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Abstract: As an effective policy to revitalize rural land assets, land transfer is important to promote
reforming rural land systems in poor areas. In this study, we integrated the energy systems language
and emergy approach, quantified the energy flow process under the land transfer model, simulated
the resource storage and energy flow state in the land transfer process, and finally compared and
discussed the economic and ecological benefits of land transfer under different scenarios. The results
show the following: (1) Economic benefits were significantly improved after the land transfer, and
labor storage and infrastructure value were reduced. (2) Government investment enhanced the
infrastructure value, and private investment led to a rapid reduction in labor storage. (3) Expanding
apple orchards positively affected labor storage and infrastructure value and negatively influenced
soil organic carbon storage and rural asset storage. (4) Land transfer behavior reduced the proportion
of provisioning and supporting services and increased the proportion of regulating and cultural
services. Overall, the research results are helpful for clarifying the complex mechanisms of the
various components in the land transfer system and provide a scientific basis for the prediction and
evaluation of land transfer in similar areas.
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1. Introduction

As an important natural resource, land contains both natural and human elements
and is at the center of human production, life, and ecological activities [1]. Improving the
utilization efficiency of land resources and implementing cultivated land protection policies
are of great significance in order to highlight the importance of land resources in ensuring
food security and social stability and achieving high-quality development [2,3]. “Opinions
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the State Council on Doing
a Good Job in Comprehensively Promoting the Key Work of Rural Revitalization in 2022,
released on 4 January 2022, emphasized the implementation of hard measures for cultivated
land protection, the responsibility of the Party and the government to preserve cultivated
land, and the need to strictly observe the 1.8 billion mu red line of cultivated land, so that
national food security and social stability can be ensured [4]. To guarantee food security,
efforts must be made to improve the technical content and unit yield of grain production,
encourage large-scale operations, and improve the level of agricultural modernization.
Land transfer can solve the problem of land fragmentation, make effective use of rural
land resources, improve agricultural production efficiency, and realize agricultural scale
and mechanization [5,6].

Rural land transfer refers to the transfer of the right to operate the land by farmers with
the contractual right to operate the land by keeping their contractual rights intact [6]. In
2014, the Central Government and the General Office of the State Council issued “Opinions
on Guiding the Orderly Transfer of Rural Land Management Rights to Develop Moderate
Scale Operations in Agriculture”, which required vigorous development of land transfer
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and moderate scale operations [7,8]. In recent years, with the adjustment of the rural
industrial structure and the promotion of agricultural technology in China, the speed
of farmland transfer in various regions of the country has been accelerating, and the
quantity of farmland transfer has been expanding year after year [9,10]. Data from the 2019
Statistical Annual Report on China’s Rural Policy and Reform show that by the end of 2019,
the household contracted farmland transfer area was 36.9987 million ha, an increase of
2.96% over 2018, accounting for 35.9% of the total. In total, 56.18, 22.69, and 10.38% of the
farmland contracted by households were transferred to farmers, professional cooperatives,
and enterprises, respectively.

Land transfer is the only option to develop modern agriculture in a way that can
contribute to optimizing the allocation of land resources and accelerating the process of
scaling up and intensifying rural land management. It can potentially assure food security
and the supply of key agricultural products, which can achieve stable production and
increased agriculture, and steadily increase farmers’ income and rural stability [11,12].
The current research shows that the benefits of land transfer are significant. Through
land transfer, farmers are freed from the shackles of land. It also enables large farming
households and rural collectives under certain economic conditions to centrally manage
idle and abandoned land, realizing the scale effect of land management. The vast majority
of studies have confirmed that land transfer has a positive effect on improving farmers’
income [13]. At the same time, studies have also shown that increasing the intensity
of land transfer can reduce multidimensional poverty. Through land transfer, the rural
population in poverty dropped from 770 million in 1978 to 5.51 million by the end of
2019, and the incidence of rural poverty dropped from 97.5% in 1978 to 0.6% at the end
of 2019 [14]. The income level of land transfer households was 12.07% higher, and the
poverty vulnerability was 5.13% lower than non-transfer households [15]. By realizing the
scale economy, the agricultural income of lessee households exceeded rent expenditure,
and the total income increased positively, with the lowest-income groups growing most
significantly [16]. Studies have also shown that the income promotion effect of land transfer
for high-income farmers was greater than that for low-income farmers, who faced a higher
entry barrier to participation in land transfer [17]. Actively carrying out the transfer of
land contract management rights is of great significance in promoting the positive role of
land resources in food security, ecological protection, and social stability, driving balanced
regional urban and rural development, benefiting most people’s well-being, and achieving
high-quality development of land resources [18-21].

The Tai-hang Mountains in Hebei Province, located between 38—40° N and 112-116° E,
play a key role in Beijing and Tianjin’s production and ecological functions. In 2015, the
Hebei provincial government formulated the “Implementation Opinions on Guiding the
Orderly Transfer of Rural Land Management Rights to Develop Agricultural Moderate
Scale Management”, which outlined a policy for land transfer in the Tai-hang Mountains.
On the whole, at present, land transfer in this mountain region is conducive to maximizing
the actual benefits of the land. However, as one of the main areas of concern for poverty
alleviation, the Tai-hang Mountains have relatively poor conditions, and the overall agri-
cultural development is slow. With the intensification of urbanization, more rural residents
are gradually going to cities to work, resulting in serious land abandonment, which is not
compatible with the long-term utilization of land. Land transfer research in this region will
provide important case studies for reforming the rural land system in impoverished areas.

2. Literature Review

With the increasing attention being paid to land transfer, rural land transfer has become
a subject of substantial research. The main research is focused on land transfer factors, land
transfer effect, land transfer behavior, and so on. Regarding the elements that influence
land transfer, scholars have found that the economic development level, rural surplus labor
transfer, rural household economic status, non-agricultural employment stability, family
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livelihood capital, rural financial market, government assistance, rural debt, and individual
livelihood capital have varying amounts of influence on land transfer [22-27].

Based on the threshold model and CHARLS 2015 data, Gao et al. found that the
scale of labor migration had a periodic impact on rural land transfer [28]. Wang et al.
used structural equation modeling to find that household livelihood capital substantially
impacted agricultural land transfer [29]. Regarding the effect of land transfer, scholars have
researched the effect of land transfer on land use efficiency, technological efficiency, total
factor productivity, urban development, farmers’ income, non-agricultural employment,
agricultural pollution, and grain planting structure [21,30-34]. Liu et al. used the two-part
control function method and found that for households with more agricultural labor, the
impact of the land transfer on non-agricultural employment was positive and strong [11].
Based on the PSM method, Fei et al. analyzed the impact of land transfer on agricultural
land use efficiency and found that the land use efficiency of transferred-in provinces was
higher than that of transferred-out provinces, and land outflow could reduce the income of
agricultural workers [9].

In recent years, research on rural land transfer behavior has tended to be diversified.
Studies have used logistic regression models [35], probit and tobit regression test mod-
els [36], multi-group structural equation model, spatial econometric model [37,38], multiple
difference method, propensity score matching (PSM) model [31], generalized propensity
score matching (GPSM) model, DEA model [30], and quantile regression method, among
others. Yang and Liu investigated the spatiotemporal changes and regional disparities in
carbon conduction effects caused by land use change using a carbon conduction model
of land transfer [39]. Li and Sun used a coupling coordination model to investigate the
relationship between land transfer and urban social and economic benefits. The findings
revealed that both government-led and market-led land transfers can enhance urban devel-
opment, with the latter being more sustainable [33]. Fan et al. studied land transfer data in
China based on a spatial lag model and found that land financial dependence promoted
land marketization [40].

Luetal. applied emergy theory to evaluate the social, economic, and ecological benefits
before and after land transfer and carried out emergy performance and sustainability
evaluations [41]. Yin et al. evaluated the intensity of cultivated land use in Shandong
Province and the Dongting Lake area using emergy analysis [42]. Edrisi et al. used
emergy analysis to quantify the ecological impact, bioenergy potential, socioeconomic
efficiency, and sustainability of bioenergy production systems [43]. Hu et al. used emergy
analysis to estimate agricultural sustainability in China [44]. Tilley and Brown used energy
systems language to conduct a dynamic assessment of wetland stormwater management
systems [45]. Rivera et al. described the Broa Reservoir as a dynamic system using energy
systems language and evaluated its eutrophication [46]. Li et al. simulated the biomass and
soil organic matter of three typical subtropical plantations in southern China based on the
energy systems language model [47]. Xu et al. used the energy systems language model to
quantitatively analyze the differences in functional orientation among components of the
circular agricultural system [48].

In the current research on land transfer, most scholars use quantitative analysis and
empirical research methods to investigate the elements that influence land transfer and
its performance. There is a lack of research simulating the process of land transfer. When
analyzing the elements that influence land transfer, a simple regression model cannot
assess the internal logical relationship among factors. Spatial econometric models and
threshold regression have estimation errors when quantifying land transfer performance
and may have endogeneity problems. The multiple difference methods can solve the
endogeneity problem but are unsuitable for estimating continuous explanatory variables.
The propensity score matching method is mainly based on observable variables and does
not control the influence of unobservable factors. When farmers’ land transfer choices are
affected by both observable and unobservable factors, the results obtained by propensity
score matching will be biased. However, using energy systems language to construct a
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model can effectively simplify the complex land transfer system and can efficiently depict
the energy flow between system components and interactions among subsystems. While it
reflects the ecological process in the land transfer process, it can also quantify the energy
flow and economic changes in the system and can simulate the ecological and economic
benefits of the land transfer system continuously on a long-term scale.

Therefore, in this study, we used Odum’s energy systems language to construct an
energy flow model of land transfer based on the land transfer process to simulate the
energy change trend of each component in the system and the trends of economic and
ecological benefits under scenarios of investment behavior and land use change. This study
aims to quantify the economic and ecological benefits of Lvzenong Planting Company
before and after land transfer and reveal the flow pattern of material and energy in the
land transfer process, demonstrate the future development direction of land transfer in
multiple scenarios, and put forward new ideas of future development of agricultural land
circulation in Tai-hang Mountains of Hebei and provide scientific guidance and decision
basis for land resources assessment and management in related regions.

3. Materials and Methods
3.1. Research Area

The research area of this study is the Lvzenong Planting Company, located in the
transitional slope from the Tai-hang Mountains to the North China Plain, in Lianggezhuang
Town, Yi County, Baoding City, Hebei Province (Figure 1). The planned construction
area of the project is 1000 ha, including 467 ha of high-quality apples, 467 ha of thin-
skinned walnuts, and 67 ha of high-quality cherries. Lvzenong Planting Company is a
key agricultural project and a demonstration area for poverty alleviation in Yi County.
The project involves the five poor villages of Xiahuanghao, Zhonghuanghao, Shimendian,
Beishimen, and Tawa, with a total population of 4986. The climate is temperate monsoon,
the annual average rainfall is 572.4 mm, and the annual average temperature is 12 °C [41].
Before 2012, the crops in the project area were mainly food crops (corn, sweet potatoes).
In 2015, the project transferred 840 ha of mountain and hilly land with an investment of
RMB 80 million. After 3 years of land consolidation and transfer, the economic crops in
the project area are mainly apples, with a total of 533 ha of fruit trees, including 400 ha of
high-quality apples.

Hebei
Province

0 2000

China

®)

Yi Lvzenong Planting
County Company

0 400 0 50
. m km [ mem  e—

Figure 1. Map of the study region.

After 3 years of development and construction, Lvzenong Planting Company formed
five functional areas: the high-quality fruit planting area, the fruit storage area, the agri-
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cultural science and technology research area, the fruit processing area, and the tourism
and sightseeing area. After completion, the project will produce 17,000 tons of apples and
10,000 tons of other fruits annually, with an annual output value of nearly RMB 500 million.
A total of 1300 jobs can be arranged, and nearly 5000 poor people can be lifted out of poverty.
Through the influence of the demonstration area, 6667 ha of forest and fruit plantations
in the western mountainous area has been utilized to form an industrial chain to drive
regional economic development.

3.2. Research Methods
3.2.1. Energy Flow Model of Land Transfer System

To explore the land transfer system in the Tai-hang Mountains, we established the
Lvzenong land transfer system by using energy systems language. Energy systems lan-
guage is a method based on flow, stock, and their interaction. It converts a static network
diagram representing the flow and stock interaction process into a dynamic model through
scientific model construction. Emergy analysis uses emergy to measure the noncomparable
energy in natural resources and the socioeconomic system so that the real value of natu-
ral resources, commodities, and labor services can be measured comparably. Integrating
energy systems language and the emergy approach can reveal the energy flow pattern of
components in the land transfer system from the perspective of the energy flow process.
Combined with the equivalent value factor per unit area, continuous long-term simulation
and prediction of ecosystem service value can be carried out. The model is suitable for
revealing and simulating the land transfer process.

In order to clearly demonstrate the energy flow between the internal and external envi-
ronment of the Lvzenong land transfer system, we used Odum’s energy systems language
to construct an energy flow model at the micro level [49,50], revealing the internal material
energy flow pattern of each component in the system. Meanwhile, typical indicators were
selected to reflect the resource storage of each component and the energy flow state between
components before and after land transfer. Equilibrium equations were constructed to
quantify the energy flow process under land transfer mode.

3.2.2. Model Construction and Main Steps

In this study, the primary energy flows, energy exchanges between storages, and
external driving forces of the entire system are represented by energy flow diagrams. The
energy stored in each part of the system moves in the form of energy flow. The meaning
of each symbol in the energy flow diagram is given in Table 1, and the meaning of each
parameter is presented in Table 2 (Ky—Kj3 before land transfer, Ko—Ky¢ after land transfer).
The process of drawing the energy flow diagram is shown in Figure 2. The relationships
among components are mainly divided into three categories: (1) Energy input: Plant
photosynthesis provides natural energy to producers within the system, resulting in the
production of organic matter. The artificial energy input process is more complicated.
Fertilizers and pesticides directly promote crop growth, and diesel, electric, and mechanical
energy drive the system and indirectly promote crop growth. (2) Energy flows within the
system: Crops (sweet potato, apple) and woodland absorb and utilize soil nutrients, and
litter degradation returns them to the soil. Local labor and infrastructure serve as input to
grow the crops. The output of agricultural products is exchanged in the market to convert
funds into rural assets. (3) System energy outflows: Soil erosion results in energy loss from
the system, and human activities have a considerable impact on energy flow within it. The
constructed model is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 2. Steps in drawing energy flow diagram.

Table 1. Meanings of symbols in the energy flow diagram.

Symbol Meaning Symbol Meaning Symbol Meaning Symbol Meaning

S Solar energy Fertilizer M Machinery A Rural assets

R Ramw.ater chemical P Pesticide L Labor storage I Infrastructure
potential energy value

W Wind energy D Diesel fuel SE Service GT Government

G Geothermal energy E Electricity MT Market NL Foreign labor
Sweet potato Soil organic Apple planting Woodland

SP . O AE FT . .
plantmg system carbon storage system vegetation biomass

Table 2. Parameter meanings in energy flow diagram.

Before land transfer

Ko
Ky
Ky
K3

Ky

Solar energy absorbed by
sweet potato

Fertilizer supplied for sweet
potato growth

Pesticide supplied for sweet
potato growth

Diesel fuel supplied for sweet
potato growth

Electricity supplied for sweet
potato growth

Sweet potato biomass
formation process

Sweet potatoes supplied to
local labor

Sweet potato supplied to market

Sweet potato litter

degradation process

Changes in sweet potato planting
area caused by human activities

Geothermal energy absorbed by soil

Soil nutrients absorbed by
sweet potato

Soil erosion

Labor utilizing sweet potato

Labor input for sweet

potato planting

Machinery supplied for sweet
potato growth

Taxes

New infrastructure
construction

Infrastructure input for sweet
potato planting

Rural purchasing services
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Table 2. Cont.

After land transfer

Ko
Ky
K,

K3
Ky

Ks

K7
Ks

Solar energy absorbed by apple

Solar energy absorbed by woodland
Fertilizer supplied for

apple growth

Pesticide supplied for

apple growth

Diesel fuel supplied for

apple growth

Electricity supplied for

apple growth

Apple biomass formation process

Apples supplied to local labor
Apples supplied to tourists

Apples supplied to market

Degradation of apple litter
Changes in apple planting area
caused by human activities

Woodland biomass formation
Woodland output

Degradation of woodland litter

Changes in woodland area caused
by human activities

Geothermal energy absorbed by soil
Soil nutrients absorbed by apples

Soil nutrients absorbed
by woodland
Soil erosion

Labor utilizing apple

Labor input for apple planting

Machinery supplied for
apple growth
Government investment
in infrastructure

New infrastructure
construction
Infrastructure input for
apple planting

Rural purchasing services

KIS,

¢ K16
kel ANCCAN|-=-2=—
K13

Figure 3. Energy flow model (a) before and (b) after land transfer.
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3.3. Data Sources and Scenario Setting
3.3.1. Data Sources

The data used in this study were obtained from research in Lianggezhuang Town, Yi
County, Baoding City, Hebei Province in August 2017, mainly through farmer surveys,
expert consultations, and by querying the 2012-2016 Hebei Province Statistical Yearbook,
2016-2021 Baoding City Statistical Yearbook, statistical information of Lvzenong Planting
Company and literature analysis [41,51]. In the investigation process, we first presented the
list of data acquisition and confirmed the relevant data in further communication with the
technical personnel of the enterprise and the local farmers. On this basis, by referring to the
historical data of Lvzenong Planting Company, the Hebei Province Statistical Yearbook and
the Baoding City Statistical Yearbook and calibrated with existing literatures, the research
data were further supplemented and improved. The model parameters, components,
functional equations, and coefficients before and after land transfer in the energy flow
model are shown in Tables 3 and 4.



Land 2023, 12,1070

9 of 24

Table 3. Components in energy flow model before land transfer.

Parameter Component E:ﬁzttli?)?\al Emergy Unit Coefficient Parameter Component Function Emergy Unit Coefficient
External Energy input
. Sweet potatoes supplied .
15 % PP 13 -3
S Solar energy 4.25 x 10 Sej/y Je to local labor Kg x SP x L 1.30 x 10 Sej/y 1.25 x 10
Rainwater chemi- Sweet potatoes supplied
: 14 ; 12 : -2
RP cal potential 294 x 10 Sej/y J7 to the market K7 x SP 8.64 x 10 Sej/y 6.00 x 10
energy
. Degradation of sweet .
; 14 2 12 -2
W Wind energy 221 x 10 Sej/y Js potato litter Kg x SP 432 x 10 Sej/y 3.00 x 10
G Geothermal 931 x 1012 Sej/y o) Soil organic 273 x 1015 Sej/y
energy carbon storage
. . Geothermal ener: .
15 gy 12 -1
F Fertilizer 3.28 x 10 Sej/y J10 absorbed by soil Ko x G 6.52 x 10 Sej/y 7.00 x 10
Kip X RP x W x R x
(Ky x F x SE) x (Ky
.. . Soil nutrients absorbed x P x SE) .
14 14 -8
P Pesticide 1.56 x 10 Sej/y J11 by sweet potato « (K3 x D x SE) x 1.37 x 10 Sej/y 4.60 x 10
Ky x ExXSE) x I xL
x O x SP
D Diesel fuel 345 x 10" Sej/y T12 Soil erosion Kip x O x SP 291 x 10" Sej/y 7.40 x 102
E Electricity 6.77 x 101 Sej/y L Labor storage 7.20 x 101 Sej/y
. . Labor utilized for .
15 13 -3
M Machinery 3.09 x 10 Sej/y Ji3 sweet potato K3 x L x SP 3.60 x 10 Sej/y 3.47 x 10
Kig X RP x W x R %
(K1 x F x SE) x (Ky
Energy utilized by 13 . 9 Labor input for sweet x P x SE) 13 . 9
To sweet potato 255 x 108 Sej/y 859 x 10 Jia potato planting % (Ks % D x SE) x 288 x 101 Sej/y 9.69 x 10
Ky x ExXSE) x I x L
x O x SP
R Unused ener S 422 x 101 Sej/ J Machinery supplied for 4 \p . op 155 x 1012 Sej/y 2.38 x 1073
usec enetgy 0 ’ 9y 15 sweet potato growth 15 ’ 9y <
SP Sweet potato 1.44 x 10 Sej/y I Infrastructure value 9.59 x 101  Sej/y

biomass
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Table 3. Cont.
Functional . . . . . . .
Parameter Component Equation Emergy Unit Coefficient Parameter Component Function Emergy Unit Coefficient
Fertilizer supplied
J1 for sweet potato K; x F x SE 437 x 101 Sej/y 635 x 1071 Jye Taxes Kie x A/p2 7.00 x 101 Sej/y 1.19 x 1073
growth
Pesticide supplied .
I for sweet potato K x P x SE 215 x 1013 Sej/y 657 x 1071 iz New infrastructure Kiz x (Kis X MXCSE) 7 15 0 100 Sej/y 6.84 x 10-1
construction x (Kig x A/p2)
growth
Kig x RP x W X R x
Diesel fuel Infrastructure input for (>I<< }’iFS];() o
I3 supplied for sweet Kj x D x SE 4.60 x 10 Sej/y 6.35x 1071 Jig Py 5.50 x 101> Sej/y 1.85 x 1077
sweet potato planting x (K3 x D x SE) x
potato growth (Ky x E x SE) x I x L
x O x SP
Electricity
Ja supplied for sweet Ky x E x SE 9.23 x 10 Sej/y 649 x 1071 A Rural assets 7.06 x 10 Sej/y
potato growth
K5 x RP x W x
R x (Ky x F x
SE) x (Ky; x P x
Sweet potato SE) 13 . 9 Rural purchasing 1 . 4
J5 growth « (K x D x SE) 2.88 x 10 Sej/y 9.70 x 10 J19 services Kig x A 2.10 x 10 Sej/y 297 x 10
x (K4 x E x SE)
xIxLxOx
SP
Table 4. Components in energy flow model after land transfer.
Parameter Component g:ﬂ;?i(:;al Emergy Unit Coefficient Parameter Component Function Emergy Unit Coefficient
External ~ Energy input
Apples supplied to
15 ; pp pp 12 ; -2
S Solar energy 425 x 10 Sej/y Jo the market Ko x AE 8.16 x 10 Sej/y 8.00 x 10
Rainwater chemi- Degradation of
; 14 : 12 ; -2
RP cal potential 2.94 x 10 Sej/y J10 apple litter Kig x AE 5.00 x 10 Sej/y 4.90 x 10

energy
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Table 4. Cont.

Functional

Parameter Component Equation Emergy Unit Coefficient Parameter Component Function Emergy Unit Coefficient
W Wind energy 221 x 104 Sej/y FT Woodland vegetation 340 x 1015 Sej/y
biomass
Geothermal 12 . Kip X RP x W x R x 14 . 6
G energy 9.31 x 10 Sej/y J12 Growth of woodland O x FT 1.90 x 10 Sej/y 7.81 x 10
F Fertilizer 253 x 10 Sej/y T13 Output of woodland K3 x FT 2.00 x 10 Sej/y 5.88 x 102
Degradation of
;i 13 ; g 14 ; -2
P Pesticide 6.87 x 10 Sej/y J14 woodland litter Kig X FT 1.78 x 10 Sej/y 5.25 x 10
D Diesel fuel 617 x 101 Sej/y o Soil organic carbon 273 x 105 Sej/y
storage
. . Geothermal ener. .
: 14 gy 12 -1
E Electricity 7.56 x 10 Sej/y J16 absorbed by soil Kig x G 6.52 x 10 Sej/y 7.00 x 10
K17 X RP x W x R x
(K; x F x SE) x (K3
. . Soil nutrients absorbed x P x SE) . _
15 14 9
M Machinery 2.71 x 10 Sej/y J17 by apple « (Ky x D x SE) x 1.44 x 10 Sej/y 1.77 x 10
(Ks x E x SE) x NL
xIxLxOx AE
Soil nutrients absorbed ~ Kjg x RP x W x R x
. 15 . 18 14 ; -6
NL Foreign labor 6.72 x 10 Sej/y J1s by woodland O x FT 1.73 x 10 Sej/y 7.10 x 10
Ko X RP x W x
R x (Ky x F x SE)
Energy utilized X (K x P x SF)
To b 8Y x (Kg x D x SE)  1.06 x 101®  Sej/y 131 x 10710 Jyg Soil erosion Ky9 x O x AE x FT 1.00 x 10 Sej/y 5.52 x 1071
y apples
X (Kg x E x SE)
x NL x I x L x
O x AE
Energy utilized by K; X RP x W X 14 . 1 16 .
N1 woodland Rx O x FT 5.06 x 10 Sej/y 7.90 x 10 L Labor storage 1.39 x 10 Sej/y
R Unused energy SJo-T1 4.04 x 101 Sej/y T20 Labor utilizing apple Ky x L x AE 4,00 x 10 Sej/y 2.82 x 1073
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Table 4. Cont.
Parameter Component E:ﬂcattlizl;al Emergy Unit Coefficient Parameter Component Function Emergy Unit Coefficient
Ky x RP % W X R x
(K; x F x SE) x (K3
. . Labor input f P x SE . _
AE Apple biomass 1.02 x 10 Sej/y It a;pfer ;ﬂfr?ﬁnf;r . (KZ y ])) csEyx 121X 101 Sej/y 1491077
(Ks x E x SE) x NL
xIxLxO xAE
T Fertilizer supplies ¢ op 506 x 104 Sej/y 790 x10°1 1 Infrastructure value 124 x 106 Sej/y
for apple growth
Pesticide supplies 13 . 1 Machinery supplies for 12 . _3
Is for apple growth K3 % P X SE 1.26 x 108 Sej/y 7.26 x 10 T apple growth Kz x M x SE 135 x 1012 Sej/y 1.97 x 10
upplis £ Ky xDxSE 110 x 108  Sej/y 7.02 x 107! Government investment g p /0 752 x 101 Sej/y 6.29 x 10+
Ja supplies for 4 X DX 10 x ej/y 7.02 x J23 in infrastructure 23 p 52 x ej/y 629 X
apple growth
Electricity .
Js supplies for Ks x E x SE 1.37 x 10 Sej/y 718 x 1071 Jpy S)en";’tiﬂi?z:ucmre I><<2‘(1KX (I:ZZA >/< I\; X SE) a0 % 10° Sej/y 6.28 x 10!
apple growth B p
?XRPXXFV\LEE Kos x RP x W x R x
><>(<K(K3<P><SE)) (K, x F x SE) x (K3
3 .
Ts Apple growth x (Kg x Dx SE) 215x 10  Sej/y 2.65x 10710  Jps f};f;‘esziﬁ;fgmput for ' FKZ iE[)) cspy 671102 Sai/y 826x 101
(s B X SP) (Ks x E x SE) x NL
xIxLxOx AE
O x AE
Apples supplied 12 . 4 16 .
J7 to local labor K7 x AE x L 4.08 x 10 Sej/y 2.88 x 10 A Rural assets 1.43 x 10 Sej/y
Ts Apples supplied . \p 408 x 1012 Sej/y 400 x 1072 g Rural purchasing Kog X A 254 x 1012 Sej/y 1.77 x 10~

to tourists

services




Land 2023, 12,1070

13 of 24

3.3.2. Scenario Setting

Scenario analysis refers to exploring and constructing possible future trends and
conducting an in-depth analysis to judge their future development. Scenario simulation
can reflect future prospects under different plans and provide a practical reference for
decision-makers. In order to quantitatively evaluate the interactions among components in
the land transfer system and reveal the changes of components in the Lvzenong Planting
Company under different scenarios, according to the historical development background
of the Tai-hang Mountains in Hebei Province, we set up scenarios from the perspective of
investment behavior and land use change in which the scale of internal components of the
system was changed, so as to explore comprehensive land management and sustainable
development. First, in order to improve agricultural productivity, the government issued
a number of policies to significantly stimulate the growth of agricultural mechanization.
Through infrastructure investment, the specific role of agricultural mechanization in the
land transfer system can be explored. From the standpoint of financial gain, the output
value of the Lvzenong Planting Company after land transfer mainly depends on apple
cultivation, which occupies an important position in the land transfer system. Consequently,
we selected the infrastructure value system, apple planting system, and woodland system
as the objects to set the scenarios. Based on the above premise, we set up five scenarios, as
described in Table 5.

Table 5. Scenario setting.

Scenario After Land Transfer

Government investment (increased by 10%, while private
investment remained unchanged)

Private investment (increased by 10%, while government
investment remained unchanged)

Mixed investment (both government and private
investment increased by 5%)

Apple planting area and woodland area decreased by 5%
Apple planting area and woodland area increased by 5%

Investment behavior perspective

Land use change perspective

4. Results
4.1. Simulation of Energy Flow before and after Land Transfer

In the simulation, Lvzenong Planting Company mainly planted sweet potatoes before
land transfer. After three years of construction, the sweet potato planting areas are trans-
ferred to apple planting areas and woodland. Before and after land transfer, the biomass
of the sweet potato, apple, and woodland systems all show a general downward trend.
Before land transfer, the biomass of the sweet potato system increased slowly in the first
two years, then gradually decreased. After 38 years, with an average annual decrease of
2.76%, the biomass decreases to the minimum value. After land transfer, the biomass of
the apple system does not fluctuate considerably during the first 10 years, remaining at
1 x 10 sej, and then demonstrates a decreasing trend. After 44 years, the biomass reaches
the minimum value, with an average annual decline of 2.91% (Figure 4a). The biomass of
the woodland system shows a constant downward trend, with a gradually slowing rate of
decline. After 58 years, with an average annual decrease of 1.72%, the biomass decreases to
the minimum value (Figure 4b). Soil organic carbon storage declines sharply in the 22 years
before land transfer, with an average annual decrease of 3.67%, and then recovers slowly.
After land transfer, soil organic carbon storage decreases rapidly in the first 20 years, at an
average annual rate of 4.06%, followed by a steady decline, reaching a steady state after
about 70 years (Figure 4c).



Land 2023, 12,1070

14 of 24

The biomass of sweet potato system/10'Sej

Rural assets/10'4Sej

%Y

=

Soil organic carbon storage/10'*Sej

N

=

=
%

e
N

N
IS

et
15

4
=

o
=

W

<

wn

e

71

70

69

68

67

66

e===Sweet Potato e Apple emmmSweet Potato essswoodland

F 35

08,0 1/woysAs ajdde jo sseworq ay I,

Tthe biomass of sweet potato system/10'Sej
139G, 01/W)SAS PUBIPOOA JO SSEWIOI] Y |,

ro.2
s
T T T T T T T T T 0.0 T T T 7 T T T T -0
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 9 100
Time/year Time/year
a b
30 76 140

es=mBefore land transfer
e A fter land transfer

e==mBefore land transfer
=== After land transfer

@
®

2 75
) 136
ag 3 -
® 74 A
: 2 e
6 =
s 3 2
S 873 1 132 §
s 5 i
- % n 130%
=3 4 =~
S = =
= e =
8 =2 128 =
ag E] «n
<8 - 71 4 &.
= 126
=
@
L. 70 T T T T T T T T ™ 124
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Time/year Time/year
c d
235 96.0 123.6
@ Before land transfer " es=mBefore land transfer
e After land transfer e A fter land transfer L 123.4
95.9
200 ‘T =
1232 2
4 ‘qj E
= > 958
£ = 1230 3
@
| 165 CA- E
B 957 r 1228 2
[ ‘Q_) o
| 1302 3 1226 8
= T 96 s
= E [
7 F1224 =
. 95 & 8 .. <
& 955 73
= 1222 &
T T T T T T T T ™ 60 95.4 T T T T T T T T T ™ 122.0
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Time/year Time/year
e f

Figure 4. Energy changes of system components before and after land transfer. (a) the biomass of
sweet potato system and apple system, (b) the biomass of sweet potato system and woodland system,
(c) soil organic carbon storage, (d) labor storage, (e) rural assets, (f) infrastructure value.

Before land transfer, labor storage gradually increased, reaching a steady state of
74.61 x 10 sej after about 30 years, with an average annual increase of 0.12%. After land
transfer, a large amount of foreign labor is attracted to the area to obtain employment.
The initial value of labor storage is much higher than that of the original labor storage
before land transfer. Labor storage shows a gradual downward trend, reaching a steady
state of 129.98 x 10'* sej after about 20 years, with an average annual decrease of 0.32%
(Figure 4d). Before land transfer, rural assets do not fluctuate considerably during the first
10 years, remaining at 70.6 x 10'* sej, and then slowly declining, with an average annual
decrease of 0.04%. Rural assets are much higher after land transfer than before. Rural assets
show a steady upward trend, reaching a stable state of 170 x 10'* sej after about 30 years
(Figure 4e). Before and after land transfer, infrastructure value decreases steadily to a stable
state, but infrastructure value is much higher after land transfer than before. The decline



Land 2023, 12,1070

15 of 24

rate is higher before than after land transfer. Infrastructure value reaches a stable state of
95.6 x 10'* sej in the 25th year before land transfer and 122.6 x 10'* sej in the 30th year
after land transfer (Figure 4f).

Before land transfer, farmers’ income decreased gradually, and many farmers went
to work in cities, leaving sweet potato planting areas abandoned. Due to the gradual
abandonment of the planting areas, the biomass of the sweet potato system shows a
continuous downward trend. A large part of the nutrients required for sweet potato growth
come from the soil. At the initial stage, the rate of soil organic carbon obtaining energy from
litter degradation is lower than the rate required for sweet potato growth, which leads to the
continuous reduction of soil organic carbon storage. With the further abandonment of sweet
potato planting areas, the ecological environment is restored, soil organic matter increases
slowly, and soil organic carbon storage increases. Due to the desertion of these areas, there
is a surplus supply of labor, and the input rate is much greater than the consumption rate,
resulting in an increase in labor storage. Due to the decreased crop income, rural collective
assets continue to decrease. Although the consumption of infrastructure slows down due
to the reduction of sweet potato system energy, the supply of infrastructure also decreases
due to the reduced rural collective assets. The supply reduction rate is higher than the
consumption reduction rate, which leads to decreased infrastructure value.

After land transfer, farmers’ income increases significantly, attracting a large amount of
labor for employment and significantly increasing rural collective assets. Due to the continu-
ous construction of apple planting areas, the amount of apple planting continues to increase.
However, the land productivity is limited, and the system has difficulty continuously provid-
ing sufficient growth conditions, thus apple system energy shows a downward trend after
the 10th year. The continuous increase in apple planting damages the ecological environment
deteriorates soil erosion, and reduces nutrients obtained by woodland growth, leading to a
continuous decline in woodland system energy. Since a large part of the nutrients required for
apple growth come from the soil, soil organic carbon storage decreases rapidly at the initial
stage. With decreased apple system biomass, the decline of soil organic carbon storage gradu-
ally slows down. As apple planting areas are under construction, labor and infrastructure
construction demand increase. The input rate is less than the consumption rate, resulting in
reduced labor storage and infrastructure value.

Opverall, after land transfer, Lvzenong Planting Company provides many jobs through
the introduction of projects and industrial upgrading. It attracts a large amount of foreign
labor, and local labor is only a part of the total labor. With the new apple planting technology,
the crop income is much higher than before land transfer, which increases farmers’ income
and expands rural collective assets. The economic benefits of land transfer are obvious.

4.2. Scenario Analysis after Land Transfer
4.2.1. Simulation Based on Perspective of Investment Behavior

In the simulation, Lvzenong Planting Company transfers sweet potato planting areas
to apple planting areas and woodland. We analyzed the degree of interaction among com-
ponents in the system after land transfer from the perspective of four investment behaviors:
no investment, government investment, private investment, and mixed investment. The
biomass of the apple system increases significantly in the first 10 years under the private in-
vestment and mixed investment scenarios, with peak values of 1.36 x 10'4 and 1.18 x 10
sej, respectively. Under the no investment and government investment scenarios, the
biomass of the apple system does not change significantly in the first 10 years, and then
decreases steadily, reaching a minimum value after 45 years (Figure 5a). The biomass of the
woodland system always shows a downward trend, and does not change significantly with
the change of investment scenario (Figure 5b). Under the four scenarios, soil organic carbon
storage decreases rapidly in the first 20 years, showing the fastest decline in the private
investment scenario, with an average annual decline of 4.47%. It fluctuates smoothly in
the following 30 years, and then declines slowly again after 50 years, and reaches a steady
state after 60 years (Figure 5c). The changing direction of labor storage is basically the
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same, showing a gradual downward trend, reaching a stable state after about 20 years.
Among the four steady-state values, the lowest is 126.6 x 10 sej for the private investment
scenario, followed by 127.8 x 10'* sej for the mixed investment scenario (Figure 5d). The
changes in rural assets in the four scenarios are basically consistent, showing a steady
increase trend and reaching a steady state of 170 x 10 sej after about 30 years (Figure 5e).
Infrastructure value under the government investment and mixed investment scenarios
shows a rapid growth trend, with an average annual growth of 1.69 and 0.63%. The growth
rate is higher in the government investment scenario than in the mixed investment scenario.
Under the no investment and private investment scenarios, infrastructure value steadily
declines to a steady state of 122.63 x 10!* and 122.39 x 10 sej, respectively, with a small

change (Figure 5f).
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Figure 5. Energy changes of system components based on the perspective of investment behavior.

(a) the biomass of apple system, (b) the biomass of woodland system, (c) soil organic carbon storage,

(d) labor storage, (e) rural assets, (f) infrastructure value.

Government investment behavior directly affects infrastructure development, and in-
creased government investment will drive the rate of infrastructure addition well beyond
the rate of infrastructure consumption in apple planting areas, resulting in a significant in-
crease in infrastructure value. Increased private investment will directly increase the value
of purchased services and indirectly affect the value of infrastructure after interacting with
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machinery, causing the highest significant initial increase in the biomass of the apple system,
and a significant increase in the demand for labor, and further accelerating the rate of labor
consumption, leading to a rapid and large decrease in labor storage. The mixed investment
scenario has increased government and private investment in equal proportions. However,
government investment will act directly on infrastructure, while the impact of private invest-
ment on infrastructure is indirect. Even though the same proportion of new investment is
added in both types of investment, it still causes the infrastructure value change trend to
be biased toward the trend under government investment behavior, so the infrastructure
value increases less. Private investment will positively affect the biomass of the apple system
and negatively affect infrastructure value. Government and mixed investment behavior will
positively affect infrastructure value. Any type of investment behavior has a negative impact
on soil organic carbon storage and labor storage, with private investment behavior having the
most significant negative impact. Woodland system biomass and rural assets do not change
significantly with changes in investment behavior.

4.2.2. Simulation Based on the Perspective of Land Use Change

In the simulation, Lvzenong Planting Company transfers sweet potato planting areas
to apple planting areas and woodland. We analyzed the interactive relationship between
components in the system after land transfer from the perspective of land use change.

When the apple planting areas are increased, the apple system biomass rapidly increases
to the maximum value of 0.91 x 10' sej in the ninth year, and then decreases to a steady
state. When the apple planting areas are reduced, the biomass sharply declines in the first
10 years and then decreases at a slower rate (Figure 6a). With an increase in apple planting
areas, the biomass of the woodland system decreases sharply. When the apple planting areas
are decreased, the woodland system biomass decreases slowly (Figure 6b). With all three land
use types, soil organic carbon storage first decreases rapidly and then slowly reaches a steady
state. Under the scenario of reducing apple planting areas and increasing woodland areas, the
steady-state value is the highest of 4.8 x 10'* sej (Figure 6c). When the apple planting areas
are increased, labor storage rapidly declines, then slowly rises to a steady state of 132 x 104
sej after 15 years. With reduced apple planting areas, labor storage continues to decline,
reaching a steady state of 118.6 x 10! sej after 60 years (Figure 6d). With all three types of
land use, rural assets rise slowly, and increase faster after apple planting areas are reduced.
The highest steady state of rural assets is 220 x 10'4 sej (Figure 6e). Infrastructure value shows
a downward trend, and declines faster after apple planting areas are reduced, reaching a
steady state of 121.9 x 10'* sej after 60 years (Figure 6f).

From the perspective of land use change, the change trends of components in the
system after land transfer are generally consistent, except for the biomass of the apple
system and labor storage. However, the change in direction and amplitude are completely
different from the initial state. Increasing apple planting requires more labor, which
increases the labor consumption rate, so the initial labor storage declines rapidly. After
9 years, the apple system biomass begins to decline, and the labor demand decreases. Labor
storage slowly recovers after the 14th year and reaches a stable state after 30 years. The
increased apple cultivation brings economic benefits to the rural collective and increases
the income level of farmers while increasing the village’s collective assets, but the increase
in rural assets is less than that in the scenario with reduced apple planting areas. This
indicates that increasing the apple planting areas by 5% and reducing the woodland areas
by 5% may not be the best way to increase the economic benefits for Lvzenong Planting
Company. The current amount of apple planting is no longer the best choice for maximizing
benefits. Therefore, expanding the apple orchards while reducing woodland areas would
positively affect the biomass of the apple system, labor storage, and infrastructure value
and negatively affect the biomass of the woodland system, soil organic carbon storage, and
rural assets.
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Figure 6. Energy changes of system components based on the perspective of land use change. (a) the
biomass of apple system, (b) the biomass of woodland system, (c) soil organic carbon storage, (d) labor
storage, (e) rural assets, (f) infrastructure value.

4.3. Simulation of Ecosystem Service Change in Land Transfer

A dynamic evaluation of ecosystem services can accurately represent changes in
ecological benefits. Land transfer will lead to changes in land use type and intensity,
impacting the value of ecosystem services by affecting ecosystem patterns, processes, and
functions. The analysis of changes in ecosystem services induced by the land transfer
of Lvzenong Planting Company has crucial implications for formulating land transfer
management policies in Tai-hang Mountains, Hebei Province.

Using the value equivalent factor in unit area method, Xie et al. developed a method for
dynamic evaluation of Chinese terrestrial ecosystem service value. They produced a table
of ecosystem service value equivalent per unit area [52]. Four types of ecosystem services
are included in the table: (1) provisioning services, (2) regulating services, (3) supporting
services, and (4) cultural services. In this study, we simulated the value of ecosystem services
of Lvzenong Planting Company in the next 100 years based on an energy flow model of the
land transfer system combined with the equivalence table constructed by Xie et al.

According to the analysis of Table 6, the total value of ecosystem services of Lvzenong Plant-
ing Company before land transfer is RMB 324,950.55 x 10%, 154,815.03 x 10%,35,338.31 x 10*,
and 2256.60 x 10* in years 0, 10, 20, and 100, respectively. The total value decreases by RMB
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170,135.52 x 10* (—52.36%) in years 0-10, RMB 289,612.24 x 10* (—89.13%) in years 0-20,
and RMB 322,693.95 x 10* (—52.36%) in years 0-100. In terms of the four ecosystem service
types, the value of provisioning, regulating, supporting, and cultural services decreases
by RMB 56,777.80 x 10%, 157,262.24 x 10%, 101,709.87 x 10*, and 6944.05 x 10%, respec-
tively, in years 0-100. After land transfer, the total value of ecosystem services is RMB
2,507,815.88 x 10%,1,271,629.65 x 10%,473,149.72 x 10, and 8955.55 x 10* in year 0, 10, 20,
and 100, respectively. The total value decreases by RMB 1,236,186.22 x 10* (—49.29%) in
years 0-10, 2,034,666.16 x 10* (—81.13%) in years 0-20, and 2,498,860.33 x 10* (—99.64%)
in years 0-100. The value of provisioning, regulating, supporting, and cultural services
decreases from 0 to 100 years by RMB 307,414.15 x 10%,1,257,851.40 x 10%, 760,711.47 x 10%,
and 172,883.30 x 10*, respectively.

The total ecosystem services value and the value of the four services of Lvzenong
Planting Company are much higher after than before land transfer. The total value of
ecosystem services in the region before land transfer decreases by 97.68% after 30 years,
and the ecological service capacity provided by the sweet potato system is almost lost after
40 years. The total value of ecosystem services in the region after land transfer decreases
by about 93.83% after 30 years, and the capacity of ecological services provided by apple
and woodland ecosystems is almost lost after 40 years. The greatest decrease in total value
is observed in the first 10 years for the increased apple planting scenario (—66.09%) and
the smallest decrease in total value is observed in the decreased apple planting scenario
(—19.55%). The least decrease in total value is observed in the decreased apple planting
scenario from 0 to 100 years (—99.03%). In terms of the four ecosystem service types, the
value of each service shows a trend of slight increase and then decrease in the first few
years before land transfer, and the value of each service keeps decreasing after land transfer.

As shown in Figure 7, the proportions of the four types of ecosystem services in the
seven states were analyzed, and it can be found that the changing trend of the proportion
of provisioning and supporting services is the same (except in the mixed investment state),
with the proportion increasing after land transfer in the government investment state,
increasing then decreasing then increasing again in the private investment state, increasing
then decreasing in the increased apple planting state, and decreasing then increasing
in the decreased apple planting state. In the mixed investment state, the proportion of
provisioning service increases then decreases, then increases again, and the proportion
of supporting service increases. The change trend of the proportion of regulating and
cultural service is exactly the same, but the change direction is exactly opposite to that of
provisioning service. Land transfer behavior decreases the proportion of provisioning and
supporting services, with a greater decrease in the former, and increases the proportion of
regulating and cultural services, with a greater increase in the latter. Private investment
behavior leads to a faster increase in the proportion of provisioning and supporting services
and a faster decrease in the proportion of regulating and cultural services.
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Table 6. Changes in ecosystem services value of Lvzenong Planting Company.
Ecosystem Services Value Year Before Land After Land Government Private Mixed Increased Decreased
(RMB 10,000) Transfer Transfer Investment Investment Investment Apple Planting Apple Planting
Year 0 57,174.84 308,599.73 308,599.73 308,599.73 308,599.73 308,599.73 308,599.73
Provisioning value Year 10 27,239.61 161,073.63 162,644.23 164,863.59 164,302.32 114,696.83 246,151.49
Year 20 6217.75 60,188.81 60,413.47 53,774.03 56,889.57 26,704.56 173,246.90
Year 100 397.05 1185.58 1185.58 1185.58 1185.58 1185.58 2991.54
Year 0 158,361.98 1,262,333.97 1,262,333.97 1,262,333.97 1,262,333.97 1,262,333.97 1,262,333.97
Regulating value Year 10 75,447 .83 638,696.47 642,243.87 637,596.83 641,495.61 425,058.61 1,016,125.08
Year 20 17,221.83 237,569.44 236,584.64 210,257.46 222,472 .86 94,104.45 711,929.47
Year 100 1099.74 4482 .56 4482.56 4482 .56 4482.56 4482 .56 12,230.18
Year 0 102,421.12 763,454.81 763,454.81 763,454.81 763,454.81 763,454.81 763,454.81
Supporting value Year 10 48,796.13 388,056.74 390,455.35 388,852.54 390,665.44 260,955.20 613,735.84
Year 20 11,138.28 144,440.83 144,012.73 128,016.98 135,451.34 58,245.41 430,285.47
Year 100 711.26 2743.34 2743.34 2743.34 2743.34 2743.34 7397.36
Year 0 6992.61 173,427.37 173,427.37 173,427.37 173,427.37 173,427.37 173,427.37
Year 10 3331.46 83,802.82 83,727.65 80,405.65 82,152.46 49,772.67 141,407.65
Cultural value Year 20 760.44 30,950.64 30,443.12 26,988.71 28,563.56 9970.25 98,446.59
Year 100 48.56 544.07 544.07 544.07 544.07 544.07 1678.93
Year 0 324,950.55 2,507,815.88 2,507,815.88 2,507,815.88 2,507,815.88 2,507,815.88 2,507,815.88
Year 10 154,815.03 1,271,629.65 1,279,071.10 1,271,718.61 1,278,615.82 850,483.31 2,017,420.06
Total value Year 20 35,338.31 473,149.72 471,453.96 419,037.18 443 377.34 189,024.67 1,413,908.43
Year 100 2256.60 8955.55 8955.55 8955.55 8955.55 8955.55 24,298.01
Year 0-10 —52.36% —49.29% —49.00% —49.29% —49.01% —66.09% —19.55%
Change rate of total value Year 0-20 —89.13% —81.13% —81.20% —83.29% —82.32% —92.46% —43.62%
Year 0-100 —99.31% —99.64% —99.64% —99.64% —99.64% —99.64% —99.03%
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Figure 7. Proportions of four types of ecosystem services. (a) provisioning value, (b) regulating value,
(c) supporting value, (d) cultural value.

5. Discussion

Land transfer can improve farmers’ income while helping the development of the agricul-
tural scale, which is consistent with the research results of Peng et al. [53]. Moreover, this paper
also concludes that land transfer can effectively integrate labor resources. This is because,
by transferring the right to operate the land to other farmers and economic organizations,
land transfer avoids problems such as wasted labor and idle land while allowing farmers
to completely remove themselves from the farm and devote themselves to other work. Fan
and Wang believe that infrastructure construction is of great significance to standardize the
government’s investment and improve the utilization efficiency of financial capital in rural
infrastructure construction [54], which is similar to the conclusion of this study. The effect of
agricultural mechanization on labor storage after land transfer is also significant. This is due
to the new infrastructure formed by the government’s investment in the land transfer process,
as manifested by new agricultural machinery and equipment. The input of new infrastructure
will increase the demand for labor in apple cultivation and further decrease labor storage. The
results obtained by Zhou and Ma confirm this finding [55].

In the context of comprehensively promoting rural revitalization, this study combines
energy systems language and the emergy approach to build an energy flow model of
land transfer, which reveals the energy flow relationship among the components of the
system in the land transfer process and reflects the complex ecological processes within
the system and the interactions among the components and helps to quantify the complex
ecological and socioeconomic benefits brought by land transfer. In a broad sense, it provides
suggestions for land transfer in the Tai-hang Mountain area of Hebei Province, as well as a
reference for other regions with similar characteristics throughout the country, contributing
to the realization of high-quality development in China.

6. Conclusions

In this work, we simulated the state of resource storage and energy flow in the land
transfer process based on the energy systems language model, and the main conclusions
are as follows:

1. The impact of the land transfer on the rural economy is first manifested in increased
farmers’ income; second, land transfer is conducive to the development of the agricul-
tural scale, through which the rural economy can be mobilized to achieve a greater
scope of resource integration, which again can be an effective integration of rural labor



Land 2023, 12,1070

22 of 24

resources. Ultimately, the value of rural assets and infrastructure after land transfer is
much higher than before the transfer.

2. Government investment behavior directly affects infrastructure construction. Private
investment behavior indirectly affects infrastructure value by increasing the amount
of purchased services and reacting with machinery, leading to the trend of changing
infrastructure value in favor of the trend under government investment behavior.
When the level of agricultural mechanization of Lvzenong Planting Company is
increased by 20%, the value of infrastructure still shows a decreasing trend. It slows
down by 0.0457 and 0.0211% before and after land transfer, respectively.

3.  Expanding apple orchards while reducing woodland areas will positively affect the
biomass of the apple system and the value of labor storage and infrastructure and
negatively affect the biomass of the woodland system, soil organic carbon storage,
and rural assets.

4. Land transfer behavior will reduce the share of provisioning and supporting services
and increase the share of regulating and cultural services.

Based on the above discussion and conclusions, this paper has some policy impli-
cations: (1) Land transfer should be actively publicized to further deepen farmers’ un-
derstanding of rural land ownership and transfer procedures, promote land transfer, and
realize efficient use of rural land. (2) The government should promulgate corresponding
policies and regulations to regulate land transfer and protect farmers’ rights and interests.
(3) Financial support for land transfer should be increased, with a focus on cultivating
and supporting leading agricultural enterprises, and support should be given to project
construction in terms of financial support, marketing platform construction, etc., for various
business entities with a strong drive, market competitiveness, and demonstration ability.

The land transfer model based on Odum’s energy systems language and the emer-gy
approach integrates multiple ecosystems and socioeconomic systems and breaks through
the limitations of current studies that focus on a single ecosystem or socioeco-nomic system,
and the assessment results are more scientific. However, this study still has shortcomings,
which will need to be addressed in the future. From the perspective of system components,
for the convenience of model construction, this study did not consider other land use types
and only considered the land types mainly involved in the land transfer process in the
study area. The land transfer process of Lvzenong Planting Company mainly involved
the sweet potato plantation area, apple plantation area, and woodland. In contrast, the
main land use types in the Tai-hang Mountains are cropland and grassland, followed by
woodland and construction land. The model does not consider the influence of grassland
and construction land on the energy flow in the study area. Moreover, to simplify the
socioeconomic system involved in the process of land transfer, only the economic market
was taken as a place for commodity and capital exchange, and the influence of the financial
market on land transfer was not considered. The components of the system could be further
enriched in the future by introducing more kinds of ecosystems and socioeconomic systems
to explore the energy flow process of land transfer in the Tai-hang Mountains.

Exploring the complex energy flow within the land transfer system will help to
provide a reference for the direction of land system reform in poverty-stricken areas and lay
a solid foundation for sustainable agricultural development and rural revitalization. Future
research needs to further improve the composition of the land transfer system, introduce
more components, explore better development modes of land transfer, and further improve
the performance of land transfer and the efficiency of the sustainable use of land resources.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, W.F. and W.Y.; methodology, W.F. and W.Y.; software, W.Y,;
validation, W.Y.; formal analysis, W.F. and W.Y.; data curation, W.E,, W.Y. and K.C.; writing—original
draft preparation, W.Y.; writing—review and editing, W.E. and W.Y,; visualization, W.Y.; supervision,
W.E, W.Y. and K.C.; project administration, W.F. and W.Y. All authors have read and agreed to the
published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Hebei Social Science Fund Project (HB20GLO031).



Land 2023, 12,1070 23 of 24

References

1. Song, M.; Wu, Y.; Chen, L. Does the Land Titling Program Promote Rural Housing Land Transfer in China? Evidence from
Household Surveys in Hubei Province. Land Use Policy 2020, 97, 104701. [CrossRef]

2. Unger, E.-M,; Bennett, R.; Lemmen, C.; de Zeeuw, K.; Zevenbergen, J.; Teo, C.; Crompvoets, J. Global Policy Transfer for Land
Administration and Disaster Risk Management. Land Use Policy 2020, 99, 104834. [CrossRef]

3. Kong, X; Liu, Y,; Jiang, P; Tian, Y.; Zou, Y. A Novel Framework for Rural Homestead Land Transfer under Collective Ownership
in China. Land Use Policy 2018, 78, 138-146. [CrossRef]

4. Li, Y;; Shao, X.; Tao, Z.; Yuan, H. How Local Leaders Matter: Inter-Provincial Leadership Transfers and Land Transactions in
China. J. Comp. Econ. 2022, 50, 196-220. [CrossRef]

5. Jiali, W.; Yanfang, L.; Xiaoling, Z. Conflict in Informal Rural Construction Land Transfer Practices in China: A Case of Hubei.
Land Use Policy 2021, 109, 105573. [CrossRef]

6. Kan, K. Creating Land Markets for Rural Revitalization: Land Transfer, Property Rights and Gentrification in China. J. Rural Stud.
2021, 81, 68-77. [CrossRef]

7. Yuan, X,; Du, W,; Wei, X; Ying, Y.; Shao, Y.; Hou, R. Quantitative Analysis of Research on China’s Land Transfer System. Land Use
Policy 2018, 74, 301-308. [CrossRef]

8.  Rogers, S.; Wilmsen, B.; Han, X.; Wang, Z.].-H.; Duan, Y.; He, J.; Li, J.; Lin, W.; Wong, C. Scaling up Agriculture? The Dynamics of
Land Transfer in Inland China. World Dev. 2021, 146, 105563. [CrossRef]

9. Fei, R; Lin, Z.; Chunga, J. How Land Transfer Affects Agricultural Land Use Efficiency: Evidence from China’s Agricultural
Sector. Land Use Policy 2021, 103, 105300. [CrossRef]

10. Jiang, G.; Wang, M.; Qu, Y.; Zhou, D.; Ma, W. Towards Cultivated Land Multifunction Assessment in China: Applying the
“Influencing Factors-Functions-Products-Demands” Integrated Framework. Land Use Policy 2020, 99, 104982. [CrossRef]

11. Liu, Z.; Rommel, J.; Feng, S.; Hanisch, M. Can Land Transfer through Land Cooperatives Foster Off-Farm Employment in China?
China Econ. Rev. 2017, 45, 35-44. [CrossRef]

12. Zhou, C; Liang, Y,; Fuller, A. Tracing Agricultural Land Transfer in China: Some Legal and Policy Issues. Land 2021, 10, 58. [CrossRef]

13. Tan, R.; Wang, R.; Heerink, N. Liberalizing Rural-to-Urban Construction Land Transfers in China: Distribution Effects. China
Econ. Rev. 2020, 60, 101147. [CrossRef]

14. Li, C;Jiao, Y;; Sun, T,; Liu, A. Alleviating Multi-Dimensional Poverty through Land Transfer: Evidence from Poverty-Stricken
Villages in China. China Econ. Rev. 2021, 69, 101670. [CrossRef]

15.  Sun, X,; Li, Q. Study on the poverty reduction effect and heterogeneity of land transfer from multi-dimensional perspective—Based
on the analysis of CFPS2018 micro data. Chin. J. Agric. Resour. Reg. Plan. 2022, 43, 259-268. (In Chinese)

16. Zhang, L.; Feng, S.; Heerink, N.; Qu, E; Kuyvenhoven, A. How Do Land Rental Markets Affect Household Income? Evidence
from Rural Jiangsu, P.R. China. Land Use Policy 2018, 74, 151-165. [CrossRef]

17. Deng, Y.; Guo, Y.; Zhu, J. Land transfer, increase of farmer’s income and income inequality. Rural Econ. 2021, 464, 33-40.
(In Chinese)

18. Zhang, Y.; Halder, P.; Zhang, X.; Qu, M. Analyzing the Deviation between Farmers’ Land Transfer Intention and Behavior in
China’s Impoverished Mountainous Area: A Logistic-ISM Model Approach. Land Use Policy 2020, 94, 104534. [CrossRef]

19. Deininger, K.; Xia, F. Assessing the Long-Term Performance of Large-Scale Land Transfers: Challenges and Opportunities in
Malawi’s Estate Sector. World Dev. 2018, 104, 281-296. [CrossRef]

20. Tang, P; Yang, S.; Shen, J.; Fu, S. Does China’s Low-Carbon Pilot Programme Really Take off? Evidence from Land Transfer of
Energy-Intensive Industry. Energy Policy 2018, 114, 482-491. [CrossRef]

21. Liu, Y; Yan, B.; Wang, Y.; Zhou, Y. Will Land Transfer Always Increase Technical Efficiency in China?—A Land Cost Perspective.
Land Use Policy 2019, 82, 414-421. [CrossRef]

22. Su, B,; Li, Y; Li, L; Wang, Y. How Does Nonfarm Employment Stability Influence Farmers” Farmland Transfer Decisions?
Implications for China’s Land Use Policy. Land Use Policy 2018, 74, 66-72. [CrossRef]

23. Lu, X, Jiang, X.; Gong, M. How Land Transfer Marketization Influence on Green Total Factor Productivity from the Approach of
Industrial Structure? Evidence from China. Land Use Policy 2020, 95, 104610. [CrossRef]

24. Yang, H.; Huang, K.; Deng, X.; Xu, D. Livelihood Capital and Land Transfer of Different Types of Farmers: Evidence from Panel
Data in Sichuan Province, China. Land 2021, 10, 532. [CrossRef]

25. Ye, C.; Zheng, S.; Gu, E. Positive effect of village debt on land transfer: Evidence from county-level panel data of village finance in
Zhejiang Province. PLoS ONE 2021, 16, €0255072. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Cao, H.; Zhu, X.; Heijman, W.; Zhao, K. The Impact of Land Transfer and Farmers” Knowledge of Farmland Protection Policy on
pro-Environmental Agricultural Practices: The Case of Straw Return to Fields in Ningxia, China. J. Clean. Prod. 2020, 277, 123701.
[CrossRef]

27. Wang, B.; Li, E; Feng, S.; Shen, T. Transfer of Development Rights, Farmland Preservation, and Economic Growth: A Case Study

Data Availability Statement: The data is available from the corresponding author on reasonable request.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

of Chongqing’s Land Quotas Trading Program. Land Use Policy 2020, 95, 104611. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104701
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104834
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2018.06.046
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jce.2021.09.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2021.105573
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2020.08.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2018.01.038
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2021.105563
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2021.105300
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104982
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2017.06.002
https://doi.org/10.3390/land10010058
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2018.01.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chieco.2021.101670
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2017.09.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104534
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.11.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2017.12.032
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2018.12.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2017.09.053
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104610
https://doi.org/10.3390/land10050532
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0255072
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34329315
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.123701
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104611

Land 2023, 12,1070 24 of 24

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

Gao, J.; Song, G.; Sun, X. Does Labor Migration Affect Rural Land Transfer? Evidence from China. Land Use Policy 2020, 99,
105096. [CrossRef]

Wang, W.; Gong, J.; Wang, Y.; Shen, Y. Exploring the Effects of Rural Site Conditions and Household Livelihood Capitals on
Agricultural Land Transfers in China. Land Use Policy 2021, 108, 105523. [CrossRef]

Jiang, X.; Lu, X,; Liu, Q.; Chang, C.; Qu, L. The Effects of Land Transfer Marketization on the Urban Land Use Efficiency: An
Empirical Study Based on 285 Cities in China. Ecol. Indic. 2021, 132, 108296. [CrossRef]

Leng, Z.; Wang, Y.; Hou, X. Structural and Efficiency Effects of Land Transfers on Food Planting: A Comparative Perspective on
North and South of China. Sustainability 2021, 13, 3327. [CrossRef]

Li, B.; Shen, Y. Effects of Land Transfer Quality on the Application of Organic Fertilizer by Large-Scale Farmers in China. Land
Use Policy 2021, 100, 105124. [CrossRef]

Li, J.; Sun, Z. Does the Transfer of State-Owned Land-Use Rights Promote or Restrict Urban Development? Land Use Policy 2021,
100, 104945. [CrossRef]

Lu, H.; Xie, H. Impact of Changes in Labor Resources and Transfers of Land Use Rights on Agricultural Non-Point Source
Pollution in Jiangsu Province, China. J. Environ. Manag. 2018, 207, 134-140. [CrossRef]

Cao, Y.; Zou, J.; Fang, X.; Wang, J.; Cao, Y.; Li, G. Effect of Land Tenure Fragmentation on the Decision-Making and Scale of
Agricultural Land Transfer in China. Land Use Policy 2020, 99, 104996. [CrossRef]

Xu, D; Yong, Z.; Deng, X.; Zhuang, L.; Qing, C. Rural-Urban Migration and Its Effect on Land Transfer in Rural China. Land 2020,
9, 81. [CrossRef]

Wang, H.; Lu, S.; Lu, B.; Nie, X. Overt and Covert: The Relationship between the Transfer of Land Development Rights and
Carbon Emissions. Land Use Policy 2021, 108, 105665. [CrossRef]

Zhang, M.; Tan, S.; Zhang, Y.; He, J.; Ni, Q. Does Land Transfer Promote the Development of New-Type Urbanization? New
Evidence from Urban Agglomerations in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River. Ecol. Indic. 2022, 136, 108705. [CrossRef]
Yang, X.; Liu, X. Carbon Conduction Effect and Temporal-Spatial Difference Caused by Land Type Transfer in Chang-Zhu-Tan
Urban Agglomeration from 1995 to 2018. Acta Ecol. Sin. 2022, 42, 338-347. [CrossRef]

Fan, X;; Qiu, S.; Sun, Y. Land Finance Dependence and Urban Land Marketization in China: The Perspective of Strategic Choice
of Local Governments on Land Transfer. Land Use Policy 2020, 99, 105023. [CrossRef]

Lu, N.; Wei, H.; Fan, W.; Xu, Z.; Wang, X.; Xing, K.; Dong, X.; Viglia, S.; Ulgiati, S. Multiple Influences of Land Transfer in the
Integration of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region in China. Ecol. Indic. 2018, 90, 101-111. [CrossRef]

Yin, G.; Lin, Z; Jiang, X.; Yan, H.; Wang, X. Spatiotemporal differentiations of arable land use intensity—A comparative study of
two typical grain producing regions in northern and southern China. J. Clean. Prod. 2018, 208, 1159-1170. [CrossRef]

Edrisi, S.; Sahiba, S.; Chen, B.; Abhilash, P. Emergy-based sustainability analysis of bioenergy production from marginal and
degraded lands of India. Ecol. Model. 2022, 466, 109903. [CrossRef]

Hu, J.; Lyu, J.; Zhang, X. Evaluating Agricultural Sustainability and Green GDP in China: An Emergy Analysis. Int. |. Environ.
Res. Public Health. 2022, 19, 16735. [CrossRef]

Tilley, D.; Brown, M. Dynamic emergy accounting for assessing the environmental benefits of subtropical wetland stormwater
management systems. Ecol. Model. 2006, 192, 327-361. [CrossRef]

Elmer, C.; Julio, E; José, M.; Enrique, O. Systems models to evaluate eutrophication in the Broa Reservoir, Sao Carlos, Brazil. Ecol.
Model. 2007, 202, 518-526.

Li, L,; Tilley, D.; Lu, H.; Ren, H.; Qiu, G. Comparison of an energy systems mini-model to a process-based eco-physiological
model for simulating forest growth. Ecol. Model. 2013, 263, 32—41. [CrossRef]

Xu, Z.; Fan, W,; Dong, X.; Wang, X.; Liu, Y.; Xue, H.; Klemes, ]. Analysis of the functional orientation of agricultural systems from
the perspective of resource circulation. J. Clean. Prod. 2020, 258, 120642. [CrossRef]

Odum, H.T.; Odum, E.C. Energy Basis for Man and Nature; McGraw-Hill Book Company: New York, NY, USA, 1976.

Odum, H.T.; Odum, E.C. Modelling for All Scales: An Introduction to System Simulation; Academic Press: Salt Lake City, UT, USA, 2000.
Song, Z.; Duan, Y.; Luan, W.; Bi, P. Spatial distribution of organic and inorganic carbon and estimation of soil carbon storage in
surface soil of Hebei Plain, China. J. Arid Land Resour. Environ. 2014, 28, 97-102. (In Chinese)

Xie, G.; Zhang, C.; Zhang, L.; Chen, W,; Li, S. Improvement of the evaluation method for ecosystem service value based on per
unit area. J. Nat. Resour. 2015, 30, 1243-1254. (In Chinese)

Peng, K; Yang, C.; Chen, Y. Land transfer in rural China: Incentives, influencing factors and income effects. Appl. Econ. 2020, 52,
5477-5490. [CrossRef]

Fan, X.; Wang, Y. Research on the Control of the Government Investment Behavior Dissimilation of Rural Infrastructure
Construction. In Proceedings of the 2008 International Conference on Construction & Real Estate Management, Toronto, ON,
Canada, 4-5 October 2008; Volume 2, pp. 10-15.

Zhou, X.; Ma, W. Agricultural mechanization and land productivity in China. Int. ]. Sustain. Dev. World Ecol. 2022, 29, 530-542.
[CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.105096
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2021.105523
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2021.108296
https://doi.org/10.3390/su13063327
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.105124
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104945
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2017.11.033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.104996
https://doi.org/10.3390/land9030081
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2021.105665
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2022.108705
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chnaes.2022.02.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2020.105023
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2018.02.057
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2018.10.143
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2022.109903
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph192416735
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2005.07.034
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2013.04.019
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.120642
https://doi.org/10.1080/00036846.2020.1764484
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504509.2022.2051638

	Introduction 
	Literature Review 
	Materials and Methods 
	Research Area 
	Research Methods 
	Energy Flow Model of Land Transfer System 
	Model Construction and Main Steps 

	Data Sources and Scenario Setting 
	Data Sources 
	Scenario Setting 


	Results 
	Simulation of Energy Flow before and after Land Transfer 
	Scenario Analysis after Land Transfer 
	Simulation Based on Perspective of Investment Behavior 
	Simulation Based on the Perspective of Land Use Change 

	Simulation of Ecosystem Service Change in Land Transfer 

	Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

