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Abstract: This paper presents a large eddy simulation of a centrifugal pump impeller during a
transient condition. The flow rate is sinusoidal and oscillates between 0.25Q; (Q, indicates design
load) and 0.75Q; when the rotating speed is maintained. Research shows that in one period, the inlet
flow rate will twice reach 0.5Q;, and among the impeller of one moment is a stall state, but the other
is a non-stall state. In the process of flow development, the evolution of low-frequency pressure
fluctuation shows an obviously sinusoidal form, whose frequency is insensitive to the monitoring
position and equals to that of the flow rate. However, inside the impeller, the phase and amplitude in
the stall passages lag behind more and are stronger than that in the non-stall passages. Meanwhile,
the strongest region of the high-frequency pressure fluctuation appears in the stall passages at the
transient rising stage. The second dominant frequency in stall passages is 2.5 times to that in non-stall
passages. In addition, similar to the pressure fluctuation, the evolution of the low-frequency head
shows a sinusoidal form, whose phase is lagging behind that by one-third of a period in the inlet
flow rate.

Keywords: centrifugal pump impeller; large eddy simulation; pressure fluctuation; quasi-steady

condition; transient condition

1. Introduction

The centrifugal pump impeller is one of the key parts of a centrifugal pump, which is
widely used in petrochemical, hydraulic engineering, and the coal chemical and aerospace
industries. The biggest characteristic of a centrifugal pump during normal operation is that
the flow rate and rotating speed do not change with time. This operating condition is called
a quasi-steady condition. At present, the main achievements of centrifugal pump research
are mainly concentrated in this field. With the deepening of research, some transient
operations (such as start-up, shutdown, quick adjustment of the valve) can lead to transient
load, where the impeller internal flow is more complex. In this case, the inlet flow rate
of the centrifugal pump or the impeller rotary speed will change with time. The flow
caused by these operations is called transient flow. The stall phenomenon of a centrifugal
pump may appear under the condition of a quasi-steady low flow rate, which will not only
increase the complexity of internal flow, but also will cause irregular changes of pressure
and velocity field, and even causes strong pressure fluctuation. These phenomena will be
further intensified during the transient condition. The quasi-steady study of centrifugal
pumps has difficultly in explaining these transient flow phenomena. Therefore, the research
on the transient flow of centrifugal pumps is of great significance for understanding the
transient operation phenomena of centrifugal pumps.

Through experimental measurements and numerical simulations, there have been
many studies focusing on the pressure fluctuation with the stall [1-4] in the centrifugal
pump impeller. The stall is a common flow phenomenon in centrifugal pump impellers.
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Among them, the alternative stall has significant symmetry, while the rotating stall does
not. In addition, most previous studies have been considered under a quasi-steady con-
dition, which means that no operating process changes with the time. For example,
Pedersen et al. [5] and Byskov et al. [6] studied the flow characteristics in a centrifugal
pump impeller at design and off-design conditions. They found that significant differences
are revealed between the two adjacent impeller passages at quarter load. One passage
is dominated by rotational effects causing high velocities along the blade pressure side.
The other passage exhibits a highly separated flow field in the entry section and a signifi-
cant stall is observed. Zhao et al. [7] analyzed the mechanism of pressure fluctuation and
stall propagation caused by rotating stalls and found that flow separation occurred near the
leading edge of the pressure surface and transformed into vortices along the channel. Jia [8]
studied the transient fluid excitation force caused by the unsteady flow in a centrifugal
pump and obtained that the internal flow loss and low-frequency vibration energy of the
impeller varies with the flow conditions, showing similar changes. Ni [9] found that the
coupling between the rotor—stator interaction and the collision of the fluid discharged from
the diffuser with the circulating flow to the casing bottom is the main cause of the strong
pressure pulsation. Zheng et al. [10] found that the dominant frequency amplitude of the
pressure fluctuation at the impeller inlet increased with the flow rate increase, whereas an
inverse trend was observed at the wear ring clearance region. Gao et al. [11] found that
a reasonable blade trailing edge of a centrifugal pump impeller can effectively reduce
pressure pulsation. Wang et al. [12] found that the pressure pulsation of a centrifugal pump
impeller is greatly affected by the flow rate and speed, and the pressure pulsation at partial
speed is greater than that at higher speed. Huang [13] studied the pressure fluctuation
characteristics in the water pump mode and obtained that the amplitude of the rotor—stator
interaction frequency is continuously attenuated from the bladeless area to the exit of the
tie rod blades, and the amplitude attenuation of each frequency is mainly concentrated in
the guide vane area.

Although many studies have been carried out for centrifugal pump impellers and
have provided a good understanding of the pressure fluctuation characteristics during a
quasi-steady condition, these conclusions are difficult to be directly extended to a transient
condition. Compared with the quasi-steady condition, the reports of transient flow char-
acteristics in the centrifugal pump are relatively few, and are concentrated at the pump
start-up process [14-20] or shutdown process [21-24]. For example, Zhang et al. [14] found
that the flow characteristics at the pump start-up process cannot be accurately represented
by the results during the quasi-steady condition. Li [15,16] and Liu [21] investigated
the influence of the pump start-up and shutdown process on the external characteristics.
Tanaka and Tsukamoto [22] studied the evolution of pressure and velocity at the shutdown
process. They found that the pressure fluctuation was caused by the separation of the
water column. Tanaka and Tsukamoto [25] explained that the transient flow would lead to
pressure fluctuation, which was related to cavitation or column separation. In addition,
the rotating speed of the centrifugal pump is transient. Tsukamoto and Ohashi [26,27]
found that the shock pressure difference caused the initial stage of the centrifugal pump
start-up, and the phenomenon can be explained by the total pressure coefficient being
greater than that for the quasi-steady condition.

The research on the pressure fluctuation of the centrifugal pump impeller under
a transient condition is still few, especially when the flow rate includes both transient
rising and transient dropping stages within one working condition. However, such a
working condition is a common industrial problem due to the inlet of a centrifugal pump
impeller being blocked temporarily or the valve being adjusted quickly. In order to explain
the pressure fluctuation process under such a working condition, accurate data of the
centrifugal pump impeller are required. Compared with the data obtained by experimental
measurements [28] and Reynolds-averaged Navier—Stokes (RANS) [29-32], large eddy
simulation (LES) can solve the model with more accurate data of internal flow and has
been applied to the centrifugal pump impeller [33-35].
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In the present study, a LES of a centrifugal pump impeller, whose flow rate is period-
ically varied, is performed to investigate the evolution of pressure fluctuation during a
transient condition. The flow rate change of the centrifugal pump impeller in one period is
symmetrical. For comparison, three LES for the quasi-steady condition are also carried out
to study the influence of transient flow on the pressure fluctuation. The paper structure is
as follows. The model descriptions and numerical considerations are given in Sections 2
and 3, respectively. Simulation verification is given in Section 4. Section 5 presents LES
results and discussions. Finally, we summarize our findings in Section 6.

2. Model Descriptions
2.1. Geometric Model

The geometric model of the centrifugal pump impeller is a single stage in the low spe-
cific speed multi-stage centrifugal pump commonly used in industry, as shown in Figure 1.
The impeller has six vertical blades. The impeller parameters are as follows: the head
H =175 m, rotating speed n = 725 rev/min, and flow rate at design load Q; =3.06 L/s.
The outer radius of the impeller is 95 mm, and the inlet height and outlet height are 13.8
and 5.8 mm, respectively. Several other parameters of the centrifugal pump impeller are
listed in Table 1.

Out pipe

Blade

Impeller

Inlet pipe

Figure 1. Three dimensional model of the centrifugal pump impeller.

Table 1. Geometric parameters of centrifugal pump impeller.

Geometry Symbol Size
Number of blades Z 6
Inlet radius Rq 35.5 mm
Outlet radius R, 95 mm
Inlet height I 13.8 mm
Outlet height hy 5.8 mm
Blade thickness d 3mm
Blade curvature radius Ry 70 mm
Inlet blade angle M 19.7°
Outlet blade angle A2 18.4°

It should be justified to set the flow rate as a sinusoidal function which oscillates
between 0.25Q,; and 0.75Q, when the rotating speed is maintained, as shown in Figure 2,
which can be expressed as follows:

Q = 05Q +025Q, sin( -2t (1)



Symmetry 2021, 13, 311

40f17

where 0.5Q,; and 0.25Q);; are the equilibrium and amplitude flow rates, respectively; n/6 is
the frequency. The initial phase of the function is zero. Five instantaneous points, includ-
ing two maximum (1 and 5), one minimum (3), and two equilibrium (2 and 4) flow rates,
are selected to investigate the behavior of pressure fluctuation. At this time, the evolution
of flow rate includes a dropping stage (instantaneous points from 1 to 3) and a rising stage
(instantaneous points from 3 to 5). For comparison, three flow rates (0.25Q;, 0.5Q;, 0.75Q,)
during the quasi-steady conditions are also performed.
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Figure 2. Centrifugal pump impeller inlet flow rate.

2.2. Mesh Generation

The centrifugal pump impeller is divided into three computational domains: inlet pipe,
impeller, and outlet pipe. ICEM is used to divide the three computational domains into
structural grids. In order to accurately simulate the complex flow in the impeller, the near-
wall area with a large pressure gradient and velocity gradient is encrypted. The grid used
for calculation is shown in Figure 3. The height of the first layer of the blade wall is about
0.01 mm, and it grows to the center area at a growth rate of 1.2. The total grid number of
the centrifugal pump impeller is 11 million, of which the impeller domain is 7.67 million,
the single flow passage is 1.26 million, the inlet pipe is 2.55 million, and the outlet pipe is
0.78 million.

(a)

Figure 3. Grids of centrifugal pump impeller: (a) view of centrifugal pump impeller, (b) blade front
view, (c) blade middle view.
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In this paper, the change of the external characteristics of the centrifugal pump with
the number of grids at 0.25Q,; was studied. As shown in Figure 4, with the increase
of the number of grids, the head of the centrifugal pump impeller gradually increases.
After 10 million grids, the head of the centrifugal pump impeller becomes stable. Com-
pared with 14 million grids, the relative error of the head calculated with 12 million grids
was less than 0.1%. Considering the efficiency of the calculation process and the minimum
requirements of the LES computing grid, the 12 million grids number model was finally
selected for follow-up research.
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Figure 4. Grid refinement research.

3. Numerical Considerations

The simulation was carried out by ANSYS CFX 16.0. The finite volume method and the
LES were used to calculate the single-phase flow of the centrifugal pump impeller. The basic
principle of LES is to separate the large vortex from the small vortex by introducing a filter
length. Additionally, the influence of the unresolved (or sub-grid) scale is taken into account
through an appropriate sub-grid scale (SGS) model. The paper chooses the dynamic SGS
(sub-grid scale) LES model to calculate the internal flow in the pump, which has high
precision for predicting the rotating stall phenomenon.

The advection scheme for the overall solution accuracy was set to high resolution,
and the solution accuracy for the non-stationary part used the second order backward Euler
transient scheme. The interface of the impeller adopts the transient rotor-stator method.
The velocity was provided at the suction inlet of the computational domain. The pressure
was used as the boundary condition of the impeller’s outlet, and the outlet pressure was
0 pa. All walls had specified boundary conditions of no-slip and no penetration velocity.
The schematic diagram of the boundary conditions is shown in Figure 5. The numerical
solution settings are shown in Table 2.

Figure 5. Calculation domain and boundary conditions of centrifugal pump impeller.
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Table 2. Boundary conditions and numerical setup of the simulations.

Boundary Conditions
Inflow Inlet-velocity
Outflow Outlet-pressure
Wall No-slip and smooth wall
Numerical Setup
Absolute criteria of residual 10
Number of time steps 8640
Time step 0.00023(s)
Max iterations/Time step 10
Turbulence intensity (inlet) 5%
Turbulence viscosity rate (inlet) 10%

The time step, At = 0.00023 s, was equivalent to the time it takes for the impeller to
rotate one degree. The sampling frequency was 4.35 kHz, which can meet the accuracy
requirements of subsequent data processing. At the same time, considering the influence
of the matching degree between the grid size and the time step on the accuracy of the
calculation results, the different treatment was adopted when the Courant number was
too large in the calculation process. The maximum number of iterations per time-step was
set to 10. The flow fields during the transient condition, whose flow rate was periodically
changed, have developed for 8640 time-steps, which is equivalent to 24 revolutions of
the impeller.

LES of the centrifugal pump impeller during a quasi-steady condition was also per-
formed, whose method was consistent with that for a transient condition. Figure 6 shows
the distributions of y+ at quasi-steady conditions. It is shown that the value of y+ is
less than 9.0 at the overall impeller and 1.0 near the blade. Thus, the grid can meet the
requirements of LES.

Figure 6. y+ distribution on the centrifugal pump impeller during a quasi-steady condition. 0.25Qy (left); 0.50Q; (middle);
0.75Q, (right).

4. Simulation Verification

Due to several experimental measurements and numerical simulations having been
reported during the quasi-steady condition, the data verifications are based on these condi-
tions.

The head obtained by the LES is in good agreement with the experimental data
performed by Pedersen et al. [5]. Although the former averaged head is larger than that
for the latter, the relative errors of the two methods are less than 5%, as shown in Figure 7.
Compared with 0.25 Q; and 0.5 Q; conditions, the head of the impeller under a 0.75 Q;
condition is quite different from the fitted head curve. There are two reasons for this
phenomenon. First, Pedersen [5] only conducted experiments on this centrifugal pump
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impeller under 0.25 Q4 and 1.0 Q; conditions. The head curve in Figure 7 is the result
depicted by Pedersen [5], which is not absolutely accurate. Second, according to the
previous numerical calculation results, this impeller has a hump near the 0.7 Q; condition,
so the head of the impeller will be raised in the 0.75 Q; condition. The distributions of the
relative velocity for both the two methods are similar, and present obviously “two-channel”
(one of the two adjacent channels is in a stall state and the other is in a non-stall state)
phenomenon under a quarter load, as shown in Figure 8left,right. The relationship between
stall passage and non-stall passage is central symmetry about the impeller rotating shaft.

28

26 -

24 -

H(m)
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Figure 7. Performance curve [5] of the centrifugal pump impeller under different quasi-steady
conditions with low flow.
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Figure 8. Relative velocity vectors during a quasi-steady condition at 0.25 Q,; in the impeller mid-height, z/b, = 0.5, given at

radial position of 7/R; = {0.5,0.65,0.75,0.9}. Compared using large eddy simulation (LES) (left) and measured using laser

doppler velocimetry (LDV) (right) [5].

Pedersen [5,36] measured the mean radial velocity between blade-to-blade at 0.25 Q,
by LDV (laser doppler velocimetry) and PIV (particle image velocimetry) experiments.
As shown in Figure 9, at r /Ry = 0.5, in the passages A, the experiment results show that the
value of mean radial velocity from the pressure surface to the suction surface gradually
increases. Compared with the experiment, while the LES results of this paper are similar to
the experimental results, the amplitude of the pressure surface is higher. This remarkable
difference is mainly attributed to the influence of pre-rotation. This problem is explained
in detail in Byskov’s research results [5]. In passages B, the stall phenomenon is obvious in
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the experimental velocity curve, which shows that mean radial velocity changes sharply in
the passage span at r/R; = 0.5. The mean radial velocity indicates the reverse flow along
the suction side, and the position and size of LES and PIV peaks are similar. Because the

peak value of mean radial velocity predicted by LES deviates slightly to the suction side,
there is a small reverse vortex on the pressure side.

0.24 0.2 r . . .
— +— r/R2=0.50 Passage A Passage B
0.20
0.15¢ Byskov's LES
0.16 | Passage A Passage B Yy —
0.12
'l
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Figure 9. Blade-to-blade distributions of the mean radial velocity <C,>/U, measured with an experiment (right) [36] and
LES simulation (left) at 0.25 Q. /Ry = 0.50 (up); /Ry = 0.98 (down).

The mean radial velocity distribution with r/R; = 0.98 is shown in Figure 9. The LES
simulation results are consistent with the experimental results. In passages A, LES results
show that the radial velocity amplitude of the impeller suction surface is smaller than that
observed by Pedersen’s experiment [36]. This may be due to the stronger jet structure on
the pressure surface in LES, which limits the exit velocity of the suction surface. Meanwhile,
due to the leakage in the experiment, the jet flow of the impeller is reduced. In passages B,
the experimental results are consistent with those of LES in this paper, but LES captures
stronger impeller outlet reflow. By comparing the results of the experiment and the LES,
it can be found that the LES can effectively capture the internal flow of the impeller,
but there are differences in the details.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the present simulation method is feasible, and the
results are reliable.
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5. Results and Discussion
5.1. Pressure Distribution

The internal pressure of the centrifugal pump impeller was analyzed. The pressure
coefficient (Cy) is defined as [37]

- B-P -
0.5-p0-U;

Figure 10 shows the distributions of the pressure coefficient during a transient condi-
tion in the impeller mid-height plane (z/b; = 0.5). It is indicated that, at all instantaneous
flow rates, the pressure coefficient increases gradually with the axial position increase,
and there are several low pressure regions at the impeller inlet. However, the difference of
the low-pressure regions is significant at different instantaneous flow rates. A low-pressure
region is observed at the suction front edge at instantaneous 0.75Q;, whose phenomena
are similar in the six passages. The “two-channel” pattern characteristics appear in the
low-pressure region at instantaneous 0.25Q;. It means that the pressure of one passage
is obviously lower than that of another passage, which is one of the stall characteristics.
Unlike instantaneous 0.75Q,; and 0.25Q);, the other instantaneous flow rate includes rising
and dropping stages, and those low-pressure characteristics are different. For example,
considering the instantaneous 0.5Qy, the low-pressure region in rising and dropping stages
is similar to that at 0.25Q,; and 0.75Q)}, respectively.

T T
0, 0, 0, 0, 0 9, 9, ¢9
Co:

0_
0_
o

D B D 7&? o) 00 0) 75 é‘o Oy B o S
QIQd - / \ / - \ / —\\
0.75Qd- 1 . 5 | % J0.75Q
i ( U ‘\ A b ’ } ( ‘-Al’ ¢

" g
\

0.50Qd- 4 (

i 3
6.5 ‘ 0.25Qq

transient condition quasi-steady condition

Figure 10. Distributions of the pressure coefficient under a transient condition at the impeller
mid-height, z/b, = 0.5.

Figure 11 shows the distributions of relative velocity during a transient condition in
the impeller mid-height plane (z/b; = 0.5). The results show that the maximum value of the
relative velocity is mainly concentrated in the impeller inlet and outlet regions. The area
of those regions decreases with the instantaneous flow rate decreases. Although the
value of the relative velocity is opposite of that for static pressure, similar channel pattern
characteristics can be obtained in the region of the impeller inlet. Moreover, these channel
pattern characteristics will be developed and evolved in the impeller passage. According to
the above analysis, it can be concluded that non-stall is observed on instantaneous 0.75Q,
whereas the stall will appear at instantaneous 0.5Q; and 0.25Q).
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Figure 11. Distributions of relative velocity in the impeller mid-height, z/b, = 0.5.

In order to investigate the influence of transient flow rate on the internal flow on
the impeller mid-height plane (z/b; = 0.5), the distributions of pressure and relative ve-
locity during a quasi-steady condition, including three constant flow rates (0.75Qy, 0.5Q;,
and 0.25Q);), are also shown in Figures 10 and 11, respectively. Note that non-stall is
observed on 0.75Q;, whereas the stall will appear at 0.5Q; and 0.25Q;. It is indicated that
the stall characteristics are not varied by a periodic transient condition under the three flow
rates. However, there are still several differences between the transient and quasi-steady
conditions, especially at 0.5Q,. For example, due to the internal flow field being expanded
during a transient condition at the dropping stage, the two-channel phenomenon is weaker
than that for the quasi-steady condition. An opposite effect is at the rising stage. Therefore,
the transient flow has a significant effect on the internal flow in the centrifugal pump
impeller, even the stall.

5.2. Pressure Fluctuation in the Impeller Mid-Height

Figure 12left shows the pressure fluctuation in the impeller mid-height at the passage
inlet during a transient condition. Note that the information of pressure fluctuation
is abundant, including its low-frequency component. The evolution of low-frequency
pressure fluctuation shows obvious periodicity, whose frequency is the same as that for
the flow rate. Several differences are observed between the stall passage (B) and non-stall
passage (A). Firstly, compared with Passage A, the phase of Passage B is one-tenth of a
period behind. Secondly, the maximum and minimum values of pressure of Passage A are
approximated as —21,000 Pa and —25,000 Pa, whereas the maximum and minimum values
of pressure for Passage B are approximately —22,000 Pa and —29,000 Pa, respectively. It is
indicated that the amplitude of the pressure fluctuation for Passage B is twice as large as
Passage A.

The development of the low-frequency pressure fluctuation is accompanied by the
high-frequency component. The amplitude of high-frequency components at the transient
rising stage is much larger than that at the transient dropping stage, which indicates that the
internal flow is more unstable at this stage. Moreover, the high-frequency signal in Passage
B is more complicated than that in Passage A, especially at the transient rising stage.
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Figure 12. Distributions of pressure fluctuation at the impeller inlet in the impeller mid-height, z/b, = 0.5: (left) transient

condition; (right) quasi-steady condition at two-quarter load.

In order to investigate the influence of transient flow rate on the pressure fluctuation,
the results of the quasi-steady condition at 0.5Q,; are shown in Figure 12right. It is shown
that, similar to the transient condition under a corresponding instantaneous flow rate,
the high-frequency pressure fluctuation at Passage B is larger than that at Passage A.
However, there are no obvious periodic characteristics during the quasi-steady condition,
especially in the low-frequency pressure fluctuation.

Figure 13 shows the evolution of static pressure fluctuation on the blade surface,
including suction and pressure surfaces, at the impeller mid-height during the transient
condition. Note that, with the development of impeller passages, the average pressure in-
creases, which is consistent with the distribution of the static pressure coefficient, as shown
in Figure 10. Each evolution of pressure fluctuation with time, including its low and
high-frequency components, is similar to that at the impeller inlet. The period amplitude
of low-frequency pressure fluctuation decreases with the development of the impeller
passage. Moreover, the period amplitude of low-pressure fluctuation on the suction surface
is weaker than that on the pressure surface. For the high-frequency pressure fluctuation,
with the development of impeller passages, the amplitude on the suction surface decreases,
whereas the amplitude on the pressure surface first decreases and then increases to its
maximum value. In addition, regardless of the suction and pressure surfaces, the pressure
fluctuation in Passage B is stronger than that in Passage A.

The difference of pressure fluctuation characteristics has an important relationship
with the velocity field, especially in the vortex structures. The stall vortex structure will
strengthen the pressure fluctuation. For example, Figure 11 shows that, compared with
the pressure surface, the stall vortex is closer to the suction surface, so that the pressure
fluctuation on the suction surface is stronger than that on the pressure surface.

In order to further investigate the characteristics of pressure fluctuation in the impeller
mid-height, the frequency spectra, performed by the fast Fourier transform (FFT), is shown
in Figure 14left. It is shown that the first dominant frequency of both stall and non-
stall passages are approximately 2.00 Hz, which is the same as the frequency of the
flow rate. The second dominant frequency of stall and non-stall passages are 0.084fppr
(blade passing frequency) and 0.070fgpr, respectively. However, the amplitude of the
frequency of pressure fluctuations for stall passages is significantly larger than that for
non-stall passages. For example, the relationship between the amplitude of the second
dominant frequency of stall and non-stall passages is 2.5 times. However, there is no
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frequency with an amplitude greater than 140 during the quasi-steady condition at 0.5Q;,
as shown in Figure 14right. In addition, the amplitude of the first dominant frequency
during the transient condition is obviously greater than that during the quasi-steady
condition. Moreover, the second dominant frequency and its higher frequencies will be
enlarged because of the coupling of the different frequencies. By analyzing the frequency
spectrum of the quasi-steady state and transient flow, it can be obtained that the disturbance
at the inlet of the centrifugal pump impeller enhances the complexity and intensity of the
pressure pulsation in the impeller.
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Figure 13. Distributions of pressure fluctuation during the transient condition in the impeller mid-height, z/b, = 0.5, given
at radial positions of r/R; = {0.50, 0.58, 0.66, 0.74, 0.82, 0.90}: (left) suction surface, (right) pressure surface; (top) non-stall
passages; and (bottom) stall passages.
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Figure 14. Distributions of pressure frequency spectra at the impeller inlet in the impeller mid-height, z/b, = 0.5: (left) tran-
sient condition; (right) quasi-steady condition at two-quarter load.
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5.3. Pressure Fluctuation in the Impeller Axial Plane

In order to investigate the evolution of pressure fluctuation in the impeller axial plane,
four monitoring points, including one point in the impeller inlet and three points in the
impeller passages, are selected, as shown in Figure 15.

o Dy ° plF ’ p“

Figure 15. Monitoring points in the impeller axial plane, x = 0.0, given at radial positions of
r/R ={0.25,0.50, 0.7, 0.9}.

Figure 16left,right shows the evolution of pressure fluctuation in the impeller axial
plane during transient and quasi-steady conditions, respectively. Similar to the results
in the impeller mid-height, an obvious periodicity of low-frequency pressure fluctuation
can be observed during the transient condition, whereas this phenomenon has not ap-
peared during the quasi-steady condition. It is indicated that the lag effects of the phase
of low-frequency pressure fluctuation become more significant as the development of
impeller passages.

8,000 8,000 |-
-10,000 -10,000 WMWMW
-12,000 -12,000 |-

p1s
-14,000 -14,000 L 1 1
-14,000 14000 |
-16,000 -16,000 |
[ sty iy M 0 Bl g N et o
-18,000 18,000 |

— —

€ 20,000 @ 20000 | 315

£ 18000 Q 18,000 ! ! !

S
o. o
20000 [ 20,000 |
P14
-24,000 -24,000 L " "
22,000 22,000 |-
-23,000 -23,000 [P ANt Ve e A A A e S e A A
24,000 24,000 |
-25,000 2600 g
26,000 L L . 26,000 L L L
000 025 050 075 100 125 150 175 200 000 025 050 075 100 125 150 175 200
-t T )T

Figure 16. Distributions of pressure fluctuation in the impeller axial plane, x = 0.0, given at radial
positions of /R, = {0.25, 0.50, 0.7, 0.9}: (left) transient condition; (right) quasi-steady condition for
two quarter-load.

In addition, the difference of the pressure between the inlet and outlet planes of the
computational domain can be respected by the head. Figure 17 shows the relationship
between the head and time and flow rate. Note that the head for the transient condition
cannot be represented by a value but varies within a range of 2.23 and 2.58 m, which is
different from the quasi-steady condition. The frequency of the head has no relationship
with that for the flow rate. However, compared with the flow rate, the phase of the head
lags one-third of period. Moreover, the maximum and minimum values of the head are
larger and smaller than that for quasi-steady conditions at three quarter-load and quarter-
load, respectively. For the instantaneous two quarter-load, the head under transient rising
and dropping stages are always larger and smaller than that for quasi-steady conditions.
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Figure 17. Relationship between performance curve and (left) time and (right) flow rate.

6. Discussion

Large eddy simulation (LES) of a centrifugal pump impeller during a transient con-
dition was performed to study the characteristics of pressure fluctuation. The flow rate
changes in the form of a sinusoidal function with a zero initial phase, whose frequency
was one-sixth of the rotating speed, and equilibrium and amplitude values were 0.5Q;
and 0.25Q,. The reliability of the LES data was verified by comparing with existing
experimental data.

The distributions of the pressure coefficient and relative velocity of adjacent passages
show that the non-stall and stall phenomenon will appear alternately, which obviously
corresponds to instantaneous 0.75Q; and 0.25Q),, respectively. Moreover, the stall phe-
nomenon at instantaneous 0.5Q); in the rising stage was more significant than that in the
dropping stage. The stall passages will not shift with the time development. That is,
the symmetry of the stall passage and non-stall passage remains unchanged.

The distribution of low-frequency pressure fluctuation showed a significant period-
icity during transient flow, but it was not observed during the quasi-steady condition.
Although the frequency of low-frequency pressure fluctuation always equals that of flow
rate, its phase and amplitude have a relationship with the monitoring position. The phase
in the stall passages on the impeller mid-height plane lags one-tenth of a period than that
in non-stall passages of the impeller inlet. As the flow deepens on the impeller axial plane,
the lag of the phase becomes more obvious. In addition, the amplitude of the pressure
fluctuation of the pressure surface was obviously larger than that of the suction surface.

The high-frequency pressure fluctuation was observed under both transient and quasi-
steady conditions. The high-frequency pressure fluctuation at the transient rising stage
was stronger than that at the transient dropping stage. Comparing stall passages with
non-stall passages, the first and second dominant frequencies presented little change in
stall passages, whereas the corresponding amplitude of the first dominant was enlarged
by 2.5 times than the one of the second dominant. Moreover, the amplitude of the high-
frequency pressure fluctuation of the transient condition was significantly higher than that
of the quasi-steady condition because of the coupling of different frequencies.

Similar to the pressure fluctuation, the head not only had high-frequency fluctua-
tion caused by the unsteady flow, but also had low-frequency periodic characteristics,
whose phase lagged behind one-third of a period than the phase of the inlet flow rate.
Meanwhile, on this account the lag of impeller head, the head of the transient dropping
stage was higher than that of the rising stage at the same flow rate.
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A channel

B channel

Cp  pressure coefficient

C, radial velocity

d blade thickness

h height

H  head

n rotational speed

p monitor point

p static pressure
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P average static pressure

Q  flow rate

Q design flow rate

Ry inlet radius

R,  outlet radius
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t time
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x coordinate components

y+ dimensionless wall distances
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LES Large Eddy Simulation
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SST
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