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Abstract: We developed a microwave-mediated continuous hydrogen production method from
2-PrOH using platinum on a spherical carbon-bead catalyst. The catalyst cartridge consisted of helical
glass part, and straight glass part (helix−straight cartridge) was newly developed for the effective
microwave heating of 2-PrOH in the presence of 5% Pt/CB. The microwave resonance was properly
adjusted within 2.4−2.5 GHz using the helix−straight cartridge with the glass resonance-adjuster
tube. The reaction was conducted by the irradiation of only 10 W of single-frequency microwaves
and the catalyst was used continuously for at least 13 h without any loss of catalyst activity.

Keywords: carbon; flow process; heterogeneous catalyst; hydrogen production; microwave
chemistry; platinum

1. Introduction

Expanding the use of clean energy sources is essential to mitigating the impending global climate
crisis. Although hydrogen is industrially produced by steam reforming, like with methane along with
the generation of carbon dioxide [1], the combustion of hydrogen, which does not emit a greenhouse
gas, has been proposed as an environmentally friendly energy production method [2–4]. Unlike its
high energy density per weight, the energy density of hydrogen per unit volume is low; hence, it is
necessary to liquefy the hydrogen for storage and transport, which is an energy-intensive process [5].
Therefore, the storage and transport of hydrogen are important problems to be solved.

Many effective methods for the production, storage, and transport of hydrogen, such as hydrogen
absorption in a metal-organic framework [6], hydrogen storage as metal hydrides [7], and the
direct production of hydrogen from liquid organic hydrides, have been proposed to overcome
previous drawbacks. Liquid organic hydride methods for hydrogen storage have several advantages.
For example, the liquid can be handled using an oil infrastructure at ambient temperature and under
the pressure, and it can be reused via a hydrogenation-dehydrogenation cycle. The combination of
a heterogeneous catalyst and flow reaction system allows for the continuous production of hydrogen gas
without a catalyst removal process. Several studies on hydrogen production from methylcyclohexane
(MCH) have been conducted using a combination of fixed-bed (flow-type) reactors and heterogeneous
catalysts [5,8–18].

2-Propanol (2-PrOH), which is industrially produced by the hydration of propene, is cheap and
low in toxicity. In addition, 2-PrOH is a potent hydrogen carrier because 2-PrOH is readily available and
reusable via the reduction of acetone, resulting from the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH [19]. It is crucial
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to maintain recyclability through the hydrogenation-dehydrogenation process for the sustainable
use of hydrogen carriers. The dehydrogenation reaction of 2-PrOH catalyzed by a heterogeneous
catalyst has been reported to proceed under various conditions [20–36], such as thermal [20–24,27],
photocatalytic [28,30,33,34,36], supercritical [29], and electrochemical [31,32].

In 2019, Wada and Tsubaki et al. reported that a molybdenum sulfide supported an Al2O3

(MoS2/Al2O3)-catalyzed hydrogen generation reaction from 2-PrOH using a combination of microwave
heating and a fixed-bed flow reactor. This was smoothly enhanced by the microwave-mediated specific
local heating effect [35]. However, the reaction efficiencies of these reported methods [20–36] are
insufficient for the use of 2-PrOH as a hydrogen carrier, despite the relatively mild endothermic nature
of the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH to acetone compared with the dehydrogenation of MCH. Therefore,
the development of more effective methods for hydrogen generation from 2-PrOH is essential.

Since microwave directly heats up reaction systems without heat medium, energetic efficiency
during the reaction process is superior to the conventional heating device, such as an oil bath, a heating
block, and an air-mediated heater. We recently reported on an activated carbon-supported platinum
(Pt) metal-catalyzed effective dehydrogenation method of primary and secondary alcohols in basic
aqueous media [37,38], and a method of microwave-enhanced continuous hydrogen production from
MCH using a carbon-bead-supported Pt catalyst (Pt/CB) [39]. We also found that the combination of
microwave irradiation and a flow system enabled the sufficient progress of the dehydrogenation of
MCH. The essential factor was activated carbon adequately heated by microwave irradiation based on
its high electron permittivity.

In this paper, we described 5% Pt/CB for continuous-flow hydrogen production from 2-PrOH
under low-power microwave irradiation conditions.

2. Results and Discussion

2.1. Microwave Heating Property under Existence of 5% Pt/CB and 2-PrOH

Microwave heating was affected by the electric permittivity of the irradiated components in the
reaction field, including the catalyst, the solvent, and even the shape of the reactor. First, the resonant
frequency in the range of the 2.4–2.5 GHz ISM band of the catalyst cartridge filled with 2-PrOH and
the microwave absorption rate of the catalyst cartridges filled with 2-PrOH were measured under
single-mode microwave irradiation conditions (Table 1). We already found that single-mode microwave
irradiation intensively and selectively heated 5% Pt/CB in a straight cartridge in the presence of MCH.
However, the microwave absorption into the straight cartridge filled with 2-PrOH was never observed
even though the resonant frequency was detected at 2.446 GHz (Entry 1). Even when a glass or
PTFE resonant frequency adjuster tube was placed around the straight catalyst cartridge, no suitable
frequency was detected (Entries 2 and 3). Therefore, it was revealed that the straight catalyst cartridge,
which was suitable for the dehydrogenation reaction of MCH, was not suitable for hydrogen generation
from 2-PrOH. The structure of the catalyst cartridge significantly affected the resonant frequency
(Entries 4–6 vs. 1–3). The catalyst in the helix-straight cartridge exhibited microwave absorbance with
the use of a glass adjuster tube (Entry 5). Therefore, we selected the combination of a helix-straight
cartridge and a glass adjuster tube.
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Table 1. Resonance frequency depending on catalyst cartridges and adjustor tubes 1.

Entry Type of Catalyst Cartridge Adjuster Tube 2 Resonant Frequency (GHz)

1 Straight None 2.446 3

2 Straight Glass Not detected 4

3 Straight PTFE 2.382
4 Helix−Straight None 2.566
5 Helix−Straight Glass 2.412
6 Helix−Straight PTFE 2.505

1 The resonant frequency of catalyst cartridge filled with 2-PrOH was measured in presence of 5% Pt/CB (80.0 mg).
2 A resonant adjuster tube was placed around catalyst cartridge. 3 The microwave was not absorbed into the catalyst
cartridge filled with 2-PrOH. 4 The resonant frequency was not found around the range of 2.4–2.5 GHz.

2.2. Dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH

In this experiment, 2-PrOH (24.0 mL, 312 mmol) was pumped into the microwave flow system
which included 80 mg of 5% Pt/CB (Pt: 20.5µmol) packed in a cartridge, surrounded with a glass adjuster
tube at 0.40 mL/min under 10-W microwave irradiation and 2.0-MPa backpressure in a single-pass
manner for 1 h (Scheme 1). The microwave system also monitored the power of the generated
microwave and the microwave reflected from the cavity without absorption into the catalyst system.
As the power of the reflected microwave was 1.46 W under 10-W microwave irradiation, it is estimated
that the catalyst system absorbed 85.4% of the microwave.

The reaction proceeded smoothly even when the residence time of 2-PrOH in the catalyst cartridge
was only 40 s. As 2-PrOH was converted to acetone along with hydrogen generation, the evolved gas
was collected in a gas burette (1 L × 2) and was analyzed by GC-TCD to determine the gas component.
It was found that 1.10 L (47.1 mmol, 15% yield) of highly pure (99.6%) hydrogen gas evolved, at which
time 14% of 2-PrOH was transformed into acetone, as identified by 1H NMR analysis. Ultratrace
amounts of methane and carbon dioxide were also obtained, although the production pathways for
the byproduced gases were not revealed.
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was conducted using 60% acetone in 2-PrOH as a flow solution to identify the cause of the decrease 
in the reaction rate (Figure 1b, black line). It took 5 h to transform 60% acetone/2-PrOH (6:4) to 70% 
acetone/2-PrOH, starting with 60% acetone/2-PrOH, although it took only 1.5 h for the same 
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Scheme 1. Dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH in a single-pass manner.

Since the conversion yield of hydrogen gas was insufficient in a single-pass manner, we next
examined the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH by a circulation process to see if this improved the conversion
(Scheme 2, Figure 1). When the reaction continued until the gas generation rate decreased, 81% of
2-PrOH was transformed into acetone, and an 81% yield of hydrogen gas (4.77 L, 195 mmol) with 96%
purity was obtained after 5.5 h of operation (Figure 1a, blue line with circle dots). Several gaseous
byproducts [i.e., methane (green line with rhombus dots), carbon dioxide (yellow line with trigonal
dots), and carbon monoxide (red line with square dots)] were also generated, along with the reaction
progress in a circulation manner.

It was revealed by a time course study that the ratio of hydrogen generation gradually declined
after approximately 60% of the 2-PrOH was transformed into acetone. The dehydrogenation reaction
was conducted using 60% acetone in 2-PrOH as a flow solution to identify the cause of the decrease
in the reaction rate (Figure 1b, black line). It took 5 h to transform 60% acetone/2-PrOH (6:4) to
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70% acetone/2-PrOH, starting with 60% acetone/2-PrOH, although it took only 1.5 h for the same
transformation when starting with pure 2-PrOH.

These results strongly indicate that the degradation of the reaction rate was caused by the reduced
ratio of 2-PrOH in the flow solution rather than the deactivation of 5% Pt/CB. Thus, the dehydrogenation
of 2-PrOH was dominant over the 5% Pt/CB-catalyzed hydrogenation of acetone [40,41] in the early
stage of the reaction. The hydrogenation of acetone competed with the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH as
the ratio of 2-PrOH to acetone decreased with the progress of the reaction.

The hydrogen evolution from 2-PrOH proceeded with the generation of a small number of gaseous
byproducts, such as methane, carbon dioxide, and carbon monoxide. To reveal the mechanism of the
generation of these byproduct gases, we used pure acetone as a substrate and solvent instead of 2-PrOH.
Acetone was passed through a 5% Pt/CB-packed cartridge at 0.40 mL/min with 10-W microwave
irradiation and 2.0-MPa backpressure in a circulating mode, but no gaseous product was observed.
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Figure 1. Time course study of the generation of various gases under dehydrogenation conditions
of 2-PrOH under a circulation manner [methane (green line with rhombus dots), carbon dioxide
(yellow line with trigonal dots), and carbon monoxide (red line with square dots)]. (a) Time-dependent
production of each gas. The reaction was carried out under the conditions described in Scheme 2.
(b) Time-dependent change of acetone/2-PrOH ratio. The reaction was started with pure 2-PrOH (blue
line) or acetone/2-PrOH (6:4, black line). The hydrogen generation using acetone/2-PrOH (6:4) was
carried out under the conditions: 0.40 mL/min flow rate, 10-W microwave irradiation, and 2.0 MPa
backpressure in circulation manner. Theoretical hydrogen evolution amount: 5.86 L.

2.3. Long-Term Experiment

Next, the long-term hydrogen generation from 2-PrOH under 10-W microwave irradiation was
investigated. As a result, a total of 9.21 L of hydrogen was continuously produced at 99% purity at
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a constant rate for at least 13 h. Notably, 5% Pt/CB catalyzed the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH over
18,000 times without reducing the catalyst activity (Scheme 3 and Figure 2).
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2.4. Effects of Reaction Conditions

Some reaction conditions influence the reaction efficiency of the dehydrogenation of 2-PrOH
(Table 2). When the reaction was conducted at a flow rate of 0.80 mL/min for 1 h (Entry 2), the yield
and generation rate of hydrogen gas decreased compared to the flow rate of 0.40-mL/min, indicated
in Scheme 1, probably due to the decrement of the residence time of 2-PrOH in 5% Pt/CB-packed
cartridge (from ca. 40 s to ca. 20 s). When the reaction was carried out under a 1.0-MPa backpressure,
the highest temperature of the reaction solution was 142 ◦C, which caused a decrease in the yield of
hydrogen gas (Entry 3). The reaction efficiency was also slightly affected by the use of both 5 mol% and
20 mol % aqueous 2-PrOH solutions (Entries 4 and 5), resulting in a decrease in the yield of hydrogen
gas and the absorptivity of microwave power. The power of the absorbed microwave in the case of
those H2O-added conditions (77.1% and 78.4%, respectively) was lower compared to the power under
standard conditions (85.4%) (Entries 4 and 5 vs. 1). The decrease of the reaction efficiency would be
caused by the competing of hydroxyl groups of 2-PrOH and H2O. On the other hand, microwave
absorptivity and the reaction efficiency improved when 60 mg of 5% Pt/CB was used (Entries 6–8).
However, the generation rate and the purity of hydrogen gas were degraded to 13.7 mmol/h and 89%
in the case using 60 mg of 5% Pt/CB, respectively in comparison with the case using 80 mg of 5%
Pt/CB (Entry 6 vs. 1). In contrast, although the hydrogen generation rate was increased by the use of
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60 mg of 5% Pt/CB in aqueous 2-PrOH, the amounts of gaseous byproducts, such as methane (CH4),
carbon dioxide (CO2), or carbon monoxide (CO) increased to result in the decrement of the purity of
hydrogen gas (Entries 7 vs. 4 and 8 vs. 5). These results indicate that reaction progress, including the
side reactions under microwave irradiation, depend on the microwave absorptivity of the reaction
cartridge. Therefore, it is appropriate for the generation of highly pure hydrogen gas at a high yield
to operate the hydrogen generation reaction at a flow rate of 0.40 mL/min under 10-W microwave
irradiation and 2.0-MPa backpressure without any additives under a circulation manner.

Table 2. Efficiency of the reaction parameter 1.
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w/H2O (20 
mol %) 2, 

5% Pt/CB (60 
mg) 
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8 

w/H2O (5 
mol %) 3, 

5% Pt/CB (60 
mg) 
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CO (4.96), 

C2H6 (0.283) 
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Entry Deviation from
Above

t (h) T (◦C)
H2 Gas

Other Gases
(mmol)

Total Amount
(mmol)

Production
Rate (mmol/h)

Yield
(%)

Purity
(%)

1 none 5.5 176 195 35.5 81 96
CH4 (6.93),
CO2 (1.51),
CO (0.643)

2 0.8 mL/min 1 157 13.0 13.0 5 98 CH4 (0.121),
CO2 (0.206),

3 1 MPa 6 142 181 30.2 75 97 CH4 (3.98),
CO2 (1.16)

4 w/H2O (20 mol %) 2 5.5 176 166 30.2 72 97 CH4 (4.05),
CO2 (1.75)

5 w/H2O (5 mol %) 3 5 168 167 33.4 71 93 CH4 (9.59),
CO2 (2.80)

6 5% Pt/CB (60 mg) 4 5 171 68.7 13.7 98 89 CH4 (7.10)
CO2 (1.57)

7 w/H2O (20 mol %) 2,
5% Pt/CB (60 mg)

3.5 154 220 62.9 95 89 CH4 (18.9),
CO2 (7.31)

8 w/H2O (5 mol %) 3,
5% Pt/CB (60 mg)

4.8 150 209 43.5 90 87

CH4 (18.3),
CO2 (8.21),
CO (4.96),

C2H6 (0.283)

Each reaction was run up to 6 h or until the gas generation was almost stopped. 1 The reaction mixture passed
through 5% Pt/CB-packed glass cartridge under 10-W microwave irradiation at 0.4 mL/min and 2-MPa backpressure
under the circulation manner. The total volume of the path of reaction system was 16.0 mL, and 2.5 mL of
reaction mixture was taken in the reservoir. The reaction was completed when the gas generation rate decreased.
The composition of the collected gas was analyzed by GC−TCD. 2 7.7 mL (232 mmol) of 2-PrOH was included in the
reaction system. Theoretical H2 generation amount was 5.66 L. 3 Additionally, 18.3 mL (240 mmol) of 2-PrOH was
included in the reaction system. Theoretical H2, generation amount was 5.85 L. 4 5.40 mL (70.2 mmol) of 2-PrOH
was included in the reaction system. The theoretical H2 generation amount was 1.71 L.

3. Materials and Methods

3.1. General

All reagents were obtained from commercial sources and used without further purification.
The 5% Pt/CB was supplied from N.E. Chemcat Co. (Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan). The microwave
flow reactor [microwave controller unit: MOC-33, the MW generator unit: MA-41 (maximum 50 W),
pump unit: YA-20] was developed by SAIDA FDS, Inc. (Yaidzu, Shizuoka, Japan). The glass cartridges
and adjuster tubes were also obtained from SAIDA FDS, Inc. Gas chromatography (GC) analyses
were performed on a GL Science GC-3200 equipped with a thermal conductivity detector (TCD),
an MS5A-packed column (GL science), and a CP-PoraPLOT Q column (Agilent Technology). 1H NMR
spectra were recorded on JEOL ECA-500 (500 MHz for 1H NMR) and JEOL ECZ-400 (400 MHz for 1H
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NMR) spectrometers. CDCl3 was used as a solvent for NMR measurement. Chemical shifts (δ) are
expressed in parts per million using tetramethylsilane (0.00 ppm) for 1H NMR.

3.2. Experimentals

3.2.1. Reaction System

The reaction system is shown in Figure 3. When the catalyst-packed cartridge equipped with
a thermocouple was set in the microwave cavity, the catalyst was located on the horizontal center line
in the microwave cavity [39]. This device uses a solid-state oscillator and can change the frequency
of the irradiated microwave based on the shift in the resonant frequency in 1-W increments between
1–50 W, and the resonant frequency was always monitored during microwave irradiation. In addition,
this device monitors the power of reflected microwaves that were not absorbed into the catalyst
cartridge in a cavity.

The pump unit was equipped with a plunger pump, two pressure gauges upstream and
downstream of the catalyst cartridge, the inline filter, and the backpressure regulator. Then, 2-PrOH
was passed through the line in the following order: (1) reservoir, (2) plunger pump, (3) pressure gauge,
(4) catalyst cartridge, (5) inline filter, (6) pressure gauge, (7) backpressure regulator, and (8) receiver.
Two gas burettes (1 L) were connected to a reservoir at the end through the water-filled gas washing
bottle. The generated gas flowed to the receiver and was collected through the gas line in the order
that follows: (8) receiver, (9) water-filled gas washing bottle, (10) three-way stopcock for switching
tracks toward each gas burette, and (11) three-way stopcock for changing lines toward a gas burette or
a gas-sampling bag (1 L).
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Figure 3. Conceptual reaction system. (1) Reservoir. (2) Pump. (3) Pressure gauge at an entrance.
(4) 5% Pt/CB-packed catalyst cartridge. (5) Inline filter. (6) Pressure gauge at an exit. (7) Backpressure
regulator. (8) Receiver. (9) Water-filled gas washing bottle. (10 and 11) Three-way stopcock.

3.2.2. Preparation of Catalyst Cartridge

Two types of quartz glass tubes (a straight glass tube and a helix-straight glass tube) were used as
catalyst cartridges (Figure 4). The straight glass tube consists of a partially bulging part with an internal
diameter of 10 mm and a narrow part with an internal diameter of 3.6 mm, and the glass filter is
attached to the partially bulging part (Figure 4a). The helix-straight tube is composed of a helical part
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with an internal diameter of 2.0 mm and a straight part with an internal diameter of 3.6 mm (Figure 4b).
The glass filter is placed in the straight part.

Straight cartridge. The 5% Pt/CB (80 mg, Pt: 20.5 µmol)-packed cartridge was prepared according
to the procedure demonstrated in our recently reported literature [39]. Glass beads (0.991–1.397-mm
diameter, 2.01 g) were packed on the glass filter, which reached the narrow part over the partially
bulging part of the straight glass tube, and then a small amount of glass wool was packed on the glass
beads. 5% Pt/CB was tightly filled on the glass wool by tapping the tube (the catalyst layer reached
about 1.4 cm in height), and another glass wool was then packed on the catalyst to prevent disorder of
the 5% Pt/CB layer (Figure 4c).

Helix-straight cartridge. A total of 5% Pt/CB (80 mg) was packed on the glass filter, and glass wool
was then packed on the catalyst to prevent disorder of the 5% Pt/CB layer (Figure 4d). Both catalyst
cartridges were arranged so that 5% Pt/CB was located at almost the same position from the top of
the cartridge.
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tube. (d) 5% Pt/CB (80 mg)-packed helix-straight tube.

3.2.3. Hydrogen Generation from 2-PrOH

Single-Pass Method. The entire flow path was filled with 2-PrOH. The exit line penetrating through
the rubber septum was attached to a rubber-septum-capped receiver connected to the gas-flowing
line via a needle. Afterwards, 2-PrOH (total usage: 24.0 mL, 18.7 g, 312 mmol) was passed through
the 5% Pt/CB (80 mg)-packed cartridge equipped with a glass adjuster tube at 0.4 mL/min under
10-W microwave irradiation and 2.0-MPa backpressure conditions in a single-pass manner for 1 h.
The generated gas was collected in two gas burettes. After one gas burette was almost filled with
hydrogen gas (ca. 900 mL), the stopcock (10, Figure 1) was turned to allow the gas to collect in the
other burette. The yield and purity of the hydrogen in the collected gas were determined by gas
chromatography equipped with a thermal conductivity detector (GC-TCD). The reaction conversion
was determined by 1H NMR. 7.6 L (312 mmol) of hydrogen gas which can be theoretically generated
after the full conversion of 2-PrOH [24.0 mL (18.7 g, 312 mmol)] to acetone.
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Circulation Manner. The entire flow path was filled with 2-PrOH. The suction line and exit line
were penetrated through the rubber septum and attached to the rubber-septum-capped reservoir
connected to the gas-flowing line via a needle. The 2-PrOH was passed through the 5% Pt/CB-packed
cartridge with a glass adjuster tube at 0.4 mL/min under 10-W microwave irradiation and 2.0-MPa
backpressure conditions in a circulating manner. The operation was stopped when the rate of gas
generation decreased. The generated gas was collected in two gas burettes. After one gas burette was
almost filled with hydrogen gas (ca. 900 mL), the three-way stopcock (10, Figure 3) was turned to
allow the gas to collect in the other burette. The yield and purity of hydrogen in the collected gas were
determined by GC-TCD. The reaction conversion was determined by 1H NMR.

4. Conclusions

An efficient method for hydrogen generation from 2-PrOH and the novel catalyst cartridge for
effective heating of 2-PrOH in the presence of 5% Pt/CB were developed. This method requires only
10 W of microwave irradiation and 80 mg of 10% Pt/CB to achieve a high conversion of 2-PrOH
and highly pure hydrogen generation. Since the space-time yields of the present system are 183
(mol/Lcat/h) and 324 (mol/kgcat/h), this can be considered efficient in comparison with the reported
K−Pt/Al2O3-catalyzed hydrogen generation method using MCH as a liquid organic chemical hydride
[46.3 (mol/Lcat/h)] [42], which is currently being considered for practical use by a demonstration plant.
This system was applied for 13 h of continuous operation without loss of catalyst activity. The present
method is an energy-efficient hydrogen extraction system as only 10-W of the microwave was used for
sufficient heating and the system has significant practical value.
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