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Abstract: A novel and efficient enzymatic glucose sensor was fabricated based on Fe3O4 magnetic nanopar-
ticles (Fe3O4MNPs)-modified urchin-like ZnO nanoflowers (ZnONFs). ZnONFs were hydrothermally
synthesizing on a flexible PET substrate. Fe3O4MNPs were deposited on the surface of the ZnONFs by the
drop-coating process. The results showed that the urchin-like ZnONFs provided strong support for enzyme
adsorption. For Fe3O4MNPs, it significantly promoted the redox electron transfer from the active center of
GOx to the ZnO nanoflowers beneath. More importantly, it promoted the hydrolysis of H2O2, the interme-
diate product of glucose catalytic reaction, and thus improved the electron yield. The sensitivity of the
Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensor was up to 4.52 µA·mM−1·cm−2, which was im-
proved by 7.93 times more than the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensors (0.57 µA·mM−1·cm−2).
The detection limit and linear range were also improved. Additionally, the as-fabricated glucose
sensors show strong anti-interference performance in the test environment containing organic com-
pounds (such as urea, uric acid, and ascorbic acid) and inorganic salt (for instance, NaCl and KCl).
The glucose sensor’s service life was evaluated, and it can still maintain about 80% detection perfor-
mance when it was reused about 20 times. Compared with other existing sensors, the as-fabricated
glucose sensor exhibits an ultrahigh sensitivity and wide detection range. In addition, the introduc-
tion of Fe3O4MNPs optimized the catalytic efficiency from the perspective of the reaction mechanism
and provided potential ideas for improving the performance of other enzymatic biosensors.

Keywords: enzymatic glucose sensor; Fe3O4 magnetic nanoparticles; ZnO nanoflowers; enzyme;
electrochemical sensor

1. Introduction

Glucose is the most widely distributed and essential monosaccharide in nature, which
has significant value in many fields, such as the fermentation industry, food industry,
chemical industry, or material synthesis, just to mention a few [1]. In human life and health,
as an important energy source of cells, glucose has a vital impact on human health; ensuring
the balance and stability of blood glucose content is essential for maintaining health. It is
estimated that the number of diabetes patients in the world will reach 463 million (9.3%)
in 2019, 578 million (10.2%) by 2030, and 700 million (10.9%) by 2045 [2]. Therefore, the
accurate, rapid, and noninvasive detection of glucose content is an urgent problem to be
solved in health care. Among the numerous methods for detecting glucose concentration,
enzyme-based electrochemical glucose sensors have shown great advantages such as good
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selectivity, simple principle, highly sensitive performance, and strong anti-interference
ability. However, due to the limitations of enzyme adsorption characteristics [3], electron
yield, and electron transfer capability [4], the enzyme-based electrochemical glucose sensors
can still be improved [5–7].

Zinc oxide (ZnO) materials have attracted extensive attention in electrochemical
sensing due to their wide bandgaps (3.32 eV) and high binding energies (60 MeV) [8].
The main advantages of ZnO-based enzymatic electrochemical sensors are as follows.
(1) Varieties of nanostructures such as nanoparticles nanorods, nanotubes, nanosheet,
etc. have high porosity and can provide a large specific surface area, which is helpful to
improve the contact area between the electrode and the liquid to be measured, and it can
further improve the overall redox electron yield of the electrode, which may finally affect
the catalytic sensing efficiency of the electrode. (2) The existence of numerous defects in
ZnO materials caused by oxygen vacancies, zinc vacancies, and zinc interstitials lead to
good surface adsorption properties. (3) As a high-quality semiconductor material, ZnO
can provide an effective electron transport channel for enzyme-based electrochemical
glucose sensors. Recently, many ZnO-based nanostructures have been developed and
used as working electrodes of glucose sensors. Aini et al. [9] deposited ZnO nanoparticles
(ZnONPs) on glassy carbon electrode to prepared a novel electrochemical glucose sensor.
The results indicated that the ZnONPs provides a nano-sized environment to work as a
direct electron transmission channel which can accelerate the electron transfer. Fan et al. [10]
fabricated enzyme glucose sensors using ZnO nanotubes by the selective dissolution
of ZnO nanorods, and they investigated the influence of surface quality parameters of
ZnO nanotubes arrays on the performance of glucose sensors. It is shown that the ZnO
nanotubes-based glucose sensor can provide a higher specific surface area and obtain a
better understanding than that of the ZnO nanorods type. However, the morphology of
ZnO nanorods, nanotubes, and nanoplates has a dense structure arrangement, nanowires
and nanotubes are closely connected, and the porosity of the structure space is small [11,12].
In contrast, ZnO nanoflowers (ZnONFs) have a natural three-dimensional structure that can
construct continuous micro-networks. Based on this characteristic, the large specific surface
area provided by ZnONFs can be more stable [13]. Based on using ZnO nanostructures
to improve the electronic transport performance and enzyme adsorption performance of
enzymatic electrochemical sensors, the deposition of different kinds of nanoparticles on
ZnO nanostructures to improve the redox electron transfer rate has become a research
hotspot in recent years. Metal materials such as gold [14], silver [15], platinum [16], and
metal oxides materials such as NiO [17], CuO [18], and graphene [19] based materials have
been introduced to prepare enzyme glucose sensors. However, the above research’s core
is to use the excellent conductivity of metals, metal oxides, and graphene materials to
improve electronic transmission efficiency. To further improve the sensor’s performance, it
is urgent to explore the possibility of enhancing the glucose sensor’s performance from the
perspective of the catalytic enzyme mechanism [4].

As a magnetic material, ferrosoferric oxide (Fe3O4) has attracted much attention in
the fields of color imaging [20], bionanotechnology [21], medical diagnosis [22], controlled
drug delivery [23], and so on. Fe3O4 contained both Fe3+ and Fe2+, which are disorderly
arranged in the octahedral position. The electrons can transfer rapidly between the two
oxidation states of iron, making Fe3O4 have excellent conductivity [24]. In addition, Fe3O4
magnetic nanoparticles (Fe3O4MNPs) have a special inverse spinel crystal structure, which
can accelerate the electron transfer in H2O2, thus promoting the hydrolysis of H2O2 to
produce H2O and O2 [25]. This property is also known as the peroxidase-like activity of
ferromagnetic nanoparticles. Enzyme-modified Fe3O4MNPs have been proved to combine
magnetic properties’ separating power with the enzyme conjugate [26]. Based on the above
material properties, the modification of Fe3O4MNPs with specific enzymes may improve
enzyme sensors’ performance to a certain extent.

Among the numerous methods for detecting glucose concentration, enzyme-based
electrochemical glucose sensors have shown great advantages such as good selectivity,
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highly sensitive performance, and strong anti-interference ability. In this paper, ZnONFs
were synthesized by the hydrothermal method and modified with Fe3O4MNPs to construct
a high-performance enzyme glucose sensor. The peroxidase-like activity of the Fe3O4MNPs
and the ZnO nanoflowers’ three-dimensional structure were combined to produce a syn-
ergistic effect. On the one hand, it provides the necessary conduction channel for the
electrons on the electrode surface. On the other hand, it promotes the catalytic reaction of
enzymes and improves the electron yield. This methodology is simple and effective. By
optimizing the electrode’s micro nanostructure and introducing magnetic nanoparticles
to improve the enzyme reaction principle, the enzyme glucose sensor’s performance was
improved. It provides a new idea for the preparation of a high-performance enzymatic
glucose sensor.

2. Experimental
2.1. Materials and Chemicals

The substrate material used in the experiment is flexible PET (Resistance 5–7 Ω/sq)
which was purchased from Guangzhou Tiansheng Technology Co., Ltd (Guangzhou,
China). Hexamethylenetetramine (99.0 wt %), zinc nitrate hexahydrate (99.9 wt %), zinc
acetate dihydrate (99.9 wt %), and iron oxide (Fe3O4, 98 wt % metals basis, ≤30 nm) were
provided by Aladdin Reagent Co., Ltd (Shanghai, China). Uric acid (UA, ≥99.0 wt %),
urea (U, 99.0–100.5 wt %), sodium chloride (NaCl, ≥99.5%), ascorbic acid (AA, >99.0 wt
%), nafion (5 wt %), glucose oxidase (GOx, 200 U·mg−1), D-(+)-glucose (99.5 wt%), and
phosphate buffer solution (PBS, 10 mM, pH 7.4) were prepared with Na2HPO4·12H2O and
KH2PO4 mixed in deionized water and potassium chloride (KCl, ≥99%), and purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich (Burlington, MA, USA). Absolute ethyl alcohol was provided by
Tianjin ZhiYuan Chemical Reagent Factory Co., Ltd (Tianjin, China). All the deionized
water used in the experiment provided by an ultra-clean laboratory. The glucose solution
(0.25 M) was prepared by glucose and PBS solution and held at least 24 h after preparation
for mutarotation.

2.2. Apparatus and Software

The nanostructure of the Fe3O4MNPs and ZnONFs thin film was observed by Field-
Emission Scanning Electron Microscope (FESEM, GeminiSEM 500, Zeiss, Oberkochen,
Germany). The crystal structures of Fe3O4MNPs and ZnONFs thin film were measured by
X-ray diffraction (XRD). The magnetic properties of Fe3O4 nanoparticles were measured
by vibrating sample magnetometer (VSM-7410, Lake Shore Cryotronics, Westerville, OH,
USA), and the magnetic field range was set off -3kOe to 3kOe. The electrochemical tests
such as electrochemical impedance spectroscopy, cyclic voltammogram characterization,
and amperometric response were conducted on an electrochemical workstation (CHI660D,
CH Instruments, Austin, TX, USA).

2.3. Preparation of the Fe3O4MNPs Modified ZnONFs Electrodes

As shown in Figure 1, there are four procedures to prepare the Fe3O4NPs modified
ZnONFs enzymatic glucose sensors. Firstly, the flexible PET was deposited with Au film to
enhance the conductivity of the basic substrates. Secondly, ZnONFs were synthesized by
the hydrothermal method on the prepared substrates. Then, Fe3O4MNPs were modified
on ZnONFs by the drop-coating method to obtain the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET
nanostructure. Finally, GOx was adsorbed on Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates
and coated with Nafion to cover it for fixation. The electrochemical analysis was based on
the traditional three-electrode systems. The working electrode, auxiliary electrode, and
reference electrode used in the experiment are as-fabricated electrodes, platinum wire,
and Ag/AgCl.
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Figure 1. The fabrication process of the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET electrode.

2.3.1. Pretreatment of the PET Substrates

Firstly, the PET substrate was cleaned with ethanol solution to remove impurities;
then, the residual ethanol solution was flushed by DI water. The prepared substrates are
placed in a super clean room at a temperature of 22 ◦C until the surface is completely
dried. Then, Au film of thickness 50 nm was deposited on PET substrates by ion sputter to
enhance the flexible substrates’ conductivity. Finally, the Au/PET was cut into a rectangle
of 0.5 cm × 2 cm as the substrates of the enzyme sensor’s working electrodes.

2.3.2. Hydrothermal Preparation of ZnONFs

ZnONFs were synthesized using the hydrothermal method. Firstly, 0.35 g of hex-
amethylenetetramine and 0.742 g of zinc nitrate hexahydrate were dissolved into 100 mL
of deionized water, and the concentration of Zn2+ was 25 mM. Secondly, the solution’s
temperature from room temperature is raised to 90 ◦C and is kept stirring until it is com-
pletely mixed. Finally, the Au/PET substrates were quickly put into the growth solution
and placed in a 90 ◦C water bath for 2.5 h to prepare ZnONFs. Thus, the ZnONFs structure
was firmly grown on the Au/PET substrates so it forms the ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates.

2.3.3. Drop-Cast Coating Fe3O4MNPs on the ZnONFs/Au/PET Substrates

Fe3O4MNPs were electrostatically adsorbed on ZnONFs by a drop-coating method.
First, 2.5 g of iron oxide were dissolved into 50 mL of deionized water. Then, the mixed
liquids were dispersed by ultrasonic bath for 15 min to configured as Fe3O4 suspension. The
prepared suspension was stored at 4 ◦C until being used, and the content of Fe3O4MNPs in
the suspension was about 50 mg/mL. Finally, applied 10 µL of the prepared suspension on
the surface of ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates and dried in the ultra-clean laboratory. Thus,
the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates were achieved.

2.3.4. Drop-Coated GOx on the As-Fabricated Electrodes

GOx solution (40 mg·mL−1) was prepared to modify the enzyme catalytic electrode.
Subsequently, 10 µL of fresh GOx solution was dropped on the surface of the as-fabricated
substrates and then dried naturally at 4 ◦C in the air to achieve the GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/
ZnONFs/Au/PET and GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates. After that, 5 µL Nafion solution
was coated on the as fabricated substrates to form an ion transparent membrane on top. Thus,
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the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET and Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET
enzymatic electrodes were achieved. The prepared electrode is related to the lead, fixed
with silver conductive adhesive, and used as the working electrode to form a three-electrode
system together with the reference electrode and counter electrode, to carry out further
electrochemical tests. To maintain the biological activity of GOx, these as-fabricated
electrodes should be stored at 4 ◦C.

2.4. Measurement of Electrochemical Properties of the As-Fabricated Electrodes

The electrochemical test is carried out by using the traditional three electrode system,
in which the working electrode is the as-fabricated electrode in this paper, platinum wire
is used as the auxiliary electrode, and Ag/AgCl is used as the reference electrode. An
aerometric i-t curve was used to characterize the as-fabricated electrode’s performance. In
the measurement process, it is necessary to ensure the stability of the background current
to achieve an accurate current response. Then, 100 µL glucose solution was added into
50 mL of PBS solution obtain the current response curve. After waiting for a stable response
current, we repeated the above steps until the current response curve was saturated. Elec-
trochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) was used to characterize the electron transfer
ability of the electrodes. The electrochemical impedance spectroscopy of the as-fabricated
glucose sensors was tested in PBS solution. The frequency is from 0.01 Hz to 100 kHz, and
the bias potential is +0.1 V. The redox process was described by cyclic voltammetry. A cyclic
voltammogram was performed in a 3 mM glucose solution with a scan rate of 50 mV s−1

and potential range of−0.8 V to +0.8 V. The sensitivity of the as-fabricated glucose sensor to
urea, uric acid, ascorbic acid, sodium chloride, and potassium chloride was also evaluated.
All the above electrochemical tests were carried out at room temperature.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. The Morphology and Composition of the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET and
ZnONFs/Au/PET Substrate

The morphology of the ZnONFs/Au/PET substrate is shown in Figure 2a. Each
urchin-like ZnONF is constructed with tens of ZnO nanorods, which are radially clustered
together. The ZnO nanorods have a typical hexagonal wurtzite crystal structure, which
suggests that the ZnONFs are well-ordered and highly crystallized. The diameter of
each ZnO nanorod is about 200 nm. Moreover, the average size of ZnONFs shows good
consistency, which was about 3 µm. It is worth knowing that different ZnONFs cluster and
stack together to form a three-dimensional porous structure. Urchin-like spines support
the ZnONFs in the same plane to form plenty of polymorphic voids. At the same time,
the disordered stacking of ZnONFs forms multipath holes in the longitudinal direction.
In order to comprehend the detail of Fe3O4MNPs deposited on ZnONFs, the image of the
Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrate is depicted in Figure 2b. It can be seen from the
image that the structural morphology of ZnONFs in the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET
substrate is consistent with Figure 2a. In particular, Fe3O4MNPs are stably deposited in
the void of a three-dimensional ZnONFs structure. For one thing, the ZnONFs provide
more stable support for Fe3O4MNPs; for another, Fe3O4MNPs are mainly attached to
the surface of the ZnONFs structure, which lays a good contact condition for subsequent
electrochemical catalytic sensing.

The XRD patterns of the ZnONFs and Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs substrate are illustrated
in Figure 3a. The black curve indicates that the XRD spectrums of the ZnONFs thin-film
structure show evident and intense diffraction peaks of (001), (002), (102), and (110) planes,
which corresponded to the crystal structure of ZnO (JCPDS cards #36-1451). The close-
packed hexagonal structure and high crystallinity of ZnO are confirmed. In addition to the
ZnO X-ray diffraction peaks, the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs thin-film structure exhibited the
characteristic diffraction peaks at 30.0◦, 43.0◦, 53.4◦, and 56.9◦, which corresponded to the
(220), (400), (422), and (511) planes, respectively (shown in the red curve), which confirms
the monoclinic crystal structure of Fe3O4 lattice (#75-1610). In addition, combined with the
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characterization data of the X-ray curve, the average crystalline size of Fe3O4MNPs can be
calculated by the Debye–Schell formula shown in Equation (1).

Dhkl = k (λ/β cosθ) (1)
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The grain diameter perpendicular to the crystal plane is presented as Dhkl, and
the Scherrer constant is k (usually 0.89). The incident wavelength of the X-ray is λ

(usually 0.15418 nm), the Bragg diffraction angle is θ, and the half-maximum width of
the diffraction peak is β. It is found that the average particle size of the Fe3O4MNPs
is about 33.1 nm. The above analysis shows that both of the ZnONFs/Au/PET and
Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates have a well-crystallized ZnO nanostructure.
The Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs thin film also shows a typical high crystalline cubic spinel
structure of Fe3O4 with an average size of about 33.1 nm. All in all, X-ray diffraction
confirmed the formation of the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs composite film structure.

The magnetic field dependence of magnetization of the ZnONFs/Au/PET and Fe3O4MNPs/
ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates are presented in Figure 3b. The ZnONFs/Au/PET substrate
curve is basically a horizontal line that indicates that ZnONFs thin film is diamagnetic. In
contrast, the hysteresis curve of Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET substrates shows a typical
S-shaped hysteresis loop, which means the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs thin film has actual
superparamagnetic behavior in shallow coercivity fields. The saturation magnetization
value is about 30 µemu/g. The results show that Fe3O4MNPs were reliably deposited on
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ZnONFs, and the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs thin film has certain superparamagnetism. These
results are consistent with the SEM pictures in Figure 2 and XRD curves in Figure 3a.

3.2. Electrochemical Characterization of the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET and
Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET Glucose Sensors
3.2.1. Characterization of EIS Curve

The Nyquist diagrams of the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET and Nafion/GOx/
Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET glucose sensors are shown in Figure 4a. The high-frequency
characteristic of the Nyquist curve describes the electron migration characteristic. The
calculation shows that the Rct of the ZnONFs/Au/PET electrodes is about 463.1 ± 9.05 kΩ
(black curve), while the Rct of the Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET electrodes is about
366.1 ± 10.67 kΩ (red curve). The electron transfer resistance shows a decreasing trend,
and this reveals that Fe3O4MNPs can promote electron transfer in the electrode process to
a certain extent.
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Figure 4. (a) The EIS curve of the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET and Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET
electrodes in PBS solution. The inset shows the equivalent circuit diagram of the sensors. The frequency is from 0.01 Hz to
100 kHz, and the bias potential is +0.1 V. (b) Cyclic voltammograms in 3 mM glucose solution on the ZnONFs/Au/PET
electrode (black line) and Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET electrode (red line). The fitting curves of the ZnONFs/Au/PET
electrode (blue line) and Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET electrode (magenta line).

The electrical equivalent circuit is fitted by ZSimpWin software, which is consistent
with the actual measurement results, as shown in Figure 4a as an inset picture. On a
planar electrode, the electrode reaction process can be regarded as a process controlled
by both electron transfer and diffusion. Rs represents the electrolyte solution resistance,
Rct represents the charge transfer resistance, Cdl represents the double layer capacitance,
Zd represents the Warburg impedance, and Rcoat and Ccoat are the Warburg diffusion
elements corresponding respectively to the diffusion through the Nafion membrane. The
electrochemical impedance spectroscopy of the as-fabricated glucose sensors was tested in
PBS solution. The frequency is from 0.01 Hz to 100 kHz, and the bias potential is +0.1 V.

3.2.2. Cyclic Voltammogram Characterization

The Cyclic voltammograms in Figure 4b shows that both oxidation and reduction
peaks can be detected at the as-fabricated electrodes. It is worth noting that the redox
current of the Fe3O4MNPs modified working electrode was significantly higher than that
of ZnONFs working electrode, which indicated that the Fe3O4MNPs play a positive role
in improving the enzyme catalytic reaction and the electrochemical performance of the
working electrode.

Cyclic voltammograms evaluated the electrokinetics that occurred in the glucose detec-
tion system. The changing trend of redox current was characterized by a 3 mM glucose solu-
tion concentration under the scanning rate of 10 to 1000 mV·s−1. Figure 5a,c indicated that
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both Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET and Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET
electrodes have obvious oxidation and reduction peaks, and the oxidation–reduction peak
increases gradually with the increase of scanning rate, respectively. Furthermore, the
peak currents of both Ipa and Ipc exhibit a linear relationship with the square root of the
scan rate, as shown in Figure 5b,d, which means that both enzymatic electrodes were
diffusion-controlled processes.
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3.2.3. Amperometric Response

Figure 6a show that both as-fabricated electrodes are with proportionate and stable
electrocatalytic activities. The amperometric response of the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/
ZnONFs/Au/PET electrode was much higher than that of the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET
electrode. This indicates that the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET electrode is
more sensitive to the concentration of glucose in this test environment. Figure 6b indicated
that there is a linear relationship between the response current and the concentration of
glucose solution, and the correlation coefficient is as high as R = 0.999. Figure 6c shows
the redox reaction mechanism and electron transport scheme of the glucose sensing. The
introduction of Fe3O4MNPs provides more enzyme adsorption sites on the surface of
ZnONFs nanomaterials, which play a catalytic role from two aspects.
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working electrode.

On the one hand, as discussed in Section 3.2.1, the introduction of Fe3O4MNPs im-
proves the electron transfer efficiency between the solution and the electrode surface and
also promotes electron transfer in the reaction process. On the other hand, as shown in
Equations (3) and (4), the intrinsic peroxidase-like activity of Fe3O4MNPs [25] can promote
the hydrolysis of the intermediate product H2O2, which can form H2O and O2, thus gen-
erating more electrons and promoting the electron yield. More importantly, the enzyme
catalytic process consumes O2, and the O2 produced by hydrogen peroxide hydrolysis
supplements the O2 content in the solution, which promotes the catalytic cycle of the
enzyme and accelerates the electronic production. Based on the combination of these two
aspects, the introduction of Fe3O4MNPs can significantly improve the enzyme-catalyzed
glucose sensor’s performance.

Glucose + GOx(FAD)→ Gluconic acid + GOx(FADH2) (2)

GOx(FADH2) + O2 → GOx(FAD) + H2O2 (3)

2H2O2
Fe3O4→ 2H2O + O2 + 2e− (4)

The sensitivities of the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensor are 0.57 µA·mM−1·cm−2,
and the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET is 4.52 µA·mM−1·cm−2, which is
7.93 times higher than the other. The low detection limits are 0.105 µM and 0.089 µM, re-
spectively. The Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensors’ linear range reached 8.5 mM, and
the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensor extended to 12.5 mM. Human
blood glucose is maintained at a constant level of 4 to 6.5 mM, and the linear range of
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blood glucose monitoring should cover the range of 3–8 mM. Both as-fabricated sensors
meet the requirements of human glucose monitoring. The results show that the intro-
duction of Fe3O4 magnetic nanoparticles can improve glucose sensor performance based
on ZnONFs nanostructure. The performance comparison between this work and other
similar literature is shown in Table 1. From the current research on the enzymatic glucose
sensor, it can be seen that the main methods to improve the performance of the sensor focus
on two aspects: one is to prepare nano mechanism materials with high specific surface
areas, such as CNT-Mucin and ZnO nanostructure, to increase the solid–liquid contact
area of an enzymatic glucose sensor, improving the electron yield of the enzyme-catalyzed
reaction, and then leading to the improvement of performance. In this aspect, the ZnONFs
structure prepared in this work can provide 3D morphology support, which has the same
advantages as other literature. Another option is to introduces other superconducting
materials, such as graphene and Pt, to improve the efficiency of electron transfer, thereby
improving the performance of the sensor. Compared with the sensor of another material
system, the Fe3O4NPs-modified sensor has better sensitivities. These are mainly due
to the Fe3O4MNPs having a special peroxidase-like activity, which can promote the hy-
drolysis of H2O2 to produce H2O and O2 and enhance the electron yield of the enzyme
catalytic process. In conclusion, to compare with other similar sensors, the as-fabricated
Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4NPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET sensors also reach the equivalent or even
better sensitivity.

Table 1. Comparison of the performance of the enzyme glucose sensors.

Electrodes Sensitivity
µA·mM−1·cm−2

Detection Limits
µM

Linear Range
mM

Michaelis–
Menten

Constant mM
Reference

Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET 0.57 0.105 0.15 × 10−3–8.5 4.48 This work

Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4NPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET 4.52 0.089 0.089 ×
10−3–12.5 14.65 This work

Nafion/GOx/ZnO/rGO/ITO 2.29 1.0 0–6.5 10.79 [27]

Nafion/GOx/Au-ZnO/rGO/ITO 5.21 0.5 0–11.0 8.15 [10]

GOx/CNT-Mucin/Pt 15 mA·mM−1·cm−2 100 2 µM–3.2 mM Not reported [28]

CdS/ITO with GOx mixed electrolyte 1.345 0.1 2–225 Not reported [29]

GOx/ZnO/C/Paper 8.24 59.5 0–5.0 Not reported [30]

GOx/SiO2/Lig/CPE 0.78 145 0.5–9.0 Not reported [31]

Abbreviations: Au/PET: gold doped on PET; CNT-Mucin: carbon nanotubes–mucin composite; AuNPs: gold nanoparticles; SiO2/Lig:
silica doped lignin; CPE: carbon paste electrode.

3.2.4. The Anti-Interference Capability of the As-Fabricated Glucose Sensors

Considering that the glucose sensor may be used in a complex environment that
contained various substances, the prepared sensor should have a certain anti-interference
performance to ensure detection accuracy. It is necessary to verify the current response of
the glucose sensors to other potential substances. The following procedure is performed to
verify the anti-interference of the as-fabricated glucose sensor.

Glucose (3 mM), urea (U, 0.5 mM), uric acid (UA, 0.5 mM), ascorbic acid (AA, 0.1 mM),
NaCl (0.5 mM), KCl (0.5 mM), and glucose (3 mM) were added in 50 mL PBS solution
in turns at the experimental environment. The amperometric current was observed to
obtain the ability of the as-fabricated sensors to respond to these potential substances.
As shown in Figure 7a, when glucose solution was added, the oxidation currents re-
sponse is obvious, and a step is formed. When U, AA, UA, NaCl, and KCl were added
to PBS solution successively, the oxidation currents of the two glucose sensors were al-
most unchanged, and a step was formed after glucose was added later. It suggests that
the Nafion/GOx/ZnONFs/Au/PET and Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET
glucose sensors are not easy to be interfered with by other substances and have high
anti-interference performance for glucose detection. The following two contributions may
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provide a basis: the advantage of enzyme catalytic sensing is the specific reaction of glucose
oxidase to glucose, and the Nafion is coated to provide a membrane to interfere with anions
such as UA and AA, respectively.
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3.2.5. The Service Life of the Glucose Sensors

Figure 7b indicates the Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET glucose sensors’
service life. The glucose sensors were kept in a 3 mM glucose solution. The device’s service
life was evaluated by recording the current intensity in the response’s cyclic voltammo-
gram. The abscissa is the measurement times of the same sensor, and the ordinate is the
attenuation of the sensor’s current response after different measurements. It is shown
that Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET glucose sensors retained 85.4% of the
initial oxidation current after being reused 16 times, respectively. After being reused
19 times, the glucose sensors’ oxidation currents decreased to 81.3% of the initial val-
ues. This suggests that the sensor’s measurement accuracy is maintained at about 80%
of the initial state when it is reused about 20 times. When repeatedly used 28 times, the
Nafion/GOx/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET glucose sensors’ performance rapidly de-
cayed to 54.7% of the initial values, indicating that the sensor reached the limit of its service
life. For the enzyme sensor, the decline of its performance is mainly due to the loss of
enzyme and the attenuation of enzyme activity. The covering Nafion ion membrane is an
effective way to prevent excessive loss of enzymes. In addition, it should be noted that
storing the sensor in a suitable environment can also effectively ensure enzyme activity.

4. Conclusions

This study presents a simple approach to fabricate an efficient enzymatic glucose
sensor based on urchin-like ZnO nanoflowers modified with Fe3O4 MNPs. The excellent
conductivity of Fe3O4MNPs can promote the transfer of redox electrons from a GOx ac-
tive center to ZnONFs. As nanoscale magnetic particles, the intrinsic peroxidase-like
activity of Fe3O4MNPs can promote the hydrolysis of H2O2, the intermediate prod-
uct, and generate more electrons to promote the electron yield. The sensitivity of the
Nafion/Fe3O4MNPs/ZnONFs/Au/PET glucose sensor increased to 4.52 µA·mM−1·cm−2,
and the detection limit reached 0.089 µM. The linear range was 0.089–12.5 mM, which
could match the requirement of clinical physiological blood glucose detection in the range
of 3–8 mM physiological blood glucose level. The as-fabricated glucose sensors exhibited
excellent selectivity in a test environment containing organic compounds and inorganic
salt. The evaluation of the glucose sensors’ service life demonstrated that the device’s
current response maintained 78.9% of its initial value after reuse 22 times. The results
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can improve the electrochemical biosensors’ performance based on the combination of
magnetic nanoparticles and nanostructured matrix materials.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Q.M.; Data curation, Q.M.; Funding acquisition, W.J. and
B.T.; Investigation, W.G.; Methodology, Q.M.; Project administration, W.J.; Supervision, W.J., Z.W.,
W.R., M.L. and Z.J.; Writing—original draft, Q.M. All authors have read and agreed to the published
version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by The National Key Basic Research Program of China (No.
2015CB057400), the Key Science and Technology Program of Shaanxi Province (No. 2015GY117), the
National Major Research and Development Plan Project (No. 2017YFD0201504-2), the 111 Project
(No. B12016), the National Natural Science Foundation of China Major Research Plan on Scientific
Instruments Development and Nano-manufacturing (Nos. 81727802, 91323303), the National Natural
Science Foundation of China projects (Nos. 51975466, 51805426), and the National Natural Science
Foundation of China Key Project (No. 91748207).

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References
1. Ouyang, J.; Pu, S.; Chen, X.; Yang, C.; Zhang, X.; Li, D. A convenient and rapid method for detecting D-glucose in honey used

smartphone. Food Chem. 2020, 331, 127348. [CrossRef]
2. Pouya, S.; Inga, P.; Paraskevi, S.; Belma, M.; Suvi, K.; Nigel, U.; Stephen, C.; Leonor, G.; Motala, A.A.; Katherine, O.; et al. Global

and regional diabetes prevalence estimates for 2019 and projections for 2030 and 2045: Results from the international diabetes
federation diabetes atlas, 9th edition. Diabetes Res. Clin. Pract. 2019, 157, 107843.

3. Jakub, Z.; Anne, S.M.; Teofil, J.; Manuel, P. Multi-faceted strategy based on enzyme immobilization with reactant adsorption and
membrane technology for biocatalytic removal of pollutants: A critical review. Biotechnol. Adv. 2019, 37, 107401.

4. Sehit, E.; Altintas, Z. Significance of nanomaterials in electrochemical glucose sensors: An updated review (2016–2020).
Biosens. Bioelectron. 2020, 159, 112165. [CrossRef]

5. Jana, B.A.; Shinde, U.; Wadhwani, A. Synthetic enzyme-based nanoparticles act as smart catalyst for glucose responsive release of
insulin. J. Biotechnol. 2020, 324, 1–6. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Junko, O.S.; Hiromi, Y.; Koji, S. Fad dependent glucose dehydrogenases-discovery and engineering of representative glucose
sensing enzymes. Bioelectrochemistry 2020, 132, 107414.

7. Ngo, Y.-L.T.; Nguyen, P.L.; Choi, W.M.; Chung, J.S.; Hur, S.H. Highly sensitive smartphone-integrated colorimetric glucose sensor
based on MnFe2O4—graphitic carbon nitride hybrid nanostructure. Mater. Res. Bull. 2020, 129, 110910. [CrossRef]

8. Wahab, H.A.; Salama, A.A.; El-Saeid, A.A.; Nur, O.; Willander, M.; Battisha, I.K. Optical, structural and morphological studies of
(ZnO) nanorod thin films for biosensor applications using sol gel technique. Results Phys. 2013, 3, 46–51. [CrossRef]

9. Aini, B.N.; Siddiquee, S.; Ampon, K.; Rodrigues, K.F.; Suryani, S. Development of glucose biosensor based on zno nanoparticles
film and glucose oxidase-immobilized eggshell membrane. Sens. Bio-Sens. Res. 2015, 4, 46–56. [CrossRef]

10. Zhou, F.; Jing, W.X.; Wu, Q.; Gao, W.; Jiang, Z.D.; Shi, J.; Cui, Q. Effects of the surface morphologies of ZnO nanotube arrays on
the performance of amperometric glucose sensors. Mater. Sci. Semicond. Process. 2016, 56, 137–144. [CrossRef]

11. Yun, D.J.; Ra, H.; Kim, J.M.; Jeon, S.; Lee, S. Well-aligned ZnO nanorod array covered with ruthenium layers for alternative
counter electrodes in dye-sensitized solar cells. Appl. Surf. Sci. 2021, 550, 149273. [CrossRef]

12. Weldegrum, G.S.; Singh, P.; Huang, B.R.; Chiang, T.Y.; Chu, J. ZnO-NWs/Metallic Glass Nanotube Hybrid Arrays: Fabrication
and Material Characterization. Surf. Coat. Tech. 2020, 408, 126785. [CrossRef]

13. Cai, Q.; Gao, Y.; Gao, T.; Lan, S.; Simalou, O.; Zhou, X.; Zhang, Y.; Harnoode, C.; Gao, G.; Dong, A. Insight into biological effects
of zinc oxide nanoflowers on bacteria: Why morphology matters. ACS Appl. Mater. Interface 2016, 8, 10109–10120. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

14. Huh, P.H.; Kim, M.; Kim, S.-C. Glucose sensor using periodic nanostructured hybrid 1d Au/ZnO arrays. Mater. Sci. Eng. C 2012,
32, 1288–1292. [CrossRef]

15. Alula, M.T.; Lemmens, P.; Madingwane, M.L. Determination of cysteine via its inhibition of catalytic activity of silver coated
ZnO/Fe3O4 composites used for conversion of 4-nitrophenol into 4-aminophenol. Microchem. J. 2020, 156, 104976. [CrossRef]

16. Hsu, C.-L.; Lin, J.-H.; Hsu, D.-X.; Wang, S.-H.; Lin, S.-Y.; Hsueh, T.-J. Enhanced non-enzymatic glucose biosensor of ZnO
nanowires via decorated Pt nanoparticles and illuminated with UV/green light emitting diodes. Sens. Actuators B Chem. 2017,
238, 150–159. [CrossRef]

17. Jung, D.U.; Ahmad, R.; Hahn, Y.B. Nonenzymatic flexible field-effect transistor based glucose sensor fabricated using NiO
quantum dots modified ZnO nanorods. J. Colloid Interface Sci. 2017, 512, 21–28. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

18. Yin, M.; Wang, F.; Fan, H.; Xu, L.; Liu, S. Heterojunction CuO@ZnO microcubes for superior p-type gas sensor application.
J. Alloy. Compd. 2016, 672, 374–379. [CrossRef]

19. Mao, Q.; Jing, W.X.; Zhou, F.; Liu, S.; Gao, W.; Wei, Z.; Jiang, Z. Depositing reduced graphene oxide on ZnO nanorods to improve
the performance of enzymatic glucose sensors. Mater. Sci. Semicond. Process. 2021, 121, 105391. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodchem.2020.127348
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.bios.2020.112165
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbiotec.2020.09.023
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32987063
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.materresbull.2020.110910
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.rinp.2013.01.005
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbsr.2015.03.004
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.mssp.2016.08.009
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsusc.2021.149273
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.surfcoat.2020.126785
http://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.5b11573
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27042940
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.msec.2012.04.009
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.microc.2020.104976
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.snb.2016.07.060
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcis.2017.10.037
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29049897
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jallcom.2016.02.197
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.mssp.2020.105391


Micromachines 2021, 12, 977 13 of 13

20. Li, Y.L.; Duan, W.Y.; Fujisaka, A.; Moriga, T.; Lu, X.G.; Yang, S. A facile two-step approach to synthesize monodisperse and
high-magnetization Fe3O4@PS composite colloidal particles for constructing dual-response photonic crystals. Compos. Commun.
2020, 19, 114–120. [CrossRef]

21. Santos, M.G.; de Carvalho, D.T.; Caminitti, L.B.; Lima, B.; Figueiredo, E.C. Use of magnetic Fe3O4 nanoparticles coated with
bovine serum albumin for the separation of lysozyme from chicken egg white. Food Chem. 2021, 2, 129442. [CrossRef]

22. Yin, N.; Wang, X.; Yang, T.; Ding, Y.; Zhu, L. Multifunctional Fe3O4 cluster@ quantum dot-embedded mesoporous SiO2
nanoplatform probe for cancer cell fluorescence-labelling detection and photothermal therapy. Ceram. Int. 2020, 47, 6.

23. Li, X.; Li, H.; Liu, G.; Deng, Z.; Wu, S.; Li, P.; Xu, Z.; Xu, H.; Chu, P.K. Magnetite-loaded fluorine-containing polymeric micelles
for magnetic resonance imaging and drug delivery. Biomaterials 2012, 33, 3013–3024. [CrossRef]

24. Vennila, P.; Yoo, D.J.; Kim, A.R.; Kumar, G.G. Ni-Co/Fe3O4 flower-like nanocomposite for the highly sensitive and selective
enzyme free glucose sensor applications. J. Alloy. Compd. 2017, 703, 633–642. [CrossRef]

25. Gao, L.; Zhuang, J.; Nie, L.; Zhang, J.; Zhang, Y.; Gu, N.; Wang, T.; Feng, J.; Yang, D.; Perrett, S.; et al. Intrinsic peroxidase-like
activity of ferromagnetic nanoparticles. Nat. Nanotechnol. 2007, 2, 577–583. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Tsang, S.C.; Caps, V.; Paraskevas, I.; Chadwick, D.; Thompsett, D. Magnetically separable, carbon-supported nanocatalysts for the
manufacture of fine chemicals. Angew. Chem. 2010, 43, 5645–5649. [CrossRef]

27. Wang, Y.; Wang, X.; Lu, W. A thin film polyethylene terephthalate (PET) electrochemical sensor for detection of glucose in sweat.
Talanta 2019, 198, 86–92. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

28. Comba, F.N.; Romero, M.R.; Garay, F.S.; Baruzzi, A.M. Mucin and carbon nanotube-based biosensor for detection of glucose in
human plasma. Anal. Biochem. 2018, 550, 34–40. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

29. Tian, K.; Alex, S.; Siegel, G.; Tiwari, A. Enzymatic glucose sensor based on Au nanoparticle and plant-like ZnO film modified
electrode. Mater. Sci. Eng: C 2015, 46, 548–552. [CrossRef]

30. Li, X.; Zhao, C.; Liu, X. A paper-based microfluidic biosensor integrating zinc oxide nanowires for electrochemical glucose
detection. Microsyst. Nanoeng. 2015, 1, 15014. [CrossRef]
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