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Abstract

:

To clarify the precipitation forecast skills of climate forecast operations in the flood season in Liaoning Province of China, this study examines the forecast accuracies of China’s national and provincial operational climate prediction products and the self-developed objective prediction methods and climate model products by Shenyang Regional Climate Center (SRCC) in the flood season in Liaoning. Furthermore, the forecast accuracies of the main influencing factors on the precipitation in the flood season of Liaoning are assessed. The results show that the SRCC objective methods have a relatively high accuracy. The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) sub-seasonal forecast initialized at the sub-nearest time has the best performance in June. The National Climate Center (NCC) Climate System Model sub-seasonal forecast initialized at the sub-nearest time, and the ECMWF seasonal and sub-seasonal forecasts initialized at the nearest time, perform the best in July. The NCC sub-seasonal forecast initialized at the sub-nearest time has the best performance in August. For the accuracy of the SRCC objective method, the more significant the equatorial Middle East Pacific sea surface temperature (SST) anomaly is, the higher the evaluation score of the dynamic–analogue correction method is. The more significant the North Atlantic SST tripole is, the higher the score of the hybrid downscaling method is. For the forecast accuracy of the main influencing factors of precipitation, the tropical Atlantic SST and the north–south anti-phase SST in the northwest Pacific can well predict the locations of the southern vortex and the northern vortex in early summer, respectively. The warm (clod) SST in China offshore has a good forecast performance on the weak (strong) southerly wind in midsummer in Northeast China. The accuracy of using the SST in the Nino 1+2 areas to predict the north–south location of the western Pacific subtropical high is better than that of using Kuroshio SST. The accuracy of predicting northward-moving typhoons from July to September by using the SST in the west-wind-drift area is better than using the SST in the Nino 3 area. The above conclusions are of great significance for improving the short-term climate prediction in Liaoning.
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1. Introduction


Severe floods frequently occur in Northeast China, which may cause huge socio-economic losses [1,2], such as the flood in the Songliao River Basin in 1995, the flood in the Songneng River Basin in 1998, and the mega-flood in the Raoyang River Basin in 2022. In terms of short-term forecasts, a strong indication of the forthcoming flash flood could have been provided at least 2 days in advance based on the WRF-based HEC-HMS-simulated flood peak [3]. Additionally, the WRF model assimilating radar data and in situ weather stations showed very good predictive capability for rainfall timing and location, thus supporting accurate river flow peak forecasting with the hydrological model Continuum [4]. Liaoning Province is located in the southern part of Northeast China. The heavy rainfall in Liaoning is mostly concentrated in June–August, which is characterized by obvious locality, suddenness, and great difficulty in forecasting [5]. Climate change has already affected many extreme weather events and events in every region of the globe [6]. Therefore, precipitation forecasting in the flood season plays an important role in flood prevention and mitigation in Liaoning.



At present, the flood-season climate forecast operations in China mainly use a combination of dynamical climate models and statistical methods. The BCC_CSM model is a coupled atmosphere–ocean model developed by the National Climate Center (NCC) of China, and it has a good performance in simulating the precipitation and temperature in China but cannot predict the geopotential-height field well [7,8,9,10]. The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) model has a high level of forecasting [11,12]. The National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) model is not prominent in the regional precipitation forecast in China but performs well in the forecast of precipitation spatial distribution [13]. In the evaluation of the dynamical climate models, Chi et al. [14] used the prediction score (PS) method to assess the performance of the BCC_CSM model in predicting the pre-flood-season precipitation in the Fujian Province of China, and they found that there are large inter-annual variations in the PS score. Chen [15] used the anomaly coefficient method to evaluate the precipitation forecast of DERF2.0 (Dynamical Extension Regional Forecast Model Version 2.0), which was also developed by NCC, and found that the prediction effect has obvious monthly variations. Ma et al. [16] evaluated the multiscale forecasting skill of the NCEP Climate Forecast System version 2 (NCEP_CFSv2) and found that the forecasting skill is not gradually improved with the shortening of forecast leading time. Instead, there is an optimal forecast leading time. Furthermore, de Andrade, F.M. et al. [17] assessed sub-seasonal global precipitation hindcast quality from all sub-seasonal to seasonal (S2S) prediction project models. The deterministic forecast quality of weekly accumulated precipitation was verified using different metrics and hindcast data considering lead times up to 4 weeks. The model’s rank showed ECMWF, UKMO, and KMA as the top scoring models. Zhang et al. [18] comprehensively evaluated the S2S precipitation forecasts from the NMME-2 dataset over the contiguous United States (CONUS) and during the study period from 1982 to 2011. Three aspects of precipitation forecast capabilities are compared and analyzed: bias, skill scores, and the ability to predict extreme precipitation events. The results show that the forecast biases are not sensitive to lead times but are seasonally dependent of all NMME-2 models.



Meanwhile, they found the model has poor performance in precipitation forecasting. Therefore, meteorologists have developed some precipitation forecast methods based on model interpretation applications. For example, we may obtain predictors through slowly varying fields, and the predictors can take into account both the contemporaneous factors derived from climate model forecasts and the preceding factors derived from the preceding observation information. This scheme is known as the hybrid downscaling method [19,20]. The dynamic–analogue correction method is also used to correct the climate forecast error in the Yangtze River Basin [21], Northeast China [22] and North China [23]. For some extreme precipitation events, the dynamic–analogue correction method shows some positive forecasting skills and can accurately forecast the stations of extreme precipitation [24].



China is located in the East Asian monsoon region, and has numerous climatic factors [25]. The early summer precipitation in Northeast China is mainly influenced by the northeast cold vortex (NCV), while the midsummer precipitation is mainly influenced by the western Pacific subtropical high (WPSH) [26,27], summer monsoon, and northward-moving typhoons [28,29,30]. Scholars often used the precedent signals of the underlying surface to predict the above-mentioned atmospheric circulation factors of the flood-season precipitation in Northeast China. The positive phase of the North Atlantic sea surface temperature (SST) anomaly tripole in spring can lead to the enhanced blocking high on the northwest side of Lake Baikal and the strengthening of an NCV in early summer, which finally results in the more-than-normal precipitation in Northeast China [31]. Taking 45° N as the boundary, the NCVs are divided into northern NCVs and southern NCVs. The SST factors of the northern NCV is the northwest Pacific north–south anti-phase SST preceding March and the tropical southeast Pacific SST preceding May; the SST factor of southern NCV is the North Atlantic SST tripole preceding April [32]. When the Kuroshio SST is significantly low, the persistence of ocean temperature anomalies can lead to a northeasterly anomaly on the northwestern side of the WPSH and a southwesterly anomaly on the southeastern side of the NCV, thus weakening the WPSH and intensifying the NCV [33]. The decade variations of SST in the Nino 1+2 areas coincide with the variations in the western Pacific subtropical high [34]. The SST anomalies in the Nino 3 area in late winter and early spring in the preceding period and the SST anomalies in the west-wind-drift area in late spring and early summer are conducive to the genesis of northward-moving typhoons [35].



In terms of climate prediction, at present, there has been little work conducted on comparing the operational precipitation products, model interpretation and application products, and the climate model forecasting skills. There has also been little work conducted to analyze and evaluate the accuracy of using underlying surface signals to predict the atmospheric circulation factors of flood precipitation. Therefore, this study evaluates the accuracy of China’s national and provincial climate operational forecast products, objective forecast methods, and climate model products in predicting the flood-season precipitation in Liaoning Province. Furthermore, the forecast accuracy of the main influencing factors of flood-season precipitation is investigated. We hope this study can help clarify the forecast skills of each method, thus providing a reference for short-term climate forecast operations.



The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 introduces the data and methods. In Section 3, the evaluation of the accuracy of flood-season precipitation forecasts in Liaoning is presented. Monthly precipitation forecasts are analyzed in Section 4. The accuracy of the objective methods is presented in Section 5. An evaluation of the main influencing factors of flood-season precipitation is discussed in Section 6. Finally, we summarize the whole text and provide a short conclusion in Section 7.




2. Data and Methods


2.1. Data


The daily precipitation observation data in the flood-season (June–August) of Liaoning used in this study is provided by the Chinese National Meteorology Information Center. The data period is from 2017 to 2022. Meanwhile, the monthly precipitation (June–August) and the flood-season precipitation derived from the NCC and the Shenyang Regional Climate Center (SRCC) operational products, and that derived from the objective forecast methods (hybrid downscaling, dynamic–analogue correction, and machine learning), are evaluated.



The seasonal and the sub-seasonal to seasonal (S2S) climate model outputs from June to August during 2017–2022 are also used in this study. The models include the European Centers for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), National Climate Center Climate System Model (NCC_CSM), and National Centers for Environmental Forecast Climate Forecast System version 2 (NCEP_CFSv2). The S2S model forecasts can be downloaded from http://10.1.64.154/thredds/fileServer, accessed on 25 March 2023. The seasonal model forecasts can be downloaded from ftp://KVUC2CKU:tkgcSC@10.1.64.235/MODESdatasetV2/, accessed on 25 March 2023.




2.2. Methods


2.2.1. Prediction Score


The precipitation forecast accuracy is represented by the PS score, which is calculated as follows.



First, the forecast of precipitation anomaly is judged to be correct or not correct station by station, and the total number of stations with correct forecast is counted as N0.



Second, we determine station by station whether the forecasts of first-order anomalies (precipitation anomalies ≥ 20% and ≤50%) are correct and count the total number of stations with correct first-order anomaly forecasts, denoted by N1.



Third, we determine station by station whether the forecasts of secondary anomalies (precipitation anomaly > 50%) are correct and count the total number of stations with correct secondary-order anomaly forecasts, denoted by N2.



Fourth, if in a certain stain the secondary anomaly is not reported but the precipitation anomaly percentage is ≥100% or equal to −100%, then this is called a missing alarm station. The total number of missing alarm stations is denoted by M.



Fifth, the total number of all stations is denoted by N.



The equation is as follows [36,37]:


  P s =   a * N 0 + b * N 1 + c * N 2   ( N − N 0 ) + a * N 0 + b * N 1 + c * N 2 + M   * 100 ,  



(1)







a, b, and c are weighting factors, and they are set as a = 2, b = 2, and c = 4.




2.2.2. Dynamic–Analogue Correction Method


The dynamic–analogue correction method uses the relationship between the flood-season precipitation forecast errors of seasonal climate model and the preceding SST observation to find the historically similar information of model errors. Then, the model error in the similar years is extracted, which is then used to conduct the dynamic–analogue correction on the flood-season precipitation predicted by climate models [38,39].




2.2.3. Hybrid Downscaling Method


Based on the relationships of the observational precipitation field during the flood season in Northeast China to the atmospheric circulation field output by seasonal climate model and the preceding observational SST, the hybrid downscaling forecast model is established by the field coupling method. Then, the hybrid downscaling model for the flood-season precipitation in Northeast China is established by extracting the optimal type of coupled fields [40,41].




2.2.4. Forecast Accuracy of the Influencing Factors of the Flood-Season Precipitation in Northeast China


The forecast accuracy of the influencing factors of the flood-season precipitation in Northeast China is defined as the ratio of the number of years with accurate forecasting for the anomalies of impact factor to total years.






3. Evaluation of the Accuracy of Flood-Season Precipitation Forecasts in Liaoning


Figure 1 shows that the PS scores of the NCC and SRCC operational products are all above 70. The PS score of the NCC product is slightly higher than that of the SRCC product. The PS scores differ obviously for the forecasts of seasonal climate models with different initial times. The PS score of the NCC model decreases when the forecast leading time becomes shorter, and the PS score is especially low in May. However, the PS score of the NCC model (BCC_CSM) initialized in March is much higher than the other two models initialized in the same period, and even performs better than that in April. Table 1 shows that the PS score of the NCEP initialized in April is much higher than that in March (improved by 12%), and the improving rate is much higher than the other two models. However, the improving rate from April to May is only 1%. The PS score of the ECMWF model increases from March to May, and is higher than other models initialized in the same month. Overall, for the seasonal models, the performance of the NCC model initialized in March and the ECMWF model initialized in May is better than that of other models, and their PS scores are about 7 points higher than that of the multi-model average. Therefore, these two can be the key reference in operational climate prediction. The PS score of the NCEP model is the highest among all the models initialized in April; however, its advantage is limited (only about two points higher than the multi-model average). With the shortening of forecast leading time, the average score of all models increases month by month.



As can be seen from Figure 1, the PS scores of the objective methods are better than the operational products and the seasonal model forecasts. The machine learning method has the best score (77.2). Figure 2 shows the performance of the dynamic–analogue correction method and the hybrid downscaling method on the flood-season precipitation prediction. The accuracy of the dynamic–analogue correction method is closely related to the SST anomalies in the equatorial central-east Pacific. When the SST anomalies in the equatorial central-east Pacific are significant, the score is obviously high (red dots) and can reach a maximum of more than 90. Conversely, the maximum PS score does not exceed 75 (black dots). The accuracy of the hybrid downscaling method is closely related to the North Atlantic SST tripole (NAT) anomaly. The score is relatively high (red and black circles) when the NAT phase is evident, and conversely the PS score is relatively low (hollow circles).




4. Evaluation of the Accuracy of Monthly Precipitation Forecasts in Liaoning during the Flood Season


Figure 3 shows that for the precipitation prediction in June, the PS score of the SRCC product is 72.1, while that of the NCC product is only 53.1. This may be due to the fact that the SRCC product combines objective methods, model projections, and climate mechanism analysis, which helps to improve the forecast accuracy. In terms of the PS scores of the model products, the ECMWF product has the best score, followed by the NECP and BCC_CSM products. The average PS score of the seasonal models for precipitation prediction in June is lower than that of the sub-seasonal models. For the sub-seasonal models, the sub-nearest times initialized by the ECMWF and BCC_CSM products have higher scores than those initialized at the nearest time, while the situation is the opposite for the NCEP model. The ECMWF sub-seasonal model initialized at the sub-nearest time has the best accuracy, with a score of 82.6. The BCC_CSM sub-seasonal model initialized at the nearest time scores the lowest. Seen from the average score of all schemes, the score of the sub-seasonal model initialized at the nearest time is the best for the June precipitation forecast, with an average score of 69.2. The performance of objective methods is close to that of the SRCC product. The PS scores of the dynamic–analogue correction method and the hybrid downscaling method are close. The score of the machine learning method on June precipitation forecasting is relatively low.



As seen in Figure 4, for the July precipitation forecast, the score of the SRCC product score (54.4) is lower than that of the objective methods and model forecasts. This may be due to a lack of understanding on the mechanisms of the summer monsoon and WPSH anomalies. However, the score is higher than that of the NCC product (40.3). By comparing the multi-model average, we find that the average score of the seasonal models is close to the average score of the sub-seasonal models initialized at the nearest time, and both are lower than the score of the sub-seasonal model initialized at the sub-nearest time. For the sub-seasonal models initialized at sub-nearest time, the score of the BCC-CSM is the highest, followed by the NCEP and ECMWF. For the precipitation prediction in July, the sub-seasonal ECMWF initialized at the nearest time shows the best performance, with a PS score of 80.1. The ECMWF seasonal model and the BCC_CSM sub-seasonal model initialized at the nearest time also show good performance, and their scores are both above 77. The scores of the three objective methods are close to each other, and the machine learning method is the best.



Figure 5 shows that, for the August precipitation prediction, the score of the SRCC product is lower than that of the objective methods and some model predictions; however, it is slightly higher than the score of the NCC product. This may be due to the lack of understanding on the mechanisms of the summer monsoon anomaly and WPSH anomaly. The prediction performances of different models differ obviously. The accuracies of seasonal models are close. The score of the sub-seasonal models is about 26% higher than that of seasonal models. Although the average PS scores of the sub-nearest time and the nearest time forecasts are relatively close, the ECMWF performance initialized at the sub-nearest time is poor. The BCC_CSM shows the best performance, with a score over 80, followed by the NCEP (74.6). The sub-seasonal models initialized at the nearest time show a close performance to each other and have good stability. There is little difference between the three objective methods, and the machine learning method has the highest score (73).




5. Analysis of the Prediction Accuracy of the Objective Methods


Figure 6 shows that the precipitation prediction accuracy of the dynamic–analogue correction method is affected by the SST anomalies in the central-eastern equatorial Pacific, and the correlation between them is most significant in June. From 2017 to 2022, the dynamic–analogue correction method has higher score when the SST anomaly is significant. However, in July the accuracy of the dynamic–analogue correction method is not significantly correlated with the SST anomalies. The dynamic–analogue correction method still has a high score in 2017 when the SST anomaly is not significant. When the SST is anomalous, the score in 2021 is lower than that in 2017 and 2019 when the SST anomaly is significant. The August prediction scores show that when the SST is anomalous, the scores are overall better. Only in 2020, the PS score under normal SST is higher than that under a significant SST anomaly.



The accuracy of the hybrid downscaling method for precipitation prediction is influenced by the NAT anomaly. The accuracy of the hybrid downscaling method for June precipitation prediction is the lowest in 2018 when the NAT anomaly is not significant, and it is relatively higher in the years with a significant NAT anomaly. The situation in August is similar to June, except 2021, where the score for the significant NAT anomaly years is higher than in the years with normal NAT.



Both methods are less influenced by the SST anomaly for July precipitation prediction, and the reasons are to be further analyzed.




6. Forecast Accuracy of the Influencing Factors of Flood-Season Precipitation in Liaoning


Studies have shown that the early summer precipitation in Liaoning is mainly influenced by the NCV, while the midsummer precipitation is mainly influenced by the WPSH, summer monsoon, and northward-moving typhoons. In operational business, the NAT, the north–south anti-phase SST in northwest Pacific, and the southeast Pacific SST are commonly used to predict the north–south location of the NCV. The offshore SST is used to predict the southerly wind over Northeast China in July and August. The Nino 1+2 SST and Kuroshio SST are used to predict the position of the WPSH in July and August. The SSTs in the Nino 3 area and the west-wind-drift zone are used to predict the number of northward-moving typhoons [32,33]. In the following, we examine the forecast accuracy of the above factors from 2017 to 2022.



There is a noticeable difference in the accuracy of predicting the NCV location using different regional SSTs. Figure 7 shows that, in predicting the southern NCV, the accuracy of using tropical Atlantic SST (83.3%) is higher than using the NAT (40%). The two factors both can accurately predict the NCV when the southern NCVs are higher. When the southern NCV is lower, using NAT can hardly predict the NCV. Figure 8 shows that for the prediction of northern NCV, the northwest Pacific north–south anti-phase SST occurred in 2017, 2019, and 2022, and the forecasts of northern NCV using the northwest Pacific north–south anti-phase SST are all correct in the three years. The forecast accuracy of northern NCV using the southeast Pacific SST is only 50%. When the southeast Pacific SST is warm, the forecast accuracy of more northern NCVs is relatively high.



Figure 9 shows that the forecast accuracies of using the China offshore SST to predict the southerly wind over Northeast China in July and August are 66.7% and 33.3%, respectively. When the China offshore SST is warm, the forecast is better for the weaker southerly wind; however, the forecast is poor for the stronger southerly wind.



Figure 10 shows that, as for the prediction of the position of the WPSH, using the Nino 1+2 SST is better than using the Kuroshio SST. The accuracy of using the Kuroshio SST to predict the position index of the WPSH ridge line in July and August is 50%, while when using the Nino 1+2 SST the accuracy is 66.7%. The Kuroshio SST performs well in predicting the more southerly position of the WPSH, while the Nino 1+2 SST performs better in predicting the more northerly position of the WPSH. When SST anomalies are in the range of 0.5−1°C, both the Kuroshio SST and the Nino 1+2 SST are good predictors of the more southerly WPSH. When SST anomalies are in the range of 0−0.5 °C, both the Kuroshio SST and the Nino 1+2 SST have poor prediction accuracy.



As shown in Figure 11a, the SST in the west-wind-drift zone can well predict the northward-moving typhoons with an accuracy of 83.3%, and the accuracy of using Nino 3 SST is 66.7%. When the SST in the west-wind-drift zone is notably warmer (2018–2022), the prediction accuracy of northward-moving typhoons is 100%. When the Nino 3 SST is cold, it can well predict the typhoon genesis; when the Nino 3 SST is warm (2019 and 2020), the prediction accuracy is low.




7. Conclusions and Discussion


For the flood-season precipitation prediction in Liaoning, the NCC and SRCC products have close PS scores. The closer the forecast leading time of the seasonal model is, the higher the PS score is. The BCC_CSM model initialized in March and the ECMWF model initialized in May perform better than the other model products. The objective methods have the best prediction performance for the flood-season precipitation. The more significant the SST anomaly in the east-central equatorial Pacific is, the higher the PS score of the dynamic–analogue correction method is. The more significant the NAT is, the higher the PS score of the hybrid downscaling method is.



For June precipitation prediction, the PS score of SRCC product is higher than that of the NCC product. Among the model predictions, ECMWF outperforms the others. The optimal scheme is the ECMWF sub-seasonal model initialized at sub-nearest time. Overall, the average of the sub-seasonal models initialized at nearest time is optimal. When the SST anomaly and the central-eastern equatorial Pacific and NAT are significant, the scores of the dynamic–analogue correction and hybrid downscaling methods are relatively high for July precipitation predictions.



For July precipitation prediction, the SRCC product performs better than the NCC product. Among the model predictions, the seasonal and sub-seasonal ECMWF models initialized at the nearest time and the sub-seasonal NCC model initialized at the sub-nearest time have good prediction performance. The PS scores of three objective methods are close to each other.



For August precipitation prediction, the sub-seasonal models are better than the seasonal models. The optimal scheme is the BCC_CSM sub-seasonal model initialized at the sub-nearest time. When the SST anomaly and the central-eastern equatorial Pacific and NAT are significant, the PS scores of the dynamic–analogue correction method and hybrid downscaling method are relatively high.



Figure 12 shows the accuracy of using the tropical Atlantic SST to predict the southern NCV is 83.3%, which is higher than that of the NAT (40%). The accuracy of using the northwest Pacific north–south anti-phase SST to predict the NCV (100%) is higher than that of the southeast Pacific SST (50%).



In midsummer, the accuracies of using the China offshore SST to predict the southerly wind over Northeast China in July and August are 66.7% and 33.3%, respectively. The accuracy of using the Nino 1+2 SST to predict the position of the WPSH ridge line is 66.7%, which is better than that of using the Kuroshio SST (50%). The accuracy of using the SST in the west-wind-drift zone to predict northward-moving typhoons is 83.3%, which is better than that of using the Nino 3 SST (66.7%).



This study presents a comprehensive analysis of the prediction accuracy of flood-season precipitation in Liaoning. The novelty of this study lies in the comprehensive evaluation of the multiple methods for predicting precipitation during the flood season and the accuracy of the circulation characteristics predicted using multiple climatic factors, the local applicability of various medium and long-term climate prediction schemes to Liaoning Province is analyzed, and the results may help improve operational prediction accuracy. The relationship between precipitation circulation factors (such as NCV and northward-moving typhoons) and external forcing signals has been applied in operational business in SRCC. In future studies, first, we would like to increase the number of years of testing because the current study only contains five years of samples, after which we will increase the number of samples used to increase the accuracy of testing in the hope of finding more laws of deviation. Second, we would like to expand the spatial scale of the forecast test because we have only tested the Liaoning Province, after which we will test the Northeast region of China, and a more comprehensive analysis of external forcing signals, such as sea ice and snow cover, will be carried out.
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Figure 1. Prediction scores (PS) of different models initialized in different months, the three objective methods, and the operational products released by the NCC (National Climate Center) and SRCC (Shenyang Regional Climate Center). 
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Figure 2. Flood-season precipitation forecast by (a) the dynamic–analogue correction method and (b) hybrid downscaling method. The Y-axis is the PS score. 
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Figure 3. PS scores of June precipitation forecasts from different schemes. 
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Figure 4. PS scores of July precipitation forecasts from different schemes. 
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Figure 5. PS scores of August precipitation forecasts from different schemes. 
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Figure 6. The PS scores of the precipitation prediction by the dynamic–analogue correction method ((a): June; (c): July; (e): August) and the hybrid downscaling method ((b): June; (d): July; (f): August). 
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Figure 7. Forecast accuracy of southern NCV using the (a) North Atlantic SST tripole (NAT) and (b) tropical Atlantic SST. 
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Figure 8. Forecast accuracy of northern NCV using the (a) northwest Pacific north–south anti-phase SST and (b) southeast Pacific SST. 
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Figure 9. Forecast accuracy of southerly wind over Northeast China in (a) July and (b) August using the China offshore SST. 
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Figure 10. Forecast accuracy of the WPSH ridge line using the (a,b) Kuroshio SSTs and (c,d) the Nino 1+2 SST. (a,c) are for July. (b,d) are for August. 
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Figure 11. Forecast accuracy of northward-moving typhoons using (a) the SST in the west-wind-drift zone and (b) the Nino 3 SST from July to September. 
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Figure 12. The prediction accuracy of influencing factors of flood-season precipitation in Liaoning. 
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Table 1. Improving rate of the PS score of the models initialized in different months.






Table 1. Improving rate of the PS score of the models initialized in different months.










	
	Initialized in April
	Initialized in May





	BCC_CSM seasonal model
	−3%
	−8%



	NCEP seasonal model
	12%
	1%



	ECMWF seasonal model
	14%
	11%
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