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Abstract: Research was conducted in Poland in 2017-2019 at Siedlce University of Natural Sciences
and Humanities in Siedlce. It aimed at determining the effect of the bacteria Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum, the amino acid L-alpha proline, and the mineral nitrogen fertiliser regime on iron
content in soil during the period of rapid growth of spring wheat plants, as well as in spring wheat
grain and straw. The following two factors were examined: (I) biological products: untreated control,
Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum, L-alpha proline, Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum + L-alpha
proline; (II) mineral nitrogen fertiliser regime: nonfertilised control, 60 kg N-ha—1, 90 kg N-ha—1,
90 kg N-ha~! + foliar fertilisation. The study demonstrated that, during the period of rapid spring
wheat plant growth, Fe content was the highest in the soil following an application of Bacillus
megaterium var. phosphaticum + L-alpha proline + mineral nitrogen fertiliser applied at the rate of
90 kg N-ha~!. This combination resulted in the highest concentration and uptake of iron by spring
wheat grain, whereas for straw, the same result was also achieved following mineral nitrogen fertiliser
at a rate of 90 kg N-ha~! + foliar fertilisation.

Keywords: spring wheat; Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum; L-alpha proline amino acid mineral
fertilisation with nitrogen; iron

1. Introduction

The use of bacteria of the genus Bacillus sp. in the cultivation of cereals not only releases
phosphorus from forms inaccessible to plants, such as calcium, iron, and aluminium
phosphates, turning them into phosphates available to plants, but also has a positive
effect on the soil environment [1]. Bacteria improve the chemical, biological, and physical
properties of the soil, especially when used in conjunction with amino acids. This enables
the absorption of larger amounts of macro- and microelements from the soil environment,
including iron, which is so important for plants. In turn, the direct effect of biological
preparations is to support plant growth, including stronger development of the root
system, which is associated with the supply of more nutrients from the soil, including
bound nitrogen, phosphorus, and iron, with the synthesis of phytohormones stimulating
plant development, as well as lowering the level of ethylene, which adversely affects the
rooting of plants.

Iron plays a significant part in plant life. It is necessary for chlorophyll synthesis in
green plants, which translates into the quantity of obtained yield. Thus, plant demand for
iron is substantial, which usually coincides with sufficient stores of this element in the soil.
In some cases, iron availability for plants is limited, which is due to the fact that in a soil
environment where pH is higher than 6.9, Fe may be deficient due to its unavailability for
plants. Therefore, solutions should be investigated that will make it possible for plants to
take up iron from the soil, which can be achieved by improving soil chemical, biological,
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and physical properties [2]. With this in mind, the soil environment should be protected by
combining conventional and biological agricultural methods. It is recommended to apply
biological preparations that contain organic compounds and microorganisms, and create
conditions encouraging their occurrence. An application of these preparations contributes
to an induction of plant resistance against pests, pathogens, or other stress-inducing
factors [3], and increases the availability of microelements, including iron. In turn, a direct
influence includes the promotion of plant growth, including the development of a stronger
rooting system, which is able to supply more nutrients taken up from the environment,
such as bound nitrogen, phosphorus, and iron; synthesis of phytohormones stimulating
plant development; and reduction of the level of ethylene, which negatively affect the
development of plant roots [1,4]. Studies of Yadav and Sarkar [5] and Kumar [6] showed
that all bacterial vaccines, especially mixed vaccines, significantly increase the uptake
of micronutrients by wheat grain and straw. On the other hand, research by Buluts [7]
showed that mixed bacterial vaccines can inhibit their diazotrophic activity or plant growth.
Therefore, the literature reports in this area are ambiguous, which requires further research.

One way is to use biological preparations, especially in the developing system of
sustainable agriculture. Bearing in mind the different effect of biological preparations on
nutrient content in the environment (soil-plant), research was conducted to examine the
influence of the Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum bacteria and the L-alpha proline
amino acid on the soil content of Fe against the background of mineral fertilisation with
nitrogen during the period of rapid growth of spring wheat plants on iron content in spring
wheat grain and straw. The conducted research will show which of the tested combinations
will have the most beneficial effect on the availability of iron in the soil and the content and
uptake of Fe by grain and straw.

2. Materials and Methods

Field research was conducted in 2017-2019 on a family-owned farm located in Krzy-
mosze near Siedlce, at the Siedlce University of Natural Sciences and Humanities, Poland.
The experimental soil was Stagnic Luvisol. In the spring, before the experiment was set
up, soil samples had been collected to determine soil contents: NH4*, 4.97 mg kg ! soil;
N-NO;3;~, 7.84 mg kg_1 soil; and contents of available P, K, and Fe forms (respectively,
8.2 mg-100 g~ ! soil, 8.7 mg-100 g~ ! soil, 845 mg -kg ! soil). The soil reaction was neutral
(pH in KCl, 6.2), and Coyrg content was 1.09%. The experiment was a split-block arrange-
ment with three replicates. The size of the plot was assumed to be 20 m?, and for the
harvest, it was 16 m?. The following two factors were examined: (I) biological prepa-
rations (untreated control (no biological preparations applied), Bacillus megaterium var.
phosphaticum bacteria, 1 1-ha~!; L-alpha proline amino acid, 2 g-ha~'; Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum bacteria, 11-ha~!, + L-alpha proline amino acid, 2 g-ha~!); (II) mineral
nitrogen fertiliser regime (nonfertilised control (no mineral fertilisation with nitrogen),
60 kg N-ha~! (preplant), 90 kg N-ha~! (60 kg N-ha~! preplant + 30 kg N-ha~! at the stem
elongation stage), 90 kg N-ha~! + foliar fertilisation (60 kg N-ha~! preplant + 30 kg N-ha~!
at the stem elongation stage + 30 kg N-ha~! of foliar-applied 8% urea solution at the stage
of initial ear formation)).

Spring wheat cv. Mandaryna followed maize. Potassium and phosphorus fer-
tiliser rates depended on soil availability, which was as follows: P, 30.8 kg-ha=!, and
K, 99.6 kg-ha’l. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen followed the pattern described for
factor IT above. Spring wheat was seeded in early April at the rate of 500 grains per 1 m?.
The Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum bacteria were applied once, directly after sowing.
The amino acid L-alpha proline was applied at the tillering stage of spring wheat plants.
On the spring wheat plantation, weeds were controlled with the following herbicides:
Sekator 1250D at a dose of 0.1 1 ha~! and Puma Uniwersal 069 at a dose of 1.0 1 ha~!. The
insecticide Decis Mega 50 EW at a dose of 0.1 1ha~! and fungicides were also used: the
first treatment, Input 460 EC, at a dose of 1.0 ha~1, and the second treatment, Fandango
200 EC, at a dose of 1 1 ha~'. During the period of rapid growth of spring wheat, that is,
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30 days after the amino acid L-alpha proline was applied, soil samples were collected from
the 0-30 cm layer in each plot in order to determine Fe content. After spring wheat harvest,
grain and straw were sampled in each experimental unit to determine iron content and
calculate iron uptake.

Each of the characteristics studied was analysed by means of ANOVA for the split-
block arrangement. Comparison of means for significant sources of variation was achieved
by means of Tukey’s test at a significance level of p < 0.05. All the calculations were
performed in Statistica, version 12.0, and MS Excel. The results for each characteristic were
subjected to analysis of variance following the mathematical model yijl = n + ai + gi + eij(1)
+bl + ¢jl(2) + abil + €ijl(3), wherea=1,... 4,b=1,2,... 4,n=1,2,3 (number of replicates);
yijl—value of the examined characteristic; ai—effect of i-th level of factor A; gj—effect
of replicates (blocks); eij(1)—error 1 resulting from the interaction: factor A X replicates;
bl—effect of 1-th level of factor B; ejl(2)—error 2 from the interaction: factor B x replicates;
abil—effect of the interaction: factor A X factor B; eijl(3)—random error.

The course of weather conditions in the years of the research was varied (Table 1).
The most favourable year for the cultivation of spring wheat was 2017, when the highest
amount of rainfall was recorded. Worse weather conditions were recorded in 2018, with
a lower total of precipitation and an average air temperature higher than the long-term
average. The strongest rainfall shortage was recorded in 2019. The average air temperature
oscillated around the long-term average.

Table 1. Weather conditions in the growing season of spring wheat according to the Zawady
Meteorological Station.

Month
Years Average
v A\ VI VII VIII

Mean air temperature, °C

2017 6.9 13.9 17.8 16.9 18.4 14.8
2018 13.1 17.0 18.3 20.4 20.6 17.9
2019 9.8 13.3 17.9 18.5 19.9 15.9
Long-term
(15 yr) 8.2 14.2 17.6 19.7 19.1 15.8
mean
Rainfall sum, mm Total
2017 59.6 49.5 57.9 23.6 54.7 245.3
2018 34.5 27.3 31.5 67.1 24.5 184.9
2019 5.9 59.8 35.9 29.7 439 175.2
Long-term
(15yr) 37.4 471 48.1 65.5 43.5 241.6
mean
3. Results

The iron content in the arable layer of the soil during the period of intense spring
wheat growth was significantly differentiated by the vegetation period of plants and their
interaction with biological preparations (Table 2). The highest Fe content was recorded
in the arable soil layer in 2017, with the highest total rainfall significantly lower in 2019
and the lowest in 2018, with a deficit of rainfall in May and June, during the period of
intensive growth of spring wheat plants compared with the average sum from many years.
An interaction was demonstrated, which shows that the highest iron concentration in the
soil was recorded in 2017 after the use of Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum with the
amino acid L-alpha proline, and the lowest in 2018-2019 at a control facility, without the
use of biological preparations.



Agronomy 2021, 11, 511 40f 11

Table 2. Fe content in the arable layer of soil 30 days after the application of biological preparations
in 2017-2019, mg-kg ! of soil.

Biological Years
Preparations (A) 2017 2018 2019
Control 889a * 877a 880a
Bacillus megaterium 1065¢ 1050c 1053¢
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 951b 941b 943b
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 1097d 1083d 1087d
L-alpha proline
Means 1001C 988A 991B
ANOVA p-value HSDg o5
Years (Y) 0.001 2
Interaction: Y x A 0.001 4

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

Iron content in the topsoil layer during the period of rapid growth of spring wheat
plants was significantly affected by the experimental factors and their interaction (Table 3).

Table 3. Fe content in topsoil 30 days after biological product application (means across 2017-2019),

mg-kg ! soil.
Mineral Nitrogen Fertilisation, kg N-ha—1 (B)
Biological : Means
Preparations (A) Control 60 90 90 + 'Foh.ar
Fertilisation
Control 860a * 883a 897a 886a 882A
Bacillus megaterium 1030c 1056¢ 1073¢ 1062¢ 1056C
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 920b 941b 969b 950b 945B
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 1072d 1087d 1107d 1090d 1089D
L-alpha proline
Means 971A 992B 1011C 997B -
ANOVA p-value HSDy o5
Biological
preparations (A) 0.001 7
Mineral nitrogen
fertilisation (B) 0.001 6
Interaction: A x B 0.001 11

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

The highest iron concentration was recorded in soil treated with Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + L-alpha proline. When one or the other preparations had been applied,
a significant decline in the soil content of iron was observed. However, in both of the
latter cases, the concentration of this element was significantly higher compared with the
control, where no biological products had been used. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen
had a significant influence on the soil content of iron. The highest concentration of this
element was determined during the period of rapid growth of spring wheat after a rate of
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90 kg N-ha~! had been used. An application of the highest nitrogen rate (90 kg N-ha1)
accompanied by foliar spraying and the lowest N rate (60 kg N-ha~!) was followed by
a significant decline in iron content in the soil. Still, the recorded values were higher
compared with the control (no mineral nitrogen fertiliser). An interaction was observed
which indicated that the highest concentration of iron during the period of rapid growth
of spring wheat plants was in the soil treated with Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum +
L-alpha proline + mineral nitrogen fertiliser applied at a rate of 90 kg N-ha~!. By contrast,
the lowest iron content was recorded in control soil, where neither biological preparations
nor mineral nitrogen fertiliser had been applied.

The iron content in spring wheat grain was significantly differentiated by thermal and
precipitation conditions during the vegetation period of plants and their interaction with
biological preparations (Table 4).

Table 4. Fe content in spring wheat grain depending on the biological preparations used in 2017-2019,

mg-kg~! d.m.
Biological Years
Preparations (A) 2017 2018 2019
Control 34.90a * 35.32a 36.95a
Bacillus megaterin 72.15¢ 72.90¢ 75.03¢
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 47.73b 48.53b 50.29b
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 83.11d 84.03d 86.18d
L-alpha proline
Means 59.47A 60.20B 62.11C
ANOVA p-value HSDy 05
Years (Y) 0.001 0.68
Interaction: Y x A 0.001 0.97

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

The highest concentration of Fe in spring wheat zoos grain was recorded in dry
2019, significantly lower in 2018 and the lowest in 2017, with the highest total fumes. An
interaction was demonstrated, which shows that the highest iron content was recorded in
spring wheat grain in 2019 after the use of Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum with the
amino acid L-alpha proline, and the lowest in 2017-2018 at a control facility, without the
use of biological preparations. Statistical analysis demonstrated a significant impact of the
experimental factors and their interaction on iron content in spring wheat grain (Table 5).

The highest concentration of iron in spring wheat grain was associated with an
application of Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum + L-alpha proline. When applied on
their own, these products contributed to a significant decline in iron content determined in
spring wheat grain, this finding being particularly clear for the L-alpha proline, although
even in this case, Fe content in spring wheat grain was significantly higher compared with
that in control untreated with the biological products. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen
significantly affected the spring wheat grain content of iron. The highest concentration of
this element in spring wheat grain was recorded in the unit fertilised with 90 kg N-ha~!.
For both the higher mineral fertiliser rate, that is, 90 kg N-ha~! + foliar spraying, and
the lower amount, which was 60 kg N-ha~!, the response was a significant decline in
the concentration of iron in spring wheat grain. The lowest iron content was recorded in
the grain of spring wheat grown in the control unit, where no mineral nitrogen fertiliser
had been applied. An interaction was confirmed, indicating that the highest Fe content
was observed in the grain of spring wheat treated with the biological products Bacillus
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megaterium var. phosphaticum + L-alpha proline and fertilised with mineral nitrogen at a
rate of 90 kg -ha~!. By contrast, the lowest Fe content was in the control unit, where neither
biological products nor mineral nitrogen fertiliser had been applied.

Fe uptake with spring wheat grain, as a resultant product of grain yield and iron
concentration in the grain, was significantly influenced by the experimental factors and
their interaction (Table 6).

Table 5. Fe content in spring wheat grain (means across 2017-2019), mg-kg‘l d.m.

Mineral Nitrogen Fertilisation, kg N-ha—1 (B)

Biological " Means
Preparations (A) Control 60 90 90 + Foliar
Fertilisation
Control 34.18a * 37.21a 36.18a 35.32a 35.72A
Bacillus megaterint 68.58¢ 72.47¢ 79.20c 73.17¢ 73.36C
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 41.03b 49.20b 54.12b 51.04b 48.85B
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 77.69d 84.12d 89.72d 86.24d 84.44D
L-alpha proline
Means 55.37A 60.75B 64.81C 61.44B -
ANOVA p-value HSDy 05
Biological
preparations (A) 0.001 157
Mineral nitrogen
fertilisation (B) 0.001 146
Interaction: A x B 0.001 2.01

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do

not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

Table 6. Fe uptake by spring wheat grain (means across 2017-2019), g-ha~!.

Mineral Nitrogen Fertilisation, kg N-ha—1 (B)

Biological 5 Means
Preparations (A) Control 60 90 90 + .Foh.ar
Fertilisation
Control 7.45a* 15.14a 17.33a 18.47a 14.60A
Bacillus megaterium 23.80c 32.76¢ 50.77¢ 43.76¢ 37.77C
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 14.93b 23.57b 38.53b 34.40b 27.86B
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 41.33d 52.49d 71.33d 64.94d 57.52D
L-alpha proline
Means 21.88A 30.99B 44.49D 40.39C -
ANOVA p-value HSDg g5
Biological
preparations (A) 0.001 321
Mineral nitrogen
fertilisation (B) 0.001 284
Interaction: A x B 0.001 3.77

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do

not differ significantly at p < 0.05.
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The highest iron accumulation was recorded in the grain of spring wheat harvested in
plots treated with either Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum or L-alpha proline. When
applied without the other, the products contributed to a lower Fe uptake by spring wheat
grain. Still, the amounts were higher compared with those in control untreated with
bioproducts. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen had a significant effect on iron uptake by
spring wheat grain. An application of a rate of 90 kg N-ha~! was followed by the highest
iron uptake. When either the higher or the lower nitrogen rate had been used, the amount
of iron taken up by spring wheat grain was significantly lower. Still, the quantities were
higher compared with those in the grain of spring wheat grown in the control unit, where
no mineral nitrogen fertiliser had been applied. An interaction between the experimental
factors was confirmed: the highest Fe accumulation in spring wheat grain was observed
following an application of the Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum and L-alpha proline as
well as nitrogen fertiliser at a rate of 90 kg N-ha~!, it being the lowest in the control. The
Fe content in spring wheat straw was significantly differentiated by weather conditions
during the vegetation period of plants and their interaction with biological preparations
(Table 7).

Table 7. Fe content in spring wheat straw, depending on the biological preparations used in 2017-2019,

mg kg~! d.m.
Biological Years
Preparations (A) 2017 2018 2019
Control 57.60a * 58.41a 60.81a
Bacillus megaterim 86.58¢ 87.37c 89.96¢
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 72.43b 73.29b 75.74b
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 95.87d 96.73d 99.32d
L-alpha proline
Means 78.15A 78.95B 81.46C
ANOVA p-value HSDO.OS
Years (Y) 0.001 0.72
Interaction: Y x A 0.001 0.98

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

The highest iron concentration was recorded in spring wheat straw in dry 2019,
significantly lower in 2018 and the lowest in 2017, with the highest total rainfall. An
interaction was demonstrated, which shows that the highest Fe content was recorded in
spring wheat straw in 2019 from the facility where Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum
bacteria and the amino acid L-alpha proline were used, and the lowest in 20172018 at a
control facility, without the use of biological preparations. Statistical analysis demonstrated
a significant effect of the experimental factors and their interaction on iron content in spring
wheat straw (Table 8).

The highest iron concentration was recorded in the straw of spring wheat harvested
in units treated with Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum and L-alpha proline. When
applied on their own, the products contributed to a significant decline in iron concentration
in spring wheat straw, it still being significantly higher compared with the control unit
without an application of biological products. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen had a
significant impact on iron content in spring wheat straw. The highest Fe concentration was
determined in the straw of spring wheat fertilised with 90 kg N-ha~!. An application of
either the higher or the lower nitrogen rate contributed to a significant drop in Fe content
determined in spring wheat straw. The lowest concentration of iron was recorded in spring
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wheat straw harvested in the control unit, where no mineral nitrogen had been used. An
interaction was confirmed that indicated that the highest iron concentration was found
in spring wheat straw grown in plots treated with Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum +
L-alpha proline and fertilised with either 90 kg N-ha~! or 90 kg N-ha~! + foliar application,
it being the lowest in the control unit where neither bioproducts nor mineral nitrogen
fertiliser had been applied. Iron uptake by spring wheat straw was significantly influenced
by the experimental factors and their interaction (Table 9).

Table 8. Fe content in spring wheat straw (means across 2017-2019), mg-kg~! d.m.

Mineral Nitrogen Fertilisation, kg N-ha—1 (B)

Biological : Means
Preparations (A) Control 60 90 90 + .FOll.ar
Fertilisation
Control 57.32a* 61.12a 59.23a 58.07a 58.94A
Bacillus megaterim 81.26¢ 88.34c 92.15¢ 90.14c 87.97C
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 68.14b 74.21b 77.10b 75.81b 73.82B
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 94.30d 97.23d 99.56d 98.27d 97.34D
L-alpha proline
Means 75.26A 80.23B 82.01B 80.57B -
ANOVA p-value HSDg o5
Biological
preparations (A) 0.001 189
Mineral nitrogen
fertilisation (B) 0.001 1.84
Interaction: A x B 0.001 2.06

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.

Table 9. Fe uptake by spring wheat straw (means across 2017-2019), g-ha—!.

Mineral Nitrogen Fertilisation, kg N-ha—1 (B)

Biological 90 + Foli Means
Product (A) Control 60 90 oonar
Fertilisation
Control 13.41a* 26.40a 29.38a 33.62a 25.70A
Bacillus megaterium 54 gy, 43.29¢ 63.77b 56.97b 48.50C
var. phosphaticum
L-alpha proline 27.05b 36.96b 60.83b 53.98b 44.71B
Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + 55.83c 66.80d 83.03¢ 78.92¢c 71.15D
L-alpha proline
Control 31.57A 43.36B 59.25D 55.87C -
ANOVA p-value HSDy 05
Biological product
0.001 3.24
(A)
Mineral nitrogen
fertilisation (B) 0.001 3.21
Interaction: A x B 0.001 3.42

* Values in columns followed by the same small letters and values in rows followed by the same capital letters do
not differ significantly at p < 0.05.



Agronomy 2021, 11, 511

90f11

The highest amount of iron was accumulated in the straw of spring wheat following an
application of both Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum and L-alpha proline. When used
on their own, the bioproducts contributed to a decline in the quantity of iron accumulated
in spring wheat straw. Still, the Fe amount was higher compared with that in control
untreated with biological products. Mineral fertilisation with nitrogen had a significant
effect on iron uptake by spring wheat straw. The highest amount of this element was
recorded in the straw of spring wheat fertilised with 90 kg N-ha~!. Fe amount in spring
wheat straw was lower following an application of either the highest nitrogen rate or a
rate of 60 kg N-ha—1, it being the lowest in the nonfertilised control straw. An interaction
of the experimental factors was found to be significant: the highest amount of iron was
recorded in the straw of spring wheat harvested from units treated with Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum + L-alpha proline + 90 kg N-ha~!, it being the lowest in the straw
harvested in the control unit, where neither bioproducts nor mineral nitrogen fertiliser had
been applied.

4. Discussion

The undertaken research unequivocally demonstrated that modern agriculture should
combine conventional and biological methods. Such approach protects the soil environment
and creates favourable conditions for the uptake of nutrients, including iron, which is such
a valuable microelement as it stimulates spring wheat plant growth and development. In
the present study, it was demonstrated that an application of biological products, that is, the
Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum bacteria + L-alpha proline amino acid, contributed to a
high concentration of iron in the soil during the period of rapid spring wheat plant growth.
Additionally, Jankiewicz [8] and Glick [9] claim that bioproducts guarantee a higher supply
of nutrients from the soil environment, including nitrogen, iron, and phosphorus associated
with synthesis of phytohormones stimulating plant development, and they reduce the level
of ethylene, which influences plant root development. In the experiment reported here,
after one bioproduct was applied without the other, poorer conditions were established
and the soil content of iron was lower. It was due to the fact that less organic matter entered
the soil and a lower number of soil microorganisms were present, as a result of which
the positive effect of the bioproducts due to an increased access of plant poorly available
elements, such as iron, was lower.

Nitrogen is one of the most important yield-forming elements, but effective fertilisation
with this nutrient is efficient when the soil is rich in the remaining elements, including
iron [10]. An application of excessive rates of mineral fertilisation with nitrogen leads to
contamination of the soil environment and limits iron uptake from the soil [11], which was
confirmed in the study reported here. The highest iron concentration in soil was recorded
following an application of 90 kg N-ha~!.

Mona et al. [12] found that an application of biological preparations stimulated iron
content in wheat plants. Additionally, in the present study, an application of the Bacil-
lus megaterium var. phosphaticum bacteria and L-alpha proline amino acid increased iron
concentration in spring wheat grain and straw, the effect being more pronounced when
the bioproducts were combined. Additionally, in studies by Popko et al. [13], the use
of Amino-Prim and Amino-Hort biostimulators increased the accumulation of nutrients
in winter wheat. Biostimulants work by increasing the uptake of minerals by plants,
including Fe, and improve the efficiency of nutrient use [14-16]. Kocira et al. [17] and
Kolodziejczyk [18] demonstrated that biofertilisers used together with biostimulants and re-
duced mineral nitrogen fertiliser rates improved soil properties, which is associated with an
increase in nutrients, including iron, available for crop plants. This, in turn, translates into
their concentration and accumulation in cereals [19]. Additionally, Adesemoye et al. [20],
Sharma et al. [21], and Kumar et al. [6] claim that an application of biological products
in cereal cultivation reduces chemical fertiliser rates. According to Emilsson et al. [22],
Wau et al. [23], Granta et al. [24], and Kumar et al. [25], an application of Bacillus megaterium
var. phosphaticum bacteria and L-alpha proline amino acid contributes to lower losses of
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nutrients, including iron, in the soil environment, and guarantees a steadfast supply of
nutrients for plants throughout the growing season, which ensures a high accumulation
of the nutrients, including iron, in cereals. These findings were confirmed in the study
reported here as the highest iron concentration and accumulation in spring wheat grain
and straw were recorded in the unit treated with Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum
bacteria + L-alpha proline amino acid and fertilised with 90 kg N-ha~!. This is very im-
portant as iron plays an important role in plant life. It is necessary for the synthesis of
chlorophyll in green wheat plants, which translates into the quantity of the yield obtained.
Such a pattern of fertilisation alleviates environmental pollution and is recommended for
application in the system of sustainable agriculture [26].

An application of bioproducts and lower rates of mineral fertilisation protects the soil
environment, is profitable, and enriches the soil in necessary macro- and microelements,
which are easily available for plants. Biological products stimulate plant growth and
development. In the present study, an application of Bacillus megaterium var. phosphaticum
bacteria + L-alpha proline amino acid and a mineral nitrogen rate of up to 90 kg -ha~!
contributed to a high soil concentration of iron, which is such an important element for
plants. Spring wheat cultivated under such conditions grows a more developed rooting
system as a result of which the crop takes up more iron from the soil, the element being
necessary for chlorophyll synthesis in green plants, which translates into higher grain and
straw yields of spring wheat and a higher iron content in plants.

5. Conclusions

During the period of rapid spring wheat plant growth, the highest soil, grain, and
straw content of iron was recorded after an application of Bacillus megaterium var. phos-
phaticum bacteria + L-alpha proline amino acid + mineral nitrogen fertiliser at a rate of
90 kg N-ha~!.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, A.P. and B.G.; methodology, A.P.; software, B.G. and E.R,;
writing—original draft preparation, A.P.; formal analysis, A.P; resources, E.R.; review and editing,
B.G. and E.R. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, grant number
30/20/B.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.
Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1.  Waraczewska, Z.; Niewiadomska, A.; Kosicka-Dziechciarek. Application of microorganisms with a synergistic effect in the
process of biological nitrogen fixation. Water Environ. Rural Areas 2017, 17, 157-168.

2. Zalewski, K. Mineral nutrition of plants and its importance in yielding. In Plant Yielding Physiology; Goreckiego, RJ.,
Grzesiuka, S., Eds.; University of Warmia and Mazury: Olsztyn, Poland, 2002; pp. 222-281.

3.  Niewiadomska, A. Assesment of the Impact of PRP SOL Fertilizer and Coinoculation on the Process Diazotrophy, Biological and Chemical
Properties of Soil and Crop Condition Under Clover and Alfalfa Cultivation; University of Life Sciences: Poznar, Poland, 2013; p. 106. 462p.

4. Barczak, B.; Klikocka, H.; Kozera, W.; Knapowski, T. Assessment of the effect of sulphur fertilization on oat grain yield and
micronutrient uptake. J. Elem. 2018, 23, 45-56.

5. Yadav, KK, Sarkar, S. Biofertilizers, Impact on Soil Fertility and Crop Productivity under Sustainable Agriculture. Environ. Ecol.
2018, 37, 89-93.

6. Kumar, S.; Bauddh, S.K;; Barman, S.C.; Singh, R.P. Organic matrix entrapped bio-fertilizers increase growth, productivity, and
yield of triticum aestivum 1. and transport of NO3; ~, NO, ~, NH4* and POy =3 from soil to plant leaves. J. Agric. Sci. Technol. 2014,
16, 315-329.

7. Buluts, S. Evaluation of yield and quality parameters of phosphorous-solubilizing and N-fixing bacteria inoculated in wheat
(Triticum aestivum L.). Turk. J. Agric. For. 2013, 37, 545-554. [CrossRef]

8.  Jankiewicz, U. Bioactive metabolites the rhizosphere Pseudomonas bacteria. Water Environ. Rural Areas 2010, 10, 83-92.

9.  Glick, B.R. Bacteria with ACC deaminase can promote plant growth and help to feed the world. Microbiol. Res. 2014, 169, 30-39.

[CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.3906/tar-1212-96
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.micres.2013.09.009

Agronomy 2021, 11, 511 11 of 11

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Gondek, K.; Gondek, A. The influence of mineral fertilization on the field and content of selected macro and microelements in
spring wheat. J. Agric. Eng. 2010, 55, 30-36.

Jarecki, W.; Buczek, J.; Bobrecka-Jamro, D. Response of facultative cultivars of spring wheat to autumn sowing and foliar
fertilization. J. Elem. 2019, 24, 817-828. [CrossRef]

Mona, E.E.; Eman, R.H.; Heba, S.S. Biofertilizers and /or some micronutrients role on wheat plants grown on newly reclaimed
soil. Afr. J. Ecol. 2012, 50, 464—475.

Popko, M.; Michalak, I.; Wilk, R.; Gramza, M.; Chojnacka, K.; Gorecki, H. Effect of the New Plant Growth Biostimulants Based on
Amino Acids on Yield and Grain Quality of Winter Wheat. Molecules 2018, 23, 470. [CrossRef]

Calvo, P; Nelson, L.; Kloepper, ] W. Agricultural uses of plant biostimulants. Plant Soil 2014, 383, 3—41. [CrossRef]

Du Jardin, P. Plant biostimulants: Definition, concept, main categories and regulation. Sci. Hortic. 2015, 196, 3-14. [CrossRef]
Paradikovi¢, N.; Vinkovi¢, T.; Vinkovi¢ Vréek, I.; Tkalec, M. Natural biostimulants reduce the incidence of BER in sweet yellow
pepper plants (Capsicum annuum L.). Agric. Food Sci. 2013, 22, 307-317. [CrossRef]

Kocira, A.; Kornas, R.; Kocira, S. Effect assessment of Kelpak SL on the Bean field (Phaseolus vulgaris L.). J. Cen. Eur. Agric. 2013,
14, 67-76. [CrossRef]

Kotodziejczyk, M. Effectiveness of nitrogen fertilization and application of microbiological preparations in potato cultivation.
Turk. J. Agric. Forest. 2014, 38, 299-310. [CrossRef]

Vessey, ] K. Plant growth promoting rhizobacteria as biofertilizers. Plant Soil 2003, 255, 571-586. [CrossRef]

Adesemoye, A.O.; Torbert, H.A.; Kloepper, ]. W. Plant Growth-promoting Rhizobacteria Allow Reduced Application Rates of
Chemical fertilizers. Microb. Ecol. 2009, 58, 921-929. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Sharma, VK.; Singh, R.P. Organic Matrix based slow release fertilizers enhances plant growth, nitrate assimilation and seed yield
of Indian mustard (Brassica juncia L.). |. Environ. Biol. 2011, 32, 619-624.

Emilsson, T.; Berndtsson, ].C.; Mattsson, J.E.; Rolf, K. Effect of using conventional and controlled release fertilizer on nutrient
runoff from various vegetated roof systems. Ecol. Eng. 2007, 29, 260-271. [CrossRef]

Wu, L,; Liu, M.; Liang, R. Preparation and properties of a double coated slow release NPK compound fertilizer with super
absorbent and water retention. Bioresour. Technol. 2008, 92, 547-554. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Granta, C.A.; Wu, R;; Selles, F.; Harker, K.N.; Clayton, G.W,; Bittman, S.; Zebarth, B.J.; Lupwayi, N.Z. Crop yield and nitrogen
concentration with controlled release urea and split applications of nitrogen as compared to non-coated urea applied at seeding.
Field Crop Res. 2012, 127, 170-180. [CrossRef]

Kumar, M.; Bauddh, K; Sainger, M.; Sainger, P.A.; Singh, ].S.; Singh, R.P. Increase in growth, productivity and nutritional status
of rice (Oryza sativa L. cv. Basmati) and enrichment in soil fertility applied with an organic matrix entrapped urea. J. Crop Sci.
Biotechnol. 2012, 15, 137-144. [CrossRef]

Zhao, G.Z; Liu, Y.Q; Tian, Y,; Sun, Y.Y.; Cao, Y. Preparation and properties of macromolecular slow-release fertilizers containing
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. J. Polymer. Res. 2010, 17, 119-125. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.5601/jelem.2018.23.4.1726
http://doi.org/10.3390/molecules23020470
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11104-014-2131-8
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.scienta.2015.09.021
http://doi.org/10.23986/afsci.7354
http://doi.org/10.5513/JCEA01/14.2.1234
http://doi.org/10.3906/tar-1305-105
http://doi.org/10.1023/A:1026037216893
http://doi.org/10.1007/s00248-009-9531-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19466478
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoleng.2006.01.001
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.biortech.2006.12.027
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17320380
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.fcr.2011.11.002
http://doi.org/10.1007/s12892-012-0024-z
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10965-009-9297-4

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Results 
	Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

