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Abstract: FengYun-3E (FY-3E), the fifth satellite in China’s second-generation polar-orbiting satellite
FY-3 series, was launched on 5 July 2021. FY-3E carries a third-generation microwave temperature
sounder (MWTS-3). For the first time, this study demonstrates that MWTS-3 radiances data assimila-
tion can improve the China Meteorological Administration Global Forecast System (CMA-GFS). By
establishing a cloud detection module based on the retrieval results of the new channels of MWTS-3,
a quality control module according to the error characteristics of MWTS-3 data, and a bias correction
module considering the scanning position of satellite and weather systems, the effective assimilation
of MWTS-3 data in the CMA-GFS has been realized. Through one-month cycling experiments of
assimilation and forecasts, the error characteristics and assimilation effects of MWTS-3 data are
carefully evaluated. The results show that the observation errors in MWTS-3 data are similar to
those in advanced technology microwave sounder (ATMS) data within the same frequency channel,
are slightly larger than those in the advanced microwave-sounding unit-A (AMSU-A) data, and are
much better than those in the MWTS-2 data. The validation of the assimilation and prediction results
demonstrate the positive contribution of MWTS-3 data assimilation, which can remarkably reduce
the analysis errors in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. Specifically, the error growth on the
upper layer of the model is obviously suppressed. When all other operational satellite observations
are included, the assimilation of MWTS-3 data has a neutral or slightly positive contribution to the
analysis and forecast results, and the improvement is mainly found in the Southern Hemisphere.
The relevant evaluation results indicate that the MWTS-3 data assimilation has good application
prospects for operation.

Keywords: FY-3E; early-morning-orbit satellite; data assimilation; microwave-sounding unit

1. Introduction

In recent years, satellite observations have become a key component of the global
operational numerical weather prediction (NWP) system due to their high spatial-temporal
resolution and wide spatial coverage. Many studies have shown that direct assimilation
of microwave-sounding data can remarkably improve the initial conditions of numeri-
cal models so as to improve the prediction levels of global and regional models [1–5].
Most NWP centers have reported a substantial reduction in the root mean square error
(RMSE) in forecasts by effectively assimilating the data from the Advanced Television
and Infrared Observation Satellite (TIROS) operational vertical sounder (ATOVS) onboard
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration satellites (NOAA-15, -16, -17, -18
-19, and -20), the Meteorological Operational satellite-A/B (MetOp-A/B) and the Aqua
earth observing system. Adjoint sensitivity experiments [6] have proven that microwave
temperature-sounding data has become the most influential observation in almost all
operational forecasting systems [7–10].
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Recently, China’s polar-orbiting meteorological satellites have become an impor-
tant part of the global polar-orbiting satellite observing system. Since the successful
launch of China’s new generation polar-orbiting satellite Fengyun-3A (FY-3A) on 26 May
2008 [11,12], Fengyun-3B/C/D (FY-3B/C/D) satellites have been launched successively.
The performance of microwave sounders onboard these satellites is similar to those of
the advanced microwave-sounding unit-A (AMSU-A) onboard the NOAA and MetOp
satellites [11,12]. FY-3A/B are equipped with the first-generation microwave temperature
sounder (MWTS-1), which has four channels with frequencies comparable to channels
3, 5, 7, and 9 of the AMSU-A [13]. FY-3C/D are equipped with the second-generation
microwave temperature sounder (MWTS-2). MWTS-2 has 13 channels, and the channels
located in the oxygen absorption band (50–60 GHz) are identical to those of the AMSU-A.
Various studies on data evaluation [14,15] and assimilation have been carried out for the
MWTS, and many of them have indicated that the assimilation of MWTS-1 and MWTS-2
data has positive impacts on NWP results [15–20].

FY-3E satellite was successfully launched on 5 July 2021, which is the world’s first
meteorological satellite sent into the early-morning orbit for civil use [21]. It has a local equa-
torial crossing time of about 5:40 am. This satellite carries a third-generation microwave
temperature sounder (MWTS-3). A systematic evaluation study [22] has demonstrated that
the performance of MWTS-3 is remarkably better than the previous two generations of in-
struments, with more observational information and well-suppressed observational noises.

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the impacts of the direct assimilation of the
MWTS-3 radiance data on the China Meteorological Administration global forecast system
(CMA-GFS) for the first time. By establishing the quality control (QC) and bias correction
modules suitable for the MWTS-3 data, the effective assimilation of MWTS-3 data in the
CMA-GFS is realized. The influence of MWTS-3 data assimilation on the CMA-GFS is
evaluated based on the results of one-month assimilation and forecasting. It should be
noted that the original name of the operational numerical prediction system in China
was the Global and Regional Estimation and PrEdiction System (GRAPES) [23–25]. After
September 2021, it was renamed CMA-GFS.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the CMA-
GFS four-dimensional variational assimilation (4D-Var) system. The general details of the
FY-3E MWTS-3 radiance data is described here. Section 2 also provides the QC and bias
correction scheme for the MWTS-3 radiance data, and the initial assessments of MWTS-3
data. Section 3 presents the analysis of the numerical results of the FY-3E MWTS-3 radiance
data assimilation experiments. The discussion and conclusion are given in Sections 4 and 5.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. CMA-GFS 4D-Var System

The main components of CMA-GFS include: four-dimensional variational (4D-Var)
data assimilation; fully compressible non-hydrostatical model core with semi-implicit and
semi-Lagrangian discretization scheme; modularized model physics package, and global
and regional assimilation and prediction systems [23].

The CMA-GFS 4D-Var system is an analysis system designed for operational appli-
cation [26]. This assimilation system adopts an incremental analysis method, and the
assimilation process is divided into outer circulation and inner circulation. In order to
reduce the amount of computation, the horizontal resolution of the nonlinear model in the
outer circulation of the assimilation is 0.25 degrees, the horizontal resolution of the tangent
linear model and the adjoint model in the inner circulation is 1.0 degrees, and only the
simplified physical process is applied. The model has 87 vertical layers, with the top being
approximately 0.1 hPa. The 4D-Var data assimilation system applies the incremental analy-
sis scheme proposed by Courtier et al. (1998) [2]. By using the observations distributed
within a time interval (t0, tn) in the assimilation, the cost function can be defined as follows:
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where x(t0) is a state vector composed of atmospheric and surface variables; xb(t0) is a
background estimate of the state vector provided by a 6 h forecast, and yo

i is a vector of
all the observations; H is the observation operator that transforms the state vector x into
observation space; Ri is the estimated error covariance of the observations at time i; Jc
is a constraint term added to control various noises and errors generated in variational
analysis. For the CMA-GFS data assimilation system, Jc is the weak constraints of the
digital filtering. B is the error covariance matrix of xb. In order to solve the problem that the
inverse of the background error covariance matrix (B−1) is too large to be computed, the
background term is preconditioned, which improves the convergence in the minimization
process and avoids calculating B−1 directly. In the CMA-GFS 4D-Var system, the limited-
memory Broyden-Fletcher-Goldfarb-Shanno (L-BFGS) algorithm [27] is used to perform
the minimization.

Currently, the CMA-GFS can directly assimilate radiosonde data, surface synoptic
observations (SYNOPs), ship reports, aircraft reports (Airep), atmospheric motion vec-
tors (AMVs), the AMSU-A and the microwave humidity sounder (MHS) data of NOAA-
15/18/19, the AMSU-A, MHS and infrared atmospheric sounding interferometer (IASI)
data of MetOp-A/B, Suomi National Polar-orbiting Partnership (NPP) ATMS data, the
MWHS-2, micro-wave radiation imager (MWRI) and Global Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS) radio occultation sounder (GNOS) data of FY-3C/D, the MWTS-2 and hyperspec-
tral infrared atmospheric sounder-2 (HIRAS) radiance data of FY-3D, the Constellation
Observing System for Meteorology, Ionosphere and Climate radio occultation (COSMIC
RO) data, etc.

The radiative transfer for TIROS operational vertical sounder-12 (RTTOV-12) [28] is
used as the observation operator for the direct assimilation of satellite radiance data in the
CMA-GFS 4D-Var system. The transmittance coefficients applicable to the RTTOV-12 for
FY-3E MWTS-3 simulation are provided by the National Satellite Meteorological Center
of CMA.

2.2. FY-3E MWTS-3 Observations

The MWTS-3 radiance data in L1b format from September to October 2021 were used
in this study. Channel characteristics of FY-3E MWTS-3 are shown in Table 1. Compared
with the MWTS-2, MWTS-3 has improved its detection capability and performance in-
dicators. The number of detection channels of MWTS-3 is 17, which is 4 more than that
of MWTS-2. Channels 1 and 2 are horizontally polarized, while the other channels are
vertically polarized. The noise equivalent differential temperature (NEDT) of channels
1–11 is about 0.3–0.35 K. The NEDT of channels 12–17 is slightly larger, around 0.6–2.1 K.
The swath width of MWTS-3 is 2700 km, which is much larger than that of the MWTS-2
(2250 km) and is also wider than that of similar instruments in the world, such as the
AMSU-A (2300 km) and ATMS (2500 km). For MWTS-3, the number of fields of view (FOV)
in a single scan line also increases to 98 from 90 for the MWTS-2, which is larger than that
of AMSU-A (30) and ATMS (96).

In terms of channel settings, two channels that can detect cloud water content were
added into MWTS-3 for the first time, with the detection frequencies being 23.8 GHz
and 31.4 GHz, respectively. As a result, the existing mature scheme can be used to iden-
tify the microwave data in cloudy areas [22] based on cloud liquid water path (CLWP)
retrieval [29–31]. In addition, MWTS-3 also has two detection channels at the oxygen
absorption band 50–60 GHz, which can be used to detect the atmospheric temperature
information at central altitudes of about 500 and 700 hPa.



Remote Sens. 2022, 14, 5943 4 of 18

Table 1. Channel characteristics of FY-3E MWTS-3.

Channel
Number Center Frequency (GHz) Bandwidth (MHz) Polarization NE∆T (K)

1 23.8 270 QH 0.3
2 31.4 180 QH 0.35
3 50.3 180 QV 0.35
4 51.76 400 QV 0.3
5 52.8 400 QV 0.3
6 53.246 ± 0.08 2 × 140 QV 0.35
7 53.596 ± 0.115 2 × 170 QV 0.3
8 53.948 ± 0.081 2 × 142 QV 0.35
9 54.40 400 QV 0.3
10 54.94 400 QV 0.3
11 55.50 330 QV 0.3
12 57.290 330 QV 0.6
13 57.290 ± 0.217 2 × 78 QV 0.7
14 57.290 ± 0.3222 ± 0.048 4 × 36 QV 0.8
15 57.290 ± 0.3222 ± 0.022 4 × 16 QV 1.0
16 57.290 ± 0.3222 ± 0.010 4 × 8 QV 1.2
17 57.290 ± 0.3222 ± 0.0045 4 × 3 QV 2.1

The weighting function of MWTS-3 is shown in Figure 1, which is calculated using the
RTTOV-12 based on the American standard atmosphere profile. The MWTS-3 can detect
atmospheric temperature information from the troposphere to the stratosphere. The peaks
of the weighting function of channels 1–4 are mainly located on the ground, and those of
channels 5–17 are uniformly distributed in the vertical direction, which allows the MWTS-3
to detect the atmospheric temperature information at different heights. The weighting
function of channel 17 has the highest peak at about 2 hPa.
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Figure 1. Weighting Functions of FY-3E MWTS-3 calculated by RTTOV based on US standard
atmosphere profile.

2.3. Cloud Detection

The MWTS-3 instrument observes the Earth from outer space, which is inevitably
affected by clouds. Although the long wavelength allows microwave radiation to penetrate
most nonprecipitation clouds, it is inevitably influenced by cloud absorption, large-particle
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scattering, etc. At present, the assimilation of radiance data in cloudy areas is very challeng-
ing due to the lack of reliable information about clouds in the input atmospheric profiles
and the inability to accurately involve the cloud impact in the fast radiative transfer model.
Many schemes have been developed to assimilate the cloud-influenced observations of
microwave-sounding data [32–34]. However, in order to ensure the stability of the oper-
ational NWP system, the CMA-GFS is still assimilating the clear sky data of microwave
temperature-sounding. Hence, it is necessary to perform cloud detection on the MWTS-3
data in this study.

The microwave sounders onboard the satellites (from FY-3A to FY-3D) lack channels
that are sensitive to cloud absorption and scattering, which makes it difficult to perform
cloud detection in MWTS-1/2 data assimilation. In the early stage, cloud products of the
visible and infrared radiometer (VIRR) mounted on the same platform were used to assist in
cloud detection [15,16]. In order to meet the needs of cloud detection, the MWTS-3 onboard
FY-3E has included the channels of 23.8 GHz and 31.4 GHz for the first time. Previous
studies have developed a mature CLWP retrieval method over the ocean area based on
the brightness temperatures observed at these two frequencies [29], which provides an
effective way for cloud detection in MWTS-3.

Figure 2 shows the distribution of FY-3E MWTS-3 observed brightness temperatures
at channels 1–2 and the retrieved CLWP during 0300–1500 Universal Time (UTC) on
1 July 2014. Note that only the CLWP over the ocean area is retrieved (areas covered by sea
ice are also excluded), which ranges from 0.01 to 2.0 g kg−1.
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Figure 2. Spatial distribution of observed brightness temperature of FY-3E MWTS-3 channel 1 (a),
channel 2 (b) and retrieved cloud LWP (c) for descending orbit data on 24 September 2021.

The accuracy of the retrieval product is assessed by comparing it with the brightness
temperature of a 12 µm-channel (channel 7) in the medium resolution spectral imager
with a low light level (MERSI-ll) [21] onboard the same platform. Figure 3 shows the
distribution of the retrieved CLWP and MERSI channel 7 brightness temperature during
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0300–1500 UTC on 24 September 2021. As shown in Figure 3, there is a tropical cyclone
over the north Pacific with an obvious high brightness temperature center, which has a
good spatial correspondence with the large-value area of the retrieved CLWP. A larger
CLWP indicates thicker clouds.
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For the land area, the differences between the observed and simulated brightness
temperature (O-B) on window channel 3 of MWTS-3 is used for cloudy data identification.
When the O-B exceeds 1.5 K, this FOV is determined to be the data over cloud and will
be rejected.

2.4. The Initial Evaluation of Observation Bias and Error

The accurate estimation of observation bias and error is an important prerequisite for
the effective assimilation of satellite data. Observation from 10–23 September 2021 was
selected for the evaluation of MWTS-3 data before assimilation. The RTTOV-12 was used to
simulate the brightness temperature during the same period based on the ERA-5 reanalysis
data released by the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF).
On this basis, the observation bias and error of MWTS-3 were estimated by analyzing the
difference between the observed (O) and simulated (B) brightness temperature. In order to
avoid the influence of the uncertainty of land surface emissivity, only clear-sky observations
over the ocean were selected for the estimation. The means and standard deviations (STDs)
of the calculated O-B of the MWTS-3 data are shown in Figure 4.

It can be seen that the biases and errors have great channel differences. For all channels,
the biases are basically between ±2.0 K. Specifically, the biases of channels 1, 4, 7, 8, 10, and
11 are negative, whereas the biases of channels 4, 8, and 10 reach about −2.0 K. Channels 2,
3, 5, and 9 and the four channels in the upper stratosphere, i.e., channels 14–17, all have
positive biases, which are basically around 1.5 K. While the biases of rest channels are
close to 0.
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Figure 4. Bias (a) and standard deviation (STD) (b) of the differences between the brightness temperature
observations and ERA simulations for FY-3E MWTS-3 channels during 10–23 September 2021.

The O-B STD (Figure 4b) gradually decreases and then increases with the increasing
height from the ground to higher altitudes. The O-B STDs of channels 1–5 are sensitive to
clouds and are also greatly affected by weather systems. Influenced by the relatively larger
error of the lower-layer background, the O-B STDs of these channels are the largest. The
peak values of the weighting function of channels 6–14 are mainly between 20–700 hPa,
and the overall STD is within 1 K (except channel 8). The STD of channel 8 is about 1.2 K,
obviously higher than those of adjacent channels. The peak values of the weighting function
of channels 15–17 appear in the upper stratosphere, where remarkable increases in the
observation errors are found in these channels, which may be due to the large error of the
upper-level temperature profile in the background field and large NEDTs of these channels.

In general, the observation errors of MWTS-3 are within the normal range; only the
noise of channel 8 is greater than expected. In addition, the biases of channels 6–7 also
exceed those of similar channels of the same-type instruments, such as the ATMS (personal
communication with Prof. Wen F. Z.).

2.5. Channel Selection

As shown in Figure 1, it is found that the maximums of the weighting function of
MWTS-3 channels 1–5 are close to the ground and are sensitive to the underlying surface.
Due to those inaccurate surface physical variables, such as the surface temperature and
surface emissivity, these near-ground channels were not included in the data assimila-
tion. When considering the bias problems of channels 6–8 in the preliminary evaluation
in Section 2.4, these three channels were also excluded. For the upper tropospheric or
stratospheric channels 11–17, since the error of the CMA-GFS is relatively larger near the
model top (10 hPa to 0.1 hPa), the two high-level channels of 16 and 17 were excluded. As
a preliminary study, MWTS-3 channels 9–15 were directly assimilated in the CMA-GFS.

2.6. Quality Control Based on Scan and Surface Characteristics

In addition to cloud detection, some extra QC procedures were applied to eliminate
the observation data with abnormal O-B values caused by complex underlying surfaces
and large terrain height.

Extra QC procedures were carried out in the following order. (I) The observations of
channels 9 and 10 in the cloudy area are removed. (II) All FOVs covering the coastline are
removed. A land mask database with longitudinal and latitudinal resolutions of 0.1◦ is
used for land/ocean/coast identification. (III) The 10 outermost FOVs on each side of a
scan line are not used; (IV) The observations of channel 9 over the sea ice or the land are
not used. Sea ice surface is identified by the criteria that the sea surface temperature is
lower than 271.45 K. (V) If the terrain height is greater than 500 m, the data of channel 10
is rejected. This threshold is based on previous experience. In the CMA-GFS, the QC of
AMSU-A, ATMS, MWTS-1/2 data all adopt this threshold. Lastly, the MWTS-3 data, which
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passes all the above QC procedures, is thinned to a spatial resolution of 120 km according
to the distance between the observations and the nearest model grid.

2.7. Bias Correction

The CMA-GFS 4D-VAR system was used in this study. The basic theory of variational
data assimilation is the Bayesian conditional probability theorem [35]. This theory assumes
that the background error and observation error satisfy the Gaussian distribution, and that
there is no systematic bias. However, in practical application, systematic biases generally
exist in the background and are mainly caused by the continuous forward integration of
the numerical model. Meanwhile, there are inevitably systematic errors in the radiation
transfer model simulations. These also lead to a certain degree of systematic biases in the
O-B, meaning effective bias correction is necessary.

The importance of bias correction for satellite radiances in data assimilation has been
realized by many meteorologists, and a lot of studies have been conducted to develop
effective bias correction methods. It is found that systematic bias mainly consists of the
bias caused by the scanning position difference and the bias depending on the air-mass
property. Harris and Kelly (2001) developed a static bias correction scheme [36]. After
a lot of practical applications, it has proven to be an effective correction scheme and is
widely used in operational NWP centers around the world [3,4]. In 2007, Liu et al. (2007)
added this scheme to the CMA-MESO model and also achieved good results [37]. However,
considering the limitation of the static bias correction scheme in estimating the bias caused
by the change in the weather system, an air-mass bias correction method has been proposed
to take into account the impact of weather systems on systematic biases [3]. In addition, a
variational bias correction scheme has also been established, which considers the variation
of biases in combination with the minimization process of the assimilation system [38]. At
present, this scheme has been applied in many national operational forecast centers, such as
the National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) and the ECMWF [3,39,40]. After
selecting the appropriate forecast factors, the variational bias correction scheme statistically
updates the correction coefficients in the minimization process of the cost function. This
scheme has also been tested in the CMA-GFS, and it is expected to achieve operational
application in 2023. However, only the scan bias correction and the air-mass bias correction
are involved in this study.

2.7.1. Scan Bias Correction

Since the scan angle bias obviously changes with the latitude, the statistics of scan bias
also need to be conducted in different latitude bands. The whole hemisphere was divided
into 18 latitudinal bands using 10◦ intervals. For each latitude band, the O-B difference
between each scanning position and the nadir point in each scan line was calculated, and
then the average value of all the O-B differences in the same latitude band was obtained as
the systematic bias in this latitude band. A linear smoothing method was also applied to
avoid discontinuous correction between the two adjacent latitudinal bands.

2.7.2. Air-Mass Bias Correction

In this study, two predictors were selected for the air-mass bias correction, namely, the
thicknesses between 300–1000 hPa and 50–200 hPa of the background. Using the two-week
thickness data, a linear regression equation was established for each channel, and the
coefficients, ajo and aji, in the regression equation were obtained for the channel j data with
a scan angle of θ. The regression equation is as follows:

Biasj(θ) = aj0 +
2

∑
i=1

aji(θ)Xji(θ)
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Here Biasj is the O-B bias, and Xji is for the thickness. ajo and aji represent the linear
relationship between the O-B bias and the two thickness data. Using these coefficients, the
O-B bias was calculated and subtracted from each observation in the assimilation process.

After the bias correction, the QC module also removes the observation data with large
O-B values, and the pixels with O-B values greater than two times that of the observation
error are rejected. According to the analysis results in Figure 4, the observation errors were
set to 0.55 K for MWTS-3 channels 9, 10, and 12–14, 0.4 K for channel 11, and 1.1 K for
channel 15 in this study.

3. Results
3.1. Experimental Design

Four experiments were conducted to demonstrate the impact of MWTS-3 data on the
CMA-GFS during the period from 24 September to 25 October 2021. Table 2 shows the
specific experimental designs. Experiment 1 assimilated only the conventional observations,
called CTRL1. The conventional observations contain a global set of surface and upper-air
reports, including radiosondes, SYNOP, ship reports, Aireps, and AMVs from the Global
Telecommunications System (GTS). Experiment 2 assimilated the conventional observations:
NOAA-15/18/19 AMSU-A, NOAA-18/19 MHS, MetOp-A/B AMSU-A, MHS and IASI,
NPP ATMS, FY-3C/D MWHS-2 and MWRI, FY-3D MWTS-2 and HIRAS radiance data,
FY-3C/D GNOS, COSMIC RO data, etc., called CTRL2. The setup of the two sensitive
experiments (TEST1 and TEST2) is identical to the control experiments (CTRL1 and CTRL2),
except that the FY-3E MWTS-3 radiance data were added in TEST1 and TEST2.

Table 2. Experiment design for the four cycle experiments.

EXP Observation Data

CTL1 Conventional data

CTL2
Conventional data+ NOAA-15/18/19 AMSU-A+ NOAA-18/19 MHS+

MetOp-A/B AMSU-A/MHS/IASI+ NPP ATMS + FY-3C/D MWHS-2/MWRI +
FY-3D MWTS-2/HIRAS + FY-3C/D GNOS + COSMIC RO, etc

TEST1 CTL1+FY-3E MWTS-3
TEST2 CTL2+FY-3E MWTS-3

Notes: conventional data consists of radiosondes, SYNOP, ship, Airep, and AMVs.

3.2. Analysis and Forecast of the Cycling Experiments
3.2.1. Characteristics of Data after Quality Control and Bias Correction

Figure 5 shows scatter plots of the observed and simulated brightness temperature of
MWTS-3 channels 11 and 14 before and after QC during September 24–30, 2021. It can be
seen that the differences between the O and B of channel 11 are larger before QC, which are
scatter distributed, especially in the range of 210–220 K. Besides, the scatter plots obviously
deviate from the diagonal. After QC, only the clear-sky observations over the ocean are
retrained, which makes the distributions of O and B closer to each other, and the differences
between them are from −3 K to −5 K. Figure 5b is for channel 14, where the scatter plots
are already close to the diagonal before QC, only the plots with a brightness temperature
higher than 230 K slightly deviate from the diagonal. The QC removes those abnormal
observations effectively and makes the plots closer to the diagonal after QC.

Figure 6 shows the probability density functions of O-B for channels 11 and 14 before
and after bias correction. Before bias correction, the biases of channels 11 and 14 are
about −0.8 K and 0.8 K, and the STDs are 0.31 K and 0.55 K, respectively. The biases
after correction are within ±0.1 K, and the STDs are slightly reduced to 0.29 K and 0.48 K,
respectively. This indicates that the systematic biases of O-B have been corrected.
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3.2.2. Comparisons of Observation Biases and Errors between MWTS-3 and Other
Microwave Temperature Sounders

In order to further clarify the performance of MWTS-3, the bias and error characteristics
of various microwave temperature-sounding data assimilated in TEST2 are given in this
subsection, where the microwave temperature sounders include FY-3E MWTS-3, FY-3D
MWTS-2, AMSU-A onboard NOAA-15/18/19, MetOp-A/B, and NPP ATMs. Figure 7
shows the biases and STDs of O-B from MWTS-3 and AMSU-A before and after bias
correction in TEST2 during the period from 24 September to 25 October 2021. Among them,
the frequencies of AMSU-A channels 5 and 6–14 are the same as those of MWTS-3 channels
7 and 9–17.
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Figure 5. Scatterplots of observed (y-axis) and simulated (x-axis) brightness temperature for
MWTS-3 channels 11 (a) and 14 (b) before (black dots) and after (green dots) quality control during
24–30 September 2021.
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Figure 6. Frequency distributions of O-B differences for channels 11 (top) and 14 (bottom) before
(hatched bars) and after (solid bars) bias correction for MWTS-3 channels 11 (upper panels) and 14
(down panels) during 24 September–3 October 2021.
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Figure 7. Bias (upper panels) and STD (lower panels) of the O-B for FY-3E MWTS-3, NOAA-15/18/19,
and MetOp-A/B AMSU-A channels before (a,c) and after (b,d) bias correction calculated from the
analysis results of the TEST2 experiment during 24 September–25 October 2021.

As shown in Figure 7, the overall bias of AMSU-A mid- and low-level channels is
generally small before bias correction, where most channels show negative biases. Among
them, the negative bias of AMSU-A onboard NOAA-18 is the most obvious. The bias of
MWTS-3 is slightly larger than that of the same frequency channel of other instruments,
where channel 9 shows a positive bias, while channel 6 of AMSU-A with the same frequency
shows a slightly smaller negative bias. The biases of MWTS-3 channels 10–11 are twice
those of the AMSU-A channels with the same frequency. Channels 12–17 (of MWTS-3) show
positive biases that are opposite to those of AMSU-A. The upper-level channels of MWTS-3
and AMSU-A both exhibit large biases, which may be related to the large temperature
errors in the upper-level of the background. Figure 7c shows that the O-B STD of MWTS-3
is also larger than that of AMSU-A before the bias correction, which may be related to the
fact that the MWTS-3 has more pixels per scan line and a shorter sampling residence time.
After the bias correction, the biases of all instruments are close to 0 (Figure 7b), indicating
that the bias correction method for the CMA-GFS data assimilation system has a good
correction effect. Besides, the STDs of all instruments also obviously decrease after the
correction (Figure 7d).

Figure 8 shows the biases and STDs of FY-3D MWTS-2 and NPP ATMS for the same
period. It can be found that, before bias correction, the bias of ATMS is also smaller than
that of MWTS-3, which is comparable to that of AMSU-A, but the STD is larger than that of
AMSU-A and is only slightly smaller than that of MWTS-3. The magnitudes of the bias and
STD of MWTS-2 are comparable to those of MWTS-3. After the bias correction, the biases of
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all instruments are close to 0, and the STDs are also remarkably reduced. However, the STD
of MWTS-3 is smaller than that of FY-3D MWTS-2 but is more similar to the STD features
of the ATMS channels with the same frequency.

Remote Sens. 2022, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 12 of 19 
 

 

Figure 8 shows the biases and STDs of FY-3D MWTS-2 and NPP ATMS for the same 
period. It can be found that, before bias correction, the bias of ATMS is also smaller than 
that of MWTS-3, which is comparable to that of AMSU-A, but the STD is larger than that 
of AMSU-A and is only slightly smaller than that of MWTS-3. The magnitudes of the bias 
and STD of MWTS-2 are comparable to those of MWTS-3. After the bias correction, the 
biases of all instruments are close to 0, and the STDs are also remarkably reduced. How-
ever, the STD of MWTS-3 is smaller than that of FY-3D MWTS-2 but is more similar to the 
STD features of the ATMS channels with the same frequency. 

 
Figure 8. Bias (upper panels) and STD (lower panels) of the O-B for FY-3E MWTS-3, FY-3D 
MWTS-2 and NPP ATMS channels before (a,c) and after (b,d) bias correction calculated from the 
analysis results of the TEST2 experiment during 24 September-25 October 2021.. 

As indicated above, the comparisons among the observation errors of these micro-
wave-sounding data before and after bias correction reveal that the error of AMSU-A is 
the smallest, followed by that of MWTS-3 and ATMS, and the observation error of MWTS-
2 is the largest. 

3.2.3. Analysis and Forecast 
After investigating the characteristics of the MWTS-3 data, the assimilation effect of 

MWTS-3 data was further evaluated. The effect of adding the MWTS-3 data to the con-
ventional data assimilation was explored first. Figure 9 shows that the RMSE of the geo-
potential height and the potential temperature differences between the analysis field and 
ERA-5 reanalysis data in the southern and Northern Hemispheres are reduced remarka-
bly during the period from 24 September to 25 October 2021. Due to the lack of conven-
tional observations in the Southern Hemisphere, the RMSE reduction in the Southern 

O-B STD (K) O-B STD (K)

N
PP

A
TM

S
Channelnum

ber

N
PP

A
TM

S
Channelnum

ber

FY
-3

D
M

W
TS

-2
Ch

an
ne

ln
um

be
r

FY
-3

D
M

W
TS

-2
Ch

an
ne

ln
um

be
r FY

-3E
M

W
TS-3

Channelnum
ber

FY
-3E

M
W

TS-3
Channelnum

ber

(d)(c)

O-B Bias (K) O-B Bias (K)

N
PP

A
TM

S
Channelnum

ber

N
PP

A
TM

S
Channelnum

ber

FY
-3

D
M

W
TS

-2
C

ha
nn

el
nu

m
be

r

FY
-3

D
M

W
TS

-2
Ch

an
ne

ln
um

be
r

FY
-3E

M
W

TS-3
Channelnum

ber

FY
-3E

M
W

TS-3
Channelnum

ber

(b)(a)

Figure 8. Bias (upper panels) and STD (lower panels) of the O-B for FY-3E MWTS-3, FY-3D MWTS-2
and NPP ATMS channels before (a,c) and after (b,d) bias correction calculated from the analysis
results of the TEST2 experiment during 24 September–25 October 2021.

As indicated above, the comparisons among the observation errors of these microwave-
sounding data before and after bias correction reveal that the error of AMSU-A is the
smallest, followed by that of MWTS-3 and ATMS, and the observation error of MWTS-2 is
the largest.

3.2.3. Analysis and Forecast

After investigating the characteristics of the MWTS-3 data, the assimilation effect
of MWTS-3 data was further evaluated. The effect of adding the MWTS-3 data to the
conventional data assimilation was explored first. Figure 9 shows that the RMSE of the
geopotential height and the potential temperature differences between the analysis field and
ERA-5 reanalysis data in the southern and Northern Hemispheres are reduced remarkably
during the period from 24 September to 25 October 2021. Due to the lack of conventional
observations in the Southern Hemisphere, the RMSE reduction in the Southern Hemisphere
is most pronounced by adding the MWTS-3 data. Since only channels 9–15 of MWTS-3 are
assimilated, and the peak heights of the weighting functions are located in the range of
10–400 hPa, the variables in the middle and high layers of the model are improved the most.
Because there are a large number of conventional observations in the middle and lower
layers of the Northern Hemisphere, the influence of MWTS-3 data assimilation over these
regions is very small. However, as there are few conventional data above the height of
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10 hPa, the improvement of adding MWTS-3 data on the geopotential height and potential
temperature above 10 hPa is more obvious.
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Figure 10 shows the daily RMSE of the geopotential height differences between the
analysis results and the ERA-5 reanalysis data for CTRL1 and TEST1 in the Southern
Hemisphere at 10 hPa during the period from 24 September to 25 October 2021. It can be
seen that, in the CTRL1, due to the lack of observation data above the altitude of 10 hPa,
the model error increases rapidly with time. On the other hand, although only the MWTS-3
data is added in TEST1, the growth of the model error above 10 hPa is obviously suppressed,
and the RMSE is greatly reduced in the first 15 days and then stably maintained within
60 gpm.

For operational assimilation applications, the impact of assimilating the FY-3E MWTS-
3 data on the operational NWP system using all observation data needs to be paid more
attention. CTRL2 assimilates all observation data used in the operations, including conven-
tional and various satellite data, while TEST2 assimilates the MWTS-3 data additionally.
The comparison shows that, after adding the MWTS-3 data, the errors of geopotential
height, potential temperature, the U and V wind exhibit little change compared with the
CTRL2 results at almost all altitudes. As shown in Figure 11, below an altitude of 2 hPa,
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the errors of the TEST2 results are slightly lower than those of the CTRL2 results. However,
near the model top of above 2 hPa, the analysis results are slightly worse. This may be
related to the imperfection of the bias correction scheme for the upper-level satellite data.
Figure 12 shows that the error of wind below 5 hPa is slightly reduced. Overall, the effects
of MWTS-3 data assimilation are neutral or slightly positive.
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Figure 12. RMS of U wind for the analysis field difference between CTL2 and ERA (black), TEST2
and ERA (red) in the (a,c) Southern Hemisphere and (b,d) Northern Hemisphere.

Using the analysis results of CTRL2 and TEST2 (at 1200 UTC of each day) as the
initial conditions, a 10-day prediction was achieved. The comprehensive scorecard for
the evaluation of the forecast results shows the abnormal correlation coefficients (ACCs)
and RMSEs of various variables at different levels and in different regions (Figure 13).
It can be seen that the assimilation of MWTS-3 data has a positive contribution to the
10-day forecasts in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, especially to the first two-day
forecasts of the Southern Hemisphere. The overall impact in East Asia is neutral. In tropical
areas, the impact on the ACCs is also generally neutral, but the RMSEs have increased,
especially for the errors of geopotential height and potential temperature, which need to be
further investigated in the future.
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4. Discussion

This study demonstrates the impact of the FY-3E MWTS-3 radiances data assimilation
for the first time. In the follow-up study, a further comparison of the impacts of data
assimilation between MWTS-3 and MWTS-2 will be conducted to provide a reference for
the improvement of the Fengyun satellite microwave temperature sounder. For the two
newly added channels (6 (53.246 ± 0.08 GHz) and 8 (53.948 ± 0.081 GHz)) of MWTS-3,
further assessment and application research for their assimilation is needed. In addition,
as the new generation of early-morning orbiting satellites, the FY-3E, NOAA series, and
the MetOp series polar-orbiting satellites have formed a complete three-orbit observation
system. The supplementary effect of MWTS-3 is worth further exploration.

5. Conclusions

FY-3E is the fifth polar-orbiting satellite in the FY-3 series launched in July of 2021 in
China, which carries the new-generation microwave temperature-sounding instruments.
Compared with its predecessor satellites, two channels capable of retrieving the CLWP
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have been designed for the first time, which is of great help for cloud detection in data as-
similation. In addition, two detection channels have been added with their peak weighting
functions near 700 hPa and 500 hPa, and the ability to detect atmospheric temperature has
been improved compared with the previous generation MWTS-2.

After the effective QC, bias correction, and accurate error specification of the MWTS-3
data, the direct assimilation of MWTS-3 radiance data has been realized in the CMA-
GFS. The near one-month cycling experiments have indicated that the errors of analysis
results can be remarkably reduced by adding the MWTS-3 data to the conventional data,
especially for the variables on the upper layer of the model, where there is a lack of sufficient
conventional observations. When all the observations in operation are included, the MWTS-
3 data assimilation has a neutral contribution to the forecasts in the Northern Hemisphere
and a slightly positive contribution in the Southern Hemisphere. However, in the tropics,
the forecast errors of geopotential height and potential temperature have increased after
adding the MWTS-3 data, which needs further investigation.
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