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Abstract: As an efficient energy conversion technology, the organic Rankine cycle (ORC) has been
widely applied in medium- and low-grade heat sources. In order to explore the experimental
performance of ORC and reveal the effects of operation parameters, an experimental setup was built
and R123 was selected as the working fluid. In the experiments, the heat source temperature as well
as the mass flow rates of the working fluid and cooling water were controlled. Under the design
conditions, the net work and cycle efficiency can, respectively, reach up to 0.55 kW and 8.7%. As
for the influences of key parameters, with the increase in heat source temperature from 130 ◦C to
160 ◦C, the involved heat has a small increase, while the net work increases from 0.44 kW to 0.55 kW,
and the cycle efficiency greatly increases from 6.71% to 8.72% at a mass flow rate of working fluid
25 g/s. As for the mass flow rate of cooling water, it has a similar impact on the cycle performances.
The difference is that the effect of the cooling water rate is relatively smaller. At the mass flow rate
25 g/s, when the cooling water rate increases from 0.68 kg/s to 0.83 kg/s, the net work varies from
0.46 kW to 0.55 kW, the cycle efficiency increases in the range 7.41~9.4%. Furthermore, except cycle
efficiency, all performances are proportional to the mass flow rate of working fluid. In the test range,
the difference of cycle efficiency among different mass flow rates is less than 0.7%.

Keywords: organic Rankine cycle; experimental test; thermal efficiency

1. Introduction

In order to achieve the goal of carbon peaking and carbon integration, besides vigor-
ously developing the renewable energy, a large amount of medium and low temperature
heat has to be recovered [1]. As a classical thermal power generation technology, the organic
Rankine cycle (ORC), has been widely employed to convert the thermal energy of medium
and low temperature [2] due to the low boiling temperature of organic working fluid and
the relatively high energy conversion efficiency. In the past two decades, a significant
global effort has sought to address the engineering challenges of ORC so as to promote its
commercialization. The application fields of ORC include biomass energy, solar energy,
geothermal energy, ocean thermal energy, waste heat recovery from internal combustion
engines, and gas turbine cycle [3]. Nowadays, numerous studies have been published to
theoretically and experimentally investigate the ORC [4,5].

In terms of the theoretical studies on ORC, much of the attention has focused on the
selection of the working fluid, cycle configuration, design and optimization, dynamics, and
control [4]. As an energy transfer fluid, the used working fluid significantly influences the
thermodynamic performances and operation safety of ORC. Thus, by comprehensively con-
sidering the cycle performances and environmental properties, researchers have proposed
the enumerative method and molecular design to screen the optimal fluids from numerous
organics. For the enumerative method, the candidate fluids are first predetermined and
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then various performances are compared for these fluids so that the optimal fluid can be
determined [6]. As for the molecular design, the fluids are generated by combining groups.
By comparing the performances of these generated fluids, the best fluid can be found [7].
In addition to the working fluid, the system performance is also closely related to the cycle
configurations. Nowadays, on the basis of a basic ORC, researchers have developed various
configurations, such as the regenerative cycle, the split regenerative cycle, the cascade cycle,
and the dual-pressure cycle [8,9]. These cycles generally have different performances at
different application scenarios. Thus, aiming at the characteristics of the given heat sources,
suitable structures can be identified by comparing performances of different cycles. In
addition, for given working fluid and cycle configuration, operation parameters have to be
optimized to obtain the highest net work and the lowest cost. In the literature, the optimiza-
tion consists of single- and multi-objective optimizations. The widely used optimization
algorithms are the genetic algorithm [10] and particle swarm algorithm [11]. Based on the
above studies, system design parameters can be obtained for a given heat source. However,
in practical engineering, with the change in heat source condition and ambient temper-
ature, the system will operate dynamically under non-rated conditions. Thus, dynamic
behaviors of ORC have been investigated by researchers [12,13]. Furthermore, to ensure
the high efficiency and safety of system operation, the corresponding controls were also
explored [14,15].

Even though fruitful results have been obtained in the theoretical studies on ORC,
these are underpinned by a large number of assumptions. Thus, before performing an
engineering application of ORC, experiments are still needed to test the performance of
ORC. Compared with rich theoretical studies, experimental investigations of ORC are
relatively smaller due to the high experimental cost. Furthermore, although various cycle
configurations have been theoretically proposed, the experiments mainly focused on the
basic and regenerative ORCs. For example, Feng et al. [16] established an experimental
setup of 3 kW ORC with the working fluid R123. The used expansion machine was scroll ex-
pander. With the varying of working fluid mass flow rates in the range of 0.124~0.222 kg/s
and heat source temperatures in the range of 383.15~413.15 K, the behaviors of components
and corresponding system performance were discussed in detail. Thereafter, the research
group selected R245fa as working fluid and explored the effects of the pressure drop, degree
of superheating, and condenser temperature on the system’s overall performance. The
maximum expander shaft power and thermal efficiency are 2.64 kW and 5.92%, respec-
tively [17]. Based on this experimental apparatus, Li et al. [18] further examined the effects
of heat source temperature on the system performances. The experimental results show
that, under a temperature in the range of 353.15~373.15 K, the system efficiency is in the
range of 4.9~5.6%. Furthermore, an experimental performance comparison of the basic and
regenerative ORC systems was also conducted by this group. The results indicate that the
basic ORC system has a higher heat source temperature utilization than the regenerative
ORC system [19]. With R1233zd(E) as working fluid, Li et al. [20] also constructed another
experimental test facility based on a conventional recuperative ORC system. A single-screw
expander was employed as the expansion device. Under the design condition, the system
can output work 11 kW. In the experiments, the best thermal efficiency can reach up to
3.6% with dry expansion. In addition, Eyerer et al. [21] further compared the experimental
cycle performances between R1233zd(E) and R245fa. The results show that the maximum
thermal efficiency of R1233zd(E) is 6.92% higher than that of R245fa, but the output power
generated by R245fa is 12.17% higher than that of R1233zd(E). For more experiments, the
interest readers can refer to the studies [5,22]. In fact, there are yet hundreds of experimen-
tal platforms to test the performance of ORC from the energetic point of view. In these
experiments, the commonly considered working fluids are R123, R245fa, R134a, R600a,
R601a, and R1233zd(E). As for the expansion machine, scroll, screw, vane, turbomachines,
and other volumetric types are employed. Among these expanders, the scroll machine has
been the most popular choice and the output power is located in the range of 0.35–7.5 kW,
followed by the screw expander. However, although these experiments have explored a
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large number of system operating characteristics, they mainly focus on the heat source con-
ditions, and few experimental studies have been conducted that have specifically focused
on the effects of mass flow rates of working fluid and cooling water.

The above review indicates that, for the influence of key parameters on ORC perfor-
mances, experimental data are still scarce in the published literature. In view of this, an
experimental test facility of basic ORC was established. The used working fluid and expan-
sion device were R123 and scroll expander. In the experiments, the system performances of
ORC were first investigated under the design conditions. After that, by varying the heat
source temperature as well as the mass flow rates of working fluid and cooling water, the
corresponding effects on system performances were revealed.

2. Experiments
2.1. Test facility

In this work, an experimental setup was established for a basic ORC. The cycle is
composed of four thermodynamic processes, namely compression, evaporation, expansion,
and condensation. The corresponding components are called as pump, evaporator, turbine,
and condenser, as illustrated in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of basic ORC.

Based on the ORC processes in Figure 1, the schematic diagram of the corresponding
experimental apparatus is provided in Figure 2. It mainly consists of three parts, namely
the heat source loop, working fluid loop, and cooling water loop. For the heat source loop,
heat transfer oil is employed to absorb heat from the boiler and release heat to the working
fluid in the evaporator. In the working fluid loop, the fluid absorbs heat from the hot oil to
complete the processes of liquid preheating, evaporation, and gas superheating. Then, the
high-temperature and high-pressure fluid enters the expander to generate power. After
the expansion, the exhausted gas at the expander outlet flows into the condenser and is
cooled into the liquid by the cooling water. After that, the liquid sequentially flows into the
liquid reservoir and filter. Finally, the fluid returns to the pump and is compressed into the
evaporator to complete the cycle. Furthermore, for the startup and shutdown processes, a
throttle valve is employed to bypass the expander to assure the operation safety. For the
cooling water loop, the water first absorbs heat in the condenser and then loses heat to the
environment through the cooling tower.
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Figure 2. Schematic diagram of ORC experiment.

According to the experimental schematic diagram in Figure 2, an experimental plat-
form was established. The real picture is given in Figure 3. As for the key components of the
system, Figure 4 illustrates the real photos of the evaporator, condenser, pump, expander,
cooling tower, and heat-conducting oil boiler. For the evaporator and condenser, shell and
tube exchangers were used. The numbers of the shell and tube are, respectively, one and
two. The corresponding heat exchange area is 5 m2. These exchangers were manufactured
and supplied by Tianjin Runren Technology Co. Ltd. (Tianjin, China) A refrigeration
scroll compressor in the vehicle air conditioner was assembled as an expander, namely the
inlet and outlet of compressor were reversed in the operation of expander. The designed
rotation speed is 4000 r/min, and the expansion ratio is 4. For the working fluid pump, it
is a diaphragm metering type manufactured by the China Southern Seper Industry. The
maximum mass flow rate and working pressure are 0.25 kg/s and 1.2 MPa. The rated
frequency is 50 Hz. As for the boiler, the total heating power is 20 kW, and the maximum
temperature of oil can be adjusted to between 100 ◦C and 200 ◦C. Thus, the boiler has
enough capacity to heat the working fluid in the experiment. For the cooling tower, the
circulating volume of cooling water is 10 t/h. Since the ambient temperature of Tianjin
city was 13 ◦C during the period of the ORC experiment, the tower could well satisfy the
requirement of working fluid condensation.
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2.2. Measurements

To analyze the thermodynamic performance of the working fluid in the evaporator,
condenser, pump, and expander, the temperature and pressure at the inlet and outlet of
each component were, respectively, measured by the T-type thermocouples and pressure
transducers, as shown in Figure 2. Furthermore, a Coriolis-type mass flow meter was
employed to measure the mass flow rate of the working fluid, and a torque meter was
used to determine the output work of the expander. Meanwhile, a digital power meter
was used to measure the consumed power of the working fluid pump. For the heat source
and cooling water loops, flow meters were installed to obtain the corresponding volume
flowrates. On this basis, a data acquisition system Agilent 34980A was used to record the
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current and voltage signals from the above employed instruments. The range and accuracy
of each measurement instrument are provided in Table 1.

Table 1. Range and accuracy of measurement instruments.

Parameter Instrument Range Accuracy

Pressure Pressure transducer 0~1.6 MPa ±0.25% F.S.
Temperature T-type thermocouple −200~350 ◦C ±0.1 ◦C

Mass flow rate of
working fluid Coriolis-type mass flow meter 0~0.6 kg/s ±0.15% F.S.

Cooling water flow rate Electromagnetic flow meter 0~8 m3·h−1 ±0.5% F.S.
Oil flow rate Turbine Flowmeter 0~10 m3·h−1 ±1% F.S.

Expansion work Torque meter 0~2 kW ±0.5% F.S.
Consumed power Digital power meter 0~2 A ±0.5% F.S.

2.3. Test Conditions and Data Reduction

In fact, the experimental system of the ORC in Figure 3 is designed based on the
working fluid R123. At present, R123 has been widely theoretically and experimentally
employed in ORC [5]. Some of the thermophysical properties are provided in Table 2.

Table 2. Thermophysical properties of working fluid.

Working
Fluid

Molecular
Structure

Molar Mass
(g·mol−1) Tc (◦C) Pc (MPa) Tb (◦C) Acentric

Factor

R123 CF3CHCl2 152.93 183.68 3.66 27.82 0.282

In this work, the heat source temperature as well as the mass flow rates of the working
fluid and cooling water were designed to be 160 ◦C, 25 g/s, and 0.83 kg/s, respectively. The
inlet temperature of the cooling water was designed to be 16 ◦C. In order to investigate the
influence of the key parameters on the system performance, the heat source temperature
as well as the mass flow rates of working fluid, and cooling water were varied in the
experiments. The corresponding experimental conditions are given in Tables 3 and 4. In
Table 3, to reveal the effect of the heat source temperature, four temperatures, namely
130 ◦C, 140 ◦C, 150 ◦C, and 160 ◦C were considered. At each temperature, five mass flow
rates of working fluid were considered, namely 13 g/s, 16 g/s, 19 g/s, 22 g/s, and 25 g/s.
As for other parameters, the mass flow rate and inlet temperature of cooling water were
fixed at 0.83 kg/s, 16 ◦C, respectively, and the ambient temperature is 13 ◦C. As for the
effect of the cooling water flow, the mass flow rates were, respectively, set to be 0.68 kg/s,
0.73 kg/s, 0.76 kg/s, 0.8 kg/s, and 0.83 kg/s, respectively. Similarly, at each value of cooling
water, the mass flow rate of working fluid varied from 13 g/s to 25 g/s at the step of 3 g/s.
Furthermore, the heat source temperature and inlet temperature of cooling water were,
respectively, fixed at 160 ◦C and 16 ◦C. It should be noticed that for each working condition,
the experimental system was kept stably running for at least one hour, so as to obtain the
corresponding cycle performances.

Table 3. Experimental conditions under the variations of heat source temperature.

Items Values

Heat source temperature (◦C) 130; 140; 150; 160
Mass flow rate of working fluid (g/s) 13; 16; 19; 22; 25
Mass flow rate of cooling water (kg/s) 0.83
Inlet temperature of cooling water (◦C) 16

Ambient temperature (◦C) 13
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Table 4. Experimental conditions under the variations of cooling water flow.

Items Values

Heat source temperature (◦C) 160
Mass flow rate of working fluid (g/s) 13; 16; 19; 22; 25
Mass flow rate of cooling water (kg/s) 0.68; 0.73; 0.76; 0.8; 0.83
Inlet temperature of cooling water (◦C) 16

Ambient temperature (◦C) 13

According to the measured mass flow rate, the temperature and pressure of working
fluid, the corresponding enthalpy can be obtained with the help of commercial software-
REFPROP, so that various cycle performances can be calculated out at each working
condition. For the evaporated heat, it is expressed by

.
Qevap =

.
mw f (h3 − h2) (1)

Similarly, the condensed heat is calculated by
.

Qcon =
.

mw f (h4 − h1) (2)

As for the expander, the output work is formulated as

Wexp =
.

mw f (h3 − h4) (3)

The work consumed by pump is

Wpump =
.

mw f (h2 − h1) (4)

On this basis, the net work and cycle efficiency of ORC are defined, respectively, as

Wnet = Wexp − Wpump (5)

η =
Wnet
.

Qevap

× 100% (6)

2.4. Uncertainty Analysis

The experimental error comes from the measurement error and calculation error. The
measurement error could be directly obtained from the provided instrument accuracy
in Table 1, while the calculation error was determined by the method of Moffat [23], as
expressed by Equation (7).

δU =

√√√√ N

∑
i=1

(
∂U
∂xi

δxi)
2

(7)

After the calculation, the maximum uncertainties of the cycle parameters are 2.99%,
2.61%, 0.01%, 5.59%, 0.52% and 0.71%, respectively, for the evaporated heat, condensed
heat, pump work, turbine work, net work and cycle efficiency.

3. Experimental Results and Discussion

In this study, more than 45 experimental runs were conducted under the given working
conditions. Various experimental data were recorded in detail. On this basis, the design
performances of the system were analyzed, and the influence of key operation parameters
including heat source temperature as well as the mass flow rates of the working fluid and
the cooling water are discussed.

3.1. Performance Analysis under the Design Conditions

Under the design conditions, the heat source temperature as well as the mass flow
rates of working fluid and cooling water were controlled to be 160 ◦C, 25 g/s, and 0.83 kg/s,
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respectively. The inlet temperature of the cooling water was fixed at 16 ◦C. As for the
operation parameters at each state point of the ORC, Table 5 gives the corresponding
temperature, pressure, and enthalpy. It can be found that the highest cycle temperature,
namely the inlet temperature of expander, can reach up to 135.5 ◦C. The corresponding
pressure is 0.76 MPa.

Table 5. Operation parameters of state points under the design conditions of ORC.

State Point Temperature (◦C) Pressure (MPa) Enthalpy (kJ/kg)

1 15.5 0.31 215.58
2 17.1 0.77 217.35
3 135.5 0.76 470.89
4 99.5 0.35 447.03

According to the operation parameters in Table 5, various performances of the ORC are
obtained as listed in Table 6. Table 6 shows that the exchanged heats in the evaporator and
condenser are, respectively, 6.3 kW and 5.75 kW. For the turbine and pump, the involved
works are 0.59 kW and 0.04 kW, respectively. Thus, the net work and cycle efficiency are,
respectively, at 55 kW and 8.7%.

Table 6. Performance of the ORC under the design conditions.

Components Value

Evaporator 6.3 kW
Turbine 0.59 kW

Condenser 5.75 kW
Pump 0.04 kW

Net work 0.55 kW
Cycle efficiency 8.7%

3.2. Effects of Heat Source Temperature and Working Fluid Mass Flow Rate

At five different mass flow rates of R123, Figure 5 gives the variations of evaporated
heat with the heat source temperature. It can be observed that at a certain mass flow rate,
as the heat source temperature increases, the evaporated heat increases slightly overall.
It can be explained by the fact that, at a higher heat source temperature, although the
outlet temperature of the evaporator increases, the evaporation pressure also increases,
thus resulting in a slight reduction in the enthalpy difference under the unit temperature
rise. Furthermore, at a fixed heat source temperature, the more the mass flow rate, the
higher the evaporated heat. When the heat source temperature is 160 ◦C, the heat increases
from 3.44 kW at 13 g/s to 6.30 kW at 25 g/s. Thus, it can be concluded that the evapo-
rated heat is proportional to the mass flow rate of working fluid in the same temperature
experimental conditions.

Figure 6 shows the variations of condensed heat at different mass flow rates of R123.
Similarly, at a certain mass flow rate of working fluid, with the increase in heat source
temperature, the condensed heat experiences a small increase. This is because the outlet
temperature of the expander has an increase at a higher heat source temperature. Further-
more, when the heat source temperature is fixed, the condensed heat increases with the
increase in mass flow rate. At the temperature 130 ◦C, when the mass flow rate varies from
13 g/s to 25 g/s, the condensed heat increases from 2.96 kW to 5.53 kW. At the temperature
of 160 ◦C, the condensed heat varies in the range of 3.11~5.75 kW.
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As for the net work and cycle efficiency, the corresponding variations are, respectively,
given in Figures 7 and 8. Figure 7 illustrates that with the increase in heat source tempera-
ture and mass flow rate, the net work has an obvious increase. When the temperature is
fixed at 130 ◦C, the net work varies from 0.19 kW to 0.42 kW in the considered range of
13~25 g/s. Similarly, at the temperature of 160 ◦C, the net work increases from 0.32 kW to
0.55 kW. Furthermore, at the mass flow rate of 25 g/s, the net work increases from 0.44 kW
to 0.55 kW in the temperature range of 130~160 ◦C. As for the cycle efficiency in Figure 8,
under the mass flow rate 25 g/s, when the temperature increases from 130 ◦C to 160 ◦C,
the efficiency greatly increases from 6.71% to 8.72%. Similarly, for other mass flow rates, as
the temperature increases, a great increase in cycle efficiency can be observed, especially
at a higher temperature. However, for the effect of the mass flow rate, there is no obvious
rule for the variation in cycle efficiency. When the heat source temperature is fixed, the
difference in efficiency is less than 0.6% at different mass flow rates.



Sustainability 2023, 15, 814 10 of 14

Sustainability 2023, 15, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 14 
 

 

flow rate, there is no obvious rule for the variation in cycle efficiency. When the heat 
source temperature is fixed, the difference in efficiency is less than 0.6% at different mass 
flow rates. 

130 140 150 160
0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

0.40

0.45

0.50

0.55

Heat soHrHe teHperatHre [ ]℃

13 g/s

16 g/s

19 g/s

22 g/s

25 g/s

N
et

 w
or

k 
[k

W
]

 
Figure 7. Effect of heat source temperature on the net work at different mass flow rates of R123. 

130 140 150 160
6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

8.5

9.0

9.5

Heat soHrHe teHperatHre [ ]℃

Mass flow rate of R123 [g/s]
 25
 22
 19
 16
 13

C
yH

le
 e

ffi
Hi

en
Hy

 [%
]

 
Figure 8. Effect of heat source temperature on the cycle efficiency at different mass flow rates of 
R123. 

3.3. Effects of Cooling Water Mass Flow Rate 
Besides discussing the heat source temperature and mass flow rate of the working 

fluid, the effect of cooling water mass flow rate was also explored. The experimental re-
sults are provided in Figures 9–12. Figure 9 gives the variations of evaporated heat with 
the mass flow rate of cooling water. It can be found that, when the mass flow rate of 
working fluid is fixed, a little variation in evaporated heat exists in the considered range 
of the cooling water mass flow rate. For instance, at the mass flow rate of working fluid 
25 g/s, as the cooling water rate increases from 0.68 kg/s to 0.83 kg/s, the heat varies in 
the range of 6.18~6.3 kW. Furthermore, being similar to Figure 5, the higher the mass 
flow rate of working fluid, the more the heat evaporates. 

Figure 7. Effect of heat source temperature on the net work at different mass flow rates of R123.

Sustainability 2023, 15, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 14 
 

 

flow rate, there is no obvious rule for the variation in cycle efficiency. When the heat 
source temperature is fixed, the difference in efficiency is less than 0.6% at different mass 
flow rates. 

130 140 150 160
0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

0.40

0.45

0.50

0.55

Heat soHrHe teHperatHre [ ]℃

13 g/s

16 g/s

19 g/s

22 g/s

25 g/s

N
et

 w
or

k 
[k

W
]

 
Figure 7. Effect of heat source temperature on the net work at different mass flow rates of R123. 

130 140 150 160
6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

8.5

9.0

9.5

Heat soHrHe teHperatHre [ ]℃

Mass flow rate of R123 [g/s]
 25
 22
 19
 16
 13

C
yH

le
 e

ffi
Hi

en
Hy

 [%
]

 
Figure 8. Effect of heat source temperature on the cycle efficiency at different mass flow rates of 
R123. 

3.3. Effects of Cooling Water Mass Flow Rate 
Besides discussing the heat source temperature and mass flow rate of the working 

fluid, the effect of cooling water mass flow rate was also explored. The experimental re-
sults are provided in Figures 9–12. Figure 9 gives the variations of evaporated heat with 
the mass flow rate of cooling water. It can be found that, when the mass flow rate of 
working fluid is fixed, a little variation in evaporated heat exists in the considered range 
of the cooling water mass flow rate. For instance, at the mass flow rate of working fluid 
25 g/s, as the cooling water rate increases from 0.68 kg/s to 0.83 kg/s, the heat varies in 
the range of 6.18~6.3 kW. Furthermore, being similar to Figure 5, the higher the mass 
flow rate of working fluid, the more the heat evaporates. 

Figure 8. Effect of heat source temperature on the cycle efficiency at different mass flow rates of R123.

3.3. Effects of Cooling Water Mass Flow Rate

Besides discussing the heat source temperature and mass flow rate of the working
fluid, the effect of cooling water mass flow rate was also explored. The experimental results
are provided in Figures 9–12. Figure 9 gives the variations of evaporated heat with the
mass flow rate of cooling water. It can be found that, when the mass flow rate of working
fluid is fixed, a little variation in evaporated heat exists in the considered range of the
cooling water mass flow rate. For instance, at the mass flow rate of working fluid 25 g/s, as
the cooling water rate increases from 0.68 kg/s to 0.83 kg/s, the heat varies in the range
of 6.18~6.3 kW. Furthermore, being similar to Figure 5, the higher the mass flow rate of
working fluid, the more the heat evaporates.
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For the variation in the condensed heat, Figure 10 provides the curves at different mass
flow rates of the working fluids. It can be observed that these curves are similar to those of
the evaporated heat. At a certain mass flow rate of the working fluid, the condensed heat
varies little with the cooling water rate. For example, when the mass flow rate of working
fluid is 13 g/s, the condensed heat varies in the range of 2.99~3.11 kW under the considered
experimental conditions. Thus, it can be concluded that the cooling water rate almost has
no obvious effect on the condensed heat.

As for the variation in the net work in Figure 11, it can be observed that with the
increase in the cooling water rate, the net work experiences an increase. However, compared
with the variations in Figure 7, the increase in the net work in Figure 11 is relatively smaller.
At the mass flow rate of working fluid 25 g/s, when the cooling water rate increases from
0.68 kg/s to 0.83 kg/s, the net work varies from 0.46 kW to 0.55 kW. Similarly, the higher
the mass flow rate of working fluid, the higher the net work is. Furthermore, for the cycle
efficiency in Figure 12, it can be found that, with the increase in the cooling water rate, the
efficiency increases in the range of 7.41~9.4%. For different mass flow rates of working
fluid, the efficiency difference is less than 0.7% at a fixed cooling water rate.

From the above figures, the influence of key parameters has been revealed. With the
increase in heat source temperature, the involved heat has a small increase, while the net
work and cycle efficiency have greater improvements. The mass flow rate of the cooling
water has a similar impact on the cycle performances. The difference is that the effect of the
cooling water rate is smaller. Furthermore, except for cycle efficiency, all the performances
are proportional to the working fluid’s mass flow rate. In the test range, the working fluid’s
mass flow rate almost has no effect on the cycle efficiency. Despite the above results, the
existing experiment only addresses the basic ORC. Meanwhile, due to the restrictions of
the experimental setup, more variation ranges in heat source temperature as well as mass
flow rates of the working fluid and cooling water cannot be achieved. These limitations
have to be solved in future work.

4. Conclusions

By establishing the experimental setup of the organic Rankine cycle (ORC), this paper
experimentally investigated the cycle performances of R123. Under the experimental
conditions, the effects of the heat source temperature as well as the mass flow rates of
working fluid and cooling water on the ORC performances were clarified. The relevant
conclusions can be drawn as follows:

(1) Under the design conditions, the heat source temperature as well as the mass flow
rates of working fluid and cooling water are 160 ◦C, 25 g/s, and 0.83 kg/s, respectively.
The experimental system of the ORC can output a net work of 0.55 kW and reach a cycle
efficiency of up to 8.7%.
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(2) For the effects of the operation parameters, as the heat source temperature increases
from 130 ◦C to 160 ◦C, the evaporated heat and condensed heat show small increases, while
the net work and cycle efficiency increased significantly. For the cooling water rate, it has
no obvious effects on the involved heat. However, the larger the mass flow rate of the
cooling water, the higher the net work and cycle efficiency. Furthermore, except for the
cycle efficiency, all the performances are proportional to the mass flow rate of working fluid.
Under various conditions, the maximum net work is 0.55 kW and the highest efficiency
is 9.40%.

Due to the limitations of the experimental setup, this work only preliminary explores
the performances of basic ORC with the working fluid R123. Thus, in work to be undertaken
in the near future, an internal heat exchanger will be added to the experimental apparatus,
and more experimental studies will be conducted to further understand the operation
characteristics of this system. Besides R123, commonly used working fluids such as R245fa,
R1234yf, and R600 will be considered. Furthermore, according to the experimental data
under various conditions, the non-design performance model of ORC will be developed.
Meanwhile, a dynamic model is planned to be built for ORC. The simulation results will
be checked by the existing experimental system and a simulation library is expected to
be developed.
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Nomenclature

Symbols
h Enthalpy kJ/kg
.

m Mass flow rate kg/s
ORC Organic Rankine cycle
P Pressure MPa
.

Q Heat flow kW
T Temperature K
W Work kW
Greeks
η Efficiency
Subscripts
1, . . . 4
b Thermodynamic state points (Figure 1)
c Boiling temperature
con Critical point
exp Condensation
net Expander
pump Net output
wf Pump

Working fluid
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