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Abstract: The thrust bearing, as the only part bearing the axial load, is extremely important in vertical
hydroelectric generating units. Its working condition directly affects the safe and reliable operation
of the hydroelectric generating unit. However, during operation, the oil film is easily damaged under
the influence of complex factors. Installation deviation is a key point that can cause temperature
and pressure changes in the oil film, affecting the force on the bearing. This article takes the thrust
bearing model of the 1000 MW Francis turbine unit of the Baihetan Power Station as the research
object. Based on the fluid—solid coupling theory and CFD technology, the oil film characteristics of
thrust bearings are analyzed, and the influence of inclination angles and installation deviation on the
oil film flow performance of thrust bearings is discussed. The results show that as the inclination
angle changes from 0.0030° to 0.0048°, the axial force changes from 856 t to 368 t, and there is an
approximate linear correlation between them. The radial installation deviation has an effect on the
axial force. Under the optimal working condition of an inclination angle of 0.0039°, when the radial
deviation of the pad changes from 0 mm to 1 mm, the axial force changes from 1573 t to 1275 t. In the
process of unit installation, it is necessary to pay attention to the installation deviation of the pad.
The results provide guidance for the installation of the bearing, which helps to ensure the safe and
stable operation of the station.

Keywords: Francis turbine; thrust bearing; installation deviation; oil film

1. Introduction

At present, China’s energy structure is still dominated by coal; it produces the highest
carbon emission levels in the world [1]. Under the policy of “carbon neutrality”, China has
seen an acceleration of the shift to green energy to reduce carbon emissions and mitigate
the generation of greenhouse gases [2,3]. Hydropower, as the earliest developed and
most mature energy in China, has the advantages of cost efficiency, flexible operation, a
clean and renewable resource base, and development potential [4,5]. Hydraulic turbines
comprise important hydroelectric generating unit equipment [6]. Among the various types
of hydraulic turbines, the Francis turbine is widely used in hydropower projects because of
its compact structure, high efficiency, and wide applicable head range [7,8].

In recent years, with the continuous improvement of hydraulic design methods,
material performance, and manufacturing technology, the maximum efficiency of Francis
turbines has reached more than 96%, and the cavitation resistance of hydropower units has
been greatly improved [8]. The research on hydraulic design has been relatively mature.
However, at present, hydroelectric generating units development has allowed large capacity
and large size, and there are many issues to be studied. With the increase of the size, the
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structural support stiffness of the hydraulic turbine is weakened [6], which increases the
likelihood of resonance. The increasing capacity of the turbine unit leads to an increase in
water flow, which creates higher requirements for operational stability. Therefore, in the
process of increasing the capacity of the unit, it is necessary to carry out related research
on the load components to ensure their safety and reliability during actual operation of
the unit.

The thrust bearing, as the only part bearing the axial load, is an extremely important
part of the vertical hydroelectric generating unit [9,10]. Its working state and environment
directly affect the safe and stable operation of the unit [2]. Thrust bearings are located in
the lower bearing bracket below the rotor of the generator and include the shaft, thrust
block, collar, pads, and support components, as shown in Figure 1 There is a wedge-shaped
gap between the pads and the collar. According to the hydrodynamic lubrication theory, a
wedge-shaped oil film with certain pressure is formed when the shaft rotates. During the
operation, the oil film is easily damaged under the influence of complex factors, and the
surface of the thrust pad is prone to wear, which directly affects the life of the thrust bearing
and the normal operation of the unit [4,11]. Thrust bearings generally work under high
load and high speed [12]. In this working process, the oil element friction between pad
and rotating collar generates heat, which increases the temperature of the oil element and
produces an uneven distribution of temperature in the oil film. The influence of the thermal
effect leads to a decrease of lubricating oil viscosity and bearing surface deformation,
thus changing the lubrication performance of the bearings [13].Therefore, it is of great
significance to carry out the research on the oil film characteristics of thrust bearings.

/ / Flange
Shaft

Collar
. / 0il groove
Oil /

hole \O Pad
a
/ Elastic
Lubricating o oiltank

oil
Figure 1. Thrust bearing structure [14].

Many scholars conducted studies on oil film characteristics. In 1886, Osborne Reynolds
used mathematical methods to describe the phenomenon of fluid dynamic pressure and
detail the characteristics of the two moving surfaces of the haulage motor. According to
the dynamic principle, Osborne Reynolds proposed the Reynolds equation to describe the
lubricating oil, which laid the theoretical foundation for the study of the oil film character-
istics of thrust bearings [15-17]. Dowson derived the generalized Reynolds equation by
considering the viscosity and density of oil film in terms of oil film thickness and proposed
the thermo-hydro-dynamic (THD) analysis method, which not only considered the influ-
ence of the temperature increase of thrust bearings on the viscosity of lubricating oil, but
also considered the heat transfer characteristics between the collar and the thrust pad in
the temperature rise calculation [18]. In this method, temperature was the main factor af-
fecting the viscosity of lubricating oil. With the increase of temperature, the intermolecular
distance of the lubricating oil expanded, and the intermolecular force decreased, resulting
in the decrease of viscosity. The change of viscosity directly determined whether good dy-
namic pressure lubrication is present and its role in bush-burning accidents. Therefore the
thermodynamic analysis of thrust bearings is an important element in the study of load per-
formance [19].Tieu, using the THD analysis method, established a variational principle with
viscous dissipation for thin-film flow. Considering the change of lubricating oil viscosity
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with temperature and pressure, the Reynolds equation and the energy equation were solved
to obtain the three-dimensional oil film thickness, pressure, and temperature distribution
of the bearing [20]. Michaud et al. proposed a numerical procedure to analyze the steady
and transient three-dimensional THD behaviors of bearings. The Newton-Raphson method
and finite element formula were used to solve the Reynolds equation, in-film energy equa-
tion, and in-solid heat transfer equation. The results of the two-dimensional calculation
and three-dimensional calculation were compared, which showed that three-dimensional
analysis was necessary [21]. Anvar Ahmadkhah et al. established a thermos-hydrodynamic
model, considering the thermal effect of the components at the fluid—solid interface, and
calculated the lubrication characteristics (viscosity and density) of the main bearing. In their
analysis, viscosity temperature equations were used for different lubrication pressures and
temperatures. The density and viscosity of the rotating wall were compared quantitatively
and qualitatively using the color image segmentation method. The authors concluded that
increasing the average heat transfer coefficient was a factor to reduce the thermal stress
and high temperature point of the rigid part of the bearing system [22]. Li et al. carried out
thermo-hydrodynamic lubrication analysis of misaligned journal bearings, considering the
axial movement of the journal. The lubrication characteristics of the bearings were studied
during the axial movement of the misaligned journal. The results showed that the influence
of eccentricity on bearing lubrication performance was more obvious when the inclination
angle and eccentricity were larger [23].

The installation deviation also has a great influence on the oil film flow. In this paper,
a bearing deviation model is established to study the oil film flow caused by the installation
deviation in the assembly process, which can provide a theoretical basis and reference for
the analysis of oil film characteristics and online monitoring technology of oil film thickness
of thrust bearings in the future.

2. Numerical Techniques

The thermo-hydrodynamic lubrication numerical calculation method based on compu-
tational fluid dynamics can be solved with the momentum equation, continuity equation,
and energy equation simultaneously, which can account for the influence of fluid inertia
force and volume force and simulate the lubrication characteristics of thrust bearings more
accurately.

2.1. Continuity Equation

The oil fluid domain is discretized into microelements by the finite element method.
In each microelement, the sum of the masses flowing into the microelement through the
control surface per unit of time is equal to the increment of the masses in the microelement
per unit of time. It is also known from the continuum assumption that the integrand
g—f + V-(pv) is continuous in the flow field and differentiable in the first order, and the
continuity equation in differential form can be obtained:

o= (ou) = 1
ot + BXj (pu]) 0 )
where p is the fluid density and Uj is the velocity in x; direction.
2.2. Navier-Stokes Equations

The oil film flow can be described by Reynolds average Navier-Stokes equations [24]:

opUi 9 gy 9P 9
T +a7j(PUzuj)— axi+axj(711 P} 2)

where p is the fluid density, p is the fluid pressure, T is the stress tensor, including vertical
and tangential stress components, and ;1 is the Reynolds stress in the nonlinear convective
term of the non-average equation.
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2.3. Energy Equation

In the equation below, p is the fluid pressure; T is the fluid temperature; A is thermal
conductivity of lubricating oil; & is the enthalpy change; ki, is the total enthalpy, hior =
h+ U; Uj + k; k is the contribution of turbulent kinetic energy, k = ! uz; pu; uih is the
additional turbulent flux; aix]- [U;(t3j — pititj) | is the viscous effect term caused by the

viscous stress. Since this term describes the heat generation caused by the viscous friction
force of the fluid, it cannot be omitted when calculating the hydrodynamic characteristics
of the lubricant film where the viscous force is very significant. Sg is the work done by the
volume force.

dphyt  9p 9 )
3t — 9+ ax (PUjhtot)

— _ @)
= 2 (AL — piugh) + 2 (Ui (v — o) ] + S

2.4. SST k-w Turbulence Model

There are two kinds of flow in the fluid domain of the thrust bearing: laminar flow in
the oil film and turbulent flow around the tile. The SST turbulence model can satisfy this
characteristic well, and it can obtain appropriate flow transport characteristics by limiting
eddy viscosity. It is a kind of k-w model, including two equations of k and w.

The turbulent kinetic energy equation for k is as follows:

ok gk _ 2 +”t
ot Mo o |\ ax

The turbulent frequency equation for w is as follows:

+ G — Y 4)

Jdw __dw d Ut )

b Y 2 Y, D,

ot +1/llaXi ax] l<ﬂ+ak>a + G — w,B w”+ Dy (5)
where, G; and G, are the kinetic energy of turbulence, Gy = fu; u; gz ,Guw = tx%Gk; Y

and Y,, are the dissipation term of k and w, Y; = Bkw, Y,= B"w?, B and B" are model
constants; D, is the diffusion term.

2.5. Viscosity Temperature Equation

As the viscosity performance of the lubricating oil changes with temperature, the
increase of temperature will reduce the viscosity of the lubricating oil, leading to the decline
of lubricating performance. The viscosity temperature relationship can be described as
follows [14]:

(20+Tp)°
204 1)

where, y is the liquid viscosity, T is the absolute temperature, Ty is the reference temperature
(25 °C), and pg is the viscosity at temperature Tp; y19 = 0.086 Pa-s.

(6)

3. Theoretical Model
3.1. Model of the Oil Film

Based on the thrust bearing model (as shown in Figure 2) of the mixed flow water
turbine unit of the Baihetan Power Station, a non-deviation model including the shaft,
thrust block, collar, pads, and support components is established, as shown in Figure 3a.
The oil film is located between the pads and the collar, as shown in Figure 3b. The support
tiles are placed on the pads, as shown in Figure 3c. They are a type of multi-oil groove
support tile, supporting the force of the pad; they play an important role in the deformation
of the pad and thus affect the operation performance of the thrust bearing. The pad has an
alloy layer on top, the material of which is Babbitt alloy. Babbitt alloy is a kind of bearing
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alloy with antifriction properties that is widely used in large bearing rotating machinery.
There are 24 bearings in a circle; these bear axial forces collectively. The schematic diagram
of each size is shown in Figure 4a, and the parameters of each size are shown in Table 1.

Shaft

Thrust bolck
Collar

Pad

Support

(a) Overall geometric model

Thrust runner collar

Alloy layer
Oil film
Pad
Pad
Support tile
Support tile
(b) Model near oil film (c) Single pad
Figure 3. Non-deviation model.
Table 1. Parameters.
Item Value
Pad inner radius R; /mm 1770
Pad outer radius R, /mm 2515
Fluid domain inner radius R3/mm 1670
Fluid domain outer radius Ry /mm 3525
Pad thickness H; /mm 55
Support tile thickness Hy /mm 80

Tank height Hz /mm 811
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Ry H,
(a) Dimensions diagram (b) The cyclical symmetry model of the thrust bearing

Figure 4. Fluid domain model.

Assuming that the thrust load is distributed on the pad surface evenly, the cyclic
symmetry model of the bearing can be established, as shown in Figure 4b; that is, the fluid
domain is 1/24 of the lubricating oil in the tank, and solid domain contains a pad, a support
tile, and 1/24 of the thrust runner collar.

There is a very thin wedge-shaped oil film between the collar and pads during the
hydroelectric generating unit operation. If the oil film is too thin, it will lead to the increase
of the temperature of the thrust pad during operation; if the oil film is too thick, its bearing
capacity will decrease [25,26].

The inclination 0, is defined as shown in the Figure 5, as the angle between the pad
upper surface and the collar. Based on inclination 0, the oil film thickness has a clear
correlation with 0 through geometric relation. According to the installation data of the
Baihetan Power Station, the maximum thickness of the oil film during operation is 0.1 mm,
that is, the thickness of oil film on the left side is 0.1 mm. The relationship between the
inclination angle 6 and the right oil film thickness is shown in Table 2.

Figure 5. Inclination 6.

Table 2. The relationship between 6 and oil film thickness.

Inclination 0 Maximum Thickness/mm (Left) Minimum Thickness/mm (Right)
0.0030 0.1 0.066
0.0033 0.1 0.063
0.0036 0.1 0.059
0.0039 0.1 0.056
0.0042 0.1 0.052
0.0045 0.1 0.049

The mesh model was drawn using ICEM CFD software, as shown in the Figure 6.
To ensure accuracy, 10 layers of mesh were drawn on a layer of oil film with a maximum
thickness of 0.1 mm.
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Figure 6. Mesh model.

In order to prove that the mesh itself has no effect on the results of the overall numerical
simulation, mesh independence verification is necessary. In general, the denser the mesh
is within a certain limit, the more accurate the result is. However, beyond this limit,
increasing the mesh density has a negligible effect on improving the accuracy of the
calculation, but increasing the mesh number will greatly increase the calculations required,
resulting in a waste of resources. Based on the angle of 0.0039°, which is the inclination
angle corresponding to the optimum operating condition of the unit, the calculation was
carried out for different mesh models to find the optimal mesh number, and the results
are shown in Figure 7. It was found that 10-layer oil film mesh is the best option, with
a mesh number of 152,960. The mesh number is mainly related to the number of layers;
the relationship between mesh layer number and mesh number is shown in Table 3. In
addition, when the number of mesh layers of the oil film increases to 15, the mesh quality of
the oil film will become poor because the maximum thickness of the oil film is only 0.1 mm,
thus affecting the calculation accuracy.

25 A

| j i
15 4

0.5 A

Axial force F/KN

v

0 50 100 150 200 250
Grid quantity /k

Figure 7. Mesh independence verification.

Table 3. Relationship between mesh layer number and mesh number.

Number of Oil Film Mesh Layers Mesh Number Axial Force F/t
12-layer 204,534 2108.31
10-layer 152,960 2057.23
7-layer 132,155 1864.51
6-layer 125,220 1732.93
3-layer 104,415 1573.12

3.2. Thrust Bearing THD Model

The flow inlet boundary is adopted in the oil tank inlet, with an oil intake of 3.125 kg /s,
while an open boundary allowing the lubricating oil to flow in and out of the tank is adopted
in the outlet. The surface of the collar is set as a rotating wall. Using the cyclic symmetry
model, the rotating periodic interface is set to ensure the continuity of flow and heat
transfer between all the pads, as shown in Figure 8. The interface between the collar
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and the lubricating fluid domain is set as the surface of rotation, as shown in Figure 8,
green surface.

Figure 8. Boundary condition setting.

The fluid domain uses Mobil DTE 746 lubricant (ASTM D2270), the pad and the collar
are made of alloy steel, and the pad coating is babbitt.

3.3. Model Considering Radial and Circumferential Deviation

To analyze the influence of thrust bearing installation deviation on oil film flow
performance, radial and circumferential installation models are established. The radial
installation deviation is formed by offsetting the thrust pad by a distance d along the radius
direction. The circumferential deviation is formed by rotating the pad counter-clockwise at
an angle « around the axis, as shown in Figure 9.

d

Figure 9. Deviation model.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1. Flow Characteristics

The thermo-hydrodynamic numerical calculation was carried out for the thrust bearing
model of the Francis turbine, and the oil film flow characteristics were analyzed. At the
rated speed of 111.1 rpm, the turbine unit rotates to produce a wedge-shaped oil film. The
streamline on the collar with different inclination 6 is shown in Figure 10. The results show
that the lubricating oil in wedge-shaped oil film flows along the circular direction, and the
velocity increases with the increase of the radius. With the increase of inclination 6, the
flow velocity of the lubricating oil increases.

The pressure and temperature distributions also change with the different inclination
6. The pressure distribution on the collar during operation can be obtained using different
angles 6, as shown in Figure 11. The results show that, on the surface of the collar, the oil
pressure increases gradually from the outside to the middle; however, the highest point
of the pressure is not in the center but deviates slightly to the rotation direction. With the
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increase of the inclination 6, the pressure on the collar surface increases gradually. When
the inclination is 0.0045°, the maximum pressure is 3.76 MPa.

Velocity \ Velocity W\
27.70 \\ 27.70 \Y

25.45 25.45
23.20 \ 23.20
20.95 20.95 |
| g ‘ \ I
18.70 | “ ‘ L ; 18.70 L
[m s*-1] ‘ I | \ | [m s*-1] |
(a) 8 =0.0030°
Velocity Velocity W
27.70 W 27.70 W
2545 \ 2545
23.20 23.20
20.95 20.95 “‘,‘
\ I
Il ‘ ‘ i
18.70 I ‘ ‘ i 18.70 “ I
[m s*-1] } i ‘ | [m s*-1] [
(c) 6 =0.0036°
oW o
25.45 25.45
23.20 \ 23.20 :
20.95 \ 20.95 ‘ ":‘,’
\
| 1LY
18.70 \ 18.70 L] (‘
[m s™-1] ‘ | [m s*-1] | h
(e) 6 =0.0042° (f) 6 =0.0045°
Figure 10. Streamline on collar.
Pressure Pressure
2.00 2.00
1.80 \ 1.80
1.60 1.60
140 1.40
120 | 120 |
1.00 | 1.00 |
0.80 0.80
0.60 0.60
0.40 0.40
020 0.20
0.00 0.00
[MPa] [MPa]
(a) 8 =0.0030° (b) 6 =0.0033°

Figure 11. Cont.
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Pressure
2.00

1.80
1.60
1.40
120 7
1.00
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0.20
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[MPa]

(c) 6 = 0.0036°

Pressure
2.00
1.80
1.60
1.40
120 ¢
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Figure 11. Pressure distribution on collar.

Pressure
2.00

1.80
1.60
1.40
120 1
1.00
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0.20

0.00
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(d) 6 = 0.0039°

Pressure
2.00
1.80
1.60
1.40
120 7
1.00
0.80
0.60
0.40
0.20

0.00
[MPa]

(f) 6 = 0.0045°

The temperature distribution on the collar is shown in Figure 12. The results show
that on the surface of the collar, the temperature increases with the increase of the radius,
along the rotation direction; the temperature is the highest on the side near the rotation
direction on the outer edge. The temperature increases with the inclination 6, reaching a
maximum temperature of 78.07 °C at the inclination of 0.0045°. When the inclination of the
pad increases, the thickness of the oil film decreases, which leads to an increase of pressure

in the oil film and a rise in temperature.

Temperature
76.00

70.90 7
65.80 e
60.70

55.6
5050
45.40
40.30
3520 |

3000 |
2500 |
€] \‘

(a) 6 = 0.0030°

Temperature
76.00

70.90
65.80
60.70
55.601
50.50
45.40
4030
3520 |
3010 |

\\
- 25.00
(c) 6 =0.0036°

Figure 12. Cont.
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(b) 6 = 0.0033°

Temperature

76.00 M
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55607 ‘\‘
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45.40 |
40.30 |
3520
30.10 w

25.00
[€]

(d) 8 =0.0039°
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Temperature Temperature
76.00 A 76.00 ‘
70.90 “ 7090
65.80 65.80
60.70 60.70
55.607 55601 \
50.50 | 50.50 \:3\
4540 | 45.40 \E;\
4030 4030 |
35.20 35.20 ‘»‘ \
30.10 30.10 \\‘ \‘
25.00 2500

(1 (€1 L |

(e) 8 =0.0042° (f) 6 = 0.0045°

Figure 12. Temperature distribution on collar.

The pressure distribution on the pad’s upper surface is shown in Figure 13. The
distribution on the pad’s upper surface is the same as the collar surface. The results show
that, on the pad’s upper surface, the oil pressure also increases gradually from the outside
to the middle. With the increase of the inclination 6, the pressure on the collar surface
increases gradually.

Pressure Pressure
2.00 — 2.00

1.80 1.80
1.60 1.60
1.40 1.40

120 | 1.20
100 | \ 1.00
0.80 \ 0.80
0.60 \ 0.60
0.40 \\ 0.40
0.20 ‘ 0.20
{
0.00 0.00
[MPa] [MPa]

(b) 6 = 0.0033°

Pressure Pressure
2.00 2.00
1.80 1.80
1.60 1.60
1.40 1.40
120 |~ 1.20
1.00 \ 1.00
0.80 \ 0.80
0.60 | 0.60
0.40 \ 0.40
0.20 ‘ 0.20

|
0.00 0.00
[MPa] [MPa]

(d) 6 = 0.0039°

Pressure Pressure
2.00 2.00
1.80 1.80
1.60 1.60
1.40 1.40
120 120 1
100 | \ 1.00
0.80 \ 0.80
0.60 \ 0.60
0.40 | 0.40
0.20 \ 0.20

|
0.00 0.00

[MPa] [MPa]

(e) 6 = 0.0042° (f) 6 = 0.0045°

Figure 13. Pressure distribution on pad upper surface.
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The temperature distribution on pad upper surface is shown in the Figure 14. The
result show that, the temperature of the upper surface of the pad is higher than that of
the surface of the collar. The temperature increases with the increase of the radius, and
increases along the rotation direction, and the temperature reaches the highest on the
side near the rotation direction on the outer edge, consistent with the collar surface. The
temperature increases with the inclination 6, reaching a maximum temperature of 92.33 °C
at the inclination of 0.0045°.

Temperature Temperature
90.00 - 90.00

83.50 83.50
77.00 77.00
70.50 ~70.50

64.00 64.00
57.50 57.50
51.00 51.00
44.50 44.50
38.00 38.00
31.50 31.50
25.00 25.00 \
[C] (]
(a) 6 = 0.0030° (b) 6 = 0.0033°
Temperature Temperature
90.00 - 90.00
83.50 83.50
77.00 77.00
70.50 - 70.50
64.00 64.00
57.50 57.50
51.00 51.00
44.50 44.50
38.00 38.00
31.50 31.50
25.00 25.00 \
[€] (]
(c) 6 = 0.0036° (d) 6 = 0.0039°
Temperature Temperature
90.00 - 90.00
83.50 83.50
77.00 77.00
70.50 - 70.50
64.00 64.00
57.50 57.50
51.00 51.00
44.50 44.50
38.00 38.00
31.50 31.50
25.00 25.00 - \
[C] (]
(e) 6 = 0.0042° (f) 6 = 0.0045°

Figure 14. Temperature distribution on pad upper surface.

4.2. Relationship between Load and Inclination Angle

During the rotation of the unit, the wedge-shaped oil film produces an axial force. The
axial force F varies with the inclination 6. Through numerical calculation, the variation
curve of axial force F with inclination 6 is obtained, as shown in Figure 15. With the increase
of inclination 6, the dynamic pressure force increases, so the axial force borne by the thrust
bearing increases.
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4000 4
3500 A
3000 A
2500 A
2000 A

1500 A

Axial Force F/t

1000 4
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0.0030  0.0033  0.0036  0.0039  0.0042  0.0045 0.0048  0.0051

Inclination 6/°
Figure 15. The variation curve of axial force F with inclination 6.

4.3. Oil Film Characteristics under Different Working Conditions

Based on the above, the inclination 6 of the wedge-shaped oil film as well as the tem-
perature and pressure in the oil film are analyzed under the optimum working condition,
minimum working condition, maximum working condition, and rated working condition
of the bearing.

The axial force F of the unit has the following relationship with the unit weight G and
hydraulic thrust Fj:

F=G-F (7)

where G = 2680.5¢. G and F, can be determined from the operation data of the Baihetan
Power Station.

Therefore, the axial force of bearings under different working conditions can be
calculated according to the hydraulic thrust and unit weight. According to the F-0 curve
shown in Figure 15, the oil film inclination 6 can be obtained, and the temperature and
pressure in the oil film can be calculated. The results are shown in Table 4.

Table 4. The oil film inclination § under different working conditions.

Conditions Hydraulic Thrust Fj,/t Axial Force F/t Inclination 6/°
Optimum operating 653 2027 0.0039
condition
Minimum head condition 786 1895 0.0038
Maximum head condition 694 1987 0.0039
Rated condition 1020 1660 0.0037

The temperature and pressure distributions of the oil film on the collar are shown
in Figures 16 and 17, respectively. The results show that under the optimum operating
condition, the maximum pressure of the collar surface is 2.57 MPa, and the maximum
temperature is 76.72 °C. Under the minimum head condition, the maximum pressure of the
collar surface is 2.40 MPa, and the maximum temperature is 76.49 °C. Under the maximum
head condition, the maximum pressure of the collar surface is 2.57 MPa, and the maximum
temperature is 76.72 °C. Under the rated condition, the maximum pressure of the collar
surface is 2.23 MPa, and the maximum temperature is 76.29 °C.
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Figure 16. Pressure distribution on collar under different working conditions.

Temperature Temperature
76.00
I 70.90
65.80
60.70
55.60
50.50
45.40
40.30
35.20
30.10
25.00 L
(€ |
(a) Optimum operating condition (b) Minimum head condition
Temperature Temperature
76.00 76.00
I 70.90 70.90
65.80 65.80
60.70 60.70
55.60 55.607
50.50 50.50
45.40 45.40
40.30 40.30
35.20 35.20
30.10 30.10
25.00 25.00

(€]

(c) Maximum head condition (d) Rated condition

Figure 17. Temperature distribution on collar under different working conditions.

4.4. Influence of Deviation

The deviation models of thrust bearings, considering the circumferential deviation «
and radial deviation d, as defined in Figure 9, are numerically calculated. The numerical
results show that the axial force F of the bearing decreases with the increase of radial
installation deviation d, as shown in Figure 18a. As the deviation d increases, the contact
area between the oil film and the pad decreases, and the axial force on the pad decreases.
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However, the axial force F is basically constant with the increase of circumferential deviation
«, as shown in Figure 18b; the axial deviation has little effect on the contact area.
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Figure 18. Variation of axial force on bearings with deviation.

5. Conclusions

In this paper, the thrust bearing model of the mixed-flow hydraulic turbine unit of
the Baihetan Power Station and the deviation model of thrust bearings are established.
Using the thermo-elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication numerical calculation method based
on computational fluid dynamics to solve the momentum equation, continuity equation,
and energy equation, the pressure and temperature characteristics of oil film at different
inclination angles and installation deviations are analyzed. The main conclusions are
as follows:

(a) Under the action of wedge-shaped oil film, the axial force increases with the increase
of the inclination angle, but the temperature and pressure also increase, which may
lead to safety risks to a certain extent. Through calculation, under the optimum
operating condition, the inclination angle is 0.0039 degrees; under rated condition,
the inclination angle is 0.0037 degrees.

(b) The numerical results show that the axial force F of the bearing decreases with the
increase of radial installation deviation d. The axial force F is basically constant with
the increase of circumferential deviation a. Therefore, it is more important to pay
attention to the radial installation deviation during the installation.

Overall, in this paper, through numerical analysis, the characteristics of thrust bearing
oil film are studied. The research results are helpful for the analysis of oil film lubrication
characteristics. Since elastic deformation is not considered in this study, thermo-elasto-
hydrodynamic research will be the focus of future work. The research on the influence of
installation deviation on oil film characteristics can provide reference for the installation of
turbine units and contribute to the safe operation of the units.
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