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The way of individual households obtained land can be classified in four approaches, as listed 
here. 

(1) Claim (jab jong): This refers to the land occupied by households. After claiming, the land 
boundary was controlled, while the household practiced agricultural activities. The household land 
boundary was marked by traditional or natural symbols. Some households built fences to surround 
their claimed land parcels and acknowledge neighboring households’ land. Land that was claimed 
on a first-come, first-served basis typically had no registration process or documentation; households 
did not need to buy the claimed area. In the case of paddy fields, households typically claimed the 
areas along the stream or wetland area first and then converted them to paddy field. 

(2) Allocation: A household obtained land through an allocation process. The migrant 
household or household lacking agricultural area proposed their need for cultivation land to the 
village organization. After that, both the village’s organization and/or district authority allocated 
unoccupied area to the household.  

(3) Inheritance: A household obtained land through the inheritance among household members 
or relatives, with or without documents (for instance, land inherited from parents to sons or 
daughters). Land parcels may be divided for inheritance. 

(4) Transfer: Title was transferred to a household through the buying and selling process, either 
informally or formally, between villagers in the same village or outsiders. New landholders may have 
bought the land with cash, or payment could have been by an exchange of high value assets such as 
gold, a truck, a car, or a tractor. The cost of transferring land varies for different land parcels, 
depending on location of the land, accessibility, land use type, land use condition, and negotiation 
between buyer and seller. 
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