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Abstract: The aim of the presented article is to analyse the influence of the composition of synthesis
gases with mass lower heating values in the range from 12 to 20 MJ /kg on the performance, economic,
and internal parameters of an atmospheric two-cylinder spark-ignition combustion engine suitable
for a micro-generation unit. The analysed performance parameter was the torque. The economic
parameters analysed were the hourly fuel consumption and the engine’s effective efficiency. The
analysed internal parameters of the engine were the indicated mean effective pressure, the pressure
profiles in the cylinder, the course of the maximum pressure in the cylinder, and the course of the
burning-out of the fuel in the cylinder. The analysed synthesis gases were produced by thermo-
chemical processes from waste containing combustible components (methane, hydrogen and carbon
monoxide) as well as inert gases (carbon dioxide and nitrogen). Higher hydrocarbons, which
may be present in a synthesis gas, were not considered in this contribution because of their easy
liquefaction at higher pressures in pressure bottles. A total of ten gases were analysed, all of which
fall into the category of high-energy synthesis gases. The measured data from the operation of the
combustion engine running on the examined gases were compared with the reference fuel methane.
The measured results show a decrease in the performance parameters and an increase in the hourly
fuel consumption for all operating loads. Specifically, at the engine speed of 1500 rpm, the drop in
performance parameters was in the range from 9% to 24%. The performance parameters were directly
proportional to the lower volumetric heating value of the stoichiometric mixture of gases with air.
The rising fuel consumption proportionally matched the increase in the mass proportion of fuel in
the stoichiometric mixture with air. The effective efficiency of the engine varied from 27.4% to 31.3%
for different gas compositions, compared to 31.6% for methane. The conclusive results indicate that
the proportion of hydrogen, methane and inert gases in the stoichiometric mixture of synthesis gases
with air has the greatest influence on the course of fuel burning-out. The article points to the potential
of energy recovery from waste by transforming waste into high-energy synthesis gases and their use
in cogeneration.

Keywords: high-energy synthesis gas; spark ignition combustion engine; energy recovery

1. Introduction

Combustible components of the individual synthesis gases analysed in this contri-
bution present mass heating values of the fuel varying from 12 MJ/kg to approximately
19.5 MJ/kg. We have named them high-energy synthesis gases, and by analysing them, we
build on our experimental results with low- and medium-energy gases published in previ-
ous work [1,2]. The composition of the gases presented in this article compares with the
technologies of gasification and pyrolysis of municipal waste and, in most cases, pyrolysis
of plastics.

Due to the increasing production of plastic products in recent decades (from approx.
2 million tons in 1950 to approx. 150 million tons in 2000 and more than 320 million tons
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in 2018), a problem arises with the plastic products’ life cycle after the end of their use for
their original planned purpose. Moreover, a large part of plastic waste comes from plastic
packaging, which is usually intended for one or only a limited number of uses and such
products make up 42% of all produced plastic products [3-8]. This state is also influenced
by the rather long time of their natural decomposition, which pollutes the environment and
individual ecosystems with plastic waste [3,4,9-11]. One of the possible solutions is the
recycling of plastics, which can be processed back as an input raw material to produce new
products. The problem, however, is that many types of plastics are problematic to recycle
(e.g., thermosets) either due to the degradation of the original structures of the material or
due to their original form (e.g., plastic bags and foils); when the input material processing
becomes hard, it can easily clog recycling facilities. Other problems of plastic recycling are
that the input material is a part of mixed waste, or is too dirty (which also results from its
frequent use as the aforementioned packaging material). Thus, the following sorting and
cleaning are difficult and unprofitable. For the reasons mentioned above, the amount of
recycled plastics is low, only about 9%, and only 2% are recycled repeatedly [5,8,10,12-16].
In addition to recycling, we can also reduce the amount of plastic waste by incinerating
it, the share of which has increased in recent times, especially in Europe and China [10].
Although incineration brings about a reduction in the volume of plastic in landfills with
possible leakage and damage to ecosystems, it also causes the production of toxic and
acidic gases, as well as solid particles, which are released into the surrounding air, thereby
only shifting the environmental burden to another area [6,11,17]. Another possible way
to recover plastics from waste in order to prevent their accumulation in landfills is their
gasification or a commonly called process “Plastic-to-Fuel”, which falls under the so-called
chemical recycling [6,7,18]. With this method, we can effectively reduce the volume and
weight of the original waste, as well as obtain gaseous and liquid substances that can be
further used. With the aforementioned procedures and cleaning, we can obtain a mixture
of gaseous substances from plastic waste, the so-called synthesis gas. This is composed
primarily of hydrogen, carbon monoxide, methane, carbon dioxide, various hydrocarbons
and possibly nitrogen (the specific composition depends on the composition of the input
raw material “feedstock” as well as the processing method used) [16,18-28]. The synthesis
gas obtained in this way can possibly be used for the production of hydrogen, which can
be used as an input raw material in the chemical production of synthesis fuels. Another
possibility is to use synthesis gas as a gaseous fuel [18,19,24-26,29-31]. Of course, synthesis
fuels can be created from various organic substrates. The benefits of using such synthesis
fuels to reduce carbon dioxide production have been theoretically proven [32,33].

Thanks to the revaluation of products after the end of their life cycle, we can reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels produced directly from oil. This revaluation is a great advantage
in the fight against ever-increasing energy consumption. The revaluation process also
means a higher energy utilization of the primary raw material source, which leads to a
reduction in the necessary amount of energy in circulation, which brings several positives,
since the acquisition of the primary raw material negatively affects the quality of the
environment [8,15,26,34,35]. However, it is also important to note that synthesis gas can be
produced not only from waste products, but also directly from fossil fuels, which means
that when using synthesis gas thus obtained, we do not achieve the same ecological benefits
that we are able to achieve when using waste [19,24,31,36]. Fuels produced from alternative
sources can help countries, e.g., in Central Europe and elsewhere, to diversify their energy
sources, to reduce the use of fossil resources and thus to fulfil the goals of international
agreements [37,38].

The synthesis gases obtained from plastic waste reach relatively high heating val-
ues and are therefore referred to as high-energy synthesis gases. The gases obtained
in this way can reach values of a lower volumetric heating value (LHV) of more than
14 MJ/m? [20,25,27,39]. For this reason, they are a welcome alternative fuel for propul-
sion either in gas turbines or internal combustion engines or in cogeneration units. As
already mentioned, the relative representation of the individual components of these gases
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varies significantly depending on the composition of the input raw material, the processing
method used and the boundary conditions, such as temperature, pressure, processing time,
catalyst material, etc. Commonly in the synthesis gas, the volume percentage of hydrogen
is usually in the range of 2 to 70%; carbon monoxide up to 41%; carbon dioxide up to 29%;
methane up to 15% and higher hydrocarbons up to 7%. However, if nitrogen is used during
the gasification or subsequent treatment processes, its presence in the resulting gas can
also be significant, which can result in a decrease in the heating value of synthesis gas
(syngas) [22,23,25,27,40-42].

The use of “syngas” as a fuel in reciprocating combustion engines (cogeneration units)
has been investigated for a long time. In addition to the already mentioned advantages, we
can note that in the case of sufficiently clean synthesis gas, it is possible to achieve a reduc-
tion in harmful gas emissions in the exhaust during combustion. These are also reduced
by the catalyst technology in the engine exhaust, which is why we use a fundamentally
stoichiometric mixture in our experiments. Depending on the synthesis gas composition,
the advantages also include sufficient resistance to abnormal combustion, thanks to which
resistance synthesis gas can also be used in engines with a higher compression ratio [43,44].
Synthesis gases are also an advantageous alternative fuel mainly for gaseous fossil fuels,
such as natural gas, without the need for major engine adaptations [45,46].

2. Experimental Methods

The following parts of the text of this contribution present selected compositions
of synthesis gases, which were developed based on the above-mentioned analysis of
synthesis gases produced by the pyrolysis of plastics. In this article, ten synthesis gases
are presented, which, because of their lower heating value (12-20 M]/kg), fall into the
category of high-energy gases. As mentioned above, the authors of this article published
the use of low-energy as well as medium-energy synthesis gases, produced by gasification
of municipal waste, and their utilisation in the combustion engine in 2020 or 2022 [1,2]. The
following figure (Figure 1) shows a ternary diagram with the area covered by the selected
and analysed synthesis gases (numbers 1 to 10 in the inner area of the diagram) depending
on the combustible components of the synthesis gas, namely, on the percentage volume
representation of methane CHy, hydrogen H; and carbon monoxide CO in the gas. The
proportion of inert gases was constant for all gases examined (30% vol.).

\'|‘W'|"'|w"’\'|
70 65 60 55 50 45 40 35 30 256 201510 5 0O
H, [% vol.]

Figure 1. Ternary diagram of the composition of synthesis gases with a constant representation
of inert gases of 30% vol. (25% vol. CO,, 5% vol. N) with indicated composition of the selected
synthesis gas SG1 (20% vol. CHy, 20% vol. Hp, 30% vol. CO).
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The basic physical-chemical properties of the experimentally verified synthesis gases
are shown in the following table (Table 1). The individual synthesis gases are ranked in
ascending order of increasing the lower heating value of the fuel. It is known that the
performance parameters of an internal combustion engine will be largely influenced by the
amount of released energy contained in the fuel located in the combustion chamber for one
cycle. This amount of energy is best characterized by the lower volume heating value of the
mixture (LHV pixture) Of fuel and air. Other parameters that affect engine performance are
the filling of the cylinders with a fresh mixture, represented by their volumetric efficiency,
as well as the course of fuel combustion in the engine combustion chamber. Last, but not
least, the resulting volumetric amount of products after combustion also impacts the output
performance parameters.

Table 1.
12-20 MJ /kg) compared to the methane (CHy—methane, Hy—hydrogen, CO—carbon monoxide,

Selected basic physical-chemical properties of high-energy synthesis gases (LHV

CO,—carbon dioxide, Np—nitrogen, LHV—lower heating value of fuel, A/F—air to fuel ratio,
M-—molar mass, pNTp fuel—density of fuel (CHy, syngas) at NTP, pNTP mixture—density of stoichio-
metric mixture (fuel + air) at NTP, Fuel in mix.—fuel in stoichiometric mixture, LHV pjxture—lower
volumetric heating value of stoichiometric mixture, SG1—SG10 are the measured synthesis gases

(syngas) as sorted upwards by mass LHV, NTP = 20 °C, 101,325 Pa).

Name Unit CH, SG1 SG2 SG3 SG4 SG5
CH, [% vol.] 100 20 10 20 30 20
H, [% vol.] 0 20 50 30 10 40
co [% vol.] 0 30 10 20 30 10
CO, [% vol.] 0 25 25 25 25 25
N, [% vol.] 0 5 5 5 5 5
LHV [IMJ-kg~1] 50012 12,027  12.879 13274  13.545  14.857
LHV IMJm~3] 33358  12.209 9.540 12.041 14540  11.871
A/Fratio  [kgkg™!] 17.12 3.65 3.86 4.09 426 4.64
M [kg-kmol™!]  16.04 24.42 17.82 21.82 25.82 19.22
PONTP fuel [kg-m~3] 0.667 1.015 0.741 0.907 1.073 0.799
ONTP mixture  [kg-m 3] 1.153 1.158 1.067 1.205 1177 1.105
Fuel inmix.  [% vol] 9.51 24.46 29.56 24.44 20.79 24.45
LHVpmixeare  [MJm~3] 3.172 2.986 2.820 2.943 3.023 2.902
Name Unit CH, SG6 SG7 SG8 SG9 SG10
CH, [% vol.] 100 30 40 30 40 50
H, [% vol.] 0 20 10 30 20 10
co [% vol.] 0 20 20 10 10 10
CO, [% vol.] 0 25 25 25 25 25
N, [% vol.] 0 5 5 5 5 5
LHV [IMJ-kg~—1] 50012  14.892 16315 16560  18.054  19.364
LHV [M]m~3] 33358 14376 16702 14197 16530  18.859
A/Fratio  [kgkg!] 17.12 473 5.30 5.33 5.93 6.45
M [kg-kmol™1]  16.04 23.22 24.62 20.62 22.02 2343
PNTP fuel [kg-m~3] 0.667 0.965 1.024 0.857 0.916 0.974
ONTP mixture  [kgm 3] 1.153 1.155 1172 1.132 1.152 1.168
Fuel inmix.  [% vol] 9.51 20.81 18.11 20.80 18.10 16.04
LHVpixeare  [MJm~3] 3.172 2.991 3.025 2.953 2.992 3.025
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Similar to our previous publications [1,2], the experimental measurements were carried
out on the Lombardini LGW702 atmospheric spark-ignition engine (Table 2). Modifications
of this two-cylinder engine lay in the modification of the head of the combustion engine,
the compression ratio and the intake manifold as well as the method of preparation of the
mixture. Because of its small displacement, the engine reduces fuel costs for experiments.

Table 2. Parameters of the Lombardini LGW 702 spark ignition combustion engine together with a
photo of the modified piston bowls.

Principle of the Work Spark Ignition
Number of cylinders and 2in a row
arrangement

Crankshaft angle (°) 360
Bore/Stroke (mm) 75/77.6

Sweep volume (cm?) 686

Compression ratio (-) 12.5:1
Valve timing, drive OHC, timing belt

External, in a mixer with electronic control of

Preparation of mixture . . . S
mixture richness to stoichiometric mixture

By liquid, with forced circulation, two-circuit
Cooling thermostatically controlled, radiator blown
by a fan, driven by an electric motor

Electronically controlled throttle Brisk10DS-

Regulation the highest thermal value

Ignition system Ignition coil Bosch, energy 65 m]J

The arrangement diagram of the experimental equipment together with the description
of the individual components is shown in the following figure (Figure 2). The internal
combustion engine was braked by an electric induction dynamometer MEZ Vsetin (1DS
736 V), which can work in two modes: in motor mode and generator mode of operation.
The mass flow rate of the gaseous fuels was measured with the flow meter F-113AC-M50-
AAD-55-V from the Bronkhorst company. This mass flow meter used nitrogen as the
reference fuel. The actual flow rate was multiplied by the multiplication factor specific
to each syngas composition to obtain the actual syngas mass flow rate. All experimental
measurements, published in this article, were carried out during stoichiometric operation,
which was ensured by the feedback regulation of the control unit by the broadband lambda
probe (Bosch LSU 4.9, Bosch Engineering GmbH, Abstatt, Germany) located in the exhaust
pipe and by the action member—a stepper motor that regulated the flow of gas in the fuel
line leading to the mixer.

Pressure Analysis

The measurement of pressure curves was carried out at the speed of the micro-
cogeneration unit (or combustion engine) at 1500 rpm (or min~!). It was measured with
the system of Kistler sensors. The pressure in the cylinder was measured with a piezo-
electric pressure sensor integrated into the spark plug KISTLER (6118CC-4CQ02-4-1) from
Kistler Company, Switzerland. The correction of the dynamic course of the pressure in
the cylinder was realized by sensing the course of the pressure in the intake manifold in
the BDC area during the opening of the intake valve. The absolute value of the pressure
in the intake manifold was sensed with the 4075A10 piezo-resistive pressure sensor. The
actual crankshaft position was measured with the Kistler 2613B1 encoder. Both devices
mentioned above were from Kistler Switzerland. In order for us to be able to analyse the
burning-out of the fuel, the actual moment of the spark jump was also measured in each
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work cycle using a self-developed sensor based on the principle of an optic-coupler with a
diode, which was connected in parallel with two combined BOSCH P65-T ignition coils
(Bosch Engineering GmbH, Abstatt, Germany) with a maximum spark energy 65 mJ. A
program for post-processing and evaluation of measured data was developed in Matlab
(version 9.11).

Figure 2. The basic scheme of the internal combustion engine Lombardini LGW 702: 1—intake
manifold, 2—position sensor of the crankshaft, 3—water radiator, 4—exhaust system, 5—silencer,
6—catalyst, 7—exhaust temperature and pressure sensor, 8—spark plug with integrated pressure
sensor, 9—dynamometer, 10—pressure bottle of methane, 11—pressure bottle of syngas, 12,19—mass
flowmeter of gas, 13—mixer with diffuser, 14—engine control unit, 15—ignition coil, 16—broadband
lambda probe, 17—stepper motor, 18—mixture richness regulation.

The analysis of the course of the fuel combustion was based on the one-zone zero-
dimensional thermodynamic model [47]. The analysis of the fuel burning-out and heat
release is based on the Rassweiler-Withrow method. This method is based on the knowl-
edge that the increase in pressure in the combustion chamber of the engine is composed of
a partial pressure component from the combustion itself and a partial component from the
movement of the piston in the cylinder. The first law of thermodynamics is applicable in
the following form:

dU =dQ —dW + Y _h; x dm; 1)
1

where

dU—differential of internal energy of matter in the system.

dQ—differential of heat delivered to the system.

dW—differential of the work produced by the system.

h; x dm;—i-th component of enthalpy of mass flow across system boundaries (during
combustion, this term is assumed to be zero).
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By writing out and modifying the above Equation (1), we obtain the following form:

1 K rT
Qe = —1 Vdp + deV + (H - K_l)dmc - Xi:hi X dm; + dQpy )

where

dQq—differential of the released chemical energy from the fuel.
xk—specific heat ratio.

u—specific internal energy.

r—mass specific gas constant.

T—mean thermodynamic temperature.

dm.—total mass of charge.

dQ—differential of the heat transfer to the chamber walls.

During combustion, the last three members of Equation (2) are considered to be zero,
and then the final shape of the pressure increment was obtained from the two partial

increments:
K

-1
dp = " —dQ - %dv — dp. +dp, ®)

In Equation (3), the first member (dp.) represents the pressure change due to combus-
tion and the second member (dp;) is the incremental change due to the volume change.

The start and the end of the combustion were determined by the change in entropy
during combustion. See [48] for more details. To determine the beginning and the end
of the combustion process, we also used another method, namely a method based on
the deviation of the combustion curve from the compression or the expansion line in the
logarithmic p-V diagram.

In approximately 195 consecutive cycles, the pressure was measured at each measuring
point. A statistical analysis was evaluated from them in the form of determined coefficients
of variation (COV) for various cyclically repeating parameters. It is calculated as the ratio
of the standard deviation to the arithmetic mean of the investigated parameter, as stated by
the following relation:

1 n =
T Lim1 Xi — X

COV =

100 [%] 4)

The cycle variability (COV) deals with the evenness of engine operation and with the
overall life of an internal combustion engine. It also affects its performance parameters.

All synthesis gas compositions were examined in the range of engine revolutions
from 1200 to 2200 rpm, with stoichiometric composition of a mixture and at full load. The
pre-ignition angle was optimized for each engine operating mode in order to achieve the
best performance parameters. All output integral parameters were reduced to normal
ambient conditions (NTP =20 °C, 101,325 Pa).

3. Experimental Results

The basic comparative fuel in the analysis of the effects of synthesis gases on the
parameters of the combustion engine was methane, to which the results obtained by
chosen synthesis gases were compared. The following graphs show integral parameters
divided into two groups. The first group includes gases with a constant proportion of
carbon monoxide (10% vol.), and the second group includes the remaining synthesis gases.
All synthesis gases have a constant proportion of inert gases (30% vol.) and only the
proportions of combustible components change.

3.1. Integral Parameters of Combustion Engine

The following graphs (Figures 3 and 4) show the curves of torque and hourly fuel
consumption in the main speed characteristics of the engine for different gaseous fuels,
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divided into the two groups mentioned above. From the preliminary analysis of the
physical-chemical properties, it follows that the highest lower volumetric heating value
(LHV mixture Table 1) of the stoichiometric mixture of fuel and air (3.023 and 3.025 MJ/m?)
was achieved in the synthesis gases SG4, SG7 and SG10, and, on the contrary, the lowest
(2.820 MJ/m?) in the synthesis gas SG2. Therefore, when burning synthesis gases SG4,
SG7 and SGI10, the highest performance parameters can be expected, since the main factor
influencing the output performance parameters is the energy contained in the cylinder.
Another factor is the value of filling the cylinder with fresh mixture, which is expressed
by the volumetric efficiency. An equally important factor (as we mentioned above), is the
course of fuel burn and also the volumetric amount of products after combustion. It can be
seen from the graphs that the highest torque value (39.7 N-m) at the operating speed of
1500 rpm was achieved exactly during the combustion of the above-mentioned synthesis
gas SG4. The torque decrease when running on SG4 is approximately 9% compared to
running on methane across the entire engine speed range. Conversely, the lowest torque
value (33.2 N-m) was achieved when operating on SG2 fuel with the lowest volumetric
lower heating value of the mixture (2.820 MJ/ md).
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Figure 3. Course of the brake torque M; and the hourly fuel consumption Mg, in the engine speed
characteristics for the methane and synthesis gases at full load, stoichiometric mixture and optimum
start of ignition (SOI) angle.

Compared to the hourly fuel consumption, the reference fuel methane has the lowest
hourly consumption (1.56 kg/h), which needs only 9.5% vol. of methane to create a
stoichiometric mixture with air. The value of the volume fraction of synthesis gases in the
stoichiometric mixture ranges from 16.0% vol. for SG10 up to 29.6% vol. for SG2. The
highest hourly fuel consumption (5.79 kg/h) during the micro-cogeneration unit operating
speed of 1500 rpm was when combusting synthesis gas SG1, which had the highest mass
fraction of fuel (21.5% wt.) in the stoichiometric mixture with air. On the contrary, the
lowest hourly fuel consumption (3.68 kg/h) was measured with the gas marked SG10,
which had the lowest volume or mass fraction of fuel (26.7% vol. or 13.4% wt.) in the
stoichiometric mixture.

The highest value of the total effective efficiency (31.6%) for the speed of 1500 rpm was
achieved when operating on methane. Out of all the synthesis gases, the highest efficiency
(31.3% or 31.2%) was measured with the synthesis gases labelled SG4 and SG8. Con-
versely, the lowest effective efficiency (27.4%) was measured while running on the synthesis
gas SG2.
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Figure 4. Course of the brake torque M; and the hourly fuel consumption Mg, in the engine speed
characteristics for the methane and synthesis gases at full load, stoichiometric mixture and optimum
start of ignition (SOI) angle.

3.2. Internal Parameters of Combustion Engine

Figures 5 and 6 show the indicated mean effective pressure (IMEP) curves depending
on the angle of rotation of the crankshaft, when 50% of the fuel is burned. The IMEP
waveform for each fuel was created from a set of measurements at different start of ignition
(SOI) angles ranging from the smallest SOI that ensured continuous engine operation to
40 °CA BTDC (Crank Angle before Top Dead Centre) and 195 consecutive cycles were
evaluated in each operating mode. The largest average IMEP value (0.965 MPa) was
achieved when operating on methane. At this IMEP value, the angle at which 50% of
the mass of fuel is burned was 8.6 °CA ATDC (Crank Angle after Top Dead Centre). The
optimal SOI angle was 26 °CA BTDC when burning methane. Among the synthesis gases,
the highest IMEP value (0.886 MPa) was achieved by the SG4 gas (the angle osgo,\mpp has
a value of approx. 9.5 °CA ATDC). The lowest value of IMEP (0.774 MPa) was achieved
when burning gas labelled SG2 with an angle when 50% of the fuel is burned, approx.
10.5 °CA ATDC. Figures 5 and 6 show the dispersion of the individually measured IMEP
values. This dispersion is characterized using the coefficient of variation (COV) of the mean
indicated pressure. This value was 0.58% when the engine was running on methane with
an optimal SOI angle. During the operation of the combustion engine on synthesis gases,
the coefficient of variation ranged from 0.59% for synthesis gas SG1 to 3.3% for synthesis
gas SG2. The higher COV value for SG2 gas is caused by a high proportion of hydrogen
(50% vol.) and at the same time a low proportion of methane (10% vol.).

The developed diagrams p—a for synthesis gases and methane (Figures 7 and 8) depict
the average course of the pressure p in the cylinder during compression and expansion,
depending on the angle of rotation of the crankshaft «. The pressure curves are plotted
for optimum SOI angles (i.e., for maximum IMEP values) for each fuel. For methane,
the highest pressure value (6.04 MPa) was reached at the angle of 12.8 °CA ATDC. Out
of the synthesis gases, the highest pressure (5.96 MPa or 5.94 MPa) was reached for the
synthesis gases SG8 or SG5. For these two gases, the character of the pressure course was
also registered, as mentioned above, at approximately the same IMEP value (0.828 MPa
and 0.847 MPa, respectively). The SG9 gas had the lowest value of maximum pressure
(4.83 MPa). When comparing the coefficient of variation (COV) of the maximum pressure,
the highest value (8.2%) was achieved with the SG9 synthesis gas. On the contrary, the
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lowest value (5.4%) was measured for the fuel SG2, which contained the highest proportion
of hydrogen (50% vol.) out of the investigated gases. In addition, the SG5 gas, which has
40% vol. of hydrogen, has a relatively low value of the coefficient of variation of maximum
pressure (5.8%). The reference fuel methane has a coefficient of variation value of maximum
pressure 6.8%. In conclusion, increasing the percentage of hydrogen in the synthesis gas
decreases the value of the coefficient of variation of maximum pressure.
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Figure 5. Course of the mean indicated effective pressure (IMEP) depending on the angle (x50o,MmFB)
of the crankshaft rotation, when 50% of the mass of the fuel is burned when operating on methane and
synthesis gases SG2, SG5, SG8, SG9 and SG10. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load, stoichiometric mixture.
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Figure 6. Course of the mean indicated effective pressure (IMEP) depending on the angle (x50o,MmFB)
of the crankshaft rotation, when 50% of the mass of the fuel is burned when operating on methane and
synthesis gases SG1, SG3, SG4, SG6 and SG7. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load, stoichiometric mixture.
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Figure 7. Pressure profile p in the cylinder of an internal combustion engine during operation
on methane and synthesis gases SG2, SG5, SG8, SG9 and SG10. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load,
stoichiometric mixture, optimum start of ignition angle (SOI) for each fuel, compression curve is

for air.
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Figure 8. Pressure profile p in the cylinder of an internal combustion engine during operation
on methane and synthesis gases SG1, SG3, SG4, SG6 and SG7. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load,
stoichiometric mixture, optimum start of ignition angle (SOI) for each fuel, compression curve is
for air.

The optimum SOI value varied from 16 °CA BTDC for SG2 (high proportion of
hydrogen 50% vol., which has a high burning rate) to the value of 27 °CA BTDC for SG10,
due to the high proportion of methane (50% vol.), which burns the slowest compared
to the other flammable components. The pressure rise rate value for the reference fuel
(methane) was 0.225 MPa/1 °CA. Burning SG5 or SG8 gas recorded the highest pressure
rise rate value (0.217 MPa/1 °CA), which can be attributed to the already mentioned
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relatively high proportion of hydrogen in the mixture. The lowest pressure rise rate value
(0.151 MPa/1 °CA) was achieved with the SG9 synthesis gas.

If the dependence of the maximum pressure values versus the angle was depicted,
for 50% of the mass fraction of the fuel burned (MFB), the course would be of the shape
depicted in Figures 9 and 10. For each fuel, an analysis of the regulatory characteristics
for different SOI angles was carried out (195 consecutive cycles were analysed for each
SOI angle), from which a graph was subsequently constructed. As can be seen from
Figures 9 and 10, the maximum pressure in the cylinder for methane is stabilized at the
value of approximately 8.5 MPa, and with increasing SOI, it does not change. The course
of the maximum pressure against the angle of o5p9,Mpp has the character of an inverted
S-shape. The position of the inflection point for methane corresponds to the maximum
pressure of 6.1 MPa at approximately 8.5 °CA ATDC. The inflection point of the curve
is located at the point in which the combustion engine operation was at the optimum
SOI angle (26 °CA BTDC) and thus had the highest value of IMEP (0.965 MPa), at which
the as5p,mpp angle has the value of 8.5 °CA ATDC. The lowest course of the curve of
maximum pressure (approximately 7.5 MPa) is registered for SG2. The inflection point
for this gas is at the angle osg9mpp 10.5 °CA ATDC, at which the highest IMEP values
(0.774 MPa) are achieved. To summarize, the course of the curve for each synthesis gas
had an inflection point at the angle xspo,mpp, at which the highest performance parameters
were also achieved. In other words, the inflection point was always located in the position
at which the operation of the combustion engine is optimal (at the optimum SOI angle).

9.0 1
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Figure 9. The course of the maximum pressure depending on the angle at which 50% of the fuel for
methane and synthesis gases (5G2, SG5, SG8, SG9 and SG10) is burned. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full
load, stoichiometric mixture.

The following diagrams (Figures 11 and 12) show the fuel burning-out curves (MFB)
against the crankshaft rotation angle for different synthesis gas compositions compared to
methane. The ignition delay (the time between the start of ignition (SOI) and the moment
of visible combustion (SOC)) for methane is around 12.5 °CA for the optimum SOI ang]e.
The period between the SOI and the combustion of methane 5% wt. is approximately
20.4 °CA. The main burning-out period (10-90% MFB) lasts 24.4 °CA. The total burning-out
period for methane (the period between SOC and EOC) is 56 °CA.
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Figure 10. The course of the maximum pressure depending on the angle at which 50% of the fuel for
methane and synthesis gases (SG1, SG3, SG4, SG6 and SG7) is burned. Conditions: 1500 rpm, full
load, stoichiometric mixture.
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Figure 11. Course of burning-out of the fuel (CHy, SG2, SG5, SG8, SG9 and SG10) as dependent on
the crankshaft angle for methane and synthesis gases (MFB—Mass Fraction Burned, a—Crankshaft
Rotation Angle, TDC—Top Dead Centre, SOI—Start of Ignition, SOC—Start of Combustion,
EOC—End of Combustion). Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load, stoichiometric mixture, optimum
SOI angle for each fuel.

Of the experimentally verified high-energy gases, SG9 synthesis gas has the longest
main burning-out period (27.5 °CA), and vice versa, the SG2 synthesis gas has the shortest
main burning-out period (22.6 °CA). The reason is the already-mentioned high proportion
of hydrogen in the mixture. The shortest period between the moment of SOI and the angle
when 5% of the fuel was burned (11.6 °CA) was for the synthesis gas SG2 (containing
50% vol. H2). On the other hand, the longest period (21.6 °CA) was when the engine was
operating on the fuel labelled as SG10, which contains the highest proportion of methane
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(50% vol.) out of all the analysed gases. The coefficient of variation of the position angle
(COV ), when a given mass fraction of the fuel has been burned, generally increases with
the increasing mass fraction of the burned fuel. When burning-out methane, the values are
as follows: COVCXlO%MFB = 0.36%, COVO(5Q%MFB = 0.530/0, and COVOLgO%MFB =0.71%. The
synthesis gas SG10 has the largest variance of coefficients of variation for each burning-out
period, with the following COV values: COVaygo,mre = 0.43%, COVasgomrp = 0.62%,
and COVaggo,mrs = 1.01%. Conversely, the greatest repeatability of the combustion pro-
cess was achieved by the synthesis gas marked SG2, which has individual coefficients of
variation with the following values: COV otjgo,mre = 0.23%, COV aspomrs = 0.38%, and
COVoaggo,mrp = 0.64. The low values are caused by the high content of hydrogen in the
gaseous fuel.
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Figure 12. Course of burning-out of the fuel (CHy, SG1, SG3, SG4, SG6 and SG7)) as dependent on
the crankshaft angle for methane and synthesis gases (MFB—Mass Fraction Burned, a—Crankshaft
Rotation Angle, TDC—Top Dead Centre, SOI—Start of Ignition, SOC—Start of Combustion,
EOC—End of Combustion). Conditions: 1500 rpm, full load, stoichiometric mixture, optimum
SOI angle for each fuel.

The preliminary analysis of the pressure rise rate values, as well as of the COV values
for the gradual burning-out of the fuel, signals that the synthesis gases with a higher
proportion of hydrogen establish a higher pressure rise rate for the engine run; however,
on the other hand, they lead to a more stable operation of the combustion engine.

4. Short Discussion

In the sources of energy from municipal waste, we also include synthesis gases that
appear to be an easily usable source of drive for the combustion engines intended for
stationary applications, e.g., cogeneration units. This type of fuel contributes to reducing
the environmental burden on the environment and to the use of carbon-neutral fuels.

From the analysis of the characteristic properties of synthesis gases, the most important
parameter is the volumetric heating value of the stoichiometric mixture of fuel with air.
In the second place, the very process of burning-out their mixture must be taken into
account, i.e., the rate of heat release and the related pressure curve in the cylinder. The
courses of pressure for individual gases are influenced by the SOI value, the ignition
delay (i.e., the SOI-SOC value), the burning-out rate of the mixture, the volume change
in combusted products, the position and value of the maximum pressure, differences in
the expansion of individual gases, etc. All these aspects and parameters that characterize
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the combustion process, together with the effective filling of the cylinder with a fresh
mixture as characterized by volumetric efficiency, also affect the resulting value of the
total or effective engine efficiency. We encounter these mutually identical connections
between the characteristics of the fuel and the engine itself in all types of low-, medium-,
and high-energy synthesis gases that we have measured so far.

The relationship between the brake torque M; 1509 at an engine speed of 1500 rpm and
the volumetric heating value of the stoichiometric mixture LHV yixture for the gases SG1 to
SG10, which are classified into the category of high-energy fuels, is shown in Figure 13. The
growing trend of this performance parameter is linear and is directly related to the increase
in the volumetric heating value of the burned mixture. The linear trend line (red straight
line), plotted across the measured values, shows that the deviations in the measured data
from the trend line in Figure 13 are for all gases in the range up to max. £5%.
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Figure 13. Values of the brake torque M; 150 as a function of LHV pjyure at the engine speed of
1500 rpm and full load for measured SGs.

The characteristic trend of the dependence of fuel consumption on the mass proportion
of fuel in the mixture is linear. It can be concluded that when the mass of the fuel in the
stoichiometric mixture increases (Figure 14), its hourly consumption increases as well.
Compared to methane CH4 (1.56 kg/h), the synthesis gas consumption is 2.3 (SG10) to
3.6 (SG1) times higher. This is caused by the relatively low quantity of air and the high
quantity of SG needed to prepare the stoichiometric mixture (Table 1, A/F ratio).

The measured curves of pressures in the engine cylinder for SGs and methane are
shown above in Figures 7 and 8. The curves lead us to the conclusion that the SG5 and SG8
gases (containing 40% and 30% of hydrogen by volume) burn approximately equally fast,
but faster than methane, and the fastest of all synthesis gases. Compared to methane, their
maximum pressures are slightly closer to the TDC, and after combustion, they reach the
maximum pressure only by 0.1 MPa lower than methane. This state also leads to a faster
increase in the pressure before TDC, but also to a greater expenditure of compression work.
On the other hand, during the expansion stroke, the pressure drop is faster compared to
methane, the expansion work is lower, which then leads to the measured torque values
shown in Figures 3 and 4. The differences in the composition of the individual gases
also affect the pressure curves in the engine cylinder. These differences are described in
more detail in Section 3.2. The authors of the article have published on the effect of the
individual synthesis gas components on combustion in an internal combustion engine in
their publications [49,50]. The combustion process during the compression stroke (thus, the
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compression work expended) for all SGs differs; however, small differences arise during
the expansion stroke in favour of the SG4 and the SG7 gases, which is manifested in the
highest M; values (Figure 4).

Figure 14 shows the dependence of the hourly fuel consumption of the engine at the
speed of 1500 rpm at the full load on the mass proportion of fuel (5Gs) in the stoichiometric
mixture. The highest hourly consumption is for the SG1 gas (5.79 kg/h); on the contrary,
the lowest hourly consumption is for the SG10, with a value of 3.68 kg/h.
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Figure 14. Values of the hourly fuel consumption Mge11500 as a function of mass percentage syngas
in the stoichiometric mixture.

These briefly summarized results achieved from high-energy synthesis gases from
waste plastics point to their possible effective use in cogeneration units. Therefore, we
would gladly repeat that SGs help solve the problem of waste in the environment, both
by reducing the amount of landfilled waste and by obtaining clean electrical and thermal
energy in the cogeneration process. The presented combustion analysis serves to better
understand the obtained results. The presented graphs provide an idea of the general
behaviour of SGs during their combustion in the internal combustion engine. In this paper,
we have measured, in total, 10 high-energy SGs, and the results point to the tendency in
performance achievements and economic parameters of the engine. From their analysis,
the authors came at the overall results and recommendations, which are presented in
the conclusions.

5. Conclusions

1. At the speed of 1500 rpm the torque value achieved for methane was 43.2 N-m. For
the investigated synthesis gases (Figures 3, 4 and 13), this value was lower (from
33.2 N'm for the SG2 to 39.7 N-m for the SG4) due to lower achieved values of
the volumetric LHV of the stoichiometric mixture as compared to methane. The
linear trend line (red line in Figure 13) drawn through the measured moment values
shows that the deviations of the measured data from the trend line in the graph are
within £5%.

2. The synthesis gas consumption (Figures 3, 4 and 14) was 2.4 to 3.7 times higher than
the methane consumption (1.56 kg/h). This is due to the fact that when operating
on syngas, a smaller amount of air is consumed to create a stoichiometric mixture
(from 3.65 kg /kg for the SG1 to 6.45 kg /kg for the SG10, see the A /F ratio in Table 1)
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compared to methane (17.12 kg/kg). The hourly fuel consumption increases linearly
with the increasing mass representation of a synthesis gas in the stoichiometric mixture
(Figure 14).
The highest value of the maximum combustion pressure (5.96 MPa) out of all mea-
sured synthesis gases was achieved for SG8 (Figure 7) and, conversely, the lowest
combustion pressure (4.83 MPa) was achieved by the SG9 gas. The coefficient of
variation of the maximum pressure was the lowest (5.4%) for the synthesis gas SG2,
and, conversely, the highest value (8.2%) was when burning the SG9 gas.
The lowest pressure rise rate value (0.151 MPa/1 °CA) was achieved for the SG9,
which contained 50% vol. of methane. Gases with a high hydrogen content (40% vol.
in the SG5 and 30% vol. in the SG8) achieved the highest values of the pressure rise
rate (0.217 MPa/1 °CA) of the engine.
The SG2 gas, which, in its composition, contains up to 50% vol. of hydrogen (Table 1),
burned the fastest out of all combustible components of SGs, and had the least
optimum start of ignition angle, namely, 16 °CA BTDC. On the other hand, the gas
5G10, which had the highest methane content, had the largest start of ignition angle,
namely, 27 °CA BTDC. In other words, with the same number of inert gases in the fuel,
a larger proportion of hydrogen in the fuel mixture, with its faster burning, affects the
reduction in the optimum start of ignition SOI angle before TDC.
The course of fuel combustion (Figures 11 and 12) presents the longest main phase of
combustion (10-90% MFB) for the synthesis gas SG9 with a value of 27.5 °CA. The
SG2 gas with the highest proportion of hydrogen (50% by volume) has the shortest
main burning phase (22.6 °CA). The angle with half of the fuel burned varied from
6.9 °CA ATDC for the SG5 or the SG8 to 12.3 °CA ATDC for the SG9. The phase of the
start of ignition (SOI—5% MFB) was the shortest (11.6 °CA) for the synthesis gas SG2
with high hydrogen content and, conversely, the longest (21.6 °CA) for the synthesis
gas SG10 with the highest methane content.
The analysis of the effect of hydrogen in synthesis gases on the combustion process in
internal combustion engines has shown that the hydrogen content in SGs is one of
the main causes of their different behaviour during their combustion in the engine.
Increasing the hydrogen content in synthesis gases brings about an increase in the
values of the pressure increase rate during the combustion, a decrease in the COV
values during the gradual burning-out of fuel, and a shortening of the total combustion
period. In other words, synthesis gases with a higher hydrogen content lead to a
slight increase in pressure rise rate, but also to a more stable combustion process.
The role of hydrogen in synthesis gases, as long as there is no abnormal combustion,
is positive. Combustion with a higher H, content resembles isochoric combustion,
which contributes to higher thermal and effective engine efficiency and also to lower
fuel consumption. At the same time, it is necessary to consider an important property
of hydrogen in a combusted gas mixture [49], namely that a higher proportion of
hydrogen in the mixture reduces the emissions of harmful hydrocarbons. A higher
hydrogen content in SGs reduces environmentally neutral CO;. On the contrary, when
burning SGs, the present hydrogen increases the content of nitrogen oxides and water
vapour in the exhaust gases of combustion engines.
The results for high-energy synthesis gases provide an idea of the integral parame-
ters of the engine (torque and hourly consumption, Figures 3 and 4), as well as its
internal parameters, which are related to the combustion processes of these gases
(Figures 5-12), to which we paid the most attention in this article. The authors have
grouped and summarized the results of the measurements into the following groups.
They are similar to the conclusions reached for low- and medium-energy synthesis
gases [1,2].
(@) For the use of high-energy synthesis gases in cogeneration units, the most
important criterion for obtaining energy from them must be the criterion of
low consumption and, at the same time, high efficiency of the use. The results
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show that for the measured gases at 1500 rpm, the two required conditions are
simultaneously fulfilled for gases SG8 (effective efficiency 32%), SG7 (32%) and
SG4 (31%) (Figure 14). At the same time, the SG4 gas has achieved the highest
performance parameters and also has one of the highest volumetric lower
heating values of mixture LHV pjxure Of all gases (Table 1). The examined
gases contain a high proportion of methane (from 30 to 40%) and hydrogen
(10% and 30%). Therefore, the general conclusion that we can recommend for
the production of high-energy gases is to manage the gasification technology in
such a manner that the resulting gases contain as much methane and hydrogen
as possible.

(b) In order to avoid abnormal combustion in the form of engine knocking or
back-firing of the mixture in the intake manifold, it is necessary to take
into account the fact that in the case of gases with a low methane content
(e.g., SG2, Table 1), if the hydrogen content in the fuel exceeds 25% vol., then
the volume of inert gases must not fall below 25% of the volume [1,2]. Dur-
ing the experiments with SGs, this restriction was observed and we did not
measure any signs of abnormal combustion during the experiments.

(c) Regarding the inert gases present in the synthesis gases, if the gasification
technology allows it, for the maximum optimization of performance param-
eters [1,49], we recommend a higher proportion of nitrogen in the synthesis
gases than the proportion of carbon dioxide.

(d)  When changing the composition of synthesis gases, the same as with the
low and medium-energy synthesis gases [1,2], it is necessary to optimize the
engine for the compression ratio, the start of ignition angle (SOI) for individual
gases, the ignition system (energy value sparks, thermal value of the spark
plug), the geometry of the pipeline system in terms of achieving the maximum
filling of the cylinders (valve timing, use of the wave effect), the shape of the
combustion chamber or the shape of the channels and valves (flow coefficients),
the optimum turbulence of the filling, the use of supercharging, etc. The
results of SGs analyses carried out by the authors of this article are directly
applicable in practice. The analyses provide several suggestions on how to
set up waste gasification technologies to achieve optimal performance and the
best economic (hourly fuel consumption, effective efficiency) parameter of the
engine or cogeneration units.
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