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Abstract: Measuring the water content of slopes is essential because the distribution and migration
of water within slopes are important factors of landslide instability. In this study, the relationship
between the resistivity, volumetric temperature water content and temperature of landslide soil was
modelled. The model was validated by indoor landslide model tests and field tests in Baijiabao to
investigate the effect of reservoir water levels on the water content of landslide slopes. Test results
showed that, as the reservoir levels rose, the water content of the landslide soil increased. Moreover, a
good correspondence between the measured results and the inversion results based on the resistivity
data was obtained by using the high-density electrical method in combination with the developed
model of the relationship between resistivity, volumetric water content and temperature, indicating
that the proposed method is reliable and practicable in hydrodynamic landslide monitoring.

Keywords: electrical resistivity; high-density resistivity; landslide; moisture distribution; water
condition

1. Introduction

Hydrodynamic landslides are slope geotechnical instability hazards driven by hydro-
dynamic factors, such as glacial snow melting, rainfall, water level changes, surface runoff
and groundwater activities [1–5]. Water plays a key role, not only in the shape, movement
and disaster-causing processes of landslides, but also in hydrodynamic response, which
is closely related to the occurrence of landslide hazards. The official statistics from the
Ministry of Natural Resources of China disclose that most landslide hazards are induced by
hydrodynamic factors, such as rainfall, water level changes and glacial melting [6–8]. Mois-
ture distribution inside slopes is greatly affected by reservoir water levels, and its response
considerably affects landslide instability and failure. Numerous studies have demonstrated
that fluctuations in reservoir water levels change the geological environment of bank slopes,
resulting in variations in the matric suction of unsaturated soil with the water content of
slope bodies and the distribution of moisture inside slopes. This phenomenon generates
instability and damage by inducing an unbalanced internal force in slope bodies [9]. If
the water level in a reservoir area rises, the pore water pressure and soil pressure within
the landslide body also increase. Moreover, the matric suction force decreases; the upper
side of the landslide damage area produces tension cracks; the lower side undergoes soil
swelling due to the extrusion effect; and the foot of the slope experiences local flow soil
and other phenomena. When the water levels of a reservoir landslide change, the internal
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seepage field near the average water storage level is frequently disturbed by frequent
alternation between wetting and drying, and structure and mechanical strength deteriorate
continuously; this effect, in turn, increases the possibility of reservoir landslides [10,11].
Therefore, the corresponding law of water distribution and the migration characteristics of
landslides must be studied with regard to hydrodynamic conditions [12].

Given that soil water content affects slope stability, studying its variation is impor-
tant. The drying method is the most direct and reliable method for measuring moisture
content. Although it is widely used because of its facile operation and high accuracy, it
is inefficient and difficult to use for long-term monitoring. Amongst field measurement
methods, remote sensing [13] is suitable for large-scale water content testing. It has the
advantages of a wide monitoring range and high efficiency, and does not damage the
soil layer. Nevertheless, its spatial resolution is low and easily disturbed by factors such
as topography, vegetation cover and soil roughness, and its measurement technology re-
mains immature. The measurement methods applicable to soil moisture monitoring are
time-domain reflection [14–18], frequency-domain reflection [19], the neutron method [20]
and the infrared test method. Although each method has its advantages, they all have
certain limitations.

The geophysical method is a non-invasive method for site investigation that provides
new technical ideas for obtaining the cross-sectional data on soil water content. The high-
density electrical method is one of the most important geophysical exploration methods [21],
and is based on the electrical method [22–25]. The high-density resistivity method is an
array-based exploration method in which the spatial and temporal distribution of resistivity
is obtained by laying electrodes in the measured medium and measuring soil resistance [26].
The presence of moisture reduces the resistivity value of different water-bearing media.
The high-density electrical method is feasible and advantageous because it can quickly
collect geoelectric data over a large area and facilitate a comprehensive understanding of
moisture distribution in water-bearing media [27].

Soil grain characteristics, pore characteristics, saturation and temperature are the four
main factors affecting soil resistivity [28]. Amongst these factors, water content [29] and
temperature [30] are more influential than others. In addition, the stability of hydrodynamic
slopes is most influenced by environmental factors, i.e., temperature, and water level,
i.e., water content. Thus, establishing a resistivity model based on water content and
temperature is important for capturing water level distribution by using high-density
electrical methods.

In this study, the Baijiabao landslide was taken as the research object and the relation-
ship of soil resistivity with hydrodynamic slope volumetric water content and temperature
was systematically studied by applying high-density electrical measurement technology,
combining indoor geotechnical tests, indoor physical model tests and field monitoring, and
establishing a resistivity–volumetric water content–temperature relationship model. The
model was applied to the field monitoring of the Baijiabao landslide and was verified to
be useful for practical application in monitoring water migration within landslides under
hydrodynamic conditions.

2. Electric Conductivity Model of the Soil

Establishing the conductivity model of the slope soil by applying the high-density
resistivity method is an important task in the measurement of water distribution in slopes.
A series of specimens with different parameters were utilized to obtain the electric conduc-
tivity model of the soil, and their electrical resistivity was measured.

2.1. Test Scheme

For a certain type of soil, electric conductivity varies in accordance with numerous
factors, such as compactness, moisture content, ion type and pore water content and
temperature. In this study, the relationship between electrical resistivity, compactness,
moisture content and temperature was investigated. Soil can be considered as a three-phase
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system consisting of solid, liquid and gas. Thus, porosity n and saturation Sr (%) were used
to define the structural characteristics of the specimens. Porosity n reflects the compactness
of the soil, and is defined as

n = 100
ρw − ρd
ρwatSr

, (1)

where ρw
(
g/cm3) is the wet density of the specimen; ρd

(
g/cm3) is the dry density of

the specimen; and ρwat
(
g/cm3) is the density of the water. Sr (%) is the saturation of

the specimen, and can be used to describe the volumetric water content ω, which can be
expressed as

ω =
nSr

100
. (2)

Four kinds of specimens were designed with porosities of 0.36, 0.4, 0.44 and 0.48 to
build an electric conductivity model of the soil. For each type of specimen, saturation
was set to 0%, 40%, 60% and 99%. The resistivity of each specimen was tested at different
temperatures, i.e., 10 ◦C, 20 ◦C, 30 ◦C, 40 ◦C and 50 ◦C.

2.2. Test Method

The soil used in the experiment was collected from the Baijiabao landslide in the Three
Gorges Reservoir area. It is described in detail below. The selected soil had a particle
density of 2.75 g/cm3 and a natural moisture content of 7.4%. After air drying, grinding,
screening and heat drying, the treated soil was stored in a sealed bag.

On the basis of the preset test scheme, a series of specimens was used as illustrated
in Figure 1a,b. The test results were based on the average of three test specimens with
preset porosity and saturation to reduce test error. A triaxial saturator and a vacuum
water dispenser were used, as displayed in Figure 1c, to ensure that the specimen reached
a saturation of 100%. A cabinet with constant temperature and humidity was applied
to regulate the temperature of the specimen, and the saturation was held constant, as
illustrated in Figure 1d.
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Figure 1. Indoor experiment: (a) soil sample preparation, (b) soil specimen production, (c) saturated
specimen and (d) temperature and humidity control.

Figure 2 depicts the two-electrode method used in this study. Through this method,
the electrical resistivity of the specimen ρ(Ω·m) can be expressed as

ρ =
US
IL

, (3)

where U (V) is the potential difference between the two sides of the specimen; I (A) is the
current flowing through the specimen; S

(
m2) is the sectional area of the specimen and

L (m) is the length of the specimen. As illustrated Figure 2, conductive paste was painted
onto the inner surface of the copper electrode to guarantee measurement accuracy.
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Figure 2. Soil resistivity test with the two-electrode method.

2.3. Results and Analysis

Figure 3 shows that resistivity increased with the increase in porosity, whereas the
other conditions did not vary greatly. However, when saturation was high, the effect of the
increase in porosity on resistivity was relatively small because the electrical conductivity of
the soil was mainly determined by pore water. For the same soil–rock composite media,
resistivity decreased considerably with the increase in saturation. Therefore, in this study,
porosity and saturation were combined into one index, namely volumetric water content.

Figure 4 presents the influence of volumetric water content and temperature on resis-
tivity. The changes in resistivity under different temperature conditions were approximately
the same and were negatively correlated with water content. When the volumetric water
content was constant, resistivity decreased with the increase in temperature. When the
volumetric water content was less than 25%, resistivity increased rapidly. With the increase
in volumetric water content, resistivity changed rapidly due to the good conductivity of
the water inside pores. When the volumetric water content exceeded 35%, the resistivity of
soil and stone aggregates decreased slowly with the further increase in volumetric water
content. When volumetric water content exceeded a certain value, the liquid water within
the pores formed a continuous network and the additional liquid water did not greatly
reduce the resistivity value of the soil.
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When the other conditions remained unchanged, resistivity exhibited a regular non-
linear change with volumetric water content. Resistivity changed from 50 Ω·m to 15 Ω·m
when the volumetric water content was varied from 0.12 to 0.47 at 10 ◦C. At 50 ◦C, resis-
tivity changed from 23 Ω·m to 8 Ω·m when the volumetric water content was changed
from 0.12 to 0.47. That is, the lower the temperature, the greater the change in resistivity
with the change in volumetric water content. When the volumetric water content was 0.12,
resistivity changed from 50 Ω·m to 22 Ω·m with the change in the temperature from 10 ◦C
to 50 ◦C. When the volumetric water content was 0.47, resistivity changed from 17 Ω·m
to 8 Ω·m when the temperature was changed from 10 ◦C to 50 ◦C. That is, the lower the
volumetric water content, the greater the change in resistivity with the change in tempera-
ture. Figure 4 shows that, although the resistivity of the specimen had a turning point or
even an opposite trend at different water content intervals, the overall trend and resistivity
were strongly negatively correlated. Therefore, a reliable model of the relationship between
conductivity, volumetric water content and temperature can be established.

2.4. Resistivity Model

Although many studies have been conducted on the relationship between the resis-
tivity of rocks with the soil mass and its different influencing factors, the resistivity of a
medium remains complex because it is affected by the physical properties of the soil mass,
the chemical composition of the aqueous solution and external temperature. No calculation
formula can perfectly reflect these relationships. The influence of the chemical composition
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of liquid water on resistivity was not considered in this study. As mentioned above, resis-
tivity has a significant negative correlation with volumetric water content and temperature.
In consideration of the factors of volumetric water content and external temperature and in
accordance with the above test data, the resistivity of the studied soil–rock aggregate can
be expressed as follows and the fitted surface is shown in Figure 5:

Ω = 71.9615− 134.66918ω− 1.10565t + 63.46923ω2 + 0.00659t2 + 1.07183ωt, (4)

where Ω is the resistivity value, ω is the volumetric water content and t is the tempera-
ture. Comparing the fitted formula with the measured data revealed that the correlation
coefficient of the formula was 0.98391, which indicated a high goodness of fit.
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3. Large-Scale Landslide Indoor Model Test

A large-scale landslide model test was conducted to verify the reliability of the ob-
tained resistivity model. The landslide model was applied to investigate the migration
characteristics of slope water under two hydraulic conditions: changes in water level in
front of the slope and rainfall. Water content, pore water pressure and resistivity, which
can reflect the soil state, were measured during the test.

3.1. Construction of the Model Test

Figure 6 shows that the landslide model was built on a special test platform, which
was 8 m long, 2 m wide and 3.5 m high. A water supply pipe and a drainage pipe, which
could control the water level at the front of the slope, were located at the left end of the test
platform. A series of nozzles were installed on top of the test platform to simulate different
rainfall intensities.

The material of the landslide body was the same as the material used in the resistivity
test, and the initial material parameters were the density γ of 1.7 g/cm3 and moisture
content ω of 15%. The tamping method was used to build the landslide model with respect
to operability. The thickness of the filling level and the number of hammers were strictly
controlled to ensure that the material in different parts of the landslide model had the
material properties specified in Table 1.
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Table 1. Material properties of the landslide body.

Name Initial Volumetric Water Content Initial Density

Landslide body 15% 1.7 g/cm3

Soil moisture sensors were installed in the landslide model, and Figure 7 illustrates
the soil moisture pressure sensors arranged in four sections. The high-density resistivity
method, the main measurement method in this experiment, was applied to the landslide
model, and electrode bars were inserted into the surface of the landslide with a horizontal
interval of 0.2 m. The sensors and measuring equipment used are shown in Figure 8.
The soil moisture (water content) sensor was a product developed by Laiende Intelligent
Technology Ltd., and its technical parameters are specified in Table 2.

Table 2. Technical parameters of the soil moisture sensor.

Model Specification LD-EC

Signal Output Type RS485 interface, Modbus protocol
Measuring Range 0–100%

Accuracy 3%
Operating Environment −40–85 ◦C

External Dimensions (mm) 45 × 15 × 145
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3.2. Hydraulic Conditions

Reservoir water levels are an important hydrodynamic condition of reservoir slopes.
They can result in displacements and affect slope stability. In this experiment, four water
levels were used. The specifications of water levels and durations are displayed in Figure 9.
The influence of rainfall was also studied in the experiment. The rainfall duration was 24 h,
and the rainfall intensity was set to 0.29 and 0.25 mm/min. These two important hydraulic
conditions were simulated in the landslide model, and their responses were tested and
analyzed in detail.

3.3. Test Results

Data on the resistivity, temperature and volumetric water content of the landslide
body were obtained from indoor model experiments on the landslide. Then, the predicted
volumetric water content of the landslide body was inverted by using the previously
specified resistivity equation in combination with the experimentally obtained resistivity
and temperature data. Monitoring data taken over 60 h of the rising phase of the reservoir
water levels were selected for calculation and analysis to verify the correctness of the
above resistivity model. The resistivity and temperature values at the exact locations of the
sensors were selected for inverse analysis to correspond to the actual monitoring data on
water content on a case-by-case basis.
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The actual measured volumetric water content of the landslide model ranged from 5%
to 50% within the design conditions of the laboratory test, and the soil water content of the
landslide gradually increased as the water levels of the reservoir rose and water gradually
infiltrated the landslide during the rising phase of reservoir water levels.

As shown in Figure 10, a slight difference was found between the values of volumetric
water content obtained from the equations fitted in this study and the actual monitored
volumetric water content. Moreover, the predicted values were distributed around the
actual monitored values, and the root mean square error of the model was only 0.0211.
Therefore, the inversion of the resistivity model is suitable and has a certain reliability.
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4. Field Experiment
4.1. Brief Introduction to the Baijiabao Landslide
4.1.1. Spatial Morphology and Material Composition of the Baijiabao Landslide

The Baijiabao landslide is located in Group 2 of Xiangjiadian Village, Zigui County,
in the Three Gorges Reservoir area on the right bank of the Xiangxi River, which is a
tributary of the north bank of the Yangtze River. It is 2.5 km away from the Xiangxi
Estuary and 41.2 km away from the Three Gorges Dam site. Its geographical coordinates
are 30◦58′59.9′′ N, 110◦45′33.4′′ E. The slope body wherein the landslide is located has a
gentle platform slope and gully ridge, and its terrain varies greatly. The strata in this area
are dominated by Jurassic sand and mudstone. Given that the study area is located in
the western Hubei fold mountain, the terrain gradient changes considerably. The valley
area, low hill area and middle alpine denudation mesa terrain slope are slow and are
typical erosion structure types. The landslide had no obvious surface macrodeformation
characteristics before the Three Gorges Reservoir was impounded in 2003, but began
to show signs of deformation after the impoundment. A realistic view of the Baijiabao
landslide feature is shown in Figure 11.
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The Baijiabao landslide is a typical landslide soil accumulation. Its back edge is bound
by a steep and slow intersection on the landform. The Baijiabao landslide has a trend of
approximately 40◦, and its back edge has an elevation of approximately 270 m. The left and
right sides of the landslide are bound by a protruding ridge with exposed bedrock on both
sides. The right side of the ridge reaches 85◦. The leading edge runs straight to the Xiangxi
River, with an elevation of approximately 125 m. The landslide is narrow from top to
bottom, with an average width of approximately 400 m. Its leading edge is approximately
500 m wide, its trailing edge is approximately 300 m wide and its longitudinal length is
approximately 550 m. The landslide accumulation body has an average thickness of 35 m.
The landslide body has a surface volume of 24 × 104 m2 and a volume of 840 × 104 m3

as shown in Figure 12. Geomorphologically, the front part of the landslide is convex and
falls into the Xiangxi River with an average slope of approximately 20◦; the middle part is
relatively gentle and is approximately 10◦–15◦ and the rear part is steep. The landslide is
a typical reverse slope with a concave profile. The material composition of the landslide
is mainly landslide deposits comprising grey–yellow and brown–yellow silty clay and
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irregularly alternating intercalated gravel and fragmentary stone soil. The silty clay is loose
to slightly dense, hard plastic to plastic and slightly wet, and the block stone is mainly
composed of strong to moderately weathered sandstone and mudstone with a fragment
content of 5–50% and a particle size of 0.2–60 cm. The gravel soil is slightly dense to dense.
The stone content can reach 30–50%, and the fine soil contains silty clay, clay and breccia.
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4.1.2. Analysis of the Genesis Mechanism of the Baijiabao Landslide

A strong correlation was observed amongst landslides, water storage and rainfall.
Although the water stored in the reservoir is insufficient to cause landslide damage, it often
induces deformation and numerous surface cracks. This condition allows the enrichment
and migration of surface water in the landslide body, and rainwater enters the slope surface
along the cracks, reducing the shear strength of the soft ground surface and thus promoting
landslide sliding damage. The Baijiabao landslide was caused by numerous cracks on the
surface of the back edge and both sides of the edge of the landslide. Under continuous
rainfall, rainwater poured into the cracks, resulting in severe deformation.

As depicted in Figure 13, after the completion of the Three Gorges Dam, the rapid
rise of the water level of the Xiangxi River from approximately 70 m to 145 m resulted in
the submergence of part of the geotechnical body by the reservoir water. The immersion
effect of the water changed physical and mechanical properties. Continuous rainfall
generated cracks in the ground surface. When rainwater infiltrated these cracks, the
moisture distribution inside the slope level increased, the landslide materials became
soaked and softened, and siltation occurred. Shear strength then decreased, resulting in
damage to the reservoir bank slopes and landslide deformation. Therefore, fluctuations
in reservoir water levels and rainfall are the main factors of landslide deformation. In
addition, river erosion at the leading edge of the landslide, the formation of open surfaces
and the road truncation of the slope indirectly contributed to the revival of the landslide.



Water 2023, 15, 895 13 of 22

Water 2023, 15, 895 13 of 23 
 

 

As depicted in Figure 13, after the completion of the Three Gorges Dam, the rapid 
rise of the water level of the Xiangxi River from approximately 70 m to 145 m resulted in 
the submergence of part of the geotechnical body by the reservoir water. The immersion 
effect of the water changed physical and mechanical properties. Continuous rainfall gen-
erated cracks in the ground surface. When rainwater infiltrated these cracks, the moisture 
distribution inside the slope level increased, the landslide materials became soaked and 
softened, and siltation occurred. Shear strength then decreased, resulting in damage to the 
reservoir bank slopes and landslide deformation. Therefore, fluctuations in reservoir wa-
ter levels and rainfall are the main factors of landslide deformation. In addition, river ero-
sion at the leading edge of the landslide, the formation of open surfaces and the road 
truncation of the slope indirectly contributed to the revival of the landslide. 

 
Figure 13. Longitudinal profile of the Baijiabao landslide. 

4.2. Measurement Scheme 
The Baijiabao landslide soil body was surveyed by using the high-density electrical 

method to monitor its moisture content distribution during fluctuations in reservoir water 
levels and verify the feasibility of the resistivity model for practical engineering. As shown 
in Figure 14, high-density electrical method instruments were arranged along four survey 
lines on the landslide body. The numerical position in the figure is the starting point of 
the measurement. A soil moisture sensor and the drying method were used to obtain the 
true value of the water content of the landslide body on the basis of samples drilled at the 
intersections of the survey lines. A soil moisture thermometer was utilized to measure the 
temperature of the soil body at different depths. The instrument arrangement of the high-
density electric method was as follows: The longitudinal electrode spacing was set to 2 m, 
the wiring length was 40 m and 20 electrodes were arranged in accordance with the Wen-
ner α mode. The horizontal electrode spacing was 1 m, the wiring length was 20 m and 20 
electrodes were arranged in accordance with the Wenner α mode. 

Figure 13. Longitudinal profile of the Baijiabao landslide.

4.2. Measurement Scheme

The Baijiabao landslide soil body was surveyed by using the high-density electrical
method to monitor its moisture content distribution during fluctuations in reservoir water
levels and verify the feasibility of the resistivity model for practical engineering. As shown
in Figure 14, high-density electrical method instruments were arranged along four survey
lines on the landslide body. The numerical position in the figure is the starting point of
the measurement. A soil moisture sensor and the drying method were used to obtain the
true value of the water content of the landslide body on the basis of samples drilled at the
intersections of the survey lines. A soil moisture thermometer was utilized to measure
the temperature of the soil body at different depths. The instrument arrangement of the
high-density electric method was as follows: The longitudinal electrode spacing was set to
2 m, the wiring length was 40 m and 20 electrodes were arranged in accordance with the
Wenner α mode. The horizontal electrode spacing was 1 m, the wiring length was 20 m
and 20 electrodes were arranged in accordance with the Wenner α mode.
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Firstly, the starting point was determined to be as close as possible to the Xiangxi River
to ensure safety as shown in Figure 15. Then, a tape measure was employed to determine
the position of the electrical instrument and the electrodes were aligned in a straight line.
After inserting an electrode rod into the soil, the electrode wire was connected without a
power supply. The instrument was turned on for measurement after the measuring lines
and points of the high-density electrical instrument were arranged. Given the high input
voltage, no one was allowed near the electrode during measurement. The measurement
conditions were the variations in the reservoir level, as shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Reservoir water levels during measurement.

Real-Time Reservoir Water Level (m)

First measurement 168.11
Second measurement 168.26
Third measurement 168.40

Fourth measurement 168.67

Borehole sampling with a Luoyang shovel was performed at the intersection of the
transverse and longitudinal survey lines (Figure 16) to test the reliability of the predicted
results. Each sampling hole was divided into layers with an interval of 0.5 m. Three soil
samples were taken with a ring knife, and each hole was divided into six layers with a
depth of 3 m. Each soil sample was treated on the same day and weighed to determine
its mass and volume. A microwave oven was used to dry the soil sample. Then, the soil
sample was weighed to determine its quality and calculate its water content.
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4.3. Results and Analysis

As depicted in Figure 17, the distribution of resistivity values at the four lines of the
landslide field test was obtained by using the electrical inversion software RES2DINV
on the basis of the least squares method. The resistivity of the landslide soil at survey
lines one and two had distinct horizontal and vertical spatial distribution characteristics.
In the vertical direction, the surface layer of the landslide soil was a low-resistance area
because the reservoir water was in a rising phase for a week before the monitoring and
the surface soil was washed by water. High resistance was found below the surface of the
low-resistance area to the monitoring boundary because the landslide soil is a multiphase
composite soil–rock mixture with a large amount of disordered soil and rocks, and the
deeper soil had high resistance when it was not infiltrated by seepage from the reservoir
water. In the horizontal direction, the area close to the reservoir water location was a
low-resistance area. During the rising phase of the reservoir water, the reservoir water
recharged and percolated into the landslide soil body. The water content of the landslide
soil increased, and the resistivity value accordingly decreased. The increase in the soil
resistivity value at the area away from the reservoir water reflected the migration path of
the soil water.

Water 2023, 15, 895 16 of 23 
 

 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

 
(d) 

Figure 17. Resistivity distribution of different measuring lines: (a) survey line 1; (b) survey line 2; 
(c) survey line 3; (d) survey line 4. 

Figure 18 shows that, at locations distant from the reservoir surface, the soil moisture 
content decreased with the increase in depth because it was located far from the reservoir 
water. Moreover, the degree of the influence of reservoir water fluctuation gradually de-
creased. At locations near the reservoir surface, the soil water content increased with 
depth because under the condition in which reservoir water levels rose, the water slowly 
infiltrated upward from the bottom. Moreover, given that the Baijiabao landslide has low 
permeability, the water had limited ability to percolate and move at great depths. Alt-
hough the water content values at all four survey lines were larger at the near-water end 
than at the far-water end, the difference was small. The difference in water content be-
tween the two ends of the survey line near the water surface was approximately 10%. The 
difference in water content between the two ends of the survey line far from the water 
surface was within 6%. With time, the water content at the far end changed negligibly and 
that at the near end increased slowly. The water contents at the near ends of survey lines 
1, 2 and 3 all increased from approximately 40% to approximately 42%, and the overall 
water contents at survey lines 1 and 3 were higher than those at survey line 2. Survey line 
4 was farther away from the water surface than the other three lines, and the water content 
at its near-water end increased by <0.5% from approximately 35% to less than 36%. 

Figure 17. Resistivity distribution of different measuring lines: (a) survey line 1; (b) survey line 2;
(c) survey line 3; (d) survey line 4.



Water 2023, 15, 895 16 of 22

At survey lines three and four, the horizontal differences in the distribution of the
resistivity of the landslide soil were more significant than the vertical differences. Both
survey lines in the area near the reservoir water represented a low-resistance area. The
resistivity at line three increased steeply at 12 m, which is a rocky area in accordance
with the site survey, and increased in the vertical direction at 0.8 m from the soil surface,
presumably due to groundwater infiltration into the soil. This phenomenon was also
corroborated by the site borehole test, which found that groundwater was present in the
borehole at 0.8 m. The smaller resistivity at 2 m than at 18 m indicated that the coefficient
of permeability of the landslide was high near the upstream of the Xiangxi River. In this
area, the reservoir water had a rapid infiltration rate and extensive infiltration range.

Figure 18 shows that, at locations distant from the reservoir surface, the soil moisture
content decreased with the increase in depth because it was located far from the reservoir
water. Moreover, the degree of the influence of reservoir water fluctuation gradually
decreased. At locations near the reservoir surface, the soil water content increased with
depth because under the condition in which reservoir water levels rose, the water slowly
infiltrated upward from the bottom. Moreover, given that the Baijiabao landslide has low
permeability, the water had limited ability to percolate and move at great depths. Although
the water content values at all four survey lines were larger at the near-water end than at
the far-water end, the difference was small. The difference in water content between the
two ends of the survey line near the water surface was approximately 10%. The difference
in water content between the two ends of the survey line far from the water surface was
within 6%. With time, the water content at the far end changed negligibly and that at the
near end increased slowly. The water contents at the near ends of survey lines 1, 2 and 3 all
increased from approximately 40% to approximately 42%, and the overall water contents at
survey lines 1 and 3 were higher than those at survey line 2. Survey line 4 was farther away
from the water surface than the other three lines, and the water content at its near-water
end increased by <0.5% from approximately 35% to less than 36%.

No rainfall occurred during the week before and during the monitoring period, and
the water content data obtained from monitoring predictions were unaffected by rainfall
conditions, and all resulted from fluctuations in reservoir water level.

The moisture content data at drill points were obtained by using the traditional drying
method. Table 4 shows that volumetric water content varied within the range of roughly
4% with the increase in the depth of the two boreholes at the far-water end of points a and
b, and in the range of approximately 6% with the increase in the depth of the two boreholes
at the near-water end of points c and d. The volumetric water contents at point a ranged
from 33.3% to 37.2%, those at point b ranged from 30.6% to 34.9%, those at point c ranged
from 37.8% to 43.0% and those at point d ranged from 36.8% to 42.1%. The temperature
varied widely from the surface to the interior of the landslide soil, from 32 ◦C to 22 ◦C with
the increase in depth, whereas the temperature difference was small at the same depth at
different boreholes. Therefore, the temperature at different depths is a significant factor.

Table 4. Volumetric water content and temperature at drilling points.

Location 1 m 2 m 3 m 4 m 5 m 6 m

a 33.30% 33.64% 34.34% 35.27% 36.10% 37.13%
b 30.69% 31.59% 32.51% 33.15% 34.20% 34.83%
c 37.82% 38.40% 39.32% 40.72% 41.55% 42.94%
d 36.88% 38.03% 39.20% 39.62% 40.81% 42.07%

Temperature 32 ◦C 28 ◦C 27 ◦C 25 ◦C 24 ◦C 22 ◦C
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The data corresponding to borehole locations were selected for comparison and ver-
ification to determine the accuracy of the inversion data from the high-density electrical
method and the proposed hybrid model for the Baijiabao landslide field test. As shown in
Figure 19, the measured values of water content at borehole locations and the inversion
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values of the proposed method presented the same trend. The fluctuation in the predicted
values above and below the actual values indicated the absence of overall over- or underes-
timation. The mean-square error value between the two values was 0.346 with an R2 of
0.9706. This result was indicative of a small difference between the inversion and measured
values of the model.
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Amongst the four measurement lines at the landslide site, two vertical lines (one and
two) were measured four times with the change in reservoir water level, and two horizontal
lines (three and four) were measured three times with the change in reservoir water level.
The water content contour map of the landslide soil obtained from the prediction of the
four survey lines was plotted, as shown in Figure 20.
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Figure 20. Distribution of the moisture contents of different measuring lines: (a) survey line 1; (b) 
survey line 2; (c) survey line 3; (d) survey line 4. 

5. Conclusions 
The relationship between resistivity and volumetric water content and temperature 

was quantified through an indoor geotechnical test, and a resistivity model was con-
structed. Then, an indoor landslide model test was established to verify the accuracy of 
the established model. Finally, the Baijiabao landslide was tested by using high-density 
electrical measurements. The water content distribution in the Baijiabao landslide was de-
rived on the basis of the inversion of the above resistivity model, and the distribution 
characteristics of water content in response to the change in reservoir level were analyzed. 
The following conclusions were drawn: 
1. Resistivity is considerably correlated with water content and temperature. Given that 

temperature is not correlated with water content, dry density and pore ratio and af-
fects only the change in resistivity, it is one of the parameters that must be considered. 
Hence, in this study, volumetric water content and temperature were selected for the 
study of resistivity, and a resistivity model was established. 

2. The model of the relationship of resistivity with volumetric water content and tem-
perature can be used to monitor moisture distribution within slopes under hydrody-
namic conditions. 

3. The characteristics of water migration in slopes under complex hydrodynamic con-
ditions were investigated. The water content in the landslide soil close to the reser-
voir were found to rise and reach saturation rapidly as the reservoir’s water level 
rose. The water content of the landslide soil responded slowly with the increase in 
reservoir water levels. The water content of the landslide soil changed with a certain 
lag time only after the water level rose further. Furthermore, the lag increased with 
the distance from the reservoir. Hysteresis was evident with the increase in the water 
level position.  
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Figure 20. Distribution of the moisture contents of different measuring lines: (a) survey line 1;
(b) survey line 2; (c) survey line 3; (d) survey line 4.

For survey lines one and two, the volumetric water content was larger at the location
closer to the reservoir surface and gradually decreased as the distance from the water
surface increased. Similar results were found for survey lines three and four; given that both
ends of survey line four were far from the water surface, the water content profile of survey
line four changed nominally. The water content of line three near the reservoir gradually
decreased from left to right and changed more than that of line four, indicating that the
landslide was near the upstream Xiangxi River with a large permeability coefficient. The
reservoir water gradually penetrated the landslide body, and the permeability coefficient
gradually decreased in the downstream direction with a slow permeability rate. Similarly,
comparing survey line one with survey line two revealed that the moisture content values
of survey line one were greater overall than those of survey line two. These findings
confirmed the above conclusions.

5. Conclusions

The relationship between resistivity and volumetric water content and temperature
was quantified through an indoor geotechnical test, and a resistivity model was constructed.
Then, an indoor landslide model test was established to verify the accuracy of the estab-
lished model. Finally, the Baijiabao landslide was tested by using high-density electrical
measurements. The water content distribution in the Baijiabao landslide was derived on
the basis of the inversion of the above resistivity model, and the distribution characteristics
of water content in response to the change in reservoir level were analyzed. The following
conclusions were drawn:

1. Resistivity is considerably correlated with water content and temperature. Given
that temperature is not correlated with water content, dry density and pore ratio
and affects only the change in resistivity, it is one of the parameters that must be
considered. Hence, in this study, volumetric water content and temperature were
selected for the study of resistivity, and a resistivity model was established.

2. The model of the relationship of resistivity with volumetric water content and tem-
perature can be used to monitor moisture distribution within slopes under hydrody-
namic conditions.

3. The characteristics of water migration in slopes under complex hydrodynamic condi-
tions were investigated. The water content in the landslide soil close to the reservoir
were found to rise and reach saturation rapidly as the reservoir’s water level rose.
The water content of the landslide soil responded slowly with the increase in reser-
voir water levels. The water content of the landslide soil changed with a certain lag
time only after the water level rose further. Furthermore, the lag increased with the
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distance from the reservoir. Hysteresis was evident with the increase in the water
level position.
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