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Abstract

:

China’s “traditional fair” culture has a long history. The “fairs” trade has existed for thousands of years, but its development characteristics and regional distribution have differed. The existing records of traditional fairs in Weifang city can be traced back to the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty (1563), giving these fairs a history of more than 450 years. However, with the development of urbanization, traditional fairs in the city center have been destroyed: one traditional fair is disappearing almost every year. Based on this research background, the study first clarifies the significance of the existence of traditional fairs in modern life. Additionally, in our analysis, traditional fair culture can be extended to an “immaterial culture”. How to develop traditional fairs in existing urban centers has become one of the objectives of urban renewal activities at this stage. This paper describes the development and changes of fairs using the methods of site observation, questionnaire survey and interview, and Google Maps image comparison. The main results are as follows: (1) Fair culture is not only a geographical space but also a cultural space that is the inheritance and development of an intangible culture. (2) Traditional fairs include economic trade and social interaction activities. It is important to protect the life of traditional fairs, which carry a rich social function. (3) The living of the traditional fair is shrinking and is struggling to develop. Based on the changes in the traditional fairs space in Weifang city center over the past eight years, this paper puts forward the possibility of the development of a fair space in the existing central city space in order to preserve the traditional way of life and carry forward the traditional regional culture of fairs in urban construction.
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1. Introduction


China’s traditional fair trade has a history of several thousand years. The “Rites of Zhou” tells the story that three thousand years ago, the “city” had formed an organized state. This was later recorded in the “Book of Changes” and the “Historical Records”. In these historical materials, it is essentially explained that the origin of “fairs” in China is centered around wells. This kind of traditional fair, “by the gathering well” and centered around “trade and retreat” is mostly open air in open-field fairs. The traditional fair exists not only in historical records but also in traditional Chinese poems, such as “Xidu Fu” and “Mulan Ci”.



The traditional fair in this study is a kind of traditional place of trading, which is a form of activity and an urban public space for regular gathering and trading (Figure 1).



Urban space is the material carrier of urban social and economic development, and traditional fair spaces in urban spaces include most types of community life space and other types of closely related urban public space, especially spontaneously generated fixed and mobile fairs. Additionally, the types of space and their vitality in cities tend to have impacts on the traffic safety and health aspects of the environment; however, many urban developers or managers of fair spaces as a type of urban public space tend to focus on the negative effects. Although fairs bring vitality to cities, this has not led to increased awareness of their value. We hope that on the basis of analyzing the logic of the vitality they bring, we can guide and solve their problems and retain and optimize their vitality.



We focus on three questions:




	
What is the point of the existence of a traditional fair?



	
How should traditional fair culture, as a kind of immaterial traditional culture, be inherited?



	
Can traditional fair elements be added in the existing urban center?









2. Literature Review


2.1. The Historical Inheritance of the Traditional Fair Space


Scholars have different opinions on the origin of traditional fairs. It has been confirmed that the fair trade was the pioneer of commodity exchange in ancient China. From the initial “fairs” and “border cities” to “free fairs” [1], which have disappeared in many cities, the form and scale of fairs have always been different. The development of China’s traditional fairs in different periods has its own characteristics and regional differences [2]. As recorded in the local “Chronicles of Shandong”, the development of local traditional fairs arose in the middle of the Ming Dynasty [3]. Ethnographic records from minority areas also describe the original appearance and development of traditional fairs [4]. In Europe, one of the origins of traditional fairs was religion [5]. Although produced later, they were also an important economic activity [6]. From the aspect of heritage protection, some ancient bazaars also have a certain value for historical aesthetics, culture, and society [7]. For instance, the fair DjemaaEl Fna in Marrakech has been considered a heritage site by large institutions such as UNESCO and has been around for 1000 years.



The traditional fair has thousands of years of history as a form of commodity circulation organization, with fair trading as its basic function [8]. Fairs are a daily communication space [8,9,10,11,12] and are a public space closest to the daily life of the city, bearing traditional living habits and historical memories [13,14]; this is the charm of the traditional fair. The longevity of traditional fairs is threatened due to their likelihood of disappearing in the near future [15], but they still have a good chance of “repair and renewal” in the aspects of the continuation of spatial texture at the city block level, the weaving of street and lane space, and the creation of public space [16]. As a result, in recent years, both in China and elsewhere, an increasing number of urban developers have set their sights on the revival of traditional fairs [17]. Among them, Zhou Dan et al. selected the relevant factors for establishing a regression model and predicted the scale of different types of traditional fair spaces [18]. From the perspective of public space, traditional fair renewal is not only an urban design problem but also a sociological problem [19].




2.2. Humanistic and Social Attributes of Traditional Fair Space


The scope of traditional fairs at the macro level of the city indicates that their development or relocation can affect or change street patterns, movement, and building patterns or types, land use, and can even eventually affect the development and formation of urban spaces [20]. From the perspective of traditional fair spaces, they should not be confined to the geographic concept of traditional fair spaces but should be considered within the construction of social space [21]. Traditional fair spaces, as a kind of economic phenomenon and a complex social phenomenon, have the continuity of the time and expanding space [22], and the diverse activities can show the flexibility of space [23]. This kind of space not only is the most important living space for human beings but also represents the earliest existence of a cultural place. It is a kind of human nature place [24]. In this traditional fair environment, there exists a social relationship between the trade society and the economic model [25,26,27,28]. In South Korea and Indonesia, traditional buyers and sellers in fairs, established by social relations, have been described; it is concluded that the traditional fair not only includes a buying–selling relationship but in many cases also includes a concept of life and social cultural interaction. Castells argues that societies are hechas of stories and that these permeate experiences and relationships [29,30]. The work is based on an analysis of the traditional fair, and on the basis of the collected data, the service quality of customer rights and the interests of drivers were studied [31]. According to the relationship between customer satisfaction and customer lifetime value in China, street food vendors can enrich residents’ dining options and make urban streets more vibrant, although the legalization of this model still requires a process [32].



In addition to paying attention to the history of the traditional fair, the space, and the social relations between the buyers and sellers, some scholars have noticed that the fair serves as a public space that needs to be improved and paid attention to. Indeed, early on, [33] proposed that as public places, fairs should consider both the organizational health aspect and the public place health aspect. Traditional fairs are one of the public places where people gather and trade, making them prone to the spread of disease [34]. Therefore, as a public place in people’s life, environmental health problems in traditional fairs should not be underestimated [35].





3. Materials and Methods


In order to facilitate observation, data collection, analysis and research, three typical fairs (Sun Jia, Tong Yin and Zhao Tuan) are selected as the study area. Collected through questionnaire and field investigation, the evolution of the three fairs from 2011 to the end of 2018 and their change processes were presented in graphical form through Google Maps image comparison. The details are as follows in Figure 2.



3.1. Study Location


The fair activities in Weifang are selected as the sample for this study based on available documents and information. Historical recorded show that there been continuous fair activities for 450 years, starting from the late Ming Dynasty. Volume 7 of the Weifang County Annals states that fairs reflect needs of human life and depend on trade; it also notes that the size of fairs increased with growing population. In 1672, in the early Qing Dynasty, the Weifang County Annals vividly recorded a fair once again. The traditional fairs continued in the following hundreds of years with steady development(Figure 3).



Among the 31 fairs in Weifang, Sun Jia, Tong Yin, and Zhao Tuan are selected for our research for the following reasons: First of all, they are all located in the city center and are typical traditional fairs. Zhao Tuan is the oldest fair ever recorded in the Weifang County Annals, while Tong Yin fair is the earliest fair in the city that disappeared. Sun Jia fair is one of the popular fairs. The accelerating urbanization process of Weifang city has reduced the incremental space of the city in recent years, which has had profound impact on the development in fair activities. The three fairs are representative of traditional fairs reflecting related activities in Weifang city during the process of development and urbanization. Accordingly, related data on the fairs are collected and examined to explore the development characteristics and examine problems encountered in the development of the city’s traditional fairs.




3.2. Case Study


The case study methodology is helpful foranalyzing the universality and typicality of fair development among many fairs [36,37].A selection of 3 typical traditional fairs were selected from 31 fairs held in the city center of Weifang with the accelerating urbanization and reducing incremental space:




	(1)

	
Sun Jia: Located near Yuhe Road and Yuqing East Street, the fair opens regularly on lunar calendar days numbered 3 and 8. During the three years from 2015 to 2017, the fair location changed twice, quietly reappeared in 2019, and disappeared completely in 2021.




	(2)

	
Tong Yin: It opens regularly on lunar calendar days numbered 1 and 6. The fair has been through twists and turns in terms of its size and existence with an unclear future ahead.




	(3)

	
Zhao Tuan: Located between Fushou East Street and Beigong East Street, it opens regularly on lunar calendar days numbered 5 and 10.










3.3. Method


This section explains the three main methods we adopted, namely, site observation, survey, and image comparison.



3.3.1. Site Observations


For the past 8 years, we have tracked the development of traditional fairs in the urban centers, assessing old traditional fair environments and the current situation of the development of social activities. We have analyzed the changes in traditional fairs and determined rules regarding the changes.




3.3.2. The Questionnaire Survey and Interview


Questionnaire:



Extensive field research was conducted between January and May in 2018. Respondents were randomly selected from the three fairs with 139 valid questionnaires collected out of 160 questionnaires distributed. The questionnaire was designed according to the actual situation of the fair, aiming to have a more appropriate qualitative analysis of the fair. At the same time, the questionnaire also collected interviewees’ information, including their age and gender and the approximate distance between their current residence and the fair. Through the cross-sectional analysis of these collected data, some useful relationships were established.



Information on the purpose and motivation forcoming to the fair was also collected. The participants were asked to recall the key words they could relate to the fair and their expectations of the fair environment. The information on the words and their frequency statistics can used to analyze the participants’ understanding of the traditional fair in Weifang city.



Open-ended interviews:



To better understand the need and opinions of the sellers and buyers and managers of the fairs, we also conducted open-ended interviews. While the questionnaire was distributed, random interviews were conducted among the fair stall owners and fair shoppers to better understand the vitality and limitations of traditional fairs.



To honor ethics-related considerations, all the questionnaires and open-ended interviews fully respect the privacy of the interviewees.




3.3.3. Google Maps Image Comparison


Google Earth satellite images of the main urban area of Weifang city from 2011 to 2018 were used for comparative analysis. We extracted clear and effective continuous images for our research. The change and evolution of the fair were further investigated through a literature review and field investigation.



The relevant data regarding the fairs in this study were collected from the official website of the government and from the researchers’ field investigations.






4. Results


4.1. Existing Conditions and Characteristics of the Traditional Fairs


The existing fairs are mainly distributed in urban centers and are concentrated near residential areas (Figure 4). From 2011 to 2018, most of the fairs remained in place. However, with the urbanization process and the reduction in space for urban public activities, the venues of the fairs have been squeezed, and, in the case of the fair atSun Jia, it was moved three times in two years.



Based on the investigation of the current situation of Weifang fair and the study of 139 effective questionnaires, it was found that the traditional fairs present the following characteristics in terms of their model and aggregation form.



4.1.1. The Traditional Fair Gathering Time Has Two Forms


The regular and daily gathering times: By the end of 2018, among the 31 fairs in the main urban area that we surveyed, the fairs that gathered regularly accounted for 32%, and the daily fairs accounted for 68% (Table 1). Most of the daily fairs were located near residential areas in built-up environments in the city center.




4.1.2. The Traditional Fairsin Urban Center Mode Diversification


Through the investigation and research, at present, in the central urban area of Weifang city, the modes of operation of the fair are mainly composed of three types: open-square fairs, open-street fairs, and mixed fairs.




4.1.3. Fairs Carry the Inheritance of Regional Culture and Traditional Lifestyles


According to the questionnaire survey, in addition to the traditional shopping and eating behaviors, traditional fairs are also motivated by entertainment and life experience. The act of going to the fair was found to evoke childhood memories, arousing nostalgic feelings and generating strong emotional resonance. People of all ages described most of the trade fairs in positive terms such as ”Leisure”, ”Happy”, “Lively”, “Satisfied,” and other positive words that were used to describe most of the fairs, indicating that the shoppers’ behavior in the fairs shows deep participation and experience (Figure 5).





4.2. Descriptive Analysis


As can be seen from Figure 6, there wasno significant difference between the choice of going to the morning fairs or the night fairs and the distance between residents’ addresses and the fair (p > 0.05); that is, the time respondents choose to go to the fair wasnot affected by the distance from home to the fair.



When asked which one they would prefer to go to if they could choose supermarket or fair (both are in the same location and are not newly opened places), gender, age, and distance from the fair did not affect respondents’ answers (Table 2): the samples didnot show significant differences in terms of age or the distance between their addresses and fairs (p > 0.05). However, there were significant differences by gender (chi = 6.123, p = 0.013 < 0.05). According to the percentage comparison, the proportion of men choosing the fair was 50.51%, which was significantly higher than that of the supermarket (27.50%), while the proportion of women choosing the supermarket was 72.50%, which was significantly higher than that of the fair (49.49%). It can be seen from the above data that age, gender, and distance from the fair had no great influence on the selection results. The fair has become the main means of purchasing goods in people’s life.




4.3. Comparative Study and Analysis


4.3.1. Three Fairs and Three Fates


A Disappeared Fair: Sun Jia


The Google Earth satellite images in Figure 7 show the evolution of the Sun Jia gathering from 2011 to 2017. In 2011 and 2012, the fair was located on a vacant lot and tended to expand into the road. However, in 2013, due to the new residential area where the original traditional fair was located, the fair was forced to move to the newly repaired Yu Qing Street. This situation was not maintained for a long time. Due to the establishment of a hygienic and civilized city and the re-examination of the hygienic and civilized city, the Sun Jia fair was forced to move out of Yu Qing Street and moved to a vacant street corner vacant in 2015. However, in the three-year period of 2015, 2016, and 2017, the fair location changed twice, and its scope became increasingly smaller. In the face of the shrinking traditional fairs, the people who we interviewed discussed a sense of helplessness.




“I just had a look around the fair. Many vendors I used to be familiar with didn’t know where to set up their stalls.”



- Mrs. Liu, speaking at Sun Jia fairs that moved twice in three years.






“After all, residents near the Sun Jia traditional fairs can come to shop whenever they need, which is very convenient.”



- Mr. Zhang.





However, from the perspective of a businessperson, there was an urgent appeal.




“If we move again, I don’t know where else to go, I feel very uncomfortable, maybe later I have to go to the street stalls.”



- Mr. Zhou, the owner of a Sun Jia fair stall.






“I hope the relevant departments can consider setting up a special area for Sun Jia fairs so that we don’t have to move around so frequently and we can provide better services to street vendors and residents.”



- Mr. Han, the street vendor who set up his stall at the Sun Jia fair.





It can be seen that for both buyers and sellers, the existence of the fair undoubtedly provides a very convenient economic life for the people, and at the same time, in the transaction, a relatively harmonious social relationship between people has been built.



Unfortunately, however, in the second half of 2018, despite everyone’s love and yearning for the Sun Jia fair, it eventually retired from the stage and disappeared from the public view.




A Surviving Fair: Tong Yin


From prosperity to extinction, and then to the resumption of the fair, it has experienced many twists and turns, making the existing situation worrying. What are shown in Figure 8 are the changes in the Tong Yin fair between 2011 and 2018. As can be seen from the figure, during the short period of nearly eight years, the Tong Yin street group was relocated five times, namely, in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, and 2017. Among these, from 2011 to 2012, the traditional fair was forced to be divided into two sections due to the change inland functions. In 2013, for the same reason, the developers on the land continued to develop, and the increase in the real estate prices forced the fair to continue to shrink. By 2014, due to the new buildings and communities in the original place, the fair was relocated to the roadside. In the following two years, the fair developed well. At this time, Tong Yin Street started from Wei Xian Road in the east and Yin Feng Road in the west, showing a great expansion trend. In 2016, however, due to the re-examination of the “National Civilized City”, the fair was banned. In the following year, the traditional fairs in Tong Yin disappeared from the sight of the people.




“Where did the traditional fairs go? Why haven’t you heard? We used to buy things here; quite unexpected, quite lost.”



- Mr. Sun.






“Although there is a superfair near by, in this traditional fairs, I have bought more than ten years worth of food; suddenly I do not know where to go to buy food.”



- Mr. Li said when Tong Yin fairs was banned.





At the end of 2017, people were delighted to see that there were people gathering together spontaneously in Tong Yin Street and the northwest corner of Yin Feng Road. Regardless of whether the fair experienced several changes or gathering together, it was once again proved that the traditional fair was what the people needed and had become an indispensable part of their lives.




A Thriving Fair: Zhao Tuan


The Zhao Tuan fair was recorded as early as the Ming Dynasty, as in “Zhao Tuan fairs, a mile northeast of the county”. In the later years of the Qing Dynasty, in the 11th year of Emperor Kangxi and the 25th year of Emperor Qianlong, the Wei Fang County Annals and other county annals records recorded the Zhao Tuan fair in anunchanged position in this location; thus, it has existed there for a long time. Currently, the traditional fair is preserved.



In contrast to the previous two traditional fairs, Zhao Tuan continued to exist in the eight-year period of 2011–2018 and is steadily expanding in scale (Figure 9). In addition, there are records of the fair in the Wan Li years of the Ming Dynasty (from about 1563), which gives the fair a history of more than 450 years.





4.3.2. The Geography Location of the Fair Changes


From the above cases of traditional fairs, we can clearly see that from 2011 to 2018, due to urban construction, supervision, city creation, and other factors, the Sun Jia fair was repeatedly relocated: from 2015 to 2017, there was the situation of three years and two relocations. The Tong Yin fairhas been relocated five times, moving from prosperity to decline and from prevalence to disappearance. The reasons can be roughly summarized as the following three points:




	(1)

	
Creating a national civilized city. Weifang was awarded the title of civilized city in 2015. Since then, it has been reevaluated as a civilized city every September. The cycle of politics year after year is not only an acceptance of the city’s work effect but also a consideration of the spiritual life of a city. From the perspective of the initial phase of creating a healthy and civilized city, the aim is to make the city where people live more livable. However, this form of creating a city is too stylized, and the means are too mechanized. The “one-size-fits-all” model also cuts out the “sense of place” of urban public spaces that should be preserved.




	(2)

	
Rapid urbanization development and expansion of urban space construction. With the development of urbanization, the rapid development of urban rail transit has promoted the further expansion of urban space. Compared with 2010, China’s inner urban area increased by 219,000 square kilometers, an increase of 12.26%; the built-up area increased by 202,000 square kilometers, an increase of 50.37%; and the urban construction land increased by 163,000 square kilometers (data missing in 2019), an increase of 40.95%. On the one hand, cities keep expanding, but on the other hand, the urban siphon effect promotes the urban population to gather to the center, and the rapid population influx leads to shortages in the supply of the original urban functions, and the available land is increasingly strained. Due to construction communities, the increase in real estate prices, changes to the nature of the land, the acceleration of urbanization processes, and the decrease in available urban public land, traditional fairs have been forced to relocate or close.




	(3)

	
The above two fairs Sun Jia and Tong Yin have experienced ups and downs: One disappeared, and one reappeared after a revival. The Zhao Tuan fair can be seen from the county records to thus far be enduring. The built environment has a great influence on fairs. For example, the Sun Jia and Tong Yin fairs, mentioned above, were moved around in unbuilt environments. External land and traffic conditions have a great influence on the location and scale of fairs. Zhao Tuan, Xin Hua Lane Xin, and other fairs with good development trends are basically in public spaces in urban centers. They are either on the side of the road or in small fixed sites, and in either case, they are built in more stable environments.










4.3.3. The Revitalization of the Fair


Zhao Tuan’s example shows that a good urban space conducive to the occurrence and development of traditional fairs is necessary. Similarly, a good fair development or renewal can greatly enhance the vitality of urban space [38,39]. This is the inherent advantage of traditional exhibition space.



Based on the above analysis, this study suggests that traditional fair spaces should be considered important urban public spaces for development and renewal in urban public space design. The main reasons are as follows.



The fair is mostly concentrated in Kuiwen, a high-tech district with two urban areas: the residential areas are more densely built up. The high-tech district is a newly built urban area. In the early stage of development, there were few supporting businesses, and the distribution of vegetable fairs and super fairs was uneven. As a result, the traditional fairs became the most important places in which people could buy daily goods.



Based on the concept of a 15 min life circle, Weifang has been vigorously carrying out economic recovery and creating reemployment opportunities since 2019. It has increased support for free fairs and free trade in the urban area to provide opportunities for reemployment. Seventeen fixed fairs and four morning/night fairs have been added in the main urban area. This is also because the Weifang government supports and tolerates free economic forms such as the fair that steadily increases Weifang’s GDP year by year (Figure 10).



Traditional fairs are a part of urban life, and they should be the most dynamic part of urban life. In current societies, reinforced concrete residential boxes for people’s living spaces and the mobile electronic informatization lifestyle affect interpersonal communication, but in fair spaces, we usually see another picture. Here, “firewood and necessities, sauce, vinegar, and tea” do not need to be bought; people sell and bargain, and neighbors can walk together while shopping. Only in this traditional scene of a fair space can one better experience the vitality of the urban living space.



Fairs carry regional culture and traditional ways of life. They are an inheritance of immaterial culture and a return of urban life. The survival of fair spaces in the city center also requires careful consideration by designers in the design process. Such designs must rely on how the traditional fair activates the urban space [40,41], such as more interpenetration with the surrounding space and the introduction of more urban functions.






5. Discussion


In the process of urban development, it cannot be denied that the development of traditional fairs is closely related to the growth of economic activity. This study found that between 2011 and 2021, due to urban construction, supervision, the creation of a national civilized city, and other factors, the new urban areas in Wei Fang city squeezed the survival space of urbanfairs. There were 39 fairs in 2011. In 10 years, 9 traditional fairs have disappeared and 26 have been added. The fairs disappeared so quickly it seemed as though a traditional fair disappeared every year (Figure 11). These results show that urban land use change and decreases in urban public land have had no substantial impact on people’s demands. In the central urban area, most traditional fairs are still preserved, and these are usually in crowded areas, indicating that people’s demands are the reason for the emergenceof these traditional fairs.



The study of traditional fairs in Wei Fang shows that the environment and locations of traditional fairs have become an important part of the surrounding communities and a seasoning of life. Traditional fairs have both attractiveness and competitiveness. What happens between buyers and sellers includes not only trading activities but also social activities. In addition, in the post-epidemic era, people’s demand for public communication spaces has been greatly strengthened. The development of traditional fairs can both satisfy the requirements for people’s economic activities and provide urban public spaces in which people can communicate with one another.



As can be clearly seen from the above, in Wei Fang, the traditional fairs, the excellent cases of the fairs Zhao Tuan in the city center are still being reconstructed or updated. In China, the culture, history, and lifestyle of traditional fairs have existed over a much longer period, but their development and renewal have been slower and more difficult. From the perspective of the continuation of the historical context, before the disappearance of traditional fair culture and the destruction of spaces for fairs in urban centers, studies on the revival of the value and significance of fair culture in urban centers are still urgent.




6. Conclusions


As mentioned above, in this study, we analyzed satellite images of Wei Fang from 2011 to 2018. Comparing the images, we looked at nearly eight years of Wei Fang city center’s traditional fairs distribution, the existing performance characteristics, and the statistical analysis of the fairs’ distribution.



The limitation of this paper is that the study area is only in the city where the researcher lives, but it is also because of this that the author has a deeper feeling about the changes brought by traditional fairs to people’s life. In addition, most of the relevant data and the updated map data of the fair research in this study covered a period up to the end of 2018. When we finished this writing paper, the data were still changing, and the number of traditional fairs was still decreasing. In the latest data from 2021, Zhao Tuan is one of the only few traditional regular fairs in the urban center (the other is Weifang’s fair). Compared with the data from2018, nine traditional regular fairs have disappeared in a short period of less than four years, and only seven remain in the eight areas of the city (Figure 12). This is inevitable in the process of urban development and change, which highlights the original purpose of this research: to protect the traditional culture and traditional ways of life that are disappearing.



From the data of the survival of traditional fairs in Wei Fang city over a period of several years, we are pleased to see that in recent years, society has become more open to fairs, and the city has become more tolerant of fair content. After the demolition of fairs, reconstruction is not necessarily a good thing; in the urban center of the city, change or renewal is needed for traditional fairs to survive in this environment. Fairs in the city not only provide trade opportunities for the people but also become suitable public spaces and places of communication in the urban center. However, in the process of urbanization, traditional fair spaces become compressed, and the sense of place is diminished; thus, fairs should find new ways to survive. In the center of the city, urban environments have been completed, and the built-up area of urban design should focus on stock space design, especially for existing building patterns that have been formed. Gradual, small-scale renewal design should be carried out to optimize the built environment, to promote the integration of urban public spaces, to assist in the development of traditional fairs, and to establish places in which people can communicate.
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Figure 1. Traditional Fair’s Evolution (Source: Own drawing). 
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Figure 2. Research framework (Source: Own drawing). 
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Figure 3. The geographical location of Weifang in China (Source: Authors’ own drawing). 
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Figure 4. The traditional fairs in the main urban area of Wei fang city s distribution map (Source: Own drawing; Data source: On-site investigation). 
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Figure 5. The description of the fair (Source: Author’s Analysis). 
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Figure 6. The effect of distance on the time to fair (Source: Author’s Analysis). 
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Figure 7. Evolution process of Sun Jia fairs in 2011–2018 (Source: Own drawing). 
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Figure 8. Evolution process of Tong Yin fairs in 2011–2018 (Source: Own drawing). 
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Figure 9. Evolution process of Zhao Tuan fairs in 2011–2018 (Source: Own drawing). 
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Figure 10. GDP of Weifang from 2011–2021 (Source: own drawing; Data source: http://tjj.weifang.gov.cn/TJYW/TJSJ/NDSJ/202209/t20220909_6105568.htm. Format: accessed on 12 September 2022). 
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Figure 11. Change trend chart of urban center fairs in 2011–2021 (Source: Own drawing; Data source: On-site investigation). 
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Figure 12. Comparison of Traditional Fairs data in 2021 and 2018 (Source: Own drawing; Data source: On-site investigation). 
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Table 1. By the end of 2018, the basic distribution of traditional fairs in the central urban area of Weifang City.
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Type

	
Daily

	
Regularly




	
Morning

	
Night

	
All day

	
10




	
8

	
7

	
6








Tables Source, On-site investigation.
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Table 2. Analysis of gender and age in choosing supermarket and fair.
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Profiles

	
Category

	
Supermarket or Fair (%)

	
Aggregate

	
χ2

	
p




	
Supermarket

	
Fair






	
Age

	
15–25

	
2.50

	
3.03

	
2.88

	
7.445

	
0.19




	
26–35

	
10.00

	
12.12

	
11.51




	
36–45

	
27.50

	
44.44

	
39.57




	
46–55

	
17.50

	
7.07

	
10.07




	
56–65

	
20.00

	
10.10

	
12.95




	
66–75

	
22.50

	
23.23

	
23.02




	
Gender

	
Male

	
27.50

	
50.51

	
43.88

	
6.123

	
0.013 *




	
Female

	
72.50

	
49.49

	
56.12




	
The distance from your home to the fair

	
300–500 m

	
17.50

	
23.23

	
21.58

	
4.045

	
0.543




	
600–1000 m

	
25.00

	
27.27

	
26.62




	
1–1.5 km.

	
25.00

	
19.19

	
20.86




	
1.6–2 km

	
7.50

	
12.12

	
10.79




	
>2 km

	
5.00

	
8.08

	
7.19




	
None

	
20.00

	
10.10

	
12.95








* p < 0.05; p < 0.01.
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