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Abstract

Sustainable urban disaster response requires Earth observation (EO) resources to be se-
lected according to event demands, environmental conditions, sensing capabilities, and
urban targets. This study proposes an Observation Linked Open Data (O-LOD)-based
Urban Disaster Observation Task (UDOT) enhancement framework for semantic EO re-
source configuration. O-LOD organizes heterogeneous data through four dimensions,
Event, Context, Subject, and Object, which an instantiation algorithm populates as task
graphs. Layered GeoSPARQL queries then match thematic and analytical capabilities,
qualify orbit-derived observation opportunities against context and object constraints, and
rank feasible alternatives using the Observation Capability Evaluation Model (OCEM).
Evaluation on the 2020 Khartoum flood and Bobcat wildfire narrowed 202 satellite—sensor
pairs to three flood-capable and four wildfire-capable pairs and returned two Khartoum
and eight Bobcat ranked opportunities, with complete queries executing in 3.0 s and 0.07 s.
Constraint ablation and resolution sensitivity analyses identified the conditions governing
the feasible set. Publicly accessible Sentinel, Landsat, and MODIS products corroborated
both retained and excluded results, supporting water-extent and burn-severity mapping
where coverage, spectral bands, and image quality met the task requirements. O-LOD
therefore provides a traceable semantic link from disaster observation demand to qualified
and ranked EO opportunities and subsequent image assessment, supplying task-oriented
inputs for downstream scheduling and supporting context-aware sensing for sustainable
urban disaster response.

Keywords: geospatial digital twin; intelligent sensing; earth observation task planning;
knowledge graph; linked open data; urban disaster response; sustainable urban resilience

1. Introduction

Urban disasters, including floods, storms, landslides, and other climate-related haz-
ards, increasingly threaten the resilience and sustainability of cities [1-4]. Effective disaster
monitoring is therefore closely related to sustainable cities and communities, climate adapta-
tion, and resilient infrastructure [5]. Geospatial digital twins have emerged as an important
paradigm for representing and managing urban systems by connecting virtual city models
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with sensing data and decision-support processes [6-8]. In emergency contexts, however,
their operational value depends not only on the fidelity of the virtual representation, but
also on whether timely, reliable, and context-appropriate observations can be obtained [9].
Earth observation (EO) resources consequently constitute an essential sensing component
of geospatial digital twins for sustainable urban disaster response [10].

Urban disaster monitoring requires high-level information demands to be translated
into observation requirements that can be matched with available satellite platforms,
sensors, and observation opportunities [11-15]. Resource discovery based on spatial,
temporal, and thematic criteria has long been a central goal of the Sensor Web [16,17].
However, disaster-oriented EO resource planning involves more than retrieving existing
products or identifying satellites whose nominal footprints cover an area of interest: as
urban emergency scenarios become more complex, EO resources must be prospectively
configured under changing environmental conditions, limited sensing opportunities, and
target-specific observation demands [18,19].

Current EO catalogues, data platforms, and scheduling methods provide important
but partial support for this process. The Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)
and the Observing Systems Capability Analysis and Review Tool (OSCAR) provide rich
descriptions of platforms, sensors, and observation capabilities [20,21], but offer limited
support for binding these descriptions to dynamic disaster contexts and vulnerable urban
targets. Cloud-based platforms such as Google Earth Engine (GEE) and the Hazards Data
Distribution System (HDDS) support the discovery and analysis of archived or disaster-
related imagery [22,23], but they are not primarily designed to formulate observation
demands before acquisition. Satellite scheduling and optimization studies address resource
allocation after observation tasks and candidate resources have been defined [24-26]. Al-
though these methods model operational constraints effectively, their task inputs commonly
remain limited to predefined time windows, geographic regions, priorities, and resource
parameters, with less explicit representation of weather conditions, hazard exposure, urban-
object vulnerability, and their semantic relationships [10,27-29].

Ontologies provide a machine-interpretable basis for reducing this semantic gap, but
existing models differ substantially in purpose and scope. The Semantic Sensor Network
(SSN) ontology and its lightweight Sensors, Observations, Samples, and Actuators (SOSA)
core provide general and interoperable descriptions of sensors, observations, samples,
procedures, and actuators [30-32], but do not directly define disaster-oriented resource
qualification. The Sensor Observation Capability Association (SOCA) ontology and the
Observation Capability Association Graph (OCAGraph) represent inherent and dynamic
sensor capabilities and their associations [33,34], yet remain primarily capability-centered
and provide limited connections to environmental context and vulnerable urban objects.
The Flood Process Observation Ontology (OFPO) formalizes flood observation processes
and workflows [35], but is designed for a specific hazard domain rather than cross-disaster
resource prioritization. The RSISO ontology integrates remote sensing imagery, derived
products, and in situ observations [36], while event logic graphs represent event relation-
ships and task dependencies in disaster-chain observation planning [37]. GEOSatDB struc-
tures global civil satellite metadata [38], and RSEW-KG organizes multi-source knowledge
for remote sensing early warning [39]. These approaches contribute important semantic
components, but none provides a unified task-oriented mechanism for linking disaster
events, environmental conditions, sensing opportunities, sensor capabilities, and urban
observation targets during resource qualification and prioritization.

Linked Open Data (LOD) and geospatial knowledge graphs provide the integration
foundation required for such a mechanism [40]. KnowWhereGraph and GeoGraphVis
demonstrate how heterogeneous environmental, geographic, and disaster information can
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be connected for knowledge discovery and decision support [41,42]. GeoSPARQL and
related geospatial linked-data technologies further enable spatial representation, querying,
and reasoning over Resource Description Framework (RDF) graphs [43—46]. Nevertheless,
most geospatial knowledge graphs are used primarily for data integration, exploratory
querying, visualization, or retrospective analysis. The remaining limitation is not simply
the availability of spatial predicates such as containment and intersection, but the absence
of task semantics that explain why a spatial relation, contextual condition, or sensing
capability is relevant to a particular observation demand. Consequently, current approaches
remain limited in answering which EO resources can observe which urban targets, during
which opportunities, under which environmental conditions, and with what traceable
supporting evidence.

This limitation is particularly consequential for geospatial digital twins and intelligent
sensing. A digital twin for urban disaster response should not only represent changes in
urban space but also support the sensing actions required to update, inspect, and reason
about those changes [9,10], and it is precisely this task-oriented semantic layer that existing
digital-twin studies, EO catalogues, sensor ontologies, and geospatial knowledge graphs
leave unspecified [6-8,40—46].

To address this need, an Observation Linked Open Data (O-LOD)-based Urban Disas-
ter Observation Task (UDOT) enhancement framework is developed. Grounded in DOLCE
+ DnS Ultralite (DUL) [47], O-LOD organizes EO task knowledge into four interacting
dimensions: ObservationEvent, ObservationContext, ObservationSubject, and Observa-
tionObject. A boundary model and an instantiation algorithm transform heterogeneous
open and domain data into an RDF-based semantic configuration space, in which intrinsic
resource requirements and cross-dimensional event—context—subject—object constraints are
evaluated through GeoSPARQL queries. Feasible resources are then prioritized using
an ontology-embedded scoring function adapted from the Observation Capability Eval-
uation Model (OCEM) [48], extending the workflow from binary candidate pruning to
capability-based ranking. The contribution is twofold: O-LOD provides a unified and
traceable representation of disaster events, environmental conditions, sensing capabilities,
and vulnerable urban targets, and the enhanced UDOT workflow supports prospective
resource configuration, prioritized candidate selection, and post-event EO data discovery.
The framework is assessed on two contrasting cases, the 2020 Khartoum flood and the
2020 Bobcat wildfire, using constraint-ablation experiments, query and graph-construction
measurements, and archived EO imagery to examine the effects of the four semantic di-
mensions, computational performance, candidate ranking, and the usability of the selected
resources relative to excluded or lower-ranked alternatives.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents the proposed
UDOT enhancement framework. Section 3 describes the two case studies and reports the
experimental results. Section 4 discusses the implications, comparative assessment, and
sustainability relevance of the framework. Section 5 concludes the paper and outlines
future research directions.

2. UDOT Enhancement Framework
2.1. Framework Components

Figure 1 presents the overall architecture of the proposed framework, which translates
disaster-oriented observation needs into semantically explicit EO resource plans. Through
O-LOD, the framework connects urban disaster events, environmental context, urban
observation targets, and EO sensing resources so that observation requirements can be
evaluated through RDF graph patterns, temporal conditions, and GeoSPARQL spatial
predicates. The workflow consists of five phases:
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Urban Disaster Event (Trigger): An identified urban disaster event triggers observation
requirements and defines the task’s spatiotemporal and thematic scope.

O-LOD Harvesting: Heterogeneous open and domain datasets describing the event,
environmental and socioeconomic context, urban objects, EO platforms, and sensors
are collected and qualified according to the O-LOD boundary model.

O-LOD Instantiation: Qualified data are transformed into RDF triples and organized
as a semantically interlinked knowledge graph. This phase establishes the semantic
configuration space for UDOT formulation.

UDOT Configuration: Fine-grained observation intents are translated into dimension-
specific and cross-dimensional constraints. These constraints jointly express event
requirements, environmental conditions, target characteristics, and the availability
and capabilities of EO resources. Constrained evaluation returns EO resources and
observation opportunities satisfying the declared constraints, together with the evi-
dence supporting their qualification. When several feasible alternatives remain, an
OCEM-based score prioritizes them.

Observation Response: The ranked, evidence-linked resource plan supports subse-
quent mission scheduling or image acquisition for disaster-oriented analysis.
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Figure 1. Overview of the UDOT enhancement framework.

2.2. O-LOD Conceptual Design
2.2.1. Design Rationale and Scope

Urban disaster response requires EO resources to be configured not only according

to where and when an event occurs, but also according to the environmental conditions,
urban-object characteristics, and available sensing capabilities. Therefore, O-LOD organizes
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the UDOT knowledge space around four mutually constrained semantic dimensions: Obser-
vationEvent (E), ObservationContext (C), ObservationSubject (S), and ObservationObject
(O). Formally, this O-LOD knowledge space is represented as K = <E, C, S, O>. The event
defines the disaster-driven observation demand; the context captures environmental and so-
cioeconomic conditions that affect observation feasibility and priority; the subject describes
EO platforms, their predicted opportunities, and the sensors that can perform observation;
and the object represents urban entities whose exposure, criticality, or monitoring need
motivates sensing.

Figure 2 illustrates how O-LOD transforms conventional observation requirements
into a semantically enriched configuration space for fine-grained observation task configu-
ration. Observation requirements are conventionally expressed as coarse specifications in
a Spatial-Temporal-Thematic space, R(S pr T, Th). O-LOD expands this representation
into K = (E, C, S, O), in which each dimension retains spatial, temporal, and thematic
characteristics while performing a distinct semantic role. Together, the entities and re-
lations in these four dimensions constitute the semantic configuration space in which
multidimensional UDOTs are formulated.
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Figure 2. Conceptual refinement of a UDOT from Spatial-Temporal-Thematic requirements to the
four-dimensional O-LOD configuration space (1 and * indicate one-to-many cardinality).

2.2.2. O-LOD Boundary

Figure 3 presents the radial and hierarchical architecture of the O-LOD boundary
model, which defines how candidate open spatiotemporal datasets are qualified and classi-
fied before entering the knowledge graph. The model defines three levels that progressively
refine the granularity of knowledge organization:

e Theme: Represents the four core dimensions of O-LOD. A harvested dataset must
contribute task-relevant evidence to at least one dimension in K.

e  Parameter: Represents a controlled data or knowledge category within a theme. For
example, remote sensing satellites constitute a parameter category of EO resources
within the Subject dimension.

e Instance: Represents a concrete entity within a category. For example, Fengyun-3D
can be represented as an instance of a remote sensing satellite.
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Figure 3. Architecture and an illustrative instantiation of the O-LOD boundary model.

The outermost layer represents candidate multisource datasets eligible for O-LOD
construction. It first tests each source for task relevance and then assigns qualified con-
tent to an appropriate parameter category. For example, hourly records retrieved from
the World Weather Online API are qualified under ObservationContext and classified
as dynamic meteorological evidence, from which precipitation, cloud cover, and wind
attributes can be instantiated. At the parameter level, semantically equivalent fields from
heterogeneous sources are mapped to shared categories before their instances are created.
This organization keeps the graph focused on task-relevant evidence while preserving a

common structure across data sources.

2.3. O-LOD Ontology Design
The boundary model determines which data may enter the graph, whereas the
ontology specifies how disaster-oriented observation knowledge is organized and re-
lated. As shown in Figure 4, the ontology comprises four modules aligned with the
dimensions of the conceptual model and with relevant DUL categories [48]. Their cross-
module relations form a demand—context-resource—target structure: an ObservationEvent
o_lod:requiresObservation from an ObservationSubject and o_lod:existsIn an Observa-
tionContext; the ObservationContext o_lod:contains relevant ObservationObjects and
o_lod:influences the suitability of an ObservationSubject; and the ObservationSubject
o_lod:observes the target object and o_lod:providesObservation for the ObservationEvent.
The ontology adopts two complementary levels of relations. The high-level properties
above express the conceptual interactions among the four modules, whereas module-
specific properties describe event time and space, environmental elements, platform-sensor
associations, sensing capabilities, spatiotemporal availability, and object features. This
organization preserves the overall semantics of the observation task while providing the
detailed paths required for RDF and GeoSPARQL queries. The principal relations used to

interpret Figures 4-8 are summarized in Table 1.
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Figure 4. The O-LOD ontology modules, core classes, and relations aligned with DUL.
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Table 1. Core O-LOD relation glossary.

Relation Domain Range Semantic Definition
Expresses an event-driven demand for
o_lod:requiresObservation ObservationEvent ObservationSubject an EO subject capable of providing the
required observation.
o_lod:providesObservation ObservationSubject ObservationEvent Expressgs the obserV§tlon response that
a subject can provide for an event.
Associates an event with the
o_lod:existsIn ObservationEvent ObservationContext geographical and socioeconomic
context in which the observation
demand arises.
Indicates that contextual conditions
o_lod:influences ObservationContext ObservationSubject affect the suitability or priority of an EO
subject.
o_lod:contains ObservationContext ObservationObject Assoaates a context with the.urban
objects relevant to the observation task.
o_lod:observes ObservationSubject ObservationObject Relates an EO subject to the physical
target of observation.
o_lod:hasEventTime/o_lod:hasObservationTime ObservationEvent ObservationTime Links an event to the temporal interval
of its observation demand.
o_lod:hasEventSpace/o_lod:hasObservationSpace ObservationEvent ObservationSpace Links an evenet):t(;:f geographical
o_lod:hasDisasterType/o_lod:hasObservationTheme ObservationEvent ObservationTheme Links an event tots disaster-oriented
observation theme.
Relates thematic requirements or
o_lod:hasObservationParameter ObservationTheme; Sensor ObservationParameter sensor capabilities to a controlled
observation parameter.
o_lod:Carries ObservationPlatform Sensor Relates an EO platform to an onboard
sensor.
. . . . Describes the spatial coverage and
o_lod:hasSpatioTemporalSet ObservationPlatform SpatioTemporalSet temporal availability of an EO platform.
o_lod:hasGeometry/geo:asWKT Spatial entity Geometry/geo:wktLiteral Provides the geometry used to evaluate

spatial relations.

2.3.1. ObservationEvent Module

The ObservationEvent module formalizes the disaster occurrence that initiates an
observation demand (Figure 5). An ObservationEvent is characterized by an Observation-
Theme, an ObservationTime Teyt, and an ObservationSpace Beyt. The ObservationTheme
describes the disaster type and associated observation parameters, the ObservationTime

https://doi.org/10.3390/su18168601
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defines the interval over which the demand is active, and the ObservationSpace specifies
the affected or task-relevant geographical extent. These elements provide a common event
reference for connecting contextual conditions, target objects, and EO resources.

2.3.2. ObservationContext Module

The ObservationContext module represents the environmental and human-system
conditions in which an observation task is formulated (Figure 6). It comprises Geographi-
calEnvironment and SocialEnvironment. GeographicalEnvironment describes physical and
dynamic conditions such as terrain, elevation, hydrography, hazard extent, and weather,
whereas SocialEnvironment describes administrative, demographic, and other socioeco-
nomic characteristics. Contextual elements may be spatially and temporally qualified,
allowing the ontology to represent both relatively stable background conditions and dy-
namic conditions that influence the feasibility or priority of EO resources.

2.3.3. ObservationSubject Module

The ObservationSubject module represents the EO resources capable of perform-
ing observations (Figure 7). It distinguishes an ObservationPlatform from the sensors
carried by that platform. The platform is associated with its spatial coverage and tem-
poral availability through a SpatioTemporalSet, whereas each Sensor is associated with
ObservationCapabilities describing the phenomena or parameters it can observe and its
relevant sensing characteristics, enabling an observation requirement to be matched to an
EO platform-sensor combination.

2.3.4. ObservationObject Module

The ObservationObject module represents the physical urban targets that motivate
an observation task (Figure 8). It classifies objects into functional categories such as ac-
commodation, transportation, healthcare, education, emergency facilities, communication
infrastructure, and industrial facilities. Each object may be described by geometry, type,
source identifier, and task-relevant attributes.

Urban vulnerability is represented through combinations of object-related indicators
rather than a universal binary attribute. Such indicators may describe hazard exposure,
structural susceptibility, functional criticality, population or service dependence, accessi-
bility, land use, and observed damage or deformation. This structure is consistent with
multivariate remote-sensing-based infrastructure vulnerability assessment [49,50] and al-
lows different disaster-oriented tasks to select and combine the indicators relevant to their
target objects. The ontology thus provides a semantic structure for object characterization
without prescribing a single vulnerability model for all hazards.

2.4. Semantic Formulation of UDOTs
2.4.1. O-LOD Instantiation

The Spatiotemporal-Thematic Constrained Instantiation Algorithm constructs the
instance graph Gj,s; = (V, A) from heterogeneous object, context, and EO-resource sources
(Algorithm 1). Its input event is represented as Eprigger = < Type, Teot, Bevt >, where Tyt
and B,y denote the event interval and geographical extent. The functions Fsp, Fin, and Fy,
test spatial, temporal, and thematic relevance, respectively. Source records that satisfy the
applicable constraints are mapped to O-LOD classes and properties; their geometries and
times are represented in forms suitable for GeoSPARQL and temporal comparison.

https://doi.org/10.3390/su18168601
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Algorithm 1: Spatiotemporal-thematic constrained instantiation algorithm.

Input: Eyjge.r: Disaster trigger event < Type, Teot, Beot >; Dopj, Detx, Dsup:
Heterogeneous object, context, and EO-resource data sources; Ko op: O-LOD ontology
Output: Gj,s = (V, A): Instantiated O-LOD knowledge graph

1. Initialize Gjs with v, «— InstantiateEvent (Eygeer, Ko_rop)

2. Ogpt ¢ ThemeParameters(Type, Ko 1op); Attach(ve, Teot, Beot, Ocot)

3. //Phase 1: Spatial-Thematic Object Instantiation

4. Oy Query(Dobj)

5.  foreach x € Oyyy:

6. if Fsp(x, Beot) A Fth(x, @gvt) then

7. vy < Instantiate(x, Ko 1op.Object); AddEdge(ve,v,)

8. //Phase 2: Spatiotemporal Context Instantiation

9. Craw — Query(DCtx)

10. foreach x € Cyy:

11. if Fsp(x, Beot) A Fim (X, Teot) then

12. ve < Instantiate(x, Ko pop.Context); AddEdge(v,, v.)

13. //Phase 3: Spatiotemporal Subject Instantiation

14. Py < Query(Dgyp)

15. foreach p € Py

16. Qp ¢ CarriedSensors(p)

17. Ap « {a € SpatioTemporalSets(p, Qp, Teot) | Fsp(a, Beot) A Fim (a, Teot) }
18. vs <— InstantiateResource (p, Qp, Ap,Ko_rop-Subject ); AddEdge(vs, v )
19.  Gijpst — linkDimensions(Giyst, Ko 1op)

20. Return Gj,q

The algorithm first instantiates the event and resolves its thematic parameters. Its three
phases then instantiate spatially and thematically relevant urban objects, spatiotemporally
relevant contextual records, and EO resource subgraphs. For each platform, Q, denotes its
carried sensors and A, denotes the platform-owned spatiotemporal sets satisfying the event
area and interval. InstantiateResource creates platform, sensor, and spatiotemporal set
instances together with the o_lod:Carries and o_lod:hasSpatioTemporalSet relations. Sensor
capability and platform availability remain connected through their common platform
node. The resulting instances are connected according to the inter-module relations defined
in Section 2.3. Stable Internationalized Resource Identifiers (IRIs) are assigned in accordance
with Linked Data vocabulary-use principles [51], forming the configuration space on which
UDQOT constraints are evaluated.

2.4.2. UDOT Configuration

Following the construction of Gj,s;, UDOT configuration maps an observation intent
to constraints over the four O-LOD dimensions. In the virtual scenario shown in Figure 9,
ObservationEvent specifies the task area and interval; ObservationSubject supplies an
optical sensing resource, its observation parameter, and spatiotemporal availability; Obser-
vationContext provides weather and terrain conditions; and ObservationObject identifies
the target type, geometry, and elevation. Temporal and spatial relations connect these
elements into a jointly qualified opportunity set.
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paceName: Wuhan Ci
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Figure 9. Virtual scenario illustrating multidimensional UDOT qualification and the subsequent
OCEM ranking of feasible EO opportunities.

Let E, C, S, and O denote the sets of event, context, subject, and object instances in Gj;,s;.
For a particular UDOT, e € E is the trigger event, ¢ € C is the relevant contextual evidence,
o € O is a target object or target set, and s € S denotes an EO subject associated with a
specific spatiotemporal set. The qualified subject set is

§* = {s € S[Catr(s,0,¢c,e) A Cent(s,0,c,e)}, 1

where Cgtr and Cent denote dimension-specific and cross-dimensional constraints, respec-
tively. Dimension-specific constraints evaluate attributes within each O-LOD dimension:

Cattr(5,0,¢,¢) = Cg P (e) A CZM(c) A CGP (s) A CHT*(0), )

where Cj- "7 checks the completeness of the event specification, C2*/*¢ evaluates declared

contextual thresholds, Cgﬂp tests the requested observation parameters and sensing capabil-
ities, and Cg P¢ tests the target category and intrinsic object attributes.

https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/su18168601


https://doi.org/10.3390/su18168601

Sustainability 2026, 18, 8601

13 of 31

Cross-dimensional constraints require graph paths connecting two or more dimen-
sions:

Cent(s,0,c,e) = C?g”e(e,s) A ngace(e,s) A ng“’(c,s) A ng“““”(c,o) A ng”ess(s,o). 3)

Here, ng” and C;ps”cg compare a subject’s availability with the event interval and area;

thl?" associates that availability with context valid at the same time; Crceg’”o” evaluates the

L . . . it
target against its environmental or socioeconomic context; and Cgloness tests whether the

sensing resource is suitable for the target scale and observation purpose. Consequently,
a subject that satisfies a capability requirement within the Subject dimension is retained
only when its availability also satisfies the relevant Event, Context, and Object relations
shown in Figure 9. The constraints can be translated into a coupled GeoSPARQL graph
pattern. Table 2 gives a compact fragment corresponding to Figure 9; prefix declarations
and selected literal attributes are omitted for readability.

Table 2. Multidimensional GeoSPARQL query corresponding to the UDOT in Figure 9.

PREFIX o_lod: <http:/ /bigdatasensing.cn/o_lod />

PREFIX geof: <http://www.opengis.net/def/function/geosparql/>

PREFIXuom:  <http://www.opengis.net/def/uom/OGC/1.0/>

PREFIXxsd:  <http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema#>

SELECT DISTINCT ?satellite ?sensor ?opportunity ?object

WHERE { ?eventa o_lod:ObservationEvent ;
o_lod:hasObservationTime ?eventTime ;
o_lod:hasObservationSpace/o_lod:BoundingBox ?eventArea ;
o_lod:hasObservationTheme/o_lod:hasObservationParameter ?requiredParameter .

?eventTime o_lod:StartTime ?taskStart ; o_lod:EndTime ?taskEnd .

?satellite a o_lod:satellite ; o_lod:Carries ?sensor ;
o_lod:hasSpatioTemporalSet ?opportunity .

?sensor o_lod:Sensor_Type ?sensorType ;
o_lod:hasObservationParameter ?requiredParameter .

?opportunity o_lod:StartTime ?passStart ; o_lod:EndTime ?passEnd ;
o_lod:Geometry ?footprint .

?context a o_lod:GeographicalEnvironment ;
o_lod:hasWeatherCondition ?weather ; o_lod:hasWaterway ?river ;
o_lod:hasElevation/o_lod:AverageElevation ?meanElevation .

?weather o_lod:StartMeasureTime ?weatherStart ;
o_lod:EndMeasureTime ?weatherEnd ; o_lod:Cloudcover ?cloud .

?river o_lod:Geometry ?riverGeometry .

?object a o_lod:college ; o_lod:Geometry ?objectGeometry .

BIND(geof:buffer(?riverGeometry, 1000, uom:metre) AS ?riverBuffer)

BIND(o_lod:dem_value(?objectGeometry) AS ?objectElevation)

FILTER(LCASE(STR(?sensorType)) = “optical”)

FILTER(?taskStart <= ?passStart && ?passEnd <= ?taskEnd &&

?weatherStart <= ?passStart && ?passEnd <= ?weatherEnd && xsd:double(?cloud) < 50)
FILTER(geof:sfIntersects(?eventArea, ?footprint) &&

geof:sfContains(?footprint, 2objectGeometry) &&

geof:sfintersects(?riverBuffer, 2objectGeometry))

FILTER(?objectElevation < ?meanElevation)

}

The shared ObservationParameter resource aligns event demand with sensor capabil-
ity, GeoSPARQL property paths compress multi-hop navigation, and RDF Schema (RDFS)
subclass entailment allows subclasses of ObservationObject to satisfy a general target re-
quirement, and the opportunity and context paths bind the temporal and spatial predicates
to explicit graph entities. GeoSPARQL therefore evaluates the spatial relations, while
O-LOD provides the typed cross-dimensional paths and evidence bindings through which
those relations acquire task-specific meaning.

If |S*| > 1, the qualified alternatives are subsequently ordered using an adaption of
OCEM. For normalized decisive factors x;, weighted factors x;, weights w;, and scaling
coefficient a, the score is

OCEM(s) = | [ exp(1 + axy) |exp (1 + (XW) (4)
deD Liew Wi
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The factors summarize the coverage, thematic, environmental, temporal, revisit, reso-
lution, and spectral or radiometric characteristics of the qualified resources. OCEM is used
only to prioritize the members of S*; it does not alter the multidimensional qualification
model defined in Equations (1)-(3).

3. Experiments and Results

The proposed framework was evaluated using two urban disaster cases: the 2020
Khartoum flood and the 2020 Bobcat wildfire. For each case, multisource data describing the
event, observation context, EO resources, and urban objects were instantiated as an O-LOD
knowledge graph and queried to discover, qualify, and rank observation opportunities.
Archived EO products were subsequently retrieved to verify representative selected and
excluded results.

3.1. Study Areas and Open Data Sources
3.1.1. Study Areas

Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, lies near the confluence of the White and Blue Niles
and contains dense urban infrastructure within a low-relief, flood-prone environment
(Figure 10a). In September 2020, severe flooding affected much of Sudan, with Khar-
toum State among the most affected areas. The study area spans 32.3426-32.7215° E and
15.3696-15.7343° N, and the task window extends from 5 September 2020 06:00 to 10 Septem-
ber 2020 18:00. Its combination of riverine flood exposure, urban infrastructure, terrain
variation, and changing weather provides a representative setting for flood-oriented EO
resource planning. The Bobcat Fire occurred in the Angeles National Forest, California,
and began on 6 September 2020 in the mountainous area surrounding Mount Wilson
(Figure 10b). The study area spans 118.07-118.02° W and 34.20-34.25° N, and the task
window extends from 6 September to 1 October 2020. Its combination of rapidly changing
fire conditions, rugged terrain, nearby critical infrastructure, and variable atmospheric
conditions provides a contrasting setting for wildfire-oriented EO resource planning.

32430°E 32.630°E 1 18.0I55°W 1 I8.0§5°W

15.650°N -

15.450°N ¢ R

ey
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(a) Khartoum AOI (b) Bobcat AOI

Figure 10. Boundaries of the two study areas.

3.1.2. Open Data Sources

Table 3 summarizes the data used to instantiate the two case graphs and evaluate the
resulting resource-planning decisions, covering linked place and urban-feature records,
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hourly atmospheric and terrain information, two-line element sets (TLEs), platform and
sensor-capability descriptions, and the historical Bobcat perimeter.

Table 3. Overview of selected data sources.

Source

Type Graph Dimension or Function Data Used

DBpedia, GeoNames

External identifiers and general place

LOD Event/Object . .
information

Khartoum waterways and roads; Bobcat

OpenStreetMap LOD Context/Object roads, facilities, power, and
communication objects
World Weather Online oD Context Historical hourly moc'lelgd weather linked
to opportunity intervals
AWS Terrain Tiles/SRTM oD Context Numeric DEMs for Khartoum and Mount
Wilson terrain queries
. Historical TLEs and NORAD identifiers
Space-Track/CelesTrak oD Subject for SGP4 opportunity generation
CEOS, OSCAR, UCS oD Subject Platform, sensor, obsgl.‘vatlon—parameter,
and capability facts
SOCDB LD Subject Curated loc'al sensor-capability fé}CtS and
normalized parameter mappings
NIFC/USFS perimeter OD Event/Context Historical BOb.C at Fire perimeter and
target-distance evidence
Sentinel, Landsat, and MODIS product
Public STAC catalogues OD Archive discovery and validation identifiers, footprints, bands, and scene

quality

LOD: Linked Open Data; OD: Open Data; LD: Local Data.

Public SpatioTemporal Asset Catalog (STAC) services [52] were used as external
archive-discovery interfaces rather than as an O-LOD semantic dimension. The qualified
opportunities were associated with archive records to examine product coverage, scene
cloud, readable bands, and image-derived monitoring evidence. Observation time and
provenance were retained so that contextual information and product-level measurements
remained distinguishable in the graph.

3.2. Cross-Case O-LOD Knowledge Graph Instantiation

The source records listed in Table 3 were harvested and transformed by the O-LOD in-
stantiation algorithm described in Section 2.4.1. Historical TLEs identified through satellite
NORAD numbers were propagated with sensor swath widths to instantiate satellite-owned
hasSpatioTemporalSet nodes; each node records its sensor, time interval, and well-known
text (WKT) footprint. Hourly weather records were represented as weather conditions
of the geographical environment through the existing hasWeatherCondition relation and
were matched to opportunity intervals by temporal conditions in the task queries. Source
identifiers and provenance links were retained for externally derived entities, and the
resulting RDF datasets were loaded into GraphDB (Ontotext, Sofia, Bulgaria) [53] for
GeoSPARQL evaluation.

The Khartoum experiment used the approximately 566,000-statement base graph to-
gether with named graphs containing TLE- and swath-derived observation opportunities
(22,510 statements), hourly weather records (4957 statements), and normalized sensor capa-
bilities (2647 statements). Complete orbit and swath inputs were available for 143 satellites.
Of the 202 satellite—sensor pairs described in the capability graph, 173 pairs on 96 satel-
lites produced 1023 intersections with the area of interest (AOI). The 144 hourly weather
records provided the temporal context evaluated for these opportunities, and the capa-
bility graph supplied normalized resolution and swath values together with 306 explicit
spectral-band descriptions.
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For the Bobcat case, the same algorithm generated a 25,013-statement task graph
from the historical fire perimeter, 600 hourly weather records, SRTM terrain data, 1955
OpenStreetMap (OSM)-derived urban objects, and the shared EO-resource graph. It reuses
136 satellite and 104 sensor IRIs and contains 15 predicted observation opportunities, of
which eight satisfy the task constraints.

Graph construction and query execution were performed on an Apple M3 Max com-
puter (Apple Inc., Cupertino, CA, USA) with 14 CPU cores and 36 GB memory, using
GraphDB 10.8.4, RDF4] 4.3.15, and Java 21.0.6. During query timing, the full GraphDB
repository contained 883,358 explicit and inferred statements across the default graph and
the experiment-specific named graphs. Separately, instantiation of the 25,013-statement
Bobcat task graph from prepared source records averaged 3.544 4 0.329 s over five runs.

Figure 11 presents a simplified view of representative Khartoum instances within the
four ontology modules. It shows how the disaster event is connected to its observation
theme, time, and space; how terrain and social information form the observation context;
and how EO platforms, spatiotemporal sets, and urban objects retain links to CEOS, OSCAR,
GeoNames, DBpedia, OSM, and the source geospatial datasets.
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Figure 11. Composition and representative semantic links of the instantiated knowledge graph.

3.3. Formulation of UDOTs

Disaster observations become operationally useful when the detected hazard can be
related to urban elements whose accessibility or function may be affected. In Khartoum,
monitoring surface-water expansion along the Blue Nile and its relation to nearby roads can
indicate where flood conditions may disrupt urban access. In the Bobcat case, characterizing
burn severity around Mount Wilson can support the prioritization of post-fire inspection
for critical and surrounding infrastructure. These two monitoring needs were formulated
as the UDOT configurations in Table 4.
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Table 4. Monitoring needs and ontology-aligned configurations of the two UDOTs.

Q—LOI.) Role Khartoum Flood Bobcat Wildfire
Dimension
Detect surface-water expansion along Characterize burn severity around Mount Wilson
Observation Monitoring objective and theme the Blue Nile and relate it to roads that and relate it to critical and surrounding
Event Event AOI and observation window may affect urban accessibility infrastructure
Khartoum AOI; 5-10 September 2020 Mount Wilson AOI 6 September—1 October 2020
Observation Acquisition conditions Hourly cloud cover < 50% Hourly cloud cover < 50%
- . . Blue Nile 2 km corridor and contextual Historical fire perimeter and contextual mean
Context Hazard and terrain setting . .
mean elevation of 388 m. elevation of 1365.05 m
Flood-theme parameter match; Green All four wildfire-theme parameters; NIR and
Observation Thematic and analytical capabilit and SWIR1 bands; resolution < 30 m SWIR2 bands; resolution < 30 m.
Subiect Observation 4 it nlft y TLE-derived opportunity within the TLE-derived opportunity within the task
ubjec Servation opportunity observation window; AOI coverage > window; AOI coverage > 0.8; solar elevation
0.8; solar elevation > 0° >10°
Observation Residential roads within the river Mount Wilson and surrounding infrastructure;
. Urban target and hazard relation corridor with mean DEM elevation the target is within 100 m of the fire perimeter
Object .
below the contextual average and above the contextual mean elevation
Several task conditions are parameterized from the ObservationContext dimension
rather than fixed globally. The minimum solar elevation is one such parameter: over
the low-relief Khartoum plain, water delineation is insensitive to illumination geometry,
so any daylight acquisition is admissible (>0°), whereas over the rugged Mount Wilson
terrain low sun angles introduce cast shadow and slope—aspect illumination differences
that propagate into dNBR, so a stricter minimum (>10°) is imposed.
3.4. UDOT Query Execution and Results
3.4.1. Layered Construction of UDOT Queries
The UDOT queries were constructed and executed in two layers. The first layer re-
trieved satellite-sensor pairs and their observation opportunities together with the values
required to test the task conditions. It did not calculate an OCEM score, allowing each con-
dition to be removed in turn and the query to be re-executed for the ablation analysis. The
second layer applied all conditions simultaneously and ranked the qualified opportunities
with OCEM. The principal GeoSPARQL constructions in the two layers are summarized
in Table 5.
Table 5. Layered construction and experimental roles of the UDOT queries (Ellipses indicate omitted
arguments or query patterns).
Representative GeoSPARQL
Layer Query Component Construction Role
?event
Event and subiect o_lod:hasObservationSpace/o_lod:BoundingBox Retrieves resource pairs and tests theme, band,
ventand subjec ?eventArea; o_lod:hasObservationTheme ?theme. and resolution requirements.
?satellite o_lod:Carries ?sensor.
?satellite o_lod:hasSpatioTemporalSet ?opportunity. . s . .
First Observation opportunity ?opportunity o_lod:StartTime ?start; Binds the a;qrtnsltloillélm?, io?tgrlgt,r?redlcted
o_lod:EndTime ?end; o_lod:Geometry ?footprint. coverage, and sofar elevation.
?opportunity o_lod:hasModeledWeatherEvidence
?weather. Binds cloud cover and the task-specific spatial
Context and object ?weather o_lod:Cloudcover ?cloudCover. and terrain relation sp P
BIND(geof:distance(. . .) AS ?hazardDistance) ’
BIND(o_lod:dem_value(. ..) AS ?objectElevation)
BINDY(. .. AS ?themeQualified) .
Constraint output BINDX. .. AS ?coverageQualified) Retg;?s;ﬁi?ﬁ;? ;nizeaﬁ’)aliits;(r)ﬂgénon
BINDX(. .. AS ?contextQualified) ’
FILTER(?themeQualified && ?analysisQualified Retain tuniti tisfving all
Second Full qualification && ?timeQualified && ?coverageQualified && f:;uar— dsir(r)llzfl(s)iolrial t:sslf 20;3; tiognas
?weatherQualified && ?contextObjectQualified) ’
BIND(o_lod:ocem_planning_score(. ..) AS L.
OCEM ranking 2ocemScore) Calculates the priority score and orders all

ORDER BY DESC(?ocemScore)

qualified opportunities.
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The task-specific Context-Object clauses were implemented in the first layer. For
Khartoum, they selected residential roads inside the 2 km Blue Nile corridor whose DEM-
derived mean elevation was below the contextual average. For Bobcat, they evaluated the
distance and terrain relation between Mount Wilson and the fire perimeter. The custom
RDF4] function o_lod:dem_value() accepts a WGS 84 WKT geometry and returns the mean
of the intersecting valid DEM cells. The second layer applied the OCEM-based evaluation
through o_lod:ocem_planning_score(). Its inputs were the query-bound coverage, thematic
conformity, cloud-cover effect, response timeliness, time coverage, revisit frequency, and spatial
and spectral conformity. Across ten warm GraphDB executions, direct calls to o_lod:dem_value()
and o_lod:ocem_planning_score() averaged 0.0043 = 0.0014 s and 0.0056 = 0.0016 s, respectively.

3.4.2. Constraint Contribution and Ranked Configuration Results

Table 6 summarizes the results obtained as the query conditions were applied
successively. Satellite—sensor pairs and observation opportunities are reported sepa-
rately because the theme, band, and resolution conditions are evaluated at the resource
level, whereas space, time, daylight, context, and object conditions are evaluated for
individual opportunities.

Table 6. Numbers of resources and opportunities returned by successive UDOT queries.

Entity Type Configuration Stage Khartoum Bobcat
Available resource pairs 202 202
ObservationTheme
Satellite-sensor pair parameter qualified 146 126
Requested-analysis
3 4
capable

TLE-predicted from

. : 5 15
analysis-capable pairs
Observation Event space/time and 5 3
opportunity daylight qualified
Context and Object
I 2 8
qualified

Thematic matching retained most of the 202 available resource pairs in both cases,
whereas the requested band and 30 m resolution requirements reduced them to three
for Khartoum and four for Bobcat, which produced five and 15 opportunities within the
respective task windows.

Table 7 reports opportunity-level leave-one-constraint-out results obtained by re-
executing the first-layer query after removing one condition at a time. Each changed
count is accompanied by a representative newly admitted opportunity and its query
evidence. Theme and analysis capability are already quantified at the resource-pair level in
Table 6 and are therefore not repeated in the opportunity-level ablation. The stricter Bobcat
solar-elevation threshold was not binding beyond the daylight condition, since all seven
opportunities admitted by its removal had negative solar elevation.

The complete query returned two qualified opportunities for Khartoum and eight for
Bobcat. In Khartoum, Sentinel-2A /MSI on 9 September had predicted coverage of 99.8%
and hourly cloud cover of 5%, while Landsat-7/ETM+ on 10 September had coverage
of 100.0% and hourly cloud cover of 18%. Both opportunities covered the Blue Nile
context and were associated with the 1153 residential roads satisfying the river-corridor
and elevation conditions. The daylight Sentinel-2B/MSI opportunity on 7 September was
excluded because its predicted coverage was only 0.7%.
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Table 7. Planning-stage constraint contribution within the analysis-capable opportunity set (Arrows
indicate the change in qualified-opportunity count from the ablated query to the full query; slash-
separated values refer to Khartoum and Bobcat, respectively).

Case

Removed
Constraint

Qualified

Ablated — Full

Newly Admitted
Resource

Bound Evidence or Role

Khartoum

Predicted AOI
coverage > 0.8

32

Sentinel-2B/MS], 7 Sep.

Predicted coverage was
0.66%,; the opportunity

could not support
area-wide monitoring.

Khartoum

Solar elevation > 0° 3—2

Solar elevation was
—57.439°, indicating a
nighttime optical
opportunity.

Sentinel-2B/MS], 6 Sep.

Bobcat

Predicted AOI
coverage > 0.8

Every daylight
opportunity already met
the coverage threshold;
the condition was not
discriminative in this case.

8§—~8 None

Bobcat

Solar elevation > 10° 15— 8

Seven nighttime
opportunities; e.g.,
Sentinel-2A /MSI, 6 Sep.

The example had a solar
elevation of —41.686°.

Both

Cloud cover < 50%

The retained
opportunities met the
threshold; cloud values
remained relevant to
OCEM
environmental-impact
scoring.

2—+2/8—8 None

Both

Context—Object
relation

The count was
unchanged, but the query
no longer established the
link to low-lying riverside

roads or the Mount

Wilson target.

2-32/8—8 None

For Bobcat, the eight qualified opportunities were linked to Mount Wilson, which was
44.8 m from the historical fire perimeter and had an elevation of 1733 m compared with the
contextual mean of 1365 m. Sentinel-2B/MSI on 10 September, for example, had predicted
coverage of 83.3% and hourly cloud cover of 1%. The Sentinel-2A /MSI opportunity on
6 September was excluded because its solar elevation was below the specified threshold.

Under the main 30 m configuration, Sentinel-2A /MSI on 9 September ranked first for
Khartoum with an OCEM score of 92.1, followed by Landsat-7 /ETM+ on 10 September with
88.0. Sentinel-2A ranked higher despite the slightly greater coverage of Landsat-7 because
it combined lower cloud cover with an earlier response. For Bobcat, Sentinel-2B/MSI on
10 September ranked first (112.9), followed by Landsat-7/ETM+ on 13 September (111.9)
and Sentinel-2A /MSI on 15 September (109.9). The leading Sentinel-2B opportunity com-
bined an early response, complete theme conformity, acceptable coverage, 1% cloud cover,
and 10 m resolution.

The spatial-resolution requirement was varied to examine its effect on opportunity
qualification and ranking. Relaxing the maximum acceptable resolution from 30 to 100 m,
with all other conditions unchanged, increased the number of qualified Khartoum opportu-
nities from two to six and reordered the ranking: Resourcesat-2A / AWiFS, IRS-P6/ AWIFS,
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and Resourcesat-2/ AWiFS occupied the first three positions with OCEM scores of 98.6, 96.8,
and 92.2, followed by Sentinel-2A /MSI, Landsat-7/ETM+, and a second IRS-P6/ AWIFS op-
portunity. The resolution threshold therefore governs both the size and the ordering of the
feasible set: a relaxed target-scale requirement admits wider-swath, moderate-resolution
resources that score highly on coverage and revisit, whereas the 30 m configuration retains
the alternatives suitable for object-level flood monitoring. The 100 m configuration is used
in the following screenshots because it displays a broader set of ranked alternatives.

The query outputs could be inspected in O-LOD Viz, a visual query interface that com-
bines a GraphDB-style binding table with a linked three-dimensional globe and switchable
spatial layers. The same interface was used for both cases, and the Khartoum implementa-
tion is shown here. Figure 12 presents the first-layer diagnostic query: its result table retains
the qualification state of each opportunity, while the globe displays the set of predicted
satellite footprints and highlights the footprint associated with the selected qualified row.
This view makes the spatial effect of the opportunity-level constraints directly inspectable

alongside their RDF bindings.
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Figure 12. Opportunity-level constraint diagnostics for the Khartoum flood under the supplementary
100 m sensitivity configuration.

Figure 13 presents the full-query results in the OCEM-ranking mode of O-LOD Viz.
The left panel preserves the descending OCEM order in a GraphDB-style result table, and
the linked globe brings together the task AOI, Blue Nile and its buffer, vulnerable roads,
qualified coverage areas, and the available Sentinel-2A image. Across ten warm executions,
the complete Khartoum and Bobcat queries averaged 2.971 &+ 0.018 s and 0.065 £ 0.001 s,
respectively. The longer Khartoum execution reflects the terrain evaluation of 1153 road
geometries, whereas the Bobcat query evaluates one declared target.
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Figure 13. Full Khartoum UDOT query and OCEM-ranked results under the supplementary 100 m
sensitivity configuration.

3.4.3. Validation with Publicly Accessible EO Products

Image validation was limited to products that could be obtained from publicly acces-
sible EO archives (Table 8). For Khartoum, products were obtained for the two qualified
opportunities and for one excluded Sentinel-2B opportunity used as a coverage comparison.
For Bobcat, products were obtained for all eight qualified opportunities; an additional
Terra/MODIS product was included to examine the effect of spatial resolution. Their actual
footprints, scene cloud, required spectral bands, and usable pixels were compared with
the task requirements, and suitable images were used for modified normalized difference
water index (MNDWI) or differenced normalized burn ratio (ANBR) analysis.

In Khartoum, the rank-1 Sentinel-2A product supported an MNDWI comparison that
identified a 14.2 km? new-water proxy (Figure 14). Six low-elevation road centerlines
intersected this area, and 45 additional roads were within 60 m. By comparison, the
Landsat-7 image covered the AQI but was obscured by cloud and cloud shadow, whereas
the two Sentinel-2B tiles covered only 2.1-2.4% of the AOI The three products therefore
provided a usable flood-monitoring example and two distinct counterexamples for image
quality and spatial coverage.
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Table 8. Representative query results and evidence from publicly accessible EO products.

Case Query Result Public Product Evidence Monitoring Assessment
Sentinel-2A /MSI, 9 Sep.; Actual cox;erage 1.000; scene The acquisition supports the
Khartoum qualified, rank 1 cloud 6.66%; readable Green flood-oriented MNDWI analysis
7 and SWIR1 bands
Actual coverage 1.000, but
Khartoum Landsat-7/ETM+, 10 Sep.; scene cloud 81.00%; all valid Cloud and cloud shadow prevented
© qualified, rank 2 AOI QA pixels were cloud or flood-oriented MNDWI analysis
cloud shadow
Sentinel-2B/MSI, 7 Sep.; Pre.d icted coverage (.)'65 ./D; two .. . . ..
Khartoum excluded by intersecting archive tiles The limited footprint was insufficient
redicted coverage covered only for area-wide flood monitoring
p & 0.020940-0.024149 of the AOI
Sentinel-2B/MS], 10 Sep.; Actual coverage 1.000, but High scene cloud prevented
Bobcat
qualified, rank 1 scene cloud 69.17% burn analysis.
Actual coverage 1.000; scene Insufficient valid pixels around
Landsat-7/ETM+, 13 Sep.;  cloud 2.00%; readable NIR and ) p
Bobcat e o Mount Wilson prevented target-scale
qualified, rank 2 SWIR2 bands, but limited dNBR analvsis
common-valid AOI pixels y
. . Actual coverage 1.000; scene . . .
Bobcat Sentmel-.Zl.S/ MSI, 20 Sep.; cloud 0.05%; readable NIR and The image was suitable for- earlier
qualified, rank 4 SWIR2 bands post-fire NBR observation
Sentinel-2B/MSI, 30 Sep.; Actual COOV erage 1.000; scene The image supported late-window
Bobcat o cloud 0.51%; readable NIR and .
qualified, rank 8 SWIR? bands NBR and dNBR analysis
) The product covers the AOI The data cannot meet the 30 m
Bobcat Terra/MODIS; excluded by and contains SWIR2, but its requirement or resolve the 100 m

spatial resolution

SWIR2 resolution is 500 m

target neighborhood

For Bobcat, five of the eight obtained products had sufficient coverage, spectral bands,
and image quality for further examination; three were limited by acquired-image quality.
The 13 September Landsat-7 image, for example, covered the AOI and reported 2% scene
cloud, but only 13.6% of the AOI had common valid pre/post pixels, and none of the
35 pixels in the 100 m Mount Wilson neighborhood was common-valid, preventing target-
scale dNBR analysis (Figure 15).

The 20 and 30 September Sentinel-2B products both provided full AOI coverage, the
required NIR and SWIR2 bands, and low scene cloud. Pairing a 5 September pre-fire image
with the 30 September image retained 99.6% common valid-pixel coverage and produced a
mean dNBR of 0.289, including 7.8 km? of moderate and 3.6 km? of high change (Figure 16).
Within 100 m of Mount Wilson, 68 of 77 pixel centers were valid; 56 indicated unburned or
very low change and 12 indicated low change, with a mean dNBR of 0.041. The additional
Terra/MODIS product covered the AOI and contained SWIR?2, but its 500 m resolution
could neither meet the 30 m requirement nor resolve the 100 m target neighborhood.
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Figure 14. Khartoum archived-image evidence. MNDWTI is used as a screening indicator rather than
a field-validated flood-loss map.
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Figure 15. Image evidence from the 13 September Bobcat Landsat-7 product. White regions are
invalid because of cloud, cloud shadow, fill, or SLC-off gaps; the star marks Mount Wilson.
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Figure 16. Bobcat image-analysis evidence at the event and target scales.

4. Discussion
4.1. Semantic Enhancement of EO Resource Planning for Urban Disaster Monitoring

The two experimental cases show that O-LOD supports EO resource planning as a
progression from capability discovery to opportunity prioritization. Theme and analytical
requirements first identify suitable satellite-sensor pairs; TLE-derived passes then provide
time-specific observation opportunities; event, context, and object conditions determine
task relevance; and OCEM orders the opportunities that satisfy the hard requirements.
The complete queries retained two alternatives for Khartoum and eight for Bobcat. EO
planning enabled by O-LOD therefore comprises the semantic discovery, qualification, and
prioritization of EO opportunities, providing task-oriented inputs for subsequent satellite
scheduling rather than solving the scheduling problem itself.

The results further demonstrate why the four dimensions must be evaluated together.
In Khartoum, the flood theme and Green/SWIR1 requirement linked the monitoring de-
mand to sensor capability, while the opportunity footprint, hourly cloud cover, Blue Nile
corridor, terrain, and low-elevation roads established where and under what conditions
the observation was relevant. In Bobcat, NIR/SWIR2 capability was evaluated together
with the event window, fire perimeter, terrain, and the Mount Wilson target. The MODIS
comparison is illustrative: the product intersected the wildfire area and contained SWIR?2,
but its 500 m SWIR?2 resolution could not meet the 30 m requirement at the ObservationOb-
ject scale. Spatial intersection alone would therefore have returned a product that was not
suitable for the stated task.

Publicly accessible products provided supporting evidence for both retained and
excluded opportunities. The limited Sentinel-2B footprints in Khartoum were consistent
with the predicted coverage exclusion, whereas the retained Sentinel-2A acquisition sup-
ported the flood-oriented MNDWI analysis. The cloud-obscured Khartoum Landsat-7 and
Bobcat Sentinel-2B images show that a high planning rank cannot guarantee the quality
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of a particular acquisition. Conversely, later Bobcat Sentinel-2B images provided usable
NIR and SWIR2 data for NBR and dNBR analysis. Thus, opportunity ranking expresses
suitability under the event and context evidence available to the query, while the subse-
quent image assessment determines whether an acquired product can support the intended
analysis. Hourly cloud cover remains useful before acquisition, but it should be updated
by image-derived quality evidence when a product becomes available.

The semantic contribution of the cross-dimensional constraints lies in the task-aware
graph patterns that connect GeoSPARQL operations and numeric conditions with con-
trolled observation semantics. ObservationParameter IRIs align event demand with sensor
capability; platform, sensor, and opportunity ownership remain explicit; weather is joined
to opportunity time; contextual features are related to urban objects; and qualification
reasons, OCEM factors, acquisitions, and analysis provenance remain connected. The
resulting evidence chain allows a query to return a resource together with the requirements
it matched, the context and target evidence used, its relative rank, and the subsequent
product assessment.

From a geospatial digital twin perspective, this evidence chain provides a task-
oriented sensing layer between representations of urban state and the resources used
to inspect and update them. The Bobcat graph further shows that the same ontology
structure and instantiation process can be applied to a wildfire task without changing
the four-dimensional query logic, supporting structural reuse across flood and wildfire
monitoring tasks.

4.2. Comparative Analysis and Framework Extensibility

Table 9 compares representative approaches by their primary purpose, Event-Context—
Object coupling, and role in a UDOT workflow. SSN/SOSA provide general sensor and
observation semantics [31-33]; SOCA and the Sensor Observation Capability Field (SOCO-
Field) focus on EO capability association and context-aware selection [18,34]; OFPO for-
malizes flood-process observation knowledge [36]; GEOSatDB organizes civil EO satellite
metadata [39]; and operational catalogues provide authoritative resource or product ac-
cess [20-23]. These approaches address complementary problems. O-LOD specifically
composes event demand, time-indexed context, sensing opportunities, urban targets, quali-
fication evidence, ranking, and archive provenance for UDOT configuration.

The functional comparison highlights the task-oriented semantic scope of O-LOD.
By preserving these relations in one graph, it supports a traceable progression from
disaster observation demand to qualified and ranked opportunities and subsequent
image assessment.

Further development should focus on dynamic graph updating and scalable geospa-
tial computation. The current cases use historical, time-stamped evidence, including
hourly records retrieved from a public weather service, whereas operational flood and
wildfire monitoring would require incremental weather, hazard-extent, and observation-
opportunity updates. Higher-fidelity meteorological inputs, such as satellite-derived cloud
masks or numerical forecasts, can be substituted through the same ObservationContext in-
terface without modifying the qualification model, and versioned named graphs and stream
ingestion provide a path toward windowed reasoning and continuous GeoSPARQL queries.
At the present task scale, the complete Khartoum and Bobcat queries averaged 2.971 s and
0.065 s, respectively. The o_lod:dem_value() and o_lod:ocem_planning_score() functions
expose DEM-derived terrain evidence and the capability score directly to GeoSPARQL, but
both are RDF4] extensions rather than standard GeoSPARQL functions; reproducing these
queries on another triple store therefore requires equivalent extensions or delegation of the
corresponding computation to an external geospatial service. For larger or more frequently
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updated graphs, RDF and GraphDB can retain semantic alignment, task configuration,
and provenance, while repeated raster, geometry, and orbit calculations are delegated to
PostGIS or equivalent geospatial services.

Table 9. Comparison of representative approaches by primary purpose, Event-Context—Object coupling,

and role in the UDOT workflow.

Event-Context-Object

Approach Coupling

Primary Purpose

Task Role and Comparison
Boundary

Generic sensors, observations,

SSN/SOSA [31-33] samples, and actuators

Not disaster-task specific

Reusable observation
vocabulary; does not itself
generate EO opportunities or
a UDOT evidence chain

Event, environment, and
urban-target linkage is
outside its main scope

Dynamic and inherent EO

SOCA [34] sensing-capability association

Subject-capability
specialization presented as
an ontology model rather
than a case-instantiated
urban-disaster graph

Includes selected context
such as cloud cover; limited
target-object modeling

GeoTask-oriented capability

SOCO-Field [18] and field / context constraints

Supports context-aware
sensor selection; not
designed for the complete
four-dimensional
product/provenance chain

evaluated here

OFPO [36]

Flood-process observation
ontology and workflow

Supports flood observation
knowledge organization; not
a cross-hazard
opportunity-ranking and
archive-validation service

Rich flood-process semantics;
hazard-domain specific

GEOSatDB [39]

Global civil EO satellite

Structured satellite metadata
and discovery;
complementary input to
task-level configuration

Task event, dynamic
environment, and urban
objects are not its
primary focus

semantic database

CEOS, OSCAR,
HDDS, GEE, and
STAC [20-23,52]

Resource cataloguing or EO

Authoritative metadata and
data access; catalogues do
not by themselves connect
all four UDOT dimensions

Platform-specific filters and
product metadata rather than
one task ontology

product access
and processing

O-LOD/UDOT

Disaster-driven semantic

Generates, qualifies, ranks,
and traces opportunities and
later products; does not
solve spacecraft scheduling

Explicit Event, Context,
Subject, and Object
task patterns

resource discovery
and prioritization

The current ObservationObject conditions express task-specific exposure and relevance.
They can be enriched with population exposure, structural condition, functional criticality,
accessibility, land use, service dependencies, and multitemporal deformation, consistent
with multivariate remote-sensing vulnerability assessment. OCEM can likewise incorporate
additional factors such as incidence angle, commercial cost, licensing, downlink delay, and
information gain when consistent data and stakeholder weights are available. This would
extend the present opportunity ranking toward more comprehensive decision support.

The public-product evidence supports the reported case analyses, while a larger expert-
labeled benchmark is required for independent estimates of selection precision and recall.
MNDWTI and dNBR can also be combined with field observations or authoritative impact
records in future applications.
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4.3. Implications for Sustainable Urban Resilience and the SDGs

The proposed framework has implications for sustainable urban resilience. First,
O-LOD can support more resource-efficient EO configuration by narrowing data discov-
ery and analysis to observations that meet the task requirements. The opportunity-level
ablation showed that removing spatial-coverage or daylight constraints admitted observa-
tions that could not support the intended monitoring, and the public-image comparisons
identified cloud-obscured or locally invalid products before thematic interpretation. To-
gether, these mechanisms can reduce unsuitable opportunity selection and unnecessary
downstream data processing.

Second, O-LOD improves the transparency of disaster observation planning by linking
an opportunity to event demand, sensing capability, environmental context, target evidence,
OCEM factors, the corresponding EO product, and analysis provenance. A user can inspect
why an opportunity was qualified or ranked and whether the later image supported the
intended monitoring. OSM and DBpedia references remain directly accessible through
owl:sameAs, while public product identifiers make the image evidence traceable. This
supports explainable and reproducible decision preparation for urban disaster response.

Third, the framework reuses open and linked resources while allowing local domain
facts where specialized sensor or contextual information is required. The two cases inte-
grate OSM, terrain data, historical TLEs, hourly weather, public sensor catalogues, and
accessible Sentinel, Landsat, and MODIS products within a common task-oriented graph
structure. This is relevant to data-scarce or budget-constrained regions because the seman-
tic layer is not tied to a single proprietary platform. Private sensors, commercial constraints,
and deep-learning-derived vulnerability products provide directions for extending this
open-data foundation.

The sustainability contribution of O-LOD is primarily situated at the level of infor-
mation infrastructure and disaster-oriented decision support. Interoperable EO resource
planning and open-data integration support resilient infrastructure and innovation un-
der Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 9; target-oriented and traceable urban disaster
evidence supports disaster-risk reduction and urban resilience under SDG 11; and context-
aware flood and wildfire observation supports climate-hazard preparedness and adaptation
under SDG 13 [1-5]. Achieving the corresponding SDG targets also depends on broader
operational, institutional, and socioeconomic action.

5. Conclusions

This study developed an O-LOD-based UDOT enhancement framework for seman-
tic EO resource planning in urban disaster monitoring. O-LOD represents Observation-
Event, ObservationContext, ObservationSubject, and ObservationObject within a unified
RDF graph, and uses the O-LOD boundary model and O-LOD instantiation algorithm to
transform heterogeneous open and domain data into task-oriented knowledge. Layered
GeoSPARQL queries connect observation themes and analytical requirements with sen-
sor capabilities, TLE-derived opportunities, time-specific weather, terrain, hazard-related
spatial relations, and urban targets. Qualified opportunities are subsequently prioritized
with OCEM, providing a traceable progression from observation demand to ranked EO
resources and corresponding product evidence.

The Khartoum flood and Bobcat wildfire cases demonstrated the framework under
different observation demands. From 202 satellite—sensor pairs in each case, capability
matching identified three flood-oriented and four wildfire-oriented pairs; event, opportu-
nity, context, and object constraints retained two Khartoum and eight Bobcat opportunities,
which were ranked by OCEM. Coverage and daylight ablations admitted demonstrably
unsuitable opportunities, while publicly accessible products supplied external supporting
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evidence at the image level. Sentinel and Landsat data supported MNDWI and NBR/dNBR
analyses when coverage, spectral bands, and usable pixels met the task requirements; lim-
ited footprint, cloud contamination, or coarse MODIS resolution explained other exclusions
or unusable acquisitions. The complete queries averaged 2.971 s for Khartoum and 0.065 s
for Bobcat. These results show that O-LOD can combine semantic resource discovery,
target-specific context, opportunity ranking, and subsequent image assessment within
one queryable evidence chain. Through open-data integration and explicit provenance,
this evidence chain provides information and decision support for resource-aware and
transparent urban disaster monitoring

Future work will extend the framework in three directions. First, dynamic event and
context updates will be incorporated through versioned graph states, stream ingestion, and
richer causal and relational structures informed by event knowledge graph research [54].
Second, intelligent query support will be explored through remote-sensing knowledge
graphs, large language model (LLM)-assisted semantic retrieval, and natural-language-
to-GeoSPARQL translation [55,56]. Third, ObservationObject modeling will be enriched
with multivariate vulnerability indicators, while additional public and private EO sensors,
in situ observations, and volunteered or social sensing data will extend O-LOD toward a
broader cyber-physical-social observation framework [57,58].
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