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Abstract

:

In this paper, a two-stage optimization strategy for designing defective unit cells of phononic crystal (PnC) to explore the localization and waveguide states for target frequencies is proposed. In the optimization model, the PnC microstructures are parametrically described by a series of hyperelliptic curves, and the optimal designs can be obtained by systematically changing the designable parameters of hyperellipse. The optimization contains two individual processes. We obtain the configurations of a perfect unit cell for different orders of band gap maximization. Subsequently, by taking advantage of the supercell technique, the defective unit cells are designed based on the unit cell configuration for different orders of band gap maximization. The finite element models show the localization and waveguide phenomenon for target frequencies and validate the effectiveness of the optimal designs numerically.
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1. Introduction


Due to the band gap property of a periodic microstructure, phononic crystals (PnCs) reveal the substantial potential of regulating the propagation of sound and elastodynamic waves in some specific frequency ranges [1,2,3]. The applications of PnCs have received much attention over the past two decades, such as vibration and noise reduction [4,5], acoustic filters [6], and waveguide [7]. The compositions of PnC microstructures, including the material properties, the shapes of the scatterers, and the filling ratio, significantly affect the band gap characteristics of PnCs. It is meaningful to optimize the PnC microstructures systematically to broaden the application prospects of PnCs [8,9,10,11,12].



Optimization methods, especially topology optimization, are considered as powerful and automatic tools to develop and innovate material microstructure design [13,14,15] in various physics fields [16,17,18,19,20]. There have been a number of studies with the aim of optimizing the PnC band gap width with various types of optimization methods [21,22,23]. For instance, Sigmund and Jensen [24] optimized one-dimensional and two-dimensional band gap structures based on solid isotropic material interpolation with the topology optimization method. Hussein et al. [25] and Dong et al. [26,27] designed the unit cell of a PnC with maximum band gap with a genetic algorithm-based optimization method. Li et al. [28,29] designed a PnC band gap structure with a specified bulk or shear modulus by employing the bidirectional evolutionary structural optimization (BESO) method. Li et al. [30] designed broad phononic band gaps for in-plane modes by employing different amounts of solid and hollow scatterers based on Lloyd’s algorithm. Zhang et al. [31] carried out the robust topology optimization of PnCs with random field uncertainty. He and Kang [32] proposed a study on the topology optimization of novel material microstructural configurations to achieve directional elastic wave propagation through the maximization of partial band gaps.



The above works considered the design of single PnC unit cells, which meant that the unit cells shared the same configuration for a certain design. However, when some defects (point, line, or face defects) are introduced to a periodic microstructure, the propagation of elastodynamic wave can be altered significantly [33,34,35]. These defects can restrict the propagation of elastodynamic waves, which has aroused significant interest among researchers in the design of resonant cavities [36,37,38], energy harvesters [39,40,41], acoustic switches [42,43,44], and so on. Sigalas [45] studied the propagation of elastic waves through two-dimensional periodic composites with defect states. Kafesaki et al. [46] examined the line defect of PnCs and found that elastodynamic waves could only propagate along with the line defects. Torres et al. [47] explored the surface states and localization phenomena in linear and point defects experimentally. Romero-Garcia et al. [48] used complex band structures and multiple scattering theory to analyze the overlapping of evanescent waves localized in point defects in sonic crystals. Rostami-Dogolsara et al. [43] designed a switchable phononic crystal-based acoustic demultiplexer. Pennec et al. [49] designed a waveguide consisting of a row of hollow cylinders with different inner radii that could transport waves at two different frequencies. Dong et al. [50] designed narrow band filters for the given operating frequencies of a waveguide cavity structure in PnCs. It has a strong necessity to utilize the systematic optimization methods to design the PnC microstructures with point or line defects to regulate the propagation of elastodynamic waves [51,52,53,54].



In this study, we propose a two-stage optimization strategy for designing defective unit cells of PnC to explore the localization and waveguide states for target frequencies. The optimization process provides the particular configurations of the PnC unit cell and supercell systematically. Based on the optimized PnC microstructures, the point and line defect configurations are designed with the intention of exploring the localization and waveguide phenomenon. Firstly, the band gap optimization for a PnC microstructure is implemented based on the hyperelliptic curves. Several microstructures of different orders for band gap optimization are presented to establish the foundation for defect design. Then, based on the 3 × 3 PnC supercells, the configurations of the point defect for different frequencies are optimized and validated with numerical examples. Then, the waveguide structure can be determined by introducing the line defect to a perfect PnC. Different propagation states of elastodynamic waves can be observed in the numerical experiments. These studies show a valid and effective means to optimize and utilize the defect states in PnC microstructures.



The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents the dispersion analysis of PnC microstructures. Section 3 proposes several optimal designs for different orders of PnC band gap maximization. In Section 4, the point defect configurations of PnC at different target frequencies are designed and the transmission curves are calculated to explore the localization state. Section 5 shows the pass band state, the waveguide state and the forbidden band state of the elastodynamic waves within a PnC structure with a line defect. Conclusions are presented in Section 6.




2. Dispersion Analysis of PnC Microstructures


The band gap characteristics of PnCs are mainly examined by calculating the dispersion curves [24]. The dispersion curves are strongly affected by the elastic properties, shape and arrangements of the scatterers [9,10]. The PnC band gap characteristics and dispersion curves can then be tailored with appropriate choices of materials, crystal lattice, and topology of inclusions. To analyze the dispersion curves of a periodic system as PnCs, various methods, such as plane wave expansion [45], lumped mass method [21], and finite element analysis [12,31], can be introduced according to the adopted material and physics field. In this study, we employed the finite element analysis to calculate the dispersion curves due to their universality and effectiveness.



In the absence of body force, the elastodynamic wave equation in an isotropic homogenous medium is governed by:


  ρ  ω 2   u  + μ  ∇ 2   u   + (  λ + μ ) ∇ ( ∇ ⋅  u  ) = 0  



(1)




where  ρ  is the material density,  ω  is the frequency of elastodynamic wave, u is the displacement vector,  λ  and  μ  are the Lame coefficients, and  ∇  is differential operator. When assuming the elastodynamic wave propagating in the x-y plane, the governing equation in Equation (1) is free from the z direction coordinates as:


  ρ  ω 2   u x  +  ∂  ∂ x     λ (   ∂  u x    ∂ x   +   ∂  u y    ∂ y   )   +  ∂  ∂ x     μ (   ∂  u x    ∂ x   +   ∂  u x    ∂ x   )   +  ∂  ∂ y     μ (   ∂  u x    ∂ y   +   ∂  u y    ∂ x   )   = 0  



(2)






  ρ  ω 2   u y  +  ∂  ∂ y     λ (   ∂  u x    ∂ x   +   ∂  u y    ∂ y   )   +  ∂  ∂ x     μ (   ∂  u x    ∂ x   +   ∂  u x    ∂ x   )   +  ∂  ∂ y     μ (   ∂  u x    ∂ y   +   ∂  u y    ∂ x   )   = 0  



(3)




where    u x    and    u y    are displacement components. The above equation can be written in discrete form by the finite element method as:


     K  −  ω 2   M     u  = 0  



(4)




where K and M are the stiffness and mass matrix, respectively. The Bloch theorem is utilized to handle the elastodynamic wave propagation in the infinite periodic medium, and the Bloch periodic boundary condition can be written as:


   u  (  r  +  R  ) =  u  (  r  )  e  i  k  ⋅  R     



(5)




where r is the space position vector, R is the translation vector, and k is the wave vector. The displacement vector    u  (  r  )   is given in the complex form as:


   u  (  r  ) =   u   Re   (  r  ) + i   u   Im   (  r  )  



(6)




where Re and Im represent the real and imagined part, respectively. Then, the boundary condition in Equation (5) can be rewritten as:


          u   Re   (  r  )         u   Im   (  r  )       =       cos (  k  ⋅  R  )     sin (  k  ⋅  R  )       − sin (  k  ⋅  R  )     cos (  k  ⋅  R  )               u   Re   (  r  +  R  )         u   Im   (  r  +  R  )        



(7)







The dispersion curves can be obtained with the eigenvalue analysis of Equation (4) along the boundary condition in Equation (7). The wave vector k is swept along with the boundary of the first irreducible Brillouin zone.




3. Optimal Designs of PnC Microstructures for Band Gap Maximization


The optimal PnC microstructure designs for different orders of PnC band gap characteristics were demonstrated in the research of Li with the BESO method [30]. They found that the scatterers were concentrated regularly. This inspired us to employ the hyperelliptic curves to represent the shape of the scatterers. The hyperelliptic curves, also known as the Lame curves, can be expressed as:


       x a     η  +      y b     η  = 1  



(8)




where a and b are the semi-axis lengths, and η is the order of the hyperelliptic curves. The above expression is centered on the origin of the coordinates in the two-dimensional x-y plane. Various hyperelliptic curve clusters can be obtained when changing a, b, and η, which are shown in Figure 1. These hyperelliptic curve clusters are closed and symmetric about the x and y axes, covering a range of shapes including rhombuses, ellipses, and rectangles. Moreover, when equaling the two semi-axis lengths, circles can be formed, which are employed in the optimization process.



In this study, the orders of hyperelliptic curves η were set to range from 1 to 6. The center coordinate of the hyperelliptic curves was (x0, y0), and the parametric form of Equation (8) is expressed as:


        x =  x 0  + a   cos    2 η    θ       y =  y 0  + b   sin    2 η    θ       ,   0 ≤ θ ≤ 2 π  



(9)







For highly symmetric microarchitectures (such as the one-eighth symmetry), the extreme points of the dispersion curves occur on the boundary of the irreducible Brillouin zone [27]. Here, the PnC microstructure showed the one-eighth symmetry property. To maintain the symmetry structure, it is suggested to equal the semi-axis lengths of a hyperellipse, i.e., a = b. It only needs two design variables for the formation of each hyperellipse. To optimize the band gap width of the PnCs, the objective is defined as the absolute width of the mth order, which can be written as:


  f = min (  ω  m + 1   (  k  ) ) − m a x (  ω m  (  k  ) )  



(10)




where k is the wave vector, and ω is the eigenfrequency of the PnCs.



The optimization formula can be expressed as:


     find     x i   ( i = 1 , 2 ,  … , N )      max    f  x      s  . t   .       x _  ≤ x ≤  x ¯     



(11)




where xi (the design variable) is the parameter of the hyperellipse, N is the number of total parameters, and   x _   and   x ¯   are the lower and upper bounds of the design variables, respectively.



In this study, the dispersion curves of PnCs were calculated on the ABAQUS platform. To optimize the band gap of the third, fifth, sixth, and tenth orders, different initial microstructure configurations to alleviate the local optima [32] were used, as shown in Figure 2. The green part is regarded as the matrix (epoxy in this study), while the khaki part is the scatterer (plumbum in this study). The size of the unit cell is 20 mm, whenever referenced in this paper. In these initial configurations, every single hyperellipse has 40 control points for the spline curves parametrically.



The Isight software was utilized to optimize the parameters of the established hyperelliptic curve in various configurations. To reduce the convergence difficulty and the variability of the optimization problem, an evolutionary optimization strategy was adopted as the solver of the optimization problem. Based on our numerical experience, the minimal step length was set to 2% of the microstructure size, and the number of evaluations was set to 100. The optimal designs of different orders of PnCs along with their dispersion curves are shown in Figure 3.



The lower and upper band gap bounds along with the band gap widths of different orders of PnCs are compared in Table 1.



Therefore, the optimal configurations of different orders of PnC dispersion curves are obtained.




4. Optimal Designs of PnC Microstructures Considering Point Defects


It has been found that when introducing a point defect in a perfect PnC microstructure, a flat band line appears in the dispersion analysis [39,47,48]. The flat line indicates the same vibration eigenfrequency for different wavevectors, which implies that the elastodynamic wave presents the localization state. The slope of the flat line is zero, which indicates that the elastodynamic wave with a certain frequency is localized in the point defects. This phenomenon can be utilized to design energy harvesters and resonant cavities [37,39,55,56].



Based on the optimal configurations of different orders of the PnC dispersion curves obtained in Section 3, we introduce the point defect for the supercell of a PnC microstructure and optimize the geometric parameters of the point defect to alter the localized frequency so that it is close to the target frequency.



To explore the influence of the point defect, it is essential to unite multiple unit cells as one supercell. This section describes how the 3 × 3 supercell was constructed and the central cell was considered to be defective, while the other cells kept the original optimized configuration. Different frequencies were selected as the target. Table 1 shows that the frequency band gap of fifth order optimal design was [45,824 66,584] Hz, while the frequency band gap of sixth order optimal design was [39,716 77,278] Hz; therefore, an overlap frequency range [45,824 66,584] Hz was obtained. It was found that there are some overlaps in the band gap frequency ranges for the fifth and sixth order optimal designs shown in Figure 3; thus, we chose the optimal designs of the third, fifth, and tenth order obtained as described in Section 3 to proceed with the point defect design. It is noted that due to the introduction of the 3 × 3 supercell, all band orders were expanded by nine times.



In order to localize the elastic wave, a flat band line is prospective as the optimization goal because its group velocity is nearly zero. The group velocity    v g    is defined by the equation    v g  = ∂ ω / ∂ k  , where  ω  is the wave’s angular frequency, and  k  is the wavevector. Therefore, the objective is proposed as:


   f d   = abs ( arr _ mean (   ω  9 m    ) -     ω t   ) +  α ×  arr _ std (   ω  9 m   )  



(12)




where the function ‘abs( )’ represents the absolute value operation, arr_mean ( ) represents the mean value operation, arr_std ( ) represents the standard deviation operation that is used to describe the smoothness of a specified flat band,    ω  9 m     is the 9mth order band, ωt is the target frequency, and α is the weight coefficient. In this study, we set α = 0.01 to balance the mean value and standard deviation value in the objective function. The optimization formula can be expressed as:


     find     x i   ( i = 1 , 2 ,  … , N )      max     f d   x      s  . t   .       x _  ≤ x ≤  x ¯     



(13)




where xi (the design variable) is the parameter of the point defect, N is the number of design variables, and   x _   and   x ¯   are the lower and upper bounds of the design variables, respectively.



For the third order optimal design of perfect PnCs, four target frequencies 36 kHz, 38 kHz, 40 kHz, and 42 kHz were selected. The optimal designs of different point defects are depicted in Figure 4.



The specific values of different designs are listed in Table 2.



We found that a flat band line appeared in the dispersion curves in the vicinity of the target frequency, which indicates that the optimization results meet the expectation. Moreover, the standard deviations (the smoothness) of the target band were relatively small, which means that the slopes of the target bands were nearly zero.



The modes of different designs are shown in Figure 5. The mode is localized in the central area where the point defect is located.



To explore the propagation feature, a finite element model with the 4-node bilinear plane strain quadrilateral element was established based on the optimal point defect design shown in Figure 6, whose total number of elements is 38,128. The design of the 40 kHz target frequency was selected as the example. The upper and lower boundaries of the model were applied by the continuous periodic boundary condition. At the left inlet of the model, a displacement excitation was applied, while the displacement response was calculated at the right outlet. In order to prevent the boundary influence, a non-reflective boundary condition was applied in the right boundary. The non-reflection boundary conditions were perfectly transparent for the propagating elastodynamic waves. The range of the excitation frequency was set to [25,70] kHz. The total CPU time was 2983.1 s. The transmission is defined as:


  T = 10 log (    w  o u t      w  i n     )  



(14)




where T is the transmission and win and wout are the energies of the inlet and outlet, respectively. It is defined that    w  o u t   =     ∫   u      2  d l   and    w  i n   =     ∫     u 0        2  d l  , where u is the displacement of the outlet, and    u 0    is the displacement of the inlet.



The transmission curve and the displacement field for 40 kHz are depicted in Figure 7 and Figure 8, respectively. We found that the elastodynamic wave was localized in the point defect at the target frequency of 40 kHz and could not propagate through the unit cell.



For the fifth order optimal design, 60 kHz was chosen as the target frequency. The optimal point defect and its dispersion curves are shown in Figure 9. A flat band was observed at around 60 kHz in the dispersion curve. The slope of the flat line was zero, which indicates that the elastodynamic wave was localized in the point defects.



The objective function values are listed in Table 3. The vibration mode of the supercell is displayed in Figure 10. The mode indicates that the vibration and the energy were localized in the point defect of the supercell.



The design in Figure 9 was utilized to establish the finite element model, and the excitation and boundary conditions were as the same as those in the model shown in Figure 6. The transmission curve for the design is depicted in Figure 11. The displacement field for 60 kHz is displayed in Figure 12. We found that the elastodynamic wave was localized in the point defect of the supercell. In this example, only the localization state of 60 kHz was of concern, and we did not apply constraints to other frequencies. Thus, the optimized design may contain some other localization state of different frequencies (such as the 55 kHz flat band in Figure 11).



Similarly, when choosing the tenth order optimal design, shown in Figure 3, the defective supercell was designed as shown in Figure 13 with the target frequency of 80 kHz. A flat band can be observed around 80 kHz in the dispersion curve in Figure 13.



The objective function values are listed in Table 4. The vibration mode of the supercell is displayed in Figure 14. The mode indicates that the vibration and the energy were localized in the point defect of the supercell.



We built the finite element model based on the design in Figure 13 and applied the excitation and boundary conditions to the model. Then, the transmission curve for the design was obtained, as shown in Figure 15. The elastodynamic waves were also localized in the point defect of the supercell for the target frequency of 80 kHz, which can be summarized as shown in Figure 16. Similar to the example of 60 kHz, the optimal design may contain another localization state near 75 kHz.



Consequently, the localization state can be determined for different target frequencies and band orders by optimizing the point defects of a supercell.




5. Waveguide State of PnC Microstructures with Line Defects


The PnCs with line defects are mainly used to construct the waveguide structure. By changing a row of microstructures within periodic PnC cells, the PnC waveguide that are straight-type, L-type, or another type can be formed [7,49,57]. In this study, the straight-type waveguide structure was of concern.



As mentioned in Section 3, when optimizing the band gap of PnC microstructures, a closer observation of the band structure for the fifth order band gap design reveals that the band structure also contains the third order band gap. This specialty can be regarded as there being two pass bands between 30 kHz and 65 kHz. This inspired us to utilize this microstructure to design the waveguide. Based on the design shown in Figure 3, we put forward a concentric hyperellipse microstructure with inner and outer radii of 3.5 mm and 7 mm, respectively. The band structure of the microstructure in the Γ-X direction is displayed in Figure 17.



The band structure reveals that there exist two pass bands between 30,729 Hz and 63,890 Hz, whose frequencies are located in the ranges of [38,027 38,551] Hz and [41,912 46,111] Hz, respectively. By combining the designs shown in Figure 3a and Figure 17, one 5 × 1 supercell can be established. The band structure in the Γ-X direction is shown in Figure 18.



The band structure reveals that the supercell structure also contains two pass bands between 29,236 Hz and 55,465 Hz, whose frequencies are located in the ranges of [37,332 39,618] Hz and [40,061 43,253] Hz, respectively. Then, we determined the waveguide structure based on the supercell and compute the transmission along the Γ-X direction, which is shown in Figure 19.



The dispersion curves show different states for the elastodynamic wave propagation. Then, we examined three typical states of the waveguide structure, namely the pass band state, the waveguide state, and the forbidden band state. The frequencies of the three states were 25 kHz for the pass band state, 40 kHz for the waveguide state, and 50 kHz for the forbidden band state. The displacement fields can be found in Figure 20.




6. Conclusions


In this study, we investigated the design methods of PnC microstructures by utilizing a series of hyperellipses to describe the unit cell configuration. The computation of the dispersion curves and the optimization process were implemented with the combination of ABAQUS and Isight software. Several optimal designs for different orders of wide band gap PnCs were provided. Then, the configurations of the central point defect unit cell in the 3 × 3 supercell were designed to achieve the localization state for an elastodynamic wave. Subsequently, the 5 × 1 supercell structure was constructed, and the waveguide phenomenon was examined at the target frequencies. Numerical examples are presented in the paper to illustrate the effectiveness of the proposed framework. The propagation of the elastodynamic wave shows the localization and waveguide characteristics when utilizing the proposed point and line defect designs. In future work, other objectives for diverse applications may be formulated to utilize optimization methods to design different configurations for PnCs.



In this study, we assumed that the material and geometry are deterministic during the analysis and optimization process. The uncertainties of the material or geometry were not of concern. Some studies on the robust design of PnCs have been conducted [31], showing that the reliability-based and uncertainty analyses also play an important role in designing the unit cell of PnCs. This is also one of our possible future research directions.
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Figure 1. Hyperelliptic curve clusters with different values of η. 
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Figure 2. Initial microstructure configurations for band gap optimization of different orders. (a) Third order; (b) fifth order; (c) sixth order; (d) tenth order. 
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Figure 3. Optimal designs of maximum band gap and corresponding dispersion curves. The band gap parts are marked as the shaded area. (a) Third order; (b) fifth order; (c) sixth order; (d) tenth order. 






Figure 3. Optimal designs of maximum band gap and corresponding dispersion curves. The band gap parts are marked as the shaded area. (a) Third order; (b) fifth order; (c) sixth order; (d) tenth order.
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Figure 4. Optimal designs of defective supercells and their dispersion curves: (a) 36 kHz; (b) 38 kHz; (c) 40 kHz; (d) 42 kHz. 
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Figure 5. Modes of supercell with point defect for different frequencies: (a) 36 kHz; (b) 38 kHz; (c) 40 kHz; (d) 42 kHz. 
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Figure 6. Finite element model of elastodynamic wave propagation. 






Figure 6. Finite element model of elastodynamic wave propagation.



[image: Symmetry 13 01993 g006]







[image: Symmetry 13 01993 g007 550] 





Figure 7. Transmission curve. 
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Figure 8. Displacement field for 40 kHz. 
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Figure 9. Optimal design of a defective supercell and its dispersion curve for 60 kHz. 
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Figure 10. Mode of a supercell with point defect for 60 kHz. 
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Figure 11. Transmission curve for the designed device composed of optimized 60 kHz supercells. 
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Figure 12. Displacement field for the designed device composed of optimized 60 kHz supercells. 
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Figure 13. Optimal design of a defective supercell and its dispersion curve for 80 kHz. 
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Figure 14. The supercell mode with point defect for 80 kHz. 
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Figure 15. Transmission curve for the designed device composed of optimized 80 kHz supercells. 
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Figure 16. Displacement field for the designed device composed of optimized 80 kHz supercells. 
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Figure 17. Unit cell and its dispersion curves along Γ-X direction. There are two pass bands between 30 kHz and 65 kHz. 
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Figure 18. Design of a defective supercell and its dispersion curves along the Γ-X direction. 
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Figure 19. (a) Finite element model of elastodynamic wave propagation; (b) transmission curve. 
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Figure 20. Three typical states of waveguide structure. (a) Pass band state for 25 kHz; (b) waveguide state for 40 kHz; (c) forbidden band state for 50 kHz. 
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Table 1. Comparison of optimal designs of different orders. Units: Hz.
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	3rd Order
	5th Order
	6th Order
	10th Order





	max(   ω m   (k))
	28,844
	45,824
	39,716
	67,121



	min(   ω  m + 1     (k))
	55,343
	66,584
	77,278
	93,137



	band gap width
	26,499
	20,760
	37,562
	26,016










[image: Table] 





Table 2. Comparison of optimal designs at different target frequencies. Units: Hz.
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	Target Frequency
	36,000
	38,000
	40,000
	42,000





	arr_mean (   ω  9 m    )
	35,999.5
	37,929.8
	39,843.7
	42,012.8



	arr_std (   ω  9 m    )
	46.741
	55.328
	66.559
	86.938



	fd
	0.9674
	70.7533
	156.9656
	13.6694
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Table 3. Objective values of the optimal design. Units: Hz.
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	    arr _ mean   (  ω  9 m   )    
	    arr _ std   (  ω  9 m   )    
	fd





	60,039.0
	20.146
	39.2015
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Table 4. Objective values of the optimal design. Units: Hz.
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	    arr _ mean   (  ω  9 m   )    
	    arr _ std   (  ω  9 m   )    
	fd





	79,921.0
	2.0626
	79.0206
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