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Abstract: This paper proposes a method called autoencoder with probabilistic LightGBM (AED-LGB)
for detecting credit card frauds. This deep learning-based AED-LGB algorithm first extracts low-
dimensional feature data from high-dimensional bank credit card feature data using the characteristics
of an autoencoder which has a symmetrical network structure, enhancing the ability of feature
representation learning. The credit card fraud dataset comes from a real dataset anonymized by a
bank and is highly imbalanced, with normal data far greater than fraud data. For this situation, the
smote algorithm is used to resample the data before putting the extracted feature data into LightGBM,
making the amount of fraud data and non-fraud data equal. After comparing the resampled and
non-resampled data, it was found that the performance of the AED-LGB algorithm was not improved
after resampling, and it was concluded that the AED-LGB algorithm is more suitable for imbalanced
data. Finally, the AED-LGB algorithm is comparable with other commonly used machine learning
algorithms, such as KNN and LightGBM, and it has an overall improvement of 2% in terms of the
ACC index compared to LightGBM and KNN. When the threshold is set to 0.2, the MCC index of
AED-LGB is 4% higher than that of the second-highest LightGBM algorithm and 30% higher than
that of KNN. It shows that the AED-LGB algorithm has higher performance in accuracy, true positive
rate, true negative rate, and Matthew’s correlation coefficient.

Keywords: credit card fraud; AED-LGB algorithm; autoencoder; symmetrical network structure

1. Introduction

The development of the internet, information technology, and wireless devices has
dramatically changed people’s lives. Traditional banks are gradually transitioning from
bank counters and branch services to online electronic services. Electronic banking, with
its convenience and value-added services, has become the main driving force for banks
to maintain vitality and competitiveness. Credit cards, born with the development of
electronic banking, are widely used all over the world; in the USA alone, there are about
100 billion credit cards currently in use [1]. However, there are various fraudulent methods
surrounding electronic channels that cause user information disclosure and fund theft,
causing headaches for banks. Traditional fraud detection methods are often based on
business experience, expert experience, and the creation of blacklists, but they suffer from
single-dimensional coverage problems [2]. The traditional anti-fraud methods are single-
dimensional, making it difficult to form a multi-dimensional user portrait and to analyze
the customer’s behavior preferences, debt repayment ability, payment ability, and fraud
tendencies. There is also a high cost of human operation, low efficiency, and high applica-
tion costs. With the development of artificial intelligence and big data technology, banks are
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shifting away from traditional manual detection methods to algorithmic fraud detection.
As such, it is particularly important to design an algorithm for fraud anomaly detection.

The development of deep learning allows scientists to use deep learning methods to
extract complex nonlinear features [3], thereby promoting the development of machine
vision and speech recognition. Inspired by this, this paper proposes using an autoencoder
in deep learning to model and detect fraudulent activities in credit card transactions [4].
Unlike other bank detection algorithms, such as the traditional logical regression algorithm,
the AED-LGB algorithm combines machine learning and deep learning to achieve more
accurate and efficient predictions of fraudulent data, even in imbalanced data scenarios.
The overall structure of the AED-LGB algorithm consists of an autoencoder and an LGBM;
firstly, the autoencoder is used to train the data and extract feature data, then the feature
data is fed into the LGBM algorithm for classification prediction to determine if the credit
card transaction data is normal or abnormal. Unlike other methods that adopt a binary (0/1)
classification for the LGBM, the AED-LGB adopts LGBM with probabilistic classification,
which further improves its performance. Detailed information will be described in the
following chapters.

In this article, we aim to validate our algorithm by using a dataset of credit card
transactions from a European bank. The dataset includes 284,807 transactions over two
days, with 492 of them being fraudulent (accounting for 0.172% of all transactions). The
dataset only has numerical input variables, which are the result of a PCA transformation.
Due to confidentiality issues, the original features and background information about
the data cannot be provided. The features V1, V2, . . . V28 are the principal components
obtained from PCA, while the only features that have not been transformed by PCA are
‘Time’ and ‘Amount.’ ‘Time’ represents the number of seconds between each transaction
and the first transaction in the dataset, and ‘Amount’ is the transaction amount, which can
be used for example-dependent cost-sensitive learning. The ‘Class’ feature represents the
response variable, with a value of 1 indicating fraud and 0 otherwise.

The article has three main contributions. Firstly, the AED-LGB algorithm is introduced,
using the autoencoder to extract low-dimensional features from the high-dimensional credit
card feature data, improving feature representation learning ability. Secondly, the extracted
features are then fed into LightGBM, and due to the unbalanced data, the SMOTE algorithm
is used to resample the data so that the amount of fraudulent and non-fraudulent data
are the same. The results of the comparison between the resampled and non-resampled
data show that the AED-LGB algorithm is better suited for imbalanced data. Lastly, the
AED-LGB algorithm is compared with other common fraud detection algorithms, and the
results show that AED-LGB performs excellently in terms of accuracy, true positive rate,
true negative rate, and Matthew’s correlation coefficient. The overall contributions of my
work are as follows:

• The proposed AED-LGB model, which combines autoencoder and LightGBM, resolves
the issues concerning detecting credit card fraud.

• The proposed AED-LGB uses the LightGBM model with probabilistic classifications
to classify data. Fine-tuning the probability threshold θ value can provide AED-LGB
with a better classification result.

• The proposed model was evaluated using MCC, TPR, TNR, and ACC values. The
experimental results indicate superior performance to that of existing models, such as
KNN, LightGBM, and random forest.

The rest of the article is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the technical
research status of credit card fraud detection both domestically and abroad. Section 3
describes the overall network structure and algorithms used in our AED-LGB algorithm,
as well as the algorithm flow. Section 4 contains the experiments. Section 5 concludes
the research.



Symmetry 2023, 15, 870 3 of 16

2. Related Work

The rapid development of electronic payments has made credit card payments the
preferred choice for young people when shopping. Its advantage of pre-payment and
installment-based consumption solves the problem of young people not being able to
purchase the products they like due to a temporary shortage of funds. However, some
unscrupulous users attempt to misuse the normal behavior of credit card payments by
maliciously over-drafting other people’s cards. These people are often reticent to repay
their balance, which poses a great financial risk to banks and other financial institutions. To
address this issue, many researchers in the industry have tried using machine learning and
deep learning algorithms to detect credit card fraud.

There are many related algorithms in the field of anomaly detection [5,6], and there
are relevant research reports that highlight the challenges of credit card fraud detection,
including the problem of data imbalance, where the number of positive samples is much
larger than the number of negative samples, and the model is prone to overfitting during
training [7,8]. The last issue is the neglect of the specific relationship between the continuous
features of time-series data, which machine learning algorithms often focus on individual
features instead of whole sequences of transactions. To address these issues, researchers in
the industry have used corresponding techniques [9]. For example, to solve the imbalance
problem, some authors have used data resampling algorithms [10,11] to achieve ideal
results [12]. To address the neglect of continuous features, some researchers have used
deep learning technology and verified its effectiveness [13,14]. Currently, the algorithms
for credit card fraud detection in banks are mainly machine learning algorithms [15,16].
Machine learning algorithms are divided into supervised and unsupervised learning.
Supervised learning includes random forest, logistic regression [17,18], LightGBM, etc.;
the classic non-clustering algorithms of supervised learning are KNN [19]. These methods
have also achieved good results in some aspects. There are also some classic algorithms
for unsupervised learning, such as autoencoders [20] and clustering [21]. The k-nearest
neighbor (KNN) method was initially proposed by Cover and Hart in 1968 and is one
of the simplest machine learning algorithms. It belongs to the classification algorithm
in supervised learning. N. Malini et al. [19] conducted an analysis of credit card fraud
identification techniques based on KNN and outlier detection. They perform oversampling
and extract data and then use the KNN method to determine the abnormality of the target
instance. The KNN method is suitable for detecting frauds under the condition of limited
memory, and the anomaly detection mechanism helps to detect credit card frauds with
less memory and computational requirements. Especially, anomaly detection runs faster
and better on large datasets. Finally, by comparing with other known anomaly detection
methods, the experimental results show that the KNN method is accurate and effective.
Logistic regression is a machine learning technique for solving binary classification (0 or 1)
problems and is used to estimate the probability of something. At present, many banks
are also using logistic regression for the scorecard model, credit card fraud detection, and
other applications, and have achieved good results.

Random forest is a classifier that uses multiple trees to train and predict samples.
M.VamsiKrishna [22] proposed the use of random forest and logistic regression algorithms
for comparison experiments and found that random forest has achieved higher accuracy
than logistic regression in credit card detection comparison. However, when the data is
imbalanced, the models trained by KNN, LightGBM, and random forest algorithms have
relatively low MCC metrics on the test set.

Some researchers have proposed semi-supervised methods [23] based on autoencoders
for anomaly detection [24,25]. These methods involve training deep autoencoders on data
samples without anomalies and detecting anomalous events based on the reconstruction
errors of anomalous and normal samples. Autoencoders can be used to learn better
representations of samples, thus improving the effectiveness of classification [26]. In light
of the above, this paper proposes a combining autoencoder and LightGBM algorithm,
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and through the training of this model, our algorithm shows better performance on the
above datasets.

3. The Proposed Method

As just mentioned, the proposed AED-LGB method uses the autoencoder to extract
data features and applies the LightGBM with probabilistic classification to classify credit
card transactions as normal or fraudulent. In order to clearly describe the AED-LGB
method, the following first describes the concepts of autoencoder and LightGBM.

3.1. AutoEncoder

The autoencoder algorithm is a common unsupervised learning dimensionality re-
duction algorithm based on neural networks. The purpose of an autoencoder is to convert
high-dimensional data into low-dimensional data using neural networks, similar to princi-
pal component analysis (PCA), but overcoming the linear limitations of PCA. Autoencoders,
which have symmetrical network structures, consist of two main parts [27]: the encoder
and the decoder. The encoder compresses the original high-dimensional input data, while
the decoder reconstructs the original high-dimensional input data. The overall structure is
shown in the following Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Typical AutoEncoder Structure.

The left part is the encoder layer; the encoder architecture is comprised of a series of
layers with nodes, which then encode the input into the next layer. The middle part is the
latent view representation. The latent view represents the lowest level space in which the
inputs are reduced, and information is preserved. The right part is the decoder layer; the
decoding architecture is the mirror image of the encoding architecture, and the number of
nodes is equal to that of the input. The encoding process of the original data X from the
input layer to the hidden layer is the following Equation (1):

h = gθ1(x) = σ(w1x + b1) (1)

The decoding process of the original data X from the hidden layer to the output layer
is the following Equation (2):

x̂ = gθ2(h) = σ(w2h + b2) (2)

The difference between the input and the output is called the reconstruction error. The
autoencoder model is trained with the goal of minimizing reconstruction errors.



Symmetry 2023, 15, 870 5 of 16

3.2. LightGBM

LightGBM (Light Gradient Boosting Machine) is a framework that implements the
GBDT (Gradient Boosting Decision Tree) algorithm [28], which supports efficient parallel
training, faster training speed, lower memory consumption, better accuracy, and distributed
support for quickly processing massive data. It employs a leaf-wise algorithm with depth
limitations instead of the level-wise decision tree growth strategy used by most GBDT
tools. This strategy finds the leaf with the highest split gain from all current leaves and
then splits it, repeating this cycle. Therefore, compared with level-wise, the advantages of
leaf-wise are that it can reduce errors and gain better accuracy under the same number of
splits. However, its disadvantage is that it may grow deeper decision trees, resulting in
overfitting, as shown in the following Figure 2.
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To avoid over-fitting problems in LightGBM, a histogram-based algorithm and trees’
leaf-wise growth strategy with a maximum depth limit can be used to improve the training
speed and reduce memory consumption. The hyperparameters that can be tuned for this
include “num_leaves”, which is the number of leaves per tree, “max_depth”, which is
the maximum depth of the tree, and “learning_rate”, which is used to balance the weight
of the class [29]. We need to find a suitable range for this algorithm to obtain better
optimization results.

3.3. The AED-LGB Method

Figure 3 is the flowchart of the AED-LGB method. First, the data is pre-processed,
abnormal data is processed, data normalization is performed, and so on. Then, the cleaned
data is divided into a training set, a validation set, and a test set. The training set data
is input into the autoencoder framework for model training, and during training, the
weights and parameters are constantly adjusted through backpropagation to obtain an
autoencoder model. Then, the feature coding of dimensionality reduction data extracted by
the autoencoder model is put into the LightGBM network for training, and a certain output
probability is used to determine whether it is fraudulent or normal data. When training
the LightGBM model, we also need to determine the appropriate classification probability
threshold to obtain better performance. To verify the models’ effectiveness, the autoencoder
and LightGBM models, along with the threshold value that has been determined, can be
applied to each test data point. This will allow us to determine whether each test data point
is categorized as fraudulent or normal based on the trained models and threshold.

In the AED-LGB method, the LightGBM model with probabilistic classifications is used
to classify a datum as fraudulent with probability p and as normal with probability 1 − p,
where 0 ≤ p ≤ 1. Subsequently, AED-LGB outputs the final classification as fraudulent
if p is greater than a predetermined classification probability threshold θ. Therefore, fine-
tuning the probability threshold value θ can provide a customized classification result for
AED-LGB.
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The pseudocode of the proposed AED-LGB method is shown as Algorithm 1 below.

Algorithm 1: AED-LGB Algorithm

Input: Xtrain: trainging data; Xvalidation: validation data; Xtest: test data;
Output: the classification result for every test data, the result is 0 or 1, 0 represents normal and 1
represents fraudulent;

1: Train the autoencoder model AEMT with Xtrain
2: MT← AEMT(Xtrain)
3: Train the Lgbm model LGT with MT
4: MV← AEMT(Xvalidation)
5: for θ← 0 to 1 step 0.01
6: for each v in MV do
7: p← LGT(v)
8: if p > θ then
9: result[θ][v]← 1
10: else
11: result[θ][v]← 0
12: end if
13: end for
14: end for
15: Find the best θ in terms of metric
16: MC← AEMT(Xtest)
17: for each c in MC do
18: q← LGT(c)
19: If q > θ then
20: ouput[c]← 1
21: end if
22: end for
23: return ouput
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The pseudocode is summarized in the following steps:
Step 1: Train the autoencoder model AEMT with the training dataset, and gain a

training dataset featuring code set MT.
Step 2: Train the LightGBM model LGT with the training dataset feature code set MT

generated in Step 1.
Step 3: Apply the AEMT model to the validation dataset and extract the validation

dataset feature code set MV.
Step 4: For threshold θ = 0 to 1 steps (=0.01), at each step, perform the following

operation: input each code in MV into the LGT model, gain a probability value p. When p
is greater than the threshold value, the result is 1, which is fraudulent data; otherwise, it is
0, which is normal data.

Step 5: Use all the classification results in Step 4 to find the best threshold according to
the metric to produce the best classification performance.

Step 6: Apply the AEMT model to the test dataset and extract the test dataset feature
code set MC.

Step 7: Input each codeC in MC into the LGT model to obtain a probability value q, com-
pare q with the best threshold determined in Step 5, and finally, output the classification result.

4. Discussion and Experimental Results

In order to evaluate the effectiveness of our method, we conducted our validation on a
credit card transaction dataset. This dataset presents transactions that occurred in two days,
where we have 492 frauds out of 284,807 transactions. The dataset is highly unbalanced;
the positive class (frauds) accounts for only 0.172% of all transactions.

Before modeling the data, we pre-processed the data and removed abnormal points.
At the same time, due to the data imbalance, when predicting the model, it may not be
able to make the right prediction, and the final model will tend to predict the majority
dataset, and the minority will definitely be ignored. To solve this problem, we can use
undersampling and oversampling techniques. Undersampling will lose a large amount of
data, which will reduce the number of training data samples and affect the training effect of
the model. Oversampling technology duplicates the minority class samples multiple times,
enlarges the data scale, and increases the complexity of model training, but at the same time,
it very easily causes overfitting. Here we use a type of oversampling technology smote
algorithm [30]. The smote algorithm for each sample x in the minority class randomly
selected one sample y from its k-nearest neighbors and then randomly selected a point on
the x, y line as the new synthetic sample. This kind of new synthetic sample oversampling
method can reduce the risk of overfitting.

4.1. Data Pre-Processing

Before training a model, we need to perform data pre-processing, which is an essential
step. We need to clean the data, select the features that affect the model training, and
normalize the features.

Table 1 shows some of the features of the dataset used in this experiment. The features
of v0–v28 have been anonymized, and their feature values are the features after PCA. Here
we only show six features related to v. The class feature is the label feature; 1 represents a
fraudulent transaction, and 0 represents a normal transaction. The Amount feature is the
transaction amount. Since the mean and variance of the Amount feature are significantly
different from those of the anonymous features v1–v28, normalization can be performed
on the amount. The time feature is the time interval between all transactions and the first
transaction. Since no time-sequence-related analysis or modeling was performed in this
experiment, it is removed.

We performed data analysis on the class label histogram. As shown in Figure 4, the
data is imbalanced, and if the imbalanced data is directly used for training, it will often
lead to inaccurate predictions.



Symmetry 2023, 15, 870 8 of 16

Table 1. Some features of the dataset from a bank.

Time V1 V2 V3 V4 V5 V28 Amount Class

0 −1.359807134 −0.072781173 2.536346738 1.378155224 −0.33832077 −0.021053053 149.62 0
406 −2.312226542 1.951992011 −1.609850732 3.997905588 −0.522187865 −0.143275875 0 1
472 −3.043540624 −3.157307121 1.08846278 2.288643618 1.35980513 0.035764225 529 1
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The number of sample data for 0 is much larger than that for 1. To balance the
two sampled data, we introduce the smote over-sampling algorithm, which increases the
amount of sampled data for class 1, as shown in Figure 5.
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After oversampling, the number of class 1 and class 0 is obviously the same. Here,
we keep the data set before and after data enhancement to prove whether the AED-LGB
algorithm can also have a strong performance without data enhancement.

4.2. Experiment and Performance Evaluation of the AED-LGB Algorithm

The following is the part of designing and verifying the idea of the AED-LGB algorithm
we proposed. We will describe how to design the AED-LGB algorithm in detail and draw
conclusions through comparative experiments.

After data pre-processing, We use stratified sampling to divide the dataset into training,
validation, and test sets in a 6:2:2 ratio. Then we conduct experiments according to the
algorithm flow mentioned above.

In our experiment, for the network architecture design of the autoencoder model, a
total of seven layers of the neural network were designed. As shown in Figure 6, we need
to pay attention to the relevant dense information in the figure. The output of the previous
layer’s neural network is connected to the input of the next layer’s neural network, and the
number of neurons in both the input and output are the same. For example, in the figure,
the first dense input is 30, and the output is 256, while the input of the next layer is 256,
and the output is 128.
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The activation function uses the new deep learning activation function Mish, which is
based on Diganta Misra’s paper “Mish: A Self Regularized Non-Monotonic Neural Activa-
tion Function”. Mish is superior to ReLU at high-significance levels (p < 0.0001) [31]. The
autoencoder model uses adam as the optimizer. To prevent overfitting, L2 regularization is
applied to every layer of the encoder and decoder. At the training stage, early stopping
is adopted to prevent overfitting, using validation loss as the monitor. The loss function
adopts MSE. The LGB model (LightGBM) sets the maximum depth to four, the learning
rate to 0.05, and the number of leaf nodes to seven. It generates probabilistic classification
and classifies the test data as fraudulent with probability p, 0 ≤ p ≤ 1. From the above text,
we used the smote algorithm to perform data resampling. The performance evaluation of
the AED-LGB algorithm is divided into two experiments. We will conduct the experiment
on the data before and after sampling and then examine the performance index evaluation
comparison. First, we experiment with the data before sampling. We train the model;
Figure 7 is the comparison of the test and training losses in the training process.
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It can be seen that the training set and test set are close to each other and nearly
coincide after 20 rounds of training, which is a good fit.

LightGBM uses probability classification techniques to check whether test data is
classified as fraudulent or not. If p is greater than a pre-set classification threshold θ, it
is assumed that the test data is fraudulent. Of course, different threshold values will
lead to different classification performances. To find the best threshold to meet different
requirements, the threshold needs to be fine-tuned and shifted, and the best threshold
under the specific metrics needs to be found. To evaluate the model performance, metrics
such as MCC, ACC, TPR, and TNR are employed. The corresponding formulas for the
metrics are as follows.

TNR =
TN

TN + FP
(3)

FPR =
FP

TN + FP
(4)
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TNR =
TN

TN + FP
(5)

TPR =
TP

TP + FN
(6)

ACC =
TP + TN

TP + TN + FP + FN
(7)

MCC =
TP× TN − FP× FN√

(TP + FP)× (TP + FN)× (TN + FP)× (TN + FN)
(8)

Confusion matrixes are often employed as important indicators in the field of machine
learning to evaluate the performance of a model. In Formulas (3)–(6), TP stands for true
positive, where the real label is positive, and the model also predicts it as positive, i.e., a
true positive. FN: false negative, where the real label is positive, but the model predicts it
as negative, i.e., a false negative. FP: false [ositive, where the real label is negative, but the
model predicts it as positive, i.e., a false positive. TN: true negative, where the real label is
negative, and the model also predicts it as negative, i.e., a true negative. TPR (True Positive
Rate), also known as recall (Recall), recall rate, hit rate, or sensitivity (Sensitivity). Recall
is for the original positive sample, which can be understood as the number of positive
samples that are correctly predicted. TNR (True Negative Rate), also known as specificity
(Specificity). Specificity is for the original negative sample, which can be understood as
how many negative samples are correctly predicted. FPR (False Positive Rate) can be used
as the abscissa of the ROC curve. Formula (8) MCC (Matthew’s correlation coefficient),
which takes into account the four basic evaluation indicators in the confusion matrix. The
MCC describes the correlation between the actual sample and the predicted sample, with
a value range of [−1, 1]. When the value is 1, it means that the model predicts perfectly;
when the value is 0, it means that the prediction result is worse than the random prediction;
when the value is −1, it means that the prediction result is extremely poor and almost
perfectly avoids the correct answer. In a sense, MCC is comprehensive, and it can be said
to be the best metric for binary classification problems [32]. In particular, the two most
important metrics are TPR and MCC. The use of TPR as a fraud detection is because the
higher the TPR, the more fraud data can be detected, which is the main purpose of fraud
detection. However, when evaluating the average performance of the model, MCC will be
taken into account, as it takes into account all parameters such as TP, TN, FP, and FN.

101 different threshold values are applied to the AED-LGB classifier. By traversing
the threshold values from 0, 0.01. . . 1, we get different ACC, MCC, and other indicators.
As is shown in Figures 8–11, ACC values are all as high as above 0.9995, except for 0.0017
when the threshold is 0. The TNR indicator value is 0.999, except for 0 when the threshold
is 0. Because the data is unbalanced, the TNR and ACC indicator values are higher, so the
MCC indicator is the most important indicator for our experiment. As can be seen from
the figure, when the threshold is from 0.2 to 0.8, the overall MCC value is greater than 0.8.
From the figure, when the threshold is about 0.3, the MCC value is 0.8478, which is the
maximum. However, there is a risk issue if only considering the MCC value. In the credit
card anti-fraud problem, another important indicator, TPR, is also meaningful, which is
the original positive sample and can be understood as how many positive samples are
correctly predicted. Because the higher the TPR value, the more fraudulent data can be
detected. When determining the threshold, we can consider the MCC and TPR values at
the same time. Combining the MCC curve and TPR curve, it can be seen that threshold 0.2
is more appropriate, both of which values are greater than 0.8. At the same time, we can
also consider the threshold value of 0.05 when the MCC value is greater than 0.5 and the
TPR is almost 0.9.
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In the second stage of the experiment, we will use the smote algorithm to resample the
data to balance it and then repeat the first stage experiment to compare the indicator values
with those of the data set without resampling. If it is found that the indicator values of
smote algorithm are not improved, it indicates that the AED-LGB algorithm is more suitable
for processing unbalanced data sets. Through 100 experiments, after taking the average
values of the four indicators, the comparative Table 2 below is obtained by comparing the
experimental data after data resampling and before resampling.

Table 2. Performance of AED-LGB with and without data resampling.

Models ACC TPR TNR MCC

AED-LGB
(threshold = 0.2) 0.9993 0.8039 0.9997 0.8506

AED-LGB (threshold = 0.05) 0.9987 0.8929 0.993 0.773
AED-LGB-SMOTE (threshold = 0.70) 0.9970 0.8275 0.9973 0.5574

The AED-LGB-SMOTE algorithm achieves the highest MCC value when the threshold
is set to 0.70. It is obvious that the MCC value is lower than that of AED-LGB, and the
other indicators ACC and TPR have not been significantly improved. Through the above
comparison experiment, it can be concluded that the AED-LGB algorithm is more suitable
for the processing of unbalanced datasets.

In addition to the experiments on the AED-LGB algorithm itself in the previous
section, in order to further verify the better performance of the AED-LGB algorithm, we
can also compare the AED-LGB algorithm with other methods. Here, the commonly used
LightGBM, KNN, and random forest algorithms are selected for comparison experiments,
and the dataset is still used before the sampling; ACC, TPR, TNR, and MCC are used as
performance indicators. The comparison results are shown in the following Table 3.

Table 3. Performance comparisons of AED-LGB and related methods.

Models ACC TPR TNR MCC

AED-LGB
(threshold = 0.2) 0.9993 0.8039 0.9997 0.8506

AED-LGB (threshold = 0.05) 0.9987 0.8929 0.9932 0.773
KNN 0.9691 0.8835 0.9711 0.5903
LightGBM 0.9696 0.8529 0.9995 0.8100
Random Forest 0.9583 0.8025 0.9989 0.6902

From the table, it can be seen that the overall performance of AED-LGB is bet-
ter than other methods, among which the MCC, ACC, and TNR values of AED-LGB
(threshold = 0.2) are the highest, but its TPR value is lower than KNN and LightGBM
algorithms. The highest TPR value of AED-LGB (threshold = 0.05) is 0.8929, but its MCC
value is lower than AED -LGB (threshold = 0.2). If the TPR value is taken as the most
important indicator of credit card fraud, AED-LGB (threshold = 0.05) is the best choice, and
its MCC value is also 0.773, which is higher than 0.5, and moreover, is higher than KNN,
LightGBM, and random forest models.

4.3. Discussion and Application

From the above experiments, we concluded that the AED-LGB algorithm is more
suitable for dealing with imbalanced datasets and shows better performance than tradi-
tional machine learning algorithms, such as KNN, LightGBM, and random forest. For
example, the AED-LGB algorithm has an overall improvement of 2% in terms of the ACC
index compared to LightGBM and KNN. When the threshold is set to 0.2, the MCC index
of AED-LGB is 4% higher than that of the second-highest LightGBM algorithm and 30%
higher than that of KNN.
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Through comparison with the indicators of the LightGBM model, we found that
adding the autoencoder improved the learning ability of features.

However, there is a problem of high model training complexity when training the
AED-LGB algorithm, and there is still room for improvement in the values of MCC and TPR.
We need to try to improve the AED-LGB performance by fine-tuning the hyperparameters
of the autoencoder and LightGBM models. The AED-LGB algorithm has already been
applied to credit card fraud detection in a certain bank and will be tried in more risk control
scenarios in the future.

5. Conclusions

In this paper, an AED-LGB algorithm was proposed to solve the problem of bank credit
card fraud. This algorithm first extracts feature data through an autoencoder and then puts
the features into the LightGBM algorithm for classification and prediction. In the training
process of the algorithm model, we obtained the optimal threshold value by traversing
different threshold values and comparing the indicator parameters. Finally, the model
marks the data with a value greater than the threshold as fraudulent data. We used a bank’s
anonymized dataset as a performance evaluation of the AED-LGB algorithm. However,
this dataset is unbalanced, and normal data with class 0 far exceeds fraudulent data with
class 1. The data was enhanced by oversampling the dataset with the smote algorithm.
The experimental results showed that the overall performance of the AED-LGB-SMOTE
algorithm did not improve compared to the AED-LGB algorithm, which indicates that the
AED-LGB algorithm is more suitable for dealing with this unbalanced data in the bank’s
fraud business. Subsequently, the AED-LGB algorithm without data enhancement was
compared with KNN, Random Forest, and LightGBM algorithms. When the threshold is
0.2, the MCC, TNR, and ACC values of the AED-LGB algorithm are the highest, and when
the threshold is 0.05, the TPR value is the highest. To detect more fraudulent data, use the
threshold of 0.05. In the future, we will apply the AED-LGB algorithm to other risk control
datasets of banks to verify the generalizability of the algorithm and, at the same time, make
improvements and optimize the AED-LGB algorithm to obtain better performance.
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