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Abstract: This study presents a procedure in which 3D electrical resistivity tomography (ERT) and
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) were used to determine singularities in the foundations of protected
historic towers, where space is limited due to their characteristics and location in highly populated
areas. This study was carried out on the Tower of the Cathedral “Santa Iglesia Catedral de Santa
Maria” in Murcia, Spain. The novel distribution of a continuous nonlinear profile along the outer
and inner perimeters of the Tower allowed us to obtain a 3D ERT model of the subsoil, even under
its load-bearing walls. This nonlinear configuration of the electrodes allowed us to reach adequate
investigation depths in buildings with limited interior and exterior space for data collection without
disturbing the historic structure. The ERT results were compared with GPR measurements and
with information from archaeological excavations conducted in 1999 and 2009. The geometry and
distribution of the cavities in the entire foundation slab of the Tower were determined, verifying
the proposed procedure. This methodology allows the acquisition of a detailed understanding of
the singularities of the foundations of protected historic towers in urban areas with limited space,
reducing time and costs and avoiding the use of destructive techniques, with the aim of implementing
a more efficient and effective strategy for the protection of other tower foundations.

Keywords: three-dimensional electrical resistivity tomography; ground-penetrating radar; tower
foundation; cavity detection; historic building protection; non-destructive testing; built heritage

1. Introduction

Currently, in the “European Framework for Action in the field of Cultural Heritage”,
the preservation and protection of cultural heritage are the responsibility of both individual
countries and the European Union [1], which recommends that the invasiveness of tests
should be restricted as much as possible [2]. Historic towers are part of cultural heritage
due to their unique structural and architectural characteristics. They are slender protected
buildings made of masonry constructed using traditional techniques; they have reduced
interior space, and many of them are located in urban centres. Their cultural value has
been threatened by various factors, such as poor foundations, tilting and cracking [3], and
earthquakes [4], in addition to the passage of time.

The criteria for intervention in historical heritage are complex and must begin with a
rigorous investigation of a building before any work is carried out. The aim is to acquire
sound knowledge of a building that allows an accurate diagnosis to establish appropriate
proposals of intervention. In this context, it is important to ensure the monitoring and
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control of the foundations of historic towers because of the problems they can present. The
foundation is the part of a building that connects the ground and the structure, and its
condition can influence a building’s health. Therefore, one of the main challenges regarding
this type of protected historic building is developing non-invasive methodologies for
diagnosing its foundation using high-resolution 2D or 3D images. The lack of space and
the high degree of protection are the main onsite problems that need to be solved.

Along these lines, non-destructive techniques are increasingly being used to assess
historic buildings and their surroundings [5-10]. The general procedure used to under-
stand buried structures involves the use of various non-destructive geophysical techniques.
Specifically, electrical resistivity tomography (ERT) surveys combined with other tech-
niques such as ground-penetrating radar (GPR) are widely used in archaeological prospec-
tion [11-16]. They have also been applied inside historic buildings. Authors such as
Ortega-Ramirez et al. [17] used ERT and GPR to locate and identify the remains of an
ancient cathedral in the subsoil, and Evangelista et al. [18] used these methods to detect the
geometry of the foundations of a bell tower.

In the specific case of protected historic towers for which the characteristics of their
foundations are unknown, the application of the ERT method allows the electrical resistivity
values of the subsoil materials to be determined with 3D models. These 3D models can be
obtained in two ways: by means of the parallel distribution of 2D linear profiles, which
are subsequently joined through software to form a 3D model [19], or by means of a
continuous profile with a nonlinear distribution with which a 3D model is obtained [20].
The application using 2D parallel linear profiles in historic towers has several drawbacks
and limitations, given the limited interior space available for placing linear profiles inside
with a length sufficient for reaching adequate depths of investigation. Therefore, 2D ERT
linear profiles could be deployed in the vicinity of a tower to reach sufficient depths of
investigation. In this case, the subsoil around the tower would be characterised, but not its
foundations [21]. In addition, the equipment used only measures between the electrodes of
each 2D profile, obtaining a 3D model through interpolations between profiles, not with
real measurements made between them [22]. Additionally, if a 2D profile is placed on the
outside of a tower wall and another is placed parallel to it inside of the tower wall, the
interpolation between profiles does not consider the bottom of the wall, so it is not possible
to obtain reliable data on the area under the load-bearing walls.

Another limitation of the layout of 2D linear profiles is that it is necessary to create
a number of longitudinal profiles according to the dimensions of the tower in order to
obtain a 3D model, implying the need to go through the walls of the tower due to the
reduced space, something unfeasible in this type of protected building. It is also necessary
to have sufficient interior space to accommodate the minimum length of the surface profile,
something impossible in historic towers due to their characteristics (reduced interior space)
and the fact that they are often in urban centres or on protected sites.

Several authors have proposed different configurations depending on the character-
istics of the analysed building and its environment to obtain 3D models. Jiang et al. [23]
presented a design involving arbitrarily distributed electrodes in an urban environment,
where each unit is independent and can be used as a current or potential electrode.
Argote et al. [24] reported the application of linear L-shaped ERT profiles in each of the
outer corners of the Pyramid of the Moon in Teotihuacdn (Mexico), with the aim of provid-
ing information on the existence of cavities in the subsoil. Chavez et al. [25] investigated
the subsurface of the El Castillo pyramid in Chichen Itza (Mexico) by combining different
unconventional arrays (L arrays, corner arrays, equatorial arrays, and minimum-coupling
arrays), although they obtained a shallow resolution in the central part of the 3D model
due to a lack of data. Tejero-Andrade et al. [26] carried out a study on the same pyramid of
El Castillo by means of the distribution of 10 profiles located by level around the pyramid
with L arrays and corner arrays, presenting low vertical resolution. Almeida et al. [27]
proposed the use of an odd-even pole-pole array to study the subsoil beneath historic
buildings using different nonlinear configurations.
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This study, focused on the Tower of the Cathedral of Murcia, highlights a procedure for
investigating the possible singularities of the foundations of this type of historic structure
to provide information for appropriate interventions. Using the 3D ERT method, with
a continuous nonlinear profile along the external and internal perimeter of the Tower, a
non-invasive 3D study of the entire foundation was carried out. A 3D ERT model of the
subsoil of the building, including that under its load-bearing walls, was then obtained. At
the same time, GPR measurements were taken to verify the data obtained in the interior
area together with the existing archaeological documentation of the building. The geometry
and distribution of the cavities were verified for the entire foundation slab, validating the
proposed methodology.

Hence, the objectives of this study were to (i) determine the singularities in the
foundation slab of a protected historic tower via 3D electrical resistivity tomography;
(ii) use ground-penetrating radar to analyse the accessible inner surface of the Tower;
and (iii) verify the data obtained via the methodology proposed with respect to previous
archaeological studies of the site.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. The Test Site

Murcia, situated in the southeast of Spain, is home to an important historic tower, the
Tower of Murcia Cathedral. This building is part of the cathedral complex of the “Santa
Iglesia Catedral de Santa Maria”, a building with an area of almost 5000 m? that includes a
church, a cloister, and a bell tower. This cathedral complex has been assigned the highest
degree of protection, and it is located in the urban centre of the city (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Location map of the Tower of Murcia Cathedral: projection of the Tower in Murcia, showing
the east facade and its main parts.

The Tower is a square masonry construction built at the left end of the temple between
1519 and 1793, with two thick parallel load-bearing walls between which access ramps
leading to the Conjuratorios body were built. From this point onwards, the double wall
was eliminated, leaving only the interior wall as an extension of the upper bodies, and
the horizontal structure of the upper enclosure of each body was resolved by means of
various vaults. The Tower is joined to the cathedral complex on two of its four fagades
(Figure 1). During its construction, the Tower experienced major structural complications,
which forced the discontinuance of work for 201 years to correct problems consisting of
differential settlement and the collapse of the east facade [28]. Greater or lesser loads were
placed depending on the tilt that appeared on one side or the other, increasing the thickness
of the walls in certain areas and reducing it in others, as well as making adjustments. The
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loads were balanced by means of a “trial-and-error” procedure [29] in which workers
attempted to prevent the increase in collapses on the east side by balancing them with
greater weights on the west side.

It is a building that has undergone numerous maintenance and repair interventions
throughout its history due to multiple deteriorations, such as the loss of mass of the exterior
ornamental stone elements with the risk of detachment; fissures and cracks in ashlars
occurring mostly due to oxidation phenomena of the internal anchors; oxidation with a loss
of mass of metal supporting elements (ramps and the spiral staircase); the deterioration of
pavements; and humidity problems due to capillary rise [30].

The Tower, like the rest of the Cathedral complex, has suffered significant humidity
problems due to capillarity in its load-bearing walls. This issue was especially important
from the 1960s onwards, when the Cathedral was resurfaced, closing almost all of the
existing vents and, as a consequence, cutting off the capillary water evaporation circuit.
The vaulted spaces remained, with stagnant air with a relative humidity of 100%, which
condensed on the floors and, thus, increased the phenomenon of capillary rise, increasing
dampness in the load-bearing walls [29]. Subsequently, for these reasons, intervention
projects were requested, with the aim of creating an aeration chamber in the subsoil of
the interior of the Tower. In addition, the construction of an external aeration chamber on
the perimeter of the building, which would be connected to other existing ones, was also
planned. This would complete the treatment of the subsoil, improving the elimination of
the capillary rise that had been increasing dampness and deteriorating the stone ashlars.

When work began in 2009, archaeological remains were discovered both inside the
tower and outside its perimeter. Specifically, in the interior, the existence of four empty
chambers was discovered, one in each corner of the sacristy. For this reason, project
modifications were made, and the new ventilation chamber was only built in an area
where a wooden drawer was located. The perimeter was excavated to install the sanitary
slab, with a lost formwork, and ventilation was established through a trench made in the
attached wardrobe room, towards the exterior catch basin. Regarding the outer perimeter
of the Tower, when the excavation was carried out, a series of archaeological remains
(such as the remains of a brick wall and several mortar factories) were discovered on the
east, north, and west sides [30]. Once the corresponding archaeological documentation
was completed, work began on the creation of a ventilation system, with the objective of
improving the air circulation in the base of the walls, starting from the foundations. It was
therefore decided that a very simple ventilation chamber should be constructed on the
outer perimeter of the Tower, as this chamber would help evaporate the water contained
in the walls. The archaeological remains were respected and protected while this task
was carried out through the construction of a trench filled with draining material, with
subsequent paving and the installation of a perimeter ventilation grille.

Therefore, knowing of the existence of the previously indicated interventions in the
subsoil of the Tower of the Cathedral of Murcia, we propose to validate this procedure
by using 3D electrical resistivity tomography through the distribution of a continuous
nonlinear profile and measurements with GPR.

2.2. Three-Dimensional Electrical Resistivity Tomography

Electrical resistivity tomography is an approach in which electricity is used to assess
a subsurface by means of a set of connected electrodes that inject a current, simultane-
ously measuring the potential difference. Geo-electric profiles are calculated based on
the electrical contrast resulting from the interaction of the currents with the subsurface
materials [31]. These materials are characterised by the physical parameter of electrical
resistivity (p) in Ohm-m because each material behaves differently with respect to the flow
of injected current due to said material’s own characteristics. In each measurement, the
resistivity meter uses what is essentially a four-electrode array, comprising two current
electrodes (named A and B) that send an electrical current with a known intensity (I)
in milliamperes (mA) and two potential electrodes (named M and N) that measure the
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potential difference (AV) in millivolts (mV). This set of four electrodes can have different
geometries characterised by the geometric factor (K) in metres. Ohm’s law relates to the
following parameters: pa = K AV/I, which is the apparent electrical resistivity (pa), the
parameter that is calculated due to the heterogeneity of the subsoil, and the characteristics
of the measuring device [32].

There are different types of array configurations for measurements, such as the Wenner-
Schlumberger array [18], the dipole-dipole array, and the pole-dipole array [33]. A pole
is a single transmitting electrode, and a dipole is a pair of oppositely charged electrodes
that are so close together that the electric field seems to be a single electrode field instead of
fields from two different electric poles. The pole-dipole array is similar to the dipole-dipole
array, but the pole-dipole array is used when a surveyor needs to see deep within a cross
section of the earth. The achievable depth is based entirely on the distance between the two
electrodes (the dipole and the pole). On the other hand, the dipole-dipole array is used to
provide a very detailed image of a cross section of the earth, but it will lose a signal if the
dipoles are placed too far apart.

When conducting a survey using the pole-dipole array, the position of the transmitting
remote electrode is moved to infinity. In other words, the transmitter remote electrode
should be so far away from the receiver dipole that the instrument does not sense the effect
of the remote (pole) electrode, which is often 3.5 times the distance of the survey area in 3D
models. The reason for this is that the distance between the two electrodes determines the
depth of electrical penetration and explains why the pole-dipole array is popular when
one needs to look deep into the earth [34].

Due to its status as a protected historic building and its construction characteristics, the
Cathedral Tower of Murcia has posed a challenge to conventional ERT measurements. This
investigation was carried out using the SuperStingTM Wi-Fi R8 Resistivity /IP/SP DC multi-
electrode resistivity system produced by AGI Advanced Geosciences, Inc. (SuperSting
Wi-Fil AGI, Austin, TX, USA) [35]. This system consists of a high-precision resistivity
meter, a central unit for electrode control, eight multi-conductor cables containing 7 passive
electrodes each (56 electrodes in total), cable connectors, a control tablet, and an electric
power generator (Figure 2a—c). To carry out the measurements in this protected historic
building, aluminium plates measuring 100 x 100 x 10 mm with a steel spring were used
to attach the electrode to the plate (Figure 3). To improve the conductivity of the electric
current, a conductive gel based on a carbomer that does not leave a stain and can easily be
removed (Figure 3) [36] was placed in the area between the plate and the electrode, and
between the floor of the building and the plate, in each of the 56 electrodes. A profile was
also deployed along the outer and inner perimeters of the Tower, following a continuous
layout to cover the entire area under study, due to the lack of space and the impossibility
of making 2D linear profiles of sufficient length because of the need to pass through the
walls in a protected building. The electrode spacing was 2 m, giving a total area of 484 m?
(22 x 22 m square) on the outside of the Tower and 9 m? (3 m x 3 m square) on the
inside with a 1 m electrode spacing due to the limited space. It should be noted that this
multi-electrode resistivity system requires the connection of the cable terminations next to
electrode numbers 28 and 29 to the equipment (Figure 4a).

The instrument was used in the resistivity model for 1.2 s of current injection with a
range of 0.1 to 450.52 mA between every two points and a voltage measurement with a
range of 0.01 to 945.35 mV between every two points. A total of 56 electrodes were used in
a 3D design with the pole—dipole configuration. The instrument calculated and stored a
total of 578 apparent resistivity values with a range of 1 to 9800 Ohm-m. Then, the entire
3D layout of an electrode control unit was connected to the resistivity meter. This computer-
controlled central unit provided electrical measurements of the subsurface, allowing a 3D
model to be generated based on the electrical resistivity of the Tower subsurface.
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Figure 2. Continuous ERT profile. (a) Measuring equipment; (b) ERT profile in the east fagade of the
Tower; (c) electrodes placed in the northwest corner of the Tower.

Figure 3. The electrodes placed inside the Tower (sacristy) and a detailed view of the arrangement,
consisting of an electrode with an aluminium plate, a steel spring, and a carbomer-based gel.



Remote Sens. 2024, 16, 4117 7 of 16

4 N
\ \
d /“ . No‘ﬁTH b/
Y Axis =
51 40
I I I ' Y Axis
% R
X Axis 2
S
56 Attached Sacristy X Axis

1122

of Consolation

Chapel of the Christ

@®Electrode
l Antesacristia ‘

Figure 4. Continuous ERT profile: (a) location of the electrodes inside and outside the Tower and
measuring equipment between electrodes 28 and 29; (b) an example of a measurement sequence of
the electrodes used in a 3D array.

In this case, given the nonlinear configuration of electrodes, the measurements do not
always follow a linear configuration; i.e., the current electrodes A and B and the potential
electrodes M and N are not always placed in a straight line as in the 2D profiles. Figure 4b
shows an example of a measurement sequence performed in the 3D model, where the
electrodes that are measuring are represented in yellow and green. Therefore, information
was obtained from the entire foundation slab, including the subsoil under its load-bearing
walls, reaching depths adequate for the study of the buried structures. Ensuring that the
quality of the resistivity data of the 3D model is high is crucial to infer the subsoil structure
of the building. As noted earlier in this study, the solution adopted to carry out the ERT
measurements was the use of the pole-dipole configuration to reach greater depths of
investigation (Figure 5).

Measurlng
equipment

Figure 5. Position of the pole: (a) distance from the pole to the measuring equipment (80 m);
(b) location of the pole outside the west facade of the Cathedral; (c) detail of the pole.
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Once the measurements were recorded, they were stored and filtered to eliminate
outliers. Continuous profile data processing was performed using the least-squares inver-
sion method [37] using EarthImagerTM 2D /3D version 2.4.2 software. For the inversion,
the L2 norm was used; it is defined as the sum of the squared weighted data errors of the
data. The L2 norm depends on the estimation of the data weights (errors). In this case, the
percentage (noise) considered is 3%. Convergence is achieved when the normalised L2
norm is equal to or less than 1. The data weights play a key role in the estimation of the
L2 norm by varying the number of measurements from one dataset to another. To avoid
confusion, a normalised L.2-norm measure is defined as L2-norm = L2-norm/(number of
data). The absolute errors obtained are L2 = 1.1 after the eighth iteration of adjustment and
considered acceptable.

2.3. Ground-Penetrating Radar (GPR) Profiles

Ground-penetrating radar is a non-invasive, fast, reliable, and easily transportable
technique that generates high-resolution images (radargrams), especially of the first few
metres of the subsurface [38]. This is a technique that generates short electromagnetic pulses
of high-frequency waves (commonly from 10 MHz to 1000 MHz) through a transmitting
antenna [39]. These electromagnetic waves propagate through the different layers of the
subsoil, producing different reflections when changes in the electromagnetic properties of
the materials occur. The reflections are recorded by the receiving antenna. The recording is
transmitted to the control unit, which amplifies and records the signal. This is a technique
that provides real-time recording of subsurface waves, ideal for identifying resistive soils
(voids, gravel, loose sand, etc.), although it has enormous difficulties when applied to soils
with high conductivity (clay soils, groundwater, etc.). Additionally, most of the equipment
can work at different frequencies. Most antennas used in geotechnical studies operate in
the frequency range between 100 MHz and 500 MHz [40].

Given the geometry of the Tower and considering the objective of this study (the
foundation slab of the Tower), the GPR measurements were only taken in the accessible area
inside the building (the sacristy). Measurements could not be taken inside the wardrobe
attached to the interior of the sacristy due to the limited space available, nor in the access
ramps for the upper bodies of the Tower due to the objective of this research. The equipment
used was produced by Mala technology, employing 250 and 500 MHz antennas to achieve
different resolutions and depths of investigation. A total of 15 profiles were made with
the 250 MHz antenna, and 10 profiles were made with the 500 MHz antenna (Figure 6),
covering the surface of the room.

To georeference the position and length of each profile, a polygonal survey was carried
out with a total station. The GPR data were processed with the ReflexW version 10.5
package. A standard processing flow was applied to the data, consisting of the use of
the following filters: zero-time correction, time-based gain addition, dewow, background
removal, and migration.
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Figure 6. (a) Location plan for the profiles made with the 250 and 500 MHz antennas; (b) measure-
ments made with the 500 MHz antenna; (c) measurements made with the 250 MHz antenna.

3. Results and Discussion

After the inversion of the ERT data, a 3D electrical resistivity model with a surface
measuring 22 x 22 m? with a depth of investigation of 16.2 m was obtained. For a better
interpretation of the results regarding the foundation slab, with the aim of visualising
its singularities, resistivities between 100 and 5000 Ohm-m were selected. We found that
the foundation slab had a variable depth and some highly resistive zones (in red) with
values between 4000 and 5000 Ohm-m (Figure 7). Some studies have demonstrated that
the existence of high values of resistivity, depending on the subsoil composition, can be
associated with hollow cavities [41-43]. Therefore, the anomalies with high resistivity
values could be associated with the presence of cavities in the foundation slab of the Tower.

After processing the GPR data, the migrated profiles were obtained. Figure 8 shows
the results for profiles P5 and P6 recorded with the 250 MHz antenna inside the sacristy
(Figure 6). Significant reflections compatible with hollows can be seen at the ends of each
profile, indicated by red rectangles.

With the 500 MHz antenna, profiles P1-P10 were obtained inside the sacristy from
north to south and from south to north parallel to each other (Figure 6). These profiles
also show significant reflections compatible with hollows at their ends (Figure 9). With the
500 MHz antenna, the depth of investigation allowed is less than that with the 250 MHz
antenna, but the resolution increases. Therefore, Figure 9 shows more detail in the resolution
of the migrated profile, and the heights of these anomalies, found to be at around 1 m,
can be visualised more precisely. Thanks to the application of the two antennas, it was
possible to confirm the existence of hyperbolas compatible with hollows in most of the
profiles made.
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Figure 7. A 3D ERT model characterising the area underneath the Tower in terms of subsurface
electrical resistivity values.

250 MHz antenna
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Figure 8. Radargrams obtained inside the Tower with the 250 MHz antenna. The significant reflections
found are highlighted by red rectangles.

Figure 10 shows the radargrams obtained in the east-west direction from five profiles
with the 500 MHz antenna. It can be seen that there are hyperbolas compatible with hollows
at the ends of the profiles.
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Figure 9. Radargrams obtained inside the Tower with the 500 MHz antenna. The significant reflections
found are highlighted by red rectangles.
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Figure 10. A 3D model of the radargrams obtained in the east-west direction inside the Tower with
the 500 MHz antenna.
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To facilitate the interpretation of the results provided by the 3D electrical resistivity
tomography model, this model was placed under the Tower (Figure 11a), and the plan
view of the model was combined with the plan view of the Tower (Figure 11b).

@ D§>
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Chapel of the Christ

o of Consolation
20 ¥

5000
4000
3000
2000
1000
4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 100
X Axis
(m) (Ohm-m)

Figure 11. (a) A 3D ERT model positioned under the Tower; (b) a detailed view of the model with the
location set according to the floor plan of the Tower of the highly resistive zones.

There are high electric resistivity values inside the Tower in a room denominated the
sacristy (Figure 11b). According to the existing historical and archaeological documentation
on this building, described in Section 2.1, these resistive zones correspond to four hollow
chambers found in an intervention carried out in 2009 to solve the dampness problems
affecting the Tower. In that year, four chambers were discovered, with each one situated
in each corner inside the sacristy of the Tower (Figure 12a,b,d). These were, therefore,
determined to be four empty spaces that had not been burial sites. It was in this location
(the sacristy) where GPR measurements were made (Figure 6). The GPR results show
important reflections compatible with empty spaces (Figures 8-10), especially with the
500 MHz antenna, which obtains data at a shallower depth and with higher resolution,
helping to confirm the existence of hyperbolas compatible with cavities of around 1 m in
depth. These results prove that, when it is possible, the joint use of GPR and ERT techniques
is a valuable and essential tool for verifying singularities in the subsoil.

Next to the south face of the Tower, in a room before the sacristy called the Antesacristia
and located inside the Cathedral (Figure 11b), there is another zone with high resistivity
values. There is documentary evidence that a sub-floor ventilation system was installed in
the Antesacristia in 1999 due to existing humidity problems. Among other works carried
out (Figure 12¢,d), a new well was built in this room (for liturgical reasons), with the existing
one being closed because it could have caused humidity problems [30]. These documentary
data suggest that the highly resistive zone found in the Antesacristia through the ERT
measurements could correspond to the well referred to in the bibliographic documentation.
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Figure 12. (a) Chamber located in the northeast corner (Geocisa, 2009 [30]); (b) interior of one of
the chambers to which access was gained [30]; (c) actions carried out in 1999 in the interior of the
Antesacristia (photograph taken by Juan Antonio Molina Serrano [30]); (d) location according to
the floor plan of the Tower’s cavities; (e) northeast corner in 2009, with the original plinth and
archaeological remains of a rammed-earth wall [30]; (f,g) project carried out in 2009, involving the
filling of the trenches with draining material and the creation of an aeration chamber. Photographs
taken by José Antonio Sdnchez Pravia. Images by Geocisa [30].

There is a high-resistivity zone next to the west face of the Tower in a room called
the Chapel of the Christ of Consolation inside the Cathedral (Figure 11b). This room
is relatively recent, as its construction was completed in 1818 [44]. Nevertheless, there
are no historical construction data with which to corroborate the existence of this highly
resistive zone. In this case, the high values of electrical resistivity could correspond to
hollow chambers, as have been found in other areas of the temple (such as the sacristy) or
even crypts.

High electrical resistivity values were also found on the outer perimeter of the Tower
in the east, north, and west fagades (Figure 11b). According to the existing historical
and archaeological documentation on the Cathedral described in Section 2.1, these resis-
tive zones correspond to aeration chambers built in 2009 to solve the problems of rising
dampness in the exterior walls of the Tower. For the construction of these chambers,
several modifications of the project to be made due to the appearance of archaeological
remains (Figure 12d,e), and they were made by constructing a trench filled with draining
material, with subsequent paving and the installation of a perimeter ventilation grille
(Figure 12d,f,g) [30].
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4. Conclusions

The Tower of the Cathedral of Murcia is located in the urban and historical centre of
the city of Murcia. There are other buildings close to it, and it poses limitations with respect
to having enough space to make conventional 2D profiles, so the proposed methodology
allows the placement of a continuous ERT profile. By distributing a nonlinear continuous
ERT profile along the outer and inner perimeters of the Tower, a 3D ERT model of the
electrical resistivity values of the foundation singularities was obtained. Thanks to the
pole—dipole array, investigation depths of 16.2 m were achieved in the 3D model, identi-
fying several highly resistive zones with values between 4000 and 5000 Ohm-m. These
results were corroborated with GPR measurements carried out inside the Tower and with
the available archaeological documentation resulting from previous interventions [30],
allowing for the conclusion that these are various cavities located in the foundation slab of
the Tower.

The results obtained verify the methodology proposed for this type of structure,
allowing for the characterisation of singularities in the foundations of protected historic
towers in a fast and versatile way, thus respecting the heritage. This represents a great
advance in the characterisation of the foundations under protected buildings of this type
using non-invasive techniques, reaching adequate depths of investigation in smaller spaces.
Uncertainty about the characteristics of their foundations has therefore been minimised
as reliable information was obtained about the state of the subsoil in the area under
study, enabling the planning of future maintenance and conservation actions for this
protected heritage site with scientific criteria, saving time and costs through the use of
non-invasive techniques. We applied a methodology that has given positive results in
the characterisation of the singularities of the foundation of the Tower of the Cathedral
of Murcia. This methodology can be used for other historical towers for which a detailed
knowledge of the characteristics of their foundations is required.
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