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Abstract: Effectively monitoring Pantana phyllostachysae Chao (PPC) is essential for the sustainable
development of the bamboo industry. However, the morphological similarity between damaged and
off-year bamboo imposes challenges in the monitoring. The knowledge on whether the severity of
this pest could be effectively monitored by using remote sensing methods is very limited. To fill this
gap, this study aimed to identify the PPC damage of moso bamboo leaves using hyperspectral data.
Specifically, we investigated differences in relative chlorophyll content (RCC), leaf water content
(LWC), leaf nitrogen content (LNC), and hyperspectral spectrum among healthy, damaged (mildly
damage, moderately damage, severely damage), and off-year bamboo leaves. Then, the hyperspectral
indices sensitive to pest damage were selected by recursive feature elimination (RFE). The PPC
damage identification model was constructed using the light gradient boosting machine (LightGBM)
algorithm. We designed two different scenarios, without (A) and with (B) off-year samples, to
evaluate the impact of off-year leaves on identification results. The RCC, the LWC, and the LNC of
damaged leaves generally showed clear declined trends with the deterioration of damaged severity.
The RCC and the LNC of off-year leaves were significantly lower than those of healthy and damaged
leaves, whereas the LWC of off-leaves was significantly different from that of damaged leaves.
The pest infestation caused noticeable distortion of leaf spectrum, increases in red and shortwave
infrared bands, and decreases in green and near-infrared bands. The magnitude of reflectance change
increased with the pest severity. The reflectance of off-year leaves in visible and near-infrared regions
was distinguishably higher than that of healthy and damaged leaves. The overall accuracy (OA)
of the constructed model for the identification of leaves with different degrees of damage severity
reached 81.51%. When off-year, healthy, and damaged leaves were lumped together, the OA of the
constructed model decreased by 5%. About half of the off-year leaf samples were misclassified into
the damaged group. The identification of off-year leaves is a challenge for monitoring PPC damage
using hyperspectral data. These results can provide practical guidance for monitoring PPC using
remote sensing methods.

Keywords: moso bamboo; pest; hyperspectral data; machine learning

1. Introduction

China has the most abundant bamboo resources in the world and is known as the
“bamboo civilized country” [1]. According to the Ninth National Forest Inventory from
2014 to 2018, the area of bamboo forest in China amounts to 6.4 million hm?, accounting
for about 3% of the total forest area, and is still rapidly expanding [2]. Since the ecological
pressure on forests is increasingly rising and leading to the scarcity of timber resources,
bamboo has been regarded as a fine substitute of traditional timber. Among numerous
bamboo species, moso bamboo (Phyllostachys pubescens) has the longest cultivation history
and the widest distribution area, accounting for about 70% of the total bamboo forest area in
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China [3]. With the advantages of its rapid growth and high utilization rate, moso bamboo
has become the most important ecological and economic bamboo species. However, due to
its clonal and invasive growth pattern as well as the irrational silviculture measures, the
pure forest rate of moso bamboo is continuously rising. Single species composition has
seriously affected the forest biodiversity, leading to frequent occurrence of various kinds of
insect disturbance events.

Pantana phyllostachysae Chao (PPC) is one of the most destructive defoliators of bamboo
forest [4]. When it outbreaks, the population density of its larvae (caterpillars) could reach
2000 per tree and cause wide defoliation. The residual leaves of damaged bamboo are
withered and yellow, which appear to be burned. Therefore, this forest pest is well known
as the “forest fire without smoke”. Furthermore, the new bamboos in damaged areas are
thin, and their material becomes brittle. Consequently, the ecological and the economic
values greatly decrease. Although the local government and foresters have made great
efforts to control this pest, the annual disaster area is still high. Therefore, timely monitoring
of the occurrence and the severity of this pest is the prerequisite for effectively alleviating
its damage.

PPC initially occurs on the hillside or the foot of a mountain with leeward and sunny
areas. When the numerous larvae hatch, they spread from the source area quickly [5,6].
The damaged area is usually located in deep mountainous forest regions, which makes
its field monitoring difficult and costly. In recent decades, remote sensing has gradually
become a powerful tool for monitoring forest disturbances [7]. Remote sensing can pro-
vide abundant information for locating pest occurrence spots and assessing its severity.
However, most previous studies on PPC were still limited to its biological characteristics
and physicochemical control measures [8,9]. A few studies tried to explore its occurrence
mechanism and spatial distribution pattern using remote sensing and geographic infor-
mation system techniques [10,11]. However, the achievements of these studies were still
unable to satisfy the needs of ecological security monitoring of bamboo forests. Applica-
ble monitoring approaches based on remote sensing are urgently needed to combat the
increasing threat of PPC.

Comprehensive understanding of host characterization changes and selecting effective
monitoring indicators are the foundation for monitoring PPC [12,13]. Initially, the most
intuitive characterization change of host bamboo is defoliation. When the defoliation
amount exceeds a certain threshold, the nutrient supply system of host bamboo gradually
collapses. The residual and the new leaves in the damaged canopy display visibly patho-
logical symptoms, e.g., hydroponic, chlorosis, that can be directly detected in the spectral
information [14]. The spectrum is the basic information of optical remote sensing, which
is currently one of the most widely used data methods for the assessment of vegetation
health with advantages of being fast and non-destructive. Especially, hyperspectral data,
which can sensitively perceive the changes of vegetation structure and pigments with
continuous narrowband spectral information, has become a powerful tool to delineate the
host characterization at different stress levels [15-17].

The growth process of moso bamboo has the phenomenon of on- and off-years.
Normally, the on-year is the period between the end of leaf change stage (i.e., April-
May) of moso bamboo and the shoots yield stage in the following spring. The external
morphology of bamboo’s canopy during this period is thick and lush. The off-year is the
period from the end of shoots yield stage to the leaf change stage in the following year, in
which there are no shoots yield. Since most nutrients of maternal bamboo are served for
rhizome growth [18], the canopy of off-year bamboo displays several characteristics during
this period, e.g., defoliation, discoloration, with morphology very similar to that of the
pest damaged bamboo. The physiological status of off-year bamboo is noticeably different
from that of healthy on-year bamboo. The spectrums of off-year and on-year bamboo are
distinguishable. However, the spectral difference between off-year and damaged bamboo
is still poorly understood.
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The primary objective of this research was to explore the physiological (e.g., chloro-
phyll, water, nitrogen, and spectrum) differences among healthy, damaged, and off-year
bamboo leaves and to propose a model for identifying PPC damaged severity. Specifically,
we discussed the following questions: (1) What are the differences in nutrients contents
of healthy, damaged and off-year leaves? (2) Are hyperspectral data able to identify PPC
damage? (3) Will off-year leaves affect the identification results?

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

The study area is located in Shunchang county of Fujian Province, China (117°29'-118°14’E,
26°38'-27°12'N; Figure 1). The whole county covers an area of about 1985 km? and the
terrain here is mainly mountainous and hilly. The area has a subtropical marine monsoon
climate with distinct alternation of dry and wet seasons. Annual mean temperature is
about 19 °C, and annual precipitation is approximately 1747.9 mm.

116°0'E 118°0'E 120°0'E
' N

A

28°0'N

26°0'N

24°0'N

Figure 1. Location of Shunchang County, Nanping City, Fujian Province, China.

The forest coverage rate of Shunchang county is nearly 80%. The forest types of the
study area include broadleaf (e.g., Ginkgo biloba, Eucalyptus grandis), coniferous (e.g., Cun-
ninghamia lanceolata, Pinus massoniana), and moso bamboo. The area of moso bamboo
forest is approximately 4.21 x 10* ha, accounting for 21.8% of the total forest area [19].
Therefore, Shunchang county was selected as the first batch of “the bamboo town of China”.
Moso bamboo is an evergreen tree species with a unique on- and off-year phenomenon.
The stand structure of moso bamboo forest is relatively simple due to its growth pattern
and economic forest attribute [20,21]. Unlike other tree species, new bamboo shoots can
grow rapidly into young bamboo in about 40-60 days. The increases of height, crown
width, and diameter at breast height are finalized in the first year [22,23].

According to the statistical data from the local forestry department, annual occurrence
area of various kinds of forest pests was about 3.33 x 10* ha during the recent decade,
resulting in huge economic and ecological losses. Previous studies declared that the occur-
rence of PPC is highly related to climate of the habitat [5,24]. Warm and moist environments
are favorable to the occurrence and the outbreak of PPC. A warm winter might induce
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PPC outbreak. Both amount and intensity of precipitation affect the occurrence and the
outbreak of PPC. The severity of PPC decreases with the increases of heavy rain events.

2.2. The Criteria of Pest Severity

Normally, PPC has three generations within a year in Fujian Province, including
overwintering generation (i.e., from early March to late May), the first generation (i.e., from
late June to late August), and the second generation (i.e., from mid-September to early
October). The first generation of larvae is the most destructive one, resulting in the most
visible defoliation in this period. Therefore, the field investigation and the data collection
were conducted during 20-23 August 2019. We randomly sampled leaves from healthy,
damaged, and off-year bamboo canopies at different altitude areas.

The leaf loss rate (LLR) was used as the criteria for severity determination of damaged
leaf (healthy: [0%, 5%], mild damage: [5%, 25%], moderate damage: [25%, 50%], severe
damage: >50%) (Figure 2). LLR was measured by the following steps: (1) each sample
leaf was horizontally laid on a white reference board. (2) The picture of the selected leaf
was taken using a digital camera, which was vertically downward fixed above the leaf.
(3) Each leaf pixel was classified into non-damaged, indentation, or disease spots groups
using AutoCAD 2008 and Photoshop CS5 software. (4) The total areas of indentation and
disease spots of each leaf were calculated for determining LLR using Equation (1):

A
LLR = % x 100% 1)

where Ay, is the total area of indentation and disease spots of the leaf; A is the original leaf
total area.

(b) (c) (d) (e)

Figure 2. Leaves with different damage severities taken from the sampling bamboo in the study area: (a) healthy leaves;

(b) mildly damaged leaves; (c) moderately damaged leaves; (d) severely damaged leaves; (e) off-year leaves.

In order to calculate Ay, and A, the shapes of damaged leaves were reconstructed.
For the leaf with the basic shape retained, the edge gaps were manually filled. For a
severely damaged leaf, the edge was manually restored with the nearest bamboo leaf
without damage as the reference. The original leaf total area A was calculated according
to the restored leaf edge. The area of indentation was calculated according to the ratio
of gap pixels within the leaf edge to the total within the reference box. The disease spots
were first visually determined, and then their total area was calculated in the same way
for the indentation area (Figure 3). Finally, a total of 468 leaf samples were collected and
targeted (healthy: 101, mildly damaged: 97, moderately damaged: 97, severely damaged:
103, off-year: 70).
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Figure 3. The example of a damaged leaf. The green line is the boundary of the reference box used to
calculate areas of indentation and disease spots. Yellow color indicates indentation parts manually
delineated, and red color denotes disease spots visually determined.

2.3. Measurements and Analysis of Leaf Physicochemical Parameters
2.3.1. Leaf Reflectance Measurements

The leaf spectrum was taken using an ASD FieldSpec3 spectrometer coupled with an
ASD Plant Probe (Analytical Spectral devices (ASD) Inc., Longmont, CO, USA). The spec-
trometer has 2151 bands that can sense the spectral information in the full range of solar
irradiance spectrum (350-2500 nm) with the sampling intervals of 1.4 nm (350-1000 nm)
and 2 nm (1001-2500 nm) and the resampled bandwidth of 1 nm. The ASD Plant Probe
is equipped with a built-in lower intensity bulb for the spectral measurement of live
vegetation. Its design of a closed chamber can minimize the interference of stray light
from the external environment. The dark current correction was conducted before every
measurement. The spectral record was the average of 5 scans. The scanning area included
normal and damaged parts of the leaf, and the measurements were averaged to produce
the spectrum of a leaf. All spectral raw data were preprocessed by the Savitzky—Golay
smoothing algorithm (the polynomial order was 3, and the window width was 11) to
minimize the influence of particle size, scattering, and collinearity [25].

2.3.2. Measurements and Analysis of Leaf Biochemical Factors

To explore factors driving the spectral distortion of damaged leaves, we measured
relative chlorophyll content (RCC), leaf water content (LWC), and leaf nitrogen content
(LNC) of 174 representative leaves.

Portable chlorophyll meters provide a convenient and non-destructive way to measure
the RCC. The Soil Plant Analysis Development (SPAD) instrument (Minolta Camera Co.,
Osaka, Japan) has demonstrated excellent ability to measure RCC [26,27]. In this study, we
used SPAD-502 plus to record SPAD values of upper, middle, and lower parts of each leaf,
respectively. They were averaged as the RCC value of a leaf.

The fresh weight of each leaf was measured by an electronic scale in situ and then
put into the sealed bag and taken back to the laboratory. The leaves were dried in an oven
with air circulation for 30 min at 105 °C to deactivate the enzymes, then dried to constant
weights at 80 °C. The dry weight of each leaf was recorded using the electronic scale and
was used to calculate LWC:

(FW — DW)

LWC =
¢ FW

x 100% )
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where LWC is the leaf water content; FW and DW are fresh and dry weights of a leaf.

After the measurement of dry weight, each leaf sample was placed into a microcen-
trifuge tube and then ground into powder by a high-flux grinder (DHS v4800, DHS Life
Science & Technology Co., Beijing, China). Finally, the nitrogen content of each leaf was
obtained using an element analyzer [28-30] (Vario MICRO cube, Elementar Co., Langensel-
bold, Germany).

The difference of measured parameters among different severity groups was analyzed
by means of one-way ANOVA. A significance level of 0.05 indicated a significant difference.
A significance level of 0.01 indicated a very significant difference. The variance of measured
parameters was examined before the difference analysis. When the variance of a test group
was homogeneous, the least significant difference method (LSD) was applied to test the
difference significance among severity factors, otherwise, we used the Tamhane’s T2.
All the difference analysis processes were conducted using the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (IBM SPSS Statistics 22.0).

2.4. Indicators of Pest Severity
2.4.1. Hyperspectral Indices

It was demonstrated that the vegetation indices can be used to indicate the plant
physiological status [31,32]. A total of 29 existing hyperspectral indices usable for indi-
cating plant stress and nutrients content were selected as candidates for monitoring the
physiological status of moso bamboo leaves (Table 1).

Table 1. Hyperspectral indices used for monitoring the physiological status of moso bamboo leaves.

Index Formula References

Normalized Difference Vegetable Index, NDVI (Rgoo — Re70)/ (Reoo + Reyo) [33]
Modified Red Edge Simple Ratio Index, mSRyys (Ry750 — Raas)/ (Ryos + Raas) [34]
Vogelmann Red Edge Index 1, VOG 1 R740/R720 [35]
Vogelmann Red Edge Index 2, VOG 2 (R734 — R747)/ (R715 + Ryog) [35]
Photochemical reflectance index, PRI (Rs31 — Rs70)/(Rs31 + Rsyp) [36]
Plant Senescence Reflectance Index, PSRI (Reso — Rs00)/Rys0 [37]
Normalized Difference Water Index, NDWI (Rgs7 — Ri241)/ (Rgs7 + Ry241) [38]
Moisture Stress Index, MSI Ri599/Rg19 [39]
Normalized Difference Infrared Index, NDII (Rg19 — Rip49)/(Rg19 + Riga9) [40]
Green Normalized Difference Vegetation Index, GNDVI (R7s0 — Rss0)/ (R7s0 + Rsso) [41]
Leaf Chlorophyll Index, LCI (R850 — R710)/(Rg50 — R(,so) [42]
Disease Water Stress Index, DSWI (Rgos + Rs49)/ (Rig50 + Res1) [43]
Mocﬁiﬁi&ﬁfgggﬁ} ﬁbCSZEtlon [(R700 — Re70) — 0.2 x (R7g0 — Rs50)] X (Ryo0/Re70) [44]

; ; fomi log(1/Ry754) — log(1/Ryes0)
Norme.lhzed Plfference I.dlgrun Index, NDLI {Sg E % jggfgg T }gg E % ;Eiggg% [45]
Normalized Difference Nitrogen Index, NDNI oo (TR T Tog (/R [45]
Green Chlorophyll Index, Clgreen (Rgpo/Rs50) — 1 [46]
Red-edge Chlorophyll Index, Cliededge (Rgpo/Ryp0) — 1 [46]
Normalized Difference Red Edge Index, NDRE (R790 — Ry20)/ (R790 + Ry20) [47]
Red-edge Vegetation Stress Index, RVSI (R712 + Rysp) — Rysp [48]
Structure Insensitive Pigment Index, SIPI (Rsoo — Raas)/(Rsoo — Reso) [49]
Normalized Difference Chlorophyll Index, NDCI (R762 — R527)/ (R762 + Rsp7) [50]
Normalized Pigment Chlorophyll ratio Index, NPCI (Reso — Ru30)/ (Reso + Razo) [49]
Red Edge Normalized Difference Vegetation Index, RENDVI (R760 — Res0)/ (R7ep + Rego) [51]
Red Edge Ratio Vegetation Index, RERVI R760/Reso [51]
Simple Ratio, SRyos Ry50/R705 [52]
Carotenoid Reflectance Index 1, CRI1 (1/Rs10) — (1/Rs50) [53]
Carotenoid Reflectance Index 2, CRI2 (1/Rs10) — (1/R700) [53]
Anthocyanin Reflectance Index 1, ARI1 (1/Rss0) — (1/Rz0) [54]
Anthocyanin Reflectance Index 2, ARI2 Rgoo % [(1/Rss50) — (1/R700)] [54]

2.4.2. Feature Selection

The recursive feature elimination (RFE) algorithm was applied to search for the
optimal feature combination to avoid invalid information during the model training pro-
cess [55]. There are three key parameters in the RFE algorithm, which are “estimator”,
“step”, and “n_features_to_select”. The “estimator” is the base evaluator of RFE to assess
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the performance of selected features (i.e., LightGBM was selected here, and its description
is in Section 2.5). The “step” was set to 1, which means that the number of features added
or removed during each iteration was 1. The “n_features_to_select” represents the number
of features finally selected. We set the cycle of [1, 29] to determine the optimal number of
features according to the accuracy of the model.

2.5. Development of Severity Identification Model

Light gradient boosting machine (LightGBM) was applied as a classifier to identify
the leaf damage severity. The construction process was implemented on the Python
3.6.5 platform. LightGBM is an ensemble algorithm that is an improvement over GBDT
(gradient boosting decision tree) [56]. It uses the gradient descent algorithm to continuously
correct the deviation of the previous model through iteration until the simulation reaches
the best. Compared with other GBDT-based algorithm, LightGBM has faster training
speed and lower memory usage based on Gradient-based One-Side Sampling (GOSS) and
Exclusive Feature Bundling (EFB) [57,58].

There are several critical parameters that can affect the model performance and need
to be adjusted, including (1) num_leaves (i.e., maximum tree leaves for base learners,
NL), (2) max_depth (i.e., maximum tree depth for base learners, MD), (3) learning_rate
(i.e., boosting learning rate, LR), and (4) n_estimator (i.e., number of boosted trees to fit,
NE). The greedy algorithm and 10-fold cross-validation (via GridSearchCV module from
scikit-learn 0.19.1) were applied to determine the optimum hyper-parameters of LightGBM.

2.6. Model Accuracy Evaluation

We designed two experimental scenarios, i.e., scenario-A (identification objectives:
H, Mi, Mo, S) and scenario-B (identification objectives: H, Mi, Mo, S, O), to assess the
impact of off-year leaves on severity identification. Abbreviations H, Mi, Mo, S, and O
denote healthy, mildly damaged, moderately damaged, severely damaged, and off-year
leaves. For each scenario, the sample data were randomly split into the training set (70%)
and the test set (30%). The training set served for model training. We employed 10-fold
cross validation to test the robustness of the model. The test set was used to evaluate the
extrapolation ability of the constructed model. The model performance was evaluated by
the overall classification accuracy (OA) and the grading producer’s accuracy (GPA). They
are calculated as:

OA = 121 o 100% )
Sail
T;

GPA = & x 100% @)

1
where T, is the number of correctly classified samples; S, is the number of all samples
in the validation dataset; T; is the number of correctly classified samples in one certain
severity group; S; is the number of samples in this group.

3. Results
3.1. Physicochemical Differences among Healthy, Damaged, and Off-Year Leaves
3.1.1. Differences of Biochemical Factors among Healthy, Damaged, and Off-Year Leaves

Overall, RCC, LWC, and LNC values of damaged leaves decreased with the aggra-
vation of damaged severity (Figure 4). For off-year leaves, all factors were noticeably
lower than those of healthy leaves, but the difference with damaged leaves was relatively
small. Specifically, RCC and LNC of off-year leaves were lower than those of healthy and
damaged leaves. However, the LWC values of off-year leaves were similar to those of
damaged on-year leaves.
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Figure 4. Biochemical parameters of moso bamboo leaves at different damage levels.

Although all factors showed clearly descending trends with the deterioration of
damaged severity, they still had great variations within the same severity group and
sometimes were not significantly different among severity groups. As shown in Table 2,
the difference in RCC between different severity groups was significant with the exception
of that between healthy and mildly damaged leaves and that between severely damaged
and off-year leaves. For LWC, the healthy leaves were significantly distinguishable from
damaged and off-year leaves. However, the difference in LWC between damaged and
off-year groups was not statistically significant. Different damage severity groups also
showed significant difference in this factor. As for LNC, the differences between healthy;,
damaged, and off-year leaves were significant with the exception of the difference between
mildly and moderately damaged leaves.

Table 2. The significance levels of differences in RCC, LWC, and LNC between different severity groups.

Significance (p-Value)

RCC LWC LNC
Mi 0.230 0.000 ** 0.000 **
H Mo 0.000 ** 0.000 ** 0.000 **
S 0.000 ** 0.000 ** 0.000 **
(@) 0.000 ** 0.000 ** 0.000 **

Mo 0.047 * 1.000 0.070
Mi S 0.000 ** 0.169 0.000 **
(@) 0.000 ** 0.950 0.000 **
M S 0.000 ** 0.537 0.029 *
° (@) 0.000 ** 1.000 0.000 **
S (@) 0.206 0.680 0.002 **

Note: * at the significance level of 0.05; ** at the significance level of 0.01.

3.1.2. Spectra of Healthy, Damaged, and Off-Year Leaves

The spectrum curves of moso bamboo leaves had obvious peak—valley characteristics
that were similar to those of most green vegetation. However, the pest infestation changed
the physicochemical properties of host leaves, leading to spectrum distortion (Figure 5).
In the visible region, the pest damage caused the leaf reflectance to decrease in the green
band and to increase in the red band. The change magnitude increased with damage
severity. The spectral difference between damaged and healthy leaves was the most
visible in the near-infrared band. The reflectance decreased with the deterioration of
damage severity. In the shortwave-infrared region, the reflectance of damaged leaves was
generally higher than that of healthy leaves, especially at the two typical water absorption
wavelengths, i.e., near 1450 nm and 1940 nm.



Remote Sens. 2021, 13, 4146

90f18

0.5 ¢ —— Healthy
— Mildly damage
04 k- Moderately damage
‘ — Severely damage
| y g
/\ — Off-year
o 03
Q
g
3
E 02
0.1
0 | 1 | 1 | 1 | 1 | 1
350 550 750 950 1150 1350 1550 1750 1950 2150 2350

Wavelength / nm

Figure 5. The mean reflectance values of moso bamboo leaves with different levels of damage severity
calculated from measurements of 468 sampling leaves.

For off-year leaves, since the nutrients absorbed by maternal bamboo in this period
mainly served for rhizome growth, their spectral characteristics were noticeably different
from those of on-year leaves [23,59]. The reflectance of off-year leaves was noticeably
higher than that of healthy and damaged leaves in visible and near-infrared regions. In the
shortwave-infrared region, off-year leaves still had higher reflectance than healthy ones.
However, the reflectance of off-year and damaged leaves was not distinguishable.

3.2. Features Selected as Model Inputs

According to the results given by RFE, the accuracy of scenario-A and scenario-B
reached the best when the numbers of features as model inputs were 9 and 10, respectively
(Figure 6). The selected features included those linked with leaf pigment, water, nitrogen
status, and photosynthetic light use efficiency.

0.85 08 £
08t
g 075 g
-
< 51

07 F <

0.65

06 1 1 1 1 1 05 1 L 1 1 1

1 5 9 13 17 21 25 14 7 10 13 16 19 22 25 28

Feature number

Feature number

Figure 6. The RFE results of scenario-A (left) and scenario-B (right) for the training dataset. The position of the red dot
indicates that the accuracy of the model was highest when the feature numbers were 9 (scenario-A) and 10 (scenario-B).

The distinguishability of selected features for leaf damage severity was further exam-
ined (Figure 7). For scenario-A, the feature’s values generally presented clear ascension
(e.g., ARI1, ARI2, RVSI) or descension (e.g., PRI, NDWI, NDLI) trends with the aggravation
of damaged severity. The GNDVI and the LCI values of damaged leaves were lower
than those of healthy ones, but the differences between moderately and severely damaged
groups were small. The CRI values of damaged leaves first decreased and slightly increased
with the increase of damage severity. For scenario-B, GNDVI, LCIL, and MCARI values
of off-year leaves were noticeably different from those of healthy and damaged leaves.
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The GNDVI and the LCI values of off-year leaves were lower than those of healthy and
damaged ones, while the changes of MCARI values were opposite. Other features were
sensitive to pest damage, but their ability to distinguish off-year leaves was relatively weak.
In addition, the dispersion of selected features was great within the same severity group,
and their variations of damaged leaves were higher than those of healthy leaves.
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Figure 7. Variations of selected features in different groups of leaves for scenario-A (left) and scenario-B (right) for the

training dataset.

3.3. Model Performance

Table 3 shows the values of hyper-parameters of scenario-A and scenario-B as well as
their performance on the training dataset. Table 4 shows the classification results of the
two models for the validation dataset. The OA values of scenario-A were about 5% higher
than those of scenario-B for both training and validation datasets.

Table 3. Hyper-parameters of the model and the overall accuracy of the training dataset.

Hyper-Parameters

Model OA (%)
NL MD LR NE
Scenario-A 17 -1 0.1 77 81.12
Scenario-B 17 —1 0.04 80 76.54

Table 4. The OA and the GPA values of the validation dataset.

H Mi Mo S (0] GPA (%) OA (%)
H 31 1 0 0 96.88
. Mi 0 23 8 0 74.19
Scenario-A Mo 0 8 15 4 55.56 81.51
S 0 0 1 28 96.55
H 31 0 0 0 1 96.88
Mi 0 23 7 1 0 74.19
Scenario-B Mo 0 8 14 6 0 50.00 75.71
S 0 0 3 28 0 90.32
O 1 2 4 1 10 55.56

We further analyzed the damage recognition ability of each leaf group according
to GPA values. The model showed excellent ability to identify healthy and severely
damaged leaves, i.e., the GPA values were above 90%. The GPA values of scenario-A
and scenario-B for mildly damaged leaves were both 74.2%. Some of mildly damaged
leaves were misclassified into the moderately damaged group. The model had poor ability
to recognize moderately damaged leaves, with GPA values of 55.6% for scenario-A and
50.0% for scenario-B. Moderately damaged leaves were easily misclassified into mildly
and severely damaged groups. The GPA value of off-year leaves was low, i.e., they were
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easily misclassified with damaged leaves. The addition of off-year leaves in scenario-B
had impacts on the GPA of moderately and severely damaged groups. The off-year leaves
interfered with the model’s ability to identify pest damage to a certain extent, which was
likely to cause the model to overestimate the actual occurrence of pests.

4. Discussion
4.1. The Effects of PPC on Host Bamboo Leaf Spectrum

Plants release water from leaves in the forms of vapor to the atmosphere by transpira-
tion [60,61]. When the leaf is gnawed by the larvae, the relatively sealed leaf inner-space
is exposed to the external environment, causing it to appear as though there are many
unclosed stomata, thus causing profligate leaf water loss. The leaf reflectance in short-
wave infrared bands is sensitive to water content. Due to the low water content of the
damaged leaf, its reflectance in shortwave infrared bands is higher than that of the healthy
leaf [62,63].

When the damaged edges are healed, the stomatal conductance decreases due to water
deficit, therefore the transpiration rate slows down. Consequently, the leaf tissues can be
burned because the weakened transpiration cannot remove the excess heat. Meanwhile,
the transpiration pull is the main driving force for absorption and transmission of plant
water and soluble inorganic salts [64], which means the synthesis rate of photosynthetic
pigments (e.g., chlorophyll, carotenoids) of host bamboo decreases due to the lack of
essential synthesis material. Moreover, the leaf internal environment changes induced
by herbivory, hydroponic, and temperature anomalies that accelerate the degradation of
pigments [65].

Normally, the reflectance of vegetation in the visible band is mainly dominated by
pigments. The leaf reflectance increases in this spectral region when the chlorophyll
content is decreased [66]. In this study, the reflectance of damaged leaves in the red band
was higher than that of healthy leaves, which is quite logical. However, although the
chlorophyll content of damaged leaves presented a downward trend with the deterioration
of pest severity, their reflectance in the green band was lower than that of healthy leaves.
This phenomenon may be related to the leaf compensation mechanism. When the leaves
were damaged by herbivory, they compensated the photosynthesis loss by increasing the
chlorophyll content per unit area of the residual leaf [67,68]. Since the water loss rate
in damaged edges was faster than in the undamaged part, the chlorophyll distribution
in a residual leaf appeared with clearly spatial heterogeneity [69], thus inducing the
spectral difference among these parts. Two typical leaves were selected to present the
aforementioned difference (Figure 8).

0.6 £ — H-26
—S-18
05 I — S-18 (damaged part) -
S-18 (greenness part) —
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Figure 8. The spectrum difference between damaged and green parts of a leaf (S-18) and spectrum of
a healthy leaf (H-26) shown for the purpose of comparison.



Remote Sens. 2021, 13, 4146

12 of 18

The leaf reflectance in the near-infrared band was mainly affected by its structure.
There are many cavities in mesophyll spongy tissue with a great deal of reflecting surface,
which was the reason that a leaf had high reflectance in the near-infrared band. However,
the larvae destroyed the leaf tissue structure during the feeding process, thus the internal
scattering of light inside leaf was weakened, therefore leading to the decline of near-infrared
reflectance of the damaged leaf [70-72].

The chlorophyll and the water contents of off-year leaves were lower than those of
on-year bamboo leaves, resulting in higher reflectance of off-year leaves relative to that
of on-year healthy ones in visible and shortwave infrared bands. Although the nutrient
content of off-year leaves was similar to that of damaged leaves, the reflectance of off-year
leaves was noticeably higher than that of damaged ones owing to their intact structure, i.e.,
lower affected degree of inside light scattering.

4.2. The Uncertainty in Pest Severity Identification

Generally, PPC attacks the leaves at the top of the canopy first. After the leaves of
this part are eaten up, they move down and threaten the leaves in the middle and the
lower parts of the canopy. Therefore, the damaged timing of leaves at different canopy
positions differs. The leaf spectrum does not change significantly in the initial damage stage.
However, when the leaf loss amount reaches a certain threshold, weak photosynthesis and
transpiration affect various physiological activities of the host. The residual leaves appear
with disease spots due to nutrients deficiency, and their spectrum is tremendously different
from that at the initial damage stage. For instance (Figure 9a, Table 5), the indentation area
ratios of leafyjy.90 and leafyso¢1 were high, whereas the disease spots area ratios were only
3.61% and 7.41%, respectively. It can be seen that their nutrients content did not change
much, and the spectrum still retained the characteristics of normal vegetation. On the
contrary, the spectrum of those leaves with higher disease spot area ratio (e.g., leafyo-9,
leafyfo-54) had serious distortions.

Table 5. The measured factors of selected leaves.

Indentation Disease Spots

Leaf Code RCC LWC LNC Area Ratio Area Ratio LLR
Mo-9 31.90 36.59% 1.71% 3.69% 36.53% 40.22%
Mo-54 36.10 44.23% 2.08% 13.62% 33.16% 46.78%
Mo-61 45.00 40.94% 2.45% 22.49% 7.41% 29.90%
Mo-90 43.10 53.72% 2.33% 43.54% 3.61% 47.16%
H-9 36.6 63.31% 2.97% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
H-10 34.4 57.05% 2.88% 0.00% 0.00% 0.01%
H-64 46.9 53.55% 3.43% 0.00% 0.45% 0.45%
H-81 45.8 51.70% 2.94% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Additionally, the spectral differences between leaves with the same damage severity
also make pest monitoring full of uncertainty. The physiological conditions of leaves
at different canopy positions might differ considerably, and their spectra are naturally
dissimilar (Figure 9b). Since PPC indiscriminately attacks all leaves at different positions
within its activity range, there is a large dispersion of biochemical factors and spectrally
derived features within the same severity group. The dispersion of spectra within the
same damage severity group and the certain similarity of spectra among different damage
severity groups induce uncertainties in pest severity identification.
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Figure 9. The pictures and the spectrums of selected leaf samples with different ratios of indentation
and disease spots. (a) The damaged leaves with different ratios of indentation and disease spots.
(b) The healthy leaves with a different spectrum.

4.3. Weaknesses and Prospects of the Proposed Approach

Normally, a pest is not the only disturbance factor in forest ecosystems. Distinguishing
it from other disturbance agents is a critical step for monitoring it using remote sensing
data. However, this key step is often neglected in most studies [73]. Therefore, we carried
out small but important fundamental research to explore the spectral differences among
healthy, damaged, and off-year leaves. The findings are valuable for future studies.

The development of UAV technology enables us to acquire centimeter or millimeter
hyperspectral imaging data, which can be used to monitor pest damage at the canopy
scale [16]. This study shows that indices such as GNDVI, NDWI, and NDLI related to RCC,
LWC, and LNC are applicable for monitoring PPC damage at the leaf scale. Theoretically,
data from UAV platforms usable for calculating these indices might be used to monitor
PPC damage severity at the canopy scale. Sensors on UAV platforms can only detect
canopy spectra instead of leaf spectra. Thus, the applicability of UAV data for this purpose
needs further investigation. Since PPC is a typical defoliator, it is necessary to consider the
structural change of damaged canopies when remote sensing data are applied to assess
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damage severity at the canopy level. Light detection and ranging (LiDAR) proved an
effective tool for detecting canopy structures [74,75]. The combination of LiDAR and
hyperspectral data might be a solution for monitoring canopy damage caused by PPC.

Medium resolution multispectral satellite images were used to monitor forest pest
disturbances in recent decades at regional scales [7,73]. Several studies demonstrated
the applicability of satellite images (e.g., MODIS, Landsat, Sentinel, etc.) in monitoring
herbivorous insects [62,76-79]. However, the usability of multispectral satellite images for
monitoring PPC is still unclear. Satellite images have merits of large coverages and low
cost. However, moso bamboo usually grows in hilly areas with complex terrains. There are
inevitably many shadows on satellite images. The spectrum of vegetation in shadows is
distorted, imposing difficulties in monitoring PPC. The proper correction of shadow effect
is a prerequisite for monitoring PPC in hilly areas.

The off-year leaves are easily classified as damaged ones. It is necessary to distinguish
on- and off-year bamboo for better monitoring PPC. In order to differentiate on- and
off-year bamboo effectively, it is better to use remote sensing data acquired before PPC
occurrence, at least before the first generation of larvae. Li et al. [18] proposed a multi-
temporal bamboo forest index (i.e., Yearly Change Bamboo Index, YCBI) that can effectively
distinguish on- and off-year bamboo based on the interannual differences of canopy spectra
retrieved from satellite images. The application of greenness and wetness indicators in
conjunction with YCBI might be an effective way for monitoring PPC using satellite images.

5. Conclusions

In this research, the effect of PPC on the physiological condition (RCC, LWC, LNC,
spectrum) of moso bamboo leaves was explored on the basis of field measurements. The ma-
chine learning approach-based model was constructed to identify the PPC damage at the
leaf scale. The effect of off-year leaves on identification results was also discussed. The
main conclusions are summarized as follows:

(1) The RCC, the LWC, and the LNC of damaged leaves were lower than those of
healthy leaves, and the decreasing magnitude increased with the aggravation of
damaged severity. The differences in LWC among different damaged groups were not
significant. The nutrient content of off-year leaves was significantly lower than that
of healthy leaves, but its difference in LWC with damaged leaves was not obvious.

(2) The pest damage caused noticeable distortion of leaf spectrum. The reflectance of
damaged leaves decreased in the green band and increased in the red band. The re-
flectance difference between healthy and damaged leaves in the near-infrared band
was the greatest. Damaged leaves had much lower reflectance in the near-infrared
and much higher reflectance in shortwave-infrared relative to healthy leaves. The
reflectance of off-year leaves was noticeably higher than healthy and damaged leaves
in visible and near-infrared regions.

(3) Selected spectral indicators detectably differed among damage groups of leaves.
However, their values also had great variations within the same severity group due
to the physiological difference of individual leaves and the damaged timing on host
bamboo, which imposes difficulties in identifying damage severities.

(4) The proposed model can effectively distinguish the damaged leaves, and its identifica-
tion accuracy for healthy and severely damaged leaves is the best. The identification
ability of the model for moderately damaged leaves is poor, i.e., below 60%. Off-year
leaves can noticeably affect the identification results of damaged leaves since they
were easily classified as damaged ones.
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