldwide, including from
the Mediterranean belt [6,83,84] (Figure 13B). Although we were unable to calculate redox parameters
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for the KAM, extremely low V/Sc ratio in olivine-3 implies its crystallization in strongly oxidized
conditions, more oxidized than estimates for the LAM (Figure 10B).
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Figure 13. Results of olivine-spinel thermometry and oxybarometry, applied to olivine-1 and olivine-2.
In (A), reference fields for olivine from MORB and within-plate basalts are drawn using data from [65]
and [81]. In (B), reference fields for lamproites from different localities are outlined using data
from [6], [83] and [84]. The numerical data is listed in Table S5.

5.4. Petrogenetic Constraints

High-potassic (lamproitic, kamafugitic and leucititic) melts are believed to originate in extensional
tectonic settings from variably enriched lithospheric sources [1,88,89]. Physical models, verified by the
studies of mantle xenoliths, suggest that melting of SCLM peridotite below thinned continental crust is
responsible for the generation of potassic basic/ultrabasic magmas [90]. Although these models were
developed primarily on homogeneous peridotite, it is widely accepted that lamproitic melts originate
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in mild-extensional settings from sources with mixed compositions, which are representative of SCLM
peridotite, veined by K-rich assemblages [6,67,88,91]. Such assemblages often contain phlogopite (or
potassic amphibole) and pyroxenes as major phases, while titanian silicates are characteristic of high-Ti
lamproites and may not be found in low-Ti counterparts [91]. Kamafugite magma is produced in
strong rift-like extension settings and low geothermal gradients. In addition, it requires excess CO2

(presence of carbonate in the source) and H2O [91,92].
Although they form in similar geodynamic settings, kamafugites and lamproites originate in

substantially different conditions and rarely occur together. However, both types of rocks do occur in
some areas of the Mediterranean belt [5,6,67,93–95]. Some studies claim a similar lithospheric source
for both lamproites and kamafugites/leucitites, and interpret their contrasting chemistry as a result
of different volatile speciation [96]. Nevertheless, many studies imply similar tectonic settings and
lithological patterns for SCLM, kamafugites and lamproites, but highlight differences between source
mineralogy. According to such models, carbonate-free silica-saturated sources produce lamproitic
melts, whereas melting of carbonate-bearing silica-undersaturated assemblages resulted in generation
of kamafugite/leucitite [5,67,92,95]. Given that Aldan and Mediterranean lamproites are comparable
both in rock and mineral chemistry, and “kamafugitic” olivine-3 has several features characteristic for
olivine from Mediterranean kamafugites/leucitites, it is likely that similar mechanisms operated at
both localities and we adopt a similar model for this study.

As previously mentioned, we propose that the first melts extracted from the source had distinct
kamafugitic affinities, whereas the later melts had lamproitic compositions. There were likely
“transitional” members; for example, the Late Jurassic high-Ca lamproitic and lamprophyric rocks [11].
In the context of Mesozoic geodynamics of the Central Aldan area, this implies that the KAM
originated during the beginning of the rift-like lithosphere extension, while lamproitic magmatism
was produced substantially at later stages of extension. This is further supported by the low Mesozoic
geothermal gradient, which fulfills the tectonic requirements for kamafugite generation [90,92].
Adopting commonly accepted models [88,90], we suggest that the KAM was extracted during
low-degree extension-triggered melting of SCLM, veined by a phlogopite + clinopyroxene + carbonate
± orthopyroxene ± olivine assemblage (Figure 12A,B).

There are two explanations to the origin of the LAM. Firstly, the lamproites may have originated
from another part of the lithosphere, which was carbonate-free. Despite its simplicity, this idea raises a
question about the nature of such strong SCLM heterogeneity. Although there is a model that suggests
that carbonate-rich and carbonate-poor types of SCLM modification produced sources for spatially
juxtaposed Mediterranean leucitites and lamproites [67], it is unclear what mechanism was responsible
for the heterogeneity. A second possible explanation is that lamproites were generated from the same
part of veined SCLM, which experienced modification. This modification might take place during
extraction of the KAM and during the gap between “kamafugitic” and “lamproitic” stages. Generation
and extraction of the KAM must have affected the source composition considerably by exhausting
highly fusible carbonate from the assemblage (Figure 12B). It would also reduce amounts of phlogopite
and clinopyroxene with respect to more refractory olivine. Importantly, this would not significantly
decrease silica content, which is balanced during clinopyroxene (~55 wt.% SiO2) melting by exhaustion
of silica-free carbonate and relatively silica-poor (~42 wt.% SiO2) phlogopite. However, it is unlikely
that after the KAM was generated, there would be enough phlogopite to produce ultra-potassic LAM,
and the modification of the source would probably demand input of alkalis. Since the estimated
temperature of LAM generation (above 1350 ◦C) is significantly higher than required for KAM
generation, we suggest that there was a deep thermal flux, which may also have supplied K and Si to
the source [19] (Figure 12C). The suggestion of substantial input of mobile alkaline and alkali-earth
elements in the source during the Mesozoic is also supported by a high dispersion of Sr and Nd isotope
compositions of the Aldan lamproites, with Sr being generally more primitive than Nd [12,30,36,97,98].
This modified SCLM, veined by a clinopyroxene + phlogopite + orthopyroxene ± olivine assemblage,
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along with thermal and tectonic (continuing extension) conditions were sufficient for the generation of
ultrapotassic silica-saturated melts of lamproitic affinity [6,67,88,91,99] (Figure 12D).

After their generation, both melts ascended and accumulated within underplated chambers
(Figure 14A). As a significant volume of the LAM approached the mantle-crust boundary, the KAM,
which was generated slightly before the LAM, was likely already partially crystallized (Figure 14A).
Partially crystallized assemblages of the KAM (olivine-3 and less refractory minerals) were then
assimilated with the LAM, which was much more volumetrically significant. During assimilation,
less refractory minerals of the KAM (phlogopite, monticellite etc.) were melted, whereas some
olivine grains survived and were preserved in lamproites (e.g., olivine-3, Figure 14B). Subsequent
slow-cooling within the underplated magma chambers produced a second generation of olivine
(olivine-2), which may also have partially formed during LAM upwelling (Figure 14A–C). Ongoing
tectonic events resulted in fracturing of the crust and further upwelling of magma, culminating
in crystallization within shallow-level chambers and as small intrusions (Figure 14C,D). During
this process, dynamic cooling and variable physicochemical conditions produced the compositional
zonation observed in olivine-1.
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Figure 14. Schematic outlining processes of magma assimilation and the olivine crystallization sequence
(types 1–3). (A) Uprise of a newly formed lamproite melt; (B) Accumulation of the lamproite melt in
under-plated chambers and partial assimilation of cumulates, crystallized from a kamafugite-like melt;
(C) crystallization of the resulting magma in deep- and shallow-level chambers; (D) emplacement of
subvolcanic intrusions and ultimate solidification of the rocks.

The question remains as to the origin of the veined SCLM. Data presented here imply a
carbonate-potassium-rich modification of initially depleted SCLM. Tectonic processes such as
subduction and collision have been postulated as the mechanism for such a modification in the
Mediterranean belt, proposing that most components (alkali, silica, carbonate) originated from either a
subducted slab or sediments, which were accreted into the lithosphere [4,5,7,18,67,95,96,100]. However,
similar processes are not applicable to the Central Aldan area, at least during the Phanerozoic, as it was
distant (>1000 km) from any active margins and orogenic belts. In addition, isotopic data [30,97,98]
indicates that the SCLM in the Central Aldan area is ancient and strongly enriched (initial ε(Nd) ~
−15–−22). Moreover, trace element compositions of olivine, although being similar to that of the
Mediterranean lamproites, has significantly lower Zn and Li (Figure 10A), which are often used
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as tracers of crust recycling [18]. Therefore, although the nature of the SCLM beneath the Central
Aldan remains enigmatic, the subduction-driven model of its modification remains doubtful. Rather,
the overlapping of the Proterozoic-Mesozoic “carbonatite-apatite” zone with the Central Aldan
province [27,28,30] provides additional evidence of a Precambrian age for the veined SCLM below the
studied area.

6. Conclusions

Four generations of olivine were identified in the Ryabinoviy pipe low-Ti lamproites:

1. Olivine phenocrysts with step-like regular zoning and a broad compositional range.
2. High-Mg, high-Ni olivine macrocrysts, considered to be the earliest olivine, crystallized from

lamproite magma and stored in cumulate layers.
3. Olivine crystallized from kamafugite-like alkaline magma, and subsequently trapped within the

lamproitic magma as xenocrysts or intergrowths.
4. Mantle-derived xenocrysts.

We consider olivine-3 to represent a fingerprint of small-scale kamafugite-like magmatism, which,
along with other forms of alkaline magmatism, took place during the Mesozoic activation of the Aldan
Shield. Kamafugite-like melts were likely generated during low-temperature extension-triggered
melting of the SCLM, modified by veins of carbonate- and potassium-bearing assemblages. Subsequent
generation of lamproitic melts occurred at higher (up to 1350 ◦C) temperatures either from initially
different parts of the SCLM, veined by carbonate-free assemblages or from the same part, and later
modified by kamafugite extraction and the input of external K and Si from an unknown source. Oxygen
fugacity in the lamproitic melt was three –four units above NNO buffer; higher than the estimates for
other lamproites worldwide. The Kamafugite-like melt is deemed to be even more oxidized than the
lamproite melt, based on the extremely low V/Sc ratio in the “kamafugitic” olivine. However, these
calculations should be considered as rough proxies only, as several assumptions and re-calculations
were applied to the oxybarometer [82–84,86,87].

As spatially-associated kamafugitic/leucititic and lamproitic types of magmatism are characteristic
of low-Ti potassic magmatism from the Mediterranean belt, our study provides further evidence of the
similarities between the Aldan and the Mediterranean regions. However, the Central Aldan potassic
province lies within typically-cratonic settings, and there are no robust signatures of subducted matter
involved in its origin. Therefore, our study also shows that recycled subduction components are not an
essential factor in the petrogenesis of low-Ti lamproites, kamafugites and leucitites.
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Table S5: Temperature and oxygen fugacity parameters calculated using olivine-chromite pair compositions.
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Appendix A

Although the examined olivine grains contain plenty of secondary inclusions, located along
healed fractures, we studied only those that can be considered primary. This is based on them being
larger than secondary inclusions and occurring sporadically without affiliation to any linear structures
within the grain. Since olivine can originate in different settings and experience post-crystallization
transformation, recrystallization and dissolution-reaction-mixing processes [101], there is no guarantee
that the inclusions are representative of trapped melt. Typically, melt inclusions, entrapped during
mineral growth, are round or elliptical and require the presence of glass with optional daughter phases
and a gas bubble [102]. In this case, there is no bona fide glass observed within non-heated inclusions,
which might indicate a non-melt origin of these inclusions; rather, they represent heterogeneous
entrapment of solid mineral phases.

If the major phases of phlogopite, clinopyroxene and monticellite, are entrapped heterogeneously,
the composition of the inclusions is controlled by the volume of each phase. On binary major
element plots, this should be reflected in trends, lying between “end members” of the major minerals,
while trace element concentrations must be averages of those typical for phlogopite, clinopyroxene
(and monticellite). In this case, major element compositions provided no clear evidence of whether
the examined inclusions are mixtures of heterogeneously trapped phlogopite and clinopyroxene
(monticellite). Therefore, we used trace elements as a means of discrimination. Obtained by SIMS,
several compositions of phlogopite and diopside from the inclusions show broad variations of the
trace element contents, although the glasses of the heated inclusions contain significantly higher
concentrations of most incompatible lithophiles (Figure A1). Based on the small size of such inclusions
(<10 µm), neighboring phases can strongly distort the compositions obtained by SIMS. Therefore,
we additionally analyzed several phenocrysts of those minerals in olivine-diopside-phlogopite
lamproite using laser ablation ICP-MS (sample I55-6-12). The results, plotted on the PM-normalized
spider-diagram (Figure A1), show sufficient coincidence between SIMS and LA-ICP-MS data and
indicate that concentrations of incompatible lithophile elements within the inclusions are not supported
by clinopyroxene (almost barren in LILE and HFSE) and phlogopite phenocrysts. Moreover, trace
element spectra of the heated inclusions’ glasses vary in a significantly narrower range than those of
phlogopite and clinopyroxene and are similar to the spectra of whole-rock compositions. Hence, there
is enough data to suggest that the studied inclusions were entrapped as melt and then fully crystallized.
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