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Abstract: Groundwater dynamics caused by extraction and recharge are one of the primary causes
of subsidence in the urban environment. Lahore is the second largest metropolitan city in Pakistan.
The rapid expansion of this urban area due to high population density has increased the demand
for groundwater to meet commercial and household needs. Land subsidence due to inadequate
groundwater extraction has long been a concern in Lahore. This paper aims to present the persistent
scatterer interferometry synthetic aperture radar (PS-InSAR) technique for monitoring the recent land
subsidence in Lahore, based on the Sentinel-1 data obtained from January 2020 to December 2021.
PS-InSAR techniques are very efficient and cost-effective, determining land subsidence and providing
useful results. Areas of high groundwater discharge are prone to high subsidence of —110 mm,
while the surroundings show an uplifting of +21 mm during the study period. The PS-InSAR study
exposes the subsidence area in detail, particularly when the subsoil is characterized by alluvial and
clay deposits and large building structures. This type of observation is quite satisfactory and similar
to ground-based surface deformation pertinent to a high subsidence rate. Results will enable more
effective urban planning, land infrastructure building, and risk assessment related to subsidence.

Keywords: Lahore; PS-InSAR; Sentinel-1; SAR images; land subsidence

1. Introduction

Land subsidence (LS) is a geological disaster caused by human and natural processes
such as compaction of unconsolidated layers, loose sediment settlement, and overutiliza-
tion of subsurface resources [1]. It is generally a slower process that is difficult to detect
in its early stages. If the subsidence occurs, it might result in a gradual decline in land
surface level, causing major economic disruption [2,3]. LS happens in over 150 nations
worldwide, notably in heavily populated urban regions such as major cities in China [4-11],
India [12,13], Turkey [14,15], Iran [16-18], Italy [19-22], Japan [23,24], Mexico [25,26], In-
donesia [27,28], and Pakistan [29-32], with severe consequences and triggered effects. There
is growing concern about environmental hazards created by uncontrolled urbanization as
cities develop and grow rapidly. Environmental pollution, water, air, soil quality, and waste
management have been significant study fields. However, subsurface environmental risks
are becoming a substantial issue in Asian cities. The surface environmental status of the
region is closely related to urban development and building activity [33-35].

LS is one of the most severe underground environmental hazards, posing a higher risk
for human and economic losses [36]. Monitoring long-term land subsidence spatial and
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temporal evolution is crucial for executing remedial measures and disaster alerts for such
essential engineering structures to reduce possible destruction [37,38]. LS can be caused by
chemical changes and natural processes under the earth’s surface, although these processes
are incredibly gradual. Subsidence caused by human activity forces, on the other hand,
such as construction activities, mining, and groundwater extraction, are occurring at a
higher pace and have a more significant impact on LS. Land subsidence is not a recent
concept, but its effects have been more severe due to centralized urbanization, which has
confined development. Thus, a disaster in these areas can result in significant losses. LS
is a worldwide dispersed occurrence, and its causes and origin were comprehensively
and exclusively defined in the literature [39]. Land subsidence risk is best measured
over intensive land displacement checks, incorporating uplift and subsidence. Several
investigations have revealed that both of these procedures occur together [20]. Earlier,
expensive and prolonged methods such as Global Positioning System (GPS) and leveling
techniques were employed [40]. However, Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) techniques have
proven to be an adequate substitute for studying land subsidence [41]. INSAR techniques
have been utilized efficiently in LS research. The INSAR technique employs repeat pass
radar imagery from airborne or space detectors [42].

InSAR has been an efficient geodetic surveying methodology over the last few years
compared to traditional ground-based sparse point analytical techniques. It can identify a
planar measurement to a vast extent with cheap cost and high accuracy [43,44]. However,
the typical InSAR approach is severely constrained by spatial and temporal deconvolution
and atmospheric delay induced by varied satellite orientations, atmospheric variations, and
long acquisition intervals [45]. As a result, PS-InSAR [46] was designed to overcome the
incoherence restriction of the standard InNSAR approach across long time intervals and vast
regions. The PS-InSAR can improve and modify the assessment of subsidence, decreasing
it from 10 to 20 mm to 2-3 mm [47]. Advanced methodology belongs to a subclass of multi-
temporal INSAR methods that enable us to recover the proceeds of ground displacement
at millimeter precision. Because artificial amenities and buildings give higher density PS
locations and considerably increase the interferograms’ signal-to-noise ratio, the PS-InSAR
approach benefits urban land subsidence detection [48]. PS-InSAR is extensively used in
Beijing [49-51], Algeria [52], London [53,54], Mashhad (Middle East) [55], Los Angeles [56],
Spain [57], coastal areas of Africa [58], and Poland [59] to detect LS using Sentinel-1 data in
metropolitan regions.

This study was conducted to record ground subsidence in Lahore, Pakistan, from
10 January 2020 to 30 December 2021 and 2 January 2020 to 22 December 2021, using
descending and ascending tracks. The satellite can see the same target region from different
sites, with incidence angles that range from horizontal (~45°) to vertical (~23°) [60] in the
E-W direction. Ascending and descending path images enhance the understanding of
displacement and visualization from different sites [61]. Furthermore, our work evaluates
the PS-InSAR technique’s capability for LS studies in metropolitan areas [62,63]. In this
study, we: (1) employed both descending and ascending tracks using Sarproz software,
(2) used Sentinel-1 SAR data to estimate line of sight (LOS) and vertical deformation in the
present research compared to previous studies on Lahore city, and (3) calculated the rate of
subsidence in recent years (2020—2021). The findings will enable more effective planning,
surface infrastructure building, and risk management related to subsidence in the research
area.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

Figure 1 depicts the study area, which includes the city of Lahore and its surroundings.
Lahore, Pakistan’s second-biggest city in Punjab, surrounded by India on the east and the
Kasur district on the south, is located near the Ravi River. Lahore is the world’s 34th largest
city, with a population of 13.5 million people. It is located at an elevation of 682 to 698 m
above mean sea level. It covers an area of 1014 km? (Figures 1 and 2).
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Figure 1. The location of the research area.
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Figure 2. The study area (red color) with the reference points and footprint of the master region.
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Lahore is relatively flat, with a 1:3000 average gradient sloping south and southwest.
It is separated into two sections: the low-lying territory along the Ravi River and the
comparably highland area in the east away from the Ravi [64]. During monsoon floods,
the lowlands are typically swamped by river water. The Ravi River runs west of Lahore
District, establishing a border with Sheikhupura District [64]. Lahore has a hot semi-arid
steppe climate with significant seasonal changes in temperature and rainfall (Pakistan
Meteorological Department). The average yearly temperature is around 24 °C, fluctuating
from 36 °C in summer to 12 °C in winter. The highest temperature measured in Lahore was
48 °C (118 °F) on 9 June 2007, while the lowest was —1°C in January 1968. The mean yearly
rainfall is 675 mm, with variations ranging from 300 to 1200 mm. The most precipitation
(221 mm) was reported on 13 August 2008.

2.2. Geology of the Area

Lahore is situated in the Indus Basin’s alluvial plain, on the left bank of the Ravi
River. According to research conducted in 1961-1962, the Lahore region is overlaid by a
substantial width of alluvial sediments, reaching up to 300 m in depth. The sediments have
a thickness larger than 300 m and are made of unconsolidated alluvial deposits in various
quantities of sand, silt, and clay (Figure 3). The primary soil type in this region is alluvial;
even though it is a type of soft soil, the region is prone to geohazards [65].
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Figure 3. Geological map of study area overlying on hillshade map: Qal: recent deposits of Ravi
River; Qcl: brown silt, clay, and sand; Qcu: meander-belt deposit; Qsb: meander-belt of deposit of
Ravi River, Qss: younger flood plain deposit; river.
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2.3. Dataset

This study used Sentinel-1 (C-band) SAR images captured along descending and
ascending orbits (Alaska Satellite Facility: https:/ /asf.alaska.edu/about-asf/ (accessed
on 20 January 2022)). Sentinel-1 data was chosen because this mission offers long-term,
timely data with adequate resolution at no cost. These data provide a valid source for
studying deformation and its progression through time, which may be utilized to forecast
future situations. The PSI usually requires 20 SAR images [66] to analyze C-band data.
The PSI measures surface displacement over a year, considering atmospheric, signal noise
and topographic influences [67]. This sensor has a ground resolution of nearly 5 m in the
range and 20 m in azimuth [68]. This sensor has numerous acquisition modes, comprising
strip map (SM) and interferometric wide (IW). When the IW mode was compared to
other acquisition techniques, it was observed that the IW mode required additional data
manipulation for image co-registration with high accuracy of up to 0.001 pixels [52]. This
research obtained 41 images from the ascending path number 100 (2 January 2020-22
December 2021) and 38 from the descending path number 34 (10 January 2020-30 December
2021). The properties of Sentinel-1 datasets and the parameters used in this research are
detailed in Table 1.

Table 1. Properties of Sentinel-1 datasets and their parameters.

Data Information Ascending Descending
Product type Sentinel 1 IW SLC
Polarization VV + VH
No. of images 41 38
Time period 2 January 2020-22 December 2021 10 January 2020-30 December 2021
Track 100 34
Frame 99 487
Coverage (km?) 250
Incident angle horizontal (~45°) to vertical (~23°)
Range (m) 5
Azimuth resolution (m) 20

This study used Sarproz (https://www.sarproz.com/sarproz-faq (accessed on 15
April 2022)) software, which is commercial and extremely useful for SAR data analyses
software [52]. Zhu et al. found land subsidence in Beijing induced by groundwater
extraction using Persistent Scatterer Interferometry (PSI) with SAR Dataset [69]. The
PS-InSAR technique concepts are described in [70].

2.4. Data Processing

Data preparation, analysis of data, atmospheric phase screen APS calculation, and
multi-image analysis were all part of the PS-InSAR process. The data analysis in the study
is shown in Figure 4.

The PS-InNSAR method examines time series SAR data. The approach focuses on
speckle-free, steady, point-like scatterers that produce a definite result. These are persistent
scatterers (PS), which provide a consistent phase history across the acquisition time span.
The PS phases are stable over time and do not exhibit temporal decorrelation, allowing for
long-term observation and monitoring of displacement. The interferometric phase ¢p,; of
SAR signal of wavelength (A) between two distinct images is represented as:

Pint = Propography + Pmovement + Porbit T Patmosphere T Pnoise 1)

where ¢yp0grapny i the variation in phase caused by height errors, ¢ is the error pro-
duced due to phase triggered by errors due to orbit estimation, @vement is the component
generated by terrain displacement in the LOS path between two SAR acquisitions, and
Patmosphere 18 the phase component as a result of variations in atmospheric phase delay.
Finally, @,,is. refers to phase noise, including thermal noise and other error components.
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Importing single look complex data with precise tracks is one of the data preparation
analysis steps. For this investigation, ascending imagery with the same rotations was used.
Images were polarized depending on path information, and slave and master images were
selected. The study region’s master images were obtained first, accompanied by slave
images overlaying the same entire region as the master image. This scenario created a star
graph between the master and slave images (Figure 5). A specific area was co-registered
and examined.

Data Preparation Preliminary Analysis APS Estimation| |Multi-Image PS Processing
SLC Data Import — Reflectivity Map — First PS Selection L Second PS Selection
[ | 1 |
Precise Orbits Amplitude Stability Amplitude Stability Linear Trend
Index Index
I : I |
Master Selection General mask for all PS| | Delgunay Graph Height Setting
| . onnection
— Selection I [
Co-registration DEM — - Linear Trend Statistical Evolution
I Preliminary Geocoding : :
Co-registered Height Estimation Displ_acement
Stack | Estimation

I
PS Export Geocoding‘

Connection Processing

|
Reference Point

Selection Geological | |Tube wells
: Map data
Statistical Evolution [
. ArcGIS A
APS Collection I

Compare with
Geology/Tube wells

,—l

Final Subsidence
Map

Figure 4. Data processing steps in methodology.

Other parameters such as the atmospheric phase screen (APS), track errors, and
further considerations were estimated and eliminated. After that, the phase constancy
was assessed. Absolute amplitude levels were essentially unconcerned about causing
manipulation disturbances [71]. Consequently, it was projected that the pixels would have
similar amplitudes and decreased phase distributions for these acquisitions. The Amplitude
Stability Index (ASI) chooses PS in the Sarproz software procedure. Different atmospheric
phase delays affect SAR images throughout the collection, and signal disruptions are
common, such as radar signals impacted by aerosol fragments. The atmospheric phase
screen is computed using several spatial-temporal filtrations [72]. At this step, the results of
the atmospheric phase screen are eliminated, and the advanced stages are used to determine
topographic height effects and linear displacement velocities.

Our study chose PSs based on ASI values greater than 0.6. This constraint parameter
estimate is satisfied by permitting just a restricted amount of PS points, which is required
to compute the correct atmospheric phase screen. Regarding the sequence of the first PS, a
reference network must be built by linking PSs using Delaunay triangulation at this stage.
The derived linear model (linear displacement velocities and residual height) is removed,
and APS is evaluated using an inverse network from the phase residual. Defining a single
point of reference and estimating the object’s velocity here is also necessary. PS-InNSAR relies
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on a stable reference point to calculate relative velocity in respect to that point. As a result,
special care must be used while choosing reference points for a combined PS-InSAR study
from distinct orbits. Following APS and graph inversion deletion, the temporal coherence
of PS was evaluated to test APS stability, producing an appropriate result with a coherence
of more than 0.70 (Figure 6).
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side) and ascending track (left side) data.

In the Multi-Image Sparse Point (MISP) processing step, the second-order PS points
were selected. ASI > 0.6 criteria were applied at this phase to obtain thicker PS points. The
same criteria and reference points used to calculate the APS estimate were used to remove
APS. Finally, Persistent Scatterer points were geocoded and plotted on Google Earth, and
only persistent scatterer points with a coherence of 0.70 or higher were included in the
subsidence map [71].

Finally, the displacement zones were transformed into an exterior reference frame-
work, i.e., geographical coordinates. The land subsidence and geology maps were overlaid
and imported into a Geographic Information System (GIS) for additional analysis. The
GIS investigation comprised merging PS-InSAR results with geology [29] and tube wells
locations [73] to assess and validate the detected subsidence zones, which were then com-
pared to Lahore’s geological environment. These layers were used to assess the geological
formations of the research area and their relationship to PS-InSAR projected subsidence.

3. Results

We used PS-InSAR integrated into Sarproz software for deformation monitoring
in the area. Various stability thresholds highlight stable locations in green (from —20
to —40 mm/yr). PS-InSAR calculates and identifies movement in the region using a
reference point; hence, a persistent point is selected as a reference point to correlate with the
movement of other sites in the region. Temporal coherence must be adequate for further
assessment when utilizing this approach. PS points with a temporal coherence > 0.70 were
considered dependable, with a decreased chance of error.

The use of PS points to measure motion along the line of sight (LOS) revealed that
movement away from the sensor was small, as illustrated in red. Figure 7 presents more
stable sites in the research region with less fluctuation (light blue to blue colors in Figure 7).
Sites with considerable movement in comparison to the blue dots but smaller movements
are labeled yellow and orange, respectively. Subsidence in Lahore has been estimated
to fluctuate between —80 and —25 mm/year (Figure 7). According to the scatter plots,
statistics show that Lahore city experienced severe subsidence.

The subsidence map obtained from both descending (track 34) and ascending (track
100) indicated a substantial number of PS sites in the studied area over the analysis period
(Figure 8). The study area displays the ascending and descending scatter plots section on
Google Earth. Figure 8 depicts a dense points cloud in the study location; the observations
in both the ascending and descending directions reveal that the maximum area is steady
(shown in green), primarily upland. The color ramp reflects the stability and movement of
the PS points (green = low, yellow = constant, red = high).
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Five PS sites (a—d and e) from the subsidence area were selected from the research
area’s ascending and descending results (Figure 9). In this scenario, the PS points depict
the relative movement and stability in contrast to the surroundings. Subsidence analyses
and these five PS sites are depicted in Figure 8.
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The red color delimits the subsidence area on the maps (Figure 8). The collected data
show changes in ground movement from place to place during the investigation. In the
research region, five points were chosen within the ascending (a,b) and descending (c—e)
results (Figure 8). All the points are in the subsidence area and are plotted in Figure 9.
The ascending a and b points, where LOS displacement reached —101 mm and —96 mm
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during the study period. During the research duration, LOS displacement reached —77 mm,
—80 mm, and —72 mm in descending points ¢, d, and e.

Subsidence was examined along with these five PS sites, and the results show vari-
ations in subsidence from 2020 to 2021. The visual depictions of these five points are
shown in Figure 9. The plots clearly show that points b and d have experienced significant
subsidence over the research period.

The final subsidence map also examined the north to south subsidence pattern (x-axis
has PS points, y-axis has subsidence) (Figure 10). The subsidence profile in Figure 11
demonstrates that subsidence was lower (—33 mm) in the northern part of the city and
increased (—81 mm) towards the center. The ground subsidence decreases (—10 mm, etc.)
towards the southern part of the city but is only slightly less than in the northernmost point
(—33 mm) (Figure 11).
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Figure 10. North to south and east to west subsidence profiles.
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An east to west subsidence profile was obtained by plotting in the research area to
evaluate the east-west subsidence pattern (x-axis has PS points, y-axis has subsidence)
(Figure 10). According to this profile, the subsidence is lower (—3 mm, —9 mm, etc.) in the
city’s eastern part (Figure 11). The central part of Lahore city has undergone considerable
subsidence, reaching almost —92 mm (Figure 11), while the western part of the city has
undergone smaller subsidence (—34 mm). This monitoring demonstrates that subsidence
will be visible in the center of Lahore city between 2020 and 2021.

4. Discussion

This study found that various elements are responsible for ground subsidence in
Pakistan’s largest metropolis, Lahore. These are briefly described in the following.

4.1. Subsurface Geology

The research objective is to examine the state of land subsidence in Lahore. High
deformation areas are located in the study region’s center, which is Punjab’s economic and
commercial hub. The surface deformation map supports the initial theory since places with
significant urban activity exhibit higher deformation, whereas the land is stable moving
out from the central part. Uplift can also be observed in near aquatic environments and
areas with stronger refills.

Most of Lahore’s city was discovered to have developed on alluvium deposits [74].
The alluvium comprises sand, silt, and clay [75]. The Persistent Scatterer points overlaid
on a geological map of Lahore city are seen in Figure 12. The ability of soil to consolidate
has been identified as a primary source of liquefaction globally [76]. Most of the city’s
buildings, including the military college, the institutions, and other commercial and res-
idential structures, are built on quaternary alluvium. The study region is located in the
Punjab Plain, and no significant earthquakes were recorded in the area throughout the
investigation period.
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Figure 12. Subsidence on the geological map: Qal: recent deposit of Ravi River; Qcl: brown silt, clay,
and sand; Qcu: meander-belt of deposit; Qsb: meander-belt of deposit of Ravi River; Qss: younger
flood plain deposit; river.

4.2. Precipitation

According to the data, the subsidence occurred primarily in quaternary alluvium
(brown silt, clay and sand, and meander-belt deposit). Water precipitation into the subsur-
face, which penetrates the subsurface layers and induces infrastructure stresses, is most
likely to produce subsidence in the investigated area. To confirm the subsidence in the
study area, we examined the temporal association between subsidence at the examined
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PS locations, namely a, b, ¢, d, and e and the yearly average precipitation (Figure 13). The
precipitation data (Pakistan Metrological Department) in Lahore city indicated a substantial
relationship with subsidence (Figure 13). The seasonal fluctuation in groundwater, primar-
ily during monsoon rainfall (July and August), explains the reason for the area’s subsidence.
Monsoon rainfall recharges aquifers, stabilizing subsurface water and discharging the
subsidence mechanism. This clearly shows the mechanism and subsidence reasons in the
studied region.

Monthly Precipitation (mm) in 2020 — 2021

220
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80
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Figure 13. PS points from ascending track (a,b) and descending track (c-e) versus precipitation.

Furthermore, the relationship between subsidence and rainfall has been reported in [9,60],
and excessive precipitation disrupts the balance of underground aquifers. This quantity
of precipitation and other causative variables may affect subsidence. The high monsoon
precipitation in the study region has previously been documented [77]. The saturation of
the subsurface layers is caused by subsurface aquifer refilling, and a significant relationship
between subsidence in the research area with rainfall has already been described [77].

4.3. Groundwater Extraction

Groundwater removal is, without uncertainty, the most common cause of land subsi-
dence worldwide [78,79]. Greater substantial groundwater extraction and groundwater
reserves pressure have the potential to induce land subsidence since increased water re-
moval creates a breach in the subsurface fluid that sustains the earth’s surface equilibrium.
The issue is exacerbated in dry locations where accessible surface water is needed, while
environmental variations and other human causes raise groundwater pressure [80]. There
is a water crisis in Lahore, Pakistan, and tube wells and bore wells are the principal source
of regular water use [81]. Water usage has increased due to unplanned population devel-
opment in large cities, and most homes have constructed a bore-well to suit their needs.
Furthermore, this city is based in various commercial and state industries, such as those
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in the chemical and agricultural sectors. These industries, for example, have substantial
demand for groundwater use.

Groundwater data obtained from local authorities included the locations of government-
owned water wells. Figure 14 shows that the most significant number of wells are situated
in areas with the most significant amount of land deformation. According to the findings
(Figures 10 and 11), ground subsidence is more common in the city center. One of the
potential reasons is that excessive groundwater extraction from the tube well leads to land
subsidence [73]. Fluctuations in fluid pressure in the subsurface layers due to excessive
groundwater extraction cause the ground surface compaction [73]. The government plans
to build wells to help the urban community with a bigger population size. Most wells in
the higher subsidence zones have decreased water levels, whereas tube wells outside the
deformation zones have higher water levels. The groundwater level dropped significantly
from 48 to 59 m in 2020 to 2021. The population increased from 8.7 to 13.0 million in the
last 10 years. In 2020, the population was 12.60 million, while in 2021 the population was
13.09 million, as shown in Figure 15. Lahore’s daily water consumption is 480 million cubic
gallons. In 2016, daily average water pumping by WASA (Water and Sanitation Agency)
was around 540 million gallon per day, which means around 50 gallons per person per
day. At present the daily average pumping by WASA through tube-wells increased to 750
million gallons per day, which means around 80 gallons per person per day.
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Figure 14. Tube well location map.

According to previous research, the authors believe that water extraction is the princi-
pal cause of subsidence, with these phenomena linked to soft clay soils [82-84]. Seasonal ef-
fects have been reported [82,85], which may be connected to hydrogeological variables and
fluctuations in groundwater levels. One of the likely reasons for subsidence in the studied
region is groundwater removal for commercial and household intents [73,86]. According
to the previous study, excessive groundwater promotes ground instability [24,30,60,87,88].



Remote Sens. 2022, 14, 3950

16 of 22

~
o

—m— Groundwater level (m)
—m— Population (million)

- 13

\
N\

—- 11

W
N\
N

Groundwater level (m)
Population (million)

N
\

10

T T T T T T T T T T T 8
2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Year

Figure 15. Change in groundwater level with increase in population.

Figure 14 depicts the deformation of the research area, and it can be observed that
different portions of the city subside at different rates. Still, the large subsidence zones
undergo considerable population increase and are the place of transportation and critical
infrastructure sectors. When it comes to Pakistan’s position, it has often been defined by
its geographical configuration. It is the country where most people reside in places with
the greatest commercial potential. Pakistan is urbanizing at the fastest rate in South Asia,
with an annual rate of 3%. Metropolitan regions are facing rapid urbanization, with the
number of residents in Karachi alone increasing by 80 percent between 2000 and 2010, the
most significant increase of any district in the world [89]. Between 1999 and 2021, the urban
area of Lahore city more than doubled [90]. A two-year PS-InSAR calculation revealed soil
subsidence in regions with considerable groundwater abstraction and economic and urban
activity.

Similar to previous studies [73], this was seen during field inspection for this research.
As aresult, we may argue that large-scale groundwater removal has increased in residential
and industrial areas, which may be one reason for ground subsidence in Lahore. As a result,
there have been a few cases of building collapse and fissures in the area (https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-34720251 (accessed on 22 May 2022)). Figure 16 shows wall cracks
in local houses, identified from field photos during the investigated period. The cracks
found in local houses are attributed to subsidence in the study area. The images were taken
throughout the rainy season (Figure 17). During rainy periods, water saturation on streets
and roads was caused by unauthorized buildings and overgrown settlements [91]. Various
streams flow from the surrounding area into the relatively large basin, where drainage
blockages enable water to penetrate the subsoil [91]. According to the findings, subsidence
in the research region is mostly caused by quaternary alluvium deposition layers, which
are associated with the burden of infrastructures and are accountable for subsidence.
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Figure 17. Water on the roads in Lahore City during rain.
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4.4. Uncertainties

At various spatiotemporal scales, several human and natural processes contribute to
ground subsidence [53]. However, establishing the relevance of each aspect necessitates
multiple sources of in-situ data that were not obtainable for this technique. We only
examined subsurface deposit types and observed an intriguing relationship between them
and higher surface deforming zones.

The low spatial resolution of the PS-InSAR study made identifying validation pairings
challenging. As a result, it was difficult to determine which part of a structure was the main
reflector. Furthermore, the PS points were georeferenced to the earth’s surface, despite
the fact that structures are three-dimensional, and satellites see the globe from all aspects.
These factors must be taken into account while studying the PS points on the buildings.
Due to the relatively low spatial resolution of C-band Sentinel-1 data, the geocoding of the
SAR data sets was also a source of uncertainty.

Overall, the use of InNSAR for monitoring subsidence has proven to be a promising
technology. Denser acquisition plans and high pixel DEM will enhance detecting accuracy
by minimizing noise in the time series and velocity field [92]. Land truthing in the study
region is difficult because most structures are civilian assets, and landowners may refuse
accessibility due to the danger of asset value loss. However, radar interferometry detects
subsidence across wide distances, making it easier to locate places where comprehensive
ground truthing is desired.

Despite these uncertainties, our findings correctly identified subsidence occurrences
in the study region after confirming them with soil consolidation, tubewell data, and
subsurface geology in the research area. However, various alternative procedures such as
Quasi-PS and SBAS techniques with accurate levelling in the research region can consider-
ably enhance it. Finally, well log data and geotechnical investigation will be required in the
future to determine a more accurate subsidence rate.

5. Conclusions

Globally, urbanization and groundwater extraction are key drivers of land subsidence.
Lahore is a megacity undergoing ongoing population expansion and development, even
though groundwater removal is relatively high.

In this work, we detected ground subsidence in Lahore from 2020 to 2021, demon-
strating the ability of PS-InSAR to check time series subsidence. In the research area, the
cumulative deformation varied from —110 mm to 21 mm from 2019 to 2020. The data
analysis results showed significant subsidence in the city center over the research duration.
The most apparent explanations have been recent rapid population growth and increasing
demand for regular water usage (industry and home) and groundwater removal. The key
approach components have been extensively defined, and various noise and inaccuracy
reduction approaches have been implemented throughout the procedure. Various causative
variables have been investigated, including groundwater removal, soil consolidation, sub-
surface geology, and so on. The subsidence maps in the research region indicate that Lahore
is experiencing significant ground subsidence. The outcomes also propose that subsidence
is higher in the city center, although substantially lower in the research region’s outskirts.

PS-InSAR is an extremely useful technique for monitoring urban structure collapse,
land subsidence, and other similar phenomena. Our findings successfully revealed sub-
sidence phenomena in the study area; however, they may be enhanced by in situ data
assessment and different methodologies such as the SBAS technique or Quasi-PS. It is also
suggested that multi-scale studies be conducted to thoroughly investigate subsidence in
the future and avoid substantial impact in this region.
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