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Abstract: Heavy metals in road dust pose a significant threat to human health. This study investigated
the concentrations, patterns, and sources of eight hazardous heavy metals (Cr, Ni, Cu, Zn, As, Cd,
Pb, and Hg) in the street dust of Zhengzhou city of PR China. Fifty-eight samples of road dust were
analyzed based on three methods of risk assessment, i.e., Geo-Accumulation Index (Igeo), Potential
Ecological Risk Assessment (RI), and Nemerow Synthetic Pollution Index (PIN). The results exhibited
higher concentrations of Hg and Cd 14 and 7 times higher than their background values, respectively.
Igeo showed the risks of contamination in a range of unpolluted (Cr, Ni) to strongly polluted (Hg
and Cd) categories. RI came up with the contamination ranges from low (Cr, Ni, Cu, Zn, As, and
Pb) to extreme (Cd and Hg) risk of contamination. The risk of contamination based on PIN was
from safe (Cu, As, and Pb) to seriously high (Cd and Hg). The results yielded by PIN indicated the
extreme risk of Cd and Hg in the city. Positive Matrix Factorization was used to identify the sources
of contamination. Factor 1 (vehicular exhaust), Factor 2 (coal combustion), Factor 3 (metal industry),
and Factor 4 (anthropogenic activities), respectively, contributed 14.63%, 35.34%, 36.14%, and 13.87%
of total heavy metal pollution. Metal’s presence in the dust is a direct health risk for humans and
warrants immediate and effective pollution control and prevention measures in the city.

Keywords: road dust; heavy metals; positive matrix factorization; geochemical mapping; traditional
risk assessment

1. Introduction

Higher population densities in urban areas lead to increased levels of anthropogenic
activities and the corresponding risk of pollution [1]. A dense population does not only
consume more resources but also produces huge amounts of waste [2], which, unavoidably,
contains some amounts of different poisons, transgressing nature in numerous perspec-
tives [3]. The trash produced in urban communities is voluminous and diverse compared to
rural areas. This waste prompts water contamination during the course of rainfall-induced
surface runoff, affecting the overall availability of usable water [4]. The apprehended
consequences of environmental contamination that threaten individual and collective lives
in many ways, including health issues and socioeconomic impacts, have attracted the
attention of researchers in recent decades [5].

Urbanization, vehicles, power plants, waste burning, and annihilation activities cause
the accumulation of heavy metals in road dust, culminating in deteriorated air quality [6,7].
Adverse situations and practices disturb indigenous habitats for commercial, residential,
and municipal purposes [8]. The level of this disturbance is a function of the degree
and diversity of contaminants, which will inevitably cause damage once they surpass
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the allowable limits [9,10]. The literature also warns that poor quality of soil along the
streets [11,12] and water in local water bodies [13,14] can put the wellbeing of inhabitants
at grave risk [15]. Heavy metals, for example, are high-risk ecological contaminants that
are unequivocally cytotoxic, disguised, and naturally aggregated [16]. The most dangerous
form of heavy metal contamination spread is via direct ingestion [17]. Due to their ability
of bioaccumulation, they are gravely harmful to the liver and respiratory, gastrointestinal,
endocrine, cardiovascular, and hematopoietic systems [18]. In recent years, scientists have
been examining the attributes of heavy metals in metropolitan residue [19–21]. In spatial
investigations, historical analyses have zeroed in heavy metals fixations, and relating ideal
outcomes have been attained [19,22,23].

Aerosols, tiny particles in liquid or solid form, suspended in the air significantly
contribute to air pollution. These aerosols are capable of affecting certain radiative fluxes
and cloud properties as well as the biogeochemical conditions of the ground once they
settle on the surface. Dust particles are primary aerosols that detach and arise from the
ground surface due to various natural and anthropogenic reasons such as winds and
vehicular movement [24,25]. Settling and resuspension of the aerosols is a continuous
process. The particles that cannot suspend in the air drop to the ground surface and
become part of the street dust [26]. They can enter a water body through the surface
overflow during the stormy season and spread residue pollution to an unfathomable
extent [27,28]. Hence, aerosols can also cause the spread of various pollutants, including
heavy metals. These metals naturally occur or are released during various activities, e.g.,
combustion and metal processing, can adopt the form of aerosols, and under the influence
of natural and anthropogenic factors, can move to large extents of the land and atmosphere.
Therefore, metropolitan street dust is an important indicator of surrounding air quality,
and its analysis can reveal the level and extent of air quality deterioration [29]. Urban areas
face another problem of frequently clogged traffic, consuming more fuel and emitting more
gases and fumes [8]. Fuel consumption releases considerable sums of heavy metals [30],
which then easily amass and are retained in water and soil [31]. Thus, street dust in dense
urban areas can become the bastion of heavy metals.

Road dust contains different metals contributed by a range of movable and fixed
sources; for example, vehicular traffic, mechanical plants, thermal power generation, do-
mestic, and other small-scale oil-consuming facilities [7]. The major influencing factors
are land use, anthropogenic activities, vehicle flux and density, population concentration,
energy consumption patterns, and municipal cleaning activities [32]. The literature sug-
gests that heavy metal filtering can help curb their spread during storm seepage through
the side-spaces of road surfaces. Positive matrix factorization (PMF) is a technique used to
quantitatively identify the sources of heavy metal pollution [33]. Although PMF can appro-
priately be employed for different media (for example, the air, soil, silt, and water [34–37]),
it has not been extensively used for source identification in street dust. A few researchers
realized this deficiency and utilized PMF for the source identification of polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs) [38]. With the support of a geographic information system (GIS), the
spatial variation of substantial metals and their associated dangers and spatial extents can
be assessed [39]. The safety hazard evaluation method has also been applied for analyzing
carcinogenic and noncarcinogenic threats of heavy metals [40].

The present research is based on street dust samples collected during May–June 2019
from Zhengzhou Metropolitan of Henan Province of Central China. The core objectives
include (1) estimating heavy metal concentrations with respect to diverse land use in
Zhengzhou, (2) the geochemical mapping and pattern drawing of heavy metals, (3) the
quantitative identification of the source of pollution using positive matrix factorization
(PMF), and (4) the application of traditional risk assessment method to assess the severity
of contamination
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Research Area

Zhengzhou (112.7◦–114.2◦ E, 34.3◦–34.9◦ N), situated in the Central Plain megalopolis,
is the capital of Henan Province and a hub of transportation, trade, and logistics in Central
China as shown in Figure 1. The city is situated in the Northeast of the Funiu Mountains.
It embraces high grounds in the west and middle and low grounds in the east. Zhengzhou
lies in the middle and lower reaches of the historical Yellow River, which is not only
regarded as the cradle of Chinese civilization but serves as the lifeline of Central China’s
water economy [41].
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Figure 1. Research area.

The city falls in the region of the north temperate continental monsoon climate. The
average annual temperature is 15.6 ◦C, and the average annual precipitation is 542.15 mm.
The climate is hottest in the month of August, with a monthly mean temperature of 25.9 ◦C,
whereas the coldest month is January, with a monthly average temperature of 2.15 ◦C [42].
While there exist four distinct seasons, the duration of summers and winters are longer [43].

The geographical situation, natural endowments, cultural splendor, political impor-
tance, the status of being the seat of institutions, historical grandeur, and economic signifi-
cance of Zhengzhou continue to attract more people to visit the city or settle herein. The
resident population of the city was estimated to be 10,352 million in December 2019 [44].
It was further estimated that the number of vehicles in the city had surpassed 4,500,000
registered motor vehicles [45] and 3,000,000 nonmotorized vehicles [46]. All these as-
pects of urbanization lead to increased carbon footprint and give rise to environmental
consequences, being witnessed by the city.
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2.2. Sample Collection and Analysis

The population of Zhengzhou is increasing rapidly, wherein one of the many factors
is extensive infrastructural development in the city that includes industrial, commercial,
educational, residential, and leisure facilities. After a preliminary inspection, we selected
29 different points of sampling from different functional areas for the research in May–June
2019 in Zhengzhou metropolis. A total of 58 samples of road dust were collected from these
29 sampling points. Each sampling point had a subsite for sampling, and each sample
size was greater than 100 g [47]. All the subsamples of two main samples collected from
identified sampling sites of Zhengzhou were checked for relative standard deviations.
The subsamples were in the range of 10% relative standard deviation, with some outliers
surpassing this range. The values of two samples collected from the main site and subsite
of each sampling point were averaged, and this average was used as a single value. The
samples were collected during a dry period of at least 7 days using shovels and plastic
brushes. The collected samples from each site were preserved separately in self-fixing
polyethylene packs, which were moved to the laboratory expeditiously so as to avoid
any disturbance to the samples. Before the laboratory analysis, the sieved samples were
air-dried at 4 ◦C [48] for one week. Each sample was sieved using 100-mesh polystyrene
sieves with holes of <150 µm. The sieving process eliminated all the debris comprising hair,
shrubberies, and pebble [49]. The diameter of less than 150 µm was considered for analysis,
as these particles had the ability to persist in the environment for substantial extents
of time [50–52]. Previous studies revealed that the particle size and nature of pollutant
elements in the air have a significant impact on the harmfulness of human health [53].
After sieving, the moderate road dust size was found of <149 µm diameter in the central
city region. Successively, portions of the strained samples of the dust were preserved in the
new polyethylene packs with respect to particle size.

Eight conventional heavy metals exhibiting higher contaminating potential in the
related research were selected for estimation. These typical heavy metals included lead
(Pb), copper (Cu), Zinc (Zn), chromium (Cr), mercury (Hg), arsenic (As), nickel (Ni), and
cadmium (Cd) [54,55]

Dust of 0.1 g from each collected dust sample was extracted for the concentration
measurement of the 8 heavy metals Pb, Cu, Zn, Cr, Hg, As, Ni, and Cd. It was then
put in a Teflon digestion vessel of 50 mL volume for the dissolution with nitric acid
(HNO3) of 5 mL volume at 120 °C in the absence of a cover on the graphite digestion
apparatus in the fume hood. After half an hour, hydrofluoric acid (HF) of 3 mL volume
and perchloric acid (HClO4) of 2 mL volume were added at 140 °C. The extracted samples
were taken off and processed with hydrochloric acid (HCl) of 0.5 mL volume until the
samples became clingy. At that point, the processing arrangements were weakened with
super unadulterated water to a definite volume of 25 mL colorimetric tube for the study by
inductively coupled plasma–mass spectrometry (ICP-MS, Agilent 7700X) [56]. To identify
As and Hg, a 0.5 g dust sample was put in a colorimetric tube of 50 mL volume. The
mixture of unadulterated water and aqua regia with a ratio of 1:1 in the volume of 10 mL
was comprised in succession. The mixture was then shaken and then left for 2 h at 100 °C
for softening in the thermostatic water shower. After every half an hour, the samples were
shaken well, and the plug condition was observed. The samples were then cooled down,
wobbled over, and inspected in an atomic fluorescence spectrometer (AFS) for Hg, and
then all the values for the Hg concentration for each sample were noted [57].

2.3. Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC)

To ensure precision and accuracy of the laboratory experiment, we used 10% (n = 9)
certified reference materials (CRMs), 2% (n = 2) blank samples, and 10% (n = 9) repetitive
samples for this analysis [58]. The Geophysical and Geochemical Prospecting Institute
of the Academy of Geological Sciences of China developed a CRM sequence for the soil
chemical composition (GSS 1-31) as a quality check. It is used as the standard reference.
In the current research for the QA/QC, Hubei Plains’ soil (GSS-13) and Shanxi province’s
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Luochuan Loess (GSS-8) and Liaohe Plains (GSS-11) were designated. In this study, the
measured concentrations of standard materials were within the range of uncertainty. There-
fore, a standard curve during the analysis with a correlation coefficient greater than 0.999
was established, and for every 20 samples, the point of concentration on the standard curve
was examined [58].

2.4. Geochemical Mapping

For geochemical mapping, Arc GIS 10.4.1 software was used to analyze and draw the
measured heavy metals distribution in the street dust. The concentration values of heavy
metals were utilized as input for the contouring of grid-based maps.

2.5. Positive Matrix Factorization (PMF)

To distinguish the pollution sources of heavy metals, a multivariate factor and an effi-
cient analysis tool positive matrix factorization (PMF) were used [59]. Sample concentration
figures matrices were disintegrated into factor outline matrices and factor influence matri-
ces. In view of the deterioration outcome, the profile data were gathered, and the outflow
inventories were explored [60]. PMF was calculated using the following equation [61]:

Xij = ∑p
k=1 gikfkf + eij (1)

where Xij is the species j concentration on sample i, p is the number of factors, gik is the
relevant factor contribution of k to i sample, fkf is the species’ concentration of j in profile
factor k, and eij is the residuals

Using PMF model profiles and contributing factors derived by objective function, Q is
expressed as [62]:

Q = ∑m
j=1 ∑m

j=1

(
eij

uij

)2

(2)

where Uij is the uncertainty [63,64]. Method detection limit (MDL) values were 2 for Cr, 1
for Ni, 0.6 for Cu, 1 for Zn, 0.4 for As, 0.09 for Cd, 2 for Pb, and 0.002 for Hg in mg/kg.

If Xij ≤ MDL,

Uij =
5
6
× MDL (3)

If Xij ≥ MDL,

Uij =
√(

σj × xij
)2

+ (MDL)2 (4)

where σj is the relative standard deviation, and MDL is the minimum detection limit

2.6. Risk Assessment Methods
2.6.1. Geo-Accumulation Index (Igeo)

Many methods are available to assess road dust contamination based on the aggrega-
tion of soil and sediments [65–67]. In the present study, the Geo-Accumulation Index (Igeo)
and Potential Ecological Risk Index (RI) were used to measure the metal contamination
levels and risks. For the determination of single element pollution, Igeo is the most widely
used index [68], whereas RI is applied to determine the contamination of the multiple
elements [69]. Igeo considers both the background value and digenesis for assessment [70]:

Igeo = log2(Cn/1.5Bn) (5)

Where Cn is tested concentration of metal n in the road dust, 1.5 is the constant for
neutralization of lithogenic actions, and Bn is the geochemical value of metal n [71]. Both
Cn and Bn have the same units, i.e., mg/kg [72].
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2.6.2. Potential Ecological Risk Index (RI)

RI quantitatively states the potential ecological risk of a certain pollutant. RI is
calculated as [72]:

RI =
n

∑
i=1

Ei
r (6)

Ei
r = Ti

r × Ci
f (7)

Ci
f = Ci

n/Bi
n (8)

where Ei
r is the potential ecological risk factor, Ti

r is the response of toxic factor, Ci
f is the

contamination factor, Ci
0−1 is the average content of certain element, and Ci

n is the reference
value of geochemical in the road dust.

2.6.3. Nemerow Synthetic Pollution Index (PIN)

PIN is a widely used method of risk assessment. This method has also been used
previously for soil environment study [73]. We employed it in this study to assess the risk
of heavy metal pollution in the road dust.

PIN =

√
MaxP2

ij + P2
ij

2
(9)

PIN =

√√√√ cij
cri

2

max
+
[

1
m Σm

i=1
cij
cri

2]
2

(10)

where Max Pij is the maximum value of pollution, Pij is the average value of pollution, m is
the number of metal species, cij is the measured concentration metal i in RDS with grain
size j, and cri is the background concentration of metal i.

The index of classifications for all three risk assessment methods has been described
below in Table 1.

Table 1. Index of classifications.

Index Category Description

Geo-Accumulation Index
(Igeo) [74,75] Igeo < 0 Unpolluted

Igeo 0–1 Unpolluted/moderately
polluted

Igeo 1–2 Moderately polluted
Igeo 2–3 Moderately/strongly polluted
Igeo 3–4 Strongly polluted
Igeo 4–5 strongly/extremely polluted
Igeo > 5 Extremely polluted

Ecological Risk Index (RI)
[47] Er ≤ 40; RI ≤ 150 Low

40 < Er ≤ 80; 150 < RI ≤ 300 Moderate
80 < Er ≤ 160; 300 < RI ≤ 600 Considerable

160 < Er ≤ 320; 600 < RI High
Er > 320 Extreme

Nemerow Pollution Index
(PIN) [73] PIN < 0.7 Safe

0.7 ≤ PIN < 1.0 Precaution
1 ≤ PIN < 2 Slightly Risk
2 ≤ PIN < 3 Moderate Risk

PIN > 3 Serious Risk
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3. Results and Discussions
3.1. Occurrence of Heavy Metals in Road Dust

The concentration values of all heavy metals were found greater than their background
values, except those of Cr and Ni [76]. The concentrations of Hg and Cd were 14 and
7 times higher than their corresponding background values, respectively. The vastly
higher amounts of Hg and Cd can be attributed to hyper-level anthropogenic activities,
coal and oil combustion, and metal processing [77,78]. The collected samples showed a
greater concentration of Cr, Zn, Cu, and Pb in the road dust. Among all heavy metals,
the concentration of Zn was the highest but lower than that of most big cities both in
China and abroad, with the exception of Ahvaz, Iran [11] and Kavala, Greece [79]. The
concentration of Pb was the lowest in Zhengzhou compared to all other referenced cities
mentioned in Table 2 except Dhaka, Bangladesh, where the Pb value was even less than
that of Zhengzhou [18]. This phenomenon may be credited to the continuously declining
consumption of gasoline in the city [80]. The concentrations of Cr, Ni, and Cu were also
lower than those in other cities in comparison.

Table 2. Concentrations of heavy metals in the current study and reference areas (mg/kg).

Study Areas Comparison Cr Ni Cu Zn As Cd Pb Hg

Zhengzhou, China Background 64 21 14 42 8 0.08 18 0.023
Min 19.92 6.76 7.99 35.52 8.03 0.12 19.31 0.03
Max 94.78 28.23 63.25 1319.29 17.48 3.48 160.62 1.53

Mean 46.29 12.56 25.11 152.38 11.51 0.57 52.12 0.33
Median 40.96 12.38 22.08 113.44 11.10 0.44 43.16 0.14

Reference Areas Bangladesh,
Dhaka 144.34 37.01 49.68 239.16 8.09 11.64 18.99 NA *

China, Beijing 92.1 32.47 83.12 280.65 4.88 0.59 60.88 0.16
China, Beijing

Park 69.33 25.97 72.13 219.2 NA * 0.64 201.82 NA *

China, Baoji 126.7 48.8 123.2 715.3 19.8 NA * 433.2 1.1
China, Chengdu 84.3 24.4 100 296 NA * 1.66 82.3 NA *

China, Guangzhou 176.22 41.38 192.36 1777.18 20.05 2.14 387.53 0.22
China, Guiyang 129.04 60.43 129.33 176.05 NA * 0.61 63.12 NA *
China, Nanjing 126 55.9 123 394 13.4 1.1 103 0.12

China, Shanghai 157 NA * NA * NA * 8.73 1.24 246 0.16
Greece, Kavala 196 58 124 272 17 0.2 301 0.1

India, Delhi 57.70 24.70 99.90 200.70 NA * NA * 164.20 NA *
Iran, Ahvaz 115.84 NA * 207.6 104.24 9.33 6.8 202.14 NA *
Iran, Isfahan 82.13 66.63 182.26 707.19 22.15 2.14 393.33 NA *
Iran, Shiraz 67.16 77.52 136.34 403.46 6.58 0.5 115.71 1.05

Srilanka, Kandy 103 87.6 123.6 1116.9 NA * 68.8 234.4 NA *
Serbia, Novi Sad 60.1 28.1 42.7 NA * 1.88 0.54 62.5 NA *

* NA= Not Available.

However, arsenic contents in the urban road dust of Zhengzhou were significantly
higher than in Ahvaz, Dhaka, Beijing, Shanghai, Shiraz, and Novi Sad [11,18,47,81–83] and
lower than in Isfahan, Baoji, Kavala, Nanjing, and Guangzhou [17,79,84–86]. In terms of
Cd pollution, the road dust of Zhengzhou had higher contents compared to those of Novi
Sad, Shiraz, and Kavala [79,82,83] and less compared to all others (Table 2). In the case of
mercury, the concentration in the street dust was slightly higher compared to Guangzhou,
Shanghai, Kavala, Nanjing, and Beijing [79,81,85,86] but less than Baoji and Shiraz [82,84].
However, this concentration was alarmingly higher compared to the background values of
Zhengzhou itself, which warrants the immediate attention of authorities and stakeholders.
It was observed that land use among the counties of Zhengzhou had no noticeable impact
on Hg concentration. This reveals the insignificant impact of road cleaning and sweeping
mechanisms as well as rainstorm handling on the spread of mercury.

Table 2 shows the statistical characteristics of eight heavy elements. The samples
showed the following order of heavy metals concentration: Hg < Cd < As < Ni < Cu < Cr <
Pb < Zn.
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The concentration of heavy metals was the highest in commercial areas, attributable to
higher traffic flows and public activities as shown in Table 3. Moreover, the high density of
high-rise buildings in an area can affect the natural air exchange, which can lead to a higher
concentration of pollutants [87]. Therefore, the higher concentration of the contaminants
may be attributed to the presence of high-rise buildings in commercial areas.

Table 3. Concentrations in various types of land use (mg/kg).

Land Use Areas Cr Ni Cu Zn As Cd Pb Hg

Educational (EA) 43.275 13.9586 25.322 170.678 12.7263 1.03058 54.7109 0.20115
Industrial (IA) 41.3082 10.85 18.64 87.80 10.81 0.35 58.67 0.28

Park and Leisure (PA) 35.218 11.80 16.48 93.35 11.63 0.43 34.05 0.17
Commercial (CA) 62.1785 13.45 34.79 223.46 11.04 0.52 63.12 0.46
Residential (RA) 46.5189 12.42 28.02 166.15 11.38 0.57 53.84 0.49

The zinc concentration was higher in residential areas compared to educational and
commercial areas [80]. Parks and leisure areas showed the lowest heavy metals concen-
tration, apart from As and Cd, which may be attributed to the different behavior and
characteristics of these metals. In the case of Cr, commercial areas showed the highest
concentration, while parks and leisure areas exhibited the lowest concentration, suggesting
the higher possibility of the presence of pollutants in commercial areas. In the case of Pb
and Cu, commercial areas showed the highest concentration, while parks and leisure areas
exhibited the lowest concentration.

3.2. Geochemical Mapping

Geochemical mapping of heavy metals, as well as their concentrations and patterns,
in Zhengzhou metropolis was performed using ArcGIS software and is shown in Figure 2.

This represents the concentration ranges of all the heavy metals individually with
respect to all 29 sampling points of the research area. Based on the concentration ranges,
the area was divided into six classes. The concentration of Cr was in the range of 42–
55 (mg/kg). Bishagang Park (PA1), Zijingshan Park (PA2), Renmin Park (PA3), Manhattan
Shopping Mall (CA4), and Jianye Garden (RA3) were in the highest subrange of 51 to
55 mg/kg, whereas High-tech Industrial Zone (IA1), Xushui Industry and Trade area (IA2),
Mazhai Food Industrial Park (IA3), Shenghe Yuan (RA1), New Campus of Zhengzhou
University (EA1), Tianjian Lake Park (PA4), and Zhengzhou Arboretum (PA6) were in the
lowest subrange of 42 to 45 mg/kg.

In the case of Ni, New Campus of Zhengzhou University (EA1), Shenghe Yuan
(RA1), and High-tech Industrial Zone (IA1) fell in the range of maximum concentration,
i.e., 14 to 15 mg/kg, while Zhengzhou Arboretum (PA6) was in the lowest range of 10–
11 mg/kg. Cu concentration ranged from 22 to 33 mg/kg, and the areas of Bishagang Park
(PA1), Zijingshan Park (PA2), Renmin Park (PA3), Manhattan Shopping Mall (CA4), Jianye
Garden (RA3), Community of Tianxiacheng (RA2), and Erqie Square District (CA1) lied
in the subrange of 29–33 mg/kg. The areas of High-tech Industrial Zone (IA1), Xushui
Industry and Trade area (IA2), Mazhai Food Industrial Park (IA3), Shenghe Yuan (RA1),
New Campus of Zhengzhou University (EA1), Tianjian Lake Park (PA4), and Zhengzhou
Arboretum (PA6) were in the lowest subrange of 22–25 mg/kg.
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The concentration of Zn was found between 106 and 220 mg/kg, and the lowest
range, i.e., 106–125 mg/kg, included the areas of Mazhai Food Industrial Park (IA3) and
Trade area (IA2). The areas that fell in the high subrange, i.e., 201–220 mg/kg were
Bishagang Park (PA1), Zijingshan Park (PA2), Renmin Park (PA3), Erqi Square District
(CA1), International Trade 360 Square, Manhattan Shopping Mall (CA4), Convention and
Exhibition Center (CA5), Zhengzhou University North Campus (EA2), North Campus
of North China University of Water Resources and Electric Power (EA4), Community
of Tianxiacheng (RA2), and the South Area of Provence (RA5). In the concentration
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distribution of As, the range was between 10.6 and 12.5 mg/kg. Exhibition Center (CA5)
was the only area that had a maximum concentration distribution in the 11.9 to 12.5 mg/kg
range. However, for the lowest range of 10.6 to 11.3 mg/kg, the areas were High-tech
Industrial Zone (IA1), Xushui Industry and Trade area (IA2), Mazhai Food Industrial Park
(IA3), Tianjian Lake Park (PA4), Zhengzhou Arboretum (PA6), Erqi Wanda Plaza (CA6),
Shenglong square in Daxue Road (CA7), Huanghe Science and Technology University
(EA5), and Sunshine City (RA6).

The North Campus of North China University of Water Resources and Electric Power
(EA4) was the only area that fell in the highest concentration range, i.e., 1.6–1.88 mg/kg of
Cd. The maximum areas were in the lowest range of 0.2–0.48 mg/kg, including Xushui
Industry and Trade area (IA2), Mazhai Food Industrial Park (IA3), Dongfeng Nissan (IA4),
Family Courtyard of Power Transmission and Distribution (RA4), Sunshine City (RA6),
Zhongyuan Wanda Plaza (CA2), and Erqi Wanda Plaza (CA6).

Zn concentration ranged between 40 and 65 mg/kg. The lowest range, i.e., 40–
44 mg/kg, included the areas or Xushui Industry and Trade area (IA2) and Tianjian Lake
Park (PA4), while only two areas, i.e., Dongfeng Nissan (IA4) and Zhongyuan Wanda Plaza
(CA2), fell in the highest range of 60–65 mg/kg. The concentration of Hg was found alarm-
ingly high during the laboratory analysis. Bishagang Park (PA1), Renmin Park (PA3), and
Erqi Square District (CA1) fell in the highest subrange, i.e., 0.44–0.54 mg/kg, whereas Xushui
Industry and Trade area (IA2), Shenghe Yuan (RA1), and the New Campus of Zhengzhou
University (EA1) were in the lowest range of 0.24–0.29 mg/kg of Hg concentration.

3.3. Pollution Source Analysis with PMF

Positive matrix factorization (PMF) modeling of eight heavy metals identified four
major factors causing their accumulation, shown in Figure 3. The signal-to-noise (S/N)
ratios for these heavy metals ranged from 3.2 to 4.

The PMF-based analysis identified Factor 1 (transportation and vehicular exhaust) as
a source of Cd and Zn. Factor 1 exhibited a 25.6% concentration of Cd and 66.5% of Zn. Cd
is abundantly found in lubricating oils and tires [88]. Zinc emitted in the form of vehicular
exhaust and cadmium is released to the atmosphere and road dust from the lubricating
oil and tires wear [89]. Hence, as revealed by the PMF-based analysis and testified by the
literature, the major sources of these heavy metals are vehicular exhaust and its related
activities. The particles released during this process settle on the dust [90].

The concentration of Cr and Cu was found to be associated with Factor 2 (coal com-
bustion, airborne emissions, asbestos lining erosion, chemical effluents, and contaminated
landfill). The contribution of Cr and Cu in Factor 2 was 50.6% and 89.3%, respectively. Coal
is also a major source of fuel, and its combustion causes the release of Cr and Cu [48]. This
factor underlines the urgency of phasing out coal.

As, Ni, and Pb were attributed to Factor 3 (metal processing, coal-fired power gen-
eration, industrial processes, and geographic reasons). The composition of Factor 3 was
78.1% As, 61% Ni, and 51.2% Pb. The particles of these metals make their way to the road
dust through the smoke emitted from industrial units. The particles suspended in the air
eventually settle on the ground and join the dust particles [91]. Hence, Factor 3 indicates
that the production and utilization of metallic substances should be strictly regulated as
they can lead to heavy metal accumulation.

Factor 4 represents Hg with an 82.7% concentration. Anthropogenic activities were
the main contributors of Hg than natural sources [89,92]. Agricultural activities are also
contributors of Hg, at a much smaller scale, in the form of fertilizers and pesticides due to
its volatility [93]. Hence, pesticides or insecticides and fertilizer utilization would impact
the farmlands around an urbanized region. Hg can then penetrate into urbanized regions
where the spread can be rapid and vast. Pesticides are often utilized for making green
spaces in urban areas. The accessible Hg in the pesticides can also contaminate water, soil,
and air and then finally become part of the road dust [94]. In the sum of all types and
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sources, the contributions of Factor 1, Factor 2, Factor 3, and Factor 4 were 14.63%, 35.34%,
36.14%, and 13.87%, respectively.
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3.4. Risk Assessment of Heavy Metals

The heavy metals’ background enrichment values have been frequently evaluated us-
ing the Geo-Accumulation Index (Igeo); formerly, it was generally used for river sediments.
The boxplot in Figure 4 represents the results of the risk assessment carried out using the
Geo-Accumulation Index (Igeo). The contamination levels of chromium (Cr), nickel (Ni),
and arsenic (As) were found negligible and fell in the range of unpolluted according to Igeo
categories. Their risk assessment values were below zero, showing no contamination of Cr,
Ni, and As in the road dust of Zhengzhou city. The contamination levels of Cu, Zn, and Pb
were in the range of unpolluted to moderately polluted. However, the contamination levels
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due to atmospheric deposition and road particle adsorption were very high in the case of
Cd and Hg. The former was found in the range of moderately polluted, while the latter fell
in the range of moderate to strong pollution. Igeo values increased in the following order:
Ni < Cr < As < Cu < Pb < Zn < Cd < Hg.
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The Potential Ecological Risk Assessment (RI) results showed the highest accumulation
of Cd and Hg in the atmospheric deposition and the road particles’ adsorption, similar to
Igeo, which showed the higher contamination of Cd and Hg in the Zhengzhou road dust.
Other metals, i.e., Cr, Ni, Cu, Zn, As, and Pb, were in the range of low risk, indicating the
minor presence of these metals in the road dust of this city. Cd was in the high-risk category,
whereas Hg fell in the alarming extreme category, as shown by the boxplot in Figure 5. RI
values increased in the following order: Cr < Zn < Ni < Cu < Pb < As < Cd < Hg.
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The Nemerow Pollution Index (PIN) results showed the highest contamination of Hg
and Cd, in line with the other two risk assessment methods. Hg and Cd both fell in the
category of serious risk, as they were abundant compared to other metals. PIN values
for both these metals were more than three. Zn was found in the moderate risk category,
unlike the other two methods. However, the Nemerow Pollution Index showed Zn values
in the range of 2–3. Cr and Ni were also in the slight risk category, whereas As and Pb were
in the safe zone, as shown by the boxplot in Figure 6. PIN values increased in the following
order: As < Pb < Cu < Ni < Cr < Zn < Cd < Hg.
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The different results produced by these indices can be attributed to the fact that
despite having many similarities, all pollution control indices are different from each
other in the way they approach the problem and make their assessments. There exist six
widely accepted groups of pollution indices that make calculations for specific purposes.
We selected three indices from three different groups. Igeo measures the individual level
of pollution, whereas PIN assesses the total scale of pollution in the study area. The
Potential Ecological Risk Index works at a different scale and gauges the ecological risk
posed by pollution. Due to this difference in conceptual foundations, scales, and coverage,
these indicators yielded different results in the case of metals with lower to medium
concentrations. However, all these indicators unanimously rank Hg and Cd as the highest.
While PIN indicates the significant presence of six heavy metals with lower to medium
concentrations, RI attaches relatively little significance to them from an environmental risk
standpoint. Igeo assesses the risk at the individual level and does not take into account
natural factors, and hence, the results produced by Igeo are different from those of other
indices [95].

4. Conclusions

Higher concentrations of heavy metals pose a serious risk to public health, partic-
ularly in densely populated urban hubs with huge industrial units, vehicular load, and
anthropogenic activities. In this study, 58 samples of road dust, collected from 29 sites of
Zhengzhou metropolis of Henan Province, PR China, were analyzed for the presence of
8 heavy metals, their geochemical mapping, drawing their pattern, and identifying their
sources using three risk assessment methods and PMF-based analysis. It was found in
general that the mean concentrations of all the heavy metals were more than their back-
ground values, except in the case of Ni and Cr. The concentrations of Cd and Hg were 7
and 14 times higher than their background values, respectively. Out of three methods of
traditional risk assessment used in this study, Igeo showed the risks of contamination in a
range from unpolluted (Cr, Ni) to strongly polluted (Hg and Cd) categories. RI came up
with the contamination ranges from low (Cr, Ni, Cu, Zn, As, and Pb) to extreme (Cd and
Hg) risk. As per the results produced by PIN, the contamination ranged from safe (Cu, As,
and Pb) to seriously high (Cd and Hg). The PIN results indicated an extreme risk of Cd
and Hg in the city.

The Positive matrix factorization results indicated four prime sources of contamination
in Zhengzhou, including coal-fired power generation facilities/vehicular exhaust/tire wear,
airborne emissions, metallic substances, and, finally, anthropogenic activities that include
the use of fertilizers, pesticides, chemicals, etc. Factor 3 was found dominant among all and
slightly above Factor 2. Both these factors collectively contributed more than 70% to total
heavy metal contamination. Factor 4 showed the comparatively lowest contribution among
all the factors, with a 13.87% share in total heavy metal contents. Mercury, being a highly
dangerous element, requires the immediate attention of all stakeholders in the domains of
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management and future research, as health hazards posed by the mercury are long-lasting
and far reaching, and their management at later stages becomes more resource intensive.
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