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Abstract: This research is about the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which is an important
and first project of the “Belt and Road” initiative (BRI). BRI is the framework and manifesto for
the wide-ranging, fundamental collaboration signed by China and Pakistan in 2013. The CPEC
vision and mission were initiated to develop economic growth and facilitate free trade, the people’s
living standards of Pakistan and China through bilateral investments, trade, cultural exchanges, and
economic activities between both countries. The initial investment for the project was $46 billion,
with a tentative duration of fifteen years. This research aimed to inquire into the effects of legal risks
(LR), social security (SS), and employee environmental awareness (EEA) on the project performance
(PP) of the CPEC. It further investigates the significance of gender empowerment perspectives (GEP).
A research framework consisting of this quantitative analysis and the bilateral impacts of the study
were explored through several policies scenarios into 2025. The results of the risk analysis were rated
on a Likert scale. A questionnaire survey was used in order to collect data and test the research
framework and hypotheses. An empirical test was conducted using a dataset with partial least square
structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) to validate the study.

Keywords: China-Pakistan economic corridor; business innovation; legal risks; sustainable manage-
ment; employee environmental awareness; women’s empowerment perspectives

1. Introduction

China and Pakistan have enjoyed close, and cordial ties as great friends, partners, and
brothers since the two nations’ diplomatic relations were established in May 1951 [1]. The
connection has developed into an “all-weather strategic cooperative partnership” over time,
more comprehensively after ratifying the Bilateral Investment Treaty of 1989 (BIT) [2]. Most
recently, the recent development in this relationship discourse through the China—Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC or Corridor) under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is going to
be a game changer in the region [3]. This corridor will serve for greater development and the
social and economic progress of both China and Pakistan. As the corridor is a component of
China’s considerably more comprehensive trade and infrastructure development strategy, it
will benefit over four billion people in over 60 countries, with regional economies growing
by a minimum of $2.5 trillion [4].

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors.

i i The BRI aspires to connect China with Central Asia, Europe, and Russia via the
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Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. Therefore, Pakistan’s strategic location in Southeast
Asia, bordering Iran and Afghanistan in the west [5], China in the northeast, and India
to the east, has contributed to its significance in the region as a transit fare. The Arabian
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://  o€@ bordering Pakistan’s south, with a 1046-km shoreline, serves as a major commercial
creativecommons.org/ licenses /by / route between Pakistan and the rest of the globe. The ports located there will be a principal
40/). focus of China [6]. Because of significant investment in other sectors, Pakistan will also be
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one of the project’s main beneficiaries in addition to the areas mentioned above [7]. The
agriculture, industry, and services sectors account for the largest shares of the Pakistani
economy’s GDP, contributing 21.4%, 20.8%, and 53.3%, respectively [8]. Due to the country’s
acute energy situation, interest from investors has fallen in all these areas. In the midst
of these difficulties, the CPEC presents Pakistan with a chance to attract new investors
and spark economic activity that could lead to socioeconomic progress [9,10]. Figure 1
demonstrates the CPEC projects that have been progressing under the CPEC authority of
Pakistan recently [11] (see Figure 1).

Source: Authors” work on the GTAP framework: CPEC projects progress update 2022

Figure 1. Projects Progress Update.
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Given the above and Pakistan’s crucial but strategic location from an economic and
apolitical standpoint for Asia and the rest of the world, the utilization of women in such a
development landscape is attaining great significance [12]. As a land with a lot of potentials
to affect the political and socioeconomic landscape as the sole Muslim nuclear power [13],
Pakistan’s proximity to the Persian Gulf, where around 65 percent of the world’s oil is
produced, women play a crucial role in its growth. While women’s employment plays
a crucial part in human capital and is a strategically significant component of develop-
ment [14,15], it is also necessary to reap the rewards of social-economic development and
forward-thinking economies. In contrast to industrialized countries, this idea is far more
dispersed in developing nations. Therefore, this research focuses on the legal risks and
social security of the women in Pakistan who will potentially work in the CPEC mechanism
under the BRI strategy [16].

In its 2012 version of the constitution, the Communist Party of China (CCP) under
President Xi Jinping set two key centennial goals for China’s progress [17]. The first
objective takes place in 2021, the year that CCP turns 100. President Xi Jinping wants
China’s GDP and per capita income to have doubled by this time compared to 2010. The
second goal is to turn China from a “moderately successful society” By the time the People’s
Republic of China turns 100, we aim to transform it into a modern socialist nation that is
powerful, democratic, culturally developed, and peaceful [18,19]. These extremely lofty
objectives are the foundation of President Xi Jinping’s doctrine, which will be elucidated
later. These two centennial objectives seek to advance China’s development and economy
to unprecedented heights [20]. The accomplishment of these objectives is crucial to the
legitimacy of the CCP’s authority. From this perspective, BRI and CPEC are two major
initiatives that will propel China’s economic development [21].

This research is an empirical investigation focused on discovering a negative relation-
ship between Legal Risks (LR) [22], Social Security (SS) [23], and Employee Environmental
Awareness (EEA) [24]. It will be concluded that LR, SS, and EEA negatively influence the
CPEC because of the lack of a policy framework developed under the BIT [25]. Furthermore,
this research also analyzes that the Gender Empowerment Perspective (GEP) negativities
moderate the ROL, L-R, and SS of CPEC [26]. In differentiation, the values of EEA and ROL
were investigated in the presence of the positive GEP.

The remaining structure of the paper is as follows: Section 2 outlines the literature
review. Section 3 presents the material and methods, while Section 4 focuses on the impact
of women’s empowerment perspectives and the legal framework between Pakistan and
China. Section 5 provides conclusions, limitations, and future research areas.

2. Literature Review
2.1. Infrastructure Project

Over the next 10 to 15 years, initially, the Chinese government had intended to
invest more than $46 billion through the CPEC in development projects, a variety of
ongoing infrastructure projects are under construction and fall under the CPEC’s scope
of investment, and were to be completed all over Pakistan, with a foundation amount of
investment of US$46 billion in 2013 [27]. Then, it was revised to an initial estimation of
US$55 billion [28]. The value of CPEC projects has increased again to $62 billion as of
2020 [29] after the inclusion of new projects, including industrial zones, the Karachi Circular
Railway, and other projects, which is equal to 25% of Pakistan’s GDP [30]. The energy
sector will receive about $43 billion in investments to expand its capacity by supplying
17,000 megawatts of electricity are provided to the infrastructure and national grid [31]. The
remaining $19 billion will go to communications, transportation, and energy. For example,
Figure 2 reflects that the railway lines between Peshawar and Karachi will be addressed
with some of these funds.
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Source: Authors worked on the Model 2022 CPEC

Figure 2. Outlying in CPEC.

7

The CPEC’s growth of transportation infrastructure projects has affected local citizens
education. Additionally, officials frequently assess community needs, acceptance, and
lifestyle using the outcomes of regional community behavior [32]. The local communities
will benefit from the project development. It is a proven fact that when residents profit
from the growth of CPEC projects and see it favorably, they have faith in the CPEC policies
and offer more support. So, the current study considers many of the regional community’s
benefit-based approaches and the host community’s feelings about the CPEC projects that
will be built [23].
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The three primary phases of all CPEC projects are meant to be completed sequentially.
The completion dates for CPEC projects in the short, medium, and long term are 2020, 2025,
and 2030, respectively [32]. The money was originally intended to be distributed among
the projects as depicted.

The CPEC will fund the construction of economic zones alongside its trade routes,
including Khuzdar to Bisma, Gwadar-Hosab, the Karachi to Lahore, and Karakorum motor-
ways, as well as railway lines to link them [33]. This connectivity is intended to guarantee
goods access for trades and consumers to enhance domestic business and investment.
Railway tracks will also be extended from Karachi-Peshawar to improve connections and
expand transportation options. For long-term and medium-term investments, Pakistan
has designated nine favorable trade zones [34]. In order to increase Pakistan’s exports to
international markets, stronger development investments are being made, and a mix of
energy technologies is focusing on manufacturing development [35]. This will encour-
age the expansion of logistics, transportation, and enriched exports from Pakistan. The
industrial and infrastructure growth of development areas of the CPEC are developing
into an efficient tool for decreasing Pakistan’s national debt and improving profitability
for repaying CPEC debts [36]. The CPEC infrastructure expansion and concurrent key
interconnections have created a more competitive environment for the central Asian states
to interchange and vend their commodities in international markets. Pakistan wants to
travel through Afghanistan to Central Asia known as Middle Asia [37-39].

2.2. Gwadar Port and Gwadar Sea Port

It is anticipated that the CPEC will further improve trade and economic relations
between the two nations. Chinese Premier Li Kegiang highlighted the CPEC edifice during
his visit to Pakistan in May 2013 [40]. Since then, the current Pakistani administration
has also demonstrated a lot of excitement for the project. The corridor will link Kashgar
in northwest China to Baluchistan (Pakistan), making Gwadar Port in Baluchistan fully
operational and an important deep-sea port in the area [41]. The government-owned China
Overseas Ports Holding received control of Gwadar Port. Since that time, Gwadar has
undergone significant growth to become a complete, deep-water commercial port. With
Pakistan serving as south Asia’s gatekeeper for South, Central, and East Asia, Gwadar is
a natural gateway to China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan along the trade routes of Central
Asia [42]. China would thus lessen its reliance on the Malacca Strait checks. The Gwadar
of port has become more crucial to its strategic approach due to changes in global energy
policies, the risky South-China marine environment, and the Sri-Lanka and Malacca Straits
making up China’s newest sea route [43].

The goal of the CPEC projects is to promote the growth of economic and free commerce
among the two nations. However, that has also led to a significant increase in employment
opportunities, worker environmental awareness, social security, educational opportunities,
legal risks, assessments of the rule of law, and an improvement in the standard of life
for residents, particularly women [41]. This research study explores and analyzes the
advantages of the CPEC plan and how it affects attitudes toward women’s empowerment
by considering what we understand about the CPEC.

Due to Kashgar’s distance from its most important port in China, which is 4500 km, the
Gwadar port would help reduce travel distances by around 2800 km and 2500 km, respec-
tively. Raising China’s many million-dollar exports would reduce the deficit [44]. These
highways would facilitate the development of many facilities, including communications
and economic zones. On the other hand, most emerging nations in south Asia, the Middle
East, and central Africa have reacted to China and Pakistan’s ideas of economic growth [45].
There may have been a gathering of more than 3 billion individuals. More goods and
services will be exported because of improved road connections and the development of
the Gwadar port. Considering that there are more than two hundred million people in
Pakistan, there is a majority of young people, and human resources could potentially be
a significant exploitative source. Pakistan’s Karachi region will develop into a significant
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port and profit from its ties to the Gwadar port [46], which might benefit the residents
of Karachi, in particular, with significant investments and economic trends. Thus, the
development of Gwadar has benefited the shipping, industrial, and fishing sectors. These
factors combined make it an economic center for Karachi’s passionately driven business
community and private sector [47].

2.3. Energy Projects

Following a fast-track agenda, China intends to invest 43 billion dollars in 21 energy
projects in Pakistan through CPEC from 2018 to 2020. These energy projects have received
5-6% financing from the Exim Bank of China [48]. Some studies have shown that Pakistan’s
economic growth and energy use are related. Additionally, one study concludes that energy
benefits employment prospects. Energy production and national economic expansion are
related. Energy plays a significant role in CPEC, to the point where it could also be referred
to as the China-Pakistan Energy Corridor, and much of the total funds are estimated to be
invested in power-producing facilities [49] (See Table 1).

Table 1. Energy Projects Under CPEC.
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Source: Authors work on the GTAP framework: https:/ /cpec.gov.pk/energy [50].
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2.4. Maritime Belt and Ports

President Xi Jinping of China first proposed developing a 21st-century version of
the Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) and the Maritime Silk Road (MSR) in 2013 [51]. This
announcement marked the beginning of the BRI Initiative [52]. The BRI consists of hundreds
of large-scale international projects, including industrial parks, power, trains, and bridges,
with far-reaching effects on the participating nations. Parallel to this, BRI has presented
potential barriers between these international endeavors and local people, such as climate
change and displacement, which have brought significant benefits. China’s diplomatic
efforts are based on the BRI and CPEC [53,54]. Pakistan is to be considered vital to the
execution of this diplomacy as envisaged by Chinese diplomatic circles. This would not
simply be limited to economic benefits. In many ways, Pakistan, which is crucial to China’s
geostrategic objectives through the CPEC, will gain in practical terms if its human capital is
properly utilized. Since the CPEC decided to use this resource strategically, its importance
has become increasingly apparent. There is widespread agreement that human resources
must demonstrate that a country’s development depends on its human capital [55].

The consequences of CPEC on the Pakistani community have barely been studied.
This research includes an inclusive review of the prior literature in two disciplines. This
research study’s initial emphasis was on the body of existing literature [56]. Employee
environmental awareness sought to locate studies on the effects of gender disparities in
empowerment. Researchers and decision-makers have been examining how women have
impacted the development of less developed nations. Scientists and experts are inspired by
the astounding eastern Bose study from the 1970s; the study explored solutions to the issue
of gender disparities that impede developmental progress.

One of the factors contributing to the economic success of members like Pakistan and
China is the CPEC (see Figure 3). The former benefited from the development of an internal
infrastructure that raised the standard of living in the area [57]. These measures also help
Pakistani women living in both urban and rural areas. The advantages of the CPEC are felt
throughout Pakistan, not only in one area especially as a means of empowering women
economically. In Pakistan, rural residents, especially women, confront several difficulties,
including inadequate employment, education, and healthcare opportunities [58]. Numer-
ous studies of the CPEC have been conducted based on the literature, including research
focusing on the supply of benefits to local people by the beginning of the CPEC. However,
no research has been done on the CPEC project with a focus on empowering women in
the Thar region, one of the poorest regions in the country [59]. Thus, by focusing on the
empowerment of women and learning how the CPEC directly impacts the empowerment
of women by offering work possibilities, a high standard of living, and educational facilities
to the women in Sindh of the Thar region, this study fills the research vacuum and adds to
the body of knowledge. This study supports the idea that local women directly benefit from
CPEC’s opportunities for employment, education, and a high standard of living. These
markers are significant for women in such underdeveloped places, and this study hopes to
use them to determine how women feel about CPEC [60]. It will help policymakers create
better policies to support local communities and women [61].
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Figure 3. CPEC Location.

2.5. Characteristics of the Population

Regarding the ideal organizational settings that emphasize enhancing environmental
performance for their personnel [62]. Table 2 displays the overall characteristics of the
participants in this study who responded. According to the characteristics, there were
248 females and 319 males (56.26% and 43.73%, respectively). A total of 68 respondents
were under 20-25 years old (14.46%), 99 were aged between 30-35 (21.06%), 159 were aged
between 4045 (33.82%), 106 were aged between 50-55 (22.5%), and 38 were over 55 years
old (8.08%).

Table 2. Analytical of gender traits.

Moments Number of Participants Percentage (%)

Gender Male 319 56.26%

Gender Female 248 43.73%
Level of Job

The Non-Managerial 273 59.21%

The Managerial 188 40.78%

Distribution of age

20 to 25 68 14.46%

30 to 35 99 21.06%

40 to 45 159 33.82%

50 to 55 106 22.55%

Over 55 38 8.08%

2.6. Industry Types of Respondents

The information gathered on segment properties for the final sample, broken down
by segment. Table 3 express 78 employment respondents in green organizations in the
agriculture industry (15.82%), 76 in the energy sector (15.41%), 71 in the construction sector
(14.40 %), 74 in the waste management service sector (15.01%), 95 in the transport sector
(19.26%), and 90 in the rural sector and forestry (18.25%) (See Table 3).
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Table 3. Industry type and respondents in their 30s, 40s, and 50s.

Industry type Number of Participants Percentage (%)
Agriculture 78 15.82%.
Energy 76 15.41%
Construction 71 14.40%
Waste Management 74 15.01%
Transport 95 19.26%
Forestry 90 18.25%

3. Material and Methods

This paper comprises the author’s analysis, an evaluation of the literature review
and jurisprudence, and personal reflections on the CPEC project’s legal regulations. The
research was based on articles from peer-reviewed English journals in databases and official
websites of the participating countries: PubMed, the Web of Science, served as the source
for the study’s data, published between 2013 and 2022, through the use of certain keywords.
The rule of law has to do with legal risks, social security, environmental awareness among
employees, the CPEC, and women’s empowerment.

The CPEC aspires to improve people’s quality of life in China and Pakistan through
bilateral investments, trade, cultural exchanges, and economic activities. Pakistan and
China set up the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor Authority (CPECA) to help reach this
goal [62]. Our research methods focused on how the CPEC in Pakistan has empowered
women and examined how rules can be made to get more women to work on the CPEC
Project [63].

Items from a prior study were used. All variables were computed to identify which
variables had the highest and lowest mean values to understand better research variables
like mean, and standard deviation, and the correlation provides all the variables’ descriptive
statistics and correlation matrix (refer Table 4). There is a high association between CPEC
expansion and employment opportunities (r = 0.516, p < 0.05), education improvement
and the CPEC (r = 0.618, p < 0.05), and quality of life and the CPEC (r = 0.589, p < 0.05).
All correlation values are less than 0.80 and significant at the two-tailed level, while
the standard deviation ranges from 0.48 to 0.58, suggesting that mean values are above
average. The table shows how the CPEC’s integration significantly increased foreign direct
investment, benefiting the country. However, there has been a global decline in investment
activities and remittances as a current result of the COVID-19 epidemic and the lockdown
scenario. The tables display data from direct investment in China and Pakistan.

This research is an empirical investigation focused on discovering a negative rela-
tionship between the analysis of gender traits, industry type and respondents, legal risks
(LR), social security (SS), and employee environmental awareness (EEA). It will be con-
cluded that LR, SS, and EEA negatively influence the CPEC because of the lack of a policy
framework developed under the BIT. Furthermore, this research also suggested that the
Gender Empowerment Perspective (GEP) negatively moderates the ROL, LR, and SS of
the CPEC. In contrast, the value of EEA and ROL can be investigated in the presence of
the positive GEP. The research is divided into six parts, including an introduction and
conclusion, wherefore, following from here, the literature review depicts the gaps and
laxity in the research conducted so far, followed by analysis and discussion sections.

It also discusses how employees can be more aware of the environment. Consequently,
in order to give this concept some context, to analyze the data and answer these study
problems, qualitative and quantitative methods were used, and this research addresses
three major issues related to the research questions. Specifically, a single circumstance study
was used to answer the CPEC authority of initiative, government, and practice questions:
(1) How does this promote women’s and girls” equal rights in the effects of passing through
the CPEC route on local women; (2) What is the difference between gender equity, gender
equality, gender employment, and women’s empowerment in the CPEC project? (3) What
helps women break out of the cycle of poverty and build their futures? A situation study is
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the most popular approach used to conduct a thorough investigation of current occurrences
that the investigator has little or no influence over. The questionnaire was used to collect
data in a systematic way to answer the CPEC authority impact question, which compared
how the local community changed before and after CPEC transnational projects were built,
and how the CPEC authority works.

Table 4. Correlation.

Opportunities = Improvement of Life of CPEC
of Employment Education Quality
Opportunities of Employment
336
Improvement of Education 0.446 ** 1
0.000
306 306
Life of Quality 0.378 ** 524 ** 1
0.000 0.000
336 336 336
CPEC 516 ** 618 ** 0.589 ** 1
0.000 0.000 0.000
336 336 336 336
The Mean 4.28 4.16 4.21 4.12
Deviation of Standard 0.48 0.58 0.57 0.56

Source: Authors worked on the Model, Cross border project in China-Pakistan economic corridor and employment.
Note: ** p-value < 0.05.

4. The Impact of Women’s Empowerment
4.1. Effects Empowerment of Women’s Education

The right of women to education has been acknowledged. Women’s education has
a positive impact on national production, income, and economic development, as well
as a population that is healthier and more adequately fed [64]. All types of demographic
activity, including mortality, health, fertility, and contraception, depend on it. According
to geography, culture, and the level of development, women'’s gains from education vary
greatly. Still, it is undeniable that education empowers women, giving them more auton-
omy and leading to fewer children in almost every situation [65]. This study concludes that
the generalizations concerning the interactions between education, fertility, and female au-
tonomy are complicated by contextual factors, such as the general degree of socioeconomic
development and the condition of women in traditional kinship networks. It explains how
these findings affect policy and makes smart suggestions for more research.

4.2. Women'’s Paid Job Involvement

It is assumed that women’s involvement in businesses, paid jobs, and other revenue-
generating activities will lessen their dependency on the economy. Additionally, it boosts
their influence over resources, participation in decision-making, and mobility [66]. Greater
autonomy was seen among people working in successful industries. It has been asserted
that women’s ability is primarily due to their dependence on the economy and that eco-
nomically productive women can raise their position in all spheres of life. Therefore, by
creating a supportive atmosphere, planners should devise strategies to improve women'’s
employment status. A global survey found that employment is the most important factor
in women’s independence [67].

4.3. Women'’s Awareness and Rights

Hundreds of millions of women and girls are not allowed to go to school and work,
which stops them from becoming independent. Women should benefit from the CPEC by
breaking the cycle of poverty and building a future for themselves [68]. The CPEC project
and Pakistan’s women are more essential than anything else. Despite some concerning
eliminations, the figures show increasing support for women'’s rights. Nevertheless, passing
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a law is only one obstacle in the way of refining the lives of women. The gap between
women'’s realities and what is written in the laws is still very extensive [69,70].

4.4. Status of Women in Pakistan

The framework establishes women’s place in daily work and encourages a strict
division of labor. It also places restrictions on women’s freedom of movement. The family is
intimately tied to the status of the average woman, and she is essential to keeping the family
together by having children, nurturing them, and caring for the elderly [71]. Particularly in
India and Pakistan, there is a widening gender gap in education, employment, political
engagement, decision-making, access to health care, employment prospects, and investment
in women’s education. [72]. In the discriminatory system, the place of in the family
and society is unsatisfactory. The CPEC presents numerous chances for growth and
development for Pakistan and the provinces that the route travels through. However,
current stereotypical limitations on an educated female workforce prevent them from
contributing actively to such a successful endeavor [73]. The study underscores this
disparity in terms of a crucial but frequently disregarded question as to how the CPEC can
change the game for Pakistani women. It could either significantly advance the status of
women in Pakistan or exacerbate their already precarious position. As the issue becomes
more pertinent to understanding how the CPEC may provide this opportunity and close
the gap, employee environmental performance becomes more significant to women [74].

4.5. Descriptive Statistics

We used items from the previous study. To better comprehend research variables
like mean, standard deviation, and correlation, all variables were computed to determine
which variables had the highest and lowest mean values [54]. Also, the correlation and
standard deviation were used to determine how the variables were related and to see
how different the responses were. The table below provides all variables” descriptive
statistics and correlation matrix. There is a high association between CPEC expansion and
employment opportunities (r = 0.516, p < 0.05), education improvement and the CPEC
(r=0.618, p < 0.05), and quality of life and the CPEC (r = 0.589, p < 0.05). All correlation
values are less than 0.80 and significant at two-tailed. While the standard deviation ranges
from 0.48 to 0.58, suggesting that mean values are above average, and the low value of
standard deviation shows that values are close to the mean, and the mean values are higher
than the mid values (See Table 4).

5. A Legal Framework between Pakistan and China

The CPEC is a part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a strategy by China that
essentially intends to construct a road network that connects Europe with southeast Asia
and China with Africa. On 20 April 2015 [75], A Memorandum of Understanding and
51 agreements totaling $46 billion were signed by the Chinese President Xi Jinping and
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif. [76], which is how the project started. The
$46 billion direct investment in Pakistan that makes up the CPEC project was to be uti-
lized to build highways, electrical power-projects, better to communication infrastructure,
manufacturing zones [77], and for the exclusive modernization of Gwadar City to meet
international requirements, etc. Chinese investment in Pakistan will greatly increase once
the CPEC is put into action. These investments have high risks and significant legal and
political implications. Even though Chinese banks gave money to these businesses, which
should be profitable like any other business, some Chinese companies may have invested
in Pakistan with goals [78].

Pakistan also encourages Chinese investors to enter the services industry, which in-
cludes financial, engineering, cultural, sporting, and leisure activities related to construction,
as well as communication, educational, and business services, as well as environmental,
social, and health services, as well as travel and tourism-related services. According to the
Pakistan Board of Investment, foreign investments are protected by the Foreign Private
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Investment (Promotion and Protection) Act of 1976 and the Protection of Economic Reforms
Act of 1992 [79]. Section 6 of the 1976 Act Law about the requirements of the 1947 Act states
that international investors in the industrial ventures of countrywide government have
approved and can withdraw their money at any time in their home currency [80].

5.1. Remittances and Foreign Direct Investment

Table 5 shows how the CPEC’s integration significantly increased foreign direct in-
vestment, benefiting the country. [81,82]. However, there has been a global decline in
investment activities and remittances as a current result of the COVID-19 epidemic and the
lockdown scenario [83]. It displays direct investment in China and Pakistan (see Table 5).

Table 5. Pandemic Situation.

Remittances UstELl Szl
Worldwide Investment China-Hong
from All .
FDI to over the into Kong Total
Pakistan World Pakistan (% FDI
of GDP)

531.77 3962.96 17.549 (3.6)
2011 1117.26 3943.93 15.805 47.4 125.6 173 196.2
2012 2200.34 4277.85 14.121 126.1 80.3 206.4 73.2
2013 4272.45 5112.94 15.076 109.8 2447 354.5 262.2
2014 5590.54 5991.96 14.957 745.8 230.1 975.9 990.6
2015 5436.87 7024.92 14.635 1121.6 138.0 1259.6 403.2
2016 2338.36 8701.60 15.707 1108.8 95.5 1204.3 1144.3
2017 2021.57 9667.15 15.686 1265.7 23.0 1288.7 1014.4
2018 1326.27 12234.89 16.094 1907.2 49 1912.1 1635.2
2019 1332.84 14597.34 No No No No No

Source: Authors work on the table CPEC’s integration 2022.

5.2. Rural Women in Pakistan

Pakistani women contribute to the socioeconomic activities and economic growth of
the country. Women who work at home indirectly support their families while developing
intellectually and physically. Children’s strong upbringing, physical growth, and sound
mental health depend on women’s empowerment in socially conscious fields, such as
education and health. [84]. Unfortunately, women are typically restricted to domestic
responsibilities in Pakistan, which is seen as patriarchal and emanating from a male-
dominated society, especially in rural regions [85].

Due to their disrespect and perception as members of the middle and upper classes,
women are frequently the focus of violence in rural communities, where they continue
to experience systemic disadvantages and are given inferior rights and decision-making
opportunities [86]. Women suffer social and cultural discrimination due to traditional
norms, family regulations, and low social status in rural areas. Violence against women is
possible, including rape, burning, honor killings, and acid throwing. [87]. The following
designed specific predictions of the hypothesis included:

H1. Pakistani rural women’s perceptions of their own self-improvement and CPEC’s development
act as mediators;

H2. CPEC significantly influences rural development;

H3. Opportunities for women are regarded to be significantly more favorable in rural areas due to
rural development;
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H4. Rural development greatly affects how rural women feel about the quality of their lives;

HS5. Rural development is a link between the growth of CPEC and rural women’s ideas about how
they can improve themselves in Pakistan.

5.3. Rule of Law

Before the CPEC, Pakistan’s civilian governments fluctuated, and military regimes
ruled for extended periods, leading to notably protracted political unrest [88]. A legal
expert at the High Court claimed that, as a result, a homely and unpredictable environment
developed that held back the country’s progress. After two democratic terms under the
“rule of law” were effectively accomplished, this measure of consistency sharply fell. This
illustrates the improved standard of law enforcement-related property rights, contract
enforcement, and police and court services to improve the socioeconomic environment [89].
The final option to choose the eastern route rather than the western route was taken
after consideration by a number of experts in the fields of geography, security, and civil
engineering based on the security situation, technological selection, distance, and geo-
feasibility. [90]. This is a response to the claim that the provinces of Punjab and Sindh got
special treatment when it came to CPEC projects and routes in the beginning [91]. Later,
equal disparities were used to compensate for the remaining provinces and areas [92,93].

5.4. Legal Risks

Risks associated with construction projects include those related to politics, security,
the environment, technology, the economy, culture, and the law; when engaging in in-
ternational construction projects like international joint ventures (IJVs), AEC businesses
are exposed to these risks (IJVs) [94,95]. The term ‘legal’ refers to all legal requirements,
including those pertaining to employment, taxes, resources, import and export, and other
project-related elements [96]. International project firms and the host nation both experience
the accompanying LR. These LRs include contract violations and a failure to uphold court
orders in IJVs for construction. So, the strength of the legal systems in the host countries is
very important for the success of foreign joint ventures (IJVs). A country’s legal system
might aid project management and understanding of IJV projects. Sophisticated procedures
can help resolve claims, disputes, conflicts, variations, and other contractual difficulties
through a strong legal framework. Losses resulting from failure to know, comprehend, be
clear about, or adhere to the laws that apply to the business are known as LRs [97].

According to research on major external risks in IJVs in Pakistan, nationalism, pro-
tectionism, and a weak judicial framework are the main LRs. Ordinarily, governments in
developing countries adopt laws and regulations to protect the interests of local company
owners and entrepreneurs in Pakistan [98]. State laws and regulatory requirements for
billing, claims, and the security and privacy of multinational enterprises are among them,
as are authorities and regulation systems, modified contract formats, a lack of a legal
system, corruption, and nepotism. Also, these countries do not have an independent court
system and have a weak and unstable way of changing the government [24].

5.5. Social Security

The CPEC project is a prime illustration of the risks and difficulties that the Chinese
government and businesses wanting to invest in Pakistan face, including pervasive cor-
ruption, a lack of good governance, and the incompetence of public institutions [99,100].
Pakistan has been dealing with a severe issue for almost seven decades, which has compro-
mised its security [101]. Many different militant organizations are operating in Pakistan;
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Baluchistan Liberation Army (BLA), Lashkar-e-Jhangvi
(LeJ), Baluchistan Liberation Front (BLF) [102,103]. The threat of terrorism has always had
an impact on Pakistan’s security and stability. Since the start of the Global War on Terror,
Pakistan has made significant efforts to curb extremist and terrorist activity (GWOT) [104].
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Even though security has significantly improved recently, there is still a chance that
these projects’ engineering staff and construction sites will become terrorist targets [105,106].
There have been several attacks on Chinese engineers and workers in Pakistan, some of
which have even resulted in fatalities. To establish and implement the CPEC, Pakistan
must destroy its domestic terrorist infrastructure. Baluchistan’s unrest has both domestic
and international implications. The ongoing nature of the insurgency in the region poses
serious hurdles to the effective completion of the CPEC project because of the geostrategic
location of Baluchistan’s Gwadar port [107]. The Xinjiang Uyghur autonomous region of
China appears to be rife with unrest. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) has been threatened
by terrorism for a considerable time. Still, the Pakistani Army has launched numerous
successful military operations to destroy the terrorist infrastructure in the nation. Pakistan
started Operation Zarb-e-Azb against domestic and international groups of terrorists,
including the East-Turkistan-Islamic-Movement (ETIM) and Uzbek militants, and have
been focusing on China to weaken terrorist networks [108].

5.6. Discussion and Analysis

The Pakistani government made a bold statement in the paper’s first paragraph, claim-
ing that the CPEC and BRI would be a harbinger of economic success and well-being for
Pakistan. This research takes a considerably gloomier stance in comparison to this big
claim. Although there is reason to believe that the CPEC could boost Pakistani corporate
women’s employment, there has been no proof of this since the project’s inception [109],
the conditions under which investments in transportation can result in economic transfor-
mation through the rule of law and employee environmental consciousness in the CPEC
project were taken from the literature on social savings for this research. This study uses
the structural interpretation model (ISM) technique to create a hierarchical model of the
phenomenon encountered by CPEC [89]. The setup that has been created uses words
and images to depict complicated subjects in a logically planned and explained way, one
element by one element. The hierarchical model created using the ISM technique is dis-
played. Regarding developing a collaborative relationship among CPEC members, all the
concerns mentioned are quite serious and dynamic. Finally, the ISM model created in this
study will aid in the clear understanding of women’s empowerment and unemployment
by authorities and lawmakers.

The employment of contemporary technologies for managing fuel waste and effective
filtering procedures, as well as state interference in the stringent enforcement of environ-
mental safety rules, can resolve these concerns [110]. Pakistan will only get the most out
of the CPEC in infrastructure development, job creation, and industrial development if it
keeps strict environmental rules.

Furthermore, China and Pakistan should focus on sticking to their Carbon dioxide
(CO2) emission reduction plan to reap the benefits of trade openness through the (BRI)
while also protecting of environment and CPEC’s success [111].

Pakistan, a developing country, must deal with serious problems relating to skilled
labor. Underemployment, and unemployment are said to be caused by a brain drain of
skilled workers and a lack of technical education and awareness. The misconception in
the contentious discussion of the CPEC is that it only has anything to do with energy and
road connectivity projects. Beyond this limited meaning, the CPEC aims to prepare the
nation for enormous Chinese investment and the cross-sectional integration of skilled labor
and culture [112]. Pakistan faces a significant issue in finding skilled employees in the
context of the CPEC unless we have qualified and diverse human resources across many
sectors. The dearth of a skilled and trained female workforce makes this problem even
worse. Due to the globalization of the economy, which the CPEC represents, there is a need
for a national policy to help women develop their human incomes [113].

Emphasize the benefits of development projects for education and culture, stating
that these benefits include new learning opportunities, fresh ideas, exposing residents to
other social backgrounds, and providing leisure opportunities for the community. Existing
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research demonstrates that CPEC offers a wide range of opportunities for economic and
educational development [114]. According to previous surveys, infrastructure development
significantly impacts local community enrollment in education. Creating an infrastructural
system decreases the cost and time of visiting educational institutions. For instance,
they said that low literacy rates caused by the scarcity of schools and the placement of
universities in the local community are one of the leading causes of undeveloped areas.
The connection of long-distance visitors was also found to significantly impact the local
community’s literacy rate [115].

Political, economic, social, security, and technical issues impact how well international
transportation routes function. In particular, the effects of political hazards are lethal. The
fund for construction may be impacted by the economic risks, which have a substantial
impact. The safety issues significantly impact the construction process and everyday
operations. The influence of social dangers is significant [116]. Because of the limited
influence of technological hazards and the advancement of human technology, these risks
have less effect on global transportation channels. The International Transport Corridor,
which runs through China, Pakistan, Iran, and Turkey, does, however, pose a number of
operational risks.

According to the authors, there is a significant possibility that Pakistan will fail to
attract international investors if a forum purchasing clause regarding the CPEC is not
included in the dispute resolution system. This would be detrimental to the efforts of the
region to achieve long-term economic sustainability. However, China has already taken
steps to make its investment policies safer. It has set up three international commercial
courts, also called Belt and Road courts, one in Xi’an for the land-based Silk Road Economic
Belt, one in Shenzhen for the Maritime Silk Road, and one in Beijing that will be the
headquarters for all these courts [117].

These courts will offer services for litigation, arbitration, and mediation. According
to one theory, China wants these tribunals to resolve any disputes surrounding the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). This places Pakistan in a difficult position and calls for taking
preventative steps. The CPEC’s investment depends on Pakistan’s foreign direct investment
(FDI) laws and legal framework. Therefore, Pakistan will find it difficult (and less beneficial)
to settle these issues in Chinese courts.

6. Conclusions and Limitations of Future Research

This research suggested that the lack of a specific policy framework in the CPEC
under the BRI shall result in negative impacts on the sustainable growth of the projects.
Therefore, the LR, SS, and EEA variables on the PP of the CPEC, when analyzed through
PLS-SEM equation model structuring, depict adverse and harmful impacts. Moreover,
women employed under the CPEC of BRI are at risk, and the evaluation shows that the
vulnerable segments of society under any such development projects always work with low
income and fewer benefits. However, it was also concluded that the suggestions provided
in this research shall be taken into consideration by the policy institutions for the effective
protection of the women and vulnerable segments of the society under the CPEC of BRI for
its sustainable growth and development.

Furthermore, China and Pakistan should focus on sticking to its carbon dioxide
(CO2) emission reduction plan in order to reap the benefits of trade openness through
the Belt and Road initiative while also protecting the environment and CPEC’s success.
Pakistan, a developing country, must deal with serious problems relating to skilled labor;
underemployment, and unemployment are said to be caused by a brain drain of skilled
workers and a lack of technical education and awareness. The misconception in the
contentious discussion of the CPEC is that it only has anything to do with energy and road
connectivity projects. Beyond this limited meaning, the CPEC aims to prepare the nation
for enormous Chinese investment and the cross-sectional integration of skilled labor and
culture. Pakistan faces a significant issue in finding skilled employees in the context of
CPEC unless we have qualified and diverse human resources across many sectors. The
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dearth of a skilled and trained female workforce makes this problem even worse. Due to
the globalization of the economy, which the CPEC represents, there is a need for a national
policy to help women develop their human incomes.

The new law on Special Economic Zones, which will directly affect how the CPEC is
put into place, includes arbitration as an alternative way to settle disagreements. In the
absence of a recognized institute to administer dispute resolution and arbitration services,
advanced domestic, commercial arbitration will continue to be an appropriate alternative
to legal disputes; the domestic law of Pakistan on foreign investment is based on both legal
and constitutional security.

China has already taken steps to make its investment policies more secure by setting
up three international commercial courts (also known as Belt and Road courts), one in
Xi’an for the land-based Silk Road Economic Belt, one in Shenzhen for the Maritime Silk
Road, and one in Beijing that will act as the headquarter. These courts will provide services
for litigation, arbitration, and mediation. One opinion holds that China wants all conflicts
involving the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to be settled by these tribunals. Given that
the CPEC investment is predicated on Pakistan’s foreign direct investment (FDI) rules and
legal framework, this puts Pakistan in a tricky situation and necessitates taking proactive
measures.

Future researchers can use limitations as a guide to investigate innovative studies
because they are key identifiers for them. Since no single study can fully address every
possible scenario, each has some methodological, contextual, or theoretical constraints.
Future researchers can build on this study’s findings by examining the model in differ-
ent cultural organizations or by comparing various companies and nations, such as the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, using contextual constraints. Academics are urged to
create the underlying theories that would explain how a working woman’s empowerment

o

perspective could be used to deal with “employee environmental awareness”, “negative
workplace attitudes”, “resistance to change”, “counterproductive work behaviors”, and
“deviant workplace behaviors” in a positive way. Last but not least, future researchers

should add organizational-level variables to the model that is already there.
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