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Abstract:

 Smoking has been extensively documented as a risk factor for all histological types of lung cancer and tobacco-specific nitrosamines and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons reproducibly cause lung cancer in laboratory rodents. However, the most common lung cancer, non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), frequently develops in never smokers and is particularly common in women and African Americans, suggesting that factors unrelated to smoking significantly impact this cancer. Recent experimental investigations in vitro and in animal models have shown that chronic psychological stress and the associated hyperactive signaling of stress neurotransmitters via β-adrenergic receptors significantly promote the growth and metastatic potential of NSCLC. These responses were caused by modulation in the expression and sensitization state of nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (nAChRs) that regulate the production of stress neurotransmitters and the inhibitory neurotransmitter γ-aminobutyric acid (GABA). Similar changes in nAChR-mediated neurotransmitter production were identified as the cause of NSCLC stimulation in vitro and in xenograft models by chronic nicotine. Collectively, these data suggest that hyperactivity of the sympathetic branch of the autonomic nervous system caused by chronic psychological stress or chronic exposure to nicotinic agonists in cigarette smoke significantly contribute to the development and progression of NSCLC. A recent clinical study that reported improved survival outcomes with the incidental use of β-blockers among patients with NSCLC supports this interpretation.




Keywords:


smoking; non-small cell lung cancer; nicotinic receptors; β-adrenergic receptors; sympathicus hyperactivity; psychological stress








1. Introduction

Lung cancer is globally the leading cause of cancer deaths, with non-small cell lung carcinoma (NSCLC) predominating [1]. Since the first Surgeon General’s report on the association of smoking with lung cancer in 1964, tobacco control measures have significantly reduced the number of smokers in the US, saving an estimated 8 million lives until today [2]. However, contrary to expectations, the significant decrease in smokers observed over the past five decades has not yielded a correlating decrease in incidence and mortality of NSCLC [3]. Instead, a shift in the incidences of histological subtypes of NSCLC has been observed, with previously leading squamous cell carcinoma declining and adenocarcinoma rising, especially in never smokers, and accounting for about 80% of NSCLC cases in never smokers today [3,4,5]. Lung cancer in never smokers is disproportionately more common in women than men and the majority of lung cancers in never smokers are adenocarcinomas [6]. In addition, African Americans have a higher incidence of lung cancer than the general population, irrespective of smoking history [7]. Collectively, these findings strongly suggest that factors other than smoking play significant roles in the development of lung cancer, particularly adenocarcinoma.

Epidemiology is an imprecise science in that individuals are always exposed to a multitude of factors not controlled by the investigator in addition to those under analysis. This problem is overcome by in vitro studies and animal experiments under tightly controlled conditions that have been used for many years to study the mechanisms of cancer initiation, progression and responsiveness to prevention and therapy. Such experimental studies provide the basis for the development of effective cancer preventive and therapeutic strategies. In accord with early findings that nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamines [8] and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons [9] contained in cigarette smoke cause lung cancer in laboratory rodents, traditional experimental lung cancer research has primarily focused on the metabolic activation of these chemicals in susceptible tissues and the interaction of reactive metabolites with DNA [10,11]. However, discoveries that nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamines are high affinity agonists for nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (nAChRs) [12,13] and β-adrenergic receptors (β-ARs) [14] have prompted investigations into the potential role of these neurotransmitter receptor families in smoking associated lung cancer initiation, progression and response to therapy. In light of the central role of these receptors and their respective neurotransmitters in the autonomic nervous system [15] as well as in the regulation of the mood [16] and psychological stress responses [17], these findings prompted recent experiments on the potential NSCLC promoting effects of psychological stress [18]. In turn, findings generated by these experiments lead to the hypothesis that neuropsychological factors may significantly impact lung cancer in smokers and non- smokers [19,20].



2. Functions of nAChRs and ARs

The families of nAChRs and ARs are expressed in the cell membrane of all mammalian cells. They serve as the recipients of neurotransmitters that are ligands for these receptors and are emitted from the autonomic nervous system, the brain, and the adrenal gland and from epithelial cells and the cancers arising from them [16,21].

Receptors comprising the nAChR family are ligand-gated ion channels enclosed by α subunits (α1–α10) in the presence (heteromeric nACHRs) or absence (homomeric nAChRs) of a variety of non-α subunits [22,23,24,25], with the α subunits serving as binding sites for agonists. The neurotransmitter acetylcholine is the physiological agonist for all nAChRs. Acetylcholine is synthesized and released by nerves of the vagus branch of the autonomic nervous system, by neurons in the brain and by numerous epithelial cells and the cancers arising from them [16,21]. Upon binding of an agonist to the nAChR α subunits, the ion channel opens, causing the influx of ions from the extra cellular environment into the cell, thereby depolarizing the cell membrane and triggering a host of cellular responses in a cell type-specific manner [16,24]. Of particular interest in the context of this review is the regulatory role of nAChRs for the release of neurotransmitters [26,27]. In turn, neurotransmitters released into the extra cellular environment bind as agonists to cell membrane receptors of the cells that release the neurotransmitters (autocrine) and adjacent (paracrine) cells. The release of the excitatory neurotransmitters norepinephrine, epinephrine, serotonin, dopamine and glutamate in the brain are regulated by the α7nAChR while the α4β2nAChR is primarily responsible for the regulation of the inhibitory neurotransmitter γ-aminobutyric acid (GABA) in the brain [26,28]. The neurotransmitters synthesized and released from epithelial cells and the cancers arising from them are similarly regulated, with the α7nAChR regulating serotonin [29,30] and jointly with the α3- and α5nAChRs epinephrine and norepinephrine [31,32,33] while the α4β2nAChR regulates GABA [33,34]. The expression of nAChRs with α subunits α1–α9 has been reported in normal airway and alveolar epithelium [16]. However, a comprehensive analysis of the expression and function of nAChR types in different histological types of lung cancer, including NSCLC, has not been conducted to date. Instead, the majority of preclinical investigations have focused on the role of the α7nAChR in the regulation of lung cancer proliferation, metastatic potential, resistance to therapy and angiogenesis (reviewed in [19,21,35,36]). While most of these studies have interpreted the observed activation of intracellular signaling pathways as direct responses to α7nAChR activation by agonist, in vitro experiments with small airway epithelial cells [32], NSCLC cells [34], colon cancer cells [31] and pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma cells and pancreatic duct epithelial cells [33,37] have established that these cancer-stimulating responses were caused by the α7nAChR-mediated synthesis and release of the stress neurotransmitters norepinephrine and epinephrine which activated multiple signaling cascades downstream of β-adrenergic receptors in an autocrine fashion. In accord with the concept that nAChRs are redundant [23,24,27], it has also been shown that nAChRs with subunits α3 and α5 contribute to the stress-neurotransmitter-induced proliferation and migration induced by nicotine in epithelial cancer cells [33]. Moroever, it has been shown that small airway epithelial cells, NSCLC cells and pancreatic duct epithelial cells and the cancers derived from them express both isozymes of glutamate decarboxylase (GAD65, GAD67) that mediate the synthesis of the inhibitory neurotransmitter γ-aminobutyric acid (GABA) from glutamate and that they release GABA into the extracelullar environment [32,33,34].

Excitatory neurotransmitters, including norepinephrine and epinephrine, are important mediators of cognition, alertness and aggression in the brain while GABA conveys relaxation, contentment and happiness. Nicotinic receptors in the autonomic nervous system and in the adrenal gland additionally play important roles in the regulation of responses to psychological stress. The release of the stress neurotransmitters norepinephrine and epinephrine from sympathetic nerves is thus regulated by the α7 nAChR and by nAChRs with subunits α3 and α5 in the adrenal gland. Epinephrine and norepinephrine in vitro stimulate cell proliferation and migration of cancer of the breast [38], colon [31,39], prostate [40], pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma and pancreatic duct epithelia [33] and of lung adenocarcinoma and small airway epithelia [32,34]. By contrast, GABA in vitro has been shown to inhibit cell proliferation and migration of cancer of the breast [38], colon [41], pancreas [37,42] and lung adenocarcinoma [34,43].

Nicotine binds as a selective agonist to all nAChRs with a significantly higher affinity than acetylcholine. However, nicotine does not bind with equal affinity to all nAChRs, demonstrating the highest affinity for nAChRs with the α4 subunit and the lowest affinity for the homomeric α7nAChR [22]. Accordingly, relatively high concentrations of nicotine are required to activate biological functions regulated by the α7nAChR whereas comparatively low nicotine concentrations still activate responses regulated by the α4nAChR. Like nicotine, the nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamine N-nitrosonornicotine (NNN) is a preferential agonist for the α4nAChR, but its affinity for this receptor is about 5100× higher than that of nicotine [12,13]. By contrast, the nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamine 4-(methylnitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone (NNK) is a preferential agonist for the α7nAChR to which it binds with approximately 1300× higher affinity than nicotine [12,13]. It has been shown that similar to nAChR responses to chronic nicotine in the brain associated with nicotine addiction, chronic exposure of small airway epithelial cells in vitro to NNK upregulates the protein expression of the α7nAChR and sensitized the receptor, resulting in increased release of norepinephrine and epinephrine in response to lower concentrations of NNK whereas chronic NNK desensitized the α4nAChR, suppressing GABA release [32]. Nicotine has been used extensively as a pharmacological tool to study the pathobiology of nAChRs as it relates to nicotine addiction and cancer. However, many of the adverse effects of smoking traditionally blamed on nicotine may in reality be caused by NNK and NNN contained in tobacco smoke and formed additionally in the mammalian body from nicotine [44], with NNK concentrations up to 161 ng/mL reported in the pancreatic juice of smokers [45]. However, experimental behavioral studies to identify the potential contribution of NNK or NNN to the addictive effects of tobacco have not been conducted to date. The family of adrenergic receptors is comprised of two α-adrenergic receptors (α1-AR, α2-AR) and three β-adrenergic receptors (β1-AR, β2-AR, β3-AR). The β3-AR is exclusively expressed in adipose tissue whereas the remaining β-ARs as well as both α-ARs are expressed in most non-adipose tissues. All ARs are heptahelical transmembrane receptors coupled to G-proteins [46], but individual AR types are coupled to different G-proteins that activate different downstream effectors [19]. Cardiovascular functions are predominantly regulated by β1-ARs that are coupled to the stimulatory G-protein Gs, which activates adenylyl cyclase/cAMP. Broad-spectrum β-AR antagonists (β-blockers as well as selective antagonists of the β1-AR (β1-blockers) are therefore widely used for the long-term management of cardiovascular disease [47]. On the other hand, β2-ARs regulate bronchodilation and agonists for these receptors are the active ingredient of inhalers used for the management of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and asthma [48]. The neurotransmitters norepinephrine and epinephrine are the physiological agonists for all ARs, with norepinephrine binding preferentially to the α-ARs and the β1-AR and epinephrine binding preferentially to β-ARs, with a higher affinity to β2-ARs than β1-ARs [49,50]. Both neurotransmitters are synthesized and released by nerves of the sympathicus branch of the autonomic nervous system, by neurons in the brain, by the adrenal medulla and by numerous epithelial cells and the cancers derived from them. Regardless of their anatomical location, their synthesis and release is regulated by nAChRs [21,50]. Because norepinephrine and epinephrine released from sympathicus nerves and the adrenal medulla mediate responses of the mammalian body to psychological stress, these neurotransmitters are commonly referred to as “stress neurotransmitters”. Intracellular increase in cAMP and activated protein kinase A (PKA) downstream of β-ARs additionally regulate the synthesis and release of the epidermal growth factor (EGF) [51], amphiregulin [52] vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) [53] and arachidonic acid (AA) [14], all of which are important mediators of malignant potential in numerous cancers, including NSCLC.

The nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamine NNK is an agonist for β-ARs with a 600× greater affinity than norepinephrine to the β1-AR and a 2200× greater affinity for the β2-AR than epinephrine whereas NNN does not bind to these receptors [14]. In vitro studies have shown that β-AR agonists, such as norepinephrine, epinephrine, isoproterenol or NNK stimulate the proliferation and migration of cancer of the mammary gland [38], colon [31,39], prostate [40], pancreas [54,55] and adenocarcinoma of the lung [14,32].



3. Impact of “Nicotine Addiction” on Smoking Associated Lung Cancer

Reactive metabolites of the nicotine-derived carcinogenic nitrosamines NNN and NNK interact with the DNA molecule to form activating point mutations of K-Ras and inactivating mutations of p53 [11]. Activating point mutations in K-Ras represent the most common oncogenic alteration in lung adenocarcinoma [56]. Ras is an important signaling protein in numerous pathways that regulate cell proliferation and migration, including the EGFR pathway, the Src/AKT pathway and the AA cascade, all of which are activated when endogenous or exogenous agonists bind to β-ARs (Figure 1). On the other hand, the tumor suppressor gene p53 regulates the induction of apoptosis, resulting in a lack of responsiveness to apoptosis-inducing agents, such as cancer therapeutics, upon its mutational inactivation.

Figure 1. Working model illustrating the central role of sympathicus hyperactivity caused by chronic smoking and chronic psychological stress in the regulation of smoking-associated lung adenocarcinoma.
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“Nicotine addiction”, which due to the binding kinetics of NNN and NNK to nAChRs (see above) may be caused to a significant extent by these nicotine derivatives, is characterized by post-transcriptional and post-translational upregulation in the protein expression of all nAChRs [57]. This change in receptor protein is accompanied by sensitization to agonist of the α7nAChR whereas the α4β2nAChR is desensitized [22,28,58]. With the α7nAChR regulating excitatory neurotransmitters, including norepinephrine and epinephrine, and the α4β2nAChR regulating the inhibitory neurotransmitter GABA, excitatory neurotransmitters predominate and GABA is suppressed, resulting in the tension and craving characteristic for addiction when these nAChR changes occur in the brain. In response, smokers increase their daily consumption of cigarettes, thus increasing their exposure to carcinogenic tobacco components that enhance their risk for smoking-associated cancer, including lung cancer (Figure 1).

Due to the fact that nicotine as well as NNN and NNK are distributed throughout the entire body, the adaptive changes of nAChRs in response to chronic tobacco-specific agonists are not limited to the brain but are ubiquitously occurring in all nAChRs of the mammalian body. In the autonomic nervous system, the adaptive upregulation and sensitization of the α7nAChR increases the release of norepineprhine and epinephrine from nerves of the sympathicus, resulting in sympathicus hyperactivity.



Sympathicus hyperactivity has been recognized as an important mediator of cardiovascular disease [59,60,61,62], the most common non-neoplastic disease associated with smoking. In addition, the increased blood levels of norepinephrine and epinephrine caused by sympathicus hyperactivity provide a selective growth advantage for cancers regulated by β-ARs, including the most common human lung cancer, adenocarcinoma. In vitro studies have shown that chronic exposure to nicotine or NNK also upregulates and sensitizes the α7nAChR expressed in small airway epithelial cells [32], pancreatic duct epithelial cells and pancreatic cancer [33,37], thereby increasing the production of norepinephrine and epinephrine, which are autocrine growth factors for these cells. This cancer promoting effect is further enhanced by the simultaneous suppression of cancer inhibitory GABA production due to desensitization of the α4β2nAChR in these cells [32,37,63]. As is shown in Figure 1, hyperactive β-AR signaling in response to systemic and autocrine increases in their physiological agonists thus further intensifies the cancer-stimulating signaling pathways that are additionally activated by the presence of constitutively active K-Ras.

Numerous studies in vitro and in mouse xenografts [21,64,65,66] with nicotine doses comparable to serum levels in smokers have reported significant promoting effects on cell proliferation, migration and metastasis. These studies have provided valuable information on the role of nAChRs in cancer progression but do not necessarily prove that the nicotine in tobacco products promotes smoking-associated cancer. Due to the much higher affinities of NNK and NNN to the α7nAChR and α4β2nAChR, respectively, nicotine will be displaced from these receptors by the two nitrosamines unless present at a 5100× higher concentration than NNN and at a 1300× higher concentration than NNK. The situation is different in nicotine replacement products that contain significantly lower concentrations of nicotine and only yield negligible levels of nitrosamines formed endogenously from nicotine [67]. Comparative investigations with xenografts from identical pancreatic cancer cell lines have shown that only the high nicotine doses comparable to serum levels in smokers increased xenograft growth [68] whereas low nicotine comparable to NRT products did not [69]. By contrast, the low nicotine treatments significantly increased resistance of the xenografts to the cancer therapeutic gemcitabine by inhibiting apoptotic pathways [69]. Similar dose-dependent differences of nicotine have been reported in lung cancer cell lines in vitro, with 1 μM nicotine stimulating cell proliferation [29,70] and 200 nM nicotine inhibiting drug-induced apoptosis while failing to increase cell proliferation [71]. The lack of proliferation in response to low dose nicotine is caused by the low affinity of nicotine to the α7nAChR that regulates cell proliferation. In accord with these observations, recent publications from two independent laboratories have reported that low dose nicotine comparable to levels yielded with NRT products did not promote lung cancer development, proliferation and metastasis in mice treated with a high dosing regimen of NNK that by itself yielded a 100% lung tumor incidence [72,73]. It would seem desirable to conduct studies of this nature with a dosing regimen of carcinogen that yields a significantly lower than 100% tumor incidence so that significant promoting effects become actually detectable. Nevertheless the failure of low dose nicotine to induce cancer cell proliferation reported by the two above cited independent laboratories [69,71] in conjunction with the very high affinity of NNK for the α7nAChR render it unlikely that NRT level nicotine would promote NNK-induced lung cancer in smokers. However, the reported increase in resistance of cancer cells to therapeutics by low dose nicotine remains a serious concern [69,71] and non-nicotine products should be used instead of nicotine for nicotine replacement therapy in individuals undergoing cancer therapy.



4. Impact of Chronic Psychological Stress on Lung Cancer

It has been reported that people often smoke to reduce psychological stress [74,75], that individuals with anxiety disorders are over-represented among smokers [76] and that smoking is disproportionately prevalent in individuals with posttraumatic stress disorder [77]. The responses of the mammalian body to psychological stress are mediated by the release of the stress neurotransmitters norepinephrine and epinephrine from the adrenal gland, from the sympathicus branch of the autonomic nervous system and by the release of the stress hormone cortisol from the adrenal gland [17]. In turn the release of norepinephrine and epinephrine from sympathicus nerves is regulated by the homomeric α7nAChR [78] while heteromeric nAChRs containing the subunits α3 and α5 regulate their release from the adrenal gland [79]. As explained earlier in this review, smoking has similar effects on stress neurotransmitters caused by interaction of the same nAChRs with nicotine. Similar to smoking [80,81], chronic stress also suppresses the GABA system [82]. The stress-induced systemic predominance of stress neurotransmitters stimulates the growth of cancers that express β-adrenergic receptor–mediated regulatory pathways (Figure 1) [19,83] and individuals who smoke to cope with stress further exacerbate their already existing sympathicus hyperactivity. Adenocarcinoma, the most common lung cancer in smokers and non-smokers, expresses this pathway and its proliferation and migration are significantly increased in vitro by β-AR agonists that activate multiple signaling cascades, including the EGFR pathway, the AA cascade, protein kinase A/CREB, Src/AKT signaling and others [14,32,84,85]. Treatment of hamsters with epinephrine significantly promoted NNK-induced lung adenocarcinoma development whereas the β-blocker propranolol had significant preventive effects [86]. Experimentally induced chronic social stress significantly increased the growth of mouse xenografts from lung adenocarcinomas with and without activating mutations in K-Ras [18]. The tumor-promoting effects of stress were associated with increased systemic and tumor levels of stress neurotransmitters and cAMP and suppression of GABA, while the protein expression of nAChR subunits α3, α4, α5, and α7 and phosphorylated signaling proteins CREB and ERK was increased in xenograft tissues. All of the described adverse effects of social stress were completely prevented by simultaneous treatment of the mice with GABA in the drinking water [18]. In vitro studies with human adenocarcinoma cell lines suggest that the observed strong preventive effects of GABA on lung adenocarcinomas were mediated by the inhibition of cAMP formation due to inactivation of adenylyl cyclase, the enzyme activated by the stimulatory G-protein Gs of β-ARs [43]. Experimentally induced psychological stress also enhanced the growth of pancreatic cancer xenografts [87] and epinephrine increased the metastatic potential of ovarian cancer cells [88]. In addition, it has been shown that chronic treatment with epinephrine or chronic restraint stress suppressed the tumor suppressor gene p53 via β2-AR signaling in mice and that these responses were abolished by the β-blocker propranolol [89,90]. The importance of hyperactive β-adrenergic receptor signaling in the promotion of NSCLC development and progression is further underlined by a recent report that NSCLC patients undergoing radiation therapy had improved survival outcomes with incidental use of β-blockers [91]. β-Blocker use has also improved relapse-free survival in breast cancer patients [92].



5. Conclusions

The mutational activities of metabolites formed from tobacco carcinogens are generally considered key events for the initiation of smoking-associated lung cancer. However, racial disparities [7], the prevalence of adenocarcinoma in women [4] and the reported association of psychological distress with increased lung cancer mortality [93] suggest the involvement of other factors in addition to smoking. Experiments in laboratory animals with a lifespan of only two to three years typically employ very high doses of tobacco carcinogens aimed at approaching carcinogen amounts similar to the lifetime exposure in smokers. It is therefore not surprising that the widely used mouse model of NNK-induced lung carcinogenesis responds with a 100% lung cancer incidence to NNK treatment [72,73], as opposed to a lung cancer incidence of up to 28% in heavy smokers [94] with an average life expectancy of 70 years. While such animal models are valuable tools for the identification of carcinogens, cancer preventive and therapeutic agents, they may not provide optimum conditions for mechanistic studies of cancer initiation, promotion and progression. The data and interpretations summarized in this review support the hypothesis that neuropsychological factors play key roles in establishing a biological environment that permits cancer cells to develop and progress. The ability of the mammalian organism to survive throughout evolution is mediated by the autonomic nervous system that governs adaptive responses to endogenous changes as well as external and emotional signals. Adaptive changes in the function of nAChRs in response to chronic exposure to nAChR agonists in tobacco smoke (NNK, NNN, nicotine) or released in response to chronic psychological stress (acetylcholine) destroy the ability of the autonomic nervous system to maintain homeostasis. The resulting sympathicus hyperactivity with excessive release of stress neurotransmitters greatly enhances via β-adrenergic receptor signaling the activity of multiple cellular pathways known to stimulate the proliferation, migration, angiogenesis and metastasis of NSCLC (Figure 1). These effects are further intensified by the simultaneous suppression of the inhibitory GABA system and the β-AR-mediated suppression of p53. Cellular responses to the mutational changes in K-Ras and p53 caused by tobacco carcinogens therefore remain unchecked and can no longer be compensated for by corrective signals from the autonomic nervous system. Estrogen additionally intensifies the signals downstream of β-ARs by transactivating the β1-AR [95], a phenomenon that may contribute to the predominance of lung adenocarcinoma in women [4]. On the other hand, the prevalence of low socio-economic status and associated chronic psychological stress in African Americans may contribute to the racial lung cancer disparities reported [7]. In addition, β-adrenergic signaling is enhanced by broncho-dilating drugs that either act as β2-AR agonists or increase cAMP signaling by inhibiting phosphodiesterases. The long-term use of these agents may thus significantly contribute to the increased lung cancer risk observed in individuals with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) [96]. Efforts to target individual signaling proteins in combination with chemo- or radiation therapy have not significantly improved the prognosis of NSCLC [1]. Additional approaches aimed at normalizing sympathicus hyperactivity are needed to improve clinical outcomes.






Acknowledgements

Supported by grant RCICA144640 with the National Institutes of Health.



Conflicts of Interest

The author declares no conflict of interest.



References


	1. 
Bunn, P.A., Jr.; Thatcher, N. Systemic treatment for advanced (stage IIIb/IV) non-small cell lung cancer: More treatment options; more things to consider. Conclusion. Oncologist 2008, 13, 37–46. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	2. 
Holford, T.R.; Meza, R.; Warner, K.E.; Meernik, C.; Jeon, J.; Moolgavkar, S.H.; Levy, D.T. Tobacco control and the reduction in smoking-related premature deaths in the United States, 1964–2012. JAMA 2014, 311, 164–171. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	3. 
Yano, T.; Haro, A.; Shikada, Y.; Maruyama, R.; Maehara, Y. Non-small cell lung cancer in never smokers as a representative “non-smoking-associated lung cancer”: Epidemiology and clinical features. Int. J. Clin. Oncol. 2011, 16, 287–293. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	4. 
Devesa, S.S.; Bray, F.; Vizcaino, A.P.; Parkin, D.M. International lung cancer trends by histologic type: Male:female differences diminishing and adenocarcinoma rates rising. Int. J. Cancer 2005, 117, 294–299. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	5. 
Toyoda, Y.; Nakayama, T.; Ioka, A.; Tsukuma, H. Trends in lung cancer incidence by histological type in Osaka, Japan. Jpn. J. Clin. Oncol. 2008, 38, 534–539. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	6. 
Subramanian, J.; Govindan, R. Lung cancer in never smokers: A review. J. Clin. Oncol. 2007, 25, 561–570. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	7. 
Flenaugh, E.L.; Henriques-Forsythe, M.N. Lung cancer disparities in African Americans: Health versus health care. Clin. Chest Med. 2006, 27, 431–439. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	8. 
Hecht, S.S.; Chen, C.B.; Ohmori, T.; Hoffmann, D. Comparative carcinogenicity in F344 rats of the tobacco-specific nitrosamines, N'-nitrosonornicotine and 4-(N-methyl-N-nitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone. Cancer Res. 1980, 40, 298–302. [Google Scholar]

	9. 
Gunning, W.T.; Castonguay, A.; Goldblatt, P.J.; Stoner, G.D. Strain A/J mouse lung adenoma growth patterns vary when induced by different carcinogens. Toxicol. Pathol. 1991, 19, 168–175. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	10. 
Hecht, S.S. DNA adduct formation from tobacco-specific N-nitrosamines. Mutat. Res. 1999, 424, 127–142. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	11. 
Hecht, S.S. Progress and challenges in selected areas of tobacco carcinogenesis. Chem. Res. Toxicol. 2008, 21, 160–171. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	12. 
Schuller, H.M.; Orloff, M. Tobacco-specific carcinogenic nitrosamines. Ligands for nicotinic acetylcholine receptors in human lung cancer cells. Biochem. Pharmacol. 1998, 55, 1377–1384. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	13. 
Arredondo, J.; Chernyavsky, A.I.; Grando, S.A. Nicotinic receptors mediate tumorigenic action of tobacco-derived nitrosamines on immortalized oral epithelial cells. Cancer Biol. Ther. 2006, 5, 511–517. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	14. 
Schuller, H.M.; Tithof, P.K.; Williams, M.; Plummer, H., 3rd. The tobacco-specific carcinogen 4-(methylnitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone is a beta-adrenergic agonist and stimulates DNA synthesis in lung adenocarcinoma via beta-adrenergic receptor-mediated release of arachidonic acid. Cancer Res. 1999, 59, 4510–4515. [Google Scholar]

	15. 
Lefkowitz, R.J.; Hoffman, B.B.; Taylor, P. Neurohumoral transmission: The autonomic and somatic motor nervous systems. In the Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics; Gilman, A.G., Rall, T.W., Nies, A.S., Taylor, P., Eds.; Pergamon Press: Oxford, UK, 1990; Volume 8, pp. 84–121. [Google Scholar]

	16. 
Wessler, I.; Kirkpatrick, C.J. Acetylcholine beyond neurons: The non-neuronal cholinergic system in humans. Br. J. Pharmacol. 2008, 154, 1558–1571. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	17. 
McEwen, B.S. The neurobiology of stress: From serendipity to clinical relevance. Brain Res. 2000, 886, 172–189. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	18. 
Al-Wadei, H.A.; Plummer, H.K., 3rd; Ullah, M.F.; Unger, B.; Brody, J.R.; Schuller, H.M. Social stress promotes and gamma-aminobutyric acid inhibits tumor growth in mouse models of non-small cell lung cancer. Cancer Prev. Res. 2012, 5, 189–196. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	19. 
Schuller, H.M. Effects of tobacco constituents and psychological stress on the beta-adrenergic regulation of non-small cell lung cancer and pancreatic cancer: Implications for intervention. Cancer Biomark. 2013, 13, 133–144. [Google Scholar]

	20. 
Schuller, H.M.; Al-Wadei, H.A. Beta-adrenergic signaling in the development and progression of pulmonary and pancreatic adenocarcinoma. Curr. Cancer Ther. Rev. 2012, 8, 116–127. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	21. 
Schuller, H.M. Is cancer triggered by altered signalling of nicotinic acetylcholine receptors? Nat. Rev. Cancer 2009, 9, 195–205. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	22. 
Lindstrom, J.; Anand, R.; Gerzanich, V.; Peng, X.; Wang, F.; Wells, G. Structure and function of neuronal nicotinic acetylcholine receptors. Prog. Brain Res. 1996, 109, 125–137. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	23. 
Gotti, C.; Clementi, F.; Fornari, A.; Gaimarri, A.; Guiducci, S.; Manfredi, I.; Moretti, M.; Pedrazzi, P.; Pucci, L.; Zoli, M. Structural and functional diversity of native brain neuronal nicotinic receptors. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2009, 78, 703–711. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	24. 
Albuquerque, E.X.; Pereira, E.F.; Alkondon, M.; Rogers, S.W. Mammalian nicotinic acetylcholine receptors: From structure to function. Physiol. Rev. 2009, 89, 73–120. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	25. 
Millar, N.S.; Gotti, C. Diversity of vertebrate nicotinic acetylcholine receptors. Neuropharmacology 2009, 56, 237–246. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	26. 
Barik, J.; Wonnacott, S. Indirect modulation by alpha7 nicotinic acetylcholine receptors of noradrenaline release in rat hippocampal slices: Interaction with glutamate and GABA systems and effect of nicotine withdrawal. Mol. Pharmacol. 2006, 69, 618–628. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	27. 
Gotti, C.; Moretti, M.; Gaimarri, A.; Zanardi, A.; Clementi, F.; Zoli, M. Heterogeneity and complexity of native brain nicotinic receptors. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2007, 74, 1102–1111. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	28. 
Markou, A. Neurobiology of nicotine dependence. Philos. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. B Biol. Sci. 2008, 363, 3159–3168. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	29. 
Cattaneo, M.G.; Codignola, A.; Vicentini, L.M.; Clementi, F.; Sher, E. Nicotine stimulates a serotonergic autocrine loop in human small-cell lung carcinoma. Cancer Res. 1993, 53, 5566–5568. [Google Scholar]

	30. 
Jull, B.A.; Plummer, H.K., 3rd; Schuller, H.M. Nicotinic receptor-mediated activation by the tobacco-specific nitrosamine NNK of a Raf-1/MAP kinase pathway, resulting in phosphorylation of c-myc in human small cell lung carcinoma cells and pulmonary neuroendocrine cells. J. Cancer Res. Clin. Oncol. 2001, 127, 707–717. [Google Scholar]

	31. 
Wong, H.P.; Yu, L.; Lam, E.K.; Tai, E.K.; Wu, W.K.; Cho, C.H. Nicotine promotes cell proliferation via α7-nicotinic acetylcholine receptor and catecholamine-synthesizing enzymes-mediated pathway in human colon adenocarcinoma HT-29 cells. Toxicol. Appl. Pharmacol. 2007, 221, 261–267. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	32. 
Al-Wadei, H.A.; Al-Wadei, M.H.; Masi, T.; Schuller, H.M. Chronic exposure to estrogen and the tobacco carcinogen NNK cooperatively modulates nicotinic receptors in small airway epithelial cells. Lung Cancer 2010, 69, 33–39. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	33. 
Al-Wadei, M.H.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Schuller, H.M. Pancreatic Cancer cells and normal pancreatic duct epithelial cells express an autocrine catecholamine loop that is activated by nicotinic acetylcholine receptors α3, α5, and α7. Mol. Cancer Res. 2012, 10, 239–249. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	34. 
Al-Wadei, H.A.; Al-Wadei, M.H.; Schuller, H.M. Cooperative regulation of non-small cell lung carcinoma by nicotinic and beta-adrenergic receptors: A novel target for intervention. PLoS One 2012, 7, e29915. [Google Scholar]

	35. 
Cesario, A.; Russo, P.; Nastrucci, C.; Granone, P. Is alpha7-nAChR a possible target for lung cancer and malignant pleural mesothelioma treatment? Curr. Drug Targets 2012, 13, 688–694. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	36. 
Schaal, C.; Chellappan, S.P. Nicotine-mediated cell proliferation and tumor progression in smoking-related cancers. Mol. Cancer Res. 2014, 12, 14–23. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	37. 
Al-Wadei, M.H.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Schuller, H.M. Effects of chronic nicotine on the autocrine regulation of pancreatic cancer cells and pancreatic duct epithelial cells by stimulatory and inhibitory neurotransmitters. Carcinogenesis 2012, 33, 1745–1753. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	38. 
Drell, T.L., 4th; Joseph, J.; Lang, K.; Niggemann, B.; Zaenker, K.S.; Entschladen, F. Effects of neurotransmitters on the chemokinesis and chemotaxis of MDA-MB-468 human breast carcinoma cells. Breast Cancer Res. Treat. 2003, 80, 63–70. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	39. 
Masur, K.; Niggemann, B.; Zanker, K.S.; Entschladen, F. Norepinephrine-induced migration of SW 480 colon carcinoma cells is inhibited by β-blockers. Cancer Res. 2001, 61, 2866–2869. [Google Scholar]

	40. 
Palm, D.; Lang, K.; Niggemann, B.; Drell, T.L., 4th; Masur, K.; Zaenker, K.S.; Entschladen, F. The norepinephrine-driven metastasis development of PC-3 human prostate cancer cells in BALB/c nude mice is inhibited by beta-blockers. Int. J. Cancer 2006, 118, 2744–2749. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	41. 
Joseph, J.; Niggemann, B.; Zaenker, K.S.; Entschladen, F. The neurotransmitter gamma-aminobutyric acid is an inhibitory regulator for the migration of SW 480 colon carcinoma cells. Cancer Res. 2002, 62, 6467–6469. [Google Scholar]

	42. 
Schuller, H.M.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Majidi, M. GABA B receptor is a novel drug target for pancreatic cancer. Cancer 2008, 112, 767–778. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	43. 
Schuller, H.M.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Majidi, M. Gamma-aminobutyric acid, a potential tumor suppressor for small airway-derived lung adenocarcinoma. Carcinogenesis 2008, 29, 1979–1985. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	44. 
Carmella, S.G.; Borukhova, A.; Desai, D.; Hecht, S.S. Evidence for endogenous formation of tobacco-specific nitrosamines in rats treated with tobacco alkaloids and sodium nitrite. Carcinogenesis 1997, 18, 587–592. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	45. 
Prokopczyk, B.; Hoffmann, D.; Bologna, M.; Cunningham, A.J.; Trushin, N.; Akerkar, S.; Boyiri, T.; Amin, S.; Desai, D.; Colosimo, S.; et al. Identification of tobacco-derived compounds in human pancreatic juice. Chem. Res. Toxicol. 2002, 15, 677–685. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	46. 
Lefkowitz, R.J. The superfamily of heptahelical receptors. Nat. Cell. Biol. 2000, 2, E133–E136. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	47. 
Frishman, W.H. β-Adrenergic blockade in cardiovascular disease. J. Cardiovasc Pharmacol. Ther. 2013, 18, 310–319. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	48. 
Cazzola, M.; Page, C.P.; Rogliani, P.; Matera, M.G. β2-Agonist therapy in lung disease. Am. J. Respir. Crit. Care Med. 2013, 187, 690–696. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	49. 
Hoffman, B.B.; Lefkowitz, R.J. Catecholamines and sympathomimetic drugs. In the Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics, 8th ed.; Gilman, A.G., Rall, T.W., Nies, A.S., Taylor, P., Eds.; Pergamon Press: New York, NY, USA, 1990; pp. 187–220. [Google Scholar]

	50. 
Schuller, H.M. The neuro-psychological axis of pancreatic cancer as a novel target for intervention. Pancreat. Disor. Ther. 2013, 3. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	51. 
Grau, M.; Soley, M.; Ramirez, I. Interaction between adrenaline and epidermal growth factor in the control of liver glycogenolysis in mouse. Endocrinology 1997, 138, 2601–2609. [Google Scholar]

	52. 
Shao, J.; Lee, S.B.; Guo, H.; Evers, B.M.; Sheng, H. Prostaglandin E2 stimulates the growth of colon cancer cells via induction of amphiregulin. Cancer Res. 2003, 63, 5218–5223. [Google Scholar]

	53. 
Verhoeckx, K.C.; Doornbos, R.P.; Witkamp, R.F.; van der Greef, J.; Rodenburg, R.J. β-Adrenergic receptor agonists induce the release of granulocyte chemotactic protein-2, oncostatin M, and vascular endothelial growth factor from macrophages. Int. Immunopharmacol. 2006, 6, 1–7. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	54. 
Weddle, D.L.; Tithoff, P.; Williams, M.; Schuller, H.M. β-Adrenergic growth regulation of human cancer cell lines derived from pancreatic ductal carcinomas. Carcinogenesis 2001, 22, 473–479. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	55. 
Askari, M.D.; Tsao, M.S.; Schuller, H.M. The tobacco-specific carcinogen, 4-(methylnitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone stimulates proliferation of immortalized human pancreatic duct epithelia through β-adrenergic transactivation of EGF receptors. J. Cancer Res. Clin. Oncol. 2005, 131, 639–648. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	56. 
Cooper, W.A.; Lam, D.C.; O’Toole, S.A.; Minna, J.D. Molecular biology of lung cancer. J. Thorac. Dis. 2013, 5, S479–S490. [Google Scholar]

	57. 
Govind, A.P.; Vezina, P.; Green, W.N. Nicotine-induced upregulation of nicotinic receptors: Underlying mechanisms and relevance to nicotine addiction. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2009, 78, 756–765. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	58. 
Rahman, S. Nicotinic receptors as therapeutic targets for drug addictive disorders. CNS Neurol. Disord. Drug Targets 2013, 12, 633–640. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	59. 
Esler, M.; Kaye, D. Measurement of sympathetic nervous system activity in heart failure: The role of norepinephrine kinetics. Heart Fail. Rev. 2000, 5, 17–25. [Google Scholar]

	60. 
Paur, H.; Wright, P.T.; Sikkel, M.B.; Tranter, M.H.; Mansfield, C.; O’Gara, P.; Stuckey, D.J.; Nikolaev, V.O.; Diakonov, I.; Pannell, L.; et al. High levels of circulating epinephrine trigger apical cardiodepression in a beta2-adrenergic receptor/Gi-dependent manner: A new model of Takotsubo cardiomyopathy. Circulation 2012, 126, 697–706. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	61. 
Haass, M.; Kubler, W. Nicotine and sympathetic neurotransmission. Cardiovasc. Drugs Ther. 1997, 10, 657–665. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	62. 
Malpas, S.C. Sympathetic nervous system overactivity and its role in the development of cardiovascular disease. Physiol. Rev. 2010, 90, 513–557. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	63. 
Al-Wadei, H.A.; Al-Wadei, M.H.; Schuller, H.M. Chronic nicotine stimulates lung adenocarcinoma in vivo and in vitro via modulation of nicotinic acetylcholine receptor regulated excitatory and inhibitory neurotransmission characteristic of nicotine addiction. In Proceedings of the AACR 101st Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, USA, 17–21 April 2010; AACR: Washington, DC, USA, 2010. [Google Scholar]

	64. 
Dasgupta, P.; Rizwani, W.; Pillai, S.; Kinkade, R.; Kovacs, M.; Rastogi, S.; Banerjee, S.; Carless, M.; Kim, E.; Coppola, D.; et al. Nicotine induces cell proliferation, invasion and epithelial-mesenchymal transition in a variety of human cancer cell lines. Int. J. Cancer 2009, 124, 36–45. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	65. 
Davis, R.; Rizwani, W.; Banerjee, S.; Kovacs, M.; Haura, E.; Coppola, D.; Chellappan, S. Nicotine promotes tumor growth and metastasis in mouse models of lung cancer. PLoS One 2009, 4, e7524. [Google Scholar]

	66. 
Momi, N.; Ponnusamy, M.P.; Kaur, S.; Rachagani, S.; Kunigal, S.S.; Chellappan, S.; Ouellette, M.M.; Batra, S.K. Nicotine/cigarette smoke promotes metastasis of pancreatic cancer through α7nAChR-mediated MUC4 upregulation. Oncogene 2013, 32, 1384–1395. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	67. 
Stepanov, I.; Carmella, S.G.; Han, S.; Pinto, A.; Strasser, A.A.; Lerman, C.; Hecht, S.S. Evidence for endogenous formation of N'-nitrosonornicotine in some long-term nicotine patch users. Nicotine Tob. Res. 2009, 11, 99–105. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	68. 
Al-Wadei, H.A.; Plummer, H.K., 3rd; Schuller, H.M. Nicotine stimulates pancreatic cancer xenografts by systemic increase in stress neurotransmitters and suppression of the inhibitory neurotransmitter gamma-aminobutyric acid. Carcinogenesis 2009, 30, 506–511. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	69. 
Banerjee, J.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Schuller, H.M. Chronic nicotine inhibits the therapeutic effects of gemcitabine on pancreatic cancer in vitro and in mouse xenografts. Eur. J. Cancer 2013, 49, 1152–1158. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	70. 
Schuller, H.M. Cell type specific, receptor-mediated modulation of growth kinetics in human lung cancer cell lines by nicotine and tobacco-related nitrosamines. Biochem. Pharmacol. 1989, 38, 3439–3442. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	71. 
Maneckjee, R.; Minna, J.D. Opioid and nicotine receptors affect growth regulation of human lung cancer cell lines. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1990, 87, 3294–3298. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	72. 
Murphy, S.E.; von Weymarn, L.B.; Schutten, M.M.; Kassie, F.; Modiano, J.F. Chronic nicotine consumption does not influence 4-(methylnitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone-induced lung tumorigenesis. Cancer Prev. Res. 2011, 4, 1752–1760. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	73. 
Maier, C.R.; Hollander, M.C.; Hobbs, E.A.; Dogan, I.; Linnoila, R.I.; Dennis, P.A. Nicotine does not enhance tumorigenesis in mutant K-ras-driven mouse models of lung cancer. Cancer Prev. Res. 2011, 4, 1743–1751. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	74. 
Long, D. Smoking as a coping strategy. Nurse Times 2003, 99, 50–53. [Google Scholar]

	75. 
Yong, H.H.; Borland, R. Functional beliefs about smoking and quitting activity among adult smokers in four countries: Findings from the International tobacco control four-country survey. Health Psychol. 2008, 27, S216–S223. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	76. 
Lawrence, D.; Considine, J.; Mitrou, F.; Zubrick, S.R. Anxiety disorders and cigarette smoking: Results from the Australian survey of mental health and wellbeing. Aust. New Z. J. Psychiatry 2010, 44, 520–527. [Google Scholar]

	77. 
Fu, S.S.; McFall, M.; Saxon, A.J.; Beckham, J.C.; Carmody, T.P.; Baker, D.G.; Joseph, A.M. Post-traumatic stress disorder and smoking: A systematic review. Nicotine Tob. Res. 2007, 9, 1071–1084. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	78. 
Mozayan, M.; Lee, T.J. Statins prevent cholinesterase inhibitor blockade of sympathetic α7-nAChR-mediated currents in rat superior cervical ganglion neurons. Am. J. Physiol. Heart Circ. Physiol. 2007, 293, H1737–H1744. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	79. 
Di Angelantonio, S.; Matteoni, C.; Fabbretti, E.; Nistri, A. Molecular biology and electrophysiology of neuronal nicotinic receptors of rat chromaffin cells. Eur. J. Neurosci. 2003, 17, 2313–2322. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	80. 
Epperson, C.N.; O’Malley, S.; Czarkowski, K.A.; Gueorguieva, R.; Jatlow, P.; Sanacora, G.; Rothman, D.L.; Krystal, J.H.; Mason, G.F. Sex, GABA, and nicotine: The impact of smoking on cortical GABA levels across the menstrual cycle as measured with proton magnetic resonance spectroscopy. Biol. Psychiatry 2005, 57, 44–48. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	81. 
D’Souza, M.S.; Markou, A. The “stop” and “go” of nicotine dependence: Role of GABA and glutamate. Cold Spring Harb. Perspect. Med. 2013, 3. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	82. 
Hu, W.; Zhang, M.; Czeh, B.; Flugge, G.; Zhang, W. Stress impairs GABAergic network function in the hippocampus by activating nongenomic glucocorticoid receptors and affecting the integrity of the parvalbumin-expressing neuronal network. Neuropsychopharmacology 2010, 35, 1693–1707. [Google Scholar]

	83. 
Antoni, M.H.; Lutgendorf, S.K.; Cole, S.W.; Dhabhar, F.S.; Sephton, S.E.; McDonald, P.G.; Stefanek, M.; Sood, A.K. The influence of bio-behavioural factors on tumour biology: Pathways and mechanisms. Nat. Rev. Cancer 2006, 6, 240–248. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	84. 
Park, P.G.; Merryman, J.; Orloff, M.; Schuller, H.M. β-Adrenergic mitogenic signal transduction in peripheral lung adenocarcinoma: Implications for individuals with preexisting chronic lung disease. Cancer Res. 1995, 55, 3504–3508. [Google Scholar]

	85. 
Laag, E.; Majidi, M.; Cekanova, M.; Masi, T.; Takahashi, T.; Schuller, H.M. NNK activates ERK1/2 and CREB/ATF-1 via beta-1-AR and EGFR signaling in human lung adenocarcinoma and small airway epithelial cells. Int. J. Cancer 2006, 119, 1547–1552. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	86. 
Schuller, H.M.; Porter, B.; Riechert, A. Beta-adrenergic modulation of NNK-induced lung carcinogenesis in hamsters. J. Cancer Res. Clin. Oncol. 2000, 126, 624–630. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	87. 
Schuller, H.M.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Ullah, M.F.; Plummer, H.K., 3rd. Regulation of pancreatic cancer by neuropsychological stress responses: A novel target for intervention. Carcinogenesis 2012, 33, 191–196. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	88. 
Sood, A.K.; Bhatty, R.; Kamat, A.A.; Landen, C.N.; Han, L.; Thaker, P.H.; Li, Y.; Gershenson, D.M.; Lutgendorf, S.; Cole, S.W. Stress hormone-mediated invasion of ovarian cancer cells. Clin. Cancer Res. 2006, 12, 369–375. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	89. 
Hara, M.R.; Kovacs, J.J.; Whalen, E.J.; Rajagopal, S.; Strachan, R.T.; Grant, W.; Towers, A.J.; Williams, B.; Lam, C.M.; Xiao, K.; et al. A stress response pathway regulates DNA damage through β2-adrenoreceptors and beta-arrestin-1. Nature 2011, 477, 349–353. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	90. 
Hara, M.R.; Sachs, B.D.; Caron, M.G.; Lefkowitz, R.J. Pharmacological blockade of a β(2)AR-β-arrestin-1 signaling cascade prevents the accumulation of DNA damage in a behavioral stress model. Cell Cycle 2013, 12, 219–224. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	91. 
Wang, H.M.; Liao, Z.X.; Komaki, R.; Welsh, J.W.; O’Reilly, M.S.; Chang, J.Y.; Zhuang, Y.; Levy, L.B.; Lu, C.; Gomez, D.R. Improved survival outcomes with the incidental use of β-blockers among patients with non-small-cell lung cancer treated with definitive radiation therapy. Ann. Oncol. 2013, 24, 1312–1319. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	92. 
Melhem-Bertrandt, A.; Chavez-Macgregor, M.; Lei, X.; Brown, E.N.; Lee, R.T.; Meric-Bernstam, F.; Sood, A.K.; Conzen, S.D.; Hortobagyi, G.N.; Gonzalez-Angulo, A.M. Beta-blocker use is associated with improved relapse-free survival in patients with triple-negative breast cancer. J. Clin. Oncol. 2011, 29, 2645–2652. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	93. 
Hamer, M.; Chida, Y.; Molloy, G.J. Psychological distress and cancer mortality. J. Psychosom. Res. 2009, 66, 255–258. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	94. 
Brennan, P.; Crispo, A.; Zaridze, D.; Szeszenia-Dabrowska, N.; Rudnai, P.; Lissowska, J.; Fabianova, E.; Mates, D.; Bencko, V.; Foretova, L.; et al. High cumulative risk of lung cancer death among smokers and nonsmokers in central and eastern Europe. Am. J. Epidemiol. 2006, 164, 1233–1241. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	95. 
Majidi, M.; Al-Wadei, H.A.; Takahashi, T.; Schuller, H.M. Nongenomic beta estrogen receptors enhance beta1 adrenergic signaling induced by the nicotine-derived carcinogen 4-(methylnitrosamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)-1-butanone in human small airway epithelial cells. Cancer Res. 2007, 67, 6863–6871. [Google Scholar]

	96. 
Celli, B.R. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and lung cancer: Common pathogenesis, shared clinical challenges. Proc. Am. Thorac. Soc. 2012, 9, 74–79. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]





© 2014 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/).







nav.xhtml


  cancers-06-00580


  
    		
      cancers-06-00580
    


  




  





media/file0.png
Chronic Smoking Chronic Stress
NNK/ NNN/Nicotine: Acetylcholine:

Modulate nAChRs Modulates nAChRs

N 7~

| Addiction ” Sympathicus Hyperactivity |

Norepinephrine
Epinephrine

More Smoking

%‘

passaiddng

Hyperactive Pathways:
EGFR; PKA/CREB; Src/AKT
AA Cascade; VEGF

Suppressed

Inactivated

p53





