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Abstract: Previous studies have shown that thermal infrared radiation (TIR) anomalies occur in the
vicinity of fractures that form when a rock is loaded to failure. Different types of fracturing modes
correspond to different TIR anomaly trends. However, the spectral features and the mechanisms
responsible for the TIR changes in the fracturing stage remain poorly understood. In this paper, ex-
periments involving observations of the thermal infrared spectrum (8.0–13.0 µm) of loaded sandstone
during the fracturing stage were conducted under outdoor conditions. The experiment yielded the
following results: (1) Different fracturing modes can lead to different trends in the spectral radiance
variation; (2) when an extensional fissure appeared on the rock surface, the radiance increased with
a local peak in the 8.0–9.7 µm range; (3) when local bulging formed at the surface, the radiance
decreased, with a local valley in the 8.0–9.7 µm range. The radiance variation caused by morphologic
changes is the combined result of changes in both the temperature and the emissivity. The character-
istic waveband corresponding to the reststrahlen features (RF) of quartz was mainly related to the
emissivity change. This study provides a preliminary experimental foundation for the detection of
crustal surface fractures via satellite-based remote sensing technology.

Keywords: emissivity; fracturing mode; rock; thermal infrared spectrum

1. Introduction

Rocks are the main constituent of the crust, and surface rocks experience dynamic
crustal stress. The increase and accumulation of crustal stress can lead to deformation and
fracturing of rocks, resulting in rock failure and geological disasters, such as earthquakes,
landslides, rock bursts, and crustal ruptures. Rock failure can result in different types of
surface fracturing modes, including extensional fissures, local bulging, and subsidence,
along active faults [1–3]. Hence, basic information on crustal activity, including the de-
formation mode, motion state of a fault and the fracture process, can be reflected by the
movement characteristics of surface rupture [4–6].

Presently, studies on the correlation between crustal movement and fault activity have
rapidly progressed with the development of satellite-based remote sensing technology,
such as GPS [7], InSAR, and gravimetry systems [8,9]. Furthermore, satellites have detected
thermal infrared radiation (TIR) anomalies in faulted regions before and after strong
earthquakes [10–12]. Studies have shown that the analysis of the correlation between the
TIR features and the seismic activity in an active fault area is helpful for improving the
accuracy of seismic TIR recognition [13,14].

To determine the internal mechanisms of the TIR anomalies related to earthquakes,
a series of experiments involving TIR imaging observations of loaded rock was per-
formed [15–17]. The results showed that the TIR intensity increases as the stress in-
creases [18,19] and that anomalies occur in the fracturing stage [20]. Tensile fracture
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and shear failure can lead to different trends of TIR change. The frictional heating effect is
the main factor leading to TIR anomalies on the rock surface [21–24]. Thus, the temporal-
spatial features of the TIR anomalies can indicate the fracture properties of the rock [25,26]
and identify the instability of active faults [27].

However, according to TIR theory, the radiation received by the satellite sensor is
influenced by multiple factors, and the radiative transfer is complex. Compared to satellite
observations, the radiance is related to not only the physical temperature but also the
surface emissivity and background radiation under lab conditions [28–30]. Previous studies
have focused on the variation in the total radiation energy in a certain wavelength range
based on thermal infrared thermography, without considering the spectral radiance and
the emissivity. The wavelength features of the TIR change were not considered.

Therefore, further studies can be divided into two aspects. First, to investigate the
emissivity regulation of different types of rocks and minerals, thermal infrared spectrum
observation experiments in different lithologies [31–33], incline angles [34,35], and rough-
nesses [36,37] were performed and analyzed. Because of the relatively strong background
radiation, emissivity under indoor conditions is easily submerged by the relatively strong
background radiation [38,39]. The change in the roughness and observation angle can
lead to a change in emissivity by observing the heated rock samples under lab conditions,
thereby leading to radiance variation [40]. The morphology of the rock surface changed
significantly when the fracturing behavior appeared and developed in the loading process.
Therefore, we can infer that the radiance variation in fractured rock is related to not only the
change in temperature but also the change in emissivity caused by morphological changes.

Additionally, experiments on the spectral radiance variation in loaded rock were
conducted to reveal the wavelength features. The results showed that the radiance increases
as the stress increases and that there are wavelength differences associated with the spectral
radiance variation [41,42]. The quantitative analysis results under laboratory conditions
showed that there are stress-sensitive wavebands of the radiance variation for loaded rock
and that the sensitive waveband corresponds to the reststrahlen features (RF) waveband
of the mineral components of the rock [43,44]. To reveal the mechanism of the sensitive
waveband of the thermal infrared radiance change in the rock loading process, a series
of meaningful work on TIR observation experiments for loaded rock was performed
by Freund and some scholars. The infrared radiation of the anorthosite exhibits clear
changes because of excitation of the Si-O stretching modes before failure with the “P-hole”
hypothesis [45]. The broad emission bands at 1170 cm−1 and 1030 cm−1 (8.7 and 9.7 µm)
also increase slightly in intensity before failure [46]. The mechanism of the energy deposited
into the surface through p-hole recombination was explained in further studies [47,48].
Additionally, it has been proven that the radiance variation is easily counteracted under
indoor conditions [49]. A thermal infrared spectrum observation experiment under outdoor
conditions was performed, and it can be confirmed that the stress change could lead to
not only a temperature change but also a spectral emissivity change. The thermal infrared
spectral radiance change in the elastic stage was the comprehensive result caused by both
the temperature and spectral emissivity change [50]. However, there remains a lack of
studies focused on the waveband features and the mechanisms responsible for the spectral
radiance variation of rock in the fracturing stage.

Therefore, analysis of differences in the spectral radiance caused by different types
of fracturing modes and the correlation between the radiance variation features and the
fracturing mode will be helpful in exploring the mechanism responsible for the TIR changes
in the fracturing stage. To reduce the influence of indoor background radiation and to be
consistent with satellite-based observation conditions, observations of the TIR spectrum
focusing on spectral radiance changes during the fracturing stage of a horizontally loaded
sandstone sample were conducted under cold-sky background conditions [51,52]. The
waveband features of the spectral radiance variation related to different fracturing modes
and the correlation between the waveband features and the fracturing mode were ana-
lyzed. Then, the mechanism linking the radiance variation and the surface fracturing is
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explored. The results could provide a preliminary experimental foundation and advanta-
geous wavebands for monitoring the surface fracturing modes of earthquakes via remote
sensing technology.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Experimental System

The experimental measuring system comprised a horizontal load-testing machine, a
Fourier transform infrared (FT-IR) thermal infrared spectrometer, a temperature-testing
system, and a small video camera. The establishment of the experimental system, the
parameters of the instrument, and the calibration of the environment and instrument have
been described in detail in [50]. The experiment was conducted at night from 18:00 to
21:00 in September to avoid the influence of solar radiation. Additionally, two sheets of
1-mm-thick polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) pads were placed between both of the loading
ends and the sample. The ambient temperature change was less than 0.1 ◦C during the
designed 10 min, indicating that the environment was stable and that the heat conduction
could be ignored.

Apart from the aforementioned instruments, to detect the generation and development
of fractures in the rock loading process accurately, the AE (acoustic emission) monitoring
system of PCI-2 with the R6α sensor was used [40]. Its detection frequency range was from
1 kHz to 3 MHz. The gain value of the preamplifier was 40 dB, and the threshold value of
the AE sampling signal was 45 dB. To record the rock surface morphology changes during
the loading process, one small visible-light video camera with a 960 × 600-pixel resolution
was positioned near the sample.

2.2. Experimental Method

Eight quartz sandstone samples were selected for the experiment. All the samples
were cut into rectangles with dimensions of 10 cm × 10 cm × 20 cm. The top and bottom
faces of each sample were parallel within an error of 0.1 mm. The sandstone samples were
labeled “sy20–1” to “sy20–8”, where “sy” represents quartz sandstone [50].

Each sample was loaded to failure at a constant rate of 1.5 kN/s. The spectrometer
with an observation view angle of 2.4◦ was placed perpendicular to the sample at a distance
of 80 cm, and this distance produced a circular observation area, 4.0 cm in diameter, on
the sample surface (the red circle in Figure 1b). The radiance data from the center of
the sample surface were recorded by the spectrometer. The measured radiance under
outdoor conditions is influenced by instrumental noise and water vapor, which could lead
to fluctuations in the radiance data. According to the calibration results [50], radiance
data in the wavelength range of 8.0–13.0 µm (corresponding to the atmospheric window
of TIR and the RF waveband in the emissivity spectrum of sandstone) were selected and
analyzed [53,54].
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With adhesive material, the temperature probes were attached to the rock surface
outside of the spectrometer observation area to record temperature data during the loading
process. The sampling rates of both the spectrometer and the temperature tester were set
to 1 fps. The acoustic emission probe was placed on the side of the sample. A photo of the
temperature probe and the AE probe arrangement is shown in Figure 1b. A period of static
observation before the formal experiment (more than 5 min) was conducted to ensure that
all the instruments were working consistently and that the environment was stable. The
outdoor experimental scene and a schematic diagram of the instrument arrangement are
shown in Figure 1.

3. Results
3.1. Fracturing Mode

The features of earthquake-induced surface ruptures mainly include extensional
fissures, local uplift, bulging, and subsidence [4–6,51]. In this experiment, there are two
macroscopic fracturing modes: extensional fissures and local bulging.

3.1.1. Extensional Fissures

The direction of the rupture surface is parallel to the loading direction and forms a
“V” shape in the cross section. This rupture feature represents a tensile fracture in terms
of mechanical properties. Six samples exhibited this type of fracturing, and Figure 2a
shows a photograph of a typical sample (sy20–3). The black circle in Figure 2 represents
the observation area of the spectrometer.
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Figure 2. (a) Photographs of sample sy20–3 with fracturing mode of extensional fissures; (b) pho-
tographs of sample sy20–1 with fracturing mode of local bulging.

3.1.2. Local Bulging

The second fracturing mode is local bulging of the observation surface. One side of
the crack bulges upward, blocking the spectrometer’s view of the other side because of the
different heights of the two sides and the resulting shadow effect and shelter effect. This
fracturing mode was similar to the layered fracture in [51]. Two samples exhibited this
type of fracturing, and a photograph of sy20–1 is shown in Figure 2b.

3.2. Preprocessing Method for Radiance

To reduce the impact of noise and to extract information related to the variation
in radiance more accurately, a wavelet denoising method was performed. The sym5
wavelet basis function was selected to reduce the noise in the original radiance curve.
If the standard deviation between the original radiance and the denoised radiance is
less than 0.01 W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1. Then, the difference in data processing method was
performed [43,44,50]. The initial radiance in the loading process, L(t0,λ), was selected as
the reference and subtracted from the measured radiance at moment ti in the fracturing
stage, L(ti,λ). The relative radiance difference between moments t0 and ti, ∆L(ti,λ), can be
defined as follows:

∆L(ti, λ) = L(ti, λ)− L(t0, λ) (1)
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where λ is the wavelength. ∆L(ti,λ) can be calculated and used to analyze the characteristics
of the radiance variation at different wavelengths.

3.3. Stages Division

Figure 3a shows both the sample temperature curve and the stress curve during the
loading process. Figure 3b shows the spectral radiance variation curve at 9.1 µm and the
AE energy curve. The whole loading process can be divided into three stages, i.e., initial
stage I, elastic loading stage II and fracture development stage III.
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Figure 3. (a) Temperature variation curve and stress curve of sample sy20–3; (b) spectral radiance variation curve at 9.1 µm
and AE energy curve of sample sy20–3 with the fracture mode of extensional fissures.

The sample temperature increases as the stress increases during stages I and II, result-
ing in an overall increase of approximately 0.2 K. The increase is related to the thermoelastic
effect and is in keeping with the results of previous studies [23–26]. The experimental
results for the loading sandstone in the elastic stage were analyzed in [50]. The increase in
thermal infrared radiation in stage II was the comprehensive result of both the temperature
and emissivity changes. The change in emissivity was the main reason leading to the
waveband features of the spectral radiance change.

However, when the stress reaches the peak value, there is an obvious peak on the AE
curve at 429 s and rock fractures in the observation area. The extensional fissures result in
stress relaxation and increases the contact area between rock surface and air, leading to a
temperature decrease, as shown in Figure 3a. A large area of decreasing temperatures in
wall rocks and increasing temperatures in sporadic sections of the fault indicate entrance
into the meta-instability stage [20]. However, there is a significant increase in the spectral
radiance curve in Figure 3b at 429 s. There are opposite trends on the temperature variation
curves and the spectral radiance variation curve. Then, with the development of rock
fractures, the fissure expanded, and the spectral radiance increased slightly.

According to the previous results, the friction effect can result in a significant tem-
perature change in the microfracture development stage and fracture stage. Additionally,
morphologic changes can lead to changes in surface roughness, inclined angle, radiation
propagation and so on [34–37,40]. Combined with the results in the elastic stage, we
can infer that the thermal infrared radiance change in the fracture stage is the combined
result of both the temperature and emissivity change as well. The emissivity change with
morphological changes on the sample surface could be the main factor leading to spectral
radiance variation.

3.4. Analysis of the Spectral Radiance Variation

The experimental results show that the two fracturing modes result in different
radiance variation patterns. These two radiance variation patterns are analyzed below.
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3.4.1. Extensional Fissures

Six samples exhibited extensional fissures, and the six curves of the radiance changes
with wavelength are plotted in Figure 4. Figure 4 shows that the amplitudes and the local
trends of these six curves are discrete. However, the overall trends of all the curves are
similar, with upward trends in the range of 8.0–9.7 µm and downward trends in the range
of 9.7–13.0 µm.
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To quantitatively assess the similarity of these six radiance increment spectra, the
average radiance spectrum for these six samples, which is defined as ∆Lz(λ), was calculated
first. Then, the similarity coefficients between the six spectra and the ∆Lz(λ) spectrum were
calculated. The similarity coefficient results are listed in Table 1, and all the coefficients
are larger than 0.9. The shape and wavelength features of these six spectra is almost in
accordance with ∆Lz(λ). Therefore, the ∆Lz(λ) spectrum (the dashed curve in Figure 4) can
be used to analyze the radiance variation characteristics of the sandstone samples with
extensional fissures.

Table 1. The similarity coefficients of the radiance increment spectra of six sandstone samples and
the average spectrum with extensional fissures.

Specimen Similarity Coefficient

sy20–2 0.99
sy20–3 0.91
sy20–4 0.96
sy20–6 0.99
sy20–7 0.98
sy20–8 0.96

Figure 4 shows that the amplitude of ∆Lz(λ) is relatively large in the 8.0–9.7 µm range
with an “M” shape. And the curve exhibits a decreasing–increasing–decreasing trend in
the 9.7–13.0 µm range. There are three local peaks at 8.4 µm, 9.1 µm, and 12.7 µm and
two local valleys at 8.6 µm and 12.2 µm in the ∆Lz(λ) curve. The curve reaches a global
maximum value at 9.1 µm.

Then, a comparative analysis of ∆Lz(λ) and the ε(λ) curve of for sandstone was
conducted. ε(λ) is the emissivity spectrum of sandstone surface in the static condition.
Figure 5 shows that the trends of these two curves are opposite throughout the entire
wavelength range. The two local valleys at 8.0–9.7 µm and 12.2–13.0 µm on the ε(λ)
curve correspond to two peaks on the ∆Lz(λ) curve. Based on the spectral emissivity
features of the sandstone samples, these two wavelength ranges correspond to the RF
waveband of ε(λ). It can be inferred that a correlation exists between the radiance variation
and emissivity.
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Figure 5. Comparison results between the average spectrum of radiance increment with the exten-
sional fissure mode and the static emissivity spectrum of sandstone.

3.4.2. Local Bulging

When local bulging appears at the sample surface, the radiance decreases compared to
that of the previous moment prior to fracturing (the end of the elastic stage). The changes
in radiance between the moments after and before the rupture for these two samples were
calculated, and the curves are plotted in Figure 6 as the solid line. The trends of the curves
are similar, and the average curve, ∆LF(λ), is also plotted in Figure 6 as a dashed line.
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Figure 6. The radiance difference spectra after and before for the sandstone samples of local bulging.

Figure 6 shows that (1) the ∆LF(λ) curve is negative over the entire wavelength range,
indicating that the radiance decreases when local bulging appears; (2) there are two local
valleys at 8.0–9.7 µm and 12.2–13.0 µm, with the former featuring a greater depth that
reaches a minimum at 9.1 µm; and (3) the trend of ∆LF(λ) is similar to that of ε(λ) in Figure 5.
The radiance variation caused by local bulging is therefore also related to the emissivity.

4. Discussion

The experimental results of these two fracture modes indicated that there is an effective
temporal–spatial corresponding relationship between the spectral radiance variation and
the fracture mode. Compared to the results of the radiance variation and temperature
change, it can be inferred that the radiance variation patterns caused by different fracturing
modes are both related to ε(λ) in addition to the temperature change. Therefore, the
radiance components received by the sensor are analyzed first. Then, the factors and
the mechanism responsible for the radiance variations associated with the two fracturing
modes are analyzed.
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4.1. Theoretical Analysis of the Energy Components Reaching the Spectrometer

According to the working principle of the spectrometer, the atmospheric effects can
be minimized by taking measurements close to the target surface. The spectral radiance
field reaching the sensor in the static condition, L0(h,θ,λ), can be defined as follows [29,30]:

L0(h, θ, λ) = ε(θt, λ)Lbb(Ts, λ) + [1 − ε(θt, λ)]Ldwr(λ) (2)

where Ts is the temperature of the sample surface (K), λ is the wavelength (µm); h is
the height of the instrument above the sample (m); θ is the zenith angle of the sensor
with respect to the earth normal; θt is the zenith angle of the sensor with respect to the
target normal; ε(θt,λ) is the static spectral emissivity at a zenith angle of θt. Ldwr(λ) is
the downwelling radiance under the experimental conditions (W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1), which
was measured with an InfraGold standard reflecting plate; and Lbb(Ts,λ) is the spectral
blackbody radiance at a temperature of Ts (W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1), which can be calculated
via Planck’s law. The observation angles θ and θt and the height h can be regarded as
constants during the loading process. Based on these assumptions, Equation (2) reduces to
the following:

L0(λ) = ε(λ)Lbb(Ts, λ) + [1 − ε(λ)]Ldwr(λ) (3)

Equation (3) shows that the static radiance reaching the sensor is related to three
factors: the temperature of the target surface, Ts; the surface emissivity, ε(λ); and the
downwelling radiance, Ldwr(λ), which can be regarded as constant during the relatively
short loading period (which is less than 10 min). The temperature of the sample changes
because of the frictional heating effect and the stress relaxation in the fracturing stage [22,23].
Additionally, changes in the surface morphology can lead to changes in emissivity. Hence,
the radiance variation is mainly caused by the temperature variation, ∆Ts, and emissivity
variation, ∆ε(λ). The radiance in the fracturing stage can be expressed as follows:

L1(λ) = [ε(λ) + ∆ε(λ)]Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts, λ) + [1 − ε(λ)− ∆ε(λ)]Ldwr(λ) (4)

The change in the radiance during the fracturing stage compared to the radiance at
the initial moment, ∆L1(λ), can be expressed as follows:

∆L1(λ) = L1(λ)− L0(λ)
= ε(λ)[Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts, λ)− Lbb(Ts, λ)] + ∆ε(λ)[Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts, λ)− Ldwr(λ)]

(5)

Equation (5) shows that the radiance variation is affected by both the temperature and
the emissivity variation. The first part is the radiance variation related only to tempera-
ture change, ∆LT(λ) = ε(λ)[Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts,λ) − Lbb(Ts,λ)]. The waveband feature of ∆LT(λ)
have been discussed in [50]; the second part is the radiance variation related to both the
temperature and emissivity changes, ∆Lε(λ) = ∆ε(λ)[Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts,λ) − Ldwr(λ)]. The trends
of ∆Ts and ∆ε(λ) differ between the two fracturing modes, leading to different trends in
the radiance variation. Therefore, the mechanisms of the radiance variation for the two
fracturing modes are analyzed separately in the followings paragraphs.

4.2. The Mechanism of Radiance Variation for Extensional Fissures

When extensional fissures appear on the surface, the fracture region can be regarded
as a cavity with a “V”-shaped cross section. Osterloo classified the cavity effect into high
reflection cavities (HRCs) and low reflection cavities (LRCs), and the multiple reflections
of HRCs can result in shallowing of spectral features [37]. The schematic for the radiation
transmission is plotted in Figure 7, which is similar to the HRC. More than one reflection
of the radiation occurs before it exits the cavity. Hence, the radiance received by the
spectrometer can be divided into two parts: (1) the radiation in the intact region that
travels directly to the sensor, labeled 1© in Figure 7, and (2) the radiation in the fractured
region repeatedly reflected by the interior of the fracture before traveling to the sensor,
labeled 2© and 3© in Figure 7. Because of the complex directionality of multiple reflections,
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the radiation at a relative large zenith angle cannot be received by the radiometer. The
radiation in the certain angle range received by the instrument represents a comprehensive
product from the cavity’s surface.
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Therefore, an extensional fissure will lead to a radiance change. Farden showed that
the cavity effect will change the effective emissivity, which can be defined as follows [55]:

εe(λ) = 1 − [1 − ε(λ)]n+1 (6)

where εe(λ) is the effective emissivity, n is the number of reflections, and ε(λ) is the emissiv-
ity of the intact region and the interior walls. The difference in emissivity values between
the fractured region and the original intact surface, ∆ε(λ), can be defined as follows:

∆ε(λ) = [1 − ε(λ)]
{

1 − [1 − ε(λ)]n
}

(7)

Equation (7) shows that (1) the values of ε(λ) are different at different wavelengths
in the range of 0–1 (plotted in Figure 5), leading to different positive values on the ∆ε(λ)
curve. Thus, εe(λ) increases when a tensile fissure appears, and ∆ε(λ) is a function of the
wavelength. (2) Because n is affected by the depth and width of the cavity, an increase in n
could lead to a larger variation in emissivity. Hence, different types of extensional fissures
could result in different changes in emissivity.

To verify that ∆ε(λ) is caused by the cavity effect, this study assumed n = 1 and then
calculated the ε(λ), εe(λ) and ∆ε(λ) curves, which are plotted as the dot-dashed line, the
solid line and the dashed line, respectively, in Figure 8. The following conclusions were
reached. (1) There are still local valleys at 8.0–9.7 µm and 12.2–13.0 µm in the εe(λ) curve
after 1 reflection, but the depths of the valleys are significantly less than those of ε(λ). (2)
There are two peaks on the ∆ε(λ) curve, which indicates that ∆ε(λ) is relatively large in the
RF wavelength range. (3) The magnitude of ∆ε(λ) caused by the cavity effect is 10−1.
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Figure 8. Simulation of the effective emissivity spectra caused by the cavity effect for quartz sandstone.
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Considering that the ∆ε(λ) curve cannot be measured directly in the experiment,
the variation in the emissivity should be analyzed based on the radiance variation data.
Figure 2 shows that the observation area is composed of intact and fractured regions. As
the ∆ε(λ) and ∆Ts values are different in these two regions, the measured radiance is
the weighted average value of the radiance from both the intact region, LW(λ), and the
fractured region, LP(λ). The radiance in these two regions can be calculated as follows:

LP(λ) = [ε(λ) + ∆εP(λ)]Lbb(TS + ∆TP, λ) + [1 − ε(λ)− ∆εP(λ)]Ldwr(λ) (8)

LW(λ) = [ε(λ) + ∆εW(λ)]Lbb(TS + ∆TW , λ) + [1 − ε(λ)− ∆εW(λ)]Ldwr(λ) (9)

where ∆εP(λ) is the emissivity variation in the fractured region caused by the cavity effect,
which is calculated with Equation (7); ∆εW(λ) is the emissivity variation in the intact
region, which is equal to the emissivity variation related to the stress variation at the end
of the elastic stage [50]; ∆TP and ∆TW are the temperature variations in the fractured and
intact regions, respectively; and Ldwr(λ) was considered stable during the loading process.
Figure 2 shows that the gray information of the two regions is different, and the areas
of the two regions and the observation area can be calculated by the image binarization
process based on the photograph. Therefore, the total radiance received by the sensor after
an extensional fissure appeared, L2(λ), can be expressed as follows:

L2(λ) = pLP(λ) + (1 − p)LW(λ) (10)

where p is the ratio of the fractured region to the whole circular observation region. The
radiance variation compared to the initial moment, ∆L2(λ), can be expressed as follows:

∆L2(λ) = L2(λ)− L0(λ) = pLP(λ) + (1 − p)LW(λ)− L0(λ) (11)

Based on the measured data and the photograph of sample sy20–3, the results show
that the ratio of the fractured region p = 0.1. The ∆TW decreases by −0.13 K from 288.81 K to
288.68 K in stage III. LP(λ) is the combined result of the reflections in the cavity region, while
∆εP(λ) and ∆TP cannot be measured directly. Both the reflections and ∆TP are adjusted
step-by-step to obtain a result that closely matches the measured radiance spectra (the
solid line in Figure 9). The best fitting calculated radiance spectra, where n = 2.2 and
∆TP = 0.52 ◦C, is plotted in Figure 9 as the dashed line. The comparison shows that the
trends of these two curves are similar, with a relatively large local peak at 8.0–9.7 µm and a
smaller local peak at 12.3–13.0 µm.
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Figure 9. Measured and calculated ∆L spectrum of the cavity effect for sample sy20–3.

Additionally, irregularities in the cross sections and fissures could lead to differences
between the calculated and measured results for each sample. Furthermore, differences
in the aspects of the fissures, such as the length, depth, width, and path, among the
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six samples could lead to differences in amplitude among the six curves. However, the
similarity between the overall trend of the six measured radiance curves and the simulated
results shows that the radiance variation associated with extensional fissures is caused by
the combined effects of temperature and emissivity changes. The increase in εe(λ) caused
by the cavity effect is the main factor leading to an increase in radiance and peaks in the RF
wavelength range.

4.3. The Mechanism of Radiance Variation for Local Bulging

Figure 6 shows that the radiance following the formation of local bulging on the
observation surface is less than that prior to the formation of local bulging. The trend of the
∆LF(λ) curve is similar to that of the ε(λ) curve. Compared to the spectral radiance decrease
result in this paper, the microwave brightness temperature decreases when layered fractures
appear on the observation surface with a similar layered fracturing mode in [51]. According
to the fracturing mode and the surface morphology of local bulging, the schematic for
the radiation transmission was plotted in Figure 10. Based on the theoretical analysis, the
emissivity and temperature variation can be analyzed as follows:
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Figure 10. Schematic for the radiation transmission of local bulging.

1. The radiance received at the initial moment travels perpendicularly to the sample
surface, which is labeled 1© in Figure 10.

2. Compared to the perpendicular radiation, the local bulging could lead to a change
in the observation angle θt on the flat inclined surface and raised surface, which is
labeled 2© and 3© in Figure 10, respectively. The raised surface can be regarded as
multiple continuous smooth facets with different inclined angles. The change in θt
lead to a decrease in ε(λ) [34,35], resulting in a decrease in radiance.

3. There could be multiple fracture layers leading to different heights, resulting in the
interaction. The change in radiance propagation can decrease the received radiance.
The shadow and shelter effect [55] by the interaction between the fractured and intact
regions can affect the received radiance, which is labeled 4© in Figure 10. It is noted
that the cavity effect can also result by the interaction of multiple inclined surfaces.
The enhanced radiance emitted at a large angle cannot be received by the sensor.

4. According to the thermoelastic effect, the stress relaxation in the fractured region
causes a decrease in temperature. The contact area between the sample and the
environment increased when local bulging appeared. The improvement of the heat
dissipation area can lead to a decrease in the temperature as well.

Therefore, the radiance variation for local bulging exhibits complex relationships with
the changes in the temperature and emissivity. An analysis was performed to simulate the
radiance variation. The radiance variation caused by local bulging, ∆L3(λ), can be defined
as follows:

∆L3(λ) = ε3(λ)[Lbb(Ts3 + ∆Ts3, λ)− Lbb(Ts3, λ)] + ∆ε3(λ)[Lbb(Ts + ∆Ts3, λ)− Ldwr(λ)] (12)
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where ε3(λ) and Ts3 are the emissivity and the temperature of the sample surface at the
end of the elastic stage, which are equal to εW(λ) + ∆εW(λ) and TS + ∆TW in Equation (9),
respectively, and ∆ε3(λ) and ∆Ts3 are the effective emissivity and temperature variations
of the entire observation area, respectively, in the fracturing stage. ∆ε3(λ) can be calculated
based on the radiance variation results as follows:

∆ε3(λ) =
∆L3(λ)− ε3(λ)[Lbb(Ts3 + ∆Ts3, λ)− Lbb(Ts3, λ)]

Lbb(Ts3 + ∆Ts3, λ)− Ldwr(λ)
(13)

ε3(λ) and Ldwr(λ) can be measured under static conditions, and ∆L3(λ) and ∆Ts3 were
measured in the fracturing stage. The ∆ε3(λ) curves of the two samples (the solid lines)
and the average curve (the dashed line) are plotted in Figure 10.

Figure 11 reveals the following points. (1) The ∆ε3(λ) curve is negative for the entire
wavelength range, and there is a local valley in the RF wavelength range. Therefore, the
effective emissivity decreases for this fracturing mode. (2) The magnitude of ∆ε3(λ) is 10−3,
which is much lower than that of the extensional fissures. (3) The ∆ε3(λ) curve fluctuates
in the 9.7–12.0 µm range.
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Figure 11. The emissivity variation spectrum of sandstone samples after and before bulging outwards.

The complexity of the morphology changes could result in the diversity of the radiance
changes associated with the local bulging mode because of the following reasons: (a) the
diversity of the changes in the morphology, angle, and temperature decrease; (b) the area
and the angle of the bulging could lead to diverse changes in the interaction and shadow
effects; and (c) some particles appeared on the fractured surface, and the change in surface
roughness can result in surface scattering and volume scattering [36,37], thereby affecting
the emissivity in the 9.7–12.0 µm range (corresponding to the transparency feature (TF)
waveband of sandstone).

4.4. The Potential Significance of Emissivity Changes in the Fracturing Stage For the
Experimental Condition
4.4.1. The Contribution of the Emissivity Change

This work confirms that the radiance variation is related to not only the temperature
change but also the emissivity change after rock fracture in the outdoor condition. However,
the radiance variation in the fracturing stage was not further analyzed in the previous
studies under lab conditions [42–45]. Based on the theoretical analysis in this manuscript,
the radiance variation can be discussed as follows. First, the lab (indoor) condition can be
regarded as enclosed, and the downwelling radiance in the indoor condition, Ldwrin(λ), can
be confirmed as the radiance of the blackbody [38,39]. Then, the ambient temperature in
the indoor condition is close to the sample temperature; therefore, Ldwrin(λ) ≈ Lbb(TS,λ), so
Equation (3) can be transformed as:

L0(λ) = ε(λ)Lbb(Ts, λ) + [1 − ε(λ)]Ldwrin(λ) ≈ Lbb(Ts, λ) (14)
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Equation (14) indicates that the radiance change caused by ∆ε(λ) related to the fractur-
ing mode is offset by the reflection from Ldwrin(λ). The significant variation in ∆ε(λ) caused
by the cavity effect and the roughness change in stage III is ignored, and ∆ε(λ) cannot be
extracted by the radiance variation.

Compared to the results during the elastic stage, the stress change of 35 MPa can
result in a change in the magnitude of the instantaneous dipole moment of the molecules in
the mineral at the microscale, thereby leading to a change in emissivity with a magnitude
of 10−3 [50]. However, the morphological changes on the sample surface could change
the emissivity on the macroscale, which is much more significant than that in the elastic
stage. The contribution of the emissivity change to the radiance change can be discussed
as follows:

Figures 8 and 9 show that differences in the emissivity change can lead to differences in
the radiance variation. ε(12.3) ≈ 1 and ∆εP(12.3) can be neglected. Therefore, the ∆L2(12.3),
with a value of 0.05 W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1, is mainly caused by the temperature change. In con-
trast, ∆εP(9.1) ≈ 0.23, which indicates that ∆L2(9.1), with a value of 0.19 W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1,
is related to changes in both the temperature and the emissivity. The theoretical results
according to Planck’s law show that the value of the radiance variation related only to
a slight temperature change at 9.1 µm is approximately equal to the radiance value at
12.3 µm [50]. Thus, ∆LT(12.3) ≈ ∆LT(9.1) = 0.05 W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1. Therefore, the radiance
variation related to the emissivity change is ∆Lε(9.1) = 0.14 W·m−2·µm−1·sr−1. Consid-
ering the ratio of the fractured region p = 0.1, the true value of the radiance variation
related to the emissivity change in the fractured region is much larger than that of the
temperature change. Additionally, Figure 11 shows that a change in the effective emissivity
(representing the whole circular observation region) with a magnitude of 10−3 could lead
to a change in radiance with a magnitude of 10−2. Hence, a slight change in emissivity can
result in a relatively large change in radiance in a certain waveband.

4.4.2. Sensitive Waveband Selection for Satellite Observation Conditions

To date, most researchers studying TIR anomalies have focused on those occurring
before earthquakes. However, positive thermal anomalies have also been observed after
earthquakes in some cases. The case of the Kunlun earthquake (Ms 8.1, 2001) was analyzed
on the basis of NOAA satellite TIR data. The image of the anomaly belt clearly shows
the 450-km-long seismogenic fault one day after the earthquake, which is consistent with
the surface rupture area identified by the field investigation [56]. Additionally, the bright-
ness temperatures before and after the Yushu earthquake (Ms 7.1, 2010) were analyzed
using MODIS data to obtain TIR variation information for the active fault related to the
earthquake. The results show that a TIR anomaly appeared not only before the earthquake
but also after the earthquake [57]. An obvious increase in brightness temperature was
observed during the 7–16 days after the earthquake, and surface rupture was found in the
anomaly area during the field investigation [58]. The mechanism responsible for the TIR
anomalies was inferred to be some relationship between the frictional heating effect and the
degassing of vapor and CO2 along the faults during the earthquake. Spatial relationships
exist between TIR anomalies and surface fractures after earthquakes [13].

Because of the diversity of mineral composition, the RF wavebands of the static
emissivity spectrum for the different rocks are different. Apart from sandstone, more
types of rocks can be selected as experimental samples. If it can be confirmed that the
feature waveband of spectral radiance variation for different loading rocks corresponds
to the RF waveband of the static emissivity spectrum, the experimental result can be
used as an indication for waveband selection for rock stress conditions and fracturing
behavior monitoring via thermal infrared spectrum technology [59]. Combined with the
waveband features, the temporal-spatial characteristics of thermal infrared anomalies
before middle-strong earthquakes can be extracted more accurately.

Therefore, in addition to the temperature changes and the degassing of underground
gas, the emissivity changes caused by surface rupture should also be taken into account in
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the analysis of TIR anomalies after earthquakes. Although the changes related to surface
ruptures are relatively small at the satellite observation scale, the changes in radiance
related to changes in emissivity cannot be ignored.

4.5. The Difficulty for Further Application

However, it remains difficult to extend the experimental results for remote sensing
observations, and the following aspects should be considered.

First, there is no significant precursor on the spectral radiance curve for fracture
monitoring. The spectral radiance changed obviously when macroscale fracture appeared
in the observation area with obvious AE energy. The radiance change could not be sensitive
to micro-fractures in this study. Therefore, the samples with different lithology and fault
structures can be selected for further studies to reveal the relationship between the thermal
infrared spectrum results and the identification of the fracturing mode.

Second, the observation distance in the experimental condition is at the level of meters,
and the diameter of the observation area is at the level of centimeters. However, the orbit
height of satellite observations is approximately several hundred kilometers, leading to
a large spatial resolution. The spatial resolution of TIRS for Landsat 8 is 100 m. The
inhomogeneity in geological structure and lithology can result in the complexity of the
fracturing mode. And changes in the morphology, roughness, angular effect [60,61], and
coverage [62] have an important effect on the thermal infrared radiance as well as the
emissivity. Additionally, the spectral radiance variation could be counteracted when these
two fracturing modes exist simultaneously in the fracturing stage because of the opposite
spectral radiance variation trend.

5. Conclusions

Previous studies have shown that TIR anomalies are mainly related to temperature
changes caused by the frictional heating effect and stress relaxation in the fracturing
stage. However, the influence of the morphology change during the fracturing stage was
taken into consideration in this study, and observations of the thermal infrared spectrum
for loaded rock were conducted under outdoor conditions. The variation patterns in
the spectral radiance associated with different fracturing modes were analyzed, and the
following conclusions were reached:

1. Different fracturing modes can lead to different patterns of radiance change. The frac-
turing mode has an important influence on the characteristics of the radiance variation.

2. The radiance increased considerably, with peaks in the range of 8.0–9.7 µm on the
radiance variation curve, when extensional fissures appeared on the sample surface.
The emissivity change caused by the cavity effect is the main factor leading to the
radiance variation.

3. When local bulging appeared on the sample surface, the radiance decreased, with
local valleys in the range of 8.0–9.7 µm. The diverse morphological changes related to
bulging can lead to complex radiance variation.

4. The radiance variation is the combined effect of changes in both temperature and
emissivity. The different types of emissivity changes during the fracturing stage are
the main causes of the differences in the radiance change.

Note that these experimental results can provide a foundation for monitoring surface
ruptures at the satellite observation scale via TIR data. Considering the diversity of
lithology and the complexity of geological structure, the rock samples with different
mineral compositions should be concerned to confirm the wavelength features firstly for
the further studies. Then, the rock samples with fault structures can be designed to simulate
geological structure. However, the TIR information for rocks on the ground is affected
by multiple factors, and the fracturing forms are much more complex in actual geological
disasters. Hence, detecting the surface rupture and fracturing from via satellite-based TIR
remote sensing methods remains challenging.
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