Table 1 The description of the location of the sampling sites
	Number of the sampling sites
	Sampling sites
	Position + sample number
	Detailed position 
of the layer
	Characteristics of loess layers

	1
	Wujiamao village 
in Baode County
(38°53′ N, 111°11′  E) 
	1-1
	L1
	L1: Grayish yellow or brownish yellow, clastic, highly porous and brittle sediment;
S1: Yellow, aeolian, nearly homogeneous, predominately silt-sized, loose sediment;
L2: Light red-yellow, layered, silt-sized, 
particles are cemented by calcium carbonate  

	
	
	1-2
	S1
	

	
	
	1-3
	L2
	

	3
	Fenggou village 
in Jingle County
(38°23′ N, 112°05′  E)
	3-1
	L1
	

	
	
	3-2
	S1
	

	
	
	3-3
	L2
	

	4
	Fenggou village 
in Jingle County
(38°21′ N, 112°10′  E)
	4-1
	L1
	

	
	
	4-2
	S1
	

	
	
	4-3
	L2
	

	6
	Dachengyuan village 
in Liulin County
(37°30′ N, 110°53′  E)
	6-1
	L1
	

	
	
	6-2
	S1
	

	
	
	6-3
	L2
	

	7
	Xiadong village 
in Ji County
(36°15′ N, 110°35′  E)
	7-1
	L1
	

	
	
	7-2
	S1
	

	
	
	7-3
	L2
	



